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Centre unveils policy to tackle terror threats

PRAHAAR states that India faces terrorist threats on all three fronts — water, land and air; capacities have been developed to protect critical sectors of the economy, it adds;

policy aims at criminalising all terrorist acts and denying terrorists, their financiers and supporters access to funding, weapons and safe havens, says Union Home Ministry

Vijaita Singh

NEW DELHI

he Union Home Mi-
Tnistry on Monday

released the coun-
try’s first-ever anti-terror
policy, emphasising that
other than terror spon-
sored from across the bor-
der, “criminal hackers and
nation states continue to
target India through
cyber-attacks”.

The policy — titled PRA-
HAAR - has been upload-
ed on the Ministry's
website.

It states that India faces
terrorist threats on all
three fronts — water, land
and air - and that capaci-
ties have been developed
to protect critical sectors
of the economy, including
power, railways, aviation,
ports, defence, space and
atomic energy, from both
state and non-state actors.

The Hindu first reported

on December 23, 2025,
that the National Counter
Terrorism Policy and Stra-
tegy had been finalised and
would be released soon.
The policy underlines that
“India does not link terro-
rism to any specific reli-
gion, ethnicity, nationality
or civilisation™.

Cross-border terrorism

However, it notes that In-
dia has been affected by
“sponsored  terrorism”
from across the border,
with “Jihadi terror outfits
as well as their frontal or-
ganisations™ continuing to
plan, coordinate, facilitate
and execute terror attacks.
“India has been on the tar-
get of global terrorist
groups such as al-Qaeda
and IS, which have been
trying to incite violence in
the country through sleep-
er cells,” it says, adding
that extremists operating
from foreign countries

Protection plan

India has released its first-ever
National Counter Terrorism Policy
and Strategy, PRAHAAR

Assessing threats: India has been affected
by ‘sponsored terrorism,’ the policy says.

have hatched conspiracies
to promote terrorism.
“Their handlers from
across the border frequent-
ly use the latest technolo-
gies, including the use of
drones, for facilitating ter-
ror-related activities and
attacks in Punjab and J&K.
Increasingly, terrorist
groups are engaging organ-
ised criminal networks for

= The nine-page
document details
the threat-profile,
counter-terrorism
strategy and the
way forward

= |t lists key
agencies
responsible for
specific tasks
= |t stresses
that terrorism
is not linked

to any specific
religion, ethnicity,
nationality or
civilisation

logistics and recruitment
to execute and facilitate
terror strikes in India,” the
policy says.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah had announced
on November 7, 2024, that
a National Counter Terro-
rism Policy and Strategy
was being drafted to fight
terrorism and its ecosys-
rem.

Following the April 22,
2025, Pahalgam terror inci-
dent, the National Investi-
gation Agency (NIA) con-
ducted meetings with
anti-terror units of all
States and apprised them
of the measures aimed at
preventing and pre-empt-
ing such attacks.

The policy further states
that for propaganda, com-
munication, funding and
guiding terror attacks,
these terror groups use so-
cial media platforms as
well as 'instant messaging
applications’ and techno-
logical advancements such
as encryption, dark web,
crypto wallets etc, ena-
bling them to operate
anonymously.

“Disrupting/Intercept-
ing terrorist efforts to ac-
cess and use CBRNED
(Chemical, Biological, Ra-
diological, Nuclear, Explo-
sive, Digital) materials re-
mains a challenge for

Counter Terrorism (CT)
agencies. The threat of
state and non-state actors
misusing drones and ro-
botics for lethal purposes
remains another area of
concern,” it flags.

As a way forward, the
policy suggests that to
make appropriate cases
against the perpetrators of
acts of terrorism, there is a
need to associate legal ex-
perts at every stage of
investigation.

“Terrorist groups based
outside (from abroad) no-
wadays use the infrastruc-
ture, logistics and terrain
knowledge of local outfits
for launching attacks. Na-
tional actions, coupled
with international and re-
gional cooperation, are key
elements in addressing the
transnational  terrorism
challenge,” it emphasises.

The MHA said Indian in-
telligence and law enforce-
ment agencies have been

continuously working to
prevent the recruitment of
Indian youth by extremist
groups.

Underscoring the role of
community and religious
leaders, the policy states
that moderate preachers
and NGOs are engaged
to spread awareness about
the adverse consequences
and impacts of radicalisa-

tion and extremist
violence.
The Ministry said there

is a move to establish a un-
iform anti-terrorism struc-
ture across States, as stan-
dardisation of processes
and procedures would en-
sure similar and synergis-
tic responses to terror
attack.

It said that the policy
aims to criminalise all ter-
rorist acts and deny access
to terrorists, their finan-
ciers and supporters ac-
cess to funds, weapons
and safe havens.



* The Union Home Ministry released India’s first-ever National Counter Terrorism Policy named
PRAHAAR.
HGI g HATTT 4 YR bl Ugd! ASET ATdparg-Aet #ifd “PRAHAAR" STRT &1

e |t addresses terrorist threats across water, land and air domains.

IE e, oA 3R AR—dl1 Hidf IR gt JdR) bl Jaiferd dwdt &

¢ The policy aims to criminalise all terrorist acts and cut access to funding, weapons and safe havens.
T BT 32T I 3MTdhdT Bl B IURTE TS BAT dAT AT fbaT ot &0, gfeR 3R JRferd fobH! ad uga
ABATE




Nature of Threats | TR ! Uigpfd

(A) Cross-Border Terrorism | THT UR 3{Tddbdrg

» India has faced “sponsored terrorism” from across borders.
HRd A HHT UR UrfSd 3iddarg &1 ameAm faar g1
» Groups like Al-Qaeda and ISIS have attempted sleeper-cell based violence.
HA-BIIET 3R LT A IR A TR A & Areaw J fZa1 b &1 vy far &1
» Handlers use drones and latest technologies for attacks in Punjab and J&K.

ATt JaTeTdh G 3R STRI-BLHR | §1F Jfed NEYFd ddb-1d! &1 3Uan a2 @ 2

(B) Cyber & Tech-enabled Terrorism | 18R d ddbAld! TddbdIg
» Use of encryption, dark web, crypto wallets and instant messaging.
ufperE, 31 a4, fohel afme 31k gde BRA &1 3ui|
» Threat of misuse of drones and robotics.

31 3R AT B SN &1 W

(C) Radicalisation | 3UdIq

» Recruitment of youth via propaganda and social media.

Trerdt s & AreaH J a3 &t W

* Role of moderate religious leaders and NGOs to counter radicalisation.

37arg AdBA 2 efids Ad13i @ NGOs & YfidwT|



&) Institutional & Policy Measures | TTTd Td HifdTd 3UrT

» Coordination with NIA and state anti-terror units.
NIA 3fRR 3520 &t Uet-2R shrsal & T1e IH-a|
« Uniform anti-terror structure across states.
I A A ATdbdig-Aeit sl
e Legal experts to assist investigations at every stage.
3t & & aRT | fafeies fassil &t agradn
* Focus on disrupting CBRN (Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nuclear) threats.

ITafA®, Stfddw, ASAN@ifind 3R URAT] ) iR fady eam|

»- Historical Background | ¥fdgifds gsayfa

* 1967: UAPA (Unlawful Activities Prevention Act) enacted.
1967: ReTAt nfafafer (Faron) iféifFam ey

e 20017: Parliament Attack - Strengthening of anti-terror laws.
2001: HHE EHAT = AHTdbdrg-Aei BT Jxd |

e 2008: Mumbai 26/11 attacks = Creation of NIA (2008).
2008: HaE 26/11 8Ha - NIA 1 19T

* 2019: Amendment in UAPA allowing individuals to be declared terrorists.

2019: UAPA H2Ne — @faaal &t 3Tdeh! BfSd @34 T UTaer |



Geographical Dimensions [ ¥iTifeics 3T

Border states: Punjab, J&K, Rajasthan vulnerable to infiltration.
HATerdt AT U, STHY-deHR, IR FAds & Ufd Jdgaeie|
Coastal security strengthened post-26/11.

26/11 % d1¢ deIa JR&T Y33 |

India’s proximity to unstable regions impacts security.

3R &1 Y fAepear & JRar yIfad|

m Political Aspects / I=Tifdds 3m=ATH

National security central to federal cooperation.

ST IR HEMT TSI BT TR faweg |

Standardisation across states ensures uniform response.
AT | HIDhIB0T I JHE Yfdfesar gfafeadl
Counter-terror diplomacy via international cooperation.

SARTSE T TSN & ATeaH F Mddwarg-ef HeAfd|



Economic Impact / 31fefes sM1a

e Terrorism affects FDI and investor confidence.
HTddpdig A Tcgf fadeit fAder g fAdere faeary gHifdd|

e Critical sectors protected: Power, Railways, Ports, Aviation, Defence.
3a1l, IeTd, SGME, 35T, &1 51 &A1 bl JRaf!

e Cyber attacks can disrupt financial systems.

JqTISIR gHa fad T ToTTelt aifeid o b &

il Comparison with Global Frameworks | @f2dd qeI

Country Key Feature Year
USA PATRIOT Act 2001
UK Terrorism Act 2000

India UAPA + PRAHAAR 1967 [ 2025
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Question

Which Act deals with unlawful
activities and terrorism in India?

NIA was constituted after which
incident?

Which agency investigates terror

offences in India?

What does CBRN stand for?

UAPA amendment 2019 allows
designation of whom as terrorists?

Headquarters of NIA is located in
which city?

Dark web is associated with which
type of threat?

Answer

UAPA 1967

26/11 Mumbai attacks

NIA

Chemical, Biological, Radiological,
Nuclear

Individuals

New Delhi

Cybercrime/Terror financing




25 troops killed as Mexico cartel chief’s killing triggers violence

Agence France-Presse
GUADALAJARA

Twenty-five Mexican
troops died in clashes with
cartel gunmen following a
raid that led to the death of
the country’s most-wanted
drug lord, a top security of-
ficial said on Monday.

Mexico was on high al-
ert on Monday with
schools closed and travell-
ers stranded, as members
of the powerful drug cartel
went on a violent rampage
across parts of the country
after the Army announced
it had killed its leader.

Nemesio ‘El Mencho’
Oseguera, leader of the Ja-
lisco New Generation Car-
tel, was wounded in a clash
with soldiers in the town of
Tapalpa, in Jalisco State,
and died while being flown
to Mexico City, the Army
said on Sunday.

He had a $15 million U.S.

bounty on his head.

News of his death trig-
gered cartel members
across the country to block
roads, torch vehicles and
businesses, and send fear-
ful residents into hiding.

At least 25 National
Guard members were
killed in subsequent clash-
es, Security Secretary
Omar Garcia Harfuch said.

He added that a prison
guard, a member of the
state prosecutor’s office
and 30 suspected mem-
bers of Oseguera’s criminal
organisation were also
killed.

Empty streets

The streets of the State
capital Guadalajara were
almost empty as stores,
pharmacies and gas sta-
tions shut down. The vio-
lence spread to the neigh-
bouring Michoacan, where
the cartel has a presence,

Conflict zone: A bus set on fire by organised crime groups in
Zapopan, Mexico, on Sunday. AFP

and gripped the resort city
of Puerto Vallarta.

Travel warnings from
the UK., Canada and the
U.S. have been issued in
the fallout, with Australia
urging citizens to “exercise
a degree of caution” early
Monday. The Indian Em-
bassy in Mexico on Mon-
day issued an advisory to
Indian nationals residing in

the country, urging them
to exercise caution and re-
main indoors amid escalat-
ing violence.

The U.K. Foreign Office
advised on Monday against
all but essential travel to
parts of Mexico, including
Jalisco.

Washington asked U.S.
citizens to “shelter in place
until further notice”.

Mexican President Clau-
dia Sheinbaum urged citi-
zens to remain calm.

The Mexican govern-
ment also sent 2,500
troops to Jalisco — a State
that is scheduled to host
four football World Cup
games this summer.

Oseguera, 59, was consi-
dered the last of the drug
lords who acted in the
flashy, brutal mould of the
now-imprisoned Joaquin
“El Chapo” Guzman and
Ismael “El Mayo” Zamba-
da. With his son Ruben ‘El
Menchito’ Oseguera Gon-
zalez, 35, convicted by a
federal jury in Washington
in September, experts have
warned the “the absence
of a direct succession”
could lead to a “power va-
cuum.” “That opens the
door to violent realign-
ments within the organiza-
tion,” David Mora, an exp-
ert at the Crisis Group

analysis center, said.

Mexico said in addition
to its own military intelli-
gence, the operation to
seize Oseguera was carried
out with “complementary
information” from U.S.
authorities.

White House Press Se-
cretary Karoline Leavitt
said Washington “provided
intelligence support”.

Six suspected cartel
gunmen besides Oseguera
were also killed and three
soldiers were wounded,
the Mexican Army said.

Washington has classi-
fied the cartel as a terrorist
organisation and accuses it
of sending cocaine, heroin,
methamphetamine, and
fentanyl into the U.S.

U.S. Deputy Secretary of
State Christopher Landau
welcomed the operation
and called Oseguera “one
of the bloodiest and most

ruthless drug kingpins.”



* Twenty-five Mexican troops were killed in clashes after a raid targeting cartel chief Nemesio "El
Mencho" Oseguera.
PBIed YHE ARGAT "I Hal” N[N R HRATE & 916 318Ul A 25 AfRidsa dfFd AR 1Y)

* QOseguera, leader of the Jalisco New Generation Cartel (CJNG), was wounded and later died.
SAfees! = FAAR2M BTed (CING) BT AdT I1Id g3 3R a1 A 37! JT &1 TS|

* Cartel members blocked roads, burnt buses and attacked security forces across Jalisco and nearby
states.
BIed TGN A SfAXDB! d A[IR & A4 H JSdD 70 &f, g3 FoiTg 311 JRET dcil IR gHaT fbaT|

« Government deployed 2,500 additional troops to restore order.

2rifd agTet 84 2,500 3ifdRaa dfFas d4md fbg g

& W @fa | Key Personalities
» Nemesio Oseguera (“El Mencho") — Leader of CJNG.
ARRFAT IATE (“Ted HEl”) — CING BT yHE |
* Claudia Sheinbaum - President of Mexico urged citizens to remain calm.
FAIEAT AHaT3H — AfdTd ot Isgufd, ATRE! & 2rid 3§ &Y 34l |

e U.S. authorities supported operation with intelligence inputs.

3R AfEaRAT A Fftar Terrdar UgH &l



&) vilmfaies 3maITH | Geographical Dimension

Violence centered in Jalisco state, particularly Guadalajara and Zapopan.
&1 &1 g ST I, fINeh: TaTSaTgRT 3R SATIaT &
Spread to Michoacan and resort city Puerto Vallarta.

feam fAana 3k wfer were qudf acoief da Sl

Mexico's proximity to the U.S. border intensifies drug trafficking routes.

3MARRepT Y TAT A fAdedr HIgh Ueref drst AT &b gaeTdt 2|

) AstHifdas 3 [ Political Impact

Demonstrates state vs non-state actor conflict.
AT gATH RIS dcdl BT Jay |
Highlights federal cooperation between Mexico and the U.S.

Afegep! 31k 3mMReT & i T Tgah & gorfar gl

Raises concerns over governance in cartel-dominated regions.

BICA-yMTfad &3 B gemafads gAtfai|



) 3nferes yiTa | Economic Impact

e Tourism hit in Puerto Vallarta (host city for international events).
qudf dewire] A ged gHIfad|

« Disruption of supply chains and local businesses.
ITYfd siaar 3k @I @R aiferd|

« Drug trafficking linked to global narcotics market (cocaine, heroin, methamphetamine, fentanyl).

HIgdh Ugref axendt dfeads Fofte ugref arsiR & gt

L) efdgrfd® gs5¥f| [ Historical Background
* Mexican Drug War began in 2006 under President Felipe Calderdn.
2006 H Irsgufd B BTesIA & JHT 371 g S g3
« CJNG emerged as one of the most powerful cartels after 2010.
2010 & 971G CING 2Ifaxi2ieit Bréd & U 7 IHI|

e Joaquin “El Chapo" Guzman (Sinaloa Cartel) captured and extradited to U.S.

Sanfaaa “Te mal” TETHHE &) iIREAR 63 3meT yaafda faear mm



Exam

UPSC CSE Prelims

UPSC CSE Prelims

SSC CGL

CDS

CAPF AC

RAS

IB ACIO

Date

2018

2020

2021

2019

2022

2021

2023

Question

“Golden Crescent” is
associated with which
activity?

FARC was active in which
country?

DEA is related to which
country?

Mexico shares border with
which country?

What is fentanyl?

El Chapo was associated
with which cartel?

Dark web is commonly linked
to which illegal trade?

Answer

Drug production

Colombia

USA

USA
Synthetic opioid drug

Sinaloa Cartel

Narcotics trafficking



Consider the following statements:

1. CJNG operates primarily in Mexico's Jalisco state.

2. The Mexican Drug War began after 2015.

3. The U.S. has provided intelligence support against drug cartels.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(a) 1Tand 3 only
(b) 2 only

(c) 1and 2 only
(d)1,2and 3
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Health Ministry set to roll
out free HPV vaccination
plan targeting girls aged 14
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Health Ministry set to roll
out free HPV vaccination
plan targeting girls aged 14

“Under India's partner-
ship with Gavi, the Vaccine
Alliance, Gardasil vac-
cines, which are approved
by India’s drug regulator
and widely used interna-
tionally, have been made
available for the national

Safety shot

The Centre's naton-aide HPV veccination
programme trgeting girs aged 14 will bagin soon

® A wngde-shor of Gardadl, a vatcine than
PrIAREes prONECUOn g HY types
i and 18, wirich Caun cervical cancer,
wrid types & and 11 sl be usecd Py

® The vaconation wil be veluntary
and feee of cost. 1 will be administered
exctushely & desiprated govermnment

heolth Lsalities

® Carvical cancer temans the vecond most
COTEMION CANEEY FMONE women i Inda

HPV vaccination under
the national programme
will be conducted exclu-
sively at designated o
vernment health facilities,
including the Ayushman
Arogya Mandirs (Primary
Health Centres), Commun-
ity Health Centres, Sub-
District and District Hospi-
tals, and Government Med-
ical . Each
vaccination session will be
carried out in the presence
of trained medical officers,

oS B
e teams, and
equipped for postvaccina-
tlon observation and man-
agement of any rare ad-
verse events.

Cervical cancer remains
the second most common
cancer among women in
India, with nearly 80,000
new cases and over 42,000
deaths reported annually.
Scientific evidence esta-
blishes that almost all cas-
es of cervical cancer are
caused by persistent infec-
tlon with high-risk types of
HPV,  particukarly  HPV
types 16 and 18, which to-
gether account for more
than 80% of cervical can-




e The Union Health Ministry will launch a nationwide free HPV vaccination programme targeting girls
aged 14 years.
BT TR HATEY 14 a¥ &t difcias13f & g sgeardt f3:¢[wh HPV SldbTdhor BrRIH Q[ B

e Vaccination will be voluntary and administered at designated government health facilities.
SlpraRur Witdd g 3R AuiRa IR Tared JemT | fGar sirerm|

* Objective: Prevent HPV infection before exposure and reduce cervical cancer burden.

329 HHHUT A Ugat HPV AT 3R Jaigdd B3R BT aigl BH BAT|

& Vaccine Details | da=ii= @1 faazor
e India will use Gardasil, a quadrivalent HPV vaccine.
WRd MEifad AmH® Fafgdac HPV dadlq o1 3U=T B
* Protects against HPV types 16 & 18 (cause cervical cancer) and 6 & 11 (cause genital warts).
HPV &R 16 3iR 18 (Fafgdhd baRr) derm 6 3R 11 (-1 7)) J JRaf|
* Single-dose schedule recommended for the target age group.
ifeid 3y arf & g Tehet-sStet gt i fAwTRer

« WHO evidence shows 93-100% effectiveness against vaccine-covered HPV types.

WHO & I IR daRilT-das YbRI & fasg 93-100% yMraeitardrl



&) Implementation Strategy [ BRITIAA J0THIfd
e Administered through Ayushman Arogya Mandirs (PHCs), CHCs, District Hospitals, Govt. Medical
Colleges.
M AR AR, AT D TR I, el 3Ruard 3R IRBRY RSt Blatsil &b HIEgH I
e Sessions supervised by trained medical officers; post-vaccination observation ensured.
gfeiferd fafdsear sifeasTRal &t fART & StarasRor 3k Ua-StdbIadoT 3aaid |
e Procurement via transparent global supply mechanism; supported by Gavi partnership.

ureeff dfedes @Rie woutet: Gavi TgaT|

4 Disease Burden [ 3T &1 dist
e Cervical cancer is the second most common cancer among women in India.
WRd | AR 7 Faigdhd Bak gkl J6 I B3R 2
e ~80,000 new cases and ~42,000 deaths annually in India.
YRd | wfdas @M 80,000 AT ATHA 3iR 42,000 Hid |

e HPV types 16 & 18 account for ~80% of cervical cancer cases in India.

HPV TR 16 31 18 HRRd B @ 80% HATHA! & feiw R |



™ Historical & Policy Background | fdgifdie a wifda geyfa

e 2006: Global introduction of HPV vaccines.
2006: HPV d=fta &7 dfeaes uf¥e|

e WHO recommends vaccination for girls aged 9-14 years.
WHO 9-14 a¥ &t aifddsrail & fag fGwiRer &rdr 2l

e 2022: WHO endorsed single-dose schedule for better coverage.
2022: WHO A Tehi-8lal 33t bl A3l &t

e |ndia’s National Technical Advisory Group on Immunization (NTAGI) guides rollout.
YR BT AT ddbATdh! AATgbR THE (NTAGH) BrIfaa— Anfgefd a1 8|




© Global Comparison | df2des gt

Country HPV Coverage Impact

Australia High (>80%) Near elimination of cervical cancer projected
UK School-based programme Significant reduction in precancerous lesions
India Targeting 14-year-old girls Aims to reduce high disease burden

i Political & Social Dimensions | IT+ifde g AMHIGE 3T=TH

e Enhances preventive healthcare and women empowerment.
fAaR® TRe Jar 3R AfgAT JorfridmuT B gardl

e Reduces long-term healthcare costs.
cfpifeics TRe I | PHH|

e Supports SDG 3 (Good Health & Well-being).
Jdd fdhra digd 3 &1 JHEA|



Consider the following statements:

1. HPV types 16 and 18 are major causes of cervical cancer.
2. WHO recommends HPV vaccination only for boys.

3. India's HPV programme targets girls aged 14 years.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(a) 1and 3 only
(b) 2 only

(c) 1 only

(d) 1, 2 and 3



Panel to probe repeated failures of PSLV, says ISRO

Jacob Koshy

NEW DELHI

A committee that includes
K. Vijay Raghavan, former
Principal Scientific Advis-
er, and S. Somanath, form-
er Chairman, India Space
Research Organisation (IS-
RO), will probe “systemic
issues” underlying the suc-
cessive failures of the IS-
RO’s Polar Satellite Launch
Vehicle (PSLV).

While technical commit-
tees probe and submit ‘fai-
lure analysis reports’ when
mishaps occur, this com-
mittee, The Hindu has re-
liably learnt, will investi-
gate questions on whether
“organisational” problems
may have played a role in
the debacles involving the
PSLV.

On January 12, the PSLV-
C62 failed in its mission to
deliver 16 satellites into or-
bit, and crashed into the
sea after the third stage of
the rocket failed to ignite.
This was similar to the May
18, 2025 failure of the
PSLV-C61, in which, too,
the third stage failed to

On January 12, the PSLV-C62 failed in its mission to deliver 16
satellites into orbit as the rocket failed to ignite in the third stage. pTI

fire, destroying as a result
the EOS-09 satellite intend-
ed for the government’s
strategic needs.

The committee mem-
bers consist of experts who
are external to the ISRO,
and are expected to table
their findings to ISRO
Chairman V. Narayanan
before April.

On February 3, The Hin-
du reported that National
Security Adviser Ajit Do-
val, who is also a member

of India’s Space Commis-
sion, visited the Vikram Sa-
rabhai Space Centre, re-
portedly in connection
with the failure of the
PSLV-C62 mission.

“A national-level expert
committee has been con-
stituted and is reviewing
the reason for the anomaly
in the PSLV vehicle,” the IS-
RO said in a statement to
The Hindu.

The PSLV’s failures
would be the core focus of

the report, and the com-
mittee would be looking in-
to the processes in the ma-
nufacture, procurement,
and assembling of various
components of the rocket.
This has implications for
other rockets, too, The
Hindu was told, because
they have commonalities.

Report in a week

India’s space ecosystem
now involves several priv-
ate companies and, there-
fore, the probe will not on-
ly be about which part or
component failed, and
who was responsible, but
also whether there is a pro-
cess in place to fix accoun-
tability, and how it may be
improved.

A technical committee
of the ISRO will first table a
report on the PSLV-C62 in-
cident this week, The Hin-
du has learnt through relia-
ble sources.

The ISRO’s historical
response to rocket failures
has been to have a Failure
Analysis Committee probe
the reasons, and publicise
its findings. This, however,

has not taken place in the
case of both the PSLV-C61
and PSLV-C62.

The Failure Analysis
Committee report of the
May 18 mishap was sent to
the Prime Minister’s Office
before the PSLV-C62
launch, but its details have
not been made public.

The Failure Analysis
Committee, constituted by
the ISRO Chairman, is a bo-
dy of experts within ISRO
to lead in the event of a ma-
jor incident. It is expected
to reconstruct the chain of
events leading up to a fai-
lure, and recommend cor-
rective action before the
rocket is cleared to fly
again. The committee
members include experts
within ISRO as well as rele-
vant experts from
academia.

At a press conference on
February 2, the Union Mi-
nister of State for Science
and Technology, and Earth
Sciences, Jitendra Singh,
said that a “third party ap-
praisal” was ongoing.
(With inputs from He-
manth C.S. in Bengaluru)



e |ISRO has constituted a high-level committee to probe repeated failures of the Polar Satellite Launch
Vehicle (PSLV).
SR A TQIQad! (PSLV) Bt dMaR fawaarsit & siid &d 3@ -3 Jfffd mfsd & 8|

e The panel includes former Principal Scientific Adviser K. Vijay Raghavan and former ISRO Chairman S.

Somanath.
afafd & gd gema danfad TagdRr &. fasra aae 3k gd s sregel T, JmAr onfAd g
e |t will examine systemic and organisational issues beyond technical faults.

IE db-tdb! BRUN &b TATAT YUTTHTTA 3R TTTSATHD JHIITIN bt Wt 37T B

& Recent Failures | gifeian faweang
e January 12: PSLV-C62 failed to deliver 16 satellites due to third-stage ignition failure.
12 SaRY: PSLV-C62 diaR TRUT & Usdaid H fdheldl & BRUT 16 IUUE HET H ATUd T B b |
e May 18, 2025: PSLV-C61 also faced third-stage malfunction.
18 HS 2025: PSLV-C61 A il diiR TroT & IR1d 315 |

e Both incidents indicate possible common systemic issues.

XY TeATe ITfad JHT TOTTeTd JHIT3N bl Thd dt 2|



&) Scope of Inquiry [ 31T T GRIRT
¢ Review of manufacturing, procurement and assembly processes.
fAmfor, @Rig 3tk Jatst ufdsansit o IHtem
e Examine accountability mechanisms in ISRO’s expanding private-sector ecosystem.
st &1 &Y d@dt uTiieRt A STdTacal dd &t S|

e Failure Analysis Committee report to be submitted before next launch clearance.

3MTeit 38 &t 3ATd J Id fawsarar faeasor RUE v ot st

& Institutional Context [ J3ITTd JeH
e |SRO traditionally forms a Failure Analysis Committee after mishaps.
IR WIRNTA ®Y J gHeA13N & d16 fawbadr faeasor afifd nféd war 8
e Findings are usually made public, but recent reports have not yet been disclosed.

JT=Ia: RAE Andaifias & sirdt 8, WR grfear Ruié andt ardsifAe 91 g8 81

e A "third-party appraisal” is also underway.

T "qdiI-vel e Wi SRT 2|



# About PSLV [ PSLV G aR A

Operational since 1994, one of the most reliable launch vehicles globally.
1994 3 Fuifdid; faea & JaA faead=tg g&gur I=i A 3 U |

Used for launching IRS, Chandrayaan-1, Mangalyaan.

IRS, TgAT-1 3R HITeraTT Warqor & 39|

Four-stage rocket: solid-liquid-solid-liquid configuration.

YR TN dTdT be: BI-gd-o19-gd J3aATI

™ Historical Perspective | Bfdgifds ulRvea

1979: SLV-3 first launch failure; later success in 1980.

1979: SLV-3 & Ugdl 38H AT, 1980 A AHadT|

1993: First PSLV launch failure (PSLV-D1).

1993: PSLV-D1 &1 Ugdit 331 faw |

2017: PSLV-C39 mission failed due to heat shield separation issue.
2017: PSLV-C39 fA2[ gle 2ficg IHXAT &b BRI HAHB |

ISRO's success rate remains above 90%.

SR B BT &2 90% J 31felaps |



© Geopolitical & Economic Dimensions | Y-3si-lfdd q 3ffefds 3

* India is a major player in the global commercial satellite launch market.
YRd dfedds arfvifsdes 3UUg YU a5k ? UHH &t 21

» Failures may impact commercial contracts and investor confidence.
fawerarg arfoifsies srael 3k fAderd faary ot yifad &R Twdt &1

e Space reforms allow private players (IN-SPACe, NSIL).
sfaRRer gemi & dgd s & &t urfigRY (IN-SPACe, NSIL) |

* Space security linked to defence and strategic needs.

3fafier e &M 3R orifde smaeadanst & st

ul Comparison with Other Launch Vehicles | 3/=1 T&90T A1l A o1

Launch Vehicle Country Reliability
PSLV India High (~90%+)
Falcon 9 USA Very High

Long March China High



Consider the following statements:

1. PSLV is a four-stage launch vehicle with alternating solid and liquid stages.
2. PSLV has never experienced a mission failure since 1994.

3. The recent failures were linked to third-stage malfunction.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(a) 1and 3 only
(b) 1 only

(c) 2 and 3 only
(d)1, 2and 3
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UN launches
road safety
project in four
Indian States

The Hindu B
NEW DELHI

The United Nations on
Tuesday launched a pro-
ject in partnership with
four Indian States for a
road safety financing
framework.

To be implemented
across Rajasthan, Kerala,
Tamil Nadu, and Assam
under the coordination of
the UN Resident Coordina-
tor’s Office, the project will
focus on building capaci-
ties for the effective imple-
mentation of road safety
action plans and on reduc-
ing road fatalities and se-
rious injuries. Jean Todt,
United Nations Secretary-
General’s Special Envoy for
Road Safety, told The Hin-
du that the world was not
on track to achieve the
pledge to reduce road traf-
fic deaths and injuries by at
least 50% by 2030 under
the “Decade of Action for
Road Safety 2021-2030.”




e The United Nations has launched a road safety financing framework in partnership with four Indian
States.
Terd I8¢ A IR MRAT AT b AT fAcTad: T8 JR&T faauyoT g o6 faar 8|

e States covered: Rajasthan, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and Assam.
2NfA e AT AT, B, dfFeTg 3R 37|

e Coordinated by the UN Resident Coordinator’s Office in India.

WRA | Igard g A8 BI3AifEAeR BrRITard gRI A<

& Objective [ 382
e Build institutional capacity for effective implementation of road safety action plans.
b & BRI b JHTd! fohaT=<I g IMTd &HdT fAAToT|
e Reduce road fatalities and serious injuries.
Feh geed Jeg 3R TR Tiel # ot
e Align with the "Decade of Action for Road Safety 2021-2030".
"TASPH YR&IT 8q BRATg BT Golh 2021-2030" & ATHT]



&) Global Context | dfeaes T
« Target: Reduce global road traffic deaths and injuries by 50% by 2030.

we: 2030 d% dfedds TSP qHeAr g 3R Tt A 50% bf Bt
« Jean Todt, UN Secretary-General's Special Envoy for Road Safety, highlighted that the world is not on

track to meet the target.
Tgerd g HERITAd & qgh JReM a2y ga 514 cie A wal b faea mea Fi feen # wgl Anf v 981 81

* Road traffic injuries are among the leading causes of death globally, especially among youth (15-29
years).

TSP e AT faea TR W fadyar 15-29 a¥ 3y af & Ui §e] BRUil § J T &

ul India’s Road Safety Scenario | HRd ® dg JRaf fRifd

* India accounts for one of the highest numbers of road accident deaths globally.
YR faea & Fgas gefeat Hidl &t Iwaan Jxam ara aeff 7 onfid g1

* Major causes: Overspeeding, drunk driving, poor infrastructure, lack of enforcement.
UH™ PBRUT: a1 1Td, A2 | g1afan, HSR JqIdAT, Ydd- &I BH|

« Ministry of Road Transport & Highways (MoRTH) publishes annual accident data.
[SP URTEA Td ATHIT HATHY a1 gefeAr RulE yastfera a3am 8|



m Policy & Legal Framework in India [ HRd &1 BTl il

e Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Act, 2019 - stricter penalties for violations.
HieR argd (Fener) sifeifFad, 2019 - fAaH Iowea IR wat I

» National Road Safety Policy (2010).
AT TSP JR&M ifd (2010) |

e Supreme Court Committee on Road Safety monitors compliance.

Idfea AR b TSch TR JfAfd U bt fAR &t &1

© Geographical & Economic Dimensions [ ¥itifaie T 31fefes 3MR=TH

e High accident rates in urban corridors and national highways.
2rgdt Ry 3R s =TT A 3 gEen &R

e Economic cost: Road accidents cause loss of ~3% of GDP (World Bank estimates).
3Tl WTd: ASh e A @I 3% GDP &1 b (faed da 3rqAm )|

e Tourism and logistics sectors affected by poor road safety.

w=feq 3R difsiferT &= yMifad|



Consider the following statements:

1. The UN road safety project in India covers Rajasthan, Kerala, Tamil Nadu and Assam.
2. The Decade of Action for Road Safety aims to eliminate all road accidents by 2030.

3. Road accidents significantly impact a country’s GDP.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(a) 1and 3 only
(b) 2 only

(c)

(d)1, 2and 3



SC: Need mechanism to
make voting mandatory

‘Not Necessarily COUNTRIES WHERE IT'S A MUST
PAR OR

Punitive Step;
Measure To Make
Nota Option Void’

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Supreme Court
on Tuesday said some mecha-
nism needs to be devised, not
necessarily punitive, to make
voting compulsory so that de-
mocracy gets stronger by at-

pEDIT: Vote or not. Your
choice

tracting more eligible people
to contest elections and ren-
der Nota option redundant,

A bench of Chief Justice
Surya Kant and Justice Joy-
malya Bagchi said Nota op-
tion was devised to attract
better candidates to the fray
and to encourage voters to ex-

> List includes Argentina, Australia,
Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil (all aged 18-70),
Cyprus, Ecuador, Egypt, Greece, Honduras,
Mexico, Nauru, N Korea, Peru, Paraguay,
Samoa, Singapore, Turkiye & Uruguay

> Usual penalties are fines (though Mexico
has no penalty). In some countries, the
penalties are rarely enforced

» Among stricter countries, in Brazil,
failure to justify absence or pay fine

can result in person being barred from
accessing some public services. In
Singapore, voter’s name can be deleted
from rolls unless s/he seeks reinstatement

c )
> In Switzerland,
only canton of

Schaffhausen still
enforces the rule

> France does not
have compulsory
voting for ordinary
citizens, but it's

a must for the
electoral college
that chooses
French senators

ercisetheirfranchise. The de-
cade-long experience shows
that a minuscule percentage
of voters exercised the op-
tion, it said.

These observations came
from the bench which was he-
aring a PIL by Vidhi Centre
for Legal Policy which argu-
edfor making Nota a candida-
te in the constituencies whe-

reonly one candidate isin the
fray tofind out whetherthelo-
ne contestant had the confi-
dence of voters. The apex co-
urt pointed out that to make
Nota a candidate, Parliament
would be required to carry
out an amendment to the Re-
presentation of People Act.

pContinuedonP9



Key Observation of Supreme Court | Jdfcd Iy @t Wi feuoft

* The Supreme Court stated that a mechanism may be needed to make voting compulsory, not
necessarily as a punitive step.
Fdfad =TT A Bl & HaqH &1 JFarf 9911 8q 18 o fdefad fdan 3 adar 8, 3 3naeas 9 3
G8THD 9 &l

« Objective: Strengthen democracy by increasing voter participation.
329 HAQHAT HITIGR daTdhR didbdd bl Hatgd AT

* Court indicated that NOTA (None of the Above) option could be reconsidered if reforms are

introduced.

AT A Habd o fas afg ger fdw smé @t NOTA fadsed R qAfdar fasar s adar 21

Context of the Case [ ATH® ! Js5qfH
* Observations made during hearing of a PIL seeking reforms in the NOTA mechanism.
ug fewuft NOTA &3 & gYR Haeh sfga aifdesT &t Aars & GRE 6l TS|
« Court noted very low percentage of voters choose NOTA.
T A Bgl fds 9gd B Hagrar NOTA T 39aNT &3d 2|

« To make NOTA a candidate, amendment in the Representation of the People Act would be required.

NOTA ! yameit & 9 A HI=Idl &1 8q siavfafAfeiea AfefFam A Fdeieq smaegds gnm|



™ Constitutional & Legal Framework | Tdenfads @ @1t er

« Article 326: Adult suffrage (18+ years).
3 326: TP HATEBR (18+ aH) |

« Voting is a statutory right under the Representation of the People Act, 1951.
HagH SAvfdfAfea 3ifeifaam, 1951 & dgd denficw 3ifeer 2|

« NOTA introduced after 2013 Supreme Court judgment (PUCL vs Union of India).
2013 # guitH BIE P A0 (PUCL a4 WRd HH) & d1g NOTA W g3

© Countries with Compulsory Voting / 3ifdarl HdeE dra ¢or

« Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Bolivia, Cyprus, Ecuador, Egypt, Greece, Honduras, Mexico,
Nauru, North Korea, Peru, Paraguay, Samoa, Singapore, Turkiye, Uruguay.
%, W, I, AR, qfed, 357
e Penalties usually fines; in Brazil access to certain public services can be restricted.
&8 AATIA: AT, JTeitel § $B AdsiAd Ja13i de ugd Hifid & bt 2|
* In Singapore, name can be deleted from voter list unless reinstated.
famTR ® 3rufieid 781 IR Hagar gt & AT g1 ST Jdbdl 2|
« Partial example: Switzerland (Canton of Schaffhausen).

31ifores 3TER0T: fesRats (AMBEIETA ded) |



e Could increase voter turnout significantly.
HAGTAT HTTIGRT A gig Ivd |

e Raises debate on freedom of choice vs civic duty.
ferdTTd Td=dT g4TH ATTRG Bdd IR 83|

e Strengthens legitimacy of elected governments.

fAaffdd IRBRI B derar 7aigq|

Economic & Governance Impact / 31ifefes a w2mafdds g

e Higher participation may improve policy accountability.
31ferep yrfieRt @ FAfaTd sTaraee! dgaR|

e Administrative cost of enforcing compulsory voting.
HFARS HAGH WM B bl TARIAD «ITd |

e Reduces influence of money power and low-turnout distortions.
BH HAGH d 3~ fapfdal g e-dd & g+ | BHT|




Exam Date Question Answer

Which case led to introduction

UPSC CSE Prelims 2013 of NOTA? PUCL vs Union of India
UPSC CSE Prelims 2017 Article 326 relates to what? Adult suffrage
Representation of the People
SSC CGL 2021 Act was enacted in which 1951
year?
Election Commission of India
CDS 2019 Is established under which Article 324
Article?
RAS 2022 Voting right in India is what Statutory right

type of right?
CAPF 2021 Minimum voting age in India? 18 years
NDA 2020 NOTA stands for? None of the Above



ul Comparative Democratic Practices | dllcdifAe geidr

Country Voting Type
Australia Compulsory
Belgium Compulsory
India Voluntary
@" Statement-Based MCQ

Consider the following statements:

1. Voting in India is a Fundamental Right.

2. NOTA was introduced following a Supreme Court judgment in 2013.

Turnout

~90%+

High

~65-70% average

3. Representation of the People Act governs electoral procedures in India.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(a) 2 and 3 only
(b) 1 only

(¢) 1and 2 only
(d)1,2and 3
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Anthropic’s Cobol tool shakes Wall St,
IBM has biggest one-day fall in 25 yrs

ANTHROPIC CRIES THEFT, GETS FLAK

Shilpa Phadnis & Veena Mani

nthropic’s claim that
Aits Al coding tool Clau-
de can understand and
modernise programming
language Cobol sent IBM
shares down 13% on Monday,

its steepest single-day fall in
over 25 years, wiping out ne-

> EDIT: Deep Steal
»Hegseth summons
Amodei in dispute, P 14
»Sensex dips 1069 pts,
investors lose Z3.6Lcr, P18

> Anthropic accuses 3
Chinese cos — DeepSeek,
Moonshot and MiniMax — of
improperly harvesting large
amounts of data from its Al
technologies in an effort to
accelerate the development
of their own systems

> Rival OpenAl has also
accused Chinese firms of
lifting data from ChatGPT

> Elon Musk tweets, ‘Anthropic

is guilty of stealing training
data at massive scale and has
had to pay settlements’

» Anthropic faces multiple
lawsuits accusing it of illegally
using copyrighted internet
data to train its systems

> NYT has sued OpenAl and
Microsoft claiming its articles
were used to train chatbots
that now compete withitasa
source of reliable info

arly $30 billion in its market

capitalisation.
Cobol is a decades-old
programming language

that underpins many sy-
stems running on IBM’s ma-

inframes, which are used by
critical infrastructure, in-
cluding those of banks,
airlines and govts.

Around the world, there
are very few Cobol develo-

pers anymore, the original
developers have retired, and
universities no longer teach
thelanguage.

pContinuedon P 18




e Anthropic claimed its Al tool (Claude-based system) can understand and modernise COBOL code.
Geiiftes A grar fasar fas 37asT Al €t (Claude 3eMRd YoTidt) COBOL Y IS 3R 3Me[fd g1 Ihdl &

e Following this, IBM shares fell about 13%, marking its steepest one-day drop in over 25 years.
TP 9IS IBM & R—R T 13% TR 718, 57t 25 g8  Jad 951 Thfeddd firrae aff|

e Nearly $30 billion wiped out from IBM's market capitalisation.
IBM & 915TR Y5iTepR0T & 6T 30 3Rd SloiR H &l T |

& Why COBOL Matters /| COBOL @RI Hgcaquf &
e COBOL (Common Business-Oriented Language) is a decades-old programming language.
COBOL (@A fas3 3MRues airdst) T gorah! qRIAT SITTHT WISt &
e Used in critical infrastructure such as banking, airlines, insurance and government systems.
dfdTT, TRATEY, AT 3R WRBR Jonfad sk Hg@quf sraaRe=T 7 3|
e Many legacy systems globally still rely on IBM mainframes running COBOL.
faeenR & &< g yonfeat IBM AH R Ted did COBOL R AR &

e Shortage of COBOL developers due to retirement and declining teaching in universities.

Saaad &Y BH, wilfds RIA fadhes Jarga 8 @ € 3k faeafdarer=i & uers &a|



Market & Economic Impact | 915TR g 311fefes yTa

* |nvestors fear Al-driven code modernization could disrupt IBM's traditional services revenue.
fAderat w1 3merdT & fas Al 3menlRda ®is angyfAchiaRor IBM &t URIRd 31 &Y 1fdd @3 JabdT 8|
» Reflects broader Al disruption in legacy tech companies.
U RIAT ddATD! Uil 7 Al & 38T~ @ATIH dGaTd Bl gRlfal 2l
« Wall Street volatility linked to rapid Al innovation cycles.

dicl ¥te # 31feRar ds1 Al 7a™R Tsh 4 33l

__ Al & Data Controversy / Al 31k 2e1 faare

* Anthropic accused Chinese firms (DeepSeek, Moonshot, MiniMax) of improper data harvesting.
Geifaes A gt dufaat (DeepSeek, Moonshot, MiniMax) R 31fdd 3T TUE T 3RT @1

* OpenAl also accused Chinese firms of lifting data from ChatGPT.
TgAE3TS A Mt TiHT BafFa u? ChatGPT & 321 361 BT AR AITRIT|

* Anthropic itself faces lawsuits alleging use of copyrighted internet data for Al training.
G2t TR Mt BIARISE 32T & IUANT & IRY B HabgH Td 38 &

 The New York Times sued OpenAl and Microsoft over Al training on its articles.

=JATH S8R A OpenAl 3iR Microsoft TR 3197 @@l & U &1 AR HabgHT fasa|



™ Technological & Historical Context | dd-td! d Bfdgifdie T

e COBOL developed in 1959; standardized by CODASYL.
COBOL @1 faerd 1959 #; CODASYL gRI AT |

¢ |IBM mainframes dominate enterprise computing since 1960s.
IBM A-36H 1960 & &2fdb A YeWTest dfeT A Wi |

* Al-based code migration tools emerging as new market segment.
Al 3ENMRA BIg AIgHM ¢l Uh a1 d151R ES|

« Generative Al disrupting software engineering industry.

sRfea Al ArredR SifAaf 3 & agaa a1 &1 81

© Geopolitical Angle | Y-315THIfdd R—ITH

* Al competition between U.S. and China intensifying.
3R 3Rk 919 & dta Al wfazaef a1

« Data sovereignty and copyright debates shaping Al regulation.
32T TonIaT 3R BIIRTSE T8 Al fAH &Y yifad & &t 21

¢ U.S.-China tech rivalry affects global stock markets.

3Mf¥epT-iq daptdt Ufdgfgar dfedd arsRY &) wHifad wdl 21



Company

IBM

Anthropic

OpenAl

Microsoft

Core Area

Enterprise mainframes

Al foundation models

Generative Al

Cloud & Al

Al Impact

Threat from Al code
modernization

Competing in coding Al
Facing copyright litigation

Integrating Al in enterprise
systems



Consider the following statements:

1. COBOL is primarily used in legacy financial and government systems.
2. IBM's share fall was linked to Al-based code modernization claims.

3. COBOL was developed in the 21st century.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(a) 1Tand 2 only
(b) 2 only

(c) T only

(d)1, 2and 3



Union Cabinet Approves Renaming of Kerala
as Keralam



Dimension
Current Development
Year of Approval

Initiating Authority

Reason Given
Constitutional Provision
Procedure

Concerned Ministries
Political Context
Cultural Context
Formation of Kerala

Commemorative Day

Detalls

Union Cabinet approved proposal to rename Kerala as
Keralam.

2026

Kerala Legislative Assembly (Unanimous Resolution — 24
June 2024)

“Keralam” reflects Malayalam linguistic identity more
accurately.

Article 3 of the Constitution of India

1. President refers Bill to State Legislature for views 2.
Parliament passes law 3. Amendment in First Schedule

Ministry of Home Affairs + Ministry of Law & Justice
Ahead of State Assembly elections

Assertion of linguistic and regional identity

1 November 1956 (States Reorganisation Act, 1956)

Kerala Piravi Day — 1 November



Provision

Article 3

Requirement
State Role

Schedule Affected

Explanation

Parliament may alter name, area or boundaries of a
State

President’s recommendation mandatory
State Legislature’s opinion sought (not binding)

First Schedule of the Constitution



Orissa

Uttaranchal

Pondicherry

Madras State

Mysore

Calcutta

Bombay

Allahabad

Gurgaon

Orissa

Uttaranchal

Pondicherry

Madras

Mysore

Calcutta

Bombay

Allahabad

Gurgaon

Odisha

Uttarakhand

Puducherry

Tamil Nadu

Karnataka

Kolkata

Mumbai

Prayagraj

Gurugram

2011

2007

2006

1969

1973

2001

1995

2018

2016

Reflect Odia pronunciation

Cultural & historical identity

Tamil linguistic accuracy

Dravidian linguistic assertion

Regional representation

Bengali pronunciation

Marathi identity

Historical/cultural restoration

Mythological reference



Topic

Capital

Language

Literacy Rate

State Animal
Coastline

Human Development
Nickname

Important Act

Fact

Thiruvananthapuram

Malayalam

Highest among Indian States (~¥96%+)
Indian Elephant

~590 km (Arabian Sea)

Among top in India (HDI ranking high)
“God’s Own Country”

States Reorganisation Act, 1956



Parameter
Article Used

Constitutional
Amendment
Needed?

Requires State
Consent?

Example

Name Change

Article 3

No (Ordinary law
sufficient)

Only consultation

Odisha (2011)

Boundary Change
Article 3

No (Ordinary law
sufficient)

Only consultation

Telangana formation

(2014)



PM Modi Inaugurates Full Delhi-Meerut Namo
Bharat Corridor (RRTS)



Dimension
Project Name

Corridor
Total Length

Inauguration Year

Executing Agency

Key Sections Opened

States Covered

Integration

Top Speed (RRTS)

Average Speed

Travel Time (Delhi-Meerut)

Major Hub

Details
Namo Bharat Regional Rapid Transit System (RRTS)

Delhi—-Meerut

82 km

2026

National Capital Region Transport Corporation (NCRTC)
5 km: Sarai Kale Khan — New Ashok Nagar (Delhi) 21
km: Meerut South — Modipuram (UP)

Delhi & Uttar Pradesh

Connected with Meerut Metro

~160 km/h (operational ~130 km/h)

~100 km/h

~55-60 minutes

Sarai Kale Khan (multi-modal integration hub)



Dimension

Economic Growth
Employment

Urban Planning

Carbon Emission Reduction
Real Estate Impact

Ease of Living

Impact

Boost to NCR economic corridor

Jobs in construction, operations, logistics

Promotes “Twin City” development (Delhi—-Meerut)
Reduced private vehicle dependency

Rise in peri-urban development

Reduced congestion & faster commuting



Aspect
Implementing Body
Ministry

Funding Pattern

Related Policy

Alignment

Details

NCRTC (Joint venture of Centre + Delhi +
Haryana + UP + Rajasthan)

Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs

Multilateral funding (ADB, World Bank type
financing models used in similar corridors)

National Transit-Oriented Development (TOD)
Policy

Gati Shakti Master Plan



Year

Development

2005

2013
2019
2023
2026

NCR Planning Board conceptualized regional rapid
transit

NCRTC incorporated
Construction began
First section (Sahibabad—Duhai) inaugurated

Full Delhi—Meerut corridor operational




Proposed Route

Sarai Kale Khan — Karnal
(Haryana)

Sarai Kale Khan —
Babarpur — Neemrana

(Rajasthan)
Delhi — Alwar
Delhi — Panipat

Length

~125-130 km

Planned

Planned

Planned

Status

Under consideration

Proposal stage

Future RRTS corridor
DPR stage



Parameter
Purpose

Speed

Station Spacing
Travel Distance

Example

RRTS

Inter-city rapid transit
160 km/h

5-10 km

50-150 km
Delhi—-Meerut

Metro

Intra-city transit
80-90 km/h
1-2 km

10-40 km

Delhi Metro



Goa Hosts World Ocean Science Congress
2026



Dimension
Event Name
Host Location
Date

Venue

Organisers
Previous Host Cities (India)

Theme Focus

Participants

Details

World Ocean Science Congress (WOSC) 2026
Goa, India

February 2026

CSIR-National Institute of Oceanography (NIO),
Dona Paula

NIO, National Centre for Polar and Ocean
Research (NCPOR), Goa University

Visakhapatnam, Kochi, Chennai

Ocean health, climate resilience, blue economy,
marine ecosystems

Scientists, policymakers, researchers, students
(~600 high school students involved in outreach)



Dimension

Climate Change

Blue Economy

Marine Biodiversity

National Security

Disaster Management

Importance

Oceans regulate global climate & absorb
~30% CO,

Sustainable marine resource use for economic
growth

Protect coral reefs, fisheries & coastal
ecosystems

Maritime surveillance & coastal resilience

Early warning for cyclones, tsunamis



Parameter
Coastline Length
Sea

Major Port
Economy

River Systems

Data

~193 km

Arabian Sea

Mormugao Port

Tourism, fisheries, mining

Mandovi & Zuari



Topic Details

Legal framework governing

UNCLOS (1982) oceans

India’s Maritime Zones Act

(1976) Defines territorial waters, EEZ

EEZ Limit 200 nautical miles

Launched 2021 for seabed mining

D O Missi
eep Ocean Mission 2 research

Sagarmala Project Port-led development initiative



Component
Fisheries
Renewable Energy
Marine Transport
Seabed Mining

Coastal Tourism

Description

Sustainable fish stock management
Offshore wind & tidal power

Green shipping corridors
Polymetallic nodules exploration

Sustainable coastal development



Initiative Objective

UN Decade of Ocean Science (2021-

2030) Sustainable ocean development

Climate mitigation including ocean

Paris Agreement
role

International Seabed Authority Regulates deep seabed mining



Indicator Fact

Share in Trade ~95% by volume via sea

Coastal Population ~30% of India’s population

~4% of GDP (approx., growing

Blue Economy Contribution
sector)

Gujarat, Kerala, Tamil Nadu,

Major Fisheries States Andhra Pradesh



Rob Jetten Becomes Netherlands” Youngest
Prime Minister (2026)
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Dimension

Name

Country

Age at Swearing-in
Party

Capital

Head of State

Parliament

Coalition Partners

Main Opposition

Special Significance

Details

Rob Jetten

Netherlands

38 years (Youngest PM in Dutch history)
Rob Jetten — Leader of Democrats 66 (D66)
The Hague (Seat of Government)
Willem-Alexander (Constitutional Monarch)

150-member House of Representatives (Tweede
Kamer)

D66 + Christian Democratic Appeal (CDA) + People's
Party for Freedom and Democracy (VVD)

Geert Wilders — Party for Freedom (PVV)

First openly gay Prime Minister of Netherlands



Aspect
Election Type
Result

Coalition Talks

Seats Controlled

Government Nature

Details

Snap Election (October 2025)
Narrow victory of D66 over PVV
117 days of negotiations

66 out of 150 (Minority-dependent
coalition)

Coalition Government (Proportional
Representation system)



Event Year

Netherlands adopts

constitutional monarchy 1815

Maastricht Treaty signed (EU 1992 (Maastricht, Netherlands)

milestone)
First female Dutch PM? None yet (as of 2026)
Previous PM Mark Rutte (Longest-serving PM

before stepping down)



Parameter

Major Port
Major Institutions
Currency

Economic Model

Major Sectors

Fact
Rotterdam (Europe’s largest port)

International Court of Justice (The
Hague)

Euro (€)
Trade-oriented, high-income economy

Agriculture, Shipping, Energy,
Technology



Sachin Tendulkar Named UN Global Road
Safety Champion



Dimension
Appointee

Title Given
Appointing Body
Year

Objective

Focus Areas

UN Initiative Linked

Details

Sachin Tendulkar

UN Global Road Safety Champion

United Nations

2026

Promote safer roads and responsible driving
Helmet use, seat belts, speed control, awareness
Decade of Action for Road Safety (2021-2030)



Aspect

Global Target

UN Special Envoy
Key Strategy

SDG Linkage

Details

Reduce road traffic deaths by 50% by 2030
Jean Todt

Enforcement + Infrastructure + Awareness

SDG 3 (Good Health & Well-being), SDG 11
(Sustainable Cities)



Parameter
Global Rank (Accidents)

Major Causes

Key Law
Institutional Body

Economic Loss

Data / Focus
Among highest road fatalities globally

Overspeeding, drunk driving, lack of helmet/seatbelt
use

Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Act, 2019
Ministry of Road Transport & Highways (MoRTH)
~3% of GDP (approx., World Bank estimates)



State
Rajasthan
Kerala
Tamil Nadu

Assam

Focus Areas

Blackspot correction & safer highways
School safety zones & pedestrian safety
Emergency trauma response systems

Cycling & rural road safety



Topic

Decade of Action (First Phase)
Current Phase

WHO Role

Vision Zero Model

India’s Supreme Court

Fact

2011-2020

2021-2030

Technical support in road injury prevention
Originated in Sweden

Committee on Road Safety monitors compliance
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Vasudevan Mukunth

A

QUESTION 1

In September 1919, Adolf Hitler joined the
German Workers’ Party (DAP), a small
nationalist group in Munich founded by

. On February 24, 1920, the
DAP renamed itself ‘NSDAP’, later
colloquially called the Nazi Party. Fill in the
blanks.

A

QUESTION 2

In 1921-22, the NSDAP set up a paramilitary
wing called the Sturmabteilung, or SA for
short, and used it to intimidate its
opponents and to stage rallies. What was
the colloquial name for members of this
wing, which was based on the colour of
their uniforms?

A

QUESTION 3

Hitler didn’t trust the Sturmabteilung, so in

CM
K

1923 he created a separate unit in charge of
his personal security. However, this unit
was abolished after the event known as X
that year, failed and landed Hitler in prison.
Name X.

[N

QUESTION 4

In 1925, Hitler created Y, whose name was
German for ‘Protection Squadron’. For
Hitler’s purposes, it replaced the
Sturmabteilung. Thanks to the leadership
of Heinrich Himmler from 1929, it went on
to become one of the most powerful and
feared organisations in Nazi Germany.
Name.

B

QUESTION 5

Name the event of February 23, 1933, that
Hitler used as a pretext to arrest
communists en masse, skewing the
elections on March 5 in the NSDAP’s favour
and eventually leading to Hitler getting the
power to make laws without parliament.

A

Visual question:

Name this leader who, despite his dislike of
Hitler, made choices that sowed political
instability and allowed Hitler to consolidate

power.
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Questions and Answers to the previous day’s daily quiz:

1. Name Rajinikanth’s debut film. Ans: Apoorva Raagangal
2. The names of Kamal Haasan and Rajinikanth’s characters
in 16 Vayathinile. Ans: Kamal was Gopalakrishnan aka
‘Chappani’ while Rajinikanth played the villain
‘Parattai’

3. The Tamil version of the Telugu Andamaina Anubhavam.
Ans: Ninaithale Inikkum

4, The last time the two shared the screen as full-fledged
co-leads was in this 1979 fantasy film. Ans: Allauddinum
Albhutha Vilakkum

5. Rajinikanth’s first full-length comedy film. Ans: Thillu
Mullu

6. In their only Hindi film to date, this legend enacted the
role of Kamal’s sibling. Ans: Geraftaar and Amitabh
Bachchan

7. This person is directing and composing the music for the
reunion film. Ans: Nelson Dilipkumar and Anirudh
Ravichander

Visual: Name this acclaimed K. Balachander work. Ans:

Word of the day

Unsolicited:

not requested or sought

Synonyms: unasked-for

Usa €. He keeps giving me and my friends
unsolicited advice.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/
unsolicitedpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: / Ansa'listtid/
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Watch Now
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What you'll get
« Coverage of all major national and international events from January 2025 to March 2026

» 20 high-priority topics explained in depth so you can handle both factual and analytical questions
Topics to be Covered:
1. Government Schemes (Flagship + New Launches)
2. Budget & Taxation
3. Economic Indicators
4. Reports & Indices (India’s Rank)
5. International Affairs (India + Major Summits)
6. Science & Tech
7. Environment & Ecology
8. Polity & Constitution Updates
9. Awards & Honours
10. Sports
11. Banking & Financial Market
12. Defence
13. Appointments & Resignations
14. Books & Authors
15. Important Days & Themes
16. Government Committees
17. States in News
18. India Rankings & Lists
19. Sports + Govt Sports Schemes
20. Miscellaneous Must-Do

« All video lectures will be delivered in bilingual format (Hindi + English) to ensure clarity and comfort for
every learner.
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