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The urban definition affects 
state revenues, resource 

distribution, planning 
commissions’ data, and 

14th/15th Finance 
Commission allocations.

Important for urban 
governance reforms, 

sustainable city planning, 
and SDG 11 (Sustainable 
Cities and Communities).



Urban Population in India –
Present Status (2025 

estimate)

As per the World Bank & UN 
World Urbanisation 

Prospects, about 36–37% of 
India’s total population lives 

in urban areas (2025 
estimate).

In 1951, India’s urban 
population was only 17%.

By 2011 Census, it rose to 
31.2% (approx. 377 million 

people).

In 2023, India’s urban share 
crossed 36% (~515 million 

people).

By 2035, it is projected to 
touch 43%, and by 2050, 

nearly 50% of Indians will live 
in urban areas.



•States with highest urbanisation (2011 Census):
• Tamil Nadu (48.4%),
• Kerala (47.7%),
• Maharashtra (45.2%),
• Gujarat (42.6%).

•States with lowest urbanisation:
• Himachal Pradesh (10%),
• Bihar (11.3%),
• Assam (14%).

•India has 53 cities with population over 1 million (2011 
Census); this will increase in 2025 data.
•Megacities (10+ million): Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata, Bengaluru, 
Chennai, Hyderabad.

















Why it’s needed: 
Alarming Brain 
Injury Stats in 

India

India has the 
highest number of 

head injuries 
globally.

1 million people 
suffer serious head 
injuries every year.

Over 1 lakh deaths 
annually due to 

head injuries.

Half the deaths 
occur within the 

first 2 hours of the 
injury.

Delayed diagnosis 
= increased 

disability and 
higher mortality.



Factor CT Scan (Computed Tomography) MRI (Magnetic Resonance Imaging)

Principle Uses X-rays to create cross-sectional images of the body.
Uses strong magnetic fields & radio waves to generate detailed 
images.

Radiation ✅ Involves ionising radiation (like multiple X-rays). ❌ No radiation — considered safer for long-term use.

Image Quality
Better for bones, chest, lungs, fractures, internal 
bleeding.

Superior for soft tissues, brain, spinal cord, joints, ligaments, 
tumors.

Speed
Very fast (a few minutes). Useful in emergencies (e.g., 
accidents, stroke).

Slower (30–60 minutes). Not suitable for unstable patients.

Noise/Comfort Open machine, less noisy, less claustrophobic.
Tube-like machine, loud noises, can cause claustrophobia (often 
need earplugs).

Safety Concerns
Radiation exposure (not ideal for repeated scans, children, 
or pregnancy).

Cannot be done if patient has metal implants, pacemaker, 
cochlear implant, etc.

Contrast Agents Iodine-based (may affect kidneys).
Gadolinium-based (generally safer but avoided in kidney 
disease).

Availability Widely available, even in smaller hospitals. Less available, usually in big hospitals/metros.

Cost (India, 2025 
approx.)

₹2,000 – ₹8,000 depending on body part & city. ₹6,000 – ₹25,000 depending on body part & city.

Best Suited For
Trauma, fractures, lung disease, cancer detection, stroke 
(initial scan).

Brain disorders, spinal cord injury, ligament tears, tumors, soft 
tissue evaluation.































The African Union (AU) has 
endorsed the “Correct the 
Map” campaign to replace 
the Mercator projection

with Equal Earth and other 
alternatives.

Aim: Restore geographical 
accuracy, address 

systematic distortions that 
downplay Africa's size, and 

reclaim dignity in global 
representation.







Map Type Pros Cons

Mercator
Navigation; Straight 
lines

Distorts size; 
Eurocentric

Equal Earth
True relative sizes; 
equity

Shapes may look 
curved

Gall-Peters Accurate sizes
Shapes appear 
stretched



• Consider the following statements 
regarding the Mercator Projection:

• It was originally designed to assist in 
oceanic navigation.

• It accurately represents the size of 
equatorial continents like Africa.

• The African Union supports replacing it 
due to its size distortions and colonial 
legacy.

• The Equal Earth projection distorts 
shapes but maintains area accuracy.

• Which of the above statements are 
correct?
A. 1, 2 and 3 only
B. 1, 3 and 4 only 
C. 2 and 4 only
D. 1, 2, 3 and 4





















• Consider the following statements 
regarding the Integrated Air Defence
Weapon System (IADWS) recently 
tested by DRDO:
• It consists of only missile-based 
interceptors for enemy UAVs.
• The system includes a Centralised
Command and Control developed 
indigenously.
• Directed Energy Weapons (DEWs) 
using lasers were tested as part of the 
system.
• Which of the above statements 
is/are correct?
• A. 1 and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1 and 3 only
D. 1, 2 and 3



















Use in UPSC 
Mains/Essay/GS:

GS Paper II: Governance 
and Government 

schemes

GS Paper III: 
Agriculture, 

Infrastructure, E-
Technology in aid of 

farmers

Essay: Role of 
Technology in Rural 

India

Ethics: Public service 
delivery through 

innovation



• Consider the following statements regarding India’s first smart-intelligent village:

• Satnavari village is located in Maharashtra’s Nagpur district.

• It is implemented under the BharatNet Programme directly by the Union Ministry of 
Rural Development.

• The project aims to introduce technological interventions mainly in agriculture.

• Which of the above statements are correct?
A. 1 and 2
B. 2 and 3
C. 1 and 3 
D. 1, 2 and 3













Thank you ☺


