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U.S. announces civilian nuclear deal with Saudi

ence France-Presse
RIYADH

The United States and Sau-
di Arabia on Wednesday
announced a landmark
deal that would establish a
civiian nuclear pro-
gramme in the kingdom,
which U.S. President Do-
nald Trump said was con-
tingent on Riyadh norma-
lising relations with Israel.

The move comes as the
U.S. fights a war with Iran
that began in large part ov-
er concerns about Tehran’s
nuclear programme - still
a key point of contention in
now-stalled peace talks.

The deal is set to gener-
ate billions of dollars for
American companies and
is seen as a major win for
Iran’s long-time regional
rival, but critics fear it also
carries risks.

Washington has sought
in recent years to tie any
nuclear agreement and de-
fence pact to Saudi normal-
isation with Israel, and just
hours after the deal was
announced, Mr. Trump
took to social media to say
Riyadh must first meet that

~ea

condition. The nuclear
deal “will be approved, but
is totally subject to Saudi
Arabia joining the very res-
pected and successful
Abraham Accords”, he
wrote.

Concern of enrichment
Critics have insisted the
deal — the text of which
was not immediately made
public — could precipitate
a nuclear race in a region
already battered by war.

One provision would
potentially see U.S. compa-
nies build a uranium en-
richment facility in Saudi
Arabia, the Wall Street
Journal reported.

The U.S. Energy Depart-
ment made no mention of
such a provision and did
not offer comment when
asked about it by AFP,
while Mr. Trump added in
his Truth Social post that:

“There will be no en-
richment of material!”

The deal will be submit-
ted to Congress for review,
but the Republican-con-

trolled legislature is unlike-
ly to block its
implementation.

Close allies: President Trump with Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman in Washington, in November last year. AP

U.S. lawmakers from
both parties and Israeli of-
ficials have previously
voiced opposition to such a
project over fears Saudi
Arabia could eventually
convert it to develop nu-
clear weapons.

“Trump claims his war
on Iran is about stopping
an authoritarian country
from enriching nuclear
fuel,” left-wing U.S. Senator
Bernie Sanders wrote on X.

“Now he’s letting his
best friends in Saudi Ara-
bia — one of the most bru-
tal dictatorships in the
world — do exactly that.

This is absurd.”

‘Pact with safeguards’
U.S. Secretary of State Mar-
co Rubio said that “any
agreement that we’re go-
ing to make with any coun-
try in the world on civil nu-
clear energy is going to be
one that will have safe-
guards in place to ensure
that it can’t be turned into
a weapons programme”.
Riyadh, like Tehran, has
long been adamant about
its right to pursue a civilian
nuclear programme. Last
year it signed a mutual de-
fence pact with nuclear-

armed Pakistan.

Policymakers have long
feared that if Iran pro-
duced a nuclear weapon,
the move would set off an
arms race across the Gulf.

U.S. Energy Secretary
Chris Wright dismissed
concerns about prolifera-
tion, insisting the deal was
in Washington’s economic
and strategic interest.

The U.S. has agreements
governing nuclear cooper-
ation with more than 50
countries.

Experts said such a deal
had been in the works for a
while, but some raised
concerns about the poten-
tial for uranium enrich-
ment on Saudi soil.

“It would be a mistake
to allow Saudi Arabia the
capability for enrichment,”
said Matthew Kroenig of
the Atlantic Council in
comments made before
the deal was formally an-
nounced. “Washington is
right to strengthen its rela-
tionship with Riyadh, but it
should not do so at the ex-
pense of its effective nu-
clear weapons nonprolifer-
ation standards.”




Aspect

What happened?

Objective

Strategic significance

Political condition

Congressional approval

Details

The United States and Saudi Arabia announced a landmark agreement to
establish a civilian nuclear energy programme in Saudi Arabia.

Help Saudi Arabia develop nuclear power for electricity generation,
economic diversification, and energy security.

Strengthens U.S.—Saudi strategic ties, creates business opportunities for
U.S. companies, and reduces Chinese/Russian influence in the Gulf
nuclear sector.

U.S. President Donald Trump stated that the agreement would ultimately
require Saudi Arabia to join the Abraham Accords (normalisation with
Israel).

The agreement will be reviewed by the U.S. Congress, where approval is
expected due to Republican support.



Issue

Uranium enrichment

Nuclear proliferation

Regional arms race

Israel's concerns

Explanation

Reports suggested Saudi Arabia may eventually obtain
uranium enrichment capability, which can produce fuel
for reactors but also has weapons implications.

Critics fear enrichment technology could eventually be
diverted toward nuclear weapons.

If Saudi Arabia acquires enrichment capability,
countries like Iran, UAE, Turkey or Egypt could seek
similar capabilities.

Israeli officials have long opposed any Saudi
enrichment programme due to regional security risks.



ltem

Legal framework

Current coverage

Purpose

Details

Section 123 of the U.S. Atomic Energy Act
(1954)

More than 50 countries and entities have U.S.
civilian nuclear cooperation agreements.

Enables the export of U.S. nuclear reactors,
fuel, equipment, technology and services
under strict non-proliferation conditions.



Region

Asia

Europe

Middle East
Americas

Oceania

Countries/Entities

India, Japan, South Korea, China, Taiwan
Euratom (covers EU members), UK,
Switzerland, Norway

UAE, Saudi Arabia (new agreement)

Canada, Argentina, Brazil, Mexico

Australia



2. Why is the U.S. helping Saudi Arabia build a civilian nuclear

programme?

It is driven by economic, strategic, geopolitical, and energy-security interests, not just electricity

generation.

Reason

Energy diversification

Vision 2030

Commercial opportunity

Counter China & Russia

Strategic alliance

Regional influence

Explanation

Saudi Arabia wants to reduce domestic oil consumption for electricity and use

nuclear power instead.

Nuclear energy supports Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman's economic

diversification programme.

U.S. companies (such as Westinghouse) could win multi-billion-dollar reactor

contracts. @ TheDep.. +

The U.S. wants Saudi Arabia to buy American nuclear technology rather than

Russian (Rosatom) or Chinese reactors. @ The Department ...

Strengthens one of America's most important Middle East security

partnerships.

Keeps Saudi Arabia within the U.S.-led security architecture.



Major U.S. exports to Saudi Arabia

Sector Examples

Aircraft Boeing aircraft and parts

Defence Military equipment and weapons systems

Machinery Industrial machinery

Vehicles Cars and heavy equipment

Medical equipment Healthcare devices

Nuclear technology Reactors, fuel-cycle services, engineering (under the new agreement)

Major Saudi exports to the U.S.

Sector Examples

Petroleum Crude oil and refined petroleum products
Petrochemicals Chemicals and plastics

Fertilisers Industrial chemicals

Aluminium Metal products
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How should cities reclaim footpaths?

Why was the Street Vendors Act enacted? What does the Act require before vendors can be removed? What is the role of the Town Vending Committee? Can
street vendors be evicted before a survey is completed? Why has Bengaluruss footpath drive come under scrutiny?

EXPLAINER
Rishita Khanna
The story so far:
offowing the Supreme Court's
recognition of the right to walk
on safe, obstruction-free
footpaths as a fundamental

right, Bengaluru Development Minister
Krishna Byre Gowda directed the five city
corporations under the Greater
Bengaluru Authority to launch a 10-day
‘Safe Footpath’ drive, The drive removed
thousands of street vendors from
pavements and cleared encroachments.
While many welcomed the initlative, it
also raised questions over whether the
removals complied with the Street
Vendors (Protection of Livelthood and
Regulation of Street Vending) Act, 2014,
which seeks to balance pedestrians’ right
10 walk with street vendors” right to
livelihood.

Why was the Street Vendors Act
enacted?

The Supreme Court’s recognition of the
right to walk does not mean street
vending has no place on public streets.
Long before the latest ruling, the court
had repeatedly held that street vending is
a ‘legitimate” occupation protected under
Article 19 of the Constitution, while
making it clear that it can be regulated in
the public interest,

Those judgments were born out of a
recurring pastern — municipal bodies and
police evicting vendors, mostly without
notice, reducing years of livelihoods o
rubble overnight,

The Street Vendors (Protection of
Livelihood and Regulation of Street
Vending) Act, 2044, was enacted to end
such arbitrary removals by laying down
the process for regulating street vending.

Contrary to popular perception, the
Act is neither an anti-encroachment law
not one that gives vendors an
unrestricted right over public spaces.

>

I~

Instead, it seeks o balance two
competing rights - the publi's right to
safe, obstruction-free footpaths and a
street vendor's right to eam a livelihood.,
1t kxys down i step-by-step process that
every city is expected to follow before
deciding who can vend, where they can
vend and when they can be removed or
relocated.

What process does the Act prescribe
before vendors can be removed?

The first step is the constinution of a Town
Vending Committee (TVC), the backbane
of the law.

The committee includes officials,
police, planning authorities, resident
representatives and street vendors
themselves, who must make up at least
40% of its members, with representation
for women and other marginalised
communities. The idea is that decisions
affecting vendors should not be taken
without vendors having a seat at the table,
Every subsequent step is expected to flow

In Wlum.ww r;vmng verdors before putting in place the mechanism

e
‘ o o \

through this committee.

Once the committee is constituted, the
Act requires it 1o survey all street vendors,
The survey is meant to idemtify existing
vendors before the authorities decide
who can continue vending and under
what conditions,

Moreover, the Act protects existing
vendors during this process. It states that
no street vendor should be evicted or
refocated until the survey has been
completed and Certificates of Vending
have been issued. The peotection was
budlt into the lw to prevent exactly the
kind of arbitrary removalks that had
prompted its enactment.

Once the survey is completed, eligible
vendors are issued a Certificate of
Vending. It is official permission to vend
at a specified location and under specified
conditions. The certificate does not give a
vendor ownership over public land. It
only recognises the right to vend in
accordance with the Act.

The Act does not prohibit the removal

: S
through which the Act s meant 1o work. K MUSAL KUMAR

of street vendors. It only requires that
such action follow the process lasd down
under the kv,

Why has Bengaluru’s footpath drive
come under scrutiny?
In Bengalury, corporations started
removing vendors belore putting in place
the mechanismn throagh which the Act is
meant to work.

Karnataka Chief Minister DK
Shivakumar later promised relocation,
the Act requires a TVC to identify vending
and novending zones, Bengaluru does
not have one.

While the Kamataka government acted
on the Supreme Court’s recognition of
pedestrians’ right to safe footpaths, the
Street Vendors Act makes it equally clear
that reclaiming those footpaths cannot
become a justification for bypassing the
safeguards

the primacy of one right over the other, is
the very foundation of the law.

THE GIST

v

The Street Vendors Act, 2004,
was enacted to regulate street
vending by balancing
pedestrians’ right to safe,
obstruction-free footpaths with
street vendors' right to
Ivelinood, while preventing
arbitrary evictions.

-

The Act requires avthorities to
constitute a Town Yending
Committee, conduct surveys,
issue Certificates of Vending
and identify vending and
no-vending zones before
vendors are refmoved or
relocated.



Following the Supreme Court's recognition of safe, obstruction-free footpaths as part of the Right to
Life (Article 21), the Bengaluru Development Minister directed civic bodies to launch a 10-day "Safe
Footpath" drive to remove encroachments.

However, the drive attracted criticism because street vendors were removed before following the legal
process under the Street Vendors (Protection of Livelihood and Regulation of Street Vending) Act,
2014.

Why was the Street Vendors Act enacted?

Aspect Details
Problem Street vendors were frequently evicted without notice by municipal authorities.
Supreme Court view Street vending is a legitimate occupation protected under Article 19(1)(g) (Right to

practice any profession), subject to reasonable restrictions.

Objective Balance pedestrians' right to obstruction-free footpaths with vendors' right to
livelihood.
Nature of Act It is not an anti-encroachment law, nor does it give vendors unlimited rights over

public spaces.



Objectives of the Act

» Protect livelihood of street vendors.

* Regulate street vending.

» Prevent arbitrary eviction.

» Ensure free movement of pedestrians.
« Establish transparent vending zones.

Town Vending Committee (TVC)
The TVC is the backbone of the Act.

Composition

Members

Municipal officials

Police representatives

Urban planning authorities
Resident Welfare Associations
Street vendor representatives
At least 40% women

Representatives of SC/ST/OBC and other vulnerable communities



Functions of TVC

e Conduct survey of all street vendors.

» |dentify eligible vendors.

» |ssue Certificates of Vending.

* |dentify vending and no-vending zones.
e Recommend relocation where necessary.
e Resolve disputes.

Procedure before vendors can be removed

The Act prescribes a clear sequence.

Step Requirement

1 Constitute Town Vending Committee
2 Conduct survey of all vendors

3 Identify eligible vendors

4 Issue Certificate of Vending

5 Notify vending/no-vending zones

6 Remove or relocate vendors only after due process



Certificate of Vending
A Certificate of Vending:

« Allows vending at specified locations.

« Specifies conditions for vending.

* Does not confer ownership over public land.

« Can be modified or cancelled according to law.

Protection provided by the Act

The Act specifically states:

« No vendor should be evicted before completion of the survey.
« Vendors cannot be removed arbitrarily.
» Authorities must follow due process.

Why Bengaluru's drive came under scrutiny

The criticism is based on legal procedure.

Issue Reason

Vendors removed first Surveys were incomplete.

TVC absent Bengaluru reportedly had not constituted the required TVC.
No vending zones Had not been formally identified.

Due process Authorities bypassed the safeguards under the Act.
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SBI Foundation announces 100 cr.
scholarship for 25,000 students

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

SBI Foundation, the Cor-
porate Social Responsibili-
ty (CSR) arm of the State
Bank of India (SBI), has an-
nounced the launch of the
SBI Platinum Jubilee Asha
Scholarship 2026 — one of
India’s largest corporate
scholarship programmes
under which 25,707 meri-
torious students from eco-
nomically disadvantaged
families across the country
will receive annual scholar-
ships ranging from 15,000
to %15,00,000, depending
on the category.

The scholarship is for
students across multiple
academic pathways, in-
cluding school students
(Classes 9-12), undergrad-
uate and postgraduate stu-
dents studying at NIRF Top
300 or NAAC A-rated insti-
tutions, Medical (MBBS)

The scholarship is for
students across
multiple academic
pathways, including
school students

students, students en-
rolled at IITs and IIMs and
students pursuing master’s
programmes abroad at un-
iversities ranked among
the Top 200 in the QS

World University
Rankings.
Applications for the

Scholarship 2026 will re-
main open from July 22,
2026, to September 4,
2026. Eligible students can
apply through the official
scholarship portal at
www.sbiashascholarship-
.co.in, where detailed eligi-
bility criteria, scholarship
categories, benefits and
application guidelines are
available.
BN

Challa Sreenivasulu Set-
ty, Chairman, SBI, said,
“We believe every deserv-
ing student should get an
equal opportunity to pur-
sue quality education and
realise their aspirations, ir-
respective of financial cir-
cumstances. By expanding
access to quality education
across diverse academic
pathways, we are nurtur-
ing the next generation of
leaders, innovators and
professionals who will
drive India’s growth and
global competitiveness.”

“Through this initiative,
we aim to empower over
25000 scholars to become
the torchbearers of pro-
gress,” he added.

This programme is co-
funded by other SBI Group
entities - SBI General Insu-
rance, SBI Life, SBI Securi-
ties, SBI Pension Fund, SBI
Ventures, SBI Trustee, and
SBI Operations Support.



Item Details

Programme SBI Platinum Jubilee Asha Scholarship 2026
Implemented by SBI Foundation (CSR arm of SBI)

Total corpus 2100 crore

Beneficiaries 25,707 students

Scholarship amount %15,000-215,00,000 annually

Eligible Categories

The scholarship covers multiple educational stages.

Category Eligibility

School Classes 9-12

Undergraduate Students in NIRF Top 300 / NAAC A institutions
Postgraduate Eligible institutions

Medical MBBS students

IITs Students enrolled in IITs

IIMs Students enrolled in [IMs

Overseas Masters Top 200 QS-ranked universities



Application Timeline

Item Date
Opens 22 July 2026
Closes 4 September 2026

Applications are submitted through the official SBI Asha Scholarship portal.

Objective

Promote access to quality education.

Support economically disadvantaged meritorious students.
Encourage higher education in India and abroad.

Build future leaders and professionals.

Funding Partners

The programme is co-funded by:

SBI General Insurance
SBI Life

SBI Securities

SBI Pension Fund

SBI Ventures

SBI Trustee

SBI Operations Support
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Alongside Centre, states’ education expenditure too declined over past 12 years

GRAPHS,
DATA,
PERSPECTIVES

BY UDIT MISRA

WEEKLY ECONOMIC AND POLICY INSIGHTS USING DATA

THE ONGOING youth protests at Jantar
Mantarin Delhi and in several other cities,
demanding the resignation of Education
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan and seek-
ing education reforms, have brought atten-
tion to the state of education in India.

The Indian Express had recently ex-
plained how the Education Ministry's
share of the Unlon Budget had sharply de-
clined over the past 12 years — from 4.6%
in2013-14 (the last year that the Congress-
led UPA government was in power) to
2.5% In 2025-26. The fall suggests that the
BJP-led NDA government reduced em-
phasis on education.

Asasubject of policymaking, however,

education is not the sole preserve of the
Union government.

Common subject

Education falls under the Concurrent
list in the Seventh Schedule of the Indian
Constitution.

The schedule essentially divides powers
and responsibilities between the Union
and state governments through three lists
— Union, State and Concurrent. Both the
Centre and state governments can legislate
on subjects under the Concurrent list.

So, how do stares act on the subject of
education and what policy significance do
they attachto it? A broad marker of priority
is to examine the share of a state's total ex-
penditure on education. The table and
chart alongside provide aglimpse of where
thingsstand.

Apart from providing an average for all
states and Union Territories, the table also
looks at a selection of states to provide a
geographically and politically diverse
sample for the country.

« State of education
expenditure

Expenditure | State-wise gross

Sl:;'/i:'lonr:f" on educatittn' enrolment rs'azio
(2025-26)" | (2024.25)
Bihar [ 20 | 45
Gujerat | 13 61
Keraa | 12| 94
TamiilNadu | 12 | &9
|WestBengal 14 75
NCTDelni | 18 | 92
| 69

« AAPeffecton
educationspend

@ NCTDelhl @ Allstatesand UTs in%*)
24~
» 2

2
204
184

|
164

\
4
-
e e

2008-09 201617 2025-26

“AS FERCENTAGE OF AGGREGATE EXPENDITURE **FOR SECONDARY EDUCATION *2024-25(RE) *2025-26 (8E) SOURCE:RBI

NOTE: INCLUDES EXPENIXTURE ON SPORTS. ART AND CULTURE UNDER REVENUE EXPENDITURE AND CAPITAL OUTLAY

For some context about the status of
education, while many variables could be

epaper.indianexprew

chosen, the table shows data on gross en-
rolment ratio (GER) at the secondary edu-

cation level(Classes91012), The GER isthe
total number of students enrolled in aspe-
cific level of education — regardless of their
age — divided by the total population of the
official age group for that level, multiplied
by 100, A look at the GER in the second col-
umn confirms the long-held notions of
which states are better educated and which
are laggards,

For instance, Bihar's GER is4Swhilethat
of Kerala Is 94. A low GER also reveals the
distance any state has to cover to achieve a
better level of education. This is especially
relevant given the population difference in
states such as Bihar and Kerala. In essence,
irgives asense of the need for the state gov-
emment to spend on education.

The first column in the table shows
states’ expenditure on education as a per-
centage of total expenditure. Bihar and
Delhi stand out.

To be sure, both states were spending
even higher than this in the years preced-
ing 2025-26. Inthe same period, statessuch
as Kerala and Tamil Nadu have shares

S

below the national average. Longer-term
data — going back to 2008-09 — shows that
Tamil Nadu has largely tracked and then
fallen just behind the national level. Kerala
used toallocate a higher share than the na-
tional average until the Covid-19 year of
2020, and has lagged since then. Gujarat,
too, has lagged behind the national average
more often than not.

What is concerning is that the national
average of all states and UTs itself has been
trending down, asthe chartalongside shows.
After staying at around 17% in 2013-14, the
average share of expenditure on education
hasgradually fallen. This fall iscrucial, since
itmirrorsthe fall in the share of money spent
by the Union government as well,

There are exceptions to this trend,
though. Take the Union Territory of Delhi
under the Aam Aadmi Party government,
which initially made health and education
the key pillars of its pitch to voters, Between
2014-15 and 2024-25, education’s share
went up sharply, in contrast to the falling
trend of the national average,




Education is a Concurrent List subject (Seventh Schedule).
Both:

e Union Government
 State Governments

can legislate and spend on education.

Decline in Union Government Spending

Year Share of Union Budget spent on Education
2013-14 4.6%
2025-26 2.5%

The article argues this reflects a reduced fiscal priority for education.



State-wise Education Expenditure (2025-26)

Education expenditure (% of total

State/UT

Bihar

Delhi (NCT)
West Bengal
Guijarat
Kerala

Tamil Nadu

All States & UTs

Major Observations

Bihar

» Highest education spending share (20%).
* Yet lowest GER (45).
¢ Indicates higher investment is still needed.

expenditure)

20%

19%

14%

13%

12%

12%

13%

Gross Enrolment Ratio
(Secondary)

45

92

75

61

94

89

69



Kerala

* Lower expenditure share (12%).
» Highest GER (94).
» Reflects long-term investment and strong educational outcomes.

Tamil Nadu

» High GER (89).
» Historically strong investment in education.

Delhi

» Education spending increased significantly under the AAP government.
» Education became one of its flagship policy areas.

Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER)

GER measures:

Total enrolment at a particular education level + Population of the official age group x 100.

Higher GER generally indicates better access to education.



Trend Observation
Union Government Education spending share has fallen.

Education expenditure share has also

States (average . :
( ge) declined over time.

Delhi, Kerala and some states have
Exceptions maintained relatively higher emphasis on
education.
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India Plans Five
Indigenous Small
Modular Reactors (SMRs)
by 2033




Feature Small Modular Reactor (SMR) Conventional Nuclear Reactor

Up to 300 MW(e) (typically

Capacity 50-300 MW) 700-1600 MW+
Construction Factory-built modules Entire plant built on-site
Installation Faster and modular Longer construction period
Land Requirement Smaller Larger

Initial Investment Lower Very High

Safety 'jyi\;znmcsed passive safety Conventional safety systems
Flexibility Can be added module by Large single-unit investment

module



India's Three Indigenous SMR Designs

1. Bharat Small Modular Reactor (BSMR)

Feature Details

Capacity 220 MWe

Reactor Type Pressurised Heavy Water Reactor (PHWR)-based
Fuel Natural Uranium

Moderator Heavy Water

Cooling Heavy Water

Developed by BARC

Features

e Based on India's proven 220 MW PHWR technology
e Existing technology reduces technical risk

e Suitable for industrial power generation

e Canreplace coal-fired captive plants

» High safety standards



2. SMR-55

Feature Details

Capacity 55 MWe

Reactor Type Pressurised Water Reactor (PWR)
Cooling Light Water

Fuel Enriched Uranium

Developed by BARC

Advantages

e |deal for remote regions

e Suitable for islands

e Can power defence installations

e Useful where electricity demand is small
e Lower capital cost



3. High Temperature Gas-Cooled Reactor (HTGR)

Feature Details

Thermal Capacity Up to 5 MWth

Cooling Medium Helium Gas

Operating Temperature 700-900°C

Electricity Mainly research & industrial applications
Uses

Unlike ordinary reactors, HTGRs can produce:
 Hydrogen
* Industrial heat
* High-temperature steam
* Process heat for steel plants
¢ Chemical industries
» Fertiliser plants



What is a Pressurised Water Reactor (PWR)?

A Pressurised Water Reactor (PWR) uses ordinary water as both:
e Coolant

e Moderator

The water is kept under very high pressure so that it does not boil, even at temperatures around 300°C.

Advantages

* Proven technology

e High safety

e Reliable

e Widely used worldwide



DRDO Successfully Tests Long-Range
Kusha Missile

%




India achieved a major milestone in its air defence capability when the Defence Research and
Development Organisation (DRDO) successfully conducted the maiden flight test of the indigenous
Long-Range Surface-to-Air Missile (LRSAM) - Kusha on 23 July 2026 from APJ Abdul Kalam Island,
Odisha. During the trial, the missile successfully intercepted an electronic target simulating a high-speed,
high-altitude aerial threat.

The Kusha programme is India's indigenous answer to advanced long-range air defence systems like the
Russian S-400.

Overview

Particular Details

Missile Name Kusha

Full Form Long-Range Surface-to-Air Missile (LRSAM)
Test Date 23 July 2026

Test Site APJ Abdul Kalam Island, Odisha
Developed By DRDO

Type Surface-to-Air Missile (SAM)

Target Destroyed High-speed, high-altitude electronic target

Purpose Long-range air and missile defence



What is a Surface-to-Air Missile (SAM)?

A Surface-to-Air Missile (SAM) is launched from the ground to destroy airborne threats before they
reach their targets.

It can intercept

e Fighter aircraft

e Bombers

¢ Helicopters

e Cruise missiles

e Drones (UAVs)

» Ballistic missiles (depending on the system)

What is a Long-Range Surface-to-Air Missile (LRSAM)?

Long-range SAMs are designed to:

e Detect enemy aircraft hundreds of kilometres away.

e Track multiple targets simultaneously.

e Destroy targets at long distances and high altitudes.

e Protect cities, military bases, ports, and strategic infrastructure.



Major Components of Kusha

Component Function

Long-range Radar Detects aerial threats
Command & Control Centre Analyses and assigns targets
Missile Launchers Launch interceptor missiles
Interceptor Missiles Destroy incoming threats
Communication Network Connects all system elements

Types of Threats Kusha Can Neutralise

Threat Capability
Fighter aircraft v
Cruise missiles v
UAVs/Drones v
Helicopters v
Airborne early warning aircraft v
Stand-off weapons v

Some ballistic missile threats* Potential capability in future variants



Missile Variants (Planned)

The Kusha programme is expected to include multiple interceptor variants.

Variant Approximate Range
Shorter-range interceptor ~150 km
Medium-range interceptor ~250 km
Long-range interceptor ~350 km

Guidance System

The missile uses multiple guidance methods:

Purpose

Aircraft, UAVs, cruise missiles

Long-range air defence

Strategic air defence

1. Inertial Navigation System (INS) — Guides the missile after launch.

2. Data Link - Receives updates from the ground radar.

3. Active Radar Seeker — Locks onto the target during the terminal phase.

This combination improves interception accuracy.



Feature Kusha S-400 (Russia)
Country India Russia
Developer DRDO Almaz-Antey
Status Under development/testing Operational
Maximum Planned Range Up to ~350 km Up to 400 km

Indigenous

v

X

Role

Long-range air defence

Long-range air defence




Feature

Type

Maximum Range
Role

Target

Developer

Kusha
Long-range SAM

Up to ~350 km
(planned)

Strategic air defence

Long-range aerial
threats

DRDO

Akash
Medium-range SAM

~25-70 km (variant
dependent)

Tactical air defence

Aircraft, drones,
cruise missiles

DRDO







Particular
System Name
Type
Developer
Country

User
Demonstration
Location
Programme
Platform

Kill Type

Detalils

Bhargavastra

Counter-Swarm Drone System (C-UAS)
Solar Defence and Aerospace Ltd. (SDAL)
India

Indian Army

24 July 2026

Nagpur

Make-Il (Defence Acquisition Procedure)
Vehicle-mounted

Hard-kill



e What is a Drone Swarm?

* A drone swarm is a coordinated group of drones
that communicate and operate together.

* Characteristics
* Multiple drones attack at once.
 Difficult to intercept individually.
e Can overwhelm conventional air defence systems.
e Often guided by Al or coordinated communication.

* Bhargavastra is specifically designed to defeat such
swarm attacks.




Enemy Drone

NG

Radar Detection

N%
EO/IR Sensors

N
Target Tracking

NG

Threat Identification

NG

Fire Control System

N
Layer-1 Rockets

N
Layer-2 Guided Missiles

N
Target Destroyed



Target Detection Range

Large UAVs Up to 10 km
Small drones Up to 6 km

Missile interception Up to 2.5 km (guided layer)




Importance of Bhargavastra

1. Countering Drone Warfare
Recent conflicts have demonstrated that inexpensive drones can inflict significant damage on military

assets.

Bhargavastra offers a dedicated solution against this emerging threat.

2. Indigenous Defence Technology

« Designed and developed in India.
« Supports Atmanirbhar Bharat.
* Reduces dependence on imported counter-drone systems.

3. Multi-Layer Defence

Instead of relying on a single interceptor, Bhargavastra combines:

« Area-effect rockets for swarm attacks.
« Precision-guided missiles for individual targets.

This improves the probability of successful interception.

4. Cost Effectiveness

Using relatively inexpensive micro-rockets against low-cost drones avoids the need to fire expensive
long-range missiles at small UAVs.



Possible Applications

Sector

Indian Army

Air Force

Navy

Border Security
Strategic Installations

Airports

Use

Battlefield air defence

Airbase protection

Naval ship defence

Counter cross-border drone threats

Nuclear plants, refineries, ammunition depots

Protection from rogue drones

Comparison with Other Counter-Drone Systems

Feature

Target

Cost per engagement

Swarm capability

Mobility

Indigenous

Bhargavastra Conventional Air Defence
Small drones & swarms Aircraft & larger missiles
Lower Higher

v/ Designed for swarms Limited

Vehicle-mounted Varies

Vv Yes Many systems are imported
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Dharmendra Pradhan quits; CJP calls off stir

We have done it, says Abhijeet Dipke; President
appoints Pralhad Joshi as Education Minister

Sandeep Phukan
Nistula Hebbar

NEW DELHI

s the student prot-

ests Over paper

leaks spread across
different States and snow-
balled into a major politi-
cal crisis for the Narendra
Modi government, Dhar-
mendra Pradhan resigned
as the Education Minister
on Saturday, prompting
the Cockroach Janta Party
(CIP) to call off the protests
o Jantar Mantar, which
had become the epicentre

of the agitation for the past
36 days.
President Droupadi

Murmu accepted Mr. Prad-
han's resignation and ap-
pointed Prathad Joshi as
the new Education Minis-
ter. In his resignation letter
addressed to Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, posted
on X, Mr. Pradhan said he
was resigning on his own
account, so that “anti-na-
tional” elements do not ex-
ploit the situation created
by the protests,

Wangchuk's message
As soon as the news of the
resignation broke in the af-
ternoon, protesters at jan-
tar Mantar erupted in joy.
“We have done it)" CJP
founder Abhijeet Dipke
toid the jubilant crowd,
Activist Sonam Wang-
chuk, whose hunger strike
gave momentum to the

One voice: CIP supporters celebrate at Jantar Mantar after Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan's resignation. SHASHI SHEXHAR KASHYAP

protests, termed it a victo-
ry of democracy, peace,
patience, and perseve-
rance, “Congratulations
P, Gen Z of the nation,
and thank you all citizens
for shedding fear and the
fear of fear, and rising up
from every comer of the
nation,” he posted on X,
The resignation came
moments before Unlon Mi-
nisters J.P. Nadda and Jiten-
dra Singh met CJP spokes-
persons Ashutosh Ranka
and Saurav Das for talks to
end the protests. At a joint
press conference with the
Ministers, the QJP spokes-

persons said they are call-
ing the protest off in “good
faith” as the government
had agreed to their two de-
mands: ¥ crore to the fa-
milies of all students who
died by sulcide because of
NEET paper leaks and no
action against any of the
student protesters.

Mr. Nadda said the go-
vernment will give “ho-
nourable compensation”
within rules to the families
of the students who died
by suicide after the NEET
test was cancelled and en-
sure withdrawal of all FIRs

registered against the prot-

This is a signal to farmers, labourers, poor people to
stand up to the oppressive govt., says Rahul Gandhi

o
1'1. .
y
. J

esters. "As far as their [JP)
charter for broader educa-
tion reforms is concerned,
we will deliberate upon
and engage with them,” he
said.

‘PM should apologise’
Congratulating the stu-
dents on their victory,
Leader of the Opposition
In the Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi said exit of Mr,
Pradhan is a “symbolic"
but huge step in rebuilding
the education system.

He, however, said there
are still two more de-
mands; anyone who beat

up the students should be
held accountable and that
the Prime Minister should
apologise to the students,

"It is also a signal to oth-
er parts of society, farm-
ers, labourers, poor peo-
ple, anybody whom this
regime is attacking and op-
pressing, there is wisdom
and courage in standing
up. Dare mat (don't fear).
Let's get rid of this regime,”
Mr. Gandhi said.

In a post on X, Congress
president Mallikarjun
Kharge said: “The Prime
Minister should apologise
to youth, There should be

Centre proposes
Bill to strengthen

anti-cheating law

NEW DELHI

Union Mindster Dr. Jitendra
Singh is set to introduce the
Public Examinations
(Prevention of Unfair Means)
Amendment Bill, 2026, which
seeks to strengthen the
anti-cheating law, in the Lok
Sabha on Monday. The
proposed legistation, a copy of
which was orculated among
MPs on Saturday, signficantly
toughens the penalties
established under the 2024 Act,
Introduces mandatory
two-month investigation
deadlines, and impases
penalties reaching up to 10
crore for organised crime
networks, % PAGE 3

strict action against those
who unleashed lathis and
pellet guns.”

With the first week of
the Monsoon Session of
Parliament washed out ov-
er the Opposition's insis-
tence on Mr. Pradhan’s re-
signation, the government
is now expecting both
Houses to function,

Amid the jubilation at
Jantar Mantar, there were
also tense moments, as
three senior police officials
were injured in stone-
throwing near the protest
site. Police personnel
quickly restored order by

Kharge seeks stringent action against those who
‘unleashed lathis and pellet guns’ on students

Three protesters

injured as police
open fire in Bihar

PATNA

At least three protesters
sustained bullet wounds and
several police officers reported
Injuries fram stone pelting in
Siwan district of Bihar on
Saturday as a State-wide
bandh calied by the All India
Students' Association over the
NEET issue turned violent,
While police fired 10 rounds in
Stwan, incidents of stone
pelting were reported in
several districts including
capital Patna, Though a heavy
deployment of the police force
was made in the State capatal,
the large number of students
managed to lodge their
protest. » PAGE 4

using tear gas and resort-
ing to a mild lathi-charge.
Sources said the govern-
ment had come around to
the view on Friday evening
that it would be necessary
for Mr. Pradhan to resign in
order to end the protests,
which appeared to be
spreading across the coun-
try. With Delhi University
$et 1o open soon and prot-
ests spreading to tier-ll ci-
ties, discretion was consi-
dered the better part of
valour, the sources added.

DETAILED COVERAGE
» PAGES3 &4



Section

Main Headline

Reason for Resignation

New Education Minister

Protest Outcome

Details

Dharmendra Pradhan quits; CJP calls off stir

Following widespread student protests over
examination paper leaks, Dharmendra Pradhan
resigned as India's Education Minister after 36 days of
nationwide agitation.

President Droupadi Murmu accepted the resignation
and appointed Prahlad Joshi as the new Education
Minister.

The Cockroach Janata Party (CJP) announced that it
was ending its protest after the government accepted
its two key demands.




Provision
Bill Name
Purpose

Investigation Deadline

Maximum Penalty

Parliament

Details

Public Examinations (Prevention of
Unfair Means) Amendment Bill, 2026

Strengthen anti-cheating laws.
Mandatory completion within 2 monthes.

Up to X10 crore for organised
examination cheating networks.

Proposed to be introduced in Lok Sabha.



- m U.S’s 10% tariffs are lower than
Ta rlff the 12.5% it initially proposed
matte I'S = Tariffs are on 60 countries that U.S.
The new tariffs follow a says have failed to stop the import of
U.S. investigation into goods made using forced labour

whether tradlng ‘t:—'- m Of the 60, 16 have the same rate

partners are as India, while 38 face higher
doing enough tariffs

to prevent the
import
of goods

made
using m India-U.S. trade deal is
still in the works that
could alter the tariff
arrangement further

= India says 45% of
exports to the U.S. will
not face these tariffs

forced

labour




ltem

Investigating Authority

Reason

Countries Covered
India's Tariff
Initially Proposed

Final Decision

Details
U.S. Trade Representative (USTR)

Countries allegedly failed to adequately
prevent imports produced using forced
labour.

60 countries
10%
12.5%

Reduced to 10% after discussions with
India



Why did the U.S. impose these tariffs?

The U.S. conducted an investigation into whether its trading partners were taking sufficient action to stop
goods made through:

« Forced labour

« Modern slavery

« Labour exploitation

« Human rights violations

Countries judged to have inadequate safeguards were placed into different tariff categories.

India's Position

The Indian government stated that:

« Around 45% of India's exports to the U.S. will NOT be affected by the new tariff.
* Only about 55% of exports will face the additional 10% duty.

Which Indian exports are exempt?

The Ministry of Commerce identified several major export categories that remain outside the tariff.

Product Category Tariff Status Reason

Generic pharmaceuticals Exempt Strategic healthcare products

Smartphones Exempt Already covered under different trade provisions
Certain electronic products Exempt Existing trade arrangements

Other specified products Exempt Zero additional duty



Products already under Section 232

Certain products are already covered under Section 232 of U.S. trade law.

These include:

Product Existing Tariff

Steel 25-50%

Aluminium 25-50%

Auto parts Existing Section 232 duties

The new 10% tariff does not apply additionally to these products because they are already subject to
Section 232 tariffs.

How much of India's exports are affected?
Category Share

Exempt exports 45%

Exports attracting new 10% tariff 55%



Comparison with other countries

One of the most important points in the article:

Comparison Details
Countries investigated 60

Countries with same tariff as India 16

Countries facing higher tariffs than India 38

India's position Lower tariff tier

This means India received a relatively favourable treatment compared with many competitors.

Why did India receive a lower tariff?

According to the Commerce Ministry:

¢ India remained in continuous negotiations with the USTR.
¢ India demonstrated efforts to prevent forced-labour imports.
e These diplomatic efforts resulted in India being placed in a lower tariff category.



USTR's Textile Mechanism

The U.S. introduced a new tariff-rate quota mechanism for:

Country

Bangladesh
Cambodia
Indonesia
Malaysia

Purpose:

» Encourage these countries to import U.S. cotton and textile products.
o Offer preferential treatment under the new mechanism.

India's Textile Industry

India was not included in this textile mechanism.
However:

e India continues discussions with the U.S.
e Negotiations are ongoing regarding textile exports.



Impact on India

Positive

Benefit

45% exports remain duty-free

Lower tariff than many competitors

Tariff reduced from proposed 12.5% to 10%
Strategic sectors protected

Ongoing trade talks

Challenges

Challenge

55% exports now face 10% tariff
Textile sector uncertainty

Higher costs for U.S. buyers

Explanation

Nearly half of exports are unaffected.

India is in a more favourable position than 38 of the 60
countries.

Reflects successful negotiations.

Pharmaceuticals and smartphones remain exempt.

Future agreement may further improve market access.

Explanation

Could reduce competitiveness in affected sectors.

India is outside the new textile mechanism.

May reduce demand for some Indian exports.
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Union govt. circulates Bill to
strengthen anti-cheating law

Centre to introduce the Bill in Parliament on Monday; it proposes to introduce mandatory

two-month investigation deadlines, designated Special Fast Track Courts, steep financial penalties

Maitri Porecha

NEW DELHI

n a move to streng-
l then the anti-cheating

law, the Union govern-
ment has proposed the Pu-
blic Examinations (Preven-
tion of Unfair Means)
Amendment Bill, 2026, a
copy of which was circulat-
ed among members of Par-
liament on Saturday.

Union Minister Dr. Jiten-
dra Singh will introduce
the Bill in the Lok Sabha on
Monday.

The proposed legisla-
tion significantly toughens
the penalties established
under the 2024 Act, intro-
duces mandatory two-
month investigation dea-
dlines, along with desig-
nated Special Fast Track
Courts, and steep financial
penalties reaching up to
0 crore for organised
crime networks.

Maximum  imprison-
ment sentences for indivi-
dual and institutional of-
fenders have been
increased, alongside a
steep hike in financial pe-
nalties, according to the
proposed Bill.

Specialised  Enforce-
ment Units enable the Un-

Tougher rules, bigger fines

The Public Examinations {Prevention of Unfair Means)
Amendment Bill, 2026 significantly escalates the cost of
committing or facilitating exam malpractices

= Under Section 10(1)

{General offences): Jail: 5-10
years (from 35 years); Fine: up
1o 250 lakh (from 210 lakh)

= Under Section 10(2)
(Service provider
fines): Fine: up 10 5
crore (from 21 crore)

= Under Section 10(2}
{Service provider directors/
management): Jail: 3-10 years;

ion government to consti-
tute dedicated Special Task
Forces (STF) to take exclu-
sive charge of investigation
efforts.

All  investigations -
whether conducted by lo-
cal police, Central Investi-
gating Agencies, or an STF
— must be concluded with-
in 60 days.

State governments and
Union Territory adminis-
trations will designate Ses-
sions Courts to conduct
trials on a continuous, day-
to-day basis. Trials must
wrap up within three
months of the chargesheet
being filed. High Court ap-
peals will be heard by a Di-

Fine: 5 crore (from ¢ crore)

® Under Section 10(3)
(In-charge personnel): Jail:
510 years {from 310
years); Fine: 15 crore
(from 21 crore)

# Under Section 11(1)
(Organised crime):
Minimum jail: 7 years
(from 5 years); Fine: up to
710 crore (from 21 crore)

vision Bench (two judges)
and must also be resolved
within a three-month

To address prolonged
legal delays, the Bill intro-
duces Sections 12A and
12B, establishing an unin-
terrupted procedural
pipeline.

Courts cannot grant ad-
journments beyond the fol-
lowing day without writing
explicit, exceptional
reasons.

Transfer of cases

All ongoing cases under
the 2024 Act will imme-
diately transfer to the new-
ly designated Special Fast

Track Courts and must be
completed within three
months of transfer.

States and Union Terri-
tories are mandated to ap-
point Special Public Pro-
secutors under the
Bharatiya Nagarik Su-
raksha Sanhita (BNSS),
2023 to handle these trials
exclusively,

Appeals against bail or-
ders, judgments, or sen-
tences must be filed within
30 days (with a strict abso-
lute ceiling of 90 days for
special delays) and will be
adjudicated by a two-judge
High Court Bench.

Recent incidents of pap-
er leaks and malpractices
have necessitated urgent
structural overhauls to sa-
feguard transparent and
merit-based selections.

“The objective of the
Act is to bring greater tran-
sparency, fairness, and
credibility, and to inspire
confidence in the public
examination system, Dr. Ji-
tendra Singh noted.

“The amendments en-
sure time-bound investiga-
tions, speedy trials, and
enhanced deterrence
against organised crime
groups and institutions,”
he said.



Tougher rules, bigger fines

The Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means)
Amendment Bill, 2026 significantly escalates the cost of
committing or facilitating exam malpractices

® Under Section 10(1) Fine: 35 crore (from 21 crore)

(General offences): J?Ilf 5-10 = Under Section 10(3)
years (from 3-5 years); Fine: up (In-charge personnel): Jail:
to 250 lakh (from %10 lakh) 5-10 years (from 3-10

® Under Section 10(2) years); Fine: 5 crore
(Service provider (from %1 crore)

fines): Fine: upto 35 = Under Section 11(1)
crore (from %1 crore) (Organised crime):

® Under Section 10(2) Minimum jail: 7 years
(Service provider directors/ (from 5 years); Fine: up to
management): Jail: 3-10 years; %10 crore (from %1 crore)




The Union Government has proposed the Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means)
Amendment Bill, 2026 to significantly strengthen India's anti-cheating framework following several major
paper leaks and examination irregularities. The Bill amends the Public Examinations (Prevention of
Unfair Means) Act, 2024.

Why was this Bill introduced?

Issue Explanation

Frequent paper leaks Multiple national and state-level exams experienced leaks.
Organised cheating rackets Criminal networks increasingly involved in exam fraud.
Delayed investigations Cases often took years to conclude.

Low conviction rate Slow trials reduced deterrence.

Loss of public trust Students lost confidence in competitive examinations.
Objectives

» Ensure fair examinations.

« Complete investigations quickly.

» Speed up trials.

» Increase punishments.

« Break organised cheating syndicates.
» Restore confidence among students.



Provision

Earlier (2024 Act)

Amendment Bill 2026

Investigation deadline

No strict timeline

Mandatory completion within 60
days (2 months)

Trial courts Regular courts Dedicated Special Fast Track Courts
Abpeals Normal brocess Strict timeline with High Court

PP P Division Bench
Penalties Lower Significantly increased

Special investigation

Not mandatory

Special Task Forces (STFs)

Prosecutors

Normal prosecutors

Dedicated Special Public
Prosecutors




Investigation Timeline

The biggest reform is time-bound investigations.

Stage Timeline

FIR registered Day 0

Investigation completed Within 60 days

Chargesheet filed Immediately after investigation

Trial starts Fast Track Court

Trial completed Within 3 months of chargesheet

Appeal Filed within 30 days (maximum 90 days in exceptional cases)

This means many cases could potentially be concluded within 5-7 months, compared to years under the
earlier system.

Special Task Forces (STFs)

The Bill directs governments to create dedicated Special Task Forces.
Their responsibilities include:

» Investigating paper leaks.

« Tracking organised crime.

« |dentifying digital evidence.

« Coordinating with cybercrime units.

* Working with central and state agencies.



Restrictions on Adjournments

To prevent delays:

« Courts cannot grant adjournments beyond the next day unless exceptional reasons are recorded in
writing.

This aims to stop prolonged litigation.

Special Public Prosecutors

Each State and Union Territory must appoint Special Public Prosecutors under the Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), 2023.

Their role:

+ Conduct prosecution exclusively for examination fraud cases.
« |mprove conviction rates.
« Ensure specialised handling of evidence.

Appeals Process

Provision New Rule

Appeal filing Within 30 days

Exceptional extension Maximum 90 days

Hearing Two-judge High Court Division Bench

This creates a faster appellate process.



Category

General offence
General fine

Service provider fine

In-charge fine

Organised crime fine

Minimum organised crime jail

Earlier
3-5yrs
%10 lakh
X1 crore
X1 crore
X1 crore

5yrs

Amendment
5-10yrs
%50 lakh
5 crore
X5 crore

10 crore

7 yrs




Institutions Covered

The Act applies to public examinations conducted by authorities such as:

UPSC

SSC

NTA (NEET, CUET, UGC NET, etc.)
Railway Recruitment Boards
Banking recruitment agencies
State Public Service Commissions
State recruitment boards

Other notified public examination authorities

Impact on Students

Positive Impact

Faster justice

Reduced paper leaks

Fairer recruitment

Improved transparency

Greater accountability

Explanation

Cases resolved in months instead of years.

Stronger deterrence through higher penalties.

Better protection of merit-based selection.

Dedicated investigation and prosecution mechanisms.

Organisers, service providers, and officials face stricter liability.



Aview of the ancient Buddhist site of Sarnath; this is India’s 45th
site to join the list. AP

UNESCO lists Sarnath
as World Heritage Site

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

India’s ancient Buddhist
site of Sarnath in Uttar Pra-
desh was on Saturday in-
scribed on the UNESCO
World Heritage List. The
decision was taken during
the ongoing meeting of the
UNESCO World Heritage
Committee’s 48th session
in Busan, South Korea.
“New inscription on the
@UNESCO #WorldHerit-
age List: Ancient Buddhist
Site of Sarnath, #India,”

UNESCO posted on X. This
is India’s 45th site to join
the list.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi hailed the in-
scription, stating that the
site has a deep connection
with Lord Buddha.

In 2025, Union Culture
Minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat said that India
had submitted a dossier tit-
led ‘Ancient Buddhist Site,
Sarnath’ to the UNESCO
World Heritage Centre for
the 2025-26 nomination
cycle.










India's ancient Buddhist site Sarnath in Uttar Pradesh has been inscribed on the UNESCO World
Heritage List, becoming India's 45th UNESCO World Heritage Site. The decision was taken during the
48th session of the UNESCO World Heritage Committee held in Busan, South Korea.

What is Sarnath?

Item Details

Location Varanasi district, Uttar Pradesh

Distance from Varanasi About 10 km

Religion Buddhism

Importance One of the four holiest Buddhist pilgrimage sites
UNESCO Status India's 45th World Heritage Site

Type Cultural Heritage Site



Why is Sarnath Important?

Sarnath is regarded as the birthplace of Buddhism as an organized religion because it is where
Gautama Buddha delivered his first sermon after attaining enlightenment.

Event Details

Buddha attained enlightenment Bodh Gaya

First sermon Sarnath

Sermon name Dhammacakkappavattana Sutta ("Setting in Motion the Wheel of
Dharma")

Audience Five former disciples

Buddhist Sangha established Yes, at Sarnath

This event is known as the Turning of the Wheel of Dharma (Dharmachakra Pravartana).



Historical Timeline

Year/Period Event

6th century BCE Buddha gave first sermon

3rd century BCE Emperor Ashoka visited and built monuments
Gupta period Flourished as a Buddhist learning centre

12th century CE Declined after invasions

19th century Archaeological excavations began

2025-26 India submitted UNESCO nomination dossier
2026 UNESCO inscription approved

Why UNESCO Selected Sarnath

UNESCO recognised Sarnath because it has:

Criterion Explanation

Outstanding Universal Value Exceptional importance to humanity
Historical significance Birthplace of Buddhist teaching
Archaeological remains Monasteries, stupas and temples
Global religious importance Pilgrimage destination for millions

Cultural continuity Over 2,500 years of history



Major Attractions in Sarnath

Monument

Dhamek Stupa

Ashoka Pillar

Lion Capital of Ashoka

Mulagandha Kuti Vihara

Archaeological Museum

Ancient Monasteries

Ashoka's Contribution

Importance

Marks the place where Buddha delivered his first sermon

Built by Emperor Ashoka around 250 BCE

India's National Emblem originated here

Modern Buddhist temple

Houses original Lion Capital and Buddhist sculptures

Ruins of Buddhist educational institutions

Emperor Ashoka played a major role in developing Sarnath.

Contribution

Pillar

Stupas

Monasteries

Spread of Buddhism

Details

Erected Ashoka Pillar

Constructed several stupas

Established Buddhist monasteries

Made Sarnath an international pilgrimage centre



Lion Capital of Ashoka
Feature

Found at
Material

Animals
Adopted by India

National Motto

Details

Sarnath

Polished sandstone

Four Asiatic lions back-to-back

26 January 1950

Satyameva Jayate (from Mundaka Upanishad)

UNESCO World Heritage Sites in India

Category

Total UNESCO World Heritage Sites

Cultural Sites

Natural Sites

Mixed Sites

Number

45

37



Four Most Sacred Buddhist Pilgrimage Sites

Site Importance State
Lumbini Birth of Buddha Nepal
Bodh Gaya Enlightenment Bihar
Sarnath First Sermon Uttar Pradesh
Kushinagar Mahaparinirvana Uttar Pradesh

Benefits of UNESCO Recognition

Benefit Impact

International recognition Global heritage status

Tourism growth Increase in domestic and foreign visitors
Conservation funding Better preservation of monuments
Employment Growth in hospitality and tourism sectors
Local economy Higher income for local businesses

Cultural diplomacy Enhances India's soft power



UNESCO World Heritage Selection Process

Step Description

1 Country prepares a nomination dossier

2 Evaluation by advisory bodies (ICOMOS/IUCN, depending on the site)
3 Review by the UNESCO World Heritage Committee

4 Committee votes on inscription

5 Site added to the World Heritage List
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Why are there protests over the Ken-Betwa project?

Why does the project aim to do? How many villages and families are likely to be affected by it?

What are the concerns of the tribal people regarding rehabilitation and compensation? Why has

the project raised concerns among conservationists?

Mehul Malpani

The story so far:
adhya Pradesh police personnel
went to the banks of the Barana
river stream in Kupi village of
Chhatarpur district on July 19 and
cleared a protest site where hundreds of
villagers, mostly tribal people, had been
demonstrating for two weeks against the Union
government's ¥44,000 crore Ken-Betwa Link
Project, India’s first river-linking project, and
two irrigation projects of the State government.
The police took local activist Amit Bhatnagar,
founder of the Jai Kisan Sangathan, who had
been on an indefinite hunger strike for 14 days,
and admitted him to a government hospital.
They also picked up nearly 150 protestors, most
of them from neighbouring Panna district, in
buses and dropped them off at their villages.
On July 23, he suspended his 18-day fast after
the government’s assurance that people left out
of the rehabilitation process will be included.

What is the Ken-Betwa river linking project?
The Ken-Betwa River Linking Project is the first
of 30 proposed river-linking projects under the
National Perspective Plan (NPP). Formulated in

Protesters
have alleged
irregularities
in the gram
sabha
proceedings
in tribal
villages,
claiming that
the process
of securing
consent for
the
Ken-Betwa
project was
flawed

The protest against the Ken-Betwa River Linking Project and other
development projects, in Chhatarpur district, Madhya Pradesh, pn
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1980 by the then Union Ministry of Irrigation
and the Central Water Commission, the NPP
alms to transfer water from rivers with a
perceived surplus to those facing water deficits.
The NPP is divided into two components —
Himalayan Rivers Development that proposes 14
links and Peninsular Rivers Development that
plans 16 links, as identified by the National
Water Development Agency.

The foundation stone for the project was laid
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in December
2024, in Khajuraho, where he also laid the
foundation stone for the construction of the
Daudhan Dam during a public event,

The project aims to transfer the declared
surplus water of the Ken River to the Betwa
River by constructing the Daudhan Dam on the
Ken and a 221-kilometre canal, including a 2km
tunnel. In addition, the project is expected to
generate 103 MW of hydropower and 27 MW of
solar power. It also aims to address water
scarcity in the drought-prone Bundelkhand
region by providing drinking water to about 4.4
million people across 12 districts of Madhya
Pradesh and more than 2 million people across
10 districts of Uttar Pradesh.

Why are tribal people protesting and what
are their key demands?

According to the Union government, 7,193
families of 14 villages in Chhatarpur and eight
villages in Panna district are facing displacement
under the project. According to Divya Ahirwar
of Jai Kisan Sangathan, the key demands
regarding the Ken-Betwa project are that each
adult be treated as an individual beneficiary —
rather than as part of a family — for the $12.5
lakh rehabilitation package, and that the
eligibility cut-off date be revised from February
16, 2024, to the present date.

The protests also oppose the State
government’s Majhgaon and Runjh irrigation
projects. For these projects, the protesters are
demanding rehabilitation and compensation on
par with the package offered under the
Ken-Betwa project, In both cases, they have also
alleged serious irregularities in the survey and
s o B

selection process and claim that several people
who have no connection with the villages or
have moved years ago have been included in the
rehabilitation plan, while many genuine
residents have been left out.

Speaking from the hospital, Mr, Bhatnagar
claimed that the police action came on the day
he was planning to “reveal the details of an
alleged 400-crare cor scheme”
involving the inclusion of fake beneficiaries in
the compensation process,

Protesters have also alleged irregularities in
the gram sabha proceedings in tribal villages,
claiming that the process of securing consent for
the Ken-Betwa project was flawed.

How did the government respond?
The State government has approved an
additional 2300 crore for the rehabilitation
packages of the Majhgaon and Runjh irrigation
projects, increasing compensation from 5 lakh
to 2.5 lakh per eligible beneficiary.
Chhatarpur Collector Parth Jaiswal said that a
new survey had identified around 750 additional
families, who have now been included in the
rehabilitation plan for the Majhgaon and Runjh
projects. He described the protesters’ remaining
demands as “invalid” and alleged that some
people were “misleading” the villagers.

What are the environmental concerns
surrounding the project?

Several environmental concerns have also been
flaggied, especially as a large part of the project
falls inside the Panna Tiger Reserve, Apart from
displacement, the primary concern revolves
around the proposed felling of trees. As per the
Jal Shakti Ministry, approximately 17,101 trees
had been identified for felling to facilitate the
execution of the Daudhan Dam and allied
infrastructure until July, 2025. Of these, 12,404
trees have been felled within the Reserve Forest.

There is worry that the project may hurt the
tiger reintroduction programme in the reserve
which revived the feline population after it had
locally gone extinet in 2009, Apart from tigers,
species such as endangered vultures, mahseer
fish, and gharials in the Ken Gharial Sanctuary
are also feared to be impacted.

The Central is yet to release
hydrological data of the two basins claiming that
they are sensitive by virtue of being subsets of
the international Ganga basin.
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The Ken-Betwa River Linking Project
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The Ken—Betwa River Linking Project (KBLP) is India's first interlinking of rivers project under the
National Perspective Plan (NPP). While the government views it as a major water security and
development initiative, tribal communities, environmentalists, and social activists have raised concerns
about displacement, rehabilitation, environmental damage, and the process of obtaining consent.

Project Overview

Item Details

Project Name Ken-Betwa River Linking Project (KBLP)
States Covered Madhya Pradesh & Uttar Pradesh
Estimated Cost 244,000 crore (approx.)

River Basin Ken River - Betwa River

National Programme National Perspective Plan (NPP)

Type Inter-basin water transfer project

Foundation Stone December 2024 by Prime Minister Narendra Modi



What is the National Perspective Plan (NPP)?

The NPP was formulated in 1980 by the Ministry of Irrigation and the Central Water Commission to
transfer water from water-surplus river basins to water-deficit regions.

Component Number of Links

Himalayan Rivers Development 14
Peninsular Rivers Development 16
Total Proposed Links 30

The Ken-Betwa project is the first project being implemented under this programme.

What Does the Project Include?

Component Details

Main Dam Daudhan Dam on the Ken River
Canal 221-km canal

Tunnel 2-km tunnel

Water Transfer Ken River to Betwa River
Hydropower 103 MW

Solar Power 27 MW



Objectives of the Project
Objective

Irrigation

Drinking Water
Hydropower
Drought Mitigation

Agricultural Growth

Expected Benefits

Expected Benefit

Expand irrigation in Bundelkhand

Supply water to water-scarce areas

Generate renewable electricity

Reduce chronic water shortages

Improve crop productivity

Benefit Details

Drinking water Around 4.4 million people in 12 districts of Madhya Pradesh
Drinking water More than 2 million people across 10 districts of Uttar Pradesh
Irrigation Large increase in irrigated agricultural land (government estimate)

Power 103 MW hydropower + 27 MW solar



Why Are People Protesting?

1. Displacement of Villages

According to the government:

Item Number

Families affected 7193
Villages affected 14
Districts Chhatarpur and Panna (Madhya Pradesh)

Many affected residents are from tribal communities.

2. Rehabilitation and Compensation Issues

Protesters claim rehabilitation is inadequate.

Main Demands

Demand Details

Individual compensation Every adult should receive compensation separately instead of one
payment per family.

Compensation amount 12.5 lakh per eligible adult beneficiary.
Cut-off date Extend eligibility beyond 16 February 2024.
Equal rehabilitation Compensation for other linked irrigation projects should match Ken-

Betwa benefits.



3. Alleged Irregularities
Protesters allege:

Allegation

Fake beneficiaries
Genuine residents excluded
Survey errors

Gram Sabha consent

Explanation

Non-residents allegedly included in compensation lists.

Some affected families reportedly left out.

Mistakes in identifying beneficiaries.

Consent process was allegedly flawed.

One protest leader also alleged a 400-crore compensation scam, though this remains an allegation.

Government's Response

The Madhya Pradesh government has responded by revising rehabilitation measures.

Government Action

Additional rehabilitation package

Compensation

Fresh survey

Rehabilitation

Details

2300 crore approved

Increased from 25 lakh to 212.5 lakh per eligible beneficiary

Identified around 750 additional families

Newly identified families added to the plan

Officials have stated that many protest demands have already been addressed.



Environmental Concerns

The project affects areas within the Panna Tiger Reserve.

Tree Felling

Item

Trees approved for felling

Trees already felled

Wildlife Concerns

Conservationists warn that the project could affect:

Species Concern

Bengal Tiger Habitat fragmentation
Vultures Nesting and habitat loss
Gharial River ecosystem changes

Mahseer fish Altered river flow and breeding habitat

Number

17,101

12,404



Word of the day

Zeitgeist:

the spirit of the time; the spirit characteristic of
an age or generation

Word of the day

Platitude:

a trite or obvious remark

Synonyms: cliché, stereotype, truism

Synonymes: climate, outlook, spirit, trend

Usa g€ In a very significant way, the protests
captured the zeitgeist of the generation.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/zeitgeist

International Phonetic
Alpha bet: /tsartgarst/

Usage: instead of offering solutions, he
repeated platitudes.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/platitude

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /platitju:d/

.
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