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Slow progress still 
becomes progress when 
quitting is absent.









Aspect Details

What happened?
The United States and Saudi Arabia announced a landmark agreement to 
establish a civilian nuclear energy programme in Saudi Arabia.

Objective
Help Saudi Arabia develop nuclear power for electricity generation, 
economic diversification, and energy security.

Strategic significance
Strengthens U.S.–Saudi strategic ties, creates business opportunities for 
U.S. companies, and reduces Chinese/Russian influence in the Gulf 
nuclear sector.

Political condition
U.S. President Donald Trump stated that the agreement would ultimately 
require Saudi Arabia to join the Abraham Accords (normalisation with 
Israel).

Congressional approval
The agreement will be reviewed by the U.S. Congress, where approval is 
expected due to Republican support.



Issue Explanation

Uranium enrichment
Reports suggested Saudi Arabia may eventually obtain 
uranium enrichment capability, which can produce fuel 
for reactors but also has weapons implications.

Nuclear proliferation
Critics fear enrichment technology could eventually be 
diverted toward nuclear weapons.

Regional arms race
If Saudi Arabia acquires enrichment capability, 
countries like Iran, UAE, Turkey or Egypt could seek 
similar capabilities.

Israel's concerns
Israeli officials have long opposed any Saudi 
enrichment programme due to regional security risks.



Item Details

Legal framework
Section 123 of the U.S. Atomic Energy Act 
(1954)

Current coverage
More than 50 countries and entities have U.S. 
civilian nuclear cooperation agreements.

Purpose
Enables the export of U.S. nuclear reactors, 
fuel, equipment, technology and services 
under strict non-proliferation conditions.



Region Countries/Entities

Asia India, Japan, South Korea, China, Taiwan

Europe
Euratom (covers EU members), UK, 
Switzerland, Norway

Middle East UAE, Saudi Arabia (new agreement)

Americas Canada, Argentina, Brazil, Mexico

Oceania Australia



































Trend Observation

Union Government Education spending share has fallen.

States (average)
Education expenditure share has also 
declined over time.

Exceptions
Delhi, Kerala and some states have 
maintained relatively higher emphasis on 
education.





India Plans Five 
Indigenous Small 

Modular Reactors (SMRs) 
by 2033



Feature Small Modular Reactor (SMR) Conventional Nuclear Reactor

Capacity
Up to 300 MW(e) (typically 
50–300 MW)

700–1600 MW+

Construction Factory-built modules Entire plant built on-site

Installation Faster and modular Longer construction period

Land Requirement Smaller Larger

Initial Investment Lower Very High

Safety
Advanced passive safety 
systems

Conventional safety systems

Flexibility
Can be added module by 
module

Large single-unit investment











DRDO Successfully Tests Long-Range 
Kusha Missile











Feature Kusha S-400 (Russia)

Country India Russia

Developer DRDO Almaz-Antey

Status Under development/testing Operational

Maximum Planned Range Up to ~350 km Up to 400 km

Indigenous ✔ ✖

Role Long-range air defence Long-range air defence



Feature Kusha Akash

Type Long-range SAM Medium-range SAM

Maximum Range
Up to ~350 km 

(planned)

~25–70 km (variant 

dependent)

Role Strategic air defence Tactical air defence

Target
Long-range aerial 

threats

Aircraft, drones, 

cruise missiles

Developer DRDO DRDO



Bhargavastra Counter-Drone 
System



Particular Details

System Name Bhargavastra

Type Counter-Swarm Drone System (C-UAS)

Developer Solar Defence and Aerospace Ltd. (SDAL)

Country India

User Indian Army

Demonstration 24 July 2026

Location Nagpur

Programme Make-II (Defence Acquisition Procedure)

Platform Vehicle-mounted

Kill Type Hard-kill



• What is a Drone Swarm?

• A drone swarm is a coordinated group of drones 
that communicate and operate together.

• Characteristics

• Multiple drones attack at once. 

• Difficult to intercept individually. 

• Can overwhelm conventional air defence systems. 

• Often guided by AI or coordinated communication. 

• Bhargavastra is specifically designed to defeat such 
swarm attacks.

•



• Enemy Drone

• ↓

• Radar Detection

• ↓

• EO/IR Sensors

• ↓

• Target Tracking

• ↓

• Threat Identification

• ↓

• Fire Control System

• ↓

• Layer-1 Rockets

• ↓

• Layer-2 Guided Missiles

• ↓

• Target Destroyed



Target Detection Range

Large UAVs Up to 10 km

Small drones Up to 6 km

Missile interception Up to 2.5 km (guided layer)











Section Details

Main Headline Dharmendra Pradhan quits; CJP calls off stir

Reason for Resignation

Following widespread student protests over 
examination paper leaks, Dharmendra Pradhan 
resigned as India's Education Minister after 36 days of 
nationwide agitation.

New Education Minister
President Droupadi Murmu accepted the resignation 
and appointed Prahlad Joshi as the new Education 
Minister.

Protest Outcome
The Cockroach Janata Party (CJP) announced that it 
was ending its protest after the government accepted 
its two key demands.



Provision Details

Bill Name
Public Examinations (Prevention of 
Unfair Means) Amendment Bill, 2026

Purpose Strengthen anti-cheating laws.

Investigation Deadline Mandatory completion within 2 months.

Maximum Penalty
Up to ₹10 crore for organised 
examination cheating networks.

Parliament Proposed to be introduced in Lok Sabha.





Item Details

Investigating Authority U.S. Trade Representative (USTR)

Reason
Countries allegedly failed to adequately 
prevent imports produced using forced 
labour.

Countries Covered 60 countries

India's Tariff 10%

Initially Proposed 12.5%

Final Decision
Reduced to 10% after discussions with 
India





















Provision Earlier (2024 Act) Amendment Bill 2026

Investigation deadline No strict timeline
Mandatory completion within 60 
days (2 months)

Trial courts Regular courts Dedicated Special Fast Track Courts

Appeals Normal process
Strict timeline with High Court 
Division Bench

Penalties Lower Significantly increased

Special investigation Not mandatory Special Task Forces (STFs)

Prosecutors Normal prosecutors
Dedicated Special Public 
Prosecutors







Category Earlier Amendment

General offence 3–5 yrs 5–10 yrs

General fine ₹10 lakh ₹50 lakh

Service provider fine ₹1 crore ₹5 crore

In-charge fine ₹1 crore ₹5 crore

Organised crime fine ₹1 crore ₹10 crore

Minimum organised crime jail 5 yrs 7 yrs





















































Thank you ☺


