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• Your struggle is the rent you pay for the future 
you dream of — keep paying, the ownership is 
near.”











India Proposes New Global Growth Framework

1.1 Parameters of Growth to be Reconsidered

• Left large populations deprived of resources.

• Contributed to over-exploitation of nature.

PM Modi said current global growth models have:

Emphasized the philosophy of “Integral Humanism”.



New Technology & Innovation Partnership

2.1 India-Australia-Canada Trilateral Partnership

• Emerging tech

• Supply chain resilience

• Clean energy

• Artificial Intelligence

Focus on:

Cooperation spans three continents and three oceans



• 4. U.S. Boycotts the Summit
• 4.1 Reason for Boycott
• U.S. absent due to tense relations with 
South Africa.
• Sent only a diplomat, no President-level 
participation.
• (Global Politics)
• South Africa has disagreed with U.S. on:

• Gaza conflict
• Russia–Ukraine stance
• BRICS expansion

• G-20 hosting by an African nation is a 
historic first.



. Key G-20 Adopted 
Measures

5.1 Climate Change –
Strong Measures 

Adopted

Leaders called for:

• Immediate action to 
counter climate challenges.

• Sustainable development 
pathway.

(Environment)

Africa is highly 
vulnerable to climate 
change despite being 

least responsible (≈3% 
global emissions).

G-20 countries 
contribute 80% of 
global emissions.



Traditional 
Knowledge 
Repository

6.1 India’s Proposal

Establish a Global 
Traditional 
Knowledge 

Repository at G-20.

Aim:

Preserve heritage 
knowledge

Promote “eco-
balanced ways of 

life”



Africa-Centric 
Development 

Initiatives

8.1 G-20 Africa 
Skills Multiplier

India will train one 
million youth
across Africa.

Also proposed:

G-20 Healthcare 
Response Team

Initiative on 
Countering Drug-

Terror Nexus



Significance of the 
Summit Host – South 

Africa

10.1 First Time G-20 
Hosted by an African 

Country

Symbolic of shifting 
global power.

South Africa hands over 
presidency next to 

Donald Trump in 2026.

Africa’s GDP share is 
~3%, but has:

• 30% world mineral reserves

• 60% uncultivated arable land

• Massive demographic dividend



• Consider the following statements regarding the proposals made by India at the 2024 G-20 
Summit:

• India proposed the creation of a Global Traditional Knowledge Repository to preserve 
sustainable and cultural knowledge.

• India announced a trilateral partnership on technology and innovation with Australia and 
Canada.

• India opposed the establishment of a G-20 initiative to counter the Drug-Terror nexus.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• A. 1 only
B. 1 and 2 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D. 1, 2 and 3





• Background: COP30 (Belem, Brazil)

• 1.1 What is COP?

• COP = Conference of Parties under UNFCCC (1992).

• COP30 → hosted by Brazil (2025).

• Location → Belem, near the Amazon rainforest, the world’s largest carbon sink.

• 1.2 Key Theme

• Ending fossil fuel use in a just, orderly, equitable manner.

• Halting and reversing deforestation, especially in Amazon.



Two Major “Road Maps” Announced by COP President Andrei Lago

2.1 Road Map 1 – Halting & Reversing Deforestation

Mobilise resources to stop deforestation.

• Forest protection

• Ecosystem restoration

• Monitoring of illegal logging

Focus on:

Amazon rainforest houses 10% of world’s biodiversity.

20% of it has been lost in 50 years due to cattle ranching, mining, logging.

Forests absorb ~2.6 billion tonnes CO₂/year.



• 2.2 Road Map 2 – Transition Away From Fossil Fuels

• Road map for countries to shift from oil, coal, gas.

• Transition must be:

• “Just” (no job losses without alternatives)

• “Orderly” (planned, phased)

• “Equitable” (more burden on developed nations)

• Fossil fuels = ~80% of global energy use.

• India’s dependence:

• Coal → 55% of electricity

• Oil → heavily imported (85% dependency)

• Climate justice principle: Common But Differentiated 
Responsibilities (CBDR-RC) of UNFCCC.



COP30 – Key 
Outcomes



Theme / Mechanism Key Outcome (From Article) Extra Facts (Value Addition)

Belém Package
29 negotiated decisions; focus on shifting from discussion 
→ implementation; stronger finance, just transition, 
gender inclusion, adaptation tracking.

COP30 held in Belém, Brazil, gateway to the Amazon. 
Supports Paris Agreement implementation phase (post-
2020). Emphasizes Loss & Damage, adaptation finance.

Global Mutirão Agreement
Prioritises cooperation & implementation over new 
targets; compromise between developed & developing 
nations.

Reflects principle of CBDR-RC (Common but Differentiated 
Responsibilities & Respective Capabilities). Aligns with 
Global Stocktake 2023 outcomes.

Global Mutirão Platform
Digital platform by Brazil → accelerate climate action, track 
gaps in commitments vs implementation.

Similar to UNFCCC Climate Action Portal; improves 
transparency (Article 13 of Paris Agreement).

Just Transition Mechanism (JTM) / 
Belém Action Mechanism

Supports workers & economies shifting away from fossil 
fuels; no new/guaranteed finance.

Just Transition critical for coal-dependent economies
(India, South Africa). Adds to earlier mechanisms like 
Silesia Declaration (COP24).

Global Implementation Tracker
Tracks national actions & NDC alignment with 1.5°C 
pathway.

Supports Enhanced Transparency Framework (ETF) of 
Paris Agreement; helps measure ambition gaps.

Belem Mission to 1.5°C Monitors if NDCs align with 1.5°C pathway.
Science basis from IPCC AR6: world must cut emissions 
43% by 2030 (vs 2019) to stay within 1.5°C.

NAP Implementation Alliance
Supports implementation of National Adaptation Plans; 
countries agreed to triple adaptation finance by 2030.

UNEP Adaptation Gap Report highlights funding gaps. 
India’s adaptation efforts include NMSA, NAFCC.



Global Goal on Adaptation 

(GGA)

Finalised Baku Adaptation Roadmap; 59 

indicators to track adaptation progress.

GGA established under Paris Agreement 

Article 7. Baku (Azerbaijan) is host of COP29.

Belém Health Action Plan

Plan to strengthen health systems against 

climate impacts; launched on COP30’s 

“Health Day”.

Climate-health linkages → vector diseases, 

heatwaves. WHO has Climate Resilient 

Health Systems Framework.

Tropical Forests Forever 

Facility (TFFF)

Payment-for-performance model to reward 

countries for preserving tropical forests; aims 

to mobilise $125 billion; Brazil gives first $1B.

Supports reducing global deforestation; similar 

to REDD+ mechanism. Amazon is world’s 

largest carbon sink.

Belém 4x Pledge
Quadruple use of sustainable fuels by 2035 

vs 2024; flexibility for national conditions.

IEA to monitor. Sustainable fuels include green 

hydrogen, biofuels, biogas, e-fuels. Fits 

India’s National Biofuel Policy 2018 and 

Green Hydrogen Mission.

Belem Declaration on Hunger, 

Poverty, People-Centred 

Climate Action

Puts vulnerable communities at core; 

prioritises adaptation (crop insurance, social 

protection).

Links to SDG-1 (No Poverty) & SDG-13 

(Climate Action). Climate justice focus since 

Paris & Glasgow.

Belém Gender Action Plan 

(GAP)

Strengthens gender-responsive climate 

action; ensures women’s participation, 

especially vulnerable groups.

Builds on: Lima Work Programme on Gender 

(COP20) + Enhanced GAP (COP25). Women 

are climate-impact multipliers in agriculture & 

water sectors.



India’s 
Position at 
COP30



Theme India’s Stand (From Text) Extra Facts (Value Addition)

Climate Finance as Legal 
Obligation

India + BASIC + LMDC demand climate finance 
to be predictable, grant-based, non-loan, and 
treated as a legal obligation for developed 
nations.

Paris Agreement Article 9.1: Developed nations 
must provide finance. BASIC = Brazil, South 
Africa, India, China. LMDC includes many Asian 
& African developing economies.

Demand for Article 9.1 
Implementation

Sought universal definition of climate finance
and demanded mobilization of USD 1.3 trillion
(target from COP29 Baku–Belém Roadmap).

Adaptation finance historically neglected; most 
climate finance today is loan-based, increasing 
debt burden of developing nations.

2025 Adaptation Gap Report 
Highlight

Developing countries need USD 310–365 
billion / year by 2035 vs current flow of USD 26 
billion.

Adaptation Gap Report (UNEP) shows 
adaptation needs rising due to heatwaves, 
floods, crop failures → relevant for India’s 
agriculture-heavy economy.

Glasgow Pledge Context
Glasgow pledge to double adaptation finance 
to USD 40 bn by 2025 likely to be unmet.

Glasgow = COP26 (UK, 2021); India announced 
Net Zero by 2070 there.

Equity & Climate Justice
India reaffirmed CBDR–RC principle; historical 
emitters must take lead.

CBDR–RC = cornerstone of UNFCCC (1992). 
India consistently advocates “climate justice” & 
“equitable carbon space.”



Opposition to CBAM (EU Carbon 
Border Tax)

India, China & LMDC oppose CBAM; call it 
discriminatory, trade barrier disguised as 
climate action.

CBAM impacts India’s steel, cement, aluminum 
exports to EU; violates WTO non-discrimination 
norms (India’s argument).

Support for Adaptation & 
Vulnerable Nations

India insists adaptation = equal priority with 
mitigation; demands predictable support for 
vulnerable nations.

Small Island Developing States (SIDS), LDCs 
most affected; aligns with India’s Coalition for 
Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI) & ISA
initiatives.

Climate Justice Groups India 
Belongs To

BASIC, LMDC, G77+China.
India plays bridging role between developed & 
developing worlds → major UPSC link to IR & 
climate diplomacy.

Emphasis on UNFCCC, Kyoto 
Protocol, Paris Agreement 
Implementation

India called for strict implementation of all 
three frameworks.

Kyoto → common but binding targets for 
Annex-I countries. Paris → NDCs & 
transparency. UNFCCC → parent treaty from Rio 
Conference (1992).

Domestic Relevance
India stresses climate finance for its massive 
adaptation needs (floods, droughts, 
heatwaves).

India’s policies: NAPCC, Green Hydrogen 
Mission, Biofuel Policy, National Adaptation 
Fund, LiFE Mission (Lifestyle for Environment).



• Consider the following statements regarding COP30 and the Mutirão Agreement:

• COP30 concluded with two proposed road maps — one for reversing deforestation and 
another for transitioning away from fossil fuels.

• The Mutirão Agreement focuses on implementing Article 9 of the Paris Agreement, 
which relates to climate finance for developing countries.

• India supported the inclusion of a universal timeline for eliminating fossil fuels from all 
economies.

• Which of the above statements are correct?

• A. 1 and 2 only
B. 1 and 3 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D. 1, 2 and 3







• Background: Why the Issue Arose?

• 1.1 Lok Sabha Bulletin (Nov 21)

• Listed Constitution (131st Amendment) Bill, 2025 among 10 Bills for 
Winter Session.

• Aim: Align Chandigarh’s administration with other Union Territories 
under Article 240.

• 1.2 Outrage in Punjab

• Political parties (Congress, SAD, AAP) objected strongly.

• Fear:

• Move would enable appointment of a full-time Lieutenant 
Governor for Chandigarh.

• Could alter existing arrangements where Governor of Punjab = 
Administrator of Chandigarh.



• Home Ministry’s Clarification

• 2.1 “No intention to introduce the Bill”

• Centre stated:

• No decision has been made.

• No Bill will be introduced in the Winter Session.

• Proposal is only under consideration, not final.

• 2.2 Purpose of Proposal

• Aim is to simplify the law-making process for Union Territories.

• No attempt to:

• Change Chandigarh’s territorial status

• Modify administrative structure

• Disturb traditional arrangements between Punjab, Haryana, and Chandigarh



• Why is Chandigarh Sensitive?

• 3.1 Historical Context

• Chandigarh is a Union Territory + shared capital of Punjab and Haryana.

• Governed under the Punjab Reorganisation Act, 1966.

• Since 1966:

• Governor of Punjab acts as Administrator of Chandigarh.

• Status has been a politically sensitive issue for decades.

• 3.2 Prior Demands

• Punjab → seeks full control over Chandigarh as its capital.

• Haryana → demands equal claim or separate capital.



• What Was the Proposed Bill Meant to Do?

• 4.1 Proposed Changes

• To place Chandigarh under Article 240, like other UTs:

• Andaman & Nicobar

• Lakshadweep

• Dadra & Nagar Haveli

• Daman & Diu

• Puducherry (when Assembly dissolved)

• 4.2 Implication if Passed

• Chandigarh would be administered directly by Centre, with a Lieutenant Governor, 
not Punjab’s Governor.





• Q. Consider the following statements regarding the administration of Chandigarh:

• Chandigarh is currently administered under the Punjab Reorganisation Act, 1966, where 
the Governor of Haryana acts as its Administrator.

• The proposed Constitution (131st Amendment) Bill aimed to bring Chandigarh under 
Article 240 of the Constitution.

• The Union Home Ministry has clarified that it intends to introduce the Bill in the 
upcoming Winter Session.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• A. 1 and 2 only
B. 2 only
C. 1 and 3 only
D. 2 and 3 only









Early Life & 
Background

Born: February 10, 
1962, in Hisar 

district (Haryana).

Background: 
Middle-class family; 
started as a small-

town lawyer.

Rose through:

Punjab & Haryana 
High Court

Became Chief 
Justice of Himachal 
Pradesh High Court

(2018)





• Significance of His Appointment

• Will lead the Supreme Court for over 15 months.

• Expected to influence:

• Constitutional cases

• Federal disputes

• Electoral reforms

• Pending Article 370-related matters

• Criminal law overhaul (new Bharatiya laws)



• Consider the following statements regarding Justice Surya Kant:

• Justice Surya Kant will serve as the 53rd Chief Justice of India until he attains the age of 
65 years.

• Before elevation to the Supreme Court, he served as the Chief Justice of the Himachal 
Pradesh High Court.

• He was part of the Supreme Court bench that upheld the validity of the colonial sedition 
law (Section 124A IPC).

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• A. 1 and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1 and 3 only
D. 1, 2 and 3

























• Consider the following statements regarding tiger 
conservation and the Goa controversy:

• The NTCA mandates that a minimum inviolate core 
area of around 800–1,000 sq. km is required for declaring 
a tiger reserve.

• The Goa government acknowledged before the 
Supreme Court that tigers found in the state are 
permanent residents.

• The Mhadei Wildlife Sanctuary forms part of a tiger 
corridor linking Karnataka and Maharashtra.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• A. 1 and 2 only
B. 1 and 3 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D. 1, 2 and 3

























India’s Current 
Performance

6.1 Doctors Only
0.7 doctors per 

1,000 population
(allopathic only).

India ranks 118 
out of 181 
countries.

6.2 Composite 
(Doctors + Nurses 

+ Midwives)

India = 3.06 per 
1,000

Behind the WHO 
benchmark 

(4.45).

India ranks 
122/181.



• Why the Ratio Itself Is Misleading

• 8.1 Unequal Distribution

• Even with a good national ratio, rural and tribal regions remain severely underserved.

• 8.2 Skill Mix Matters

• Doctors alone do not solve the health gap.

• Nurses and midwives play crucial roles in primary care.

• 8.3 Trend

• India has always had fewer doctors, but only after the “1:1,000” myth spread did the 
issue become politicised.



• Consider the following statements about the doctor–population ratio in India and WHO standards:

• The World Health Organization officially prescribes a 1:1,000 doctor-population ratio for all countries.

• The WHO’s most recent benchmark for health worker density is 4.45 doctors, nurses, and midwives per 
1,000 population.

• India’s composite health worker density (doctor + nurse + midwife) currently meets the WHO 
benchmark.

• The Medical Council of India’s ‘Vision 2015’ report is the earliest known Indian document mentioning 
the 1:1,000 target.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• A. 2 and 4 only
B. 1, 2 and 4 only
C. 2, 3 and 4 only
D. 1 and 3 only

















• What Has Happened?

• 1.1 Joint Venture Cooperation Agreement (JVCA) Signed

• Between:

• India’s Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL)

• France’s Safran Electronics & Defence (SED)

• Purpose: Joint manufacturing of
HAMMER (Highly Agile Modular Munition Extended Range) air-to-ground precision-
guided weapons in India.

• 1.2 Significance

• Strengthens India–France defence partnership.

• Boosts India’s defence indigenisation under Atmanirbhar Bharat.



• Why Is This Important?

• 2.1 India Previously Ordered HAMMER in 2020

• Amid the standoff with China in Eastern Ladakh, India procured HAMMER for Rafale 
jets.

• Ordered via emergency procurement route.

• 2.2 Future Requirements

• India plans to equip:

• Rafale jets (IAF & Navy)

• LCA Tejas (indigenous fighter)

• — with HAMMER munitions for precision strike capability.



What Is HAMMER? 

3.1 Nature of Weapon
•A precision-guided glide bomb.
•Fully modular: interchangeable seekers, warheads, range 
boosters.
3.2 Key Features
•Range: Up to 70 km.
•Can be dropped from low altitude over rugged terrain.
•Designed to be jam-proof (high EW resistance).
•Can fit standard bombs of:

• 250 kg
• 500 kg
• 1,000 kg

3.3 Uses
•Penetrates fortified structures.
•Difficult to intercept.
•Works in all weather conditions.
•Highly accurate for:

• Bunkers
• Enemy infrastructure
• High-value targets



The Joint Venture (JV) Structure

4.1 Shareholding

New JV = 50:50 partnership between BEL & SED.

4.2 Objectives

• Manufacturing

• Supply

• Maintenance

Localise:

• Indian Air Force (IAF)

• Indian Navy

Meet operational needs of:

4.3 Indigenisation Target

• Sub-assemblies

• Electronics

• Mechanical modules

Indigenisation level will increase up to 60%, especially in:



• Indo-French Defence Partnership

• Includes:

• Rafale jets

• Scorpene submarines (Kalvari-class)

• Shakti & SAKSHAM radar systems

• Upcoming Rafale-M for Navy

• Joint production of jet engines (talks ongoing)

• 5.2 Why It Matters for India

• Reduces dependency on imports (France).

• Ensures steady supply of munitions even during crises.

• Supports export potential of LCA Tejas when armed with HAMMER.



• Consider the following statements regarding the HAMMER air-to-ground weapon system and 
the new India–France JV:

• HAMMER is an all-weather precision glide bomb with a range of up to 70 km.

• The new joint venture between BEL and Safran Electronics & Defence will have a 60:40 
shareholding in favour of India.

• HAMMER can be integrated with both India’s Rafale aircraft and the indigenous LCA Tejas.

• The indigenisation level for HAMMER components is expected to progressively increase to about 
60%.

• Which of the statements given above are correct?

• A. 1, 3 and 4 only
B. 1 and 4 only
C. 1, 2 and 3 only
D. 2 and 4 only



Ethiopia – Hayli Gubbi Volcano 
Eruption











Location
Hayli Gubbi volcano, Afar Region, Ethiopia; ~800 km northeast of Addis Ababa; near Eritrea 
border.

Event Date Eruption on 23 November 2025.

Dormancy Period
Last eruption 12,000 years ago → First known eruption since the Holocene began (≈11,700 years 
ago).

Type of Eruption Ash plume up to 14 km high; thick volcanic ash emitted.

Geological Setting
Part of the East African Rift System (EARS) – a divergent plate boundary where Africa is splitting 
into Nubian Plate & Somali Plate.

Significance
Rare Holocene eruption; reactivation of long-dormant volcano indicates tectonic stress 
accumulation in the Rift Valley.

Countries Affected by Ash Yemen, Oman, Somalia – ash drift confirmed.

Risk Alerts Aviation authorities issued alerts due to ash clouds reaching flight paths.



Regional Monitoring Monitored by Volcanic Ash Advisory Centre (VAAC).

Nearby Features
Afar Depression (Danakil Depression)—one of the hottest places on 

Earth; hosts active volcanoes like Erta Ale.

Volcano Type Rift-associated volcanic system (likely basaltic fissure volcano).

Holocene Relevance
Holocene epoch = last 11,700 years; no recorded activity during this 

entire period until 2025.

International Ramifications
Potential impact on Red Sea shipping, aviation routes, and regional 

climate (short-term).

Environmental Impact
Ash deposition affecting crops, air quality; potential acid rain; possible 

short-term temperature cooling over region.

Mapping Angle (Important for 

Prelims)

East African countries with active volcanoes: Ethiopia, Eritrea, Kenya, 

Tanzania.



• Which of the following statements correctly explains the 
significance of the Hayli Gubbi volcanic eruption of 2025?

• It marks the first recorded eruption of the volcano during the entire 
Holocene epoch.

• The volcano lies on the convergent boundary between African and 
Arabian plates.

• The ash plume reached up to 14 km and drifted over multiple West 
Asian countries.

• It is part of the East African Rift System, where the African Plate is 
splitting



India’s Ultra-
Processed Food 
Market 



Theme Key Points (From Article) / Extra Facts

Why in News?

India witnessing fastest global rise in Ultra-

Processed Food (UPF) sales. UPF market grew from 

USD 0.9 bn (2006) → USD 38 bn (2019) (≈40-fold).

India’s food retail shift: rise of e-commerce, quick-

commerce, modern trade. Linked to urbanisation + 

dual-income households.

What are UPFs?

Industrial formulations with manufactured 

ingredients, preservatives, additives; not natural 

whole foods.

Based on NOVA Classification (Brazil). UPFs are 

Category 4: highest processing level.

Common UPFs
Soft drinks, chips, chocolates, ice-cream, sweetened 

cereals, packaged soups, ready-to-eat/heat meals.

India’s top UPF categories: salty snacks, biscuits, 

soft drinks, instant noodles.

Health Link
Rapid dietary transition → rise in obesity, diabetes, 

cardiovascular diseases.

India = “Diabetes Capital of the World”: 100+ 

million diabetics (ICMR 2023). UPFs linked to gut 

microbiome damage (Lancet).

Economic Insights

Massive market expansion due to FMCG growth, 

food delivery apps, aggressive marketing targeting 

youth.

India is world’s 3rd largest snack market. 

Packaged food penetration rising at 12–14% 

annually.



Nutrition Concerns
High sugar, salt, unhealthy fats → risk of 

childhood obesity.

NFHS-5: Childhood obesity rising from 

2.1% → 3.9%. India also faces “double 

burden”: undernutrition + overnutrition.

Public Health 

Impact

UPFs linked to mental health issues, 

hormonal imbalance, gut dysbiosis.

WHO recommends limiting processed 

food; India’s Eat Right India mission 

promotes fresh/local foods.

FSSAI Framework

FSSAI focuses on labelling, trans-fat 

elimination, front-of-pack nutrition labelling 

(FoPNL—under discussion).

India eliminated industrial trans fats in 

2022 (≤2%).

Policy Concerns

Lack of regulation on advertising to 

children, unclear labelling, tax gaps (soft 

drinks taxed but many UPFs not).

Countries with strong regulation: Chile, 

Mexico, UK (sugar tax). India may adopt 

similar FoPNL ‘warning label’ system.

Dietary Transition
Shift from traditional diets → packaged 

foods.

Linked to India’s rapid urbanisation & 

changing lifestyle patterns.























Thank you ☺


