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Iran seizes two ships hours
after Trump extends truce

One lsracHinked vessel among the two that

maritime

', says IRGC: Trump

says ceasefire extended until Iran comes up with peace proposak; Tehran yet to confirm extension

-

AUS. Nawy handout image released on Tuesday shows US. forces approaching an ranan flagged cango ship. uv

Stanly Johny

run e seied two ves-
sels, one of them
chimed to be affillased
with lsrael, in the Strait of
Hormuz, the Islamic Revo-
hulomvy Guard  Corps

Hormez as lotgg 2 US, and
Iseaeli  “ceavelire  viola-

wikh thelr own peace

proposal.

But he sdded that the
US. bockade of Iran's
pocts woald stay In place,
“Based an the fact that the
government of lran s se
rioasly fractured... and,
upon the request of Fiekd
Marshal Astm Munie, and
Prime Minsster Shohbaz
Sharlf, of Pakistan, we
have been asked to hald
our atack oo fran unel
such time as thelr leaders
and representatives can
come up with a unified

" he wrote in a so-
ctal media post howars be

fore a two-week ceasefire,
by of with- d oa April 8, was
out the pecessary st 0 expire
and tampering with pavi
gition  systems,  were  ‘Zionist w

Iran did not immediately

the country's Speaker Mo-
hamemad Bagher Ghalibal
sald the truce wonld make
sense caly if the US. block-
ade is Bhed and [szael bo-
noured  its  oraselire
commitinents,

A

tives (b by Vice-Presi-
dent LD, Vance) would
hold talks with bran in k-
mabad and that Tehran
would make a “great deal”.
I Iran failed to do so, he
warned, the US would
uanaxxhlunnmw
But Tehran 1old Islamaba;

nn‘l“nsdlylhnhmmld
not be participating In the
talks, citing the USs "ex-
cessive demands”™ and its

mmpmmmdlhlhn
was extending the tnuce,
while keeping the block:
ade in place,

“1 have th direct

od our mitary 1o coonlnue
the blockade and, In all

matter. “lran is currently  other respects, remain rex-
examining variow sspects  dy and abve, and will there
of US. Presidem fore exvend the Ceasefiee
Tramps claim sbowt ex-  umtil such time as their
tension of the fire,” 0 d & sub d, and
sad. discussions are conchaded,

The UK. Maritime ooe way or the other” Mz
Trade Operation Centre, @ Trump said in his sodal

Mr. hmtpudm‘l‘uu-
day that his representa:

e post,
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Govt. adds 14 seaports for e-visa
entry, widens immigration access

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

The Union Home Ministry
has designated 14 more
seaports — half of them in
Gujarat — as immigration
check posts for foreign na-
tionals who hold e-visas.

Electronic visa facilities
have been operational
since March 19 at Alang,
Bedi Bandar, Bhavnagar,
Porbandar, Hazira, Pipa-
vav, and Mandvi seaports
in Gujarat; Cuddalore, Na-
gapattinam, and Thoothu-
kudi in Tamil Nadu; Kaki-
nada and Krishnapatnam
in Andhra Pradesh; and Pa-
radip and Dhamra in Od-
isha, an official said.

There are altogether 114
immigration check posts
(ICPs) across air, sea, land,
rail and river routes, cater-
ing to international traffic.
At present, there are 37
ICPs at seaports.

E-visa holders are al-
lowed to enter India only
through the 32 designated

Key gateway: Electronic visa facilities have been operational since
March 19 at several seaports in the country. N. RAJESH

airports and 33 seaports.

The e-visa — often con-
fused with visa-on-arrival -
is available to citizens of
207 countries, excluding
China, Pakistan, Yemen
and Iran. The e-visa cate-
gories are tourist, busi-
ness, medical, medical at-
tendant, student, family,
transit, miscellaneous and
production investment,
with validity ranging from
a month to five years.

In a related develop-

There are 114

immigration check

posts catering to
international traffic;

37 are at seaports

ment, the Ministry revised
modalities for granting tou-
rist visas to Chinese nation-
als. The Indian Embassy in
Beijing had announced on
July 23, 2025, that tourist
visas would be issued to
Chinese nationals after a

gap of five years.

After the 2020 COVID-19
pandemic and the Galwan
Valley incident, in which
20 Indian soldiers were
killed in clashes with the
Chinese army, both coun-
tries had suspended flights
and most visa services bet-
ween them.

China restored visa ap-
plications for Indian stu-
dents in 2022 and later for
business and tourism.

On March 30, the MHA
amended the tourist visa
guidelines for Chinese tou-
rists by liberalising condi-
tions for Buddhist pilgrims
and family members of
Chinese diplomats.

The Centre, on October
2, 2025, also gave the green
signal to resume direct
flights between India and
China after a gap of five
years. On Tuesday, Air Chi-
na resumed its non-stop
Delhi-Beijing flight, recon-
necting the flight services
between the two capitals
after five years.



Union Home Ministry designated 14 more seaports as immigration check posts
(ICPs) for foreign nationals holding e-visas — half of them in Gujarat.

BN TG HATHTT A S-dtoTT I aTet {2t ArTRept b foiw 14 31R dezmmel &Y 3maRi 9 U< (ICP)
& BU A AR fdsam — 318 ToRTd H|

New seaport ICPs: Gujarat (Alang, Bedi Bandar, Bhavnagar, Porbandar, Hazira,

Pipavav, Mandvi), Tamil Nadu (Cuddalore, Nagapattinam, Thoothukudi), Andhra
Pradesh (Kakinada, Krishnapatnam), Odisha (Paradip, Dhamra).

7 d&37Te ICP: oRTd (7), affedrg (3), 3imrweer (2), 3nfsem (2) |

Total ICPs now: 114 across air, sea, land, rail, and river routes; 37 ICPs at seaports.
& ICP: 114 — a1g, T4z, YA, ¥a, 71 A7l w); 37 demel u |

E-visa available to citizens of 207 countries — excluding China, Pakistan, Yemen,
Iran; e-visa holders can only enter through 32 designated airports and 33 seaports.
$-dYSIT: 207 321 & AR P e — i, UTfehT, TWH, S04 B! Blgas; -dIsiT YR bact 32
A1fAd gars 318) 31k 33 demme) 4 wder|

Related development: India-China visa normalisation ongoing — tourist visas for
Chinese nationals resumed (announced July 23, 2025); Air China resumed Delhi-
Beijing non-stop flight on Tuesday (after S-year gap); MHA amended tourist visa
guidelines for Chinese tourists (Buddhist pilgrims, family of Chinese diplomats).
Heiferd fadeTa: WRA-e1A IS ATHRITHuT — Air China A feeil-eifSi 38 o5t % & (5 |1t &
IRTA &b d15); MHA A =t wies! & foig dier feenfider denfd fby |



An e-visa is an electronic travel authorisation — tourists/business travellers apply
online, get visa approved digitally, and show it at entry. India offers e-visas to people
from 207 countries.

$-dYSTT U SAai{-ep ATAT HTEaR0T § — Ufeds/eTaTRe AT 3AATE 31TdeA v &, fBfSied B d
IS A It B |

Until now, e-visa holders could only enter India through specific airports and a limited
number of seaports. By adding 14 more seaports, India makes it easier for foreign
tourists and business visitors to enter India through sea routes — boosting tourism and
trade.

379 T, $-1ST YR hac fafere gard gl 3iR A el & U2l & Hebd &1 14 3R deg Siig
3 fadeft wieai 3R Ty & fog Fg&l Al & WRd H ydel 3aH|

The related India-China development is significant: After the 2020 Galwan Valley
clash, India suspended most Chinese visas and flights. Now, gradually, visa services
and flights are being restored — Air China restarted Delhi-Beijing direct flight after 5
years.

efed MR- faer Agayuf €: 2020 Terd™ °1e! 3189 & d1¢, HRd A 3ifodsier 2= dierr iR 3gH
fAeifea &t 3 eR-HR s Harg 31k 38 T8I 81 El 2|



» Gujarat's maritime dominance: Gujarat has the longest coastline of any Indian state
(~1,600 km); Kandla/Deendayal Port, Mundra Port, Hazira, Pipavav — major ports;
Gujarat handles ~40% of India's seaborne cargo.

o T[ORIA Bl HHE TAT: T el dex@T (~1,600 fosrt); ~40% FHgt Hrif|
« India's major ports by state:
e Gujarat: Kandla (Deendayal), Mundra (private), Pipavav, Hazira
e Maharashtra: NPT (Navi Mumbai), Mumbai, Mormugao (Goa)
» AndhraPradesh: Visakhapatnam, Krishnapatnam, Kakinada
e Tamil Nadu: Chennai, Thoothukudi (Tuticorin), Nagapattinam, Cuddalore
» (Qdisha: Paradip, Dhamra
» Kerala: Kochi, Beypore
» West Bengal: Kolkata, Haldia
 WRd P W §eRTe: [oRTd, HeRTSE, AP, TN, 3{1f$2IT, Bcf, WBI
« Alang ship-breaking yard (Gujarat): World's largest ship-breaking/recycling yard,;
strategic location; now becomes e-visa entry point.

o 3ICTT (SRTA): fdod &1 Her g1 STeTSi-alg B TS |



Economy | 37efaaze(r

» Tourism contribution: Tourism contributed ~6-7% of India's GDP pre-COVID;
government target to make India a top-5 global tourist destination.

o T¥ed: HRd b GDP ¥ ~6-7%; of¥-5 dfedds Tiaey &1 @18y |
« India-China trade (2025-26): China is India's largest trading partner ($151.1 billion
bilateral); improving visa/travel connectivity supports business travel.

o  MRA-TT ATUR: Ja I TTSIER; 83 BAfdrefde] ATITRE ATAT BT AHf |

» Medical tourism: India is a leading medical tourism destination; medical e-visa
category helps international patients.

o fafdscar wien: g ide; vfgae g-dtem

e Cruise tourism at seaports: New seaport ICPs will boost cruise tourism —

international cruise ships can now dock at more Indian ports with proper immigration
facilities.

o $pol GUSH: AU G ICP & ool Gie Bl daraT|
« India's port economy: Sagarmala project (PM's flagship port-led development); India

aims to have world-class ports; immigration infrastructure at ports is crucial for
maritime trade and tourism.

e  WRd P 4eME fHaET: ITRHATAT IRATSTAT; faeg T §eg |



Exam Year Question Options Answer
UPSC 2022 India's e-Tourist Visa facility ~ (a) Russia (b) (c) Pakistan — Also
CSE is NOT available to citizensof  Australia (c) China, Yemen, Iran
Prelims which of the following Pakistan (d) Japan  excluded
countries?
UPSC 2023 The Galwan Valley incident (a) Doklam, Sikkim  (c) Eastern Ladakh —
CSE of June 2020, resulting in (b) Depsang, Galwan River area
Prelims casualties of Indian soldiers, Ladakh (c) Eastern
occurred in which region? Ladakh (d)
Arunachal Pradesh
UPSC 2021 Which of the followingis/are  (a)land2only(b)1 (b)1and3only —
CSE among India's 12 Major and3only (c) 2and Krishnapatnam is a non-
Prelims Ports? 1. Paradip 2. 3only(d)1,2and 3 major/minor port
Krishnapatnam 3. JNPT
UPSC 2022 The "Sagarmala Project" is (a) Commerce and (c) Ministry of Ports,
CSE associated with which Industry (b) Shipping and
Prelims Ministry? External Affairs (c)  Waterways
Ports, Shipping
and Waterways (d)
Finance
UPSC 2023 The "Alang" ship-breaking (a) Maharashtra (b)  (d) Gujarat — on the
CSE yard, one of the world's Odisha (c) Tamil Gulf of Khambhat
Prelims largest, is located in which Nadu (d) Gujarat

state?
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"India's visa policy has
evolved from restrictive to
one of the most liberal in

Asia, yet challenges remain

in managing immigration

security." Critically examine
India's e-visa framework and

immigration management.

Which body under the

Ministry of Home Affairs is
responsible for immigration

check posts in India?

The Major Port Authorities
Act, 2021 replaced which
earlier legislation?

How many Major Ports does

India currently have?

India's e-visa validity ranges

from:

(Mains descriptive)

(a) NHIDCL (b)
Bureau of
Immigration (Bol)
(c) NDMA (d) IB
(Intelligence
Bureau)

(a) Major Port
Trusts Act, 1983 (b)
Merchant Shipping
Act, 1958 (c) Major
Port Trusts Act,
1963 (d) Ports Act,
1908

(a)10(b) 11 (c) 12
(d) 14

(a) 1 week to 1 year
(b) 15daysto 2
years (¢) 1 month to
Syears (d) 30 days
to 10 years

Key: 207 countries; e-visa
categories; ICPs (114
total, 37 seaports); Bol;
FRRO; China/Pakistan
exclusion; Sagarmala
connection; India-China
normalisation

(b) Bureau of
Immigration

(c) Major Port Trusts
Act, 1963

()12

(c) 1 month to 5 years



Consider the following statements about India's e-visa framework and seaport
immigration check posts: WRd & $-d1o1T gl 3iR §&ME MHATEA 9 U & IR § fAmfeifad
HAl IR fdarR &3:

1. India's e-visa facility is available to citizens of 207 countries, excluding China, Pakistan,
Yemen and Iran, who must apply for a regular visa. HRd &1 $-disTT gfaur 207 <2 & A1TReI
P AU 3T B, T, UTfbadT, THA 31R S &l Bigas, foie fAafid aisi & fav 3mde &t gl

2. E-visa holders can enter India through all airports and seaports designated as
immigration check posts across the country. $-JISIT YReb 22 MR H U Tb YRS & Y H
ATfAd Tt gaTs 3781 3R deTTEl A YRd H Jd2I B Hbd B

3. After the addition of 14 new seaports as immigration check posts, there are 37 seaport
ICPs, making the total number of all ICPs across air, sea, land, rail and river routes 114.
14 7Y §EITTEN D1 ATHATHA Teb YR &b Y H SiTe b 914, 37 e ICP &, o a1, |, 4, ¥
3R 7 AT ORI ICP Y et TeaT 114 81 ST 2

4. India and China suspended flights and most visa services after the 2020 COVID-19
pandemic and Galwan Valley incident, with Air China resuming its Delhi-Beijing non-
stop flight after a gap of five years. YRd 3iR =7 4 2020 COVID-19 AeMHRY 3{R Terdr gret
AT P d1¢ 3811 31K 31ferepiel dietr Jar3il ol fFAeifad & oz, 5™ Air China ¥ 9T ITe & 37aTal
&b e oot t-eifSiT IR-%e 19 38 e QB hl |

Which of the statements given above are correct?
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“Toxic workplaces take lives
of 8.4 lakh people annually’

A.M. Jigeesh
NEW DELHI

More than 8,40,000 peo-
ple die each year around
the globe from health con-
ditions linked to psychoso-
cial risks, including long
working hours, job inse-
curity, and workplace ha-
rassment, according to a
new global report by the
International Labour Or-
ganization (ILO) released
in Geneva on Wednesday.

These work-related psy-
chosocial risks are mainly
associated with cardiovas-
cular diseases and mental
disorders, including sui-
cide, according to the re-
port titled “The psychoso-
cial working environment:
global developments and
pathways for action”.

The report prescribes
policy interventions at
both levels of government
and industry to address
the situation, along with
empowering collectivisa-

The report calls for
policy interventions

at both central and
State levels of
government

tion of the workforce.

The report said work-re-
lated psychosocial risks re-
present a major and grow-
ing threat to workers’
safety and health, organi-
sational productivity, and
broader economic perfor-
mance. Psychosocial risk
factors are responsible for
more than 8,40,000
deaths annually due to as-
sociated cardiovascular
diseases and mental disor-
ders, the report added.
“These risks also lead to
nearly 45 million disability-
adjusted life years (DALYs)
lost each year. The com-
bined impact of cardiovas-
cular disease and mental
disorders associated with
psychosocial risk factors is

estimated to result in 1.37%
of global GDP lost annual-
ly,” the report said.

“The ILO estimates that
globally, 35% of workers
work more than 48 hours
per week. Exposure to bul-
lying and other forms of
violence and harassment is
another major concern.
The ILO estimates that 23%
of workers globally have
experienced at least one
form of violence or harass-
ment in their working life,
with psychological vio-
lence being the most pre-
valent at 18%,” the report
said.

The ILO estimated the fi-
gure of over 840,000
deaths per year by using
two key sources of evi-
dence, including the global
prevalence of five major
psychosocial risk factors at
work — job strain, effort-re-
ward imbalance, job inse-
curity, long working hours,
and workplace bullying
and harassment.



A new global report by the International Labour Organization (ILO) — titled "The
psychosocial working environment: global developments and pathways for action"
— released in Geneva reveals that more than 8,40,000 people die each year from
health conditions linked to psychosocial risks at work.

RIS 3| HTS (ILO) 1 78 RUTE — "& ATSHIRANRIE AfhTT THaRRANE: TAlad SaeTuiey U
IS BIR TRRMA" — ST Ufd a9 8,40,000 H 31fties @ BRI R AAIETHIISTS @] 3 S[et
ey feifaal A ARd B |

Psychosocial risks: Long working hours, job insecurity, workplace harassment —
mainly causing cardiovascular diseases and mental disorders (including suicide).
HAATHTIGTS SHEH: Tid BRI €2, A1e<t 3GRET, BRI 3cited — J@id: §&d A 3R AHfaa fder
(3rTcHg T |igd) |

45 million DALYs (Disability-Adjusted Life Years) lost each year; economic impact =
1.37% of global GDP lost annually.

45 fafdaa DALY (faaimar-garn{Sid sita= o) Iremr @; 31rfefes wiTd = dfedes GDP &1
1.37% ATAAT 81 |

ILO findings: 35% of workers globally work >48 hours/week; 23% of workers have

experienced at least one form of violence/harassment; psychological violence is most
prevalent at 18%.

ILO fAspy: dfedes TR W 35% i >48 €e/qurg; 23% HfHep! A fad/3cite &1 31gva;
HAIdAe fedm e 31 18% |

Report prescribes policy interventions at both Central and State government levels +
industry + empowering collectivisation of the workforce.

RaTE g 3R T4 QAT TBR TR + 8T + BRITA b WIS BT AL g1 I A faTTd gaar
fufRa et 81



*Report prescribes policy interventions at both
Central and State government levels + industry
+ empowering collectivisation of the
workforce.

NSRS YU W TIAGHSIY b T &SEF +
SAWT SSEUFT SHET> n@ag o S Ue
UbE I SoB U

*Five major psychosocial risk factors: Job
strain, effort-reward imbalance, job insecurity,
long working hours, workplace bullying and
harassment.

Eaﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂ' mg EJEE»'W g'q'EI? SISt
oSG, SILIG -BENVGET 2 TS, %%%m HE
sqwcals,sqaﬁr WISe 7Y &-E@EI'G%"




History | sfdgrd

e ILOfounding (1919): Part of Treaty of Versailles after WWI; established on belief that
"labour is not a commodity"; Philadelphia Declaration (1944) — expanded ILO
mandate.

o ILO B TATAT (1919): WWI & a7 i el 1 2 "o awg 7&l "; fosarsfetsar gvor
(1944)|

e Labourrights movement in India: Trade union movement from 1920s (AITUC
founded 1920); Factories Act 1948 — 8 hour day; history of strikes and worker
advocacy.

e YRAW YH AfTBR ATEAT: AITUC 1920; FRETHT U709 1948 |

« Anna Sebastian Pereira case (2024): Young EY employee in Pune died reportedly due
to overwork; her mother wrote to EY chairman highlighting toxic workplace culture ->
triggered national debate on work culture; relevant context for this ILO report.

 Anna Sebastian Pereira ATHeT (2024): Y01 ¥ EY SHARY; 31f8d &9 §; AT EY 3reef Bt
U3 forar > T 989 |



Factories Act, 1948: 8 hours/day; maximum 9 hours; 48 hours/week: overtime at
double rate; mandatory weekly holiday — but covers only formal sector factories.

FRAMT AU, 1948: 8 692/f%; 48 62/UTe; 290 & HATeIgH; Bad A TaTRe HREH |
POSH Act 2013 (Prevention of Sexual Harassment at Workplace): ICC mandatory for

10+ employees; addresses workplace harassment but only for women; doesn't cover
psychological bullying by peers.

POSH 3fafiam 2013: ICC; #fgenai & forg; wesfial gry wadsnfie gfam &)
Occupational Safety, Health and Working Conditions Code, 2020 (OSHWC Code):
One of 4 Labour Codes; consolidates 13 laws including Factories Act; addresses
workplace safety; but psychosocial risks not explicitly covered.

aATaHTae GRam, Te AR rd feaifa |@fgar, 2020: 4 s wfEansi § & ue; 13 i & wifad )
Article 41 (DPSP): State to make effective provision for securing right to work,
education, and public assistance.

HTDE 41: BT, e, Ardsifie weradr &1 3fieR (DPSP) |

Article 42 (DPSP): State shall make provision for securing just and humane conditions
of work.

BT 42: =raef ik wrdta s ufifeRifaar (DPSP) |

Article 43 (DPSP): State shall endeavour to secure living wage for workers.
D 43: YA & fog fifaew! 7oigd (DPSP) |

Article 43A (DPSP): Participation of workers in management.

HTBZ 43A: Yav ¥ Afiaw) B wirftert|

ILO Conventions India has ratified: India has ratified ~47 ILO conventions; key

unratified: C87 (Freedom of Association), C98 (Right to Organise and Collective
Bargaining) — India not ratified despite ILO pressure.

ILO F9YH: WRd 3 ~47 3iganfela; C87 (daa &t wrd=an), Co8 (Arfes drearsit) — rgawfea
&



« ILO (International Labour Organization):
e Founded: 1919 (as part of League of Nations); continued with UN (1946)
 HQ: Geneva, Switzerland

» Tripartite structure: Governments + Employers + Workers (unique among
UN agencies)

» Nobel Peace Prize: 1969

e India: Founding member; Governing Body member

e Director General: Gilbert F. Houngbo (Togo; from 2022)

o ILO:1919; HQ fSiHar; fAueft; 9idet 1969; DG Gilbert Houngbol

« WHO classification of occupational health issues:
e Burnoutin ICD-11 (2019) — occupational phenomenon
e Gaming disorder in ICD-11 (2018) — disease
» Mental disorders broadly in ICD-11

e Vishakha Guidelines (1997) - POSH Act 2013: Foundation for workplace harassment
regulation in India.

« fademaEr-> POSH 2013: WRd ¥ Brivere 3cdie faffaq|



 KeyILO Conventions relevant for India:

Convention Topic India ratified?
C1(1919) 8-hour day Yes
C87 (1948) Freedom of Association NO
C98 (1949) Right to Organise & Collective Bargaining NO
C138 (1973) Minimum Age for Employment Yes
C182 (1999) Worst Forms of Child Labour Yes
C189 (2011) Domestic Workers NO



an adult worker are:

# Exam Year Question Options Answer
1 UPSC 2022 The International Labour (a) 1945 (b) 1944 (c) (c) 1919 — as part of
CSE Organization (ILO) was 1919 (d) 1930 Treaty of Versailles
Prelims founded in which year?
2 UPSC 2021 The International Labour (a) New York (b) (d) Geneva,
CSE Organization (ILO) has its Vienna (c) Brussels (d)  Switzerland
Prelims headquarters in: Geneva
3 UPSC 2023 A'"DALY"in public health (a) Deaths per year (b) One year of
CSE measurement represents: from a specific disease = healthy life lost —
Prelims (b) One year of Disability-Adjusted
"healthy" lifelostdue  Life Year
to illness or premature
death (c) Daily average
life expectancy (d)
Disease Adjusted
Living Years
4 UPSC 2022 Under the Factories Act, (a) 40 (b) 44 (c) 48 (d) (c) 48 hours per week
CSE 1948, the maximum 60
Prelims working hours per week for



5 UPSC
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Prelims

6 UPSC
CSE
Prelims
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8 UPSC
CSE
Prelims

2023

2021

2023

2020

Article 42 of the Indian
Constitution (DPSP) directs
the state to:

The ILO won the Nobel
Peace Prize in:

"Occupational health risks
are a silent epidemic that
costs India's economy
billions annually. Discuss
the key psychosocial risks
at Indian workplaces and
suggest comprehensive
policy reforms."

The Mental Healthcare Act,
2017 decriminalised which
of the following in India?

(a) Provide equal pay
for equal work (b)
Prohibit traffic in
human beings (c)
Provide just and
humane conditions of
work and maternity
relief (d) Ensure right
to work

(a) 1945 (b) 1955 (¢)
1969 (d) 1978

(Mains descriptive)

(a) Drug addiction (b)
Minor self-harm (c¢)
Attempt to suicide (d)
Vagrancy

(¢) Just and humane
conditions of work

(c) 1969

Key: ILO data; DALYS;
Factories Act; POSH;
OSHWC Code; gig
workers; mental health;
NMHP; Article 42;
trade unions; informal
sector coverage

(c) Attempt to suicide
—removed from IPC
Section 309



® AGRICULTURE

Iran war: The fertiliser challenge India faces, and the possible way out

Harish Damodaran
New Delhi, April 22

EARLIER THIS month, Indian Potash Ltd
(IPL) issued a tender for import of 2.5 mil-
lion tonnes {mt) of urea. The tender re-
ceived offers with the lowest price bids at
$935 pertonne (cost plus freight) for supp-
lying to the west coast and $939 per tonne
foreastern Indian ports. Compare thiswith
a tender on February 18 by Rashtriya
Chemicals and Fertilizers (RCF), which se-
cured offersefup to L3mrat $508 and $512
per tonne for west and east coast delivery
respectively.

The difference — a near doubling of
prices within two months — reflects the
supply shocks from the US-Israel versus
Iran conflict and closure of the vital Strait
of Hormuz waterway since February 28.

It's not only urea. Recent impons of di-
ammonium phosphate (DAP) by Gujarat
State Fertilizers & Chemicals were at about
$865 per tonne as against a pre-war level of
$720and lastyear's $680 at this time. Current
expected landed pricesare at $925 pertonne.

Again, forintermediatesused in making
finished fertilisers, pre-war prices of im-
ported sulphurwere $550 pertonne ($300in
April 2025) — today, itisn't below $900. Am-
monia is, likewise, priced at $850-900 per
tonne, up from an average of $435 in 2025,

“Theammonia facilitiesof QatarEnergy
and Saudi Arabia’s Maaden are shut follow-

ing Iranian strikes, forcing us to source
mainly from Indonesia and Malaysia.
Saudi Arabia was also our largest DAPsup-
plier, Now, it is Morocco and Jordan that
have to also cater to South America and
other markets,” noted an Industry source,

The kharifchallenge

All this could pose a challenge for the
ensuing kharif crop season, whose plant-
ings will take off with the southwest mon-
soon'sonset from June,

Thetotal requirement of urea for kharif
2026 was at 194 mt, whereas actual avail-
ability at the start of April was hardly 5,5mt
(see chart).

India annually consumes 39-40 mt of
urea, with 30-31 mt produced domestically
and the balance imported. The Gulf Coop-
eration Council countries — Oman, Qatar,
Saudl Arabia, United Arab Emirates (UAE)
and Bahrain — accounted for nearly 40%
of India's urea imports pre-war, Over 60%
ofits impons of liquefied natural gas (LNG)
— raw material for indigenous manufac-
turing of urea — came from Qatar, UAE,
and Oman,

"We normally produce roughly 2.5 mt
of urea per month. In March, we could do
only Lsmtdue to NG supply disruptions.
This month, toe, it would be 1.7-1.8 mt, Even
ifthewarendssoon and LNG starts coming
in through Hormuz, we will not reach 2.5
mt before June,” said the industry source,

* TWINWORRY: RISING PRICES, FALLING STOCKS

Sale of fertiliser products (in lakh tonnes)
[ APR-MAR | APR-FEB | APR-FEB
2024-25 | 2024-25 | 2025-26

Fertiliser requirementvs
availability (in lakh tonnes)

® Total kharif requirement

Wea 39 | GN04 | F680°  Total availability”
Ammonium Sulphate | 876 812 994

AmmoniumChloride | 049 | 045 | 053 8

AP o RE R Rl ¥ L

TSP | 328 | 315 | 646 . é &
WA Tom | ol | o001 I§ 25 I 23
‘MOP | 202 | 2043 | 2089 l iIn. [ﬂl_’m
'S5P 98 | om  uB | 3 0% 0% ‘g £ 5
NPKSComplexss | 14214 | 13601 | 13441

TOTAL 70691 | 67681 69148 g

OAP; DEAMMONUM PHOSPHATE T5P; TRIPLE SUPER PHOSPHATE. MAR
MONO AMNONILM PHOSPHATE. MOP: MURIATE OF POTASH; S5P- SINGLE

TomL Tash

SUPER PHOSPHATE. "INCLUDES 098 LAXH TONNES OF SULPHUR-COATED

UREA; "INCLUDES 0.20 LAKH TONNES OF SULFHUR-COATED UREA

SOURCE: THE FERTRISER ASSOCIATION OF DA

AS ON APFIL 2. 2026 SOURCE: DEPARTMENT
OF AGRICULTURE & FARMERS WELFARE

TheIPLtender had called for the vessels
loaded with the contracted 2.5-mt cargoto
set sail latest by June 14, for timely arrival
during kharifseason, Forthe RCFimports,
the last loading date had 1o be extended
from March 31 (under the original tender)

to April 30 because of ships either not being
available or stuck in the Persian Gulf before
the Hormuz maritime chokepoint.

Lower imports and domestic produc-
tion can constrain urea availability in the
upcoming Kharif. The availability-to-

epaper.indianexprem N |

requirement ratio is better for DAP, muriate
of potash (MOP), single super phosphate
(SSP)and complex fertilisers containing ni-
trogen (N), phosphorous (P), potassium (K)
and sulphur (S) in different proportions.

“We may somehow pull through kharif,
The real problem will be in the rabi season,”
the source added.

Meeting the challenge

The table shows that urea has a 55%
share in India's annual fertiliser sales, fol-
lowed by DAP, NPKS complexes, and SSP.
The war-triggered shortfalls might, how-
ever, lead to reduced consumption of the
heavily subsidised commodity fertilisers,
especially ureaand DAP.

As regards urea (which has 46% N), a
prominent manufacturer from Uttar Pra-
desh proposed that the government let
companies coat commaodity fertilisers with
micronutrients (zing, iron, copper, boron,
manganese and melybdenum) and free
these fortified products from maximum re-
tail price controls,

“Allow usto coat urea or DAP with micro-
nutrients or secondary nutrients (sulphur,
calcium and magnesium). Farmers won't
mind paying more if the fortified fertilisers
result in higher grain yields. Many of them
are already applying zinc sulphate (a non-
subsidised fertiliser) on top of urea. Here,
they will get urea uniformly coated with a
thin lining of the micronutrient. It saves

them the cost of separately buying and ap-
plying zine sulphate,” he pointed out.

The present crisis may also be ashot in
the arm for Indlia’s fledgling biostimulants
industry. Biostimulants, unlike fertilisers,
don't contain nutrients per se and are de-
rived from microbes (bacteria and fungi),
soil organic matter (humic and fulvic
acids), seaweed extracts and other nat-
urally occurring substances. These canen-
hance the nutrient use efficiency of the fer-
tilisers applied by farmers.

"TheN, PorK present in fertilisers aren't
necessarily available for uptake by the
plant. Forexample, Pisoften locked in soils,
making it unavailable to the plant roots.
Even the nutrients that are taken up by the
plant may not convert into biomass and
yield. Biostimulants basically modify inter-
nal plant processes to improve their func-
tionality and nutrient use efficiency,” said
Renuka Diwan, co-founder of the Pune-
based BioPrime AgriSolutions Pvt, Ltd.

Biostimulants include phosphate sofubi-
lising bacteria that convert insoluble Pinsoil
intosolubleorthophasphates, whichareim-
mediately available for plant uptake and
use, “We can have similar biomolecules
extracted from microbes and plantsthat can
even be blended with chemical fertilisers. it
will make the latter work better, thereby re-
ducing their consumption,” said Diwan.,

FULLREPORT ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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* TWIN WORRY: RISING PRICES, FALLING STOCKS

Sale of fertiliser products (in lakh tonnes)

| APR-MAR | APR-FEB | APR-FEB
2024-25 | 2024-25 | 2025-26

‘Urea 38792* | 371.04 @ 37690*
'AmmoniumSulphate' 876 | 812 | 994
AmmoniumChloride | 049 = 045 @ 053
'DAP | 9281 | 9014 @ 8959 |
TSP . 328 | 315 6.46
'MAP 019 019 0.01
'MOP 2202 2043 = 20.89
SSP 4928 | 4728 | 5275
'NPKS Complexes 14214 | 13601 | 13441
'TOTAL 70691 = 67681 69148

DAP: DI-AMMONIUM PHOSPHATE; TSP: TRIPLE SUPER PHOSPHATE; MAP:
MONO AMMONIUM PHOSPHATE; MOP: MURIATE OF POTASH; SSP: SINGLE
SUPER PHOSPHATE; *INCLUDES 0.18 LAKH TONNES OF SULPHUR-COATED
UREA; **INCLUDES 0.20 LAKH TONNES OF SULPHUR-COATED UREA
SOURCE: THE FERTILISER ASSOCIATION OF INDIA

Fertiliserrequirementvs

availability (in lakh tonnes)

™ Total kharif requirement
Total availability*

o
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complexes
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23.48

SSP

*AS ON APRIL 2, 2026; SOURCE: DEPARTMENT

OF AGRICULTURE & FARMERS WELFARE




Price Shock

DAP Impact

Raw Materials

Import Dependence

Major Suppliers

LNG Link

Kharif Challenge

Stock Situation

Twin Problem

Urea import price rose from ~$508 -
~$935/tonne in 2 months

DAP price increased to ~$865/tonne vs
~$720 earlier

Ammonia, sulphur prices surged due to
global disruptions

India imports ~30-31 mt urea out of
total ~39-40 mt demand

Gulf countries (Qatar, UAE, Oman) +
Saudi Arabia

Urea production depends on LNG
imports (60% from Gulf)

Demand spike during monsoon sowing
(June onwards)

Requirement ~19.4 mt vs availability
~5.5 mt (April)

Rising prices + falling stocks

I BIHd 2 AER | ~$508 F ~$935 ufd e

@ gt

DAP &IHd ~$720 & 9@dR ~$865 Ufd e

3T T bR ) Bind dfedds Tbe A gat

HRd ~39-40 fafaaa e & & ~30-31 fafaaqa

e JfRAT AT BT &

HTST 29f (Bar, UAE, 3iHH) + T3al 3R

IRAT 3G LNG R fR (60% Fst )

TRIG HIsT (S F) ? AT derit

ATIRI B AT ~19.4 mt, ITcTEdT ~5.5 mt

g&dl BIHd + Ted HSR



LNG Link

Kharif Challenge

Stock Situation

Twin Problem

Fertiliser Use Share

Government Response

Alternative Sources

Long-term Solution

Urea production depends on LNG
imports (60% from Gulf)

Demand spike during monsoon sowing

(June onwards)

Requirement ~19.4 mt vs availability
~5.5 mt (April)

Rising prices + falling stocks

Urea (55%), DAP, NPK, SSP major

fertilizers

Subsidy burden rises; may reduce

fertiliser consumption

Indonesia, Malaysia, Morocco, Jordan

Promote micronutrient coating + bio-

stimulants

IRAT 3G LNG R fR (60% Jmst )

TRG Hs (S ) | | et

ATIRIB AT ~19.4 mt, IUEAT ~5.5 mt

g&dl BdIHd + Hed SR

IRAT (55%), DAP, NPK, SSP YHY 3d3d

Tfegat der 931 IUANT BH & Jbal &

SSIATrT, HeferRIT, HRAhT, S84

J&d Ui ded Bbifer d aral-fEgacd bl
garan



Concept

Urea

DAP

NPK

Bio-stimulants

Micronutrients

Explanation (English)

Nitrogen-based fertiliser (46% N)

Contains Nitrogen & Phosphorus

Balanced fertiliser (N, P, K)

Microbe-based enhancers improving nutrient

use efficiency

Zn, Fe, B etc. required in small quantities

ArRAT (Hindi)

A8l AYRA 3P
ATEGIS + BRBRA
Adfeid Idb

JeAsita 3eniRd Uiy IuANT @11 dlat

{5, 3RA 301fS Jgu aa



2026 Young Global
Leader (YGL)



Person in News

Recognition

Awarding Body

Criteria

Organisation Details

Company Work

Impact

Vision

Key Partners

IHER ? Afdd

T 23 dTeit T2

YA HIAES

e T faazor

HUAT BT BRI

Arthur Law — Co-founder &
Managing Principal of

Storefriendly Asia

Selected as 2026 Young Global
Leader (YGL)

World Economic Forum (WEF)

Leaders under age 40 contributing
to society, business, policy

WEF headquartered in Geneva,
Switzerland

Tech-enabled self-storage

solutions in urban areas

Served 40,000+ households &

businesses

“"Make Space for the Future” -

better urban living

Blackstone, Partners Group

3MeRR @ — TR¥ sl Tferam & Jg-
TRMTHh

2026 AT TAige @is? (YGL) &b vU |
WA
faea anfefes g (WEF)

40 99 F BH TG B YU AT
WEF &1 T f5ar, fiesias /
23 & | dcpAlD! TR JHTETA
40,000+ TRGRY T FGHTAN BT JaT



Vision

Key Partners

Professional

Background

Social Contribution

Programme Facts

Exam Relevance

ATGATG S JSH

s e[

BRIBH do

TA& HEA

"Make Space for the Future” -
better urban living

Blackstone, Partners Group

Worked at Goldman Sachs, HSBC;

Oxford mathematician

Works in healthcare, education,

urban sustainability

118 leaders selected from 55
countries (2026)

Links to urbanisation, leadership,

global institutions

@B, e Ju

MegAq T, HSBC ® BRf: 3ifaa®hIs
farfard

e, fereq, orgdt fawra & A

55 o & 118 Adr3fl &1 ad+

RIEABRT, A, dfedds Jeg



* Q. Consider the following statements:

* The Young Global Leaders programme is
conducted by the World Bank.

e Arthur Law is associated with a tech-enabled
self-storage platform.

* The World Economic Forum is
headquartered in Geneva.

 Which of the above statements is/are
correct?

* Options:
A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only

C.1and 3 only
D. All of the above /




Blood Centre in Every District by Dec
PAOPAS




Topic (English)

Scheme [ Initiative

Objective

Ministry

Current Status

Review Conducted By

Stages Covered

Key Systems

Major Issues

Government Target

fawz (f&dh)
YT [ 98

ganrF feifa

THIGT gRT

o

& IHRTE

THR AT

Key Points (English)

Blood Centre in Every District by
Dec 2026

Ensure safe blood access &

reduce transfusion risks

Ministry of Health & Family
Welfare

~10% districts lack blood centres

National review via video

conference

Licensing, donation, testing,
storage, reporting

eRaktKosh, BBMS, CDSCO

Poor digital integration, low

donation, infra gaps

Zero transfusion-transmitted
infections (TTIs)

& fag (&)

&R 5a A 3o &g ([GHaR 2026 dp)
JRfard I ULl T HpHUT SIPH BH
BAT

WReY Ud URAR BedToT AT

AT 10% foieil A Tt g At

AT TR TR JHIEHT

eRaktKosh, BBMS, CDSCO

&[T I -TATRA TBHUT



Key Systems

Major Issues

Government Target

Key Authority

Public Health

Importance

Exam Linkage

& GHRTE

TIBR A&

gter dder

eRaktKosh, BBMS, CDSCO

Poor digital integration, low

donation, infra gaps

Zero transfusion-transmitted

infections (TTIs)

NACO (National AIDS Control

Organisation)

Improves emergency care &

healthcare system

Health schemes, SDG-3, public
health infra

eRaktKosh, BBMS, CDSCO

ol -t @

NACO (RTEIT Tsd fF3=0r I1req)

UTa fafdeat g WRed JEUR

WReY AN, SDG-3



4la

ERAKTKOSH: ONLINE BLOOD BANK TTIS INCLUDE: HIV, HEPATITISB & C CDSCO: INDIA’S NATIONAL DRUG
MANAGEMENT SYSTEM TTIS WCPRERE: HIV, UBSSaPES BT Y REGULATORY AUTHORITY
AR [ V¥ R .

ERAKTKOSH: © STRS S B SRS C CDSCO: S’k 3& okl ARG T
ST

SDG LINK: SDG-3 (GOOD HEALTH & VOLUNTARY BLOOD DONATION:
WELL-BEING) SAFEST SOURCE OF BLOOD

SDG S SDG-3 (2 & SX)) SRE 3 W gIE BHFe Sie



* Q. Consider the following statements:

e eRaktKosh is an online platform for blood bank
management in India.

* CDSCO regulates blood donation camps in India.

* Transfusion-transmitted infections include HIV and
Hepatitis B.

* Which of the above statements is/are correct?

* Options:
A.1and 3 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1,2and3

D. 1 only



India’s 99th Ramsar Site




ADDS

RAMS

AR Si

¥ 99tn RAMSAR SITE OF INDIA

SHEKHA JHEEL
BIRD SANCTUARY

A Ramsar site in Uttar Pradesh and one of India's
most important freshwater bird habitats, known
for its rich biodiversity and conservation significance.

o LOCATION & IMPORTANCE

» Located in the Aliganj tehsil of Etawah district,
Uttar Pradesh.

« Spread over an area of about 17 sq. km, with a
catchment area of nearly 40 hectares,

* Declared a Ramsar site in 1991 — the 99th Ramsar
site of India and the 12th in Uttar Pradesh.

* An important freshwater wetland and a major
habitat for migratory birds

9 BIODIVERSITY

« Home to more than 186 species of birds, especially
during the winter season.

« Both resident and migratory birds are found here.

» Key Species:
Bar-headed Goose, Greylag Goose, Red-crested
Pochard, Pintadl, Common Teal, Greylag Goose,
Northern Pintail, Gadwall, Ferruginous Duck, Commen

'c‘,\\EV\““ JHEEL BIRD Sd.vc,w
Coot, Little Cormorant, Great Cormorant, Purple Heron, [ g | s _h
Pond Heron, Kingfisher, White-breasted Watarhen, .IL*
Black-winged Stilt, Spot-billed Duck, Black-necked Stork, 'y
Painted Stork, Great Egret, Indian Darter, Little Egret,
Cattle Egret, Openbill Stork, Swamp Francolin,

Grey Francolin, Common Moorhen

Q CONSERVATION & SIGNIFICANCE

« Plays a vital role in maintaining ecological balance @ WHY IMPORTANT FOR UPSC
and supporting bird populations. » Example of wetland conservation and
* Acts as a safe wintering ground for migratary birds Ramsar Convention in India
from Central Asia and other regions. * Related to Environment, Ecology,
* Promotes biodiversity conservation, eco-tourism, Biodiversity and Conservation topics
and environmental awareness » Frequently asked in Pralims and GS Paper |lI

- (Erwiranment & Disaster Management)



Topic (English)

Place in News

Recognition

State Ranking

Announced By

Ecological Importance

Migration Route

Bird Species

Importance of Ramsar

Status

Economic Impact

Environmental Role

Exam Linkage

fawz (&)

THTER H 20

sy fefa

yiRf@ifas vga

uaft wanfaar

IR T BT HEA

snfefas wara

gafazvita i

e daer

Key Points (English)

Shekha Jheel Bird Sanctuary,
Aligarh (UP)

Declared India's 99th Ramsar
Site

Uttar Pradesh now has 12 Ramsar
sites (highest)

Union Environment Minister
Bhupender Yadav

Major wetland & bird habitat

Located on Central Asian Flyway

Bar-headed Goose, Painted Stork,
Ducks

Global recognition, conservation
support

Boosts eco-tourism & local
livelihoods

Flood control, groundwater
recharge, biodiversity

Wetlands, biodiversity,
conventions

A fag (fE)
Srn it waft s3aRvy, g (3.W.)

MIRd &1 99di IHAT At

3T YRl H 12 IR e (Haifes)

gafazor ¥4t dg arga

HEaqof M vd sl e
dAge eferas wwrdad u? fea

aR-223 TE, 92 wih, gad

dfeaes wr=raT, T&UT BT ggTar

gl-glRen a dsmR A gfg

SR, st fafaera, s



 Ramsar Convention: 1971, Ramsar (lran)
EEREIG ST &PR : 1971, TERAGH (ETEF°)

e Central Asian Flyway: Covers migration routes
across Asia & Europe
Q@'ﬂ' WW EEE?&EEEW s YIS

* Bar-headed Goose: Flies over Himalayas at very
high altitude

OEFOSE W - SORSERII S5 E8 &oad®

* Wetlands Functions: Carbon storage, climate
regulation

s mm S Shidel , o ARG




* Q. Consider the following statements:

* Shekha Jheel is located in Uttar Pradesh and lies on the Central
Asian Flyway.

 Ramsar Convention deals with conservation of forests only.
Uttar Pradesh has the highest number of Ramsar sites in India.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

* Options:
A.1and 3 only
B.1and 2 only
C.2and 3 only

D. All of the above






Topic (English)

Authority in News

Implementation Date

Legal Basis

Nodal Ministry

Nature of Body

Composition

Scope

Key Functions

Data Regulation

Focus Areas

fawa (f&h)

JAHTER 7 H@A1

wn fafer

BILAT AR

ANee HATEHY

R BT HY

e fAama

H& BIeH

Key Points (English)

Online Gaming Authority of India
(OGAI)

From May 1, 2026

Promotion & Regulation of Online
Gaming Act, 2025

Ministry of Electronics & IT
(MeitY)

Digital regulatory authority under
MeitY

Chaired by Addl. Secretary +
officials from key ministries

Regulates entire online gaming
ecosystem

Game registration, compliance,
legal classification

Data retention, platform
accountability

Consumer protection, fraud
control, responsible gaming

e fag (f&h)
sifeTs A 3reifet 3ite gfEa (OGAN)

19% 2026 @ @1

JtAerga A sfaf{aw, 2025

geagia vd et watea

MeitY & starfa fBfses Fame

fafaa afda & sreaemEn, fafi= dama
onfae

Hquf siiere Afdn §= &1 fFAaea

9 dsftaszor, ST, derar fRefor

221 HUE, WeBIH STaideg!

Iitarr deror, eftEnerst Apemy



Scope

Key Functions

Data Regulation

Focus Areas

Sector Coverage

Special Provision

Exam Linkage

ECRCR LG

H& By

fadry wraem

gten dae

Regulates entire online gaming

ecosystem

Game registration, compliance,

legal classification

Data retention, platform

accountability

Consumer protection, fraud

control, responsible gaming

Real-money gaming, esports,

fantasy sports

No mandatory registration for

non-real money games

Digital governance, IT laws,

emerging tech regulation

Iquf sifaeg AT &7 &1 fFama

] G0, 3rqarer, derdr fAefRor

2CT AYUE, WcBIH Siaracet

P TeRAT TR&(0T, SETerst by

eren w) AT, €-wiiém

R-Reret Wit 7 2q dsfeor e et

fefsiea mada, amget B



* Q. Consider the following statements:

* OGAI operates under the Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology.

* All online games in India must mandatorily register under
OGAL.

* OGAI has powers related to data retention and platform
compliance.

* Which of the above statements is/are correct?

* Options:

A.1 and 3 only

B. 2 and 3 only
C.1and 2 only

D. All of the above



Earth Day is observed every year on April 22. Test your know

facts related to this day

Sindhu Nagaraj

N

QUESTION 1

In which year was this event first held?

A

QUESTION 2

How is the person Julian Koenig associated
with Earth Day?

A

QUESTION 3

The first Earth Day was focused on which
country?

A

QUESTION 4

What is the Earth Day-themed single
released in 19907

A

QUESTION 5

Which was the unfortunate event that gave a
push for the event to be observed?

CM G

CLIMATE
AGREEMENT

A

Visual
question: How
is this logo
related

to Earth Day?
GETTY IMAGES




Questions and Answers to the
previous day’s daily quiz: 1. In which
year was this event first held? Ans: 1970
2. How is the person Julian Koenig
associated with Earth Day? Ans: He
coined the term Earth Day

3. The first Earth Day was focused on
which country? Ans: United States

4, What is the Earth Day-themed single
released in 19907 Ans: Tomorrow’s
World

5. Which was the unfortunate event that
gave a push for the event to be
observed? Ans: Santa Barbara oil spill
Visual: How is this related to Earth Day?
Ans: On Earth Day 2016, the
landmark Paris Agreement was
signed by the United States, the U.K.,
China, and 120 other countries



Here is a quiz on the occasion of the UNESCO’s World Book Day and U
being observed on April 23

V. V. Ramanan

b

QUESTION 1

Though the first World Book Day was
celebrated in 1995, the original idea
was conceived in 1922 to celebrate the
works of which famous Spanish
author?

A

QUESTION 2

In a similar vein, why was April 23
chosen as the English Language Day?
b

QUESTION 3

What does the term ‘incunabula’ refer
to?

A

QUESTION 4

In the context of a published book,
what are the terms used for: (i) a
quote at the beginning of the book or

e

chapter, and (ii) an illustration
facing the title page?

A

QUESTION 5

The longest word in the
English language, as defined
by the Oxford English
Dictionary (OED), is
‘pneumonoultramicroscopic-
silicovolcanoconiosis’. What is
it a technical term for?

A

QUESTION 6

From which Indian languages
do the English words
bandicoot, catamaran, and
candy come?

A

QUESTION 7

Which were the last two letters
added to the modern English
alphabet?

A

Visual Question:
This is a page from the oldest known dated printed book in the world, dating back
to 868 CE, which is now in the British Library. Name the work. WIKIMEDIA COMMONS




UMANG 360

CURRENT AFFAIRS MAGAZINE

& UMANG 360 MAGAZINE — COMPLETE CURRENT AFFAIRS IN ONE PLACE
& COVERS MARCH 2026 TO APRIL 2027 MONTH-WISE

& INCLUDES MCQS, GOVERNMENT SCHEMES & KEY UPDATES

& EASY, CONCISE & PERFECT FOR QUICK REVISION
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Word of the day

Kaput:

destroyed or killed

Synonyms: broken, ruined, defunct

Word of the day

Inconspicuous:
not prominent or readily noticeable

Synonym: invisible

Usa g€ My laptop went kaput in the
middle of work.

Usage: security personnel remained
inconspicuous during the event.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/kaput

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /keput/

Pronunciation: newsth.live/7JBGzP/
inconspicuous

International Phonetic alphabet:
/1n.kan'spik.ju.as/
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