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. Under which section should blocking orders be issued, according to X
Corp’s legal challenge?

X Y T Flefell AAldl F AR, SRl T FT URT &F ded
ST fFT ST Gieu?

* A. Section 66A
B. Section 69A
C. Section 79(3)(b)
D. Section 72



What is India’s objection to Section 79(3)(b) being used for blocking
content?

HRT A AFAA 79(3)(b) F ded e sdifehdl U AT TR &7

* A. It violates copyright laws
B. It is not constitutionally valid for blocking content

C. It involves national security
D. It promotes misinformation



Who is the new IOC President succeeding Thomas Bach?
qHT ST & 916 ¢ ATSINHT HeTeT T aoF 87

e A. Simone Biles
B. Usain Bolt
C. Kirsty Coventry
D. PV Sindhu



What is the global obesity statistic mentioned in the WHO 2022 report?
WHO 2022 Rai¢ & 3r[aR 3Ras Alerd § waftra smwst a1 872

*A.1in 10 people
B.1in 12 people
C.1in 8 people
D.1in 5 people



What is Tirzepatide (Mounjaro) primarily used for?
fataiurerss (FHIGRY) &1 yq@ 39T fFw faw giar 87

* A. Blood pressure control
B. Skin treatment
C. Weight loss and diabetes management
D. Cancer prevention



What is the mechanism of action for Tirzepatide?

fatsiurerss 9 s #yar €7

* A. Increases thyroid hormone
B. Mimics gut hormones to regulate appetite
C. Stimulates brain activity
D. Enhances calcium absorption



Which Indian pharmaceutical companies are working on generic
versions of Tirzepatide?

m#mwwmmmwm
HUfAT T o §2

* A. Zydus and Dr. Reddy's
B. Cipla, Sun Pharma, Biocon, Natco
C. Lupin and Torrent
D. Glenmark and Aurobindo



What does the Global Climate Report 2024 predict about the 1.5°C
threshold?

Tollgd FoargAc RUIE 2024 F AR 1.5°CHAT & IR F FT
fasgqruiy & a1 8?2

* A. Will never be breached
B. Already permanently surpassed
C. Likely to be breached by September 2029
D. Breached only in Arctic region



What is Rangpanchami associated with?
Lo fRad gefaa 8§72
* A. Festival of harvest

B. End of Holi celebrations

C. Worship of Sun God
D. South Indian festival



What are Vikram 3201 and Kalpana 3201 developed by ISRO?
AU garT RAsfAa fawaA 3201 30t wegar 3201 Fa1 §72

* A. Satellite systems
B. Microprocessors for space missions
C. Navigation systems
D. Communication antennas
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Heathrow airport
closed for a day

Russia strikes
Odesa, blames
Kyiv for gas
facility blast
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Demands for Grants of
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There is progress
on GM food

crops, says official

NEW DELHI

A head of a fresh serses of

hearings in the Supreme Court

ext month over genetically

modified {GM) food crops, the
of

Judge’s transfer is not related to ‘rumours’ SC

has sought feedback from consultee judges of the SC and Chief Justices of HCs: Delhi HC has initiated an internal inquiry into

NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
Y N
on Friday that

ation

to transfer Justice Yashwant Varma was based on the Colle;

a proposal to transfer Jus-
tice Varma, stated categori-
unconnect-

th
enquiry procedure into othe

Judicial path

A Driet 1oox at the career of
Sustice vashwant varma, bomm on
January 6, 1965 In Allanabaed

"The for
transfer of Justice Yash-

dent” at th of cond

Delbi High Court judge. the Delhi High Courtand a
¥ Varma, of the C
Compelling the apex couri  to his parent High Court,
C to transfer him Court of Judi-

=2id there was “progres=" on
this front. » PAGE 5

‘Indian students
in the U.S. must
follow local laws™
NEW DELI

I res 0 a question on
the arrest of Badar Khan Suri, 3
Studert,

out.
The statement from the
Supreme Court came after
Srepost iy Thee Tewics of
followed

rec:
a fire broke out in lhe resi-
dential the

ie.. the High
caruire at Allahabad, where
he will be ninth in seniori-

3992: Srrofed 32 a0 sdvocate

October 13,
2014
Appoised
oo
Judge, Mlahstod
igh Court

s procedure: it adds the

has been by the C i which
i I will be by Cn
Is Allahabad HC “The press note referred obe was called for. This
to the Supreme Court judg:  would be done on th
a trash bin, asks me Additional District  of a logical ssment
iati and Sessions Judge X* ver- a

NEW DELIIT

Court, the Chief Justices of
the H

ieh Courts
a.nd also from justice Var-

Will be examined and. the.

reupon, the Collegium will

pass a resolution,”
said.

udge.
The press note issued by
the Supreme Court, while

Ministry of Externad Affairs on
Ericlay said Indian students in
the U.S. must foliow local baws,

NEW DELEI
The Centre in the SC on
Friday that 13 Bangladesht
nationals have been deported
their country while the
verfication process for the

Bangladesh's interim
government says it has no
plans to ban the politcal party.
of ousted premicr Sheikh
Hasina, putting it 3t ocds with
the student revolutionaries
whe overthrew hes in an
uprng tast year. » PAGE 12

In-house enquiry
©On the “incident”, the top
court said the Chief Justice

to a Supreme Court Colle-
glium. meeding on- March

enquiry report
e et A

Chief Justice of India Sanjiv

Khay on March 21. The
Deihi Court Chief jus-
tice's report would be “ex-
ami processed for

r
tion”, the press note

“The nature of the enqul-
= and report are ¢

al to protect the maivi-
Al iniegricy of the udge
concerned.

Stages

is com-

in this case the Delhi High
Court Chief justice, of the
veracity of the allegations
and whether a deeper

on Tation
the response of the judge
concerned

The second stage of the
procedure is monitored by
the Chief Justice of india

and is Off if he en-
dorses the High Court
Chief ,..msce-s Teport re-
commendi: a  deeper

Probe. Tnwach a sitmation,
the CJi would constitute a

Ramzan staple
- TE

Feast ingredient: A woman preparing vermicelll, used in a traditional dessert made during the month of Ramzan, in Chennal on Friday. Axi

US. federal
judge blocks
deportation of
Indian student

NEW YORK

A Us._ federal j
locked the dej

a postdoc:
ral faitow at the Alwatecd
Bin Talal Center for Mus-
Em-Christian Understand-
at the Edmund A Walsh
School of Foreign Service
at the university.

District Patricia
Tolltver Giles said, “It is or-
dered that petitioner shall
not be removed from the
United States unless
until the court issues a con-
trary order”

FuLL REPORT
» PAGE 3

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

dimir Putin, said Norwe-
glan_ Foreign Minister Es-
pen Barth Eide.

Mr. Trump is giving Rus-
sia a “boost” at a

nual
ference, where the Ul
role Russia-

Monday, External Affairs

gesting some concessions.
o be given prior to
negotiations.

=1t is important that M.
Trump does not give away
o behalfaf Uk

Ula'alne ceasefire dominat-
liscusssons..
As U.S. and Russian offi-

Fainians that they
et Me. Elde Said i a
reference to Mr. Trump's
comments on recognising
Crimea as part of Russia

» ]

Espen Barth Eide

and calling on Ukraine to
jforger abouc™  joning

limited s now in

place with both Russia and
Ukraine agreeing to avoid
each other's

for an end to the war this
year- M. Sybiha said ar

Raisina Dialogue. Se-
mior ¢

energy and
installations. However, dif-
ferences over the way for-
ward

Ukraine’s Forelgn Minis-

lines of!he Raisina Dia-

sources said that a_nego-
tating team has ady
been officially formed, un-
derlining Ukraines “se-
rious _approach toward
peace™.

However, State Duma

and many oy ot Mintsers

h-s Ukraines “red

nos ceding

Ulerainiam territory occu-
Russia

ber Vyacheslav Nikonov.
who was present at the
conference said no

pied by
and not accepting curbs on
their military power or fo-
refgn policy.

“Now s (he tme for di-

at
present, as Russia consid-
ers the Vi -
skyy government. whose
tenure nded.
—megmnw_e
’(_omdtunonally. [Pre-
sident Ze! 1 not
legitimate, and this Thatics
a difference, because if Uk-
raine signs an agreemen:

‘Trump allowing Russia relief without Ukraine’s consent’

but a future government
says It won't accepe it. what
will happe: - Nikonov

—a T peakice e
sindi

5 5

india has thus far refect-
ed calls to criticise Russia
for the war since the inva-
sion_of Ukraine in Febru-

The

ankar said that countries

had been unhappy
with India's position in the
past were now more ac-

cepting of ndia's ~com.

ense position~, and
that tndis had told the Rus-
sian leadership that war

Language issue
raked up in T.N. to

hide scams: Shah

NEW DELHI

Union Home Minister Amit

. whil
the Bharatiya janata Party
rnment at the C

Ar. Shah said they
would go to_each vil
and ex| the intent be-

. ~We shoot them bet-
ween the eyes as soon as
we spot them.” Mr. Shah
said, referring to Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi's re-
mark during Bharat jodo
Yatra that he saw terrorists
from a distance in
1n his two-hour speech,
Mr. Shah did not respond
to queries by the Opposi-
ton on the pend-
ing Census exercise and
concerns southern
States around the popula-
ton-based delimitation of
parliamentary seats. Cen-
sus was last done in the
in 201 and has
since 2021

newly

shop in the name of Lan-
guage to hide their corrupt

Az Shah

activities. We have been
asking for two years, but
you do not have the cour.
age to start medical and
engi.neerlng courses in Ta-
mil” he said.

*Spreading pol .
“When we come 10 power
in Tamil Nadu, we will
translate the courses. You
spread poison in the name

ve seen enough divis|
in the country &
grounds, now is the time to
think about its growth and
development- Mr. Shah
said withous

nam-
ing (he DMK or the
Congres:

He nss-er!ed that Hindl
was not in competts
with any other L

Earlier, John Brittas of
the Ci sought to know
which State in north India
had implemented the
three-language education

As Mr. Brittas quoted X's




Judge’s transfer is not related to ‘Tumours’: SC

SC says the proposal to transfer Justice Yashwant Varma was based on the Collegium’s procedure; it adds the transfer proposal has been studied by the Collegium which

has sought feedback from consultee judges of the SC and Chief Justices of HCs; Delhi HC has initiated an internal inquiry into ‘incident,, and findings will be reviewed by CJI

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T issued a statement
on Friday that

“misinformation and ru-
mours” are being spread
with regard to an “inci-
dent” at the residence of
Delhi High Court judge,
Justice Yashwant Varma,
compelling the apex court
Collegium to transfer him
out.

The statement from the
Supreme Court came after
areport by The Times of In-
dia, followed by source-
based online media re-
ports, that a “huge pile of
cash” was recovered when
a fire broke out in the resi-
dential bungalow of the
judge.

The press note issued by
the Supreme Court, while
confirming the existence of

a proposal to transfer Jus-
tice Varma, stated categori-
cally that it was unconnect-
ed with an in-house
enquiry procedure into the
“incident”.

“The proposal for
transfer of Justice Yash-
want Varma, who is the se-
cond seniormost judge in
the Delhi High Court and a
member of the Collegium
to his parent High Court,
i.e., the High Court of Judi-
cature at Allahabad, where
he will be ninth in seniori-
ty, is independent and sep-
arate from the in-house en-
quiry  procedure,” it
informed.

The apex court note
said the transfer proposal
has been examined by the
Supreme Court Collegium.
The Collegium has further
asked for feedback on the
proposal from consultee
judges of the Supreme

Judicial path

A brief look at the career of

Justice Yashwant Varma, born on

January 6, 1969 in Allahabad

1992: Enrolled as an advocate

=3

October 13, February 1,
2014 2016

Appointed Took oath as
Additional Permanent
Judge, Allahabad Judge, Allahabad
High Court High Court

October 11, 2021

Appointed Judge, Delhi
High Court

Court, the Chief Justices of
the High Courts concerned
and also from Justice Var-
ma. “Responses received
will be examined and, the-
reupon, the Collegium will
pass a resolution,” the
statement said.

In-house enquiry
On the “incident”, the top
court said the Chief Justice

of the Delhi High Court,
Justice D.K. Upadhyaya, on
receiving information, had
commenced an in-house
enquiry collecting details
and evidence. The High
Court Chief Justice had be-
gun the enquiry even prior
to a Supreme Court Colle-
gium meeting on March
20. The enquiry report
would be submitted to

Is Allahabad HC
a trash bin, asks
bar association

NEW DELHI

Responding to the “proposed
repatriation” of Justice
Yashwant Varma to the
Allahabad High Court, the Bar
Association of the court has
asked if the High Court was “a
trash bin”. » PAGE 4

Chief Justice of India Sanjiv
Khanna on March 21. The
Delhi High Court Chief Jus-
tice’s report would be “ex-
amined and processed for
further and necessary ac-
tion”, the press note said.

The nature of the enqui-
ry and report are confiden-
tial to protect the indivi-
dual integrity of the judge
concerned.

The press note referred
to the Supreme Court judg-
ment in Additional District
and Sessions Judge ‘X’ ver-
sus Registrar General, High
Court of Madhya Pradesh of
2015.

Stages of probe

The judgment elucidates
the stages of the in-house
enquiry procedure, which
is meant to “ensure exclu-
sion of favouritism, prejud-
ice or bias”.

The in-house enquiry
procedure against sitting
High Court judges is com-
partmentalised into two
stages.

The first stage involves
the prima facie ascertain-
ment by the Chief Justice of
the High Court concerned,
in this case the Delhi High
Court Chief Justice, of the
veracity of the allegations
and whether a deeper

probe was called for. This
would be done on the basis
of a logical assessment
made on a consideration of
the response of the judge
concerned.

The second stage of the
procedure is monitored by
the Chief Justice of India
and is kicked off if he en-
dorses the High Court
Chief Justice’s report re-
commending a deeper
probe. In such a situation,
the CJI would constitute a
three-member committee
of two Chief Justices of
High Courts and a judge of
a High Court. The commit-
tee can devise its own pro-
cedure of investigation,
provided it follows the
principle of natural justice.
The judge in question
would have a fair oppor-
tunity to repudiate the alle-
gations levelled against
him.



The Supreme Court of India clarified that Justice Yashwant Varma’s transfer was a
routine decision of the Collegium and was unrelated to the alleged "incident" at
his residence.

giie HIE A Tose fFar fF ~Arefd Jeda gA7 F1 a6 ear sefoad
1 v AfAa ufhar & dgd gar ¢ 3R 39% 3maw W g$ FRa
"mf'#maﬁ'émaﬁgl N

Reports suggested that a "huge pile of cash" was found after a fire broke out at
his residence, triggering speculations.

Raet & grar fFar a9 foF 393 3Ma 9X AT d9a & 9 "ARAT HI
g1 " UIT 19T, TOAd reHha g AT oAt



The Supreme Court has ordered an
internal inquiry into the matter,
which will be reviewed by the
Chief Justice of India (CJI).

Wﬁé#wmﬁﬁ

IafE ST & 3meer e &
forah1 gHieT 99 & qAET
=ararefier (cJi) 3



Supreme Court’s Response | '{I:'Efm' Hre Y gfafear

* V' The Collegium approved the transfer proposal after seeking
feedback from senior judges of the Supreme Court and High Courts.

PAGIH & T A IR 3w7 At F alss warmedat
A gfafshar 9ISd I & 91¢ d9Igd F GG HF AR A

V' Justice Varma is being transferred from the Delhi High Court to

the Allahabad High Court, where he will be ninth in seniority.
AIAd AT & deGel el 3= AT ¥ SdARERe
3ed e A fRAT ST @1 8, 8T 9 aissar ¥ 7 Sl
AT IX gt



Bar Association’s Objection | ¥ vaif@uere & 3mak

* A The Allahabad Bar Association questioned whether the High Court was being
treated as a "dumping ground" for controversial transfers.
IR TR & q8T & 41 3= AT f [{aRrdg ddedal &
gg "FHERT 9T & T H STAHTST fHAT 3T 6T 87
/A Opposition parties have criticized the move, calling it an attempt to sideline an
independent judge.

ﬁw&ﬁaﬁ#wmaﬁmmwsﬁwwmﬁmmﬁ
PR FI T I ad1=T ¢l



3. Historical and Geographical Context | fagias 3 stmfaw gt
Judicial History of Transfers | #ITA% GEICGIRGD] sfag

ﬁ The Supreme Court Collegium follows a structured process for transferring High
Court j ju es to ensure impartiality.

FIATH 3T AT & el & daedl & v e swRda
mﬂwm%aﬁﬁwma?ﬁWI



& In the past, transfers have been used to maintain judicial
independence, but some have been controversial.

FAT &, gaEdr FT IYANRT FAAF TaaTT ¢ @ F
T fraT T dfe F& TYEIRT fAaERde ot 7 &



Legal Framework for In-House Inquiries | 3af® I & v mﬁr I

§8 The Supreme Court referred to the 2015 ruling in Additional District and Sessions
Judge X vs. Registrar General, Madhya Pradesh High Court, outlining the process for in-
house inquiries against judges. )
qNA FIC A 2015 & HIGRFT 51 va FT ~FFTENT VFT FATH HET qa9r
Jog ST ATHS &1 "est fear, oud ~amreie & f@ew raie ST $ir
gfrar AuRa $r g off

8% The two-stage process involves:

* Preliminary assessment by the High Court Chief Justice.
3T AT & &Y ~RTENT GanT IRIAS Fedrhe|

* Further investigation if deemed necessary by the Chief Justice of India.

IfE IraRTF AT A0, A AR & AT «ArAmeer q@rT 3mer i A=
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Mirwaiz Umar Farooq seeks

revocation of ban on his party

Hurriyat
Mirwaiz Umar Faroog, while

man and Kashmir's chief deric
addressing a Friday

congregation in Srinagar for the first time since
his party was banned by the Union Home
Ministey. sald the Centre's move - was harsh and
uncalled for and should be revobed”. Referring 1o
the recent hall imposed on the Awami Action
Committee (AAC), the Mirwaiz said, “Those who

arder and creating unrest. These allegations are
unfounded in the face of facts and the party’s
Eloriows history-.

Two members of Manipur
extremist group arrested

The Guwahati police on Friday apprehended two

crimes in Mandpar.
Supplier from Bishnupar dlsteics white the laster

based extremist

People's War Groug), a Maoist
rreolved If, extortion and arteplared
arms

= former ks an

There is progress on GM
foodfcrops, says official

MEW DELHE

head of a fresh se-

ries of hearings in

the Supreme Court
next month over tical-
ly modified (GM) food
crops, the Department of
Biotechnology (DET) sabd
there was “progress” om
this front

The matter is sub judice

ANV ApReova| For VRO

into transgenic and GM

food crops, comes under

the Miniswy of Science and
rechnology.

At present, Bt conon is
the only genetically modi-
fied crop allowed to be cul-
tivated.

was
the supreme

Science Minister Jien-
dra Simgh who was also at
the event, said, “There is

dynamism in bio-

that we cannot look at to-
morrow through the prism
of oday=

wal for cultivation of GM

wristen submissions within
2 week.

A twojudge Bench of
the court, on July 2
2024, gave a spilit verdict

hawe challenged the Envircnmant

N Of GM MASTard, = Moos

on the validity of the
Centre's decision
granting conditional
proval for the env

late a “national policy~ on

The Himdu that the

first ransgenie faod crop
appr farmer
Relds by the Genane Engt-

mring new of en-
symes,  pl cuetical
and agricubtural products

while applying technilques,
meluding Eenetic

engineering.
A report released by the
DET at the event on Friday

ot Bl gprdeniae  ac
counts for 81% — the smal-
Text share  oF the nss7

billion n in-

ronment Ministry, b
was formulating the policy
and was the “nodal
coordinasor™.

Safety

concerns
GM mustard, developed
using public funds, was the

“Walued at $13.5 billion,
this

enhances
agricultural  productivity

the report

Do not publish NIRF
ranking for 2025: HC

to Education Ministry

MADURAL

The Madurai Bench of the
Court

H:

from -
Elihing he Naonal | lnsd-
tutional
Eramework (NIRF) ranking
for 2025.

Thee court was hearing a
public ingerest
petition filed by

the
ranking was without any
b s :nd was misleading

e NIRF was launched

nistry for evaluating higher

NIRF ranking is dome

ven institutinnas

says potitioner

rch, and other parame-
ers on I web pertal

on this data, the
ranking is awarded with-
out further verification or
anditing, the petitioner
said.

Comparing it with the
Mational Assessment and
Accreditation  Council's
(NAACH Annnal Quality As-

NAAC-AGAR
et adited and checied
'bgl xpert comminees sent
AAC to the Instimng-

The MBA publishes the

The ught a
direction to the NBA to pu-
blish the NIRF ranking af-

by
the institutions with the
data in the ment se-

funds  recebved

A Division Bench of Jus-
tices J. Nisha Banu and s.
Srimathy restramed the
authorisies from_publish-
Ing the ranking for 2025.
The court sought a counter
affidavit and posted the
matter to Aprl 24_
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Do not publish NIRF
ranking for 2025: HC
to Education Ministry

The Hindu Bureau
MADURAI

The Madurai Bench of the
Madras High Court on
Thursday restrained the
Education Ministry and
the National Board of Ac-
creditation (NBA) from pu-
blishing the National Insti-
tutional Ranking
Framework (NIRF) ranking
for 2025.

The court was hearing a
public interest litigation
petition filed by C. Chella-
muthu from Dindigul dis-
trict of Tamil Nadu.

He claimed that the
ranking was without any
basis and was misleading
students.

The NIRF was launched
by the NBA on the direc-
tion of the Education Mi-
nistry for evaluating higher
education institutions.

The NBA publishes the
ranking every year. Institu-
tions are evaluated on five
broad categories — teach-
ing, learning and resourc-
es; research and profes-
sional practice; graduation
outcomes; outreach and
inclusivity; and perception
— the petition said.

The NBA directs institu-
tions to upload data on stu-
dent and staff strength,
staff salaries, graduation
index, placement details,
funds received for re-

NIRF ranking is done
based on the data
given by institutions
without verification
says petitioner

search, and other parame-
ters on its web portal.
Based on this data, the
ranking is awarded with-
out further verification or
auditing, the petitioner
said.

Comparing it with the
National Assessment and
Accreditation  Council’s
(NAAC) Annual Quality As-
surance Report (AQAR),
the petitioner said the
NAAC-AQAR  documents
were audited and checked
by expert committees sent
by the NAAC to the institu-
tions.

The petitioner sought a
direction to the NBA to pu-
blish the NIRF ranking af-
ter comparing and verify-
ing the data submitted by
the institutions with the
data in the government re-
cords and to disclose the
calculation method.

A Division Bench of Jus-
tices J. Nisha Banu and S.
Srimathy restrained the
authorities from publish-
ing the ranking for 2025.
The court sought a counter
affidavit and posted the
matter to April 24.
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National Institutional Ranking Framework
Ministry of Education
Government of India

Home Ranking  List of Participating Institutions

India Rankings 2024: Engineering

Rank-band: 101-150 | Rank-band: 151-200 | Rank-band: 201-300

Show 100 v entries Search:
Institute N
ID
IR-E-U-0456 Indian Institute of Technology Madras More Details | "'_ | %i Chennai Tamil Nadu 89.46 1
IR-E-I-1074 Indian Institute of Technology Delhi More Details | % | % = New Delhi Delhi 86.66 2
IR-E-U-0306 Indian Institute of Technology Bombay More Details | “'_ | % Mumbai Maharashtra 83.09 3
IR-E-I-1075 Indian Institute of Technology Kanpur More Details | 7 | %] = Kanpur Uttar Pradesh 82.79 4
IR-E-U-0573 Indian Institute of Technology Kharagpur More Details | % | %  Kharagpur West Bengal 76.88 5
IR-E-U-0560 Indian Institute of Technology Roorkee More Details | "'_ | % Roorkee Uttarakhand 76.00 6
IR-E-U-0053 Indian Institute of Technology Guwahati More Details | % | % =~ Guwahati Assam 71.86 7
IR-E-U-0013 Indian Institute of Technology Hyderabad More Details | "'w | % Hyderabad Telangana 71.55 8
IR-E-U-0467 National Institute of Technology Tiruchirappalli More Details | "'_ | % @ Tiruchirappalli Tamil Nadu 66.88 9
IR-E-U-0701 Indian Institute of Technology (Banaras Hindu University) Varanasi Varanasi Uttar Pradesh 66.69 10
More Details | 7 | %
IR-E-U-0490 | Vellore Institute of Technology More Details | 7 | %j| = Vellore Tamil Nadu 66.22 11



* The NIRF (National Institutional Ranking Framework) rankings in 2024
evaluate institutions based on five key parameters: Teaching,
Learning, and Resources (TLR); Research and Professional Practice
(RP); Graduation Outcomes (GO); Outreach and Inclusivity (Ol); and
Perception (PR)



Court Order & Reasons for Restraint / 3GTeld &l 3T 3 A& 9 & HROT

* Madurai Bench of the Madras High Court has restrained the Education Ministry and the
Natlonal Board of Accreditation (NBA) from publlshm the NIRF 2025 rankings.
o9, FAGIE gIsehic o fRY&T #aterg 3R YcIId 15 (NBA) &1
*2 125 &) NIRF 3T gohifaa v & 3% ear/

* The court was hearing a public interest litigation (PIL) filed by C. Chellamuthu from
Tamil Nadu, who claimed that the ranking process was misleading and baseless.
+*IfReleTE & &, deol Y EaRT SRR U*WWWWW%‘U
eraad o urar [ « T giFar FrHES IR ANTER 81




Allegations Against NIRF Ranking Process / NIRF ¥fFer ufehaT &
e IR

* The petitioner argued that NIRF rankings are based solely on data
submitted by institutions, without any verification or auditing.

ARSI o T AT & *NIRF 33597 Sde &=l EanRT
JEJA 5T G JTENRT &, 9T et Gearaer ar ifs1ear &

* This leads to manipulated rankings, misleading students in their
college selection process.

Vv &) a7 Mder Ae & Gad FloloT
il S A




In contrast, the National Assessment and Accreditation Council
(NAAC) follows a stricter verification process before assigning
accreditation to institutions.

*$qeh TAUN, *ToET Hodldba] IR g+ GRYG (NAAC)
TEYTT Hl G 1T God & Ggol Uh FSN TIi9eT Giar

HYATAT &/




Comparison with NAAC & Proposed Solutions / NAAC Y delell 3T yTarad gA

* The petitioner urged the court to direct NBA to verify NIRF rankings by cross-checking
institutional data with government records.

*TTADIehdl o7 HeTeld & *NBA &I [Ager d=0 FI AT I @ dF FEAFEIT 5¢T F
PR R#Fis & P-4 @Xd NIRF T & Geaifaad #1/

* NAAC rankings involve expert evaluation and field audits, unlike NIRF which is entirely
data-driven.

NAAC 1T H faelver Fodiest 3R $les JHifse ATfA §id &, siela NIRF q{T
FRE Ser-Tqiferd &/




. Court’s Decision & Next Steps / 3&Teld &T thadr 3 3T Y gfhar

» A Division Bench of Justices J. Nisha Banu and S. Srimathy has directed the authorities
not to publish NIRF rankings for 2025 until further notice.

rHIA &, e ary 3N va. aet Fr G5hc 5 2025 FF NIRF T
gHIRIT FA 9T AF AT &/

* The court has sought a counter-affidavit from the Education Ministry, and the next
hearing is scheduled for April 24.

%#@mmﬁmmwat 3R 317Telt GoTdls 24 Fder
/



Historical Background of NIRF / NIRF &T ¥fagias aRusa

* NIRF was launched in 2015 by the Ministry of Education to create a transparent ranking
system for Indian higher education institutions. ’
NIRF &I 2015 #f%mmmemmrmwmﬁ?%#mﬁ?m
TETe & [T v qreelf Mdar goiielt g5 ST P/

* Over 4,000 institutions participate annually, submitting data for evaluation in five
categories. ) ) ' o ' .
Y &Il 4,000 & 3f0F qeeret 7 dd 8 3N area 9ol # gegide & fov
5¢T J¥qd X &/




Social Impact / HTHTTGI® TG

e Students rely on NIRF rankings for selecting colleges and
universities, but if rankings are manipulated, it can mislead lakhs of

students

BT Hiae 3 eafieae 9ot & v NRF IR w
it € feea afe (ke & e v arr ar g
« &l ST HI TFIE F HHAT 61

* Lack of transparency may increase the influence of private
institutions in rankings.

gREfIlar #) FHT & Ao G&EU &7 FHIT & THT &/
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Mandi-Naatwah, aged T2, extending SWAPO's 35-year rule. A

liberaticn veteran since age

14, she secured S6% of votes in chactic

elections. Ms. Nandi-Ndatwah pledged economic growth, universal

healthcare, and climate action. s
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Pakistani journalist faces court

over ‘anti-state’ social media

Sts

[N
Journalist Farhan Mallick, founder of Roftor, appeared in court on
Friday over afeged “ant-state” YouTube content. Detained after a

inggiy, b &

freedom, sparking

Protests Tomlotmalien snd Ahts oo e

RIYADE

apparent rofback
e »

Saudi Arabia frees prisoners in
apparent easing of crackdown

GETTYIMAGES

n
Ssudi Arabia has released over 30 political prisoners since

December, including activists jailed for social media posts, in an
of “bad Laws". While Crow:

n Prince Mohammed

JAKARTA

Indonesia raises alert as Mount
Lewotobi Laki Laki volcano erupts

[N

tobi Laki Lak

sending asn 3,

ressdents in the nesrby villages. Authorities rased the enupticn alert
[

anstyes:
a5 image-driven rather than systemic reform. s

the danger zone from seven to

eignt kilometres. Fights to Bali were canceied.

Russia strikes Odesa, accuses Kyiv
of blowing up gas facility in Kursk

Zelensk:

v calls for increased international

ssure on Russia, including sanctions and defence support. to counter the

ongoing attacks and prolongation of the war: attacks come after both sides, under US. mediation, agreed to a limited truce

drones

agreed to temporarily halk
on energy facilities.
The head of the Odesa
region, Oleh Kiper, said the
city suffered “local emer-
gency power outages” in
three of its districts, an in-
dication that the energy in-
frastructure of the ckv
could have been
Reacting to the attack,

Air 3 P trory e a
Odesa on Friday, amid the Russian Invasion of Ukraine. ar

Ukrainian Volo-

of the

dymyr Zelenskyy said that
“joint pressure on Russia,

ng  sanctions
and defence support for
our state... &s 2

stop such terror and Rus-

sure on Russia from the
[ix

gram_ “And this is what will
allow diplomacy to work.™

“Attack in Kursk®
Russia, meanwhﬂ& ac-
used Ukrain

nian forces have

an incursion, in violation
deal. Uk-
raine denies. the

s.
The strike came shordy

before Czech R

Siden: Peres Pavel visited

clals from other southern
regions.

"Thlj is another remin-
der to the whole world: the

war d Ukraine

continues to fight,” Mr.

“Civillan _infrastruc-
ture, commercial facilities
are on fire, cars damaged.”
Mr. Kiper said.

Over 70 people and 20
fire engines were involved
in extinguishing what the
emergency services called
“massive fires"

Ukraine and  Russia
agreed in principle on
Wednesday to a_limited
ceasefire after US. Presi-
dent Donald Trump spoke
with the countries’ leaders.
this week, it re-
mained to be seen what
possible targets would be
off limits to attack.

Power outage shuts down
Heathrow, disrupts flights

6i Chandra
NEW DELHI

As many as 37 flights bec-
ween India and London
Heathrow could be hit af-
ter a massive power outage
forced London Heathrow
airport to shut operations
©on March 2

e G = e at muy e
trical substation supplying
the airport, m;ﬂnm is

Power outags.
To maintain the safety
of our passengers and col-
Keagrica, tieachrow will be
closed until 23:59 on 21
March " the alsport satd on
X. It has advised passen-
gers not to travel to the air-
port and contact their
airlin
Gver 14 hours later, at 4
p.m. London time, the air-
port said in a statement
that flights were restarting
and reparristion  flights

would be prioritised.
According to aviation

analytics firm Cirium, 1186

flights are scheduled bet-
ween India and Heathrow

scheduled to depan from
arrive at  London

o s e b B 1k Lo A £ Fricay. a5

ubstation in

Heathrow on Friday, ac-
cording to Cirfum. This
means nearly 2.9 lakh pas-
sengers  could be
impacted.

There were 669 flights
scheduled to depart_on
March 21. Air India had six
flights scheduled on Fri-
day. Its Heathrow-bound
Al29 from Mumbal re-

diverted to Frankfurt.

Israel Supreme Court freezes
dismissal of Shin Bet chief

Reuters
JERUSALEM

Israel’s Supreme Court is-
sued an injunction on Fri-
day temporarily zing
the dismissal of the head of
the domestic intelligence
service as protestors re-
turned to the streets for a
fourth

Prime Minister Benj}
min  Netanyahu
Bowced Tnst wealk that T
had lost confidence in Shin
Bk chler B ee A s
dismiss _him.

Tens of thousands of peo-
ple joined demonstrations
in Jerusalem and Tel Aviv

critics saw as an attempt to
undermine state
institutions.

“I'm looking at the end
of the way of Israel as we
knew it in the past. We are
very concerned that these
are the last days of Israel as

Ronen Bar

a democracy,” said Uri Ar-
nin, an wha

court statement said
~am)

of hostility between
and

joined a protest outside Mr.
Netanyahu's  Jerusalem
residence.

~We are here to try and
change this course, but the
chances are not very high.™
he said.

The Supreme Court rul-
ing will allow the court to
consider petitions
launched against the dis
missal, which ap-
proved by Cabinet late on
Thursday, with a
no later than April 8, a

elements of the security
and defence establishment
that by
blame over the failures that
allowed Hamas's October
7. 2023 ck, the worst
security disastér in Israel's
history and the trigger for

/nified voices

street during 3 protest against impeached South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol in Seoul on Thursdy
Dais experts pfvﬂlc(mg 2 verdict by mic-March, the Constitutional Court has yet to rule on whether to formally strip him of office. 5P

8 lakh Afghan
nationals
expelled from
Pakistan

PESHAWAR

The process of reparriation
of illegally residing Afghan
nationals in Pakistan conti-
mued unabated as more
than 5,00,000 people

Citizen Card holders to
leave Pakistan, the govern-

ment by March 20 repa-
triated 8,74,282 Afghans
due to concerns over terro-
rism, an official said_

The official said the go-
vernment assured no mis-

strict legal action would be
taken after the deadline
passes.

Sudan’s military
retakes’ Khartoum’s
Republican Palace

CAIRG

Sudan’s military said on
Friday it retook the Repu-
blican Palace in Khartoum,
the last heavl

capial,
r nearly two years of

The sefzure of the Repu-
blican Palace, surrounded
by government ministries.
represents a major symbol-
ke \hﬂory for Sudancs mill-

the

ry agamnst par;
tary Rapid Support Forces
cm

(RSF). However, it likely
does not mean the end of
the war as the RSF holds
territory in Sudan’s west-
ern Darfur region and el-

haled r, Sudan’s
Information Minister, said
tary had retaken

with the RSF called it part
of “the ups and downs~ of
history. The RSF later is-

Trump signs Executive Order to dismantle
Education Dept., to keep ‘core functions’

WASHINGTON

President Donald Trump

ment (03670 RepubBcens
will introduce le-

quickly lined up to oppose
the idea.

The order says the edu-
cation secretary will, “to
the en

a

0 take apart an agen-

cy that's been a long time
target of conservatives.

Rir. Trump has derided

i ap-
d permitted

ecessary
steps to facilitate the clo-
sure of Department of

the D
as wasteful and polluted by
liberal ideclogy. However,

n auth-
ority over education to the
States local

sued a claiming
its forces “are still present

of the vicinity of the area,
fighting bravely~.

ng its
likely impossible
ut an act of Congress,
which created the depart-

is most

It offers no detail on
how that work will be car-
ried out or where it will be

Denald Trump

targeted, though the White
House said the agency will
retain certain critical func-
tlons.

Trump said his ad-
miniscration wil closs the
department beyond its

“core necessittes,
ing its msponshumes for

and money for children
with disabilities.
The White House said

earlier on sday that

appears to say the oppo-
site.

signing ceremony,
Mz Trump blamed the de-
partment for America’s

academic p
mance and said states will
do a better job. “It's doing
us no good.” he sasd.

Ousted PM’s party
will not be banned,
says Bangladesh govt.

DHAKA

Bangladesh's interim go-
vernment says it has
o

Sheikh Hasina, putting it at
odds with the student re-
volutionaries who over-
threw her In an uprising
last year.

Ms. Hasina’s
League was accused of ex-
tensive human rights abus-
es during her 15-year te-
nure, in violent
crackdown on year's

Awami

protest movement that
killed more than S00 peo-
ple.
Student leaders sl
grieving the deaths of their
demanded

pivotal role in
bloody 1971 independence
war under Ms. Hasina's
father, be outlawed.

to leader of the caretaker
government thae ook of.

e after her toppling, said
bt doing

amx
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Namibia inaugurates its first
woman President Nandi-Ndaitwah

Namibia on Friday inaugurated its first female President, Netumbo
Nandi-Ndaitwah, aged 72, extending SWAPQ’s 35-year rule. A
liberation veteran since age 14, she secured 58% of votes in chaotic
elections. Ms. Nandi-Ndaitwah pledged economic growth, universal
healthcare, and climate action. arp
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Capital
and largest city

Official languages

Recognised
national languages

Recognised
regional languages

Ethnic groups
(2023)[°

Religion (2023)!"°

Demonym(s)

Government

« President

* Vice President
* Prime Minister
* Deputy Prime
Minister

s

Windhoek
v 22°34’S 17°5'E

English
Afrikaans (lingua franca)
German
Khoekhoegowab
Oshiwambo
Otjiherero
RuKwangali
Setswana

siLozi

IKung

Giriku
Thimbukushu

93.2% Africanl?l
3.6% Coloured!B]
1.8% White
1.4% other©l

87.9% Christianity
— 43.7%
Lutheranism
— 22.8%
Catholicism
—17.0%
Anglicanism
. 4.4% other
Christian
10.2% traditional
faiths
1.6% no religion
0.3% other

Namibian

Unitary dominant-
partyl''] semi-
presidential
republicl'?]
Netumbo Nandi-
Ndaitwah

TBD

TBD

TBD

— P

Legislature

 Upper house
* Lower house

Parliament

National Council
National Assembly

Independence from South Africa

« Constitution

* Independence

Area

* Total

» Water (%)
Population

« 2025 census

* Density

GDP (PPP)
* Total

* Per capita

GDP (nominal)
« Total
* Per capita

Gini (2015)

HDI (2022)

9 February 1990
21 March 1990

825,615 km?
(318,772 sq mi) (34th)

negligible

3,092,816!13l€]
(138th)

3.7/km? (9.6/sq mi)
(235th)

2023 estimate
A $30.663 billionl#]
A $11,6031'4] (114th)

2023 estimate
A $12.647 billionl14!
v $4,786!14]

59.1115]
high inequality

v 0.610!16!
(142nd)
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Hindu Kush Himalayas facing fastest glacier
melt GLOF risk to triple by 2100: UN report

Gaurav.Talwar@timesofindia.com

Dehradun: On the first-ever World Day
for Glaciers observed on Friday, the Unit-
ed Nations World Water Development Re-
port issued a stark warning about the
rapid loss of glaciers, particularly in the
Hindu Kush Himalayan (HKH) region.
According to the report, prepared
under the aegis of Unescoand UN Water
(an interagency mechanism that coordi-
natestheeffortsof UNentitiesandinter-
national organisations working on wa-
terand sanitation issues), glaciers inthe
Hindu Kush Himalayas (HKH) are melt-
ing faster than the global average, with
the eastern Himalayas experiencing the
most severe losses. Citing research by
the International Centre for Integrated
Mountain Development (ICIMOD), the
report noted that glaciers in the HKH
melted 65% faster between 2011 and 2020
than in the previous decade. It projects
that if global temperatures remain be-

GIacners in the Hmdu Kush Hlmalayan region
melted 65% faster between 2011 and 2020
than in the previous decade, the report noted

tween 1.5-2°C above pre-industrial lev-
els, glaciers in the region could shrink
by 30-50% by 2100. However, if temper-
atures exceed 2°C, glacier volume may
decline by 20-45% of 2020 levels.

Notably, the World Meteorological Or-
ganisation recently stated in its annual
climate report that 2024 was the warmest
year in the175-year observational record,
with the global mean temperature reac-
hing1.5°C above pre-industrial levels.

This rapid glacier melt is set to disru-
pt water flows in Third Pole region, with
monsoon-fed river basins facing the grea-
test impact, said the report. Rivers like
Indus, which depend heavily on glaciers
and snowmelt, could initially see higher
water levels followed by a sharp decline,
threateninglong-term water security:

The melting glaciers also pose an in-
creasing threat of Glacial Lake Outburst
Floods (GLOF) — the sudden and rapid
release of water from alake fed by glacier
melt. These floods have claimed over
7,000 lives in the past 190 years, and by the
end of the century, their frequency in
HKH is expected to triple, severely affect-
ing downstream countries, particularly
in eastern Himalayas, the report stated.
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Rapid Glacier Melt in Hindu Kush Himalayas (HKH) / %?L A TEATIT
H deil § 7R fraeen N

* Glaciers in HKH are melting 65% faster between 2011-2020 than in
the previous decade.

F [HIIT & TellIFR 2011-2020 & g 65% st &
faerer @ & foel gos #r Joor A/

* The Eastern Himalayas are experiencing the most severe losses.
5’%7?727?7

adf AT H Fr Tad e gria g & &



* If global temperatures remain 1.5-2°C above pre-industrial levels,
glaciers in HKH could shrink by 30-50% by 2100.

*gfe dfeger agAT qa-3iledfe FaX & 1.5-2°C 3uX Edl
g, dl x2100 & TR} Fr #AET 30-50% & g aHc &/

* If temperatures rise above 2°C, glacier volume may decline by 20-
45% compared to 2020 levels.

Ifa argA#T 2°C & 3f8%F & STar &, dl afiF™) # &mEr 20-
45% & g FHdl & (2020 & FH I Jelol H)/




Impact on Water Security & River Systems / STel qIat AR AL 9T W gHT

* The melting glaciers will disrupt water flows in the Third Pole region (which
includes HKH). o
TAfRRT & fATclss & 43 Gl 817 (579H g For AT 3 AT &)
H ST 9aig i giam/ ”

 Rivers like the Indus (which rely on glacier melt) may first experience high water
levels but later face drastic declines, leading to Ions-term water shortages.

faer st afdgr, 5 TR o3 A%V 8 HfAF T ER
ﬁﬁ»d;/q H FH T qHdl & [Gad dldarfed ST dae 3ceT &l
il &6/




Monsoon-fed river basins will be
most affected, increasing flood
risks followed by extreme
droughts.

HITGA ITIRT At AT aad
HOF gHIfaa g1 fFad vge
JIg HT T I IN Jig H

aza‘#mnaaraa’?ﬁ/




Increasing Risk of Glacial Lake Outburst Floods (GLOF) / 7afraY sfier
Heal & 91 (GLOF) T d&dT Wdl

* GLOF occurs when water from glacier-fed lakes is suddenly released,
causing devastating floods.
ST TATRIN & Joda1 arefl Sflell &1 Gistt el [Adarar & ar
g A9/ §1& (GLOF) #T FNUT Foacl &/

* Over 7,000 lives have been lost due to GLOFs in the past 100 years.

gf?g‘ 100 auf & 7,000 & 3f0%F &1 # Heg GLOF & HRUT
/




Climate Change and Global Warming Impact / STelaTg qRade 3 Telae
gififer &1 gTT

« 2024 was the hottest year on record in 175 years, with global temperatures
reaching 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels.

2024 [Qael 175 91 H @8 77 J o1, fS&H dfegeh arqArET qd-
HgFiffF Fav & 1.5 3fAF g5 47/

 The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) has warned that continued
warming will accelerate glacier loss, worsening floods and droughts.

f@ea AITH Q3717 ST (WMO) & dia=l & & & alaer aifHr TRt
e & 7R dst & Rudld, fGad aig 3R qa@ & AT dg11)




Historical Perspective / ﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂ? qR9sT

* The Hindu Kush Himalayas have historically provided water to 1.9
billion people across India, China, Nepal, and Pakistan.

%qwr TS & § +FRe, o, ST I

H@F79WWWWWW HNAT T &/

* Ancient civilizations, like the Indus Valley Civilization (2600-1900
BCE) flourished due to glacier-fed rivers like the Indus and Ganges.

*Y

i e a1l |Aar (2600-1900 $HT qd) FT fAhry

«TEAfORNT & a1 TR (18 97777)3:37771775347217/



Social Impact / ATHATIGTSR THTT

* Loss of glaciers will impact millions of people dependent on Himalayan water
sources.

TIIIRT @ [Q8cled & 37 ol 191 X FHIG G597 Sil fRATerdt el
aar ov A &
* Increased migration from affected regions due to water shortages and disasters.

STel FHE HIN HT9e13 & FRUT Yfda &3 & gerrgsr 2911/

e Rural communities in Nepal, Bhutan, Ladakh, and Himachal Pradesh will suffer
drinking water shortages.

HYTeT, T, FGaIE N AT 989 Sid FTHI0T &3] # i & qredl @
FH g1/
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Trump signs order to shut down education dept

Washington: President Do-
nald Trump on Thursday in-
structed education secretary
Linda McMahon to begin shut-
ting down her agency, a task
that cannot be completed wit-
hout congressional approval
and sets the stage for a seismic
political and legal battle over
the federal government’s role
in thenation’s schools.
Surrounded by schoolchild-
ren seated at desks in the East
Room of White House, Trump
signed along-awaited executive
order that he said would begin
dismantling the department
“once and for all”. The Trump

administration has cited poor
test scores as a key justification
for the move. “We're going to
shut it down, and shut it down

as quickly as possible,” he said.

The  department,

which manages federal ' Rt

loans for college, tracks
student achievement
and supports program-
mes for students with
disabilities, was crea
ted by an act of Cong

" Linda McMahon

rations and authority. Since
Trump’s Inauguration, his ad-
ministration has slashed the
department’s workforce by mo-

re than half and eliminated

9 3$600 million in grants.
| Thejobcuts hitparticu-

larly hard at the depart-
ment’s Office for Civil
Rights, which enforces
the country’s guaran-
tee that all students ha-
veanequal opportunity

ress. That means, only Cong-
ress can shut it down.

However, Trump has alrea-
dy taken significant steps that
have limited the agency’s ope-

toan education.

Trump’s order contains po-
tentially contradictory guidan-
ce for McMahon. On the one
hand, the order directshertofa-

cilitate the elimination of the
agency. On the other, she is also
mandated torigorously comply
with federal law. The order of-
fers no guidance on how to squ-
are those two points.

Trump said the department
would continue to provide criti-
cal functions that are required
by law, such as the administra-
tion of federal student aid, in-
cluding loans and grants, as
well as funding for special edu-
cation and districts with high
levels of student poverty. The
department would also conti-
nue civil rights enforcement,
White House officials said. nvt




Executive Order & Objective / FIIGNT AT X 3gae™T

* President Donald Trump signed an executive order instructing Education

Secretary Linda McMahon to begin shutting down the U.S. Department of
Education.

*Tsguid Sleles ¢oq o fet afea forsr dAFags H «57ARS!
T T F § Fa F THAT Y& I P 3G 13T/

* Trump called the move a long-awaited deC|S|on stating that the federal
government’s role in education should be minimized.
*TF] of SH heH Dl ggudiiad Aoir adr T 3R wer & « T T
XD Bl RIGTT 7 HAST FI HH [T ST T1RT/




The order cannot be fully executed without congressional approval,
setting the stage for a Iagal and political battle.

S HIG9r I FIAT m%ﬁmqﬁmwwm
ma@fﬁwﬁm A NaH qTY Y Gl F
THIGAT &/



Justification & Reasons Given by Trump Administration / €T YjATH GaRT ar

g I

* Poor test scores across the nation were cited as a key reason for the
department’s closure.

TSt FH GO IRV F1 58 $de FT GHE HROT IATT T4/

* Trump stated, "We’re going to shut it down as quickly as possible."

*CFY o &al, *"BH SH Sleq H Sleq dg &7 G

* The administration believes that education should be handled at the state level,
rather than being controlled by a federal department.
*UATHT T AT § Toh « RIGT &l FHT &IV & T I5F N R
gafeiad a1 ST Tife v/




Political & Legal Impact / TSTaifae® 3R mgﬁ 9HTT

* The Department of Education was created by Congress, meaning only Congress
can legally dissolve it. . N
16T TAHTET FAW SART AT AT AT, STV *Hael FIIT & 35

FHlgeA! FF & HIT & Fbcll &1

 Democrats and education policy experts strongly oppose this move, arguing that
it would harm millions of students.
*SHIhed 3R e AfT vt F 39 Fgq &1 g1 faRer Fan, I8
Had gu for @® «crr@l srEl B JHEA g AT |

* The legal battle over the shutdown could last for years.

57 &) & f@arw FIfaAl T35 F3 T dF Tl HHA &1




Economic Impact / 3TTd& 91T

* The Trump administration has already slashed the department’s
budget, cut staff by half, and eliminated $600 million in grants.

e =s) cr%nﬂfrrﬁrqgﬁrg‘r « foleir f@amar & &oic H Feldt FI,
FHITRIGT F TEIT 3Teft 7 3 3 $600 BT+ 3t
THICT HY 1337/

* The removal of federal student loans and grants could severely
affect low-income students.
*HEIT BT HOT AR e[ Y AT § «FH 37 alel o713
GV TN GHIT 95 Hhal &/




Social & Educational Impact / GTATI OIS 3T Afdw gag

* The Office for Civil Rights, which enforces equal education opportunities for students, will be
significantly weakened. )
ki TESH HITkw, STt T et ¥ [ FAET RIET Jaew FARET FAT 8, HHIN
ST/

* Special education funding and support for districts with high poverty levels could also be
affected.

faely farer wfear 3l It gamfea & & AT FgrFar ov & 3av 95 Ghar &/

* Critics argue that states alone may not be able to provide the same level of education funding
and resources.

*HTAIdh! Bl HATAAT & Toh * 75T HPbel 3 TV I FIGT BT IR FHTET G&led et
H TeiH 78l glal/




=\ ARE THERE

BENEFITS OF
BOTTLED WATER?

Today, packaged water comes
in various forms - mineral water,
alkaline and black alkaline water,
flavoured water, etc, each marketed
with distinct health benefits.
However, experts caution that
scientific evidence supporting their
benefits is limited. Tanya Sahni, a
nutritionist and an entrepreneur,
warns, “Most of it is a marketing

= tactic. While some brands do contain
minerals or come from natural

sources, their benefits rarely surpass

= those of clean, regular water.”
= Similarly, Shalu Nijhawan, a holistic
#= " nutritionist, highlights how premium
branding often misleads consumers,
stating, “Labels like ‘Himalayan

water’ or ‘pure mineral water’ are

often just marketing gimmicks.

—  Most of this water is processed and
repackaged. Always check for FSSAI
certification and credible labelling.”

=== HEALTH =

QAI DECLARES
PACKAGED WATER
AS 'HIGH-RISKFOOD
CATEGORY’

® In December 2024, the Food
Safety and Standards Authority
of India (FSSAI) categorised
packaged drinking water and
mineral water as a ‘High-Risk
Food Category' for stricter quality
control.

‘High-Risk Food Category’
includes foods prone to
contamination and health risks,
requiring strict regulations and
frequent inspections for consumer
safety. Examples include
dairy, meat, seafood,
infant foods, ready-to-
eat foods, and now,
packaged water.

.....................................

® Manufacturers
must undergo
annual facility
inspections

and third-

party food
safety audits
approved

by FSSAI

now. This

move aims

to enhance
quality
standards and
reduce health
risks associated

with packaged :
Woduction. |
|




ARR———
MITIGATE THE RISK

® Carry your own water bottle/metal

or paper glasses that can be refilled

elf you buy bottled water, opt for —
glass bottles

o|f you can't avoid buying plastic-
bottled water, ensure it is BPA-free
®Plastic-bottled water should be kept
away from high temperatures, as BPA,

GLASS OR STAINLESS ay from peratures, a
’ a chemical commonly found in these —
STEEI' CONTAINERS bottles, enters the water, especially in

In a study published in 2024 in the journal heated temperatures. BPA is linked to
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, v health risks like cancer, diabetes, and
researchers found 10 to 100 times more bits =~ heart problems. ~
of plastic than previously estimated - majorly 3 — Suggested by Anushree Sharma, a dietician

nanoplastic (Plastic bits so tiny, they're invisible : N EE——

even under a microscope), in bottled Water. ........................................................................

1 litre of bgttloeclo vovaoter contained an . ALTERNATIVESTO
average of 240, plastic particles from ' —
seven types of plastics, 90% of which were : PLASTICBOTTLES -
identified as nanoplastics and the rest, —— To reduce the health and
microplastics. L environmental risks plastic

The study states that nanoplastic can bottled water pose, brands
travel through the tissues of the digestive must look for packaging
tract or lungs and enter the bloodstream, alternatives like:
distributing harmful chemicals in the body. ®Glass

Commenting on the study, Dr Sherri ®Aluminum cans
. g T eTetra packs
Mason, director of sustainability at Penn eStainless stebl
State Behrend, Pennsylvania, told CNN, “The S Biodearadable bottes
findings (of the study) reinforce long-held OBamb%o bottles
expert advice to drink tap water from glass or o
stainless steel containers to reduce exposure.
This advice extends to other foods and

er production.

‘DRINKWATER FROM

drinks packaged in plastic as well.”



International Day of
Forests 2025



* The International Day of Forests, also known as World Forests Day
(WFD), is celebrated each year on 21st March to raise awareness
about the importance of forests and trees for the survival of humanity
and the planet.

e The theme for 2025 WEFD is "Forests and Food".



International Day of Forests

» The International Day of Forests evolved from the "World Forestry
Day" established by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) in 1971.

* It was formally recognized by the United Nations General
Assembly in 2012.

e |t aims to raise awareness about forest conservation and sustainable
management.



What is the Significance of Forests?

e Ecological Significance:

e Carbon Sequestration: Forests absorb ~30% of global CO, emissions (from fossil fuel) annually
(FAO, 2020) and store 861 gigatonnes of carbon, making them crucial for climate change

mitigation.

India’s forests and tree cover (25.17% of total area, ISFR 2023) shelter species
like tigers (3,167, NTCA 2022) and Asian elephants (~30,000, MoEFCC 2023).

Water Security: Forests regulate hydrological cycles, recharge
groundwater, and mitigate floods.




Economic and Livelihood Value:

 Global Dependence: 1.6 billion people (including 70 million indigenous
communities) rely on forests for food, fuel, and medicine (World Bank,
2022).

« Employment: Over 30 million people in India depend on forestry
activities for their livelihood, with MGNREGA supporting afforestation
projects and rural livelihoods.



What is the Status of Forests in India?

 As per the India State of Forest Report (ISFR)-2023, forest and
tree cover is 25.17% of its geographical area (GA), with forest
cover at 21.76% and tree cover at 3.41%.

* The country's forest and tree cover has increased by 1,445.81
km?2 compared to 2021.

* The report said 19 states/UTs have above 33% of the
geographical area under forest cover.



* India's mangrove cover is 4,991.68 km? (0.15% of GA), with a
/.43 km? decline since 2021.

« Largest Forest Cover (Area wise): Madhya Pradesh, Arunachal
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh.

 Highest % of Forest Cover: Lakshadweep (91.33%), Mizoram
(85.34%), Andaman & Nicobar (81.62%).



Proportion and distribution of global forest area by climatic domain, 2020

Tropical
45%

Boreal
27%

Temperate
16%

Subtropical
11%

Source: Adapted from United Nations World map, 2020.

Top five countries for forest area, 2020 (million ha)
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Ramadevara Betta
Vulture Sanctuary



The rare sighting of the Indian Long-Billed Vulture (Indian
Vulture) at Ramadevara Betta Vulture Sanctuary underscores
the success of protected area-based conservation efforts.

Ramadevara Betta Vulture Sanctuary:

* [t is situated in the Ramadevara Betta Hill
Range in Ramanagara, Karnataka.



* It is India’s first and only vulture sanctuary established in 2012 and
notified Eco-Sensitive Zones (ESZ) in 2017 to safeguard endangered
vulture species.

* The Sanctuary is home to three of the nine vulture species found in
India — the Indian Long-Billed Vulture, Egyptian Vulture (Neophron
percnopterus), and White-Backed Vulture (Gyps bengalensis).



Counterfeiting

Advanced Security '
Ink to Combat O !
i S
N\
a8






Scientists have developed a nanoparticle-
based security ink to improve anti-
counterfeiting measures in currency
notes and sensitive documents. O

Nanoparticle-based Security Ink:

« Composition: Made of Sr.BiF- (strontium
bismuth fluoride) nanoparticles doped
with erbium and ytterbium ions,

synthesized via a cost-effective
coprecipitation technique.



* Unique Properties: Exhibits fluorescence under multiple
wavelengths—blue (365 nm UV), magenta (395 nm UV), and
orange-red (980 nm near-infrared)—ensuring high security
against counterfeiting.

» Advantages: Cost-effective, scalable, and environmentally
stable.

 Challenges & Future Scope: Currently tested for screen printing,
with research underway for offset printing to enhance security
in banknotes and passports



Currency Notes Printing:

« Banknotes in India are printed at 4 currency presses: 2 under

the Central Government’s Security Printing and Minting
Corporation of India Ltd.

« (SPMCIL) at Nasik and Dewas and 2 under the RBI's Bharatiya

Reserve Bank Note Mudran Private Ltd. (BRBNMPL) at Mysuru
and Salboni.



Exercise Sea
Dragon 2025




* India successfully concluded

participation in Sea Dragon 2025, a '
two-week multinational anti-
submarine warfare (ASW) exercise

—\

N\
a8



* Host Nation: United States Navy’s 7th Fleet hosted the exercise.

* Location of Event: Conducted at Andersen Air Force Base, Guam,
Western

 Aim of the Exercise:

e Strengthen maritime security and defense collaboration.
 Enhance submarine detection, tracking, and neutralization capabilities.

* Promote the concept of a free, open, and secure Indo-Pacific.



 Nations Involved:

* India (since 2021) with P-81 Neptune aircraft.

Australia — RAAF P-8A Poseidon.

Japan — JMSDF Kawasaki P-1 aircraft.

South Korea — ROKN P-3 Orion.

United States — P-8A Poseidon (Patrol Squadrons VP-16 & VP-47).



from the session



What was the Supreme Court’s stance on Justice Yashwant Varma'’s
transfer?

FRHA FIE FT AAGHATT FASGT AT F ddGe W FAT G AT?

* A. It was linked to the alleged incident at his residence / 9§ 3d%
AN 9 8§58 HIAT geaAT & SIST U7
R R )
B. It was a routine decision by the Collegium / dg PIATTIH HT Th
faf@a ok aor
C. It was a punishment for judicial misconduct / Ig§ 1A% HEAR
& foT o g3 o1

D. It was reversed after Bar Association objections / ¥I¥ TAITATAT
I ATl & &1 38 a9y T ar=r



Which Bar Association objected to Justice Varma’s transfer?
A AT § dagd W fFH IR A d 3n9fa Fdars?

* A. Delhi Bar Association
B. Allahabad Bar Association
C. Bombay Bar Association
D. Karnataka Bar Association



Why did the Madras High Court halt the publication of NIRF 2025
rankings?

HAGIH 3Td T oF NIRF 2025 T & gerrere q¥ A& 4t

IS ?
* A. The ranking process was found to be misleading and unverifiable /

IFr 9fhaT &1 gTAE 3T AT 9T 9=

B. Colleges refused to submit data for rankings / sicell F T &
AT 3T gFdd FIA @ gAFR FT fear

C. NIRF rankings were suspected of corruption / NIRF IfFer #F @R

$T Heg oT

D. Government decided to scrap NIRF rankings / (&I & NIRF {feRaT
I HHATCT Ha1 HT forora forar



How much faster are glaciers melting in the Hindu Kush Himalayas
between 2011-2020 compared to the previous decade?

2011-2020 ¥ T Rg Fer ffoATew 7 7ART fFae Ot @ Raa
W@ &7 N

* A. 30% faster
B. 50% faster

C. 65% faster
D. 80% faster



What could happen if global temperatures rise above 2°C?
Ife dRTFE aaAeT 2°c @ IVF 9¢ AT §, O FT & FhdaT 87

* A. Glacier volume may decline by 20-45% compared to 2020 levels /
TAfRAT T AT 2020 F TR AT Jelell A 20-45% dF €

Ahel 8

B. Glaciers will completely disappear by 2050 / 2050 d<» T fAA tIfr
d<g IS g AT

C. There will be no impact on glaciers / TAfRR W aﬁ? JATd Fl'é’f
D. Glaciers will expand due to climate shifts / STeldry gRad«t &

HRUT TATAMRT HT [FTEAR B



Which river system will be most affected by Himalayan glacier melting?

et AR & Nuaa @ i A1 A 99 o 30w
gTiad gIem?

* A. Indus Rlver/m = Al
B. Ganga River / AT ST
C. Brahmaputra River / CI El el

D. Godavari River / My e



What is the significance of the Ramadevara Betta Vulture Sanctuary?
AT dceT A FHARVT T FAT AGed g7

* A. It is the only vulture sanctuary in India / I8 ARd I ThATA ﬁlﬁ}]‘
AR ¢
B. It is the largest vulture habitat in Asia / Jg§ TAAT FT HTH dsi
farger smara @
C. It is a UNESCO World Heritage Site / I8 ZI‘?WT Y faeg eEY
T & .
D. It is home to all nine vulture species found in India / I§ AR -

qi$ S arelr |3 At fgy genfaat &1 w §



What is the theme for International Day of Forests 20257

AW g fgaw 2025 $r i Fa1 872

* A. Forests and Biodiversity
B. Forests and Sustainable Living

C. Forests and Food
D. Forests for Future Generations



What is unique about the newly developed nanoparticle-based security
ink?

A9 ST Adfeha-3meaTRa gean T S faRivar 4 g7

* A. It changes color under different light wavelengths / Jg§ GIE Ol
YTl 9T $&F & dgd 9T deerdl & .
g.?# ié_made of organic compounds only / I§ &ddl sfasw I @
C. It is used only for military applications / T 3T had AT
It & fore fFar Smar @

D. Tt is the costliest ink ever developed / Ig 3 dF faFfad $I T3
qad Al TR



What was the primary objective of Exercise Sea Dragon 20257
TFEIHTSST HY 391 2025 T HET 35427 T UT?

* A. Strengthening anti-submarine warfare (ASW) capabilities / q?-lﬁ
el Jeer (ASwW) &THATT FT AT FIEAT
B. Testmg nuclear submarine deployments / YIATI] tl?l?._aﬁ SCIGIRC]
q&TOT FIAT
C. Conducting joint space research /W rafer mmmr Lo
D. Coordinating cyber warfare strategles / |IgdY ZI'ERT Wﬁﬁﬁ'zﬂ CH|
HHAT HIeAT
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Thank you
guys.
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