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3 “Keep Going
.Y
D d

Your hardest times often lead to the greatest moments of your

life. Keep going. Tough situations build strong people in the end.”

— Roy T. Bennett, The Light in the Heart
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Dhankhar submits his
resignation to President

The 14th Vice-President of India leaves office with two years left in his term; decision comes on the
first day of the Monsoon Session of Parliament; stepping down to abide by medical advice, he says

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

ice-President Jag-
v deep Dhankhar, 74,

resigned from his
post citing health reasons
on Monday.

“To prioritise health
care and abide by medical
advice, 1 hereby resign as
the Vice President of India,
effective immediately, in
accordance with Article
67(a) of the Constitution,”
the resignation letter ad-
dressed to President Drou-
padi Murmu, which was
posted on the Vice-Presi-
dent’s official X account,
said. He had called on Pre-
sident Murmu in the
evening.

Mr. Dhankhar had suf-
fered a cardiac event in
March but was said to have
recovered and had been
participating in his engage-
ments since. The rest of
the letter expressed his
“deep gratitude” to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and the Council of Minis-
ters as well as the
“warmth, trust and affec-
tion"” that he had received
from MPs.

Mr. Dhankhar was elect-
ed India’s 14th Vice-Presi-

Final session: Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar greets the

members of the Rajya Sabha on Menday, ANI

dent in August 2022, and
has two years left for his
term to complete. Presi-
dent Murmu has not indi-
cated whether she had ac-
cepted the resignation.
The move has come as a
surprise to many leaders,
as Mr. Dhankhar had pre-
sided over Rajya Sabha
proceedings on the first

half of the first day of the
Monsoon Session of Parlia-
ment on Monday, which in-
cluded an important inter-
vention in the
Opposition-led motion for
removal of High Court
judge Justice Yashwant Var-
ma. He did not return for
the post-lunch Session but
spoke to MPs and floor

leaders till evening.

Several MPs that The
Hindu spoke to said he did
not give any indication of
quitting. He also presided
over the Business Advisory
Committee meeting of the
Upper House at 12.30 p.m.
Sources said that he was
unlikely to attend the Rajya
Sabha on Tuesday.

Mr. Dhankhar, who had
been Governor of West
Bengal before being elect-
ed V-P, had an eventful te-
nure, especially in terms of
his public speeches and his
role as presiding officer of
the Rajya Sabha.

In December 2024, De-
puty Chairperson of the
Rajya Sabha Harivansh Na-
rayan Singh dismissed a
motion of impeachment
against Mr. Dhankhar
moved by the Opposition,
calling it “a move to deni-
grate the dignity of a con-
stitutional authority”, re-
flecting the somewhat
testy relationship between
the  Opposition and
himself.

Senior Congress leader
and party’s chief whip in
the Upper House, Jairam
Ramesh said Mr. Dhank-
har’s resignation was “in-
explicable” and “shocking.



» Jagdeep Dhankhar, the 14th Vice-President of India, resigned from his post on health grounds.

» He submitted his resignation to President Droupadi Murmu on the first day of the Monsoon Session
of Parliament (2025).

2. Constitutional Provisions

» Resignation made under Article 67(a) of the Indian Constitution:

The Vice-President may resign by writing addressed to the President.

3. Background
» Elected in August 2022, Mr. Dhankhar had two years left in his term.

» He had recently recovered from a cardiac event in March 2025, but was active in his duties until the

day of resignation.



4. Immediate Reactions and Developments
e Surprise move: Many MPs and leaders were unaware of his intention to resign.
» Presided over Business Advisory Committee earlier the same day.

* President Murmu has not yet accepted the resignation formally.

5. Political and Institutional Relevance
» Mr. Dhankhar was Governor of West Bengal prior to becoming Vice-President.
» Known for:
* OQOutspoken speeches,
» Assertive role as Chairman of Rajya Sabha,

» Active interventions in parliamentary procedures.



Aspect

Constitutional Provision

Office Established

First Vice President

Current Vice President

Election Method

Election Process

Eligibility Criteria

Details

Article 63 to 73 of the Indian Constitution

In 1950, with the adoption of the Constitution

Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan (1952-1962)

Jagdeep Dhankhar (since August 11, 2022)

Elected by Electoral College consisting of members of both Houses of

Parliament (elected + nominated)

Proportional Representation by single transferable vote via secret ballot

- Indian citizen
- Minimum age 35 years

- Qualified to be a Rajya Sabha member



Term of Office

Oath of Office

Resignation

Removal

Ex-officio Role

When President is Absent

Salary

Power & Functions

5 years (eligible for re-election)

Administered by the President of India

Submits resignation to the President

Can be removed by resolution of Rajya Sabha passed by majority and agreed
by Lok Sabha

Chairman of Rajya Sabha (Upper House)

Acts as President in case of President's death, resignation, removal or

absence

Receives Chairman of Rajya Sabha’s salary

- Presides over Rajya Sabha
- Decides on disqualification under anti-defection

- Acts as President when needed



Difference from President - Elected only by MPs, not MLAs

- Mainly a legislative role as RS Chairman

Key Fact for UPSC Only office that functions in both executive & legislative capacities




Q. Consider the following statements regarding the Vice-President of India:
1. The Vice-President may resign from office by addressing a letter to the President under Article 67(a).

2. The Vice-President is not allowed to preside over any proceedings of the Rajya Sabha if an

iImpeachment motion is pending against him.
3. Jagdeep Dhankhar served as the Governor of Uttar Pradesh before becoming Vice-President.

4. The Vice-President is elected for a term of five years but can resign before completing the term.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

A) 1and 4 only
B) 2 and 3 only
C) 1, 2 and 4 only
D) 1, 3 and 4 only
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CAG report flags
lapses amounting to
3573 cr.in Railways

Maitri Porecha
NEW DELHI

The Comptroller and Audi-
tor-General of India (CAG)
flagged lapses worth ¥573
crore in the Railways as de-
tailed in the ‘Union Go-
vernment  (Railways)
Compliance Audit Report’
tabled in Lok Sabha on
Monday.

The report contains 25
audit observations includ-
ing shortfalls in revenue re-
covery, and execution of
projects across multiple
zones. The instances men-
tioned in this report came
to notice in the course of
test audit conducted up to
financial year 2022-23.

One of the most expen-
sive lapses for Railways
was the Northern Rail-
way’s non-compliance
with Railway Board direc-
tives to recover licence fee
at the rate of 6% of land va-
lue from five government-
aided schools, which led to
short recovery of licence
fee of T148.61 crore.

Another costly shortfall
involved nine railway
zones being unable to re-
cover ¥55.51 crore during
the period from January
2015 to March 2024 to-
wards District Mineral

Foundation (DMF) in the
interest and benefit of per-
sons and areas affected by
mining-related operations.
Contribution towards DMF
is supposed to be deducted
from contractors along
with royalty, in case the
same is not paid by the
contractor.

The report notes that
non-realisation of shunting
charges for shunting activi-
ty by using railway engines
at Bina Siding of East Cen-
tral Railway resulted in
non-realisation of ¥50.77
crore from the siding own-
er between April 2020 and
March 2023.

Plans by Southern Rail-
way to replace 28 Nilgiri
Mountain Railway (NMR)
coaches resulted in ineffec-
tive and deficient assets at
a cost of ¥27.91 crore as the
coaches were not put to ef-
fective use even after three
years of manufacturing,
the report said.

Non-implementation of
the revised rate of electric-
ity charges of various State
Electricity Boards (SEBs)
for recovery from the occu-
pants of railway quarters in
Dhanbad Division of East
Central Railway resulted in
short recovery of 4.89
crore, the report said.




The Comptroller and
Auditor General (CAG)
flagged lapses worth X573
crore in the Indian
Railways.

The findings were
published in the ‘Union
Government (Railways) —
Compliance Audit Report’,
tabled in the Lok Sabha.

/




2. Nature of Lapses Identified (25 Audit Observations)

a) Shortfalls in Revenue Recovery

» Northern Railway failed to recover licence fees from 5 govt-aided schools as per Railway Board

norms:
 Loss: 2148.61 crore

» Nine railway zones didn't recover District Mineral Foundation (DMF) contributions:
e Loss: %55.51 crore
» Period: January 2015 - March 2024

» East Central Railway (Bina Siding) failed to realise shunting charges:
 Loss:%50.77 crore
e Period: April 2020 - March 2023

» Dhanbad Division (East Central Railway): Failed to apply revised electricity charges from State

Electricity Boards:

e Loss: 214.89 crore



b) Project Execution Failures

e Southern Railway replaced 28 Nilgiri Mountain Railway coaches, but:
 Coaches remained unused for 3+ years post-manufacturing.

e Asset loss: 227.91 crore

3. Financial Year Covered

e Upto 2022-23 (for some entries till March 2024).



Aspect Details

Article in Constitution Article 148 to 151 of the Indian Constitution

Position Constitutional Body (Guardian of public purse)

Appointment By the President of India

Tenure 6 years or until 65 years of age, whichever is earlier

Oath Administered by the President of India

Removal Same manner as a Supreme Court judge (via impeachment by Parliament)

Salary & Conditions Determined by Parliament, cannot be changed to disadvantage post-appointment



Reports Submitted To President, who lays them before Parliament

Main Functions - Audits all receipts & expenditure of Government of India & States
- Audits accounts of govt. companies

- Audits expenditure from Contingency Fund and Public Account

No. of Reports 3 main types:
Submitted - Audit Report on Appropriation Accounts
- Finance Accounts

- Public Sector Undertakings Report

CAG as per DPC Act, Performs duties and powers as prescribed under CAG (Duties, Powers & Conditions of
1971 Service) Act, 1971
Type of Audit - Compliance Audit

- Financial Audit

- Performance Audit

Limitations - No power to take executive action

- Cannot question policy matters



Recent CAG (as of 2024) Girish Chandra Murmu (First CAG from J&K; appointed in 2020)

Global Ranking CAG is a member of INTOSAI (International Organization of Supreme Audit

Institutions)

Significance Ensures accountability, transparency, and fiscal discipline in governance



Q. Consider the following statements regarding the recent CAG audit report on Indian Railways:
1. The report identifies over 2500 crore worth of lapses due to revenue shortfalls and unused assets.
2. The Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) is a constitutional body under Article 148.

3. The report includes cases where Indian Railways failed to recover District Mineral Foundation

contributions.

4. Southern Railway was praised in the report for optimal use of Nilgiri Mountain Railway coaches.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

A) 1, 2 and 3 only
B) 1, 3 and 4 only
C) 2 and 4 only
D)1, 2 3and 4
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Boys continue to outnumber girls in private schools
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Boys continue to outnumber girls in private schools

In the northern and western States, the share of girls enrolled in any school is lower than India's average of 481%

| DATA POINT |

Devyanshi Bihani
Yignesh Radhakrishnan

ver the past decade, the

share of private schools

and the proportion of
boys and girls enrolled in them
have both increased across India,
likely reinforcing each other. Ho-
wever, the share of girls attending
private schools remains considera-
bly lower than that of boys. In oth-
er words, while parents increas-
ingly prefer private schooling, a
considerable share of them stll
shows a slight preference for en-
rolling their sons over their
daughters. Also, a relatively low
number of girls are enrolled com-
pared to boys in schools across
northern and western India.

Chart 1 shows the share of go-
vernment,  government-aided,
private, and other schools in 2012-
13 and 2023-24. The share of go-
vernment schools has fallen from
74.2% to 69.1%, whereas the share
of private schools has Increased
from 17.2% to 22.5%.

Chart 2 shows the share of stu-
dents enrolled in government, go-
vernment-aided, private, and oth-
er schools in 2012-13 and 2023-24.
The share of children enrolled in
government schools has fallen
from 57.3% to 51.4%, whereas the
share of private schools has in-
creased from 28.2% to 36.3%.

Chart 3 shows the gender-wise
share of students enrolled in go-
vernment and private schools in
201213 and 2023-24. For instance,
in 202324, 54% of girls studied in
government schools and 33% in
private schools, while 49% of all
boys stdied in government
schools and 39% In private
schools.

Chart 4 shows the State-wise
and gender-wise share of students
enrolled in any school In the
northern and western States, the
share of girls enrolled In any
school is lower than India's aver-

Gender divide

persists

Data for the charts were sourced from the Unified Distnct

Chart 1: The share of goverment, government-
aded, private, and cther schools in 2012-13 and
2023-24. Figures in %
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Chart 2: The share of students enrolied in
povernmant, gowernment-alded, private, and other
schools in 2012-13 and 2023-24. Figures in %
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Chart 3: The genderwise share of students enrolied in
government and private schools in 2012-13 and
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What is the legal status of right to vote?

What is the difference between a constitutional right and a statutory right? What does Section 62 of the Representation of the People Act, 1951

provide? What did Justice Ajay Rastogi state In his partial dissent In the Anoop Baranwal case?

EXPLAINER

Bangarajan. B

The story so farn
he Supreme Court is bearing
cases filed against the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls in Béhar. One of
the questions that has arisen during this
debate has been the legal status of the

.M- 0 vote.!

rights?
Before understanding the stats of “‘right
to voee' in India, bet us briefty understand
the different types of rights.
Natural rights are inberent and
inalienable rights that are bestowed by
nature on individuals. Right to life and

liberty are considerad to be natural rights.

Indian courts may decide that a natural
right Is embodied In a fundamental right,
but they do not directly enforce any
natural right. Fundamental rights
enumerated and guaranteed In Part 11l of
the Constitution secure exquality and
liberty which are enshrined in our
Preamble. The state is prohibited from

Jaws that violate these rights,
They are directly enforceable in the
Supreme Court under Article 32 of the
Constitution.

Constitutional rights are contained in
the Constitution but outside of Part Il
These rights include right 1o propery,
free trade, and no taxation without the
authority of kaw. These rights are
operationalised through Unlon and State
enforceable in a High Court under Article
mmuwrunkplptocesslnmeh“
that operationalise them.

Statutory or Jegal rights are provided
and amended by ordinary laws of
Parliament or State legislature. Examples
Include right 1o work under the MGNREG
Act; righes of scheduled tribes under the
Forest Rights Act; right to subsidised food
grains under the National Food Security

Verifying lagality: Sooth level officers fill and collect the counting forms from slectors in the Patepur
tiock of Vaishali, Bihar on July 10. s

Act etc. These are enforceable as per the
legal process in the kaws that provide
these rights.

What does the Constitution say about
universal adult franchise?
Article 326 of the Constitution gramts
every citizen the right to vote, without
any discrimination. It provides that every
citizen, who is not less than 18 years of
age on such date as may be fived by law
and is not otherwise disqualified under
the Constitution or any law on certaln
grounds, shall be entitled 10 be registered
a5 a voter,

The laws enacted by Parliament in this

regard are the Representation of the
Peaple Act, 1950 (RP Act, 1950) and the
Representation of the People Act, 1951 (RP
Act, 1951). Section 16 of the RP Act, 1950
disqualifies a non-citizen from being
enrolled in the edectoral rofl. Section 19 of
the same law reguires that the person is
not Jess than 18 years of age on the
qualifying date and is ‘ordinarily resident’
in a constituency.
Sectlon 62 of the RP Act, 1951 provides
the right to vote to every person whose
name is entered in the electoral roll of a
conse . It further specifbes that this
t shall not be exercisable by a person
i disqualified under the RP Act, 1950

or 1 In prison.

What have courts ruled?
The Jegal status of the right to vote has
been a subject matter of debate i various
cases in our country. In the
N.P.Ponnuswari case (1952), a
Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court
hedd that the right o vote is a statutory
right and subject to Emitations imposed
by it. In the jyoti Basu case (1982), the
court reiterated that the right to vote is
neither a fundamental right nor a
common law right but a simple statutory
right, Subsequently in many cases, the
same ratho was followed and upheld by
the court. In the PUCL case (2003), Justice
PV. Reddy observed that the right to vote,
if not a fundamental right, is certainly &
‘constitutional right’

However, a Constitution Bench of the
Supreme Court in the Kuldip Nayar case
(2006), again heldd that right 1o vote is
only a statutory right. P

In the Raj Bala case (2015), a division
bench of the Supreme Court, based on
the ratio In the PUCL case, held that the
right to vote is a constitutional right.
However, in the Anoop Bararmwal case
(2023), the majority opindon, reiterated
the judgment in the Kuldip Nayar case,
that the right to vote is only a statutory
right. Hence, the current legad status of
the right to vote is that it is a stanstory

right,

Justice Ajay Rastogl, In his partial
dissent In Anoop Baranwal, noted that the
right to vote is an expression of the choice
of the citizen, which s a fundamental
right under Artcle 19(1)(x). Right 1o vote is
intrinsic to free and fair elections that is
part of the basic structure of the
Constitution. Even if not considered a
fundamental righs, this right originates
fram Article 326 of the Constitution and &
shaped by statutes made by Parliament.
Considering these factors, the Supreme
Court may consider elevating the status of
right 1o vote Into a constitutional right.

Rangarajan. R is a former IAS officer
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2. Types of Rights (Contextual Understanding)

Type of Right

Natural Rights

Fundamental Rights

Constitutional Rights

Statutory Rights

Description

Inherent, inalienable rights from birth (e.g., life, liberty).

Granted under Part lll of the Constitution (e.g., equality, liberty).

Enforceable in court.

Broader than fundamental rights; include rights under other parts of

the Constitution.

Granted through laws passed by Parliament/State Legislature (e.qg.,

voting under RP Act).



3. What Does the Constitution Say?
* Article 326:
e Grants the right to vote in direct elections based on adult suffrage (18+ years).
e Excludes those disqualified due to non-residency, mental incapacity, or criminal convictions.
 However, the actual implementation of voting rights is governed by:
» Representation of the People Act (RPA), 1950 & 1951.

e Thus, voting is treated as a statutory right, not a fundamental one.



4. What Have Courts Ruled?

Case Name Year Ruling Summary
N.P. Ponnuswami 1952 Right to vote is a statutory right.
Jyoti Basu 1982 Reiterated voting is a statutory right, not fundamental or

common law right.

PUCL case 2003 J.P. Reddy: Right to vote is a constitutional right, though not
fundamental.

Kuldip Nayar case 2006 Constitution Bench upheld statutory status of voting.

Rajbala case 2015 Agreed with Kuldip Nayar: voting is statutory.

Anoop Baranwal case 2023 Majority: Voting is a statutory right.

Justice Ajay Rastogi (dissent): Voting is a constitutional

expression of citizenship under Article 19(1)(a).



Q. Consider the following statements regarding the right to vote in India:
1. Article 326 of the Constitution provides for adult suffrage in direct elections.
2. As per the Supreme Court's majority view, the right to vote is a fundamental right under Article 19.
3. The Representation of the People Act, 1950 operationalizes the legal right to vote.
4. Justice Ajay Rastogi, in a dissenting opinion, called the right to vote a constitutional expression under
Article 19(1)(a).
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

A) 1and 3 only
B) 2 and 4 only
C) 1, 3and 4 only
D)1, 2 3and 4



Bharti third-most valued firm

Bharti Airtel has claimed the position of India's third-most valued
company, an ascent that is a combination of both a gain in its
share price as also a sharp fall in the price of Tata Consultancy
Services (TCS). Since January, TCS has lost 23.4 lakh crore in
market cap, while Bharti has gained 1.95 lakh crore. —fe Bureau

TOP 10 COMPAN|ES BY MARKET CAP (in 2 lakh crore)

Reliance Industries

- 19.33

HDFCBank  TCS
15.34 11.43

Bharti
Airtel*

A ¥

|

sBl  Infosys Bajaj  LIC HUL

7.36 6,58 Finance 5,87 5.79

’ o

*including value of partly paid shares Source: BSE




2006 SERIAL BLASTS IN MUMBAI LOCAL TRAINS KILLED 189; CM FADNAVIS SAYS WILL APPEAL IN SUPREME COURT

7/11 Mumbai train terror: High Court acquits
all 12 facing death and life; eight walk free

Creating false appearance of having solved a case gives a misleading sense of
resolution... this deceptive closure undermines public trust: Bombay HC

One of the seven local trains targeted in the Mumbai blasts

on July 11, 2006. File

Relatives of some of those acquitted with the head of the
NGO that provided legal aid. Ganesh Shirsekar

Ramesh Naik lost his 27-year-old daughter Nandini when a
bomb went off on a train at Borivali. Ganesh Shirsekar

OMKARGOKHALE
MUMBAI JULY 21

THE BOMBAY High Court
Monday set aside the 2015 ver-
dict of a special court that had
awarded death sentence to five
accused and life imprisonment
to seven others in the 7/11
Mumbai train blasts. It acquitted
all the 12 accused, and refused

the Maharashtra government’s
plea seeking confirmation of the
death penalty for five.

Hours after the verdict, eight
of them were released from var-
ious prisons across the state. Two
were released from Nagpur
Central Prison, four from
Amravati Central Jail and one
each from Yerawada Jail in Pune
and Nashik Jail, respectively.
While two were not released

due to pending cases, one was al-
ready released on parole and one
had died of Covid in 2021 in the
Nagpur prison.

On July 11, 2006, a series of
bombs ripped through seven lo-
cal train coaches of the Western
Suburban Railway around 6.30
pm, killing 189 people and injur-
ing 824. The Maharashtra Anti-
Terrorism Squad investigated
the case.

Of the total 13 accused origi-
nally, one was acquitted by the
Special Court under the
Maharashtra Control of
Organised Crimes Act (MCOCA)
on September 11,2015, Later,on
September 30, the court sen-
tenced five to death, including
the one who died of Covid, and
seven to life imprisonment.

On Monday, a special bench

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

“T'o whom should I go for
justice now?’: Pain, anger
among victims’ families

THE EDITORIAL PAGE

JUSTICE DENIED
That there is no closure, only

KARTIKA JAMDAR,
SIDDHANT KONDUSKAR,
NAYONIKA BOSE
MUMBAI, JULY 21




1. Background of the Case
e Date of Incident: July 11, 2006 (7/11)
» Nature: Seven bombs exploded in Mumbai’s local trains around 6:30 pm.
» Casualties:
* Deaths: 189
e |njured: 824
» |nvestigation: Maharashtra ATS (Anti-Terrorism Squad)

 Law Invoked: MCOCA, UAPA, IPC, Explosives Act, Railways Act



2. Timeline of Trial

» Chargesheet filed: Post-2006

» Special Court verdict (2015):

Death sentences: 5 accused

Life imprisonment: 7 accused

» Acquittal: 1 accused already acquitted during trial

« Total accused: 13

3. Bombay High Court Verdict (July 21, 2025)

« All 12 convicted earlier were acquitted.

« Grounds for Acquittal:

Confessional statements were obtained via torture and were inadmissible.
Prosecution failed to prove guilt beyond reasonable doubt.
TIP (Test Identification Parade) and prosecution witnesses were unreliable.

High Court held that false closure of a cas J adermines public trust.



“Creating false appearance of having solved a case gives a misleading sense of resolution... this
deceptive closure undermines public trust.” — Justice Anil Kilor

* The court stressed:
» Actual perpetrators remain at large.

» Need for rule of law and public safety.

5. Reactions and Implications
« CM Devendra Fadnavis: Called the verdict shocking; announced appeal in Supreme Court.
« Victims' families: Expressed pain and disappointment.
» Legal fraternity:
» Defence lawyers cited fabricated confessions and lack of evidence.
« State argued it was a "rarest of the rare” case.

« 8 of 12 released from jails across Maharashtra.






* Union Minister inaugurated a Cyber Skill Centre in Kandivali, Mumbai to promote
cybersecurity training among youth under the Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana
(PMKVY).



e What ltls?

* An advanced cybersecurity training centre aimed at equipping India’s youth with
industry-relevant digital skills and practical cyber defense knowledge.

* Nodal Ministry: Launched by the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, in collaboration
with Data Security Council of India (DSCI) and Kyndryl Foundation.

* Aim: To bridge the cybersecurity skills gap, create job-ready professionals, and support
India’s digital economy and security ecosystem.



* Key Features

Annual Training Capacity: Around 1,000 candidates, with a special focus on women.

PMKVY Integration: Operates under the Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana,
ensuring alignment with national skilling goals.

Hands-on Learning: Offers live cyberattack simulations, advanced cyber ranges, and
industry-focused curricula.

Urban Focus: Targets densely populated urban clusters like North Mumbai for
scalable impact.

Career Pathways: Facilitates employment and innovation opportunities in the cyber
domain.




AdFalciVax — First Indigenous Two-Stage
Malaria Vaccine



* The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) is developing AdFalciVax, India’s first
indigenous two-stage malaria vaccine, to combat Plasmodium falciparum using a novel
multistage antigen design.



* What it is?

* AdFalciVax is a recombinant, chimeric malaria vaccine candidate
targeting Plasmodium falciparum.

* It combines antigens from two lifecycle stages to provide dual protection.
* Developed by:

* Jointly developed by ICMR, RMRC-Bhubaneswar, NIMR, and DBT-NII.

* Production uses Lactococcus lactis, a safe food-grade bacterium platform.




* Objective:

To prevent malaria infection at the individual level and break the transmission chain within
communities.

It aims to provide immunity against both liver-stage infection and mosquito-stage
transmission of Plasmodium falciparum.

* Key Features:

Dual-stage immunity: Targets both pre-erythrocytic and sexual stages, blocking infection
and halting spread.

Extended stability: Remains functional at room temperature for over 9 months, aiding

storage in tropical regions.

Broader immune response: Combines multiple antigens to reduce immune evasion and

improve long-term protection.

Scalable production: Uses Lactococcus lactis, a food-grade bacterium, making it safe and

cost-efficient to manufacture.

Licensable model: ICMR will allow non-exclusive licensing, encouraging domestic and global

production partnerships.



Kashi Declaration



* The Youth Spiritual Summit concluded in Varanasi with the adoption of the Kashi
Declaration, setting a national roadmap for youth-led action against drug abuse.



e What It ls?

* The Kashi Declaration is a national action plan adopted at the Youth Spiritual
Summit to combat substance abuse through youth and spiritual leadership.

* It emphasizes a multi-dimensional, culturally rooted framework to eliminate drug
addiction from Indian society.

* Declared By: Initiated by the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports during the Youth
Spiritual Summit 2025.




Word of the day

Surreptitious:

marked by quiet and caution and secrecy; taking
pains to avoid being observed; conducted with
or marked by hidden aims or methods

Synonyms: furtive, sneaky, stealthy,
clandestine, secret, undercover

Usage: He took a surreptitious glance at his
watch.

Pronunciation:
newsth.live/surreptitiouspro

International Phonetic
Alpha bet: /smip'tifas/
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