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b “We are what we pretend to be, so we must be careful about
) what we pretend to be.”
— Kurt Vonnegut, Mother Night
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Eight Maoists killed in
Jharkhand encounter

NEWS » PAGE 4

India imposes”. 24 Jiig i
12% temporary
tariffs on

steel imports

“SOMETHING WRONG”
EC is ‘compromised’
says Rahul in U.S.

NEWS » PAGE 4

The need for a model of
‘competitive coexistence’

SHOWING THE WAY
Gill in form as Titans
down Knight Riders

SPORT » PAGE 16

INSIDE

‘Ask BJP to scrap
NEET as terms for
election alliance”
crENNA

Tamil Nacu Chief Minister MK,
Stalin, In a heated debate on

rday,
leader Edappadi K
Palsrisaami to demand
scrapping of NEET as a
condtion for the party’s
aillance with the BP. » PAGE 2

KOLKATA

Monday after the agency aid
not publish 3 list differentiating

HYDERABAD
Former Congress president and
MP Rahul Ganchi urged
Telangana Cheef Minister A
Revanth Reddy to enact the

Rohith Vemula Act “5o that no
child of ;ndia has to face what
B.R. Ambedkar, Rohith Vemula

2 ISRO satellites
dock successfully
for second time

BENGALURU
The indian Space Research

State Jitendra Singh sad on
Manday. » PAGE 6

Wife arrested for
murder of former
Karnataka DGP

BENGALURU
The SR Layout police in

Bengalury have booked the
wife and daughter of former

Sunday. Paiavi and Kiti nave
been arrested and are being
questioned on the sequence of
events. » PAGE 2
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Modi, Vance see ‘significant progress’ in trade talks

s with

PM reviews bilateral tie:

LS. Vice-President. hosts his family for dinner: no new

rements announced as earlier expected: no mention of tariff. visa revocation issues

in PMO statement: Modi also discusses India-US. road map that seeks to build on Mr. Trump’s ‘Make America Great Again’ slogan and New Delhis “Viksit Bharat 2047 plans

s
NEW DELHI

hllnljler s Office
PMO) sai

Mr. Vances office sald

the two leaders “formally

d the finalisation

of the Terms of Reference

weel

Mr. Modi met with Mr.
Vance along with sensor of-
ficials from both sides, be-

Vance, and their children
for dinner at his residence.
However, they did not

launch the TRUST Technol-
ogy Partnership as had
been earlier expected.

Trump’s visk
e o s.nd i
forward to president
hald Tramiys visit to Th.
Gia tater thisyear—, when
india will host the U.S.-In-
diajapan-Australia  Quad
Summit.

“The BTA is expected to
create new opportunities
of growth for workers,

VLS Vico-Braskienit L6 Vancs st family with Prione Minister

agreement an ~op-

portunity to negotia

maw ‘At imodarn u'aﬂe
incre:

eeme:
“Bllateral trade and sup-
ply-chain integration”.
Talks for a BTA, that
were announced during
Mr. Modi's meeting with
Mr. Trump in February, are
discussing the first tranche
of the agreement due 1o be
announced during Mr.
Trump's india visit, includ-

ing reducing tarific In a

number of areas. Howex

there has been liitle indica-

tion of a breakthrough on

issues like market access in

agriculture, and the revo-
he

acior
for a mutually beneficial
India-U.S. Bilateral Trade
Agreement focused on the

Dethi on Monday. REUTERS.

welfare of the people of the
two countries” the PMO
sasd in its statement. “They

con efforts to-
wards enhancing coopera-
u n gy, defence,
strategic technologies and
other areas™ The state-
m ver, no
mention on whether the
le: Cusses more

testy issues, inchuding U.S.
cariffs and a crackdown on
student visas by the Trump
administration which may

force many Indians to re-
turn without completing
their stud

war or the conflict in Gaza

ssed.
the visit had

Mr. Modi akso
the India-US. road ma

that seeks to build on Mr.
Trump's “Make America
Great Again (MAGA)~ slo-
gan and New Delhi's plans
for ~viksit Bharat (Deve-
the

Charge d'Affaires Jorgan
Andrews.

Regional, global issue:
“The two leaders aka ex-
changed views on various
regional and global issues
of mutual interest
called for dialogue and di-
plomacy as the way for-
ward.” the statement said,
did not mention specif-
ically whether the Ukraine

came in of Pope
Francis® sudden demise in
the vatican, leading to
questions about whether

vho

very i~
expressing

vance said,

condolences.
Mr. Vance, his family
the US. delegation
consisting US. NSC
int-person for South and

po
Central Asia Ricky Gill,
Pentagon and State depart-
ment officials had landed
in Delhi's Palam alrport on

Monday morning, where
he was received
Minister
naw.

ndian clothes. Although
an earlier plan to visit the
Red Fort was cancelled,

vances went o the
Mnirabam temple and

ent-owned age
Emporium  for Indian
handicrafts.

The Vances will spend
Tuesday in Jaipur at priv-
ate engagements and cul-
tural events, as \\ell as a \17
sit to the Amer
the U8 Vit Prasident wil
give a public address at the
yjasthan International
Centre in the afternoon.
Wednesday. they will

turning to Jaipur the same
day and flying back to the
U.S. on Thursday.

Uphill task
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Bengal violence: SC debates limits of
power in issuing directions on plea

NEW D!

The Supreme Court on
Monday answered a plea to
direct the Union

violence with a_question
on whether such a mea-

mount to a
Jusdictal incursion into the
domains of the Executive

response to a plea by advo-
cate Vishnu Shankar Jain to
hear his application to in-
voke Article 355 of the Con-
stitution, mentioning the
communal violence

deaths in West Bengal dur-
ing protests against the
Waqf (Amendment) Act,

ee

pa
pterfes

YOU Want us o issu
o the Unjon government to deploy
milicary for

truding on _government

writ of 1

Will it not be
nz with the Legsslative and

Executive domains? As it is. we

are being ac
with parliam,

used of interte
neary and Exec

| functions

JUSTICE B.R. GAVAL

s =N

Supreme Court judge

terra
following an April 8 judg-
ment in the Tamil Nadu
Governor case.

‘The court, ln its verdict,

for deartng B
et Jagdeep
Dhankhar had later criti-
cised the judiciary for act-
ing like a

2025. Article 355 mandates
it the “duty of the Union to
protect every State against
external aggression and in-
ternal disturbance and to
ensure that the govern-
ment of every State Is car-
ried on In accordance with
of this Con-

e Jain pleaded for an

T

be appointed as the next
Chief jJustice of India,
referred to criti-

cism abo’ux the judiciary in-

“You want us to Issue a
writ of mandamus to the
Union government to de-
ploy paramilitary forces...

we are accus.
terfering with parliamen-
tary and Executive func-
tons,” Justice Gaval
remarked to Mr. Jain

Pope Francis, a cheerful
reformer who stood for
open Church, dies at 88

Agence France-Presse
VATICAN CITY

Pope Francis, an energetic
reformer who inspired wi-
devotion from

light,
er Easter M.
The death of the Argen-
tne pontiff, leader of the
Catholic  Church  since

Pope died of a stroke, caus-
fng a coma and “lrreversi-
ble” heart faiflure, acco:
ing 1o his death certificate
released by the Vatican.
“Dearest brothers and
sisters, It is with deep sor-
row that 1 must ann,
the death of our 1oly Fath:
er Francis,” said Cardinal
Kevin Farrell in the state-

returned to the

lover

football-loving former
Archbishop  of Bucnos
Alres who was often hap-

POPE FRANCES (1936-2025)

spiritual leadership
2nd conneries began prep-
arations to mark his death.
Some visitors to St. Pe-
ters Square — where a frail-
looking Pope Francis was
cheered by Easter Sunday
worshippers during an un-
just

the Vatican, unlike many
previous pontiffs.

but with the inscription of
his papal name in Latin:

a day earlier — were left in
tears at the news.

is death sets in motion
centuries-old  traditions
that will culminate in the
gathering of a conclave of
cardinals to choose a
successor.

In the next four to six

days, the Vatican’s cardi-
nals will decide on the

= er.
whicts ol hie coffin =11l
the day-to-day running of

the tiny Vatican City state
will be handled by the Ca-

the first Pope from the
Americas. World leaders
paid tribute to his moral

a senior cardi-

Defender of
World leaders ed him
for having strongly defend-
ed social justice and the
rights of migrants.

Britain’s King Charles,
who met Pope Francis dur-
ing a state visit earlier this
month, said the pope had

“served with such devo-
ton”. ltaly's Prime Minis-

statement, while Argenti-
na’s President Javier Milel

‘goodness
despke their “ dlﬁerencex"

nal,
Cardinal Farrell

Pope Francis had con-
firmed in his final testa-
ment that he wished to be
buried In Rome's Basilica
of Saint Mary Major and
not at St. Peter’s Basilica i

u.s.
Vance said his “heart gpes
out” to Christians. The

Tlouse wrowe ~Ras
in Peace” on X.

MORE REPORTS ON
»PAGES S, 14815




Modi, Vance see ‘significant progress’ in trade talks

PM reviews bilateral ties with U.S. Vice-President, hosts his family for dinner; no new agreements announced as earlier expected; no mention of tariff, visa revocation issues

in PMO statement; Modi also discusses India-U.S. road map that seeks to build on Mr. Trump’s ‘Make America Great Again’ slogan and New Delhi’s ‘Viksit Bharat 2047’ plans

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

elcoming “sig-
Wniﬁcant pro-
gress” in talks

for a Bilateral Trade Agree-
ment (BTA), Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and U.S.
Vice-President J.D. Vance
met in Delhi on Monday,
and reviewed plans for In-
dia-U.S. cooperation, the
Prime Minister’s Office
(PMO) said.

Mr. Vance’s office said
the two leaders “formally
announced the finalisation
of the Terms of Reference
for the negotiations”, even
as Indian and U.S. officials
were set to begin another
round of BTA talks in
Washington this week.

Mr. Modi met with Mr.
Vance along with senior of-
ficials from both sides, be-
fore hosting Mr. Vance, his
wife, Usha Chilukuri
Vance, and their children
for dinner at his residence.

However, they did not

launch the TRUST Technol-
ogy Partnership as had
been earlier expected.

Trump’s visit

Mr. Modi said he looked
forward to U.S. President
Donald Trump’s visit to In-
dia “later this year”, when
India will host the U.S.-In-
dia-Japan-Australia Quad
Summit.

“The BTA is expected to
create new opportunities
of growth for workers,
farmers, and entrepre-
neurs in both countries,”
Mr. Vance’s office said, call-
ing the agreement an “op-
portunity to negotiate a
new and modern trade
agreement” to increase
“bilateral trade and sup-
ply-chain integration”.

Talks for a BTA, that
were announced during
Mr. Modi’s meeting with
Mr. Trump in February, are
discussing the first tranche
of the agreement due to be
announced during Mr.
Trump’s India visit, includ-

U.S. Vice-President J.D. Vance and family with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi at his residence in New Delhi on Monday. REUTERS

ing reducing tariffs in a
number of areas. However,
there has been little indica-
tion of a breakthrough on
issues like market access in
agriculture, and the revo-
cation of the digital equali-
sation levy and other mea-
sures by India, so far.
“[The leaders] wel-
comed the significant pro-
gress in the negotiations
for a mutually beneficial
India-U.S. Bilateral Trade
Agreement focused on the

welfare of the people of the
two countries,” the PMO
said in its statement. “They
noted continued efforts to-
wards enhancing coopera-
tion in energy, defence,
strategic technologies and
other areas.” The state-
ment, however, made no
mention on whether the
leaders discussed more
testy issues, including U.S.
tariffs and a crackdown on
student visas by the Trump
administration which may

force many Indians to re-
turn without completing
their studies.

Mr. Modi also discussed
the India-U.S. road map
that seeks to build on Mr.
Trump’s “Make America
Great Again (MAGA)” slo-
gan and New Delhi’s plans
for “Viksit Bharat (Deve-
loped India) 20477, the
statement said. National
Security Adviser Ajit Doval
and External Affairs Minis-
ter S. Jaishankar were pre-
sent at the talks at the
Prime Minister’s resi-
dence, along with senior
U.S. officials, and U.S.
Charge d’Affaires Jorgan
Andrews.

Regional, global issues

“The two leaders also ex-
changed views on various
regional and global issues
of mutual interest and
called for dialogue and di-
plomacy as the way for-
ward,” the statement said,
but did not mention specif-
ically whether the Ukraine

war or the conflict in Gaza
were discussed.

Earlier, the visit had
some uncertain moments
as news came in of Pope
Francis’ sudden demise in
the Vatican, leading to
questions about whether
Mr. Vance, a Catholic, who
had met the Pope only on
Sunday after Easter mass,
would curtail his plans, or
whether the Prime Minis-
ter would put off the offi-
cial dinner. However, the
visit proceeded as sche-
duled, with Mr. Vance writ-
ing a post on X just after
learning of the Pope’s pass-
ing. “I was happy to see
him yesterday, though he
was obviously very ill,” Mr.
Vance said, expressing
condolences.

Mr. Vance, his family
and the U.S. delegation
consisting of U.S. NSC
point-person for South and
Central Asia Ricky Gill,
Pentagon and State depart-
ment officials had landed
in Delhi’s Palam airport on

Monday morning, where
he was received by Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaish-
naw. Mr. Vance and Ms.
Usha Vance then brought
their two sons, Ewan and
Vivek, and daughter Mira-
bel off the plane dressed in
Indian clothes. Although
an earlier plan to visit the
Red Fort was cancelled,
the Vances went to the
Akshardham temple and
then shopped at the go-
vernment-owned Cottage
Emporium for Indian
handicrafts.

The Vances will spend
Tuesday in Jaipur at priv-
ate engagements and cul-
tural events, as well as a vi-
sit to the Amer Fort and
the U.S. Vice-President will
give a public address at the
Rajasthan  International
Centre in the afternoon.
On Wednesday, they will
visit the Taj Mahal monu-
ment in Agra before re-
turning to Jaipur the same
day and flying back to the
U.S. on Thursday.



4 2. Key Outcomes:

Topic

* Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA)

¢ Trade & Economy

) Strategic Cooperation

& Geopolitical Dialogue

.7 "Viksit Bharat 2047" & MAGA
Link

Key Points

Terms of Reference for BTA finalized; next round of talks to happen in

Washington

Aim to create new opportunities for workers, farmers, entrepreneurs; BTA

to boost supply chain integration

Focused on energy, defence, digital tech, agriculture; no mention of

sensitive topics like tariffs or visa restrictions

General agreement on need for global stability, regional cooperation;

Ukraine-Gaza not discussed openly

India—U.S. cooperation roadmap aligned with PM Modi's Viksit Bharat 2047

vision and Trump's MAGA slogan




Pope Francis
Passes Away

—-\-—-_/



Attribute

Full Name

Nationality

Position

Age at Death

Cause of Death

Date of Death

Special Firsts

Details

Jorge Bergoglio

Argentinian

266th Pope of the Catholic Church (since 2013)

88

Stroke leading to coma and heart failure

Day after Easter Mass, 2025

1st Jesuit Pope, 1st Pope from the Americas




# 3. Legacy & Reform Agenda:

Focus Area

Church Governance

Inclusivity

Social Issues

Church Qutreach

Internal Modernization

Reform/Impact

Decentralization of power from Vatican to local churches

Promoted dialogue with atheists, Muslims, LGBTQ+

Vocal against war, poverty, and environmental damage

Emphasized grassroots connections; “Shepherd smell of the sheep” approach

Financial transparency, anti-corruption efforts in Vatican




Pillars of Compassionate Leadership

AVAVAVAN

[ e

Humility
Demonstrated humility in

leadership and personal
conduct.

Social Justice

2/

N
/

Advocated for social justice
and equality.

7/

\_
4 o

Migrant Rights

Championed the rights and welfare

\ of migrants. /

~ N

Simplicity

Embraced simplicity in

\\Iifestyle and governance.j
\
| ]
i F

Open Church

Promoted an open and

\K inclusive Church environment. /

Environmental Protection

Emphasized environmental

\ protection and sustainability. /




TIMES Special

CATHOLIC - A
50.1 VA

-

LEADS LARGEST Rl

CHRISTIAN GROUP  JEQCITNGU RN
hristianity, at 2.4 billion followers, c H R I ST I A N o
Orthodox

is the world’s largest religion and
Roman Catholics, with the pope in ~ .
Vatican as their religious head, make NO 11.9
up its biggest sub-denomination, AFFILIATION Others
followed by Protestants OTHERS S——— 1.3

Protestant

BUDDHISM &8




AND HALF OF THEM ARE A1)
el CATHOLIC 18.5 Million

Christians in India, that’s 2.4%
of the population. Nagaland,

Meghalava and Mizoram have
majority Christian populations

BRAZIL HAS THE LARGEST
CATHOLIC POPULATION

Country No. of Catholics (millions)

Protestant

brazil [ 133 | (S has the largest Christian
36.7 . . S
Mexico [ % | population at over 250 million
\ g’lthgdm‘ philippines NG 75 while Russia’s orthodox church
: US e 74 counts over 100 million followers

\ Others
Source: Pew Research Centre (figures based
1.3 Italy _ 50 on 2010 baseline estimates); Census 2011



A LIBERAL PONTIFF

It’s hypocrisy to call

yourself a Christian and
chase away a refugee or someone
seeking help — 2016

Homosexual people are children
of God and have a right to a

family — 2020

God created both equal, man

and woman... A society that is
not capable of (allowing women
to have greater roles) does not
move forward — 2022




ITALY

o Rome

Mediterranean Sea

ITALY
(Rome)

Vatican —

city Museums

Saint Peter's

Basilica

Saint Peter's
Square

ITALY

0 015 0.3 km (ROII]C)

0 a.15 0.3 mi




The Smallest Countries
in the World

Vatican

0.49 km?

Monaco
2.02 km?

Nauru
21 km?

Tuvalu
26 km?2

San Marino
61 km?

o1
Q-
()
O

Liechtenstein

160 km?

Marshall Islands

181 km?

St Kitts and Nevis
261 km?

Maldives
300 km?

Malta
316 km?2



The Pope's Enduring Influence

Global Influence @

Shaping global
perspectives through
religious leadership.

Spiritual
Leadership

Guiding the Roman
Catholic Church with
spiritual wisdom.

ﬁ Papal Authority

Exercising supreme
authority as the
Bishop of Rome.




The Pope's Role and Authority

<& College of

Vatican City
Residence

Resides in Vatican City,
center of Catholic
power.

o

Bishop of Rome

Bishop of Rome,
spiritual leader of
Catholics.

—!' Cardinals

Election

Elected by College of
Cardinals through
conclave.

E, Supreme Pontiff

Supreme Pontiff,
highest religious
authority.




Sovereignty

Vatican City's
independent status as
the world's smallest
sovereign state.

The Unique Sovereignty and Governance of Vatican City

Governance

The Pope's supreme
authority and
independent operation
of the city.

Vatican City

Economy

The city's financial
structure and revenue

sources.

Cultural Heritage

The city's rich cultural
and historical
landmarks.



T Catholic vs Protestant Christianity: Key Differences

Aspect Catholics Protestants

Origin Originated after the time of Jesus, became formal with Emerged in the 16th century during the

the Roman Empire Reformation led by Martin Luther

Authority Bible + Church Tradition + Pope Bible alone (Sola Scriptura) is the

ultimate authority

Accepted as the supreme leader and representative of Rejected; no central earthly authority
Christ on Earth

Church Strong hierarchy: Pope, Cardinals, Bishops, Priests Less formal structure; pastors or elders

Hierarchy lead congregations

Sacraments 7 Sacraments: Baptism, Eucharist, Confirmation, Generally 2 Sacraments: Baptism and
Reconciliation, Anointing of the Sick, Marriage, Holy Eucharist (some may vary)
Orders

Salvation Faith + Good Works + Church Sacraments Faith Alone (Sola Fide)




Virgin Mary

and Saints

Confession

Communion
(Eucharist)

Language of

Worship

(historically)

Images and

Statues

Church
Building
Style

Venerated and prayed to as intercessors

Confession to a priest required

Transubstantiation: bread and wine become actual
body and blood of Christ

Traditionally in Latin (now local languages too)

Widely used for devotion

Ornate, with statues, stained glass, and altars

Honored but not prayed to; direct

relationship with God

Direct confession to God

Symbolic: bread and wine represent
Christ's body and blood

Local/vernacular languages

Some groups (like Calvinists) reject

images; others may allow

Simpler and less decorative in design




Aspect

95 Theses (1517)

Challenge to Church Authority

Doctrine of Justification by Faith (Sola

Fide)

Translation of the Bible

Founding of Lutheranism

Excommunication

Hymn Writing

Description

Luther nailed his 95 Theses to the church door in Wittenberg,

Germany. These were arguments against the sale of indulgences

(paying money to the Church for forgiveness of sins). This act sparked

the Protestant Reformation.

He rejected the authority of the Pope and claimed that the Bible alone

(Sola Scriptura) should be the final authority for Christians.

Luther emphasized that salvation comes through faith alone, not by

works or Church rituals.

He translated the Bible into German, making it accessible to the

common people and promoting literacy.

His teachings formed the basis of the Lutheran Church, the first

Protestant denomination.

In 1521, he was excommunicated by the Catholic Church and declared

an outlaw at the Diet of Worms.

He also wrote hymns; the most famous is "A Mighty Fortress Is Our
God".




THE HINDU

News

Tuesday, April 22, 2025
CHENRAL

PM to flag off Namo Bharat
intercity train in Bihar

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is scheduled to
har's second Ami

flag off Bl
connec

rit Bharas rrain,
ting the State to Maharasht

ra, and

Inaugusate a new Namwo Bharat train service (in

re} between Jaynagar

and Patna on April 24.

e nw Amrit Bharar service will spersie

Bharat
ba\'l\ ends, which ha]pg in
g CrarouRd e SAring tmiercty Gavel.

Nature’s fury leaves behind
a trail of destruction in J&K

It will take around three days to restore traffic on Jammuo-Srinagzar

vy, savs CM: Jammu

Divisional Commissioner says departments instructed to expedite restoration of public wtilities

SHINAGAR

ammu  and  Kash-

Ilnlg.es of natuse’s fury on
Monda;

Scotes of trucks with
perishable goods, indud-
ing poultry and vegetables,

and passenger vehicles re-
mained either stranded
alomg the Jammu-Srinagar
highway or buried under
‘the debris for more than 12
hours.
The authorities
launched massive exer-
cise to restore the critical
highway, which saw a ma-
]

SC dismisses plea for allowing
JEE-Advanced candidature
The Supreme Court on Monday dismissed a plea

seeking a direction o allow students who had
cleared their Class 12 exme in 2023, to

participate in the |EE-Advan

anced 2005 for securing

admlsslons in (I|e 1o The ciourt obaerved Hhat

n the p

domain an.d courts

2 matter was clicy
hold be show in 1nmﬁenng manters

final artempt a1 the JEE Mains In 2025, they were
rendered ineligible to appear because ofan
“abrupt and arbitrary policy reversal”. r

jor on sunday
following  cloudbursts,
landslips, and flash floods
triggered by incessant rain
for the past three

“We are trying to make
the highway at least one-
restore traffic of
rrying essen-
tlals. We are hopeful to res-
tore it by Tuesday even-
ing~ Baseer-ul-Hag,
Deputy  Commissioner,
Ran

mban, sakd.
However, official sourc-
es said it will take many

Pilas off debris: Vehicles shuck on the blocked Sanagar- tamme Feghway sfer 3
LA HISEAR

cloudburst in Ramban

in my truck died in the past

rs  survive
Sham, a eruck driver said.
Officials said over 140
stranded vehicles were al-
to move to safer

said about 10 1o 12
including _ Seri,

“Teams are already de-
puted to conduct compre-

He sald the departments
haw been Inswructed to ex-

Two ISRO satellites
dock successfully
for the second time

BENGALUEL
The Indian 5

Organisation  (ISRO) has
successfully execused the

second docking of the two
satellites — SDXOI (Chuser)
and SONO2 (Target) —

are partaf the Space Dodie
ing Exj

nology Jitendra Singh sakd
©n M

“Glad to inform that the
second docking of satel
ites has been accom-

buried under debris. We
have to realign the high-
will  take

wary.
e three days to res-

dam:
bef will be provided. The

water
Fapply, pawer supply and
ather public usilitles

as several vehicles remain

is working
r footing to ensure
the highway Is recpened ar
the earliest,” he sal

“Fhie srihoriies have re-
opened the Mughal road to
allow smaller vehicles o
head o the Jamimu region.

16 January 2005 at O6:20
AM and successfully un-
docked on 13 March 2025
ar 09:20 AR Further expe-

ter posted on X

Docking satellites
Earller this year, India be-
came the fourth country
after the U8, Russia. and
Ching 1 conduct the dock:
ing experime:

The Spaljsx mission is
an important project by

The (SRG has exzcuted the
second dockng of the twa
satellites Chaser and Target

the ISRO. It is designed to
develop and demonserate
the technology needed for
e rendezvous,

and

and operation of an Indian
space station. The other
alms of the mission inchde
demonstration  of  the
transfer of electric power
berween the

space-
craft, which is essenial for
Posite spacecralt contral,

and payload operations af-
‘ter undocki

Railways
plans to fence
tracks to curb
trespassing

The Railways has propased
across the

oftracks have already been

fenced, the Southern Rail-

way said in a note.
Responding to the re-

port “Vande Bharat has
weak dEiEn(Es againse
Report”

ptnh]lshed e H\!ndn on
Monday, the zone said

trains were designed mm

modern coupling

ed with the safety system.

EPFO adds 4.27 lakh
members in 18-25 age
group in February

flecting a growth of 3.01%
ary 2024

‘Civil services should get credit for
smooth transfer of power in India’

Vijaita Si
MEW BELHI

Cabinet Secretary TV. So-

ruary
The pension fund auzh-

ority made a net addision

of 16.10 lakh members in

“A noticeable aspect of
the data s the dominance
of the 1835 age group, 4.
lakh new subscribers ad-
desd In the 1825 age group,
constituting & significant
57.71% of the total new sub-
seribers added in February
2025, the EPFO said in a
statement. The net payroll
addition for the 18-25 age
Eroup for the month is ap-
proximately 678 lakh, re-

NEW DELHI from Febru;
"wan::lnls[ely 1318
- la who had
Fund Organisarion on  exted o rejoined L
said it has en-  FO in February 2025. This
rolled 7.39 lakh new sub-  figure deplcrs % signlhcant
seribers in Februsar 185% aver-year

growah compared to Fe
Bruary sozac It said.
Around 2.08 lakh new wo-
men subscribers joined the
EPFO in

growth of 1.26% compared
‘with the corresponding pe-
riod last year. “Further, the
nes female payroll add)

He said it was the duty
of the civil services to pre-
serve th, or-

Guring the menth Trood at
around 3.37 lakh, a signifi-
cant year over year growth
of 9.23% compared to Fe-

der such as democracy,
rule of law, national unity
and the federal structure.

acy, it
is the elected government
which has the mandate,
and it is the duty of the civil
servani to assist the go-
vernment in carrying out
its policies. He said the of-
ficers should be politically
neutral “because we don’t
serve only those who be-

T Semanatnan

long to some particular
PaTTY OF & cormmumnity

Need for competence
sSpeaking on the occasion

a of
he good s generalm “was

1 think without the All
India Services and the cen-

eral services, free and fair
elections not be pos-
sible. Governments have
been defeated both at the
P g L e o el

wernm
we dom't have

which pomen off with no

problem That Is be-
ot ot e civil services,
So, this is an unqualified
success,” the country’s top
bureaucrar sald during an

Pradesh cadre 1AS offic-

sted transpa-
rency - empanciment
process of officers at joint

secretary rank and above.
Whe

and Highways through the
lateral entry mode, asked
about the bow salary struc-
ture, the Cabinet Sécretary
remarked, ~Pay is not part
of today's discussion....

SC asks Puja
Khedkar to
appear before
Delhi Police

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court
ected former

Branch (Central) for gues-

«
A Bench headed by Jus-
B.¥. Nagarathna direce-

port system for the AlS
officers, it had become wse-
bess. “And in

Minister Narendra Modi
that India’

145, this s 2 disease. B
body is between 9 and 10
(mdmg There are crooks

cy and poli can-
not operate on outdated
frameworks.

gation was necessary to as-
certain the identity of the

I involved in the
alleged scam of preparing
fake disability certificates.
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Listening to Bhagavatham

sri Dikshitar said

that as not even

the head.less ‘needle will accompany us on our eternal
Jou velop detachment. Detachment

oo eaires wil atise o by by et
‘mind

Vairagya). Peace o

ant practice {Abhyasa

will not exist when a person fails

o his duty. Only a systemaric and controlled life
is called dharma., which alone yields calmness. Remaining

ranquil leads.

it
peace of mind, which i calied bliss. Srimad Bhagavatham
narrates more about these things and the bliss.

aboust the easiest way for peo-

sage Veda Vyasat
ple to follow — whether poojas, homams, meditation,
alms giving, recitation of the Vedas or listening o Godly

so that ordinary people could listen easily and derive

God's blessi

Sage Narada told Veda Vyasa that he was an ordinary

«child in his previous birt]
wice at the ashramas of

take him along
abour God narcared by th

h, bom to a mald rendering ser-

5. His mother used to

with her. Listening to the good stories
e rishis, he was destined to be

sacred mantras. Also, he extended counselling to Ravana.
Marsin vos hiesmad tn trvel suphere o e -

s, 4 system o

m fa reched for sovon
a told Bha-

gavatham to King Parikshit for sev\e'nd:ys




Two ISRO satellites

dock successfully

for the second time

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) has
successfully executed the
second docking of the two
satellites — SDXO01 (Chaser)
and SDXO02 (Target) — that
are part of the Space Dock-
ing Experiment (SpaDeX)
mission, Union Minister of
State for Science and Tech-
nology Jitendra Singh said
on Monday.

“Glad to inform that the
second docking of satel-
lites has been accom-
plished successfully. As in-
formed earlier, the
PSLV-C60 / SPADEX mis-
sion was successfully
launched on 30 December
2024. Thereafter the satel-
lites were successfully
docked for the first time on
16 January 2025 at 06:20
AM and successfully un-
docked on 13 March 2025
at 09:20 AM. Further expe-
riments are planned in the
next two weeks,” the Minis-
ter posted on X.

Docking satellites
Earlier this year, India be-
came the fourth country
after the U.S., Russia, and
China to conduct the dock-
ing experiment.

The SpaDeX mission is
an important project by

The ISRO has executed the
second docking of the two
satellites Chaser and Target.

the ISRO. It is designed to
develop and demonstrate
the technology needed for
spacecraft  rendezvous,
docking, and undocking
using two small satellites.

The demonstration of
this technology is essential
for future missions, such as
sending an Indian astro-
naut to the moon, return-
ing samples from the
moon, and the building
and operation of an Indian
space station. The other
aims of the mission include
demonstration of the
transfer of electric power
between the docked space-
craft, which is essential for
future applications, such
as in-space robotics, com-
posite spacecraft control,
and payload operations af-
ter undocking.



ISRO Space Docking Experiment

Launch SDX01 Launch SDX02 SDXO01 SDXO01 Docks
The Chaser satellite The Target satellite Approa':hes with SDX02
is launched into is launched into SDX02 The Chaser satellite
Space. Space. The Chaser satellite successfully docks
with the Target
maneuvers towards satellite
the Target satellite. )
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India's
Achievement

India successfully
demonstrates
satellite docking
capability

India's Satellite Docking Achievement

United States'
Precedence

The United States
was the first to
achieve this feat

Russia's
Contribution
Russia followed as

the second country
to achieve this

China's Entry

China became the
third country to
demonstrate this
capability




Country

= USA

— USSR

China

< |ndia

Historic Milestone

First successful docking in 1966 (Gemini 8 mission)

1969: First automatic docking (Soyuz 4 & 5)

2011: First docking by Tiangong-1 and Shenzhou-8

2025: ISRO joins the elite group through SpaDeX




Q. Consider the following statements regarding India’s Space Docking
Experiment (SpaDeX) mission:

1.India became the third country in the world to demonstrate satellite
docking capability.
2.The SpaDeX mission involved two satellites known as SDX01 and SDXO02.

3.The docking and undocking process was demonstrated successfully by
ISRO in 2025.

4.Satellite docking is a prerequisite technology for in-space robotic repairs
and crew transfer between space stations.

Which of the above statements are correct?

A. 2,3 and 4 only
B.1and 2 only
C.1,2and 4 only
D. All of the above



World Heritage
Day 2025




World '
heritage List

Cultural sites

Mixed sites

(having both cultural and
@ natural value)
Natural Sites

Sites around the @
world

By October 2024,
196 Countries had signed the
World Heritage Convention




List of UNESCO world
heritage sites in India

Complexe du
Capitole ™

Red Fort
Complex @ —

Qutb Minar and
its Monuments

Humayun's
Tomb @

The Jantar

Mantar e

Keoladeo
National Park

Hill Forts of

Rajasthan ¢

Champaner-
Pavagadh

Great Himalayan National

Nanda Devi and
Valley of Flowers
National Parks ~ Khangchendzonga

National Park

Historic City
® of Ahmedabad ® park Conservation Area
Dholavira: A
Harappan City / Fatehpur
Sikri
® @
' Jaipur City

Archaeological g
Site of Nalanda |,

! ® Mahavihara at Manas Wildlife
“t’ Nalanda @ / g Sanctuary
~{\‘ ’ 1'\_43“3:3082‘ I Kaziranga
emple Complex :
~ ‘ ‘ at Bodh Gaya ® National Park
v,
) Taj Mahal ®

7
r@g‘q

Archaeologic N\

al Park
Rani-ki-Vav |,

(the Queen's ¥

Stepwell) at
Patan

Chhatrapati @
Shivaji Terminus

Ajanta .
Caves ®

Elephanta o
Caves

Ellora @
Caves

Victorian Gothic

and Art Deco
Ensembles of
Mumbai

/

@
Churches &

Convents of Goa

Group of
Monuments at
Mahabalipuram

Great Living
Chola Temples

° Sundarbans
National Park

| \ Sun Temple,
: Z °

4

Khajuraho g

Group of

Konérak
: Rock
® Shelters of
Bhimbetka
Monuments Buddhist
Monuments
at Sanchi g
Kakatiya
Rudreshwara
(Ramappa)
® Temple

CATEGORY OF SITE

CULTURAL SITE- 38
NATURAL SITE- 7
MIXED SITE- 1

=43

)
Group of Group of
Monuments at Monuments
Pattadakal at Hampi

Mountain

@ Railways of India

® Western Ghats



Celebrating Cultural Heritage

i

Archaeological
Survey of India

AST declares free entry
to protected
monuments.

J

World Heritage
Doy
Promotes awareness and

preservation of world
heritage.

-

I

International
Day for
Monuments

Celebrates cultural
heritage with free
monument access.

\




Celebrating World Heritage Day: A Journey

Through Time
! 1982 ! 2025
Declaration by Theme: Heritage
ICOMOS under Threat

)W)

1983

Approval by UNESCO



Distribution of World Heritage Sites by Type

(sites)
40 Mixed Sites
231 Natural Sites ‘

952 Cultural Sites



India's Journey with the World Heritage Convention

India ratifies the Convention

October 2024 1,223 sites in 196 countries




World Heritage Sites: Protection and Preservation

. 0o
State Parties 9§ |-.

- Cultural Sites

' - - Natural Sites

'~ Mixed Sites

Identifying Sites - -

-— e o o

Protecting Sites - - -.

Preserving Sites -

- [
'
4
-

1972 Agreement - -E -- Member Countries
India Ratification in 1977 --

~- World Heritage Committee



World Heritage Sites in India

- 34 Cultural

Sites

43 World / Natural

— Heritage >
. Sites
Sites
India > Mixad

62 Tentative @ L <. %C

Sites

7 Sites



Exercise Desert
Flag-10




Indian Air Force's Participation in Exercise Desert Flag-10

Indian Air Force

Contingent Preparation for
Departure Exercise

The contingent leaves India The contingent prepares for
for the UAE. the upcoming exercise.

Arrival at Al Dhafra Participation in
Air Base Exercise Desert
Flag-10

The contingent arrives at

the air base in the UAE. The contingent engages in
the exercise activities.




Global Air Forces Unite for Exercise Desert

Flag
0 Ai
Q Im
Annual
Complex fighter
Exercise Desert Flag engagements and
hosted by UAE Air knowledge
Force exchange

This year

Participation of 12

nations
o)



Kerala’s Intellectual Property
Rights policy to be revised after
17/ years




Kerala IPR Policy Revision Process

Formation of Appointment of Initial Policy Comprehensive
Drafting Chairman Formulation Revision
Committee The Chairman of the The first IPR policy The policy
A six-member Blod:verdsnthoard was created in 2008. undergoes a
committee is formed €ads e thorough update.
committee.

to revise the policy.




PATENTS Inventions Novelty 20 years from the date of filing
Inventive Step the Patent
Industrial Application
Expression of Ideas " Literary works: Lifetime of author + 60
(Literary, Dramatic, Musical | Originality years Cinematography films/records/
COPYRIGHTS works, Computer Program Fixation photogra t works : 60 years
per se, elc.) Broadcasting : 25 years
ienfificaion symbafs, Distinctive indefinite
TRADEMARKS |logos, slogans, words/ Graphically representable Renewal after every ten years
letters Not deceptive
Extemal appearance of Novel Initially for 10 years
INDUSTRIAL DESIGNS |an arlicle Original S Renewal for 5 more years
Significantly distinguishable | (maximum protection : 15 years)
Goods of specific g&ﬁgm Indefinite
ical orii Renewal after ten years
GEOGRAPHICAL  |9eographical origin Unique characteristics which arg ol B
INDICATIONS essentially attributable to the
geographical area of origin
LAYOUT DESIGN OF |18y outof componentsin | Original 10 years
sl the integrated circuits Ditinctive
Capable of distinguishing
CIRCUITS from any other lay-out design.
PROTECTION OF | New variefies Novelty Treos and vines - 18
PLANT VARIETIES & [fommers varieties s Extant varieties Sothers : 15 years
| FARMERS' RIGHTS  |Essentially derived varieties | panomination




Heatwaves In
India




Heat wave (May 24-30, 2015)

PAKISTAM

Hew. Delhi

Daltonganj
.

Jharkhand

Titlagarh

Telangana

Andhra Pradesh . Bay of Bengal

Ongole o

Arabilan sea

-

200 miles v -
. 5 B .
Absolute maximum temperature (°F) NOAA Climate. gov
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Analyzing the Causes of Early Heatwaves in India

Climate Change Urbanization
Global Warming Heat Islands Early Heatwaves in
India
Extreme Weather Lack of Green Spaces
Events
Pollution Lack of Policy

Implementation

Inadequate

Deforestation
Infrastructure

Environmental

Degradation Policy and Planning



Rising Heatwaves in India: A Timeline of Urgency

@3

Severe heatwaves in India

March 2025

Heatwaves arrive 20 days earlier




Impacts of Heatwaves on Health, Economy, and Society

A —J /
\\ - /f

Heat Stress - - | NOX - - - Agricultural Productivity

Vulnerable Groups - - -~ Work Hours

[8% Social Inequity J

L]

- - Marginalized Sections

'~- Migrants



Europe Is
Warming Faster




Europe’s Climate Crisis: Key Events and Trends

Release of the 2024 European State of the
Climate Report

Europe warms twice as fast as the global
average

Intensification of extreme weather events




Region

Europe

Global
Average
N Temperature

Increase

Temperature Increase in Europe vs. Global
Average



Factors Driving Europe's Warming

% Melting
Urban Heat EE Y Glaciers
Island

Urban areas trap
heat, intensifying

Glacier melting
enhances heat
absorption in

local temperature Europe.
extremes.
~~ Sea Surface
Atmospheric = ~ Temperatures
Circulation °

Warmer oceans
contribute to
atmospheric
temperature rise.

Shifts in circulation
cause more frequent

heatwaves.

. +°" Reduced

A;rc.t e @ Aevrosols
Proximity

Cleaner air
increases solar
energy absorption.

Arctic warming
accelerates Europe's
temperature rise.



Consequences of Europe’s Accelerated Warming




Words of the day

Whimsical:

determined by chance or impulse or whim rather
than by necessity or reason

Synonyms: capricious, impulsive

Usage: She thought mini marshmallows were
a whimsical way of adding desserts to one’s meal.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/whimsicalpro

International Phonetic
Alpha bet: [wimzikal/

Sanctimonious:
excessively or hypocritically pious

Syl”l ONYMS: self-righteous, holier-than-
thou, pharisaic

Usa g€ He dropped his sanctimonious act
when his colleagues learnt to ignore him.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/
sanctimoniouspro

International Phonetic
Alpha bet: / seenk.trmau.ni.as/




Thank you
guys.
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