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🦠 : Ebola PHEIC — India-Africa Forum Summit-IV Postponed

इबोला PHEIC — IAFS-IV स्थगित | WHO | IHR 2005 | DRC+Uganda | IBCA | GS II: IR + GS III: Health Security

7th
PHEIC in WHO history

WHO इगतहास का 7वााँ PHEIC

11 yrs
Gap since last IAFS
(IAFS-III was 2015)

90%
CFR — 1976 DRC outbreak
मृतु्य दर (1976 DRC प्रकोप)

$100B
India-Africa trade
भारत-अफ्रीका व्यापार

EBOLA FACTS / इबोला तथ्य

• Family: Filoviridae | 5 species (Zaire most lethal)

• Natural reservoir: Fruit bats (Pteropodidae)

• Vaccine: rVSV-ZEBOV (Ervebo) — WHO prequalified 2019

• First outbreak: 1976, DRC (Yambuku) + Sudan simultaneously

• 2014-16 West Africa: 28,600 cases, 11,325 deaths — largest ever

• Spread: Direct contact with blood/bodily fluids (NOT airborne)

• Treatment: Supportive; Zmapp, REGN-EB3 antivirals

• Zoonotic disease: Animal→Human (bushmeat, fruit bats)

• IHR 2005 Art.12: DG-WHO declares PHEIC on committee recommendation

• PHEIC history: H1N1(2009)→Polio(2014)→Zika(2016)→Ebola 
DRC(2019)→COVID(2020)→Ebola DRC+Uganda(2025)

IAFS + IBCA / भारत-अफ्रीका + IBCA

• IAFS-I: 2008, New Delhi | IAFS-II: 2011, Addis Ababa

• IAFS-III: 2015, New Delhi — 54 AU nations, ~41 heads of state

• IAFS-IV: Planned May 28-31, 2025 — postponed (11yr gap)

• IAFS-III pledges: $10B credit line; 50,000 scholarships; 100 institutions

• IBCA: International Big Cat Alliance (May 9, 2023, India)

• IBCA: 7 species (Tiger, Lion, Leopard, Snow Leopard, Cheetah, Puma, Jaguar)

• IBCA: 97 range countries | Secretariat: New Delhi | India launched

• IBCA Summit June 1 also postponed (first IBCA summit)

• India-Africa trade: ~$100B; Africa = India's 3rd export destination

• DRC: 70%+ world cobalt; Congo River; Kinshasa; Belgian colonial history

🔑 PYQ Keys: Ebola=Filoviridae | Fruit bats reservoir | Ervebo vaccine | PHEIC=IHR Art.12 | IAFS I(2008)II(2011)III(2015) | IBCA=2023 | DRC cobalt 70% | One Health | WHO HQ Geneva | AU HQ 
Addis Ababa







⚖️ : Sedition Trials Can Proceed If Accused Willing — SC

IPC धारा 124A बनाम BNS धारा 152 | Art.19(1)(a) + 19(2) | GS II: Polity | Kedar Nath 1962 | Free Speech

📜 Section 124A IPC (Colonial Sedition)• Introduced: 1870 by British (James Fitzjames Stephen)

• IPC drafted by Macaulay 1860 — he excluded sedition; Stephen added 
1870

• Targets: 'Disaffection' against government established by law

• Punishment: Up to life imprisonment; non-bailable

• Used against: Bal Gangadhar Tilak (1897, 1908); Gandhi (1922)

• Kedar Nath Singh (1962): SC upheld 124A — only speech 'inciting 
violence' = sedition

• Balwant Singh (1995): 'Khalistan Zindabad' ≠ sedition without violence 
intent

• May 2022: SC stays all sedition trials (S.G. Vombatkere case; CJI N.V. 
Ramana)

• Now replaced by BNS (July 1, 2024)

📋 BNS Section 152 (New Sedition Equivalent)• Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) replaced IPC from July 1, 2024

• Section 152: 'Acts endangering sovereignty, unity and integrity'

• Language BROADER than 124A: includes 'subversive activity', 'separatist 
feelings', 'encouragement of secessionism'

• Critics: 'Repackaged colonial sedition — language altered but substantive 
content same or more expansive'

• BNSS replaced CrPC | BSA replaced Indian Evidence Act

• Petitioners argued 152 BNS criminalises 'vague and broad categories of 
speech'

• UK abolished sedition: 2009 | India remains outlier in democracies

• NCRB: Conviction rate ~3% | Cases rose 160% (2016-2019)

• SC: Bench CJI Surya Kant + Bagchi + Pancholi — trials can proceed if accused 
willing

⚖️ Article 19 — Free Speech Framework | अनुचे्छद 19 —अभभव्यक्तिस्वतंत्रता ढााँचा

Art.19(1)(a): Freedom of speech and expression  |  Art.19(2): Reasonable restrictions on grounds of: Sovereignty & Integrity | Security of State | Friendly relations 
with foreign states | Public order | Decency/morality | Contempt of court | Defamation | Incitement to offence

⚠️ NOT a restriction ground: 'Economic interests' (frequently tested in UPSC Prelims)

🔑 PYQ Keys: 124A=1870 | Kedar Nath 1962 (upheld, narrowed to violence) | BNS Sec 152 | Art.19(2) grounds (NOT economic interests) | BNS+BNSS+BSA from July 2024 | Tilak 1897/1908 | 
Gandhi 1922













🏔️ : Ladakh Seeks Belonging Through Representation

लद्दाख का लोकताांगिक घाटा | Art.370 | Sixth Schedule | UT Without Legislature | 13GW Pang Project | GS II: Polity

59,000
sq km Ladakh area

(~2.74 lakh population)

5 new
Districts announced

(Nubra,Changthang,Sham,Zanskar,Drass
)

13 GW
Pang-Changthang

energy project (₹50,000 cr)

0
Elected legislature

in Ladakh UT — ZERO
(गवधानमांडल = शून्य)

CONSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK / संवैधाभनक ढााँचा
• Article 370 (abrogated Aug 5, 2019): J&K special status ended

• J&K Reorganisation Act 2019: Split → J&K UT (legislature) + Ladakh UT (NO 
legislature)

• SC judgment Dec 11, 2023: Upheld abrogation; J&K elections by Sept 2024

• Sixth Schedule (Art.244(2)): Autonomous District Councils for Assam, 
Meghalaya, Tripura, Mizoram

• Fifth Schedule (Art.244(1)): Tribal areas in non-NE states

• UT with legislature: Delhi, Puducherry, J&K | UT without: Ladakh, 
Chandigarh, D&NH+DD

• Art.3: Parliament can alter UT/State boundaries

• HDC (Hill Development Councils) in Leh & Kargil (since 1995 Act): Elected 
but limited advisory powers only

• BJP manifesto 2019/2020: Promised Sixth Schedule for Ladakh — not 
delivered

• Finance Commission: Fiscal redistribution — UP, Bihar etc also depend on 
centre; financial dependence ≠ no legislature

NE PRECEDENTS + CORE ARGUMENT / उत्तर-पूवव भिसाल + िुख्यतकव

• Nagaland statehood 1963: Population barely 3.5 lakh → got legislature

• Mizoram statehood 1987: ~5 lakh population → got legislature

• Sikkim statehood 1975: barely 2 lakh population → got legislature

• Arunachal Pradesh: ~6 lakh at statehood → got legislature

• All financially dependent on Centre; some strategically sensitive → YET got 
statehood

• ARTICLE'S CORE ARGUMENT: 'Districts = instruments of administration; 
Legislatures = instruments of representation'

• 'A district magistrate implements policy; a legislature answers to citizens'

• 'You integrate a frontier through BELONGING, not subsidy and garrison alone'

• Pang Changthang 13GW project: Changpa nomad grazing rights, land rights 
being decided WITHOUT Ladakhi consent

• Sri Aurobindo: 'Purna Swaraj' (complete self-governance) as matter of dignity 
— not economic profitability

🔑 PYQ Keys: Sixth Sch=Art.244(2) = Assam+Meghalaya+Tripura+Mizoram | J&K Reorg Act 2019 | Art.370 abrog Aug 2019 | SC judgment Dec 2023 | Ladakh UT NO legislature | Art.3 Parliament 
power | HDC 1995 | Fifth Schedule=Non-NE







💱 : Should the Rupee Be Left to Depreciate? (₹97/USD)

रुपये का अवमूल्यन बनाम RBI हस्तके्षप | J-Curve | Impossible Trinity | FII Hot Money | Gita Gopinath | GS III: Economy

₹97

Rupee vs USD
(Sustained losses, no arrest)

~$640B

India's forex reserves
(4th largest globally)

85%

India's crude oil
imported (inflation risk)

J-Curve

Trade balance first worsens
then improves post-depreciation

FOR vs AGAINST INTERVENTION / हस्तके्षप पक्ष vs भवपक्ष

✅ FOR letting rupee fall: Auto-curtails imports; boosts exports; markets find equilibrium; Gita Gopinath's view

✅ FOR: Intervention depletes forex reserves; delays inevitable adjustment

❌ AGAINST: India imports 85% oil — essential goods; rising import costs → inflation → hits poor

❌ AGAINST: Fall SELF-PERPETUATING: people expect further fall → rush to buy dollars → more pressure

❌ AGAINST: Current fall is SPECULATIVE (FII), not fundamental — can overs shoot equilibrium

❌ AGAINST: Exports don't auto-rise: foreign buyers delay if expecting further fall

⚖️ ARTICLE'S VIEW: Intervention is 'one amongst many policies' — not panacea but cannot be dismissed

Japan parallel: Yen fell (April 2025); FM Satsuki Katayama signalled 'decisive action'

Key distinction: WEAK rupee (fundamentals) ≠ FALLING rupee (speculative expectations)

Intervention stems speculative flows — extremely hard but necessary when speculation overwhelming

🔑 PYQ Keys: Impossible Trinity | J-Curve effect | Marshall-Lerner (elasticities>1) | FII=Hot Money | CAD | Managed Float | FEMA 1999 | MPC 4% target | Gita Gopinath=IMF First Deputy MD | 
India forex reserves ~$640B



• IMPOSSIBLE TRINITY: Cannot have (1)Fixed rate + (2)Free capital mobility + 
(3)Independent monetary policy simultaneously

• J-CURVE: Trade balance WORSENS before improving after depreciation (old 
import contracts at old prices)

• MARSHALL-LERNER CONDITION: Depreciation improves trade balance ONLY 
if export+import elasticities > 1

• MANAGED FLOAT: India's regime — market-determined + RBI smoothing 
volatility (neither fixed nor pure float)

• FII/FPI = Hot Money: Short-term, volatile, speculative; exits rapidly; causes 
exchange rate instability

• FDI: Long-term, stable; investment in physical assets — India needs MORE 
FDI, less reliance on FII

• CURRENT ACCOUNT DEFICIT (CAD): Imports > Exports + transfers → 
demand for foreign exchange

• FEMA 1999: Regulates forex transactions | Replaces FERA 1973 | Enforced 
by ED

• RBI: Governor Sanjay Malhotra (Dec 2024) | MPC: 4% inflation target (±2%)

• Gita Gopinath: IMF First Deputy MD | Harvard professor | Born Mysore, 
Karnataka | Non-interventionist view

KEY ECONOMIC CONCEPTS / िुख्यआभथवकअवधारणाएाँ





Topic Exam-Relevant Points

News Context UP’s Banda recorded 47.6°C, becoming the hottest place in India again.

समाचार सं दर्भ उत्तर प्र दे श के  बाांद ामें तापमान 47.6°C दर्भ हुआ  और यह फिर र्ारत का सब से  गमभ स्थ ान  बना।
Reporting Agency Press Trust of India, New Delhi, May 21.

ररपोफटिंग एर्ेंसी प्र स टरस्ट  ऑ ि  इंफिया, नई फद ल्ल ी, 21मई।
Main Institution India Meteorological Department, IMD.

प्रमुख  सं स्थ ा र्ारत मौसम फिज्ञान फिर्ाग, IMD।
Highest Temperature Banda, Uttar Pradesh: 47.6°C.

सिाभफिक  तापमान बांदा, उत्तर प्र दे श: 47.6°C।
Type of Warning IMD issued Red Warning for next three days and Orange Warning thereafter.

चे तािनी का प्रकार IMD ने  अ गले तीन फदनों के  फलए रेड  वार्न िंग और उस के  बाद ऑ रेंज  वार्न िंग र्ारी की।
UP Government Response CM Yogi Adityanath directed officials to ensure vigilance in relief and rescue operations.

UP सरकार की प्रफतफिया मुख्य मं त्री योगी आफद त्य नाथ ने  राहत और बचाि कायों में सतकभता के  फन दे श फदए।



Red Warning Meaning Highest level of weather alert; means “take action.”

रेि िाफनिंग का अ थभ मौसम चेतािनी का उच्च तम स्तर; इसका अ थभ है “काररवाई करें।”

Affected States
Uttar Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Haryana, Uttarakhand, Jammu & Kashmir, Delhi, 
Punjab, Madhya Pradesh.

प्रर्ाफित राज्य उत्तर प्र दे श, फहमाचल प्र दे श, हररयाणा, उत्तराखं ि, र् म्म -क श्म ीर, फद ल्ल ी, पंर्ाब, मध्य  प्र दे श।

Main Weather 
Condition

Heatwave to severe heatwave conditions in different regions.

मुख्य  मौसम स्थस्थफत क ई क्षत्रों में हीटिेि से  लेकर गंर्ीर हीटिेि की स्थस्थफत।

Cause Mentioned
Absence of active weather system, clear sky, dry weather, hot winds, and subsidence 
linked to anticyclone over central India.

कारण सफिय मौसम प्रणाली की अ नु पस्थस्थफत, साि  आ काश, शु ष्क  मौसम, गमभ हिाएं और मध्य  
र्ारत पर एंटी-साइक्लोन से  र् डा subsidence।

Role of Anticyclone
Anticyclone over central India in middle troposphere enhanced heat conditions in 
UP.

एंटी-साइक्लोन की
र्फमका मध्य  टरोपोस्फ ीयर में मध्य  र्ारत पर बने  एंटी-साइक्लोन ने  UP में गममी  ब़ााई।













Thank you ☺


