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— Cong. leaders held after sit-in at PM’s home
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Cong. leaders held after sit-in at PM’s home

Rahul leads march by party, other Opposition
leaders to PM’s home amid anti-govt. protests

Sobhana K. Nair

NEW DELHI

he principal Oppo-
T sition party, the

Congress, on Tues-
day took the leadership of
the anti-government agita-
tion protesting the spate of
paper leaks and seeking
education reform, with the
Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha, Rahul
Gandhi, leading a party
contingent to Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi's door-
step. They were accompa-
nied by other top
Opposition leaders, includ-
ing Samajwadi Party presi-
dent Akhilesh Yadav.

Taken by surprise, the
Delhi Police scurried into
action, leading to a show-
down between the two
sides.

Three hours into the sit-
in and after a failed at-
tempt to negotiate with the
MPs, the police forcibly
cleared the area and de-
tained several leaders, in-
cluding Mr. Gandhi, who
resisted by lying flat on the
road, Mr. Yadav, and Waya-
nad MP Priyanka Gandhi,

“Modiji, try every pres-
sure, exert all your might -
this fight for justice for stu-

People regroup
at CJP protest
site once again

NEW DELHI

Thousands of people
regrouped at the Cockroach
Janta Party protest site at
Jantar Mantar here by Tuesday
afternoon. Security forces had
almost cleared the area a day
before in a crackdown which
reportedly used shock batons
and pellet guns on civilians in a
first such instance in Delhi.
From only about 200-300
people in the morming, the
crowd swelled to thousands by
evening, Hundreds more
gathered outside entrances to

the protest site. » PAGE S

dents will not stop or be
halted,” Mr. Gandhi posted
on X, while being detained
at  Chattrasal Stadium.
Speaking to The Hindu
from the same location,
Congress general secretary
(organisation) K.C. Venu-
gopal said that in the last
two days, the Modi govern-
ment’s real face had been
exposed. “This is the be-
ginning of the end of the
Modi regime,” he said.

-
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Centre sends emissaries to hold talks with MPs;
the talks fail and ultimately police clear the area

Prime Minister’s residence on Tuesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

“Yesterday, the police
attacked students and to-
day they manhandled the
Leader of Opposition him-
self,” Mr. Venugopal said.

MPs detained

The Congress MPs were
detained at different loca-
tions in the capital before
being released late on
Tuesday night. Earlier,
Congress  Parliamentary
Party chairperson Sonia

Gandhi reached Mandir
Marg police station where
Ms. Vadra had been de-
tained with others as Con-
gress workers held prot-
ests outside, Earlier, while
being carried away by the
police, Ms. Vadra shouted,
“Narendra Modi is a
coward.”

Meanwhile, a day after
the Delhi police cleared
Jantar Mantar, the protes-
ters continued to pour in at

the venue. By evening, the
crowd had swelled, spilling
over to the roads radiating
from the protest site.
Minister of State in the
Prime Minister's Office Ji-
tender Singh and Home Se-
cretary Govind Mohan
were deputed as emissar-
ies to negotiate with the
Congress leadership and
spoke to Mr. Gandhi. Dr.
Singh accused Mr. Gandhi
of shifting the “goalposts”

Reach out to the
youth, Modi tells
MPs in alliance

NEW DELHI

A day after the crackdown on
protesters taking out a march
over the NEET question paper
leak, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday told NDA MPs
that his government had taken
“strict action” against those
involved in the leak. Ensuring
leak-free examinations was a
“national responsibility” and
not a matter for party politics,
he said and appealed to the
MPs to maintain a positive
outreach and “guide and help®
youngsters with regard to their
aspirations. » PAGE 4

and said that he was in the
“mood for conflict”. The
Minister alleged that Mr.
Gandhi and other Con-
gress leaders had initially
said they would vacate the
area if the government
agreed to a detailed debate
on the recent spate of pap-
er leaks. However, they la-
ter added the resignation
of Union Education Minis-
ter Dharmendra Pradhan
as a non-negotiable de-

Detained leaders released at night; “This is the
beginning of the end of Modi regime’, says Cong.

mand, Dr. Singh said.

The Congress denied
the Minister’s allegations,
insisting that Mr. Gandhi
had made four demands:
the resignation of Mr. Prad-
han; Delhi Police officials
who “attacked” students to
be held accountable and
the Prime Minister to make
a statement on Monday's
events; debate on the issue
in Parliament; and drop-
ping of all charges against
the protesters picked up by
Delhi Police on Monday.

Escalating strategy
According to  sources,
plans for the final march
were kept under wraps un-
til the last minute. All Con-
gress MPs were asked to
gather at Mr. Kharge's resi-
dence at 10 Rajaji Marg for
his 84th birthday at 3:00
p-m. for “cake cutting”. On
reaching the Congress pre-
sident’s residence, Mr.
Gandhi informed the as-
sembled MPs that they
would march to the rear
entrance of the Prime Mi-
nister’s residence, about
100 metres away. Without
waiting for a response
from them, he set off on
foot, with the MPs
following.




Protester suffers injuries from
pellet guns; shock batons used

This is the first known case of security forces using pellet guns, shock batons on civilians in national capital; doctors

say pellets below eyes removed, but one lodged in neck may need another surgery; police deny use, call reports false’

Ashna Butani
Vijaita Singh

NEW DELHI

t least one of the 80
Aprotesters injured

in police action
during the Monday march
to Parliament called by the
Cockroach Janta Party sus-
tained pellet gun injuries,
according to a source at La-
dy Hardinge Medical Col-
lege, where the victim is
undergoing treatment.

A friend of the protester,
identified as Shaikh Irshad
Mansoori, 25, told The Hin-
du that Mr. Mansoori was
hit near Palika Bazaar in
Connaught Place by a Ra-
pid Action Force (RAF) ja-
wan in uniform.

This appears to be the
first known instance of se-
curity forces using pellet
guns on civilians in Delhi.
A video of a woman being
stunned by a shock baton
also emerged on Tuesday.
This is the first known case
of shock batons, which
emanate mild electric
shock, being used in Delhi.

Pellets guns and shock
batons are part of the

Injuries similar to those made by pellet guns seen on a man who
was reportedly at the march on Monday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

claiming that police forces

RAF's gear, the anti-riot un-
it under the Central Re-
serve Police Force (CRPF),
which was deployed along-
side the Delhi Police on
Monday in and around Jan-
tar Mantar during the prot-
est demanding the resigna-
tion of Union Education
Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan.

While the CRPF did not
comment, in response to a
video shared by CJP’s Sau-
rav Das on X showing Mr.
Mansoori’s wounds, Depu-
ty Commissioner of Police,
New Delhi, said, “Reports

are using pellet guns
against peaceful protesters
are completely false and
misleading. The public is
strongly advised not to
share or circulate unveri-
fied content. Please verify
facts from official sources
before posting or forward-
ing any information.”

Previous use

The pellets fired from
guns, which penetrate the
skin when sprayed from a
distance, were last known
to have been used during

the 2024 farmers’ protest
at Khanauri and Shambhu
border along the Punjab-
Haryana boundary.
Though the police had de-
nied the use of pellet guns
then, farm leaders had al-
leged that several persons
were injured. In 2023, the
guns were used against
protesters in ethnic-strife
torn Manipur leading to a
huge public outrage. In the
past, pellet guns have been
used in Jammu & Kashmir
during the 2016 unrest
leaving several people par-
tially or fully blind.

During the day, Mr
Mansoori underwent sur-
gery to remove the pellets
lodged in the upper part
his body. “His surgery was
successful and the pellets
below his eyes were re-
moved, but one in his neck
could not be removed as it
was close to a blood vessel.
He might require another
surgery for the same,” the
source said.

According to a source at
the hospital, the number of
injured increased through
the evening and went up to
83, which included both ci-

vilians and police officers.
The source added that
another protester was
shifted to AIIMS with an
eye injury, which was also
likely due to pellets. A prot-
ester, aged 15, who sus-
tained other injuries, was
shifted to Kalawati Saran
Children’s Hospital.

At noon on Tuesday, Un-
ion Health Minister J.P.
Nadda visited the hospital
and met Mr. Mansoori. A
friend who was signing off
on his hospital consent
forms, said, “There are
around 30-40 injuries on
his face and all over his
body.”

The friend added that
when Mr. Nadda asked him
why he was at the protest
venue, Mr. Mansoori told

him that “issues in the edu-
cation  system”  had
brought him there.

A 2l-year-old woman,
Sakshi, who was severely
injured in police action,
was admitted in a critical
condition at the ICU of
Ram Manohar Lohia Hospi-
tal. Her family members
said she was in better con-
dition than a day ago.



What are pellet guns?

Feature

Weapon type

Purpose

Potential injuries

Risk

Description

Fires multiple small metal pellets instead of a single bullet.

Marketed as a "less-lethal" crowd-control weapon.

Skin penetration, eye injuries, permanent blindness, internal injuries, infection, and

occasionally death depending on range and impact.

Pellets spread over a wide area, making it difficult to target only specific individuals.

What are shock batons?

Feature

Definition

Purpose

Reported effect

Controversy

Details

Hand-held batons capable of delivering an electric shock.

Used by some security agencies for self-defence or restraining individuals.

Temporary pain, muscle contraction, and incapacitation.

Their use on civilians during crowd control is highly debated because of potential
misuse and human rights concerns.



Why is this significant?
The article claims that, if verified:

Allegation Significance

Pellet guns used on civilians in Delhi Would be the first publicly reported instance of such use in the
national capital.

Shock batons used on protesters Would also represent the first reported use on civilians in Delhi.

These claims were disputed by the police.

Police response

Delhi Police categorically denied the allegations.
According to the report, police stated:

e reports regarding pellet guns are false,

¢ no such weapons were used,

e people should not circulate unverified information,
» official information should be relied upon.

The CRPF, whose personnel were also deployed, reportedly did not comment in the article.



Year

2016

2023

2024

Location

Jammu & Kashmir

Manipur

Punjab-Haryana border

Context

Pellet guns were widely used during
unrest, resulting in many eye
injuries and cases of partial or
complete blindness.

Allegations of pellet gun use during
ethnic violence led to public
criticism.

Farmers alleged pellet gun use
during protests; police denied the
allegation.



THE NDU

Wetteurdo, Iy 22, 2034
CHEMMAL

aa et ateid 1 posk

gl
llnn whir exchanlon from i electoral
VU ORI U ICn i LTkl

et
nl 10 voun. T COURT Wk (e poneding 1o Weat

Hhvatin
ve Jviaio
Mot wankilsl Do

> Tive Bidsemram

[ e

Al BOVEEINOL Orde e, lesied In May-June,
wel woltars bunwin and
o

ofclal cante tll‘

. T
W ligilidie Fi st

wellare l-—nam- el -vulmu-(m- ey u-—
May |

ideie. A

UL 0 Canh A

thay hadt Ilod Wlll bull" lhll ‘"k !

okl ik

st b e

fow from the Putdic l‘lllﬂhul‘oﬂ

M, the M
ool

Wik

hulun

oy
el wpnet 18 16 o s

et Ov WAy
deckded o roveriry wniel can-
1 AR Wi
atrima Ik 9ok dadated ek cha rall

el

[
ullllmn Wy |:|unll|

i o
b, v ol sbarnehiy, Thie

an wallere Immmm

Building an Atmanirbhar philanthropy ecosystem

el s b e Aanihue tape Inu
l Ui o han
Prany e Dol mm
it lmulv
Wt
~ han grown urmliy md T fnr AL -nunul

L AE

mv-uu Il mk AT, A ey .uumuou
about v
White tnilliocia of tndilans are -mdnm he 4 bl

m

s kuts oty il s, syste
Ivantiiw i prlaie un- Y
v faww (LI, Al " b el
el e ety (e m-p.uu-un Ak
CPEIA) fabrs 1 i il T it
it albcuss Tocugn it thais 2 olaahe (0
iy welleuliaon

The ¢ wrvwrgeies
[RSER)

-
pl\ihluhlvpk ‘hiruire
v princtple should not be controversial.

vy 4 AT oAgh a3 Bk HOBS T rlaht and e | Amb Coandea
©
AT 16, Thee 1t o-Feuady

r-l e Uriinect Chanira P

ACHIV FURA FaMIALEATION. FOrwgin cor

Dave anianives daulilod oves e docade, from
ALAIE ER0,006 s 10 Fiing £24,000 crore.
»lmu Naa ok Do starved of isoney fram
-

Tl thue ook st e vt
Thoer bl Datnggn s ) svron, Essiaustbe pretviie
o smaewi s TN LRIy cavm iy

Vorter
e
nily sarolted s vorel

and muluhllnwwurd W"V'-'m
a POrsOn's Wame from the

Bok the abwys

vty wersdo, 418 L Esie wisliabed e v
hibsorvn: I ot 1 alhlares o
i, this

e iy 150 4 I
L Fr U St 10

il POl 10 OUWE MAPOFEs Of T I = wpe

whectyy
clally mitulutarics bonwfis -
Iy bw b SiR lulklluu

e Tt ey s
L e T

0

ponka Thet lnrjude
nm e upply to sl
chtvenr alike. Chunn «f
w-lfl debive

uml COMINON 208w

M bath

ol
Th Cour duny

" mu--.l Vol v
ik

hoarmahi
o v Hothout tialy w -r—.«m.u.-. o

.u-u vl

" Ak Al

unhmul num-n riehts
IHRene aivd non-
mlh A tnrgeied

octure

Y can contrbute (o bater govar-
et ot take Jeave o

Toghe

Political minefields

st

an wmm n-u‘-uol
Senrmor's nlmq-.
ng
vul:] 1t wite, howeve u. "
cor 10 WoSD ANy M
E:llnuu‘:w

W

bt e
la-lI- o el bl
onl lima, Hhaireon

4 1Inndunlm-m with the

s Taid g st o of
I doarn froam Mr.
hour

won o
VICIONY In 2024 wllh Junt A of the rmulu

b\nl » lanneintiohe -
and lud more 1o do

o vion

u- Tow eassgg Vsl v ip
Al

Lo na
B ey b 1k

ol

I, a i

[ORTRTA

e
VGl bnbs o g TV, iy

P
hmduul A to u'.u sfard i, ‘ard up er

b 1B frva e g Il
|ullu'|ul oy

acconting 1o the Ml D
.‘g:ﬂ il MI‘ i " U dmkdwﬂ
uly piuanitieony Ia Sanvind s
TARUN A 0 EIOW GO wealth cro
Cotnui (0 Jox giving “Fu of wealth mwunhhl;l
nw conurs of gruvley Indinn phibaniiropy hie

e i thie wraad i Sarsdalulpy of o

Penwsiie

Coanvutbion. A sarsall b of ierisstbons et Indiin
Wolaywed bunwwiln, Wi presmeeaisig i, o lwlhml-mnh
B e TR T Y S

nal
(Bhm 17AIIION Al exprimed Tvrw WLy ti
AR L PEOPUr et MY OCIRNLAN IS Opr il
WL ot ary gover ance, ot had
AITIANE 08 WORe Wil (s g1oagm whiose
cLmUrMAcON had HOC K ace Wit Fiking

.u- P R
u-l-u gl v 4 (3r e shumnbenss w1
A Wnishadty et Sk Irebcloss, ok 6
Ultamately Reams 8 Rpris nmu cm o
it Cunfiedene

OCIl sector can mlhﬁ Il’w Ilnll l‘lﬂl\ |I MIW
Anthie Al of pmhmmvw. LU s curmency

Dutzar, mot
blllal
ot An Aﬂmm

Iunm nul Just
mmw I shon

Fhrrgngrene s 2RO% ot 0o T ki s G AR
e wnel Ararn's VRS UEWGE stovissoste
o e whinlosale. 1w b

u- O .l-.lu- -

o
e a-’ﬂm o i, wenatd et g -dmu'" e ko
IUMHI."I].’ ll:"\ﬂl!‘ |lln How o

s the onor

R Ty e I
.mwﬂy. ik vanh A ﬂuu-wh bl
0 wligilad
nlu- o wuu ALY g e STy .n.l a

ks abbegronsal wikilinw oo, may, v i
v-ln B0 et mm- gon il i) uumoy Taaltion
& ot poweriul wis o
unlnd( Mnuk_ rﬂhmlnm& c wnml

I Daxe froatler, ov 1-01 horkean, t w

md-m the Imn Irwdin now has ovar 220 miflion
et pecoune, widapread II‘ Inwaunq lml
V113 h wavary Imrc Loty 4P MiAvnte )

Jran iyt als ooy wades. 1 wwony &
Srve TI00, THOO wi 1,600 4 0

Ivnih Crsiatomd gl platicon v, salibioins of

Ulthavs wuum h Sativa oy n-nnm.lvuu

ey
2,0 phatfoem nd--- - r-n.-.-.u-.qu w -mwm
CompIanCe e move twaris
-ul-mlmm

e TOMA'S adimbrsdot el
lml' ther -‘n‘ Maryer ,'ll: I b by

|bll|-llllun|w WOORYMEnL Biebhas giving ha
vty Trax, & twlkalio on sn.-un

e, (v oty
el wﬁ- we

M o for ll\t‘ll o
bty rlkl For Hinane ll
nithornd platform nll

i) "!ml.h rl-ll 1I-I-|

-nl Whit My
mnw

I
ol Dimvoeti pdiatie

"n' whind
o familion,

o Iy Wil Wil
iy of Blgh ses w-ml'

o Thot b
v bbby

pia
Ve -a....l.- any Al )
Vst

e ——p—
fnsghenlaely ok revmatvl, Mty ot aral dhom
AR OF W, D e Liedia appronchien

)
aver e conbing aqm wid whars
|-uhcy uw\ Iu ot

I.llndl':'x A n-wl-ant ;ﬁ "mm y‘m .I’"ll‘t' i
pletlanthng Ax i narional It o "
Fibsan Medenn KOSE Aves vkibiy Hsttieat ."‘...m...
rveere/oo i Gt a1 O ki ision] grista

" I PRy T

Tl s puatiry 16 alder Anwoih Stiaflngd rtl ~ st
ORI S v e s, o

eV lopuIIaL, 1ot shapo bt
WA AT, 10 U w0, b 1t BT uly 1o regulee
foreign phdlan wall h Io hwld @ counry
whre 1 wi

g Wy roctal
el -I nlu«l wied

o

i s

abharm ainselivens
Tiaat 8 ke prisinian of an Atweudchluar

[, e, W

Dt vlsagrier o P torhdpeyobin
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What India’s young people are saying about families

sk a grandmother in India what has

changed since her time, and she will not

talk to you about fertility rates, She will
talk about her granddaughter, who finished
college, has a city job, and is in no hurry to start a
family. She will say it with pride and concern in
the same breath, a blend the data reflects too.

The UNFPA survey

On World Population Day this year (July 11),
UNFPA released the Demographic Futures
Survey, the largest study of its kind, with over
1,08,000 young adults surveyed across 73
countries. It asked a simple question: not
whether young people still wanted partnership
and family, but what stood between them and it.
(This year, India’s Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare set the theme, “Healthy Timing and
Spacing of Pregnancies” or HTSP, a reminder that
at the heart of every demographic number is a
question of choice: whether young people can
decide, freely and on their own timeline, when
and how to build their families.)

India’s fertility rate has settled at two children
per woman, below the replacement level of 2.1.
Some will hear that and reach for words like
“baby bust” or “population crisis”. At UNFPA, we
see something else entirely. This is not a warning
sign but the outcome of sustained government
investment across decades, in girls’ education,
the National Health Mission, and expanding
contraceptive choice and maternal health
services. The share of young women married
before 18 years has fallen from 23.3% to 20.1% in
just the last few years. That is a policy
achievement India’s institutions can rightly take
credit for.

But numbers tell more than one story at once,
and if we stop at the good news, we miss what
young India is trying to say.

Ask young people directly, and most want
what generations before them wanted. Across the

UNFPA

Representative in
India and part of
Team UN in India

Young Indians
still want
families, but the
conditions they
seek reveal their
aspirations,
anxieties,

and changing
realities

country, four in 10 women and a third of men say
that two children is their ideal family size. The
Demographic Futures Survey found the same
pattern across countries: young people are not
turning away from family life; they are asking
whether the conditions exist to build it. So why
the hesitation here? When we ask young couples
what stands between them and the life they
picture, the answers are almost always practical.
Money comes first, cited by nearly four in 10.
Then housing. Then job security. Then a very
simple, human worry: how well can we care for
our children?

That last question falls on one set of shoulders
far more than another. Young women in India
spend over five hours a day on unpaid housework
and caregiving; young men spend about half an
hour. Only 15 in every 100 young women are in
paid work, compared to 55 in every 100 young
men. These are not merely statistics. They help
explain why so many capable young women feel
that they must choose between a career and a
family, when no one should have to choose at all.

The climate change issue
There is a newer worry layered on top of the old
ones. The survey found that nearly all young
people say climate change is disrupting their
lives, and about half say it affects their peace of
mind. Nearly half of young Indians also report
being very worried about conflict, economic
insecurity and environmental risk all at once,
among the higher rates recorded anywhere. Add
high youth unemployment and a mental health
conversation that is only beginning in many
Indian households, and a fuller picture emerges.
This is not a generation rejecting parenthood. It is
a generation asking, quite reasonably, whether
the ground beneath it is steady enough to build
on.

India is also marked by inter-State disparity.
Bihar’s fertility rate stands at 2.7, while Sikkim’s is

just 1.0. Kerala, Delhi and Tamil Nadu have long
settled below the replacement level, while Bihar,
Uttar Pradesh and Jharkhand are still catching up.
These differences show that India’s demographic
transition is unfolding at different speeds across
States, and that no single national policy can fully
address every State's realities.

Responding to youth aspiration
The UNFPA’s partnership with the Indian
government and communities is aimed at
translating what young people are telling us into
practical support: high-quality, affordable and
accessible childcare; families that share
caregiving more equally; continued investment in
stable, dignified work for young people entering
the labour force; and greater attention to youth
mental health, including climate anxiety, in
conversations about family and the future. The
private sector also has a vital role to play through
parental leave, flexible work arrangements and
family-friendly workplaces that enable young
people to balance work and caregiving. The
UNFPA has a unique role in the United Nations
development system as a leader in data
collection, population dynamics and
evidence-based policymaking. The Demographic
Futures Survey shows how population data can
and must be deployed to help countries
unlgersumd, plan for and adapt to demographic
shifts.

India is home to 255 million young people aged
15 to 24 years, the largest generation this country,
or perhaps any country, has ever raised. This is
India’s demographic dividend, a window of
opportunity that will not remain open
indefinitely. The choices we make today will
determine whether this generation can fully
realise its potential before that window begins to
close. Young Indians are not walking away from
the idea of family. They are waiting for the
conditions that would let them say yes to it fully.




Aspect

Survey

Countries covered

Respondents

Purpose

Main finding

Detalls

UNFPA Demographic Futures Survey
(released on World Population Day — 11

July)
73 countries

Over 1,08,000 young adults

Understand young people's views on
marriage, parenthood, and fertility
decisions.

Most young people still aspire to have
families, but practical barriers delay
those plans.



Does this mean India faces a population crisis?

The article says No.
Instead, it argues this decline reflects:

* better education,

» improved maternal healthcare,

» greater access to contraception,
 women marrying later,

* increased freedom to choose family size.

These are viewed as outcomes of long-term social development rather than signs of crisis.

What do young Indians actually want?

The survey finds that young people are not rejecting marriage or parenthood.

Ideal Family Size

Response Finding
Women About 40% prefer two children
Men About 33% prefer two children

Thus, the preferred family size remains moderate rather than very small.



Why are young people delaying marriage or children?

The article says the reasons are practical, not ideological.

Concern Importance
Financial stability Highest concern
Affordable housing Major issue
Secure employment Major issue
Ability to raise children well Major concern
Work-life balance Important
Childcare support Important

Young couples first ask:

"Can we afford to raise children?"

rather than

"Do we want children?"



Gender Inequality

One of the strongest sections discusses the unequal burden of caregiving.

Time spent on unpaid work

Category Average unpaid work/day
Young women More than 5 hours

Young men About 30 minutes
Employment

Category Paid employment
Young women 15%

Young men 55%

This imbalance means many women feel forced to choose between:

e career,
o family.

The article argues that no one should have to make that choice.



Climate Change and Mental Health

The survey finds that today's youth are also influenced by broader global challenges.

Issue Survey Finding

Climate change Nearly 50% say it is disrupting their lives.

Mental peace About half say climate concerns affect their peace of mind.
Economic insecurity High concern.

Conflict and wars Significant concern.

Youth unemployment Major factor affecting life planning.

The article suggests these overlapping anxieties make young people more cautious about starting
families.



State

Approximate Fertility Rate (TFR)

Bihar 2.7
Sikkim 1.0
Kerala Below replacement level
Tamil Nadu Below replacement level
Delhi Below replacement level

Uttar Pradesh

Jharkhand

Still above replacement level

Above replacement level



What should governments do?

The article recommends policies that make family formation easier rather than encouraging higher birth

rates directly.

Area

Childcare
Employment
Housing

Gender equality
Workplace reforms
Mental health

Women

Recommendation

Affordable, high-quality childcare services

Stable jobs with decent wages

Affordable housing for young families

Equal sharing of caregiving responsibilities

Flexible work arrangements and parental leave

Better support for young people

Improve labour-force participation and career opportunities
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For the first time, undergraduate enrolments decline in India
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For the first time, undergraduate enrolments decline in India

AISHE reports released after a prolonged delay show a drop in students enrolled in undergrad courses, particularly in States such as Maharashtra and UP.

| DATA POINT l

Sambavl Parthasarathy
Pon Vasanth B.A.

ven as issues around educa-
tion have momentarily ta-
ken centre-stage amid the
protests led by the Cockroach Jan-
ta Party and activist Sonam Wang-
chuk, the reports of the All India
Survey on Higher Education
(AISHE) for two years released to-
gether after a prolonged defay by
the Union Ministry of Education
(MoE) has largely gone unnoticed,
Importantly, the strange trend
that has gone unreported is the in-
explicable decline in the total
number of students enrofled in un-
dergraduate courses across the
country. Such a decline has hap-
pened for the first time ever since
the Union started pa-
blishing AISHE reports from 2011
in the government’s own
words, AISHE “serves as the prim-
ary source of official statistics on
higher education in India and pro-
vides critical Insighes for policy for-
mulation, planning, and monitor-
ing of the sector”. Yet, the MoE
inordinately delayed the release of
these reports, The AISHE report
for 2021-22 had a delayed release
in January 2024. More than two
vears later, the Ministry released
the reports for 2022-23 and 2023-
24 together earlier this month
without much fanfare,
The total enrolment in higher
education, which include under-
graduate

increased by 3.7 lakh (0.8%) In
202324 compared to 202223,
which is the Jowest-ever increase.
However, the number of students
enrolled in undergraduate cours-
es, who account for over 75% of all
enrolments, declined by 93,000
(0.27%) in the same period (Chart
1). This is despite the fact that the
vouth population in the eligible
age group saw an increase, along
with an increase in the number of
Higher Education Institutions

M Gl

(HEls) that participated in AISHE,
which went up from 56,180 in
2022-23 10 59,533 In 2023-24.
Neither the 202324 report,
which played up the marginal in-
crease in Gross Enrolment Ratio
from 29.5 to 30, nor the Minister
for Education Dharmendra Prad-
han, who cited the report to high-
light the increased enrolment of
female students in STEM courses,
have offered an explanation for
this decline, Interestingly, the de-
cline is seen only among male stu-
dents since the number of female
students enrolled in undergrad-
uate courses saw an increase alth-
ough they were fewer in numbers
than the males. The enrolment of
male students dropped by 2.2%
between 2022-23 and 202324
while that of female students in-

~ Maharashtra (-6%) and Uttar Pra-
desh (-3%) — accounted for the
highest drop in undergraduate en-
rolments (Chart 3). While the
chart shows only 10 States with the
highest number of enrolments,
several other States such as Jammu
and Kashmir and West Bengal saw
steep falls in undergraduate enrol-
ments by 13% and 8% respectively.
Delhi, a major hub for education,
registered a decline of 6%.

The States that saw declines ac-
counted for a drop of over six lakh
enrolments, The overall decline in
the country would have been far
higher, if not for the increase re-
ported in few other States such as
Tamil Nadu, Bihar, Karnataka and
Odisha. Tamil Nadu In particular
recorded the highest increase of
1.6 lakh, which is more than the
1.53 lakh decline reported in Uttar
Pradesh, The later In particular
saw a sharp decline in undergrad-
uate enrolments, accompanied by
an almost similar increase in enrol-
ments in Diploma courses - a
trend not noticed in other major
States (Chart 5).

Programme type-wise analysis
showed that the decline was in
Arts, Sciences, and Commerce
(Chart 4).

Unexplained drop

Data for the charts were sourced from All Indla Survey on Higher Education (AISHE) reports redeased by the Ministy of Education,
With inputs from Gaui Singavarapu, Gandia Sneha and Sachin Swaraj, who are interning with The Mindu's Data team

CHART 11 This chart shows the overall enrolment and enrol
ment in undergraduate {UG) courses. UG enrolments declined
for the first time in 2023.24. Value within hrackets &5 GER
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CHART 3: This chart shows the changes in student
enrolments in UG courses in the 10 States with highest
number of éncolments. Tamil Nadu's sharp increase offset

the cverall decline in UG enrolments
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Unexplained drop

Data for the charts were sourced from All India Survey on Higher Education (AISHE) reports released by the Ministy of Education.
With inputs from Gauri Singavarapu, Gandla Sneha and Sachin Swaraj, who are interning with The Hindu's Data team

CHART 1: This chart shows the overall enrolment and enrol-
ment in undergraduate (UG) courses. UG enrolments declined
for the first time in 2023-24. Value within brackets is GER
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CHART 3: This chart shows the changes in student
enrolments in UG courses in the 10 States with highest
number of enrolments. Tamil Nadu’s sharp increase offset
the overall decline in UG enrolments
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CHART 5: Uttar Pradesh was a standout case, where the
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The latest AISHE reports reveal a historic decline in undergraduate (UG) enrolments in India during
2023-24, marking the first fall since AISHE began publishing data in 2011.

While overall higher education enrolment continued to grow slightly, the decline in UG admissions—the

segment that accounts for over 75% of all higher education students—is a major concern.

Key Highlights

Indicator 2022-23
Overall Higher Education Enrolment ~4.47 crore
Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) 30.0
UG Enrolment ~3.46 crore
Higher Education Institutions (AISHE 56,180
reporting)

Main Finding

Higher education overall is still expanding.
Undergraduate admissions are shrinking for the first time.

2023-24

4.50 crore

30.2

3.45 crore

59,633

Change @)

+0.8% (=3.7 lakh)
P
-93,000 (-0.27%)

2y



Why is this important?

UG programmes constitute over 75% of India's higher education system.
A decline in UG admissions can eventually affect:

» skilled workforce availability,
» postgraduate admissions,

e research ecosystem,

e employability,

e demographic dividend.

Trend Since 2012

Category Trend

Overall enrolment Continuous increase

UG enrolment Grew steadily until 2022-23, then declined in 2023-24

The decline is unusual because:

* India's youth population remains large,
e the number of colleges has increased,
e the GER has continued to rise.



Male vs Female Enrolment
One of the most striking findings:
Category

Male students

Female students

Interpretation

Trend

Declined by about 2.2%

Increased by about 1.8%

The fall in UG enrolment is entirely driven by a decline in male admissions.

This continues the broader trend of improving female participation in higher education.

State-wise Impact

The decline is concentrated in a few large states.

State

Maharashtra

Uttar Pradesh

Jammu & Kashmir

Waest Bengal

Delhi

Change in UG Enrolment

-6%

-3%

Significant decline

Significant decline

About -6%

Together, Maharashtra and Uttar Pradesh account for most of the national decline.



States that Offset the Decline

Some states continued to record strong growth.

State Growth

Tamil Nadu Highest increase (about 1.6 lakh students)
Bihar Increase

Karnataka Increase

Odisha Increase

Without these gains, the national decline would have been much larger.

Programme-wise Analysis

Among the largest undergraduate streams:

Programme Trend

Arts Declined

Science Declined

Commerce Declined

Engineering & Technology Nearly stable/slight decline
Medical Sciences Slight increase

The biggest traditional disciplines—Arts, Science, and Commerce—experienced the most noticeable
reductions.



Possible Reason

Growth of skill-based education

Competitive exams

Employment preferences

Demographic changes

Migration

Economic constraints

Explanation

Students opting for diplomas, ITls, apprenticeships, or
vocational courses.

Many students spend one or more gap years
preparing for exams such as NEET, JEE, UPSC, SSC, etc.

Some youth enter the workforce earlier instead of
pursuing a degree.

Fertility decline in some states gradually reduces the
college-age population.

More students pursuing education abroad or through
online platforms.

Rising costs of higher education may delay or
discourage enrolment.
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Will India’s plastic notes be a better alternative?
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Will India’s plastic notes be a better alternative?

EXPLAINER
V.
CHMENNAL
India, which is among the
five largest economies of

in place a full serfes of its
denominations and as ma-
ny as 60 nations use such

plementation since the ord-

rived from petroleum and
natural gas, a sector with
direct correlation to envi-
ronmental concerns.

Although polymer cur-

found that the production

cost alone was 20-24% of

the currency’s value for
denominations.

say lower replacement fre
quency can justify the
higher production cost,
U0 and 120 notes see the
highest frequency of han-
dling and physical deterio-

tentially deliver large life-
cycle savings in these low-
er denominations , even
though they are not the lar-
gest by value since the
500 note has consistently
been the single most wide-
ly circulated denomination
in India over the last five
years, both by volume and
by value, as per RBI anmual
reports.

Sustainability concerns
centered around higher in-
itial carbon footprint, plas-
tic waste disposal and the
need for specialised recy-
cling facilities even as a
previous study commis
stoned by the RBI and con-
ducted by The Energy and
Resources Institute found
that the extended clreuls-
tion lifespan will stand in
good stead as fewer notes
would need to be muanufac-

Key queries

The logic behind RBI's kat-
st move to revive the plas-
fic currency comes at a

lmmm Plastsc bankrotes may slso beumthev mmnhe than cotton-paper ones.. GETTY MAGES

time when India the coun-
try is fast going less cash-
intensive and digital tran-
sactions expo-
nentially. While the stand
of both the RBI and the go-
vernment may seem justi-
fiable, some certain quer
fes stay remain
unanswered

maghlyn&ﬁho(domeﬂk
consumption even as ma-
Jar domestic players as Re-
liance Industries and In-
dian O Corporation are
undertaking major capaci-
ty expansion simed at scal-
:;; capacity significantly

Semndy, why at a time
when digital payments are
booming? The Unified Pay-
ments Interface (UPT) now
processes  more  than
24,000 crore transactions

annually, accounting for
85% of reail digital pay-
ments, while currency-to-
GDP ratlo (the percentage
of total cash in circulation
relative to GDP), which had
hit a bow of 8.7% in two de-
cades during demonetisa-
ton in 2016-17, has stayed
above 1%, reflecting a
structural shift in payment
behaviour.

The monetary system's
dichotomy or currency de-

crore a decade earlier. This

In India, data on the cost of
printing banknotes Is not
available per denomina-
tion but the RBI provides
the cost of security print-
ing as part of its income
statement in the annual re-
ports, which show that the
aggregate on
printing currency was
25,101 crore in FY2023-24,
16,373 crore in FY2024-25

and W87 crore in
FY2025-26, Moreover, In-

vending

chines and banknote pro-
cessing may re-
quire  recalibration o
handle notes,
Commercial banks, cash
logistics firms and retailers
would  Encur  transition
costs initially.

A research paper in the
International Journal of
Economics found the cost
almost doubled in lead up
to the period of demoneti-
sation (2016), driven by the

X500 and 2,000) to re
place al! prior series of the
same denomination in cir-
culation. Since demonetl-
sation, ¥200 has also been
issued, leading to an In-
crease in the cost of print-
ing banknotes.

Average cost per note
printed, it noted, follows a
similar pattern, rising from
1.5 pre-2016 to 22,7 during
demonetisation and reset-
ting to pre-demonetisa-
tion levels as of 2019 sug-
gesting marginal costs of
printing currency in India
may not always decrease
with increased supply.

Historical pers|
RBI first mooted in 2009 1o
introduce 100 crove 0

polymer banknotes. In
2012, the Ministry of Fi-
nance informed the Parlia:
ment the notes would be
introduced on a pilot basis

The primary objective
wias to increase the shelf
life but the project was
shelved due to technologi-
cal challenges.

In 2013 and 20, the
Parfiament was informed
that the Government re-
mained committed to the
pllot project, ufter which
the project apparently
went silent because of de-
monetisstion and its ap-
purtenant costs, including
in printing new serfes.

‘What next?

Bharatiya Reserve Bank
Note Mudran has now ln-
vited eligible domestic and
international manufactur-
ers to submit bids by Au-
gust 18 for manufacturing
opacified polymer

sub-
strate sheets designed for

and maintenance costs re-
main a small proportion of
its purchasing power. It is
not about choosing bet-
ween paper and plaulc;

mains in circulation des-
pite the UPI revolution.

AMx



RBI Polymer (Plastic) Banknote Policy

Aspect Details

Objective Introduce polymer (plastic) banknotes instead of traditional cotton-paper notes for
selected denominations.

Who made it? Reserve Bank of India (RBI), with approval from the Government of India.
Why? To make currency more durable, secure, cleaner, and harder to counterfeit.
Current status RBI has invited bids for polymer banknote substrates. The policy is under active

consideration; polymer notes have not yet been rolled out nationwide.

What does the policy cover?

Area What it includes
Durability Notes last 2.5-4 times longer than paper notes.
Security Advanced anti-counterfeiting features such as transparent windows and

enhanced security elements.

Printing New polymer substrate and specialized printing technology.

Circulation Initially likely for selected denominations or pilot projects before wider
adoption.

Cash Handling Banks, ATMs, and cash-sorting machines may need adjustments to handle

polymer notes.



How does it help you?

Benefit

Longer-lasting notes
Cleaner currency
Water resistance
More secure

Lower replacement needs
Does it change anything for you?

Question

Will the value of my money change?

Can | still use paper notes?

Will shops accept polymer notes?

Do | need to exchange my money?

Practical Impact

Fewer torn or damaged notes in your wallet.

Polymer notes absorb less dirt and moisture.

Less likely to be damaged by rain or accidental washing.

Lower risk of receiving counterfeit currency.

Over time, fewer note shortages caused by worn-out currency.

Answer

No. 2100 remains 2100, regardless of whether it's paper or
polymer.

Yes. Existing notes remain legal tender until RBI decides
otherwise.

Yes. They would be legal tender like current notes.

No, unless RBI announces a replacement program in the future.



Any disadvantages?

Issue

Higher production cost
Infrastructure changes

Environmental concerns

Impact

More expensive to manufacture initially.

Banks and ATMs may require upgrades.

Polymer is plastic-based, though the longer lifespan can reduce

overall replacement frequency.

Does it benefit businesses?

Yes.

User

Consumers

Banks

Retailers

Government/RBI

Benefit

Cleaner, more durable, and more secure notes.

Lower long-term replacement of damaged notes.

Fewer counterfeit notes and less handling of damaged currency.

Better currency security and potentially lower lifecycle costs despite higher initial

production costs.
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How anew law aims to place ‘Vande Mataram’ on a par with Jana Gana Mana’

Vineet Bhalla
New Delhi, July 21

UNION HOME Minister Amit Shah isset to
introduce the Prevention of Insults to Na-
tional Honour {Amendment) Bill, 2026, in
Rajya Sabha during the Monsoon Session.
This will amend the Prevention of Insults
to National Honour Act, 1971, to grant the
national song, Vande Mataram, the same
statutory protection currently given tothe
national anthem, Jana Gana Mana.
AccordingtoSection 3of the Act, inten-
ticnally preventing the singing of the na-
tional anthem or causing a disturbance to
any assembly engaged in such singingis a
criminal offence punishable with im-
prisonment of up to three years, a fine or
both. The Bill proposes to include the na-
tional song within the ambit of this section.

Legal status of national song

This year, the Ministry of Home Affairs
issued guidelines regarding the singing and
playing of the national song,. The "orders

I |

relating to the National Song of India” de-
tailed the authorised lyrics, written by
Bankim Chandr Chatterjee, and specified
occasions for its mass singing, such as "on
the unfurling of the National Flag, on cul-
tural occasions or ceremonial functions”.
The orders also stated that “whenever
the official version of the National Song is
sungor played, the audience shall stand to
attention”, and suggested that “in all
schools, the day's work may begin with
community singing of the National Song”.
A petition, filed in the Supreme Court
by one Muhammed Sayeed Noori, chal-
lenged the directives. Arguing for him, Sen-
ior Advocate Sanjay Hegde questioned
whether people could be “compelied to
sing the song In the garb of an advisory™,
A three-judge bench headed by Chief
Justice of India Surya Kant, however, dis-
missed the plea as “premature” and based
on a “vague apprehension of discrimina-
tion". The court said that the government's
directive was advisory in nature and there
were no penal consequences for those who

il

chose not to sing the national song.

How it differs from the
national anthem

The Statement of Objects and Reasons
of the Bill states that on January 24, 1950,
Constituent Assembly President Rajendra
Prasad declared that “Vande Mataram’
should be “honoured equally” and have
“equal status” with ‘Jana Gana Mana’, It
then states that "presently, there is nospe-
cific legal provision to prevent insults” to
the national song.

The national anthem and the national
song, however, don't have equal status
within the legal framework. Under Article
S1A{a}ofthe Constitution, it isa fundamen-
tal duty of every citizen 1o respect the na-
tional flag and the national anthem. The
national song is not mentioned here or any-
where else in the Constitution.

This distinction is also reflected in the
government’s executive orders containing
guldelines on both, While the playing of
both is recommended for the arrival of the

President, a Governor or a Lieutenant Gov-
ernoratstate functions, immediately before
andafterthe President addresses the nation
over All India Radio and "[w}hen the Na-
tlonal Flag is brought on parade”, the an-
themis additionally mandated for “Civil and
Military investitures”, during parades, for
“hoistingof coloursin the Navy" and “when
the Regimental Colours are presented”,
The orders for the national song exclude
such military protocols, specifying its play-

Ing only for “civil investitures”.

Disrupting anthent’s singing

To understand how the amended law
might operate, one might look at how
courts have interpreted the existing Section
3 of the 1971 Act, which currently applies
only tathe national anthem.

In 2014, the Kerala High Court in Sal-
manv. Stateof Kerala clarified what consti-
tutessuchadisturbance. The court refused
toquash an FIR against the petitioner, ac-
cused of "making noise and hue and cry”
whilethe national anthem wasbeing sung,
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Justice P Ubaid held that "causing ob-
struction or prevention to the singing of
National Anthem, by making loud or con-
temptuous noise” falls under the offence
defined in Section 3 of the Act and ruled
that such serious allegations require police
investigation.

Right torespectful silence

While actively disrupting the singing of
the national anthem is an offence under
the Act, the Supreme Court distinguished
this from simply choosing not tosing inthe
landmark Bijoe Emmanuel & Orsv. State of
Kerala jJudgment of 1986,

The case involved threechildren belong-
ingtothe Jehovah's Witnesses Christian sect
who were expelled from school for refusing
tosing the national anthem duringa morn-
ing assembly, even though they stood re-
spectfully insilence while it wassung. Their
refusal was based in their religlous faith that
did not permit them to sing praises to any-
one except in prayers to their God.

The Supreme Court ruled in favour of

i =

the students, holding that their expulsion
violated their fundamental rights to free-
dom of speech and expression under Ar-
ticle 19(1)(a} and freedom of religion under
Article 25(1) of the Constitution,

The court held that there is no legal
provision obliging anyone to sing the na-
tional anthem. “Proper respect isshown to
the National Anthem by standing up when
the National Anthem is sung,” the court
said. "It will not be right to say that disre-
spect isshown by not joining in the singing

The courtemphasised the importance of
religious freedom, observing: "Article 25isan
anticle of faith in the Constitution, incorpor-
ated in recognition of the principle that the
real test of a true democracy is the ability of
even an insignificant minority to find its
identity under the country’s Constitution,”

In the conclusion toits judgment, the
bench of Justices O Chinnappa Reddy and
MM Dutt remarked: “Our tradition teaches
tolerance; our philosophy preaches toler-
ance; our constitution practices tolerance;
let us not dilute it.”



The Union Government proposes to amend the Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act, 1971 so
that Vande Mataram receives the same statutory protection as the National Anthem.

At present:

e Jana Gana Mana is protected under law.
e Vande Mataram enjoys official recognition as the National Song but does not have equivalent
statutory protection.

The amendment seeks to remove this difference.

What is the proposed law?

Aspect Details

Bill Prevention of Insults to National Honour (Amendment) Bill, 2026

Proposed by Union Home Ministry

Objective Give the National Song the same legal protection as the National
Anthem.

Law being amended Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act, 1971



Current legal position

National Anthem

Item Status

Song Jana Gana Mana

Legal protection Yes

Governing law Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act, 1971

National Song

Iltem Status
Song Vande Mataram
Legal protection No statutory protection (currently)

Official recognition Yes



What changes after the amendment?

Currently, Section 3 of the 1971 Act makes it an offence to:

« intentionally prevent singing of the National Anthem,
» create disturbance during its singing.

The amendment proposes to extend the same protection to Vande Mataram.

Punishment

If enacted,
intentionally:

« preventing the singing,
« creating disturbance,
« obstructing a gathering singing the National Song,

may attract the same punishment as for the National Anthem.

Punishment Details
Imprisonment Up to 3 years
Fine Yes

Or both Yes



Why is the amendment being introduced?

The Statement of Objects and Reasons recalls that Dr. Rajendra Prasad, while concluding the Constituent
Assembly's deliberations in 1950, stated that:

e Jana Gana Mana would be the National Anthem.
e Vande Mataram should be honoured equally.

The government argues that although both hold high national importance, only the anthem presently has
statutory protection.

Difference between National Anthem and National Song

Aspect National Anthem National Song

Name Jana Gana Mana Vande Mataram

Composer Rabindranath Tagore Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay

Constitutional mention Citizens have a duty to respect the Not specifically mentioned in the
National Anthem under Article 51A(a). Constitution.

Legal protection Yes Proposed through this amendment.



Supreme Court position
Bijoe Emmanuel v. State of Kerala (1986)

Facts

Three school students belonging to the Jehovah's Witnesses faith:

o stood respectfully during the National Anthem,
e did not sing because of sincerely held religious beliefs.

They were expelled from school.

Supreme Court judgment

The Court held:

e expulsion was unconstitutional,
o freedom of religion and freedom of expression protected the students,
o respectful silence is permissible.



Important legal principle

Action Legal Position

Standing respectfully without singing Permissible

Singing Not legally compulsory

Creating disturbance Punishable under the law (for the National Anthem, and if

amended, also for the National Song)

Kerala High Court ruling (2014)

The article also discusses a Kerala High Court decision.
The Court observed that:

« shouting,
« making loud noise,
« preventing others from singing,

can amount to obstruction and may attract action under the Act.

Thus, the offence is obstruction, not mere non-participation.



 Kanishka Narayan is UK’s first Al minister

ADITI KHANNA
London, July 21

BRITISH PRIME MINISTER
Andy Burnham finalised his top
team within hours of taking
charge at 10 Downing Street
and promoted British Indian
- minister for artificial intelli-
) | gence (AT) Kanishka Narayan to
the Cabinet and purging allies
of predecessor Keir Starmer
from the government.
Burnham, who was invited
to form the government by
King Charles on Monday,
unveiled his Cabinet ministers.
Lisa Nandy is another
Indian-origin minister who
holds on to her department,

withadditional responsibilities
as Secretary of State for Digital,
Culture, Media and Sport.

Narayan said his elevation,
as Minister forAl fallingjointly
within the Cabinet Office and
the Department for Business,
Innovation, Science and Trade,
isasignofnewPM’s“deep com-
mitment to Al’simportance”.

The 36-year-old Bihar-born
Labour MPfortheVale of Glam-
organ,whoheld the Al briefasa
juniorministerin former prime
minister Keir Starmer’s team,
pledged to focusrelentlesslyon
securing British influence in
shaping AT”.

With roots in Muzaffarpur,
Narayan’s family moved to the

Welsh capital of Cardiff when
hewasalittle boy. He studied at
Oxford and Stanford universi-
ties before entering politics
afterastintinthe private sector
and has been vocal about the
importance of India-UK ties.
Meanwhile, Lisa Nandy is
reappointed to ministerial role
she has been in charge of since
July 2024 with the additional
responsibilityfordigital services
too.The 44-year-old Manches-
ter-born daughter of Calcutta-
born academic Dipak Nandy
and English mother Luise Byers
is a close ally of Burnham as his
Makerfield constituencyneigh-
bour in Wigan, within Greater
Manchesterregion. —PTl

INDIA CONNECTION

KANISHKA NARAYAN LISA NANDY
m Born in Muzaffarpur, ® Indian-origin MP repre-
Bihar; moved to UK at 12 senting Wigan since 2010

® First woman and first

m Oxford graduate; MBA : I
Asian MP from Wigan

from Stanford University

b, B Politics graduate

® Former banker
from Newcastle

and global . .
technology y University
executive

M Retains
m Labour MP for Culture
Vale of Secretary

post in the
Cabinet

Glamorgan
since 2024




Delhi most affordable for
students in the world: Qs

MANU KAUSHIK
New Dethi, July 21

DELHIHAS BEENadjudgedas
the most affordable for stu-
dents globally in the QS Best
Student Cities Ranking 2027.
While all four Indian cities
featured in this year's rank-
ings have scored well on
affordability and graduate
employability, the report cau
tioned that India’s aspira-
tions to become an education
hub for international stu-
dents remaln a plpe dream.
According to the latest
rankings of 150 cities in the
world released by global
higher education analytics
firm QS, Delhi topped the
affordability indexwith aver-
age annual international
tuition fees of around
$2,700. Mumbai, now India's
highest-ranked student city
overall, was also among the
world’s most affordable des-
tinations with a rankingof 12
on the affordability measure,
Chennal and Bengaluru also
featured among the global
top 30 for affordability.
Besides  affordability,
Indian cities have done well
on employer demand, Delhi
ranks 29 globally and Mum-
bat 34 on QS’employer activ-
ity indicator, highlighting the
growing confidence among
recruiters in graduates pro-
duced by Indian institutes.
The common weakness is
equally clear. Both cities rank
near the bottom of the table
for student mix, the measure
of the size and international
diversity of the student body,
with Mumbai 150th of 150
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and Delhi 146th. Neither yet
draws the International stu-
dent numbers that its scale of
provision could support.

Overall, Mumbai jumped
seven places this year to
become India’s highest-
ranked student city at 91,
while Delhi climbed five
spots to 99. Chennai gained
five places to 123, but Ben-

aluru slipped six places toa
f'oim ranking of 114,

QS, however, flagged a
glaring weakness in Indla's
education system, The report
stated that India currently
hosts just around 50,000
international students
despite being one of the
world’s largest exporters of
students, with more than 1.3
million Indian students
studying abroad. In addition,
the sourcing of international
students remains heavily
concentrated with Nepal
accounting for roughly one-
third of all international stu-
dents enrolled in India.

“The Study in India pro-
gramme and the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020

are designed to close pre-
cisely this gap, by drawing
students from across South
Asia, Africa, the Gulf and,
increasingly, Central Asia, and
by allowing foreign universi-
tics to open campuses on
Indian soil,"the report stated.

QS said India’s cities
reflect the country's broader
higher education trajectory —
rapidly improving university
performance, competitive
costs and growing employer
recognition —but noted that
converting these strengths
Into genuine global appeal
will require greater openness,
stronger international part-
nerships and a more diverse
student population.

“India sends far more stu-
dents abroad than it receives,
and its cities remain among
the least intermationally
diverse in the ranking. Turn-
ing a formidable domesticand
regional strength into genuine
global appeal, through quality,
openness, and the interna-
tional partnerships now tak-
ing shape, is what will define
the next stage of India’s rise as

a study destination,” said Jes-
sica Turner, chief executive
officer of QS.

Globally, Seoul retained its
top position as the world's
best student city, followed by
Tokyo and London. Mel-
bourne climbed to 4, while
Munich and Sydney shared
the fifth place, Asian cities
continued to dominate the
upper end of the rankings,
with Singapore (11), Beijing
(12), Taipei (14), Kyoto (16)
and Hong Kong (17) all fea-
turing in the top 20 list,

No single destination
leads on everything, accord-
ing to a press release. Each of
the six lenses that make up
the QS Best Student Citles
2027 is topped by a different
city, Melbourne leads in the
student mix category, Ams-
terdam in desirability, Tokyo
in employer activity, and
Berlin in student voice,
according to the rankings.

In the QS World University
Rankings 2027, published in
June, India was the world’s fifth
most represented system, with
52 universities ranked.



Aspect

Publisher

Purpose

Cities Ranked

Parameters

Details

QS Quacquarelli Symonds (UK-based higher
education analytics firm)

Ranks the world's best cities for higher

education.

150 major student cities worldwide

University qua

ity, affordability, employer

activity, student mix, desirability, and

student voice.



Rank

City
Seoul
Tokyo
London
Melbourne
Munich

Sydney

2026 Rank



Mumbai
Delhi 99 104 A +5
Bengaluru 114 108 V -6

Chennai 123 128 A +5
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Delhi

Surabaya (Indonesia)
Dhaka (Bangladesh)
Yogyakarta (Indonesia)

Tashkent (Uzbekistan)



Weaknesses

International Student Mix

The biggest weakness identified by QS is the low number and diversity of international students.

City Student Mix Rank (out of 150)
Mumbai 150
Delhi 146

This reflects limited international diversity on campuses.

Why does India attract fewer international students?

The report notes:

Indicator Details
International students in India Around 50,000
Indians studying abroad More than 1.3 million

India sends many more students overseas than it attracts.

Additionally, about one-third of international students in India come from Nepal, indicating limited
geographic diversity.



Why is this a concern?

A strong international student population brings:

e academic diversity,

« research collaboration,
« cultural exchange,

» university reputation,
» economic benefits.

The report suggests India has room to grow in all these areas.

Government Initiatives

The article mentions two important initiatives.

Study in India Programme

Objective Details

Attract foreign students Promote India as an international education destination.

Focus regions South Asia, Africa, Gulf countries, and Central Asia.
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* ECONOMY

Education’s falling share
in Budgetover 12 years

Upir Misra
OVER THE pwst three days, New Delhi’s Jan-

ship of the so-called Cockroach Jana Party
todemand the resignation ol Union Educa-
tion Minister Dharmendra Pradhan,

The immediate trigger for the protests
was the Jeak of the 2006 NEET-UG question
paper. Every year. millions of students hop
ing to become doctors take the exam. This
was nieither the first time NEET papers got
Jeaked, nor was it the only examination to
witness such a kapse, Reports suggess that
averthe past decade, 1est papers have been
leaked Ln over 150 different competitive
examinations held in India

‘What has intensified criticism isthe sense
of lack of accountability around such re-
peated lapses. A recent investigation by The
Traclivan Exprress intothe status of cases linked
t0 45 major exam paper leaks over the past

Only two of these cases led to convic-
tions. Most are eithertrapped in legal quick:
sand or have hit & dead end. In fact, two of
the accused In exam leaks are now repre-
sentatives in the Untar Pradesh Assembily,

At atime when the Narendra Modi-led
government's handling of the education
sector is under scrutiny, how can its per-
formance beanalysed? There is no singular
metric, but the allocation of moncey from
annual Budgets to the relevant depart-
ments and ministries ts a good way to
understand the lmportance any govern-
moent artaches toa particular issue.

In the past, several scholars have re-
peatectly criticised Inclian governments for
not allocating enough funds to critical min-
isries such as education and health, Here
Is a Jook at how the annual allocations to-
wards the Education Ministry in the Union
Budgets have changed over the years.

Examining Budget allocations

Tt is natural that over time, the absolute
amount allocated to any major ministry

* WHERE THEGOVERNMENT CHOSETO SPEND

The chart & table show allocation to various ministries and departments as a % of total Union Budget

«= Ministry of Education®

7

~T%

200910 20134

SEARUER CALLED MIMSTRY OF HUMAN FESOURLE DEYELOPMENT. SOURCE: CVEE INOUNN EXPRESS RESERRDH

w=Department of Schood Education & Lterscy - Department of
Hghur Education = Ministry of Heslth & Family Welare ==Mnistry of Rosd Transport & Highways

Ministry of Skill
Devolopment and
Entrepreneurship
58% ' 201516 | 00B%
201617 | 008%
0m7W | 0%
0188 | Of1%
20920 | 000%
200021 | 00
20012 | 006%
202223 | 003%
1 § 1202324 | 007% |
o o TRl P
XBB  ws2w | 005% |

will increase, if for no other resson than the
annual inflation in pricesof the same goods
and services, The metric for ascertaining
whether a ministry or department lost or
gained refevance in policy terms is to ook
at the funds allocated to it as a percentage
of the tatal Budget for a financial year.

Since Budget Estimates have routinely
changed, the following exercis: only looks
back on the period for which hard data is
available, In other words, all analysis uses
datauptotheend of the Last financial year.
The starting point for the data is 20090, the
carflest year for which the Centre for Moni-
toring Indian Economy's (CMIE) Economic
Outlook module provides details,

When the data Is complied, a clear pic-
ture emerges of the Education Ministry’s
relative importance, or the lack of it during
the first 12 years of this NDA government.

Reducing sharesince 2014
Looking back st the Unlon Budget from
200910 onywards, it becomes clear that, on
average, the total size of the Union Budge
grew by an average of 104% each year, This
means that the total amount of money the
government spent cach year was roughly
10% more than what if spent the year be-
fore, As such, across most ministries and
deparmments, Budget allocations (in ahso-

Sharp
contrast
The Education
Ministrys share
in the Budget fell
201314 (the last
year the UPA was
In powern to 2.5%
In 2025-26,

-

The shareof
money spenton
muaking roads
and highways
has almost
trebled to 5.8'% in
the past 12 years.

Tute terms) also went up.

In this analysis, however, the focus is
not on the absolute amount of money
spent on @ ministry but whether Its share
in the overall Budget expanded or shrunk
or remained stagnant. The chant maps the
relative share {in the overall Budget) of
three key ministries over the years:

© l‘AucnUon (earlier called Minsstry of
Hi e Devel 1. Thechan
a!som.npsmesmmofaummlur the
wo departments under this ministry:
Schoal Education and Higher Education,

® Health and Family Welfare

® Road Transport and Highways

Thedataon theother two ministries pro-
vide context by showingother sectors where
people often demand higher allocation
(health) and which represent the growth
modelof the Modi era (roads and highways),

The datashows that the Education Min-
istry's share in the Union Budget fell from
4.6% In 201314 (the last vear that the Con-
gress-led UPA government was in power)
10 2.5%in 202526, In otherwords, the Edu-
cation Minkstry now commiands only half
the share that it had before PM Moddi took
charge. The fall in relative share canalsobe
seen |nthe allocutbon 1o both departments.
The share of the Department of School
Education is lessthan half of what it was 12

While the government has come up
with the Skill India initiative, the share
allocated to the Skill Development
ministry has also remained minuscule

years ago, while the Department of Higher
Education’s share is just around 60% of
what itusad tobe,

‘The share of allocation to the Health
Ministry has gone up and down masginally
from one year to another, but the share Is
stagnant over the Jong term,

In sharp contrast, the share of money
spent on muking roads and highways has
almost trebiled in the past 12 years, In fuct,
12 years ago, education and health together
recefved 6.5% of the annual Budget while
the ministry received just LA% of the total
expenditure. All these years on, education
and health together received only sbout
4.5% of the anmual Budget while the Min-
istry of Road Transport and Highways re-
celves 5.8% alone.

Skill development allocations

Over the years, especially with the rise
of artificial intelligence, governments have
focused on skilling over and above educa-
tion. In fact, in 2015-16, the Union govern-
ment created a new ministry just for this
purpose. However, the share of the Budget
spent on skilling presents a sobering pic-
ture, and i quite in contrast to the govern-
ment’s pronouncements to “Skill India”,

As the table shows, the share of alloca-
tlons to the Ministry of Skill
was a minuscule (06% to begin with, and
has now slid to 0.05%.

The takeaway

Looking i the share, level and trend of
allocations provides a good understanding
ol a government's priorities. To be sure,
each government ks entitled 1o choose its
own set of priorities — after all, this is
expctly why voters choose or discard gov
emments, The Modi govermument is now in
its third consecutive term, suggesting that
voters have resoundingly ratified the gov-
emment’s policy cholces.

Yet_the decline in the share of allocation
tothe Ministry of Education s worrying for
the future of Inchia’s youth and their grow-
Ing aspirations, And while spending moee
money s no guarantee for the quality of ex-
penditure — as many cases of sinking new
roadsand falling bridges attest — it is often
a necessary first step towards improving
the situation. The picture emerging from
this data echoes the words of the noted
economist John Kenneth Galbraith: “1am
worried about our tendency to over lnvest
In things and under invest in people”
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The chart & table show allocation to various ministries and departments as a % of total Union Budget
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Aspect Details

Main finding Education's share in the Union Budget has fallen significantly since 2013-14.

Period analysed 2009-10 to 2025-26

Source of data CMIE (Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy) using Union Budget data.

Method used Comparison of each ministry's allocation as a percentage of the total Union Budget,

not just the absolute amount,

Why use Budget Share instead of Absolute Amount?

The article explains that every year the Union Budget becomes larger because of:

« economic growth,
« inflation,
« increasing government expenditure.

Therefore, simply saying a ministry's budget has increased can be misleading.

Example

Year Total Budget Education Budget Absolute Increase
Year 1 %10 lakh crore 240,000 crore —
Year 2 220 lakh crore 260,000 crore +320,000 crore

Budget Share

4.0%

3.0%

Although the education budget increased in rupee terms, its priority in the overall budget actually

declined.



Decline in Education Allocation

Ministry of Education

Year Share of Union Budget
2013-14 4.6%

2025-26 2.5%

Decline

» approximately 46% reduction in its share of the Union Budget.

School Education

Year Share
201314 3.0%
2025-26 1.4%

School education has experienced one of the sharpest declines.



Higher Education

Year Share
201314 1.6%
2025-26 1.0%

The article notes that higher education now receives only about 60% of the budget share it had 12 years
ago.

Skill Development

The article highlights that despite initiatives like Skill India, the Ministry of Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship has consistently received a very small share of the Union Budget.

Financial Year Budget Share

2015-16 0.06%
2016-17 0.08%
2017-18 0.10%
2018-19 0.11%
2019-20 0.09%
2020-21 0.07%
2021-22 0.06%
2022-23 0.03%
2023-24 0.07%
2024-25 0.06%

N

2025-26 0.05%



Why is this important?
Education spending affects:

Area

School quality
Higher education
Skill development
Innovation

Human capital

Link with Current Issues

Impact

Teacher recruitment, infrastructure, learning outcomes

Universities, research, scholarships

Employment readiness and vocational training

Research and technological advancement

Long-term economic productivity

The article connects the budget trends to recent controversies such as:

« examination paper leaks,
« student protests,

« concerns about accountability in education.

It suggests that reducing the relative priority of education may have implications for the sector's quality

and governance.



Indicator

Education Ministry share (2013-14)
Education Ministry share (2025-26)
Road Transport share (2025-26)
Skill Development share (2025-26)
School Education share (2025-26)
Higher Education share (2025-26)

Value
4.6%
2.5%
5.8%

0.05%
1.4%
1.0%



Word of the day

Zeitgeist:

the spirit of the time; the spirit characteristic of
an age or generation

Synonymes: climate, outlook, spirit, trend

Usa g€ In a very significant way, the protests
captured the zeitgeist of the generation.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/zeitgeist

International Phonetic
Alphabet: [tsartgaist/
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