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Congress leader Venugopal
submits privilege notice
against PM to LS Speaker

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

Congress general secretary
K. C. Venugopal submitted
a privilege notice against
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday for “cast-
ing aspersions on and im-
puting motives” to the Op-
position members for
voting against the Constitu-
tion (131st Amendment)
Bill, 2026, which sought to
link delimitation and ex-
pansion of Lok Sabha seats
with women’s reservation.

In his notice to Lok Sab-
ha Speaker Om Birla, Mr.
Venugopal alleged a “clear
and deliberate breach of
privilege” by Mr. Modi, and
said the matter should be
referred to the Committee
on Privileges for inquiry.

Invoking Rule 222 of the
Rules of Procedure, Mr. Ve-
nugopal said the Prime Mi-
nister, in his April 18 tele-
vised address to the nation
following the Bill's defeat
in the Lok Sabha, made
“direct reflections” on the
voting behaviour of Oppo-
sition MPs and attributed
motives to them. The Bill
had failed to secure the
two-thirds majority.

He urged the Speaker to
take immediate and deci-
sive steps to uphold the

K.C. Venugopal

sanctity of Parliament and
the constitutional protec-
tions afforded to its mem-
bers, so that “such viola-
tions are neither ignored
nor repeated”.

Posting Mr. Venugopal's
letter on X, party’s com-
munications chief Jairam
Ramesh said a Prime Mi-
nister’s address is meant
for moments of unity and
reassurance. “The Prime
Minister's unabashed par-
tisan demagoguery during
this address — with 59 dif-
ferent attacks on the Con-
gress — will be yet another
permanent stain on his re-
cord as Prime Minister,”
Mr. Ramesh said.

Mr. Venugopal, in his
notice, said imputing mo-
tives to members for their
votes constitutes a “gross
breach of privilege and
contempt of the House", as

parliamentary convention
bars any reflection on the
conduct of MPs in the dis-
charge of their duties. Such
remarks interfere with the
free exercise of legislative
functions, he said.

‘Appalling stance’
Mr. Venugopal said in his
notice that the Constitu-
tion (131st Amendment)
Bill, 2026, “in the guise of
implementing” women’s
reservation in the Lok Sab-
ha and Legislative Assem-
blies “surreptitiously
sought to amend Article 82
of the Constitution in as
much as by doing away
with constitutional protec-
tion/guardrail vis-a-vis de-
limitation, and leave it to
the whims and fancies and
mala fide intent of the rul-
ing party”. This is what the
Opposition members were
protesting against, he said.
The Bill, which sought
to strike at the very roots of
the basic structure of the
Constitution, fell, and
rightly so, said the Con-
gress general secretary. It
is appalling that the Prime
Minister had “cast asper-
sions” on MPs who were
honestly performing their
duties, and in this case pro-
tecting the Constitution,
he said.




Parliamentary privilege means MPs have special protections to perform their duties
freely — they cannot be sued for what they say in Parliament, and others cannot
attack/criticize them for how they voted.

FEH faANIEPR BT Hdetd & MPs Y 3197 el Was B F 1 & fog fade qRemardt e —
HHE H el 91d o el JebeH I GRield 8, 3R 370 37 HAGH b oY 37 IR gAT 78] &3 Febd |

The 131st Amendment Bill (to increase Lok Sabha to 850 seats and link to women's

reservation) failed — it didn't get the 2/3 majority needed to amend the Constitution.

13197 H 2N fadRres (@Yt Y 850 Tl des agTHT 311X AfgeT 37ReroT & SiYeAT) favwer g3m —
feram HeMuA o foiQ 3raeges 2/3 ggAd Tel fAeT|

After this defeat, PM Modi gave a national address where he criticized MPs who voted

against the Bill. Congress says this is a "breach of privilege" — because criticizing MPs
for how they voted in Parliament is like interfering with their freedom to vote freely.

S gR & 91, PM HIE 7 TS e eA § faeraed & fdsg Adam &1 arte MPs &1 3T@ AT BT | iy
Pedl 2 Ig "fIouTfieRr &1 e 21

Congress also argues the entire Bill was unconstitutional — it tried to use a simple

majority to decide which Census to use for delimitation, bypassing Article 82's
protections and damaging the Constitution's basic structure.

B I Yl deb &l & fob R faerges sRiduTes &1 — I8 YR &b fq I T SHITUMHT 3UzT BAT 2
g HIHURU IgHA A 7 A bl BIf2I2l, e8e 82 ol FREM3 Bl IR B Hel TRTAT Pl JHHT

g




D2. Key Constitutional/Parliamentary Grounds | 439 HdUTHeb/HHER 3R

Rule 222 — Prohibition on Reflections on MPs

* Rule 222 of Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha: A
parliamentary convention that bars any reflection on the conduct of MPs in the
discharge of their duties.

o AIBEuT Pl HfhaT 3R S Hemerd f7aw 222: MPs & 3197 dded| & fAdeg # 31meror o fsdt i
feoquft ur Aes @ aTeAT HHET A |

 Why it matters: MPs must be free to vote according to their conscience; if PM can
publicly attack their voting choices, it creates pressure and undermines legislative

freedom.

o IR HEAYUT : MPs Bl 3701 3cRTHT & 3HR HAGH A bl Fa=dl aI-1 arfey|

Parliamentary Privilege — Breach of Privilege

« Parliamentary privilege: Special rights/immunities of Parliament and its members —
freedom of speech in Parliament (Article 105), freedom from arrest during session, etc.

o HHEH fTANIIHR: T 31 395 Tl & A 1fieR /34 amar — Jae ® HTyouT &t Td=dT
(31ge8< 105) |

» Contempt of House: Actions that obstruct Parliament or its members in performance
of their functions; imputing motives to MPs for their votes = contempt.

o A P FTHHAT: THS AT 3P JSX1 BT I7h BRI B gTHT — MPs &b AdeT TR 3827 IR BT =
3[GHTATI



E. Multi-Subject Connections | 9g-fasa Hay
History / sfdgr™T

History of parliamentary privilege in India: Inherited from British Parliament
(Westminster model); codified in Rules of Procedure; used historically to protect
members from executive pressure.

YR § FAEH faeTiieR &1 gfder: ffeer due & favrya; i # dfgaeg|

Kesavananda Bharati case (1973): Supreme Court laid down the Basic Structure
Doctrine — Parliament cannot amend the Constitution in a way that destroys its basic
structure; Article 368 does not give unlimited amending power.

BHATHE W ATAAT (1973): JeT HIEHT FRAgGid — TS Hel G117 T&l e Hebll; T8e 368
AT TRMe 2rfart T8t T

Geography [ {iiid

North-South divide in voting: Southern states' MPs (Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka,
Andhra, Telangana) largely voted against the Bill — fearing loss of seats due to 2011
Census-based delimitation; northern MPs (UP, Bihar) supported.

Hae N IaR-gfarur farer: <farv It & MPs 3 /1 diR R feRy fasar|



Polity / ISTazT
« Parliamentary Privilege — Constitutional Basis:

» Article105: Powers, privileges and immunities of Parliament and its
members — freedom of speech; no proceedings of Parliament can be
questioned in court; MPs protected from arrest during session (civil cases)

» Article 194: Same for State Legislatures
o 3NTEE105: TS b ABR, fAAuTEER, IRfarrar — HTYOT B Fdar; TR 3 gRam
(Sar) | 317 194: 354 faumHsal & fog
 Committee on Privileges:
» Examines questions of breach of privilege and contempt of the House
e Chaired by a senior member (usually a ruling party leader)

» Reports to the House; House makes final decision

o fadwifieR Gfffa: fAAwEeR Ieoiad & il Jed BT RaE|
» Breach of Privilege — Types:

1. By a member: Misconduct within Parliament
2. By an outsider (including PM): Obstructing Parliament's work, reflecting on

MPs' conduct, contempt of House

» Congress alleges PM Modi committed Type 2 — as PM addressed nation
attacking MPs' voting choices



« Rule 222 of Rules of Procedure (Lok Sabha):

Part of Lok Sabha's rules; prohibits "reflections on the conduct of Members in
discharge of their duties"

The convention extends to third parties — PM or anyone else cannot publicly
criticize MPs for their votes in Parliament

« Contempt of House:

Any action that obstructs Parliament or its members in performance of their
functions

Also includes: malicious misrepresentation of proceedings; molestation of
members; false reports about Parliament

A BN JAHAAT: THeTET B 1 B aru; Terd Ruifem; sl § gefaer)

« Article 82 — Delimitation:

Mandates readjustment of Lok Sabha seats after each Census
Currently frozen under 84th Amendment until after 2026 Census

Congress says Bill "surreptitiously amended" Article 82 by allowing simple
majority to decide when/which census to use for delimitation — removing the
constitutional guardrail

HTDE 82: TRAF STV & qTE AAIbaHT HIel &1 GAHATAIST; 849 Hoi= gRT ST

« Basic Structure Doctrine (Kesavananda Bharati 1973):

Basic structure includes: Supremacy of Constitution, Separation of Powers,
Judicial Review, Federalism, Secularism, Democracy, Sovereignty, Republic
Parliament cannot amend these even with special majority

Congress argues: Bill undermining federalism (by tilting seats toward

populous northern states at expense of southern states) and democratic
representation = attack on basic structure

e ST Hferar & aferdn, =anfae artan, deare, diedd, HHFRaerT — dei &



« Breach of Privilege vs Contempt of House:

Breach of Privilege Contempt of House

Definition Violation of specific privilege of a Broader — any act lowering dignity/authority
member of House

Example Assaulting an MP; disclosing secret False reporting; misbehaving in public toward
proceedings MPs

Punishable House through Committee on Same

by Privileges

« Basic Structure — Key Elements (from various cases):
» Supremacy of Constitution
e Democratic and republican form of government
» Secular character
e Separation of powers
o Federal character (federalism)
« Unity and integrity of India
» Judicial review

* Free and fair elections
o Wl HITAT: HidUT BT Hafed, cAldbes, UHARUETdT, 2fferi GererpRvT, HedTe, =i
e, Wds AT |




Exam Year Question Options £4 Answer
UPSC 2021 UnderArticle 105 of the (a) Freedom of speechin  (c) Criminal cases —
CSE Indian Constitution, which  Parliament (b) Immunity privilege from arrest is
Prelims of the following is NOT a from court proceedings only in CIVIL cases,
privilege enjoyed by for votes given in not criminal
Members of Parliament? Parliament (c) Freedom
from arrest in criminal
cases during Parliament
session (d) Right to
regulate internal
proceedings
UPSC 2022 A "Breach of Privilege" (a) Any citizen of India (c) Any Member of
CSE notice in Parliament can be  (b) Only the Speaker (c) Parliament
Prelims raised by: Any Member of
Parliament (d) Only the
Leader of Opposition
UPSC 2023 The "Basic Structure (a) Golaknath vs State of  (c¢) Kesavananda
CSE Doctrine" was laid downin Punjab (b) Minerva Mills = Bharati vs State of
Prelims which landmark case? vs Union of India (c) Kerala (1973)

Kesavananda Bharati vs
State of Kerala (1973) (d)
S.R. Bommai vs Union of

India



4

5

UPSC
CSE
Prelims

UPSC
CSE
Prelims

UPSC
CSE
Mains
GS-2

2020

2022

2021

Which of the following
correctly describes the
"two-thirds majority”
required for constitutional
amendments under Article
3687

Which of the following
is/are correct about the
"Committee on Privileges"
in Indian Parliament? 1. It
is a permanent standing
committee 2. Itis
constituted by the Speaker
when needed 3. Its report
is final and not subject to
approval by the House

"Parliamentary privilege is
essential for legislative
independence but must be
balanced against
democratic
accountability." Critically
examine with reference to
recent controversies.

(a) 2/3 of total
membership of the
House

(a) 1only (b) 2only (c) 1
and 3 (d) 2and 3

(Mains descriptive)

(b) 2/3 of members
present and voting,
provided itisalsoa
majority of total
membership (c)
Simple majority plus
one (d) 2/3 of total
membership plus state
ratification always

(b) 2only — Itis NOT
permanent (ad hoc);
report NOT final
(House decides)

Key: Article 105;
freedom of speech;
contempt; Committee
on Privileges;
Keshavananda Bharati
on basic structure;
recent 2024 SC ruling
on bribery



7 UPSC
CSE
Prelims

Prelims

10 UPSC

Prelims

2019 Article 194 of the Indian
Constitution deals with:

2020 Under which article of the
Constitution is the Lok
Sabha Speaker's authority
to maintain order in
Parliament primarily
derived?

2024 In 2024, the Supreme
Court's 7-judge
Constitution bench
overruled its earlier
judgment in PV.
Narasimha Rao vs State

(1998) on the issue of:

2021  Which of the following
Constitutional
Amendments specifically
froze delimitation of Lok
Sabha seats until after the
first Census published

post-2026?

(a) Parliamentary (c) State Legislature
privileges of Lok Sabha members — mirrors
members (b) Privileges of  Article 105 for state

the Prime Minister (¢)
Powers, privileges and
immunities of State
Legislature members (d)
Privileges of Rajya Sabha
members

legislatures

(a) Article 100 (b) Article
105 (c¢) Article 93 read
with Rules of Procedure
(d) Article 368

(c) Article 93
(Speaker's office) +
Rules of Procedure

(a) Anti-defection
provisions (b)
Parliamentary privilege
and bribery — MPs
taking bribe to vote NOT
protected by privilege
(c) Rights of Speaker in
disqualification cases (d)
Floor-crossing by MPs

(b) Bribery for vote
NOT protected — Sita
Soren case 2024

(d) 84th Amendment
(2001)

(a) 42nd Amendment (b)
87th Amendment (c)
73rd Amendment (d)
84th Amendment



L. Statement-Based MCQ | &[-3mamRda MCQ

Consider the following statements about parliamentary privilege and the 131st

Amendment Bill controversy: S9&1a faNTiaR 31k 1314 HeitF fddas fdag s ar &
fafafad se@l o fdar &3

113

Under Article 105 of the Constitution, MPs enjoy freedom of speech in Parliament and
cannot be questioned in any court in respect of anything said or vote given in

Parliament. HfaHT & 317e8¢ 105 & d&d, MPs ! 4¥e H HTNUT Bl EId=dl U 8 3R HHe H el
¢ fpat a1 a7 3T MU gYe 6 e B fosdt Y =amamera ® wod gl fhar 1T gepaT|

Rule 222 of the Rules of Procedure in Lok Sabha bars any reflection on the conduct of
MPs in the discharge of their duties and applies equally to statements made outside
Parliament. &IaMT 1 UfshaT o a7 222 MPs & ddcdl & fHdg H 39 31meRor 1R fiadt it feoquft
TR e TTAT & 3R THE & a1 Y 7T g1 R FHH B9 § AT EldT 8 |

The Constitution (131st Amendment) Bill, 2026 failed to become law because it did not
secure the two-thirds majority of members present and voting as required under

Article 368. TfTHT (13197 H=MEA) e, 2026 HTH Tl 97 U7 FA1{h 3 3 BE 368 & ded
3TGRY P IURIA 3R HAGH B3 dTel HeR| B al-fders agHd el fHeT|

The Committee on Privileges is a permanent standing committee of Parliament that

continuously examines matters of privilege throughout the parliamentary year.
faroferes R FfAfd e bl veb Rt mt Ffefd € S ¥ Haeta aef § fMTdR faQrsrfeaer &b ATl 6
Sira et 21

Which of the statements given above are correct?
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India-Africa Summit to focus
on development inititatives

The upcoming summit is being held more than a decade after the third IAFS in October 2015; will

provide India with an opportunity to take stock of its strategic and diplomatic footprint in Africa

Kallol Bhattacherjee

NEW DELHI

evelopment initia-

tives, education,

capacity building,
expansion of diplomatic
footprint, and defence
cooperation are expected
to be on the agenda when
New Delhi hosts the Fourth
India-Africa Forum Sum-
mit (IAFS) 2026 in May-
end, official sources said
on Tuesday. Plans for the
summit will be presented
by External Affairs Minister
S. Jaishankar on Thursday,
the Ministry of External Af-
fairs has announced.

India has been holding
consultations with partner
countries in Africa as the
plans for the IAFS have
been under way for some
time. In March, Commerce
and Industry Minister Piy-
ush Goyal met with Minis-
ters and diplomats of the
Africa Group members on
the sidelines of the 14%
World Trade Organisation
(WTO) Ministerial Confe-
rence in Yaoundé, Came-
roon where he discussed
plans for expanding India’s
investment agenda in Afri-
ca and the upcoming sum-
mit in India.

The upcoming summit

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar chairing a consultative

committee meeting on India-Africa ties in New Dethi on April 7. am

is especially significant as it
is being held after more
than a decade as the third
IAFS was held in October
2015. The fourth IAFS has
an additional dimension as
it is being organised
against the backdrop of
supply chain disruption
that has gripped the global
economy following U.S.-Is-
rael attack on Iran.

Stable supply chain

Analysts are saying that un-
like the energy disruption
in the Gulf region, Africa
does not have a similar
supply chain shock poten-
tial for India as despite
nearly 50 conflicts on the
continent, supply chains of

critical
stable.

However, India will have
to ensure that it matches its
commitment to African
states with implementa-
tion. “As of now, India is
able to implement only
40% of what it commits to
Africa. This has to improve
significantly so that what
India commits is fully im-
plemented on the ground
in Africa,” said Ajay Dubey,
Distinguished Fellow at the
Chintan Research Founda-
tion (CRF).

Mr. Dubey pointed out
that Line of Credit was no
longer popular in Africa
where countries now ex-
pect India to come up with

items remain

Foreign Direct Investment,
“For that, Indian big busi-
ness has to step in. But can
they avoid the western do-
minance of African conti-
nent while investing in crit-
ical areas? That is what we
have to see,” said Mr. Du-
bey, arguing that Indian at-
tempts for engaging Africa
in “small and medium en-
terprises” was not attrac-
tive to African partners
anymore as they were
looking for investments
from the Global South
leaders as well,

The summit will provide
India with an opportunity
to highlight some of the lat-
est initiatives that the Go-
vernment of India has un-
dertaken like the opening
of the IIT Madras campus
in Zanzibar and it will also
provide India to take stock
of its strategic and diplo-
matic footprint in the vast
continent.

India has already
opened 16 new missions in
Africa since 2018 which
has pushed India’s diplo-
matic presence to 45 coun-
tries in the continent and
the summit will provide an
opportunity to take stock
of its diplomatic outreach
among the member coun-
tries of the African Union.




Aspect

Event

Previous Summit
Timing

Venue

Key Minister

Purpose

Agenda & Focus Areas

Sector

Development Initiatives
Education

Diplomacy

Defence Cooperation

Investment

Details

4th India—-Africa Forum Summit (IAFS 2026)

3rd IAFS — October 2015

After more than a decade gap

New Delhi, India

S. Jaishankar (External Affairs Minister)

- Strengthen India—Africa relations

- Expand strategic & diplomatic footprint

Details

Infrastructure, socio-economic growth

Capacity building, skill development

Expansion of India’'s presence in Africa

Strategic security partnerships

Boost FDI & business engagement



Factor

Global Supply Chains
Geopolitical Background
India’'s Challenge

Need

Opportunities for India

Area

Diplomatic Expansion
Global South Leadership
Investment Scope

Zanzibar Project

Explanation

Africa relatively stable vs Gulf disruptions

Impact of US-Iran tensions on global economy

Only ~40% of commitments implemented in Africa

Improve execution & delivery on ground

Details

16 new missions since 2018 - total 45 countries covered

Compete with Western & Chinese influence

Infrastructure, SMEs, energy sectors

Opening of IIT Madras campus



Year

2026

2026

2026

2026

Country

Tanzania (Zanzibar)

Pan-Africa (Multiple)

Kenya [ East Africa

African Union Nations

Project / Initiative

IIT Madras Campus

IAFS Development
Projects (Planned)

Digital Public
Infrastructure (DPI)

Expansion of
Diplomatic Missions

Sector

Education

Multi-sector

Digital

Diplomacy

Key Details

First IIT campus abroad; capacity
building in STEM

Infrastructure, health, digital, defence

cooperation

UPI, Aadhaar-like systems support
(proposal stage)

Coverage expanded to ~45 African

countries



Year

2025-26

2025-26

2025-26

2025-26

2025-26

2025-26

2025-26

2025-26

2025-26

2025-26

2025-26

2025-26

Country

Mauritius

Mozambique

Rwanda

Ethiopia

Sudan / South Sudan

Nigeria

Tanzania

Uganda

Senegal

Ghana

Pan-Africa

Multiple Countries

Project /[ Initiative

Metro Express & Supreme Court
Building

Solar Electrification Projects

Industrial Parks & Capacity
Building

Sugar Factories (Financing +
Tech)

Qil Sector Cooperation (ONGC
Videsh)

Power Transmission Projects

Water Supply Projects

Power Line Projects

Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)

India-Africa Institute of IT (IAlIT)

e-VidyaBharati & e~
ArogyaBharati (e-VBAB)

Lines of Credit (LoC) Projects
(180+ projects)

Sector

Infrastructure

Energy

Industry

Agriculturef/industry

Energy

Energy

Infrastructure

Energy

Transport

Education

Education/Health

Multi-sector

Key Details

Completed with Indian LoC
support

Renewable energy
expansion

Skill + manufacturing
support

LoC-funded mega projects

Exploration & production
support

Grid strengthening under
LoC

Urban water systems

Electricity transmission

Urban mobility project

Skill + 1T training

Tele-education &
telemedicine

Infra, agriculture, energy
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Canadian Army aims to show it can
go it alone in the inhospitable Arctic
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Canadian Army aims to show it can
go it alone in the inhospitable Arctic

Reuters
CAMBRIDGE BAY
Over the past three

months, Canadian soldiers
conducted a more than
5,000-km snowmobile pa-
trol in extreme Arctic con-
ditions travelling from In-
uvik, Northwest Territories
to Churchill, Manitoba,
braving blizzards and mi-
nus 60 degree Celsius tem-
peratures in military exer-
cises designed to prepare
for a foreign threat — and
demonstrate Canada’s abil-
ity to take care of itself.
That’s a tall order. The
political climate has
changed since U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s re-
peated threats to make Ca-
nada an American state,
take control of Greenland,
and withdraw from NATO,

- —

NN -

A file photo of Canadian rangers riding on a long-range patrol
across the sea ice from Cambridge Bay to Gjoa Haven. REUTERS

but the harsh realities of
operating in Canada’s fro-
zen north have not.

“There are Canadians
up here defending (the
country) at all times of the
day,” said Travis Hanes, a
commanding officer of the
Ist Canadian Ranger Patrol

Group, a special unit of the
Canadian Armed Forces’
reserve. “They’re stretch-
ing their abilities across
some of the most inhospit-
able terrain and climate
that you can possibly
imagine.”

He spoke to Reuters

while recovering from a
frostbitten nose after
weeks of being on the
snowmobile patrol. To Mr.
Hanes and many of his fel-
low Rangers, the idea that
any foreign power might
challenge Canada’s sove-
reignty in a region that is
about 40% the size of con-
tinental Europe is baffling.
“We are the landowners
and it’s hard to see how so-
meone thinks it could be
taken away,” he said.

NATO members Canada
and the United States have
worked together for de-
cades in the Arctic. They
officially formed NORAD,
the North American Aeros-
pace Defense Command,
in 1958 because neither
country could indepen-
dently respond to a threat
by the Soviet Union.
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Canadian soldiers conducted a 5,000+ km snowmobile patrol — from Inuvik
(Northwest Territories) to Churchill (Manitoba) — in extreme Arctic conditions
(blizzards, -60°C) — to demonstrate Canada's ability to defend its Arctic
sovereignty.

HATSTS AT 5,000+ fot I FeTse 7ed B — Inuvik (3TRUfeH H2r) ¥ Churchill
(HfeYaT) de — =R¥ 317dbfeds aRfEifaal # (-60°C) — 31Tdhfees HIAT &I Y& B Bl HATST Bl
&rvaT weffd B & fag|

Political context: US President Trump's repeated threats to (1) make Canada an
American state, (2) take control of Greenland, and (3) withdraw from NATO — have
changed the political climate significantly.

ST Hed: US Irsgufd gra bt (1) TS &1 3! 353 91, (2) MAets W fz=wr, (3) NATO
A A0 Y IR-IR vmfBaT — It feie ATt gee &

Canada's Arctic region: About 40% the size of continental Europe — enormous;
Canada's Canadian Rangers (reserve unit) patrol this vast territory.
FATST B 3B &F: HETGIUT R &b 3MTHR BT ~40% — fame; wrers o (Rerd gfe) 3o
ferermer &1 &bt 1d B & |

NORAD (North American Aerospace Defense Command): Formed 1958 jointly by
Canada and USA — neither country could independently respond to Soviet threat; now
under strain due to Trump's rhetoric.

NORAD: 1958 # &T8T 3iR USA gRTHYHRI Y U TSd — Fifddd TR & fabg; 316 g/ &b TSI
& BROT I H]

1st Canadian Ranger Patrol Group: Special unit of Canadian Armed Forces' reserve;
operates in Arctic; "stretching abilities across most inhospitable terrain."

15t HATSTS ISR USIA YU: HATSTS TRA Icll Bl Ro1d I 21 3ebTe; 3rTebieds W Harer |



e ——————
- ‘h
e -

Atlantic
Ocean

© Encyclopzdia Britannica, Inc.

;rq CANADA

23
"

-
-
e i

~“ N




¢ 0y

ALASKA

(UNITED STATES)

B N
@ Wra B

150

Isfan
(RISSIA)

— 7 (NORW/AY,

o g
4 S Arers
/ 3 ~c Crrcle

Jan Maye

/  ICEUSNE.  ~——~1



—_ -

Countries That have territories above The Arctic Circle

. USA

. Canada

. Denmark
. Ilceland

. Norway

. Sweden
. Finland

. Russia
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Geography [ Yiitel
e Arctic Ocean geography:
e Surrounded by: Canada, USA (Alaska), Russia, Norway, Denmark
(Greenland), Iceland

e Arctic Council members: Canada, USA, Russia, Norway, Denmark, Finland,
Sweden, Iceland
» Observer states include India, China, UK, France, Germany
e Area:~14 million sq km
o 3PP HEETR: FHATET, 3RS, B, A1d, STHISD (M), 3Tgdcts J forT; rhfes
ReE: 8 &=; HRd, T, UK Tiderd |
» Northwest Passage: Sea route through Canadian Arctic Archipelago connecting

Atlantic and Pacific Oceans; becoming navigable as ice melts; Canada claims
sovereignty; USA disputes.

o  IARUTRTH HTI: HATSTE 31T GIUHE I I Jeaifed-Riid SiiedT &; % fTaem I 7=, TeT
vs 3R faare|

e Northern Sea Route: Russia's Arctic sea route; alternative to Suez Canal; much shorter

for Europe-Asia trade; Russia charging tolls.
o IR WS AT B B 317 AT WS TR B fadbed |

« Greenland: World's largest island; part of Denmark (autonomous territory); strategic
location between Atlantic and Arctic oceans; major US military base (Pituffik Space
Base); rich mineral resources.

o THcis: f4od &1 & I8T G1; STHTS T W &; 3R =T 378T; Wi ueT|



Economy / 3refaazer

Arctic resources:

» US Geological Survey estimates: ~30% of world's undiscovered natural gas;
~13% of undiscovered oil in Arctic

« Vast mineral deposits: rare earth elements (crucial for green technology),
nickel, cobalt, platinum

o  3NTdHIEH HATHA: ~30% NASBIAd YTl T1; ~13% det; GaH Y-ddd |
Arctic shipping routes economic value:

» Northwest Passage: 7,000 km shorter than Panama Canal route for Atlantic-
Pacific trade

» Northern Sea Route: Cuts Europe-Asia shipping time significantly vs Suez
Canal route

o 3Tfeds AT AT &1 3nfefds Yo T e | 7,000 fHt 8|

Economic coercion dimension: Trump's threats to Canada include trade tariffs (25%+
on Canadian goods) + annexation rhetoric — Canada's economy heavily integrated
with USA's.

311fefes EETe: 27 6 BATETS TTHH WR 25%+ SR0; BATETS 3refeawer stReT iR arcfes vl



F1. Past Background / Yd&Tel

» 1867: USA buys Alaska from Russia — sets precedent for Arctic territory transactions.
e 1867: USA &THH H 3cb] @G|

* 1949: NATO formed — with Canada and USA as founding members.

e 1949: NATO 7|

» 1958: NORAD formed — joint Canada-USA aerospace defense.

e 1958: NORAD T&A|

» 1996: Arctic Council established.

« 1996: 31Tbfed URE<|

» 2007:Russia plants flag on Arctic seabed — escalating sovereignty claims.
o 2007: %H P 3TbICP Hidel W e

e 2013:India becomes permanent observer in Arctic Council.

o 2013:4Rd 371 TRYE H Tt yddars |

» 2022:India releases its first Arctic Policy.

e 2022:HRd Pl Tgeit 3MTebfees FHfd |




e Arctic Council — Detailed:

Founded: 1996, Ottawa Declaration

8 member states: Canada, Denmark (Greenland/Faroe Islands), Finland,
Iceland, Norway, Russia, Sweden, United States

6 categories of non-member participants including Permanent Observers

India as Permanent Observer (since 2013): Along with China, South Korea,
Japan, Singapore, Italy, Germany, UK, France, Poland, Netherlands,
Switzerland, Spain

Cannot deal with military matters

Russia's Arctic Council participation suspended/limited after Ukraine
invasion

« India's Arctic Policy (2022) — Six Pillars:

1

o o W N

Science and Research

Climate and Environmental Protection
Economic and Human Development
Transportation and Connectivity
Governance and International Cooperation

National Capacity Building
Ministry: Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES)



e India's Arctic Research Infrastructure:

« Himadri Station: Opened 2008; Ny-Alesund, Svalbard, Norway; India's

permanent research station

 IndARC:India's first multi-sensor mooring observatory in Arctic Ocean

(Kongsfjorden); monitors oceanographic parameters

o Svalyus: Annual Arctic expedition

« NCPOR (National Centre for Polar and Ocean Research): Goa; nodal agency

» Arctic vs Antarctic — Key Differences:

Parameter Arctic [ 3dfed Antarctic | 3ierhfes

Nature Ocean surrounded by land Continent surrounded by ocean
Governance No specific treaty; UNCLOS applies Antarctic Treaty System (1959)
Sovereignty claims Multiple countries claim territory No sovereignty — protected
Resources Active resource extraction No resource extraction allowed
Military No prohibition Military activities prohibited

India's station

Himadri (Norway)

Maitri + Bharati



Exam Year Question Options Answer
UPSC 2022 Indiabecamea (a) 2008 (b) 2011 (c) 2013 (c) 2013
CSE permanent observer in (d) 2016
Prelims the Arctic Council in

which year?
UPSC 2021 India's first permanent (a) Longyearbyen, Norway  (b) Ny-Alesund,
CSE Arctic research station (b) Ny-Alesund, Svalbard,  Svalbard, Norway
Prelims "Himadri"islocated at:  Norway (c) Reykjavik,

Iceland (d) Tromse, Norway

UPSC 2023 NORAD (North (a) 1945 (b) 1949 (c) 1958 (c) 1958 — during
CSE American Aerospace (d) 1963 Cold War to defend
Prelims Defense Command) against Soviet threat

was formed in which

year?
UPSC 2022 Whichofthefollowing (a)lonly(b)land2(c)1 (c) 1and 3 — Military
CSE is/are correctaboutthe  and3(d)1,2and3 matters CANNOT be
Prelims Arctic Council? 1. It was discussed

founded in 1996 2.
Military matters can be
discussed in the Arctic
Council 3. India has
been a permanent
observer since 2013
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2023 The "Northwest

2021

2023

Passage" is:

Article 5 of the NATO
treaty relates to:

"India's Arctic policy is
driven by scientific
interests but is
increasingly acquiring
strategic dimensions."
Critically analyse
India's Arctic
engagement and its
implications for India's
foreign policy.

(a) A searoute through
Russia's Arctic (b) A land
route through northern
Canada (c) A searoute
through Canadian Arctic
Archipelago connecting
Atlantic and Pacific
Oceans (d) A passage
through Greenland's inland
ice

(a) Procedure for adding
new members (b) Financial
contributions of member
states (c) Collective
defense — attack on one =
attack on all (d) Rules for
peacekeeping operations

(Mains descriptive)

(c) Through
Canadian Arctic
Archipelago

(c) Collective defense

Key: Himadri;
IndARC; Arctic
Council observer;
2022 Arctic Policy;
climate research +
monsoon; shipping
routes; rare earth;
Russia-China
competition; balance
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2020

2023

"Permafrost" is
associated with which
of the following?

Greenland is an
autonomous territory of

which country?

Which of the following
countries are members
of the Arctic Council? 1.
India 2. Russia 3.
Norway 4. China

(a) A type of Arctic fish (b)
A Russian military base in
Arctic (¢) Permanently
frozen ground that
releases methane when
thawed (d) Ice caps at the
poles

(a) Iceland (b) Norway (c)
Denmark (d) Canada

(a)1,2and 3 (b) 2and 3 only
(c)2and 3 only (d) 1,3 and
4

(c) Permanently
frozen ground
releasing methane

(c) Denmark

(c¢) Russia and
Norway (India and
China are observers,

not members)



Consider the following statements about the Arctic region and Canada's Arctic exercise:

3Tdhfeeh & 3R BATST & 3MThied 3NATH & IR ¥ fAFfdfEd B[l i) faar &

1. Canadian soldiers from the 1st Canadian Ranger Patrol Group conducted a 5,000+ km
snowmobile patrol braving minus 60°C temperatures, partly motivated by US
President Trump's threats to make Canada an American state. 1St BTeTs I5R Uglel U &b
BATSTS Al 4 -60°C ATIHT H 5,000+ fdsHl T FHIHIETSE 719 Y, ST 341fRIeh B J US Iegufd gr g
&I BATST BT 3TN DI 35T g1 DI yrfdal § YR e |

2. NORAD (North American Aerospace Defense Command) was officially formed in 1958
because neither Canada nor the United States could independently respond to the
threat posed by the Soviet Union. NORAD 1958 H 31faas1iRes %9 9§ fSd fasar wam aiffds 7 ar
HATST 3R T € 3MARBT TIfaTd TG P Wk BT WdF BY F STd1e & FhdT 2AT|

3. Indiais a full member of the Arctic Council, having joined in 2013 when it was first

established. HRd 371d{ees TREE &1 Yui He& &, Sit 2013 H Uget! F&ATIHT U 2TfHe g31T|

4. Canada's Arctic region is approximately 40% the size of continental Europe —

demonstrating the enormous scale of the territory Canada is defending. &ATST T

TP & TETEIITT TRY & 3THR BT AT 40% 8 — I8 &1 fSyds! BATST I8N SR IET 2

Which of the statements given above are correct?



Tim Cook to Step
Down as Apple CEO



Topic

Event

Successor

New Role of Cook

Previous CEO Transition

Tenure Highlights

Financial Achievement

Technology Focus Ahead

About John Ternus

Strategic Signal

Details (English)

Tim Cook to step down as CEO of
Apple Inc. on 1 September 2026 after
~15 years

John Ternus (Senior VP, Hardware
Engineering) named next CEO

Will become Executive Chairman
(strategic role, not daily operations)

Cook became CEO in 2011 after Steve
Jobs

Expansion beyond iPhone: Apple
Watch, AirPods, Services (Music,
TV+), subscription growth

Apple became world's most valuable
listed company multiple times

Shift toward Artificial Intelligence
(Al), advanced chips, next-gen
hardware

Joined Apple in 2001, leads hardware
innovation (Mac, iPhone, iPad)

Focus on product engineering &
silicon chips (M-series)

faazor (&)

Tim Cook &7 15 asl & a1g 1 fidar
2026 &1 Apple Inc. & CEO Ug & g2t

John Ternus (HfAaR VP, gr¥der gsiifafam)
¢ CEO &t

Executive Chairman &7 (urHifdas fdesT,
e darea 78l

Cook 2011 # Steve Jobs & @1g CEO a1

iPhone & 31 fa%R: Apple Watch,
AirPods, Services (Music, TV+), GsafepRM

@

Apple &% aR gfAa1 &t Fa@ Heaar byt
qt

wiasr & Al, vgay faw 3k 78 gddmr
ABAlE TR BIeT

2001 % Apple iTg4 s, gdar (Mac,
iPhone, iPad) AR &1 Add

vwisae gitfAafan 3k fafeeia faw (M-
series) 9 3R



Aspect

New CEO
Replacing

Background of Ternus

Leadership Context

Core Challenges

Category

Al Lag
Apple Intelligence Gaps
Software Weakness

WWDC Performance

Supply Chain Issues

Details

John Ternus (Head of Hardware Engineering)

Tim Cook (after ~15 years as CEOQ)

- At Apple ~25 years
- Led iPad, iPhone, Apple Watch, AirPods
- Key role in transition to in-house chips (Apple Silicon)

Leadership exits + rising pressure in Al race

Explanation

Apple behind peers like Microsoft, Google, Meta, Amazon

Al features (Siri upgrade) still limited vs competitors

Strong hardware, but weaker Al software ecosystem

2024: Announced "Apple Intelligence”

2025: Seen as underwhelming

Geopolitical tensions + rising chip/memory costs






Japan Ends
Ban on Lethal

- Weapons

Exports




Topic

Event

Decision Authority

Policy Shift

Earlier Policy

Now Allowed

Export Limit

Approval Mechanism

Restrictions Continue

Details (English)

Japan ends ban on export of lethal

weapons

Approved by PM Sanae Takaichi's
Cabinet

Major change from post-WWII pacifist
policy

Ban on export of military equipment

(except limited non-lethal uses)

Export of fighter jets, missiles,

warships (destroyers)

Only to ~17 trusted countries with

defence agreements

Each deal needs clearance from
National Security Council

No exports to countries actively in war

faaror (f&h)
Japan 7 "1a® gfermR) & fFafa wR ufdaer

fgdla faea g & a1 o1 erifaardt Aifa @ ast
Errio|

Ugat A=I 3Bl & fAafd iR ufdees (bad
TifAd R-arde 3um)

39 BIEeR e, i, Iguld (FERR) &1
fFafa dva

Bad ~17 faeaa+ta 22 &) 53 28 grsia
g

= IR & faw Ao fGRNRE Br3fad 6
Hopdt ST

g ¥ enfitet 2eff 1 frafe et @m



® Why Japan Changed Policy

Reason (English) BRI (fZdh)

Rising threat from China and North Korea China 3k North Korea & agaT FaRT

Indo-Pacific security tensions 2e1-UfIf%he &7 A ggar a g

Strengthening alliances with United States, Australia United States, Australia @ J1el Toder Hiqd BT
Boost domestic defence industry H0], & J&NT D1 dgrar gAT

Reduce import dependence 3T UR fRar &H &A1

< Strategic Partnerships

Country/Group (English) Details (English) faazor (f&<h)

United Kingdom & Italy Joint next-gen fighter jet program ATl Ulet &b WBIgeR i &bl JYad fabr
Australia $6.5B frigate deal $6.5 fafezm &1 fibie ausitar

United States Key defence partner in Indo- £81-Ofaf% e A ur & Jgamt

Pacific



@ All-Women Cohort Wins 2026
Goldman Environmental Prize






Topic

Event

Established

Nickname

Award Focus

Regions Covered

2026 Highlight

Key Themes

Example Winner

Details (English)

2026 Goldman Environmental Prize

winners are all women (first time)

Founded in 1989 by Goldman

Environmental Foundation

Known as “Green Nobel Prize”

Honors grassroots environmental
activists

6 regions: Africa, Asia, Europe, North

America, South America, Islands

First all-women cohort in history

Climate justice, biodiversity, Indigenous

rights, anti-mining

Sasha Finch (UK) - anti-fossil fuel

campaigns

faazor (fgeh)

2026 Goldman Environmental Prize & 3t

1989 ® Goldman Environmental Foundation

BRI MG d
"7 Add RIBR" & H T Ulig

STHIAT TR & ATaR0T BRIGAT3N B I

6 &4: 31hiasT, Tferm, IR, 343 3T, gferor
3mRa®T, ga

sfdera A ugdl 9rR vl afgane fastar

fayer

Sasha Finch (UK) - Sitaren seM faer aifiama



<& Significance of 2026 Edition

Aspect (English) ugd (fEdh)

First time all winners are women Ugdt gr It fastar Afgang
Highlights role of women in climate leadership Sarg Adcd | Afgarai & YA
Shows power of local grassroots movements TR MG &Y 2rfara g2rfar 8
Reflects rising focus on environmental justice UATRUM <RI WR dadl &9

& Global Impact & Themes

Theme (English) Details (English) faazor (f&<h)

Climate Action Fighting fossil fuel expansion Sitarer e fasar @1 fadrer
Biodiversity Protection Forest & wildlife conservation g9 Ud gISitg I3efoT
Indigenous Rights Protecting land from exploitation HfH BT NS0T J g™l

Water Conservation River and ecosystem protection afea sik uiRfeeifaehy &t zam



« Important Exam Facts

Point (English)

Total winners till now: 239 from 98 countries
Women winners till date: 112+
Award given annually to 6 activists

Focus on local action = global impact

@ Why Important for Exams

Aspect (English)

Environment & Climate Change topic
Role of women in global governance
Awards & International Organizations

Grassroots movements case study

fag (f&sh)

g ddb Pl fastdr: 98 qoif & 239
319 dep Afgel fasiar: 112+

&R I 6 BRIGal3N B Ga1 Si1dT 8

LH BRf - dfedas ya

vgd, (&)
ygfarur 3k Seary aRad4
dfeads A | Afgash & i
FHARTSGET REPR

SHIET 3TiEIal BT eI



Jonnagiri Gold Mine —
Boost to India’s
Domestic Production



GOLD EXTRACTION

CYANIDE
SOLUTION ACTIVATED CARBON

GOLD
RECOVERY
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Topic

Project Name

Location

Significance

Objective

Developers

Investment

Area Covered

Details (English)

Jonnagiri Gold Mine

Andhra Pradesh — Kurnool district

First large-scale private gold mine since

Independence

Reduce India's import dependence on
gold

Geomysore Services + Deccan Gold Mines

+ Thriveni Earthmovers

2400+ crore

~598 hectares

faaror (f&)
SITRT Tes HISH
Andhra Pradesh — &+d faiall

AT &b 91G Ugel 931 {331 1ites ArgA

HRd ! 11 & 3maTd U= fAndvar &w &Aar

Geomysore Services + Deccan Gold Mines +

Thriveni Earthmovers

2400+ B8

~598 BaRW



1\ India’s Gold Dependency

Aspect (English)

Imports
Domestic Production
Historical Mine

Impact

'© Production & Capacity

Parameter

Certified Resources
Estimated Reserves
Annual Production

Status

faazor (fgeh)

India imports 800+ tonnes/year

Very low (~1.5 tonnes/year from Hutti Gold Mines)

High pressure on foreign exchange reserves

Details (English)

13.1 tonnes gold

Up to 42.5 tonnes

~1,000 kg/year for 15 years

Pre-commercial stage (2026)

faaror (&)
13.1 29 IHT
T 42.5 €4

~1,000 fHa1/ay (15 ITd db)

Hi-wHfRe LT (2026)



(&) Gold Mining Process (Exam Important)

Stage (English) Explanation (English) R (&)

Mining Open-pit drilling & blasting 3fga-fie 44, f3fdm a smfen
Crushing Ore crushed into fine particles 3P P UIHHR Bl BHUT g41¢ S1d &
Separation Gravity separation of coarse gold TSty fafer J \ier JAT e
Leaching Cyanide dissolves remaining gold IARIATES T JAT AT STTdT &
Absorption Gold absorbed on activated carbon Ifeha w1 IR AT sraeifed
Refining Electro-winning & smelting = doré bars gadRI-fafqT g T - SR IR
« Important Exam Facts

Point (English) fag (f&h)

Supports Aatmanirbhar Bharat in minerals FfAst &3 7 aeAf ik WRa &1 gerar

Encourages private sector participation st &7 b vrieR) geraT &

Reduces import bill & forex pressure 3rmaa fae 3iik fageht Hg1 gama &n

Boosts mining sector reforms in India HRd A T4 §4 YR BT dgrdl



Earth Day is observed every year on April 22. Test your know

facts related to this day

Sindhu Nagaraj

b

QUESTION 1

In which year was this event first held?

A

QUESTION 2

How is the person Julian Koenig associated
with Earth Day?

N

QUESTION 3

The first Earth Day was focused on which
country?

A

QUESTION 4

What is the Earth Day-themed single
released in 19907

A

QUESTION 5

Which was the unfortunate event that gave a
push for the event to be observed?

CM AN

GLIMATE
NGREENENT

A

Visual
question: How
is this logo
related

to Earth Day?
GETTY IMAGES
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Word of the day

Inconspicuous:

not prominent or readily noticeable

Synonym: invisible

Word of the day

Jeer:
showing your contempt by derision

Usa ge: Security personnel remained
inconspicuous during the event.

Synonyms: taunt, mock, insult

Pronunciation: newsth.live/7JBGzP/
inconspicuous

Usa g€ Even after the jeers, he continued
his speech.

International Phonetic alphabet:

/1n.kan'spik.ju.as/

Pronunciation: newsth.live/jeer

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /dzs/

.
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