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Starmer
mulling over
political
future in UK.

ty
within the NTA
Looking at the costs of
institutional failures

cawL Fom PROBE
¥5,000 cr. misused in
Ram Temple: Kharge
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'CRB’s DNA database

ROARING BACK
Spain proves too hot
for Saudi Arabia

crosses 1 lakh entries
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KOLKATA
Spesking after commissioning
tree naval

Ammonia leak Kkills two at T.N. seafood unit

More than 60 people, mostly migrant workers,
hospitalised; Chief Minister forms inquiry panel

Deepa H. Ramakrishnan
cHENNAI

wo migrant work-

were

within the premises. The
deceased have been identi-
Bed as jumani Juang and B.
Malothi.

The police arrested the

proprietor of the company

and the factory manager,

Who both have a case

pending against them for
s of

ships on Sunday, PM Narendra
Modi aid no nation could be 3
major power withant manbme
capabiltie. » PAGE &

CJP implores
farmers to join
protest in Delhi

~ n
The Cockroach Jansta Party
(CIF) on Suncay, imvited

far ups o join it
gemonstration over sllezed
examination Fregularities and
the NEET paper ieak. » PAGE &

n
mil Nadu on Sunday. Of
those In hospital, 23 have
1 admitted to the Inten-
sive Care Unit
The Tiruvallur district
ce said the private
company, Peter & Paul Sea-
food Exports vt Lid., at
village near Pe.
xl).lprl).\xu was eng:
in processing shrimps a
exporting tsem.
At the time of the acci-
dent, there were 67
at the site, mostly migrant
women, who worked in
the factory and lved in the
accommodation provide:

previol
dustrial safecy noems.
During inspection, it
w: id the company
did not have a suitable
alarm system, a fire hy-
drant,_ or a Form 12 register
for the Employee State In-
surance scheme.

Safety violations
The company had also not
obtained a revised plan ap-

Chief Minister C. Jaseph
Vijay set up a three-mem-
ber panel to probe into the
incident and ordered 2

%2 lakh ex-gratia to be paid to kin of the deceased,
both from Odisha; T.N. to arrange return of bodies

ers to the Venkatesw:

Hospital in  Red Hills,
wrces in the district ad-
ministration  said. From
ose fous con-

o weepe eherd Wy the
i Government
Hospital, n oth-
ers were sent to the Go-

tronal spec personnel 2
Tiruvallur district of Tamil Nadu after the gas leak on Sunday. #1

lakh each to be paid to the
families of the two dead
workers. state-
ment said the panel had
been tasked to submit an
intertm report in 24 hours
and final report in three
days. To prevent the recur-

Industries, it ad:
Mr.

that lhﬂ:agodles 1 man

sporte

places Tor fnal rtes a1 the
Taxll.tl Mlu

anley Hospital
in Chennai.

The police had earlier
indicated that seven work-
ers were feared killed, but

government later clarl
fied that the death toll was
actually ewo.

The

icide not amounting to
murder).

Sources in the Depart-
ment of Industrial Safety
and Health sasd a case had
been filed sgainst the con

any’s owner and m r
for various viclations fol-
Lowss

Proprietor and manager held; both have pending
cases for violations of industrial safety guidelines

mote locations, without
access o a mergen-
cy response centre, they
must have an on-site emer-
sency plan approved by
the District Collector, be

As in the case of the Ma-
nali area, where

Ev'fn after giving due
notice and conducting a se-
cond inspection, these vio-
Lations were not rectified.
A chargesheet was then

a case is already pending

them in the Chief
Judicial Magistrate’s Court
in Twruvallur, officials said.

Monitoring

S he rescue team, com-

pol-
ice arrested %
owner of the factory, and

1,
under Section 105 of the

Nyaya Sanhita

rence of such accidents, prising 30 personnel, factory mana
the government has man-  rushed to the loc
dated Joint in- with 3

of all personal ip-

culpable bowm-

expert K.
Karthikeyan recalled a si-
milar ammonia leak that

unit in Thoo!

years ago. As such
o - sy i el

stacks are monitored by
the Tamil Nadu Pollution
Cmnunl Board, all units us-

AcArs: et sl
oy iy
toring system whereby the
police, fire department,
and the respective district
administration are alerted
in case of a leak for smme-

RELATED REPORT ON
»PAGE2

Poses on peaks

I syme: Army perscnenel Take part i  yog:

in Ladakn The

Day of Yoga was.

Sunday. PTI REPORTS. PAGE 6

More than 20 lakh candidates take
NEET re-test under heavy security

NEW DELII

More than 20 lakh candi-
dates appeared for the Na-
tional - Eligibility-cum-En-
trance  Test  (Under
graduate) re-test at 5,440

While the NTA has not
stated the exact number of
students who appeared for
the re-test, it is likely that
the number is lower than
the 22.05 lakh who had ap-

staflf, were mobilised

Takon two: Medical aspi

across the country to con-
duct the ex; tson, with
the NTA also drawing the
support of the Central
Armed Police Forces, the

formatics Centre, and the
Indian Air Force.

ants appesring for the NEET retest wast
outside an examination centre in New Dethi on Sunday. it ¥ uCCRTHY

While the retest re-

mained NCERT-focused,
students found the paper
more de dlng u-au lhe

ancell
lengthier, calculation hea:
vy physics section.

Many students  said
physics was the hardest
section while chemistry

was moderately challeng-

ing. Biology guestions
were ly NCERT-based.
they

nancial, and psyd’xologlq\!
hurdies for some

With their families HagEing
Snmmatng: Miicsluies s
reaching the examination
nnum

centre-specific rule
i fecartty chesls toa
o confusion, with some
students denied entry due

o delays.

Aadhaar-based biomet-
ric and face authentica
t5on, 1,38.560

ras, signal jammers, and
two-dayer frisking with the
Support of the State police
forces were in place across
centres.

Chance to ‘turn over a new
leaf” with Iran, says Vance

OBBUERGEN

building out the interim
deal to end the war in Iran
reached by the two sides

week.
Mr. Vance is holding
lalks Jwih [ran's pariiamen.

mad

Spe.
Bay»er ‘Ghalibaf, and Fo-

Minkster Abbas
Angh i, 2t a Swiss moun-
tainside resort near Lake

the room for the direct
engagement.

The U.S. is looking to
tran locked into negotia-
tions over its nuclear pro-
gramme amid concerns it

cm
[

may be used for military

or ngo-
ing conflice in Lebanon
between Israel and Hezbol-
lah continues to threaten
to derall the peace effores.
The question before ux
now is
Can we accomplish togeth
er? Can we turn over a new
leaf?” Mr. Vance said as the

Abbas.
Speaker Mohammed Bagher Ghaibal, in Swizerdand on Sunday. AP

Araghchi and

talks, dubbed the ~Lake
Lucerne Summit™, got un-
der way.
White trans Pneslaem
muan

Masoud
before the mesting o

Eiamic Republic will s
tain its right to a nuclear
programme, the country’s
state broadcaster said that
nuclear programme was
not discussed on Sunday.

‘TROOPS FREE TO ACT"

» PAGE 14

India-U.S. interim trade deal needs ‘final touches’

NEW DELHI

With U.S. Trade Represen-
tative (USTR) Jamieson
Greer set to visit Inda this
week, two separate sourc-
s in the government have
told The Hirdu that an

the US. was keen on seeirg
2 deal in

Mr. Greer i3 scheduled
to meet Commerce Minis-
ter Piyush Goyal and other
officials duﬂu);‘llﬂs Two-day
visit. However, while the
provisions of the deal are
nearing completion, Mz
Gayal has indicated Ut fts
implementation will still
require the US. to first fi-
nalise various tariffs.

~USTR Greer is sche-
duled 1o visit Indis on June
23 and 247 & senior Com-

ree Ministry official o

firmed, addingdhae e
Greer w M
Gayal and that the discus.

sions would be centred on
~giving final touches to the
framework deal™

Mr. Goyal on Sarurday
indsca y

competitive advantage,” he
said. “The currently
pending is that our duties
need to be lower com-
pared 1o those of compet-
ing nations; once this i set-
ted, the trade agreement
will be implemented.~

e two countries, in a
joint statement issued in

deal that was expect

Jamieson Greer

be stgned within the next
few months. Under the
deal. the Uis. was expected
impose an 18% tarifl on
impans from India, giving
an advantage over

tors. Howev-

er, later that month, the

jons have

stage” a second govern-
ment source closely asso-
ciated with India’s trade
deals told The Hindu. “Sev-
eral issues and details have
been settled The US.

seems serious about fina-

an agreement ™

“Advantage amid ariffs’
The office of the USTR in
March launched a probe
under Section 301 of the
US. Trade Act of 1974 o
look into whether its trade
partners, including Indis.,
re taking enon steps
%o stop the i import of goods
made using forced Lsbour.

in June prope
tariff on 54 countries, in-
cluding india, alleging they
had “failed to impose and
effectively enforce™ prohi-
bitions on the import of

produced  using
libour: The final
case will

e Section 301 inves-

tigaion 13 legal and is fob
lowing o s
s ce Minisery official
“India has made its
submissions to the US.

said that they expect U.S.
Lariffs o remain “in one
form or anotber™ as they
are part of a politically and
strateggcally sensitive issue
manufacturing

ficial added that the trade
deal would still provide In-
dia an advantage over its
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Frime Minister Narendra Mods with Chief of the Kaval Staff Admiral
Wrishna Swaminathan atthe ceremony in Kolkata on Sunday. P

‘Maritime sector a

major engine of
economic growth’

ROLEATA

Prime Minister Marendra
Modi on Sundyy said no
nation eould emerge as a
major  power  without
strong maritime
cagabilities.

He was speakin an
event here after coemie.
stombng thres
Euile naval ships

am acdvanced stealkth
mgax.e INS Sanshodbak, a
survey vessel (large); ancd

the INS an anti-sub-
marine warfare shallow
watereraft.

Describing the event as

a milestone in the joursey
Eowards “an Acranin bhar

whewed the maritime sec-
ot as an isolaved in-
Austry bur major en-

Auence will be equally ro-

| preparing
atself for thes,” lve said. as-
serting that Dsdia did not
wish to be merely a buyes
in the defence sector,
~The siwemgth of the na-

e
selfreliant. India seeks w0
se a producer ssd =
manufacturer, because
thons that manufactue be
gonwe decisive players on
the srage.” he said.
u;ghlsy.uug

more than 40 ndigen ¢

Bl warships and subima-

rines have been inducted

into the ndlan Navy over
past few years.

Minister Raj-
nath Sengh said that the tri-
o Ixmuuugo(l"\s Du-
sragiri, § and INS
[t s "going e
be 3 “defining moment i
Indias maritime capability
development™.

I5.000 crore ‘misused’
in Ram Temple: Kharge

C chief calls for investi

on into the

scam in the tel

e: referring o ULP. gowvi’s

imguiry in the issue. he says those looting money in the name of Lord Ram must be ‘behind bars

BENGALURL

lleging that 75,000
e

constructed ta loet maoney.
Nobody gave any sccount
of fe money collected ar-
ter LK. ] Advani's Rath Ya-
tra ow, after the cor
struction of the temple,

e has been mis-

in Bengslury o Sunday.
“I have seen several
emnples being consecrated

the sdod, i ated the
temple and even cur the
sibbon. Money s being

looted from the temple. An

isvests con-
diacted i fired st wisether
the money is being looted

GRIERLL BRI DK, Shivakumar, Matlikargan Knar
during the installation ceremarmy ol KPCC pre

by his followers or by so-

meane else” Mr
aaid.

Feferring to the inquiry
anmounced by Utar Pri-
e Gt nimar Yot
Adiryanath, be  asked-

harge

Modi and the temple are
wlrh wou, pust those Looting

vey in the name of fa-
o behind bars

“Rights being tramphed”

B
ed on the basis of religion
and faith, looting was. tak-

ing place in the name of

na
“The righes of people

and sdents are being
trampled upon and the

war fthe Nasional

Because
DEnmaarJL Alliance  go-

, B, Hanprasad, Siddmmeniah,
errt i Bien sy o Sunday, 4 ALLEM EGERUSE

Randeep Surjewaln,

s, slasiprasad o wrk to-
gether. Wi aiffe-
rpoces dhat may €rep
should ot it
goﬁlg 15> thes Hedia,

Tt il aftect the parsy and
its workess,” Mr Kluargs
saled.

tom is not F\nntlnlllngpr:r
perly, you are conducting
the NEET examination for

= ave
trayed lakhs of students”
he

rar. Kllarge at the event

pointed KPOE  presidens

Advice to b

Offiering advice to Mr. Shi-
valumsar and Mr. Haripra-
P Khar, el

oms. ey
will stand with you in the
BEMP [Brubhat Bengaluru
Mslanagara Palikel, tabubk
panchayar snd =ili pan-
Chhayan oms.

U.P. govt. must avoid
targeting heritage
structures, say MPs

LUCKNOW

MPs from  Uar

Sunday_ said
srare autlvorities shoubd re-
fram fro

naustiom
Pradesh

mous X
bt absor give exzesnal ad”
wersar ties 1o

s oppan
speak it sdias lnees
mal mattess.

a
They said tat the Muskim
community in Ltsar Pra-
deslh seeed s ke lessons
from of
Pk

Statement condenmed
Glsazipur MP Afzal Arsarl
said thar in Uttar Pradeshs,
the governssent at Cemes
ook one-sided action on
hesitage structures related.
Lo Muslims over encroach-

pave opportunities o
external enemies o give
Lec: an minarlty rights
tor Diadia and rakse Bsues in

fully, enfoying consti-

wurional rights in ous -
meland Dedia. The Muslin
eomumnunity in te State of
urttar Pradesh s capable
enough to its concern

et of Tt
sites within e robust de-
mocrathe framework of Tn-
dia throueh an indepen-
abert judiciary and systems
of povernance” bhe said

Muslims &n 1 were liv-
ing in a far better condirion

n Pakistan.
My ansari added

for an immediste halt to
such actons and wrged the
protection  of  minorio
sights and shared culnural

Foredgn countries
ar heads of state have no

1o Conmunent on in-
weriial affairs of bdis,” Mr
Kharn sai

Police begin collecting DNA records under
2022 law: over one lakh profiles generated

NEW DELS

The police in seversl States
have  started  collecting
OrA o primarily
from blood samples. of
suspects arrested for hei-

ower  the
months,

Hoame

The samples are Ieing
collected um.ier Ui Cripnd-
Bt

unm
P

measure)
wnies by

mb-o»wol sampiles can be
enatched with recards 1o
ienesy habirust offenders.

ished across the counery,

rean of Investgaion, te
Natsonal Livestsgation
Apency, and the Marcotics
Conzral

mlmusaf[lnﬂrl’[

systen were showexsed or
T 15 an an NCFB vt
aver by Home Mi-

mister Az Sl
nples are =t pre-

sent being collecred by pol-
ice in cases punishable by
seven years. The DNA,
mastly deawn from bleod
and i some cases saliva

fingerprint records, KAFIS
has played a significant
role i solving many obd in-
fer-State crin
presentation on the Creg
s ——

~Through Cret, now all

which gen-
erates a ul:lque vumber.  informarion  related o
The MNCRE the i

s ‘records. The  face

code in
sancty of the samples de-

pends on the police” an
RiCRED ameial satd.

rAFTS
ncrrt .qu 2022 allows pol-
cilicers o

ke physlcal and biologi-
cal samples of arrested ancd
d To

. dris, and o
So g owaicd
thomal-level sea.mdlab.le- dla-
tabase, ma accurate
alldﬁﬂenuricidglllﬂl.a[lml
possible within moments.

a photn cbtamed
Imnla erime seemne can be
instantdy matched with re-

avros the country.
crel as a unified

make these provisions ef-
fective, there was a meed
@ national than

System across the Country,
plaers wvery dentifeation-

could integrare and make

muel) Crabed i & stamdsr

s, registration of biologi-
cal samples as well There
is a provision to recain all
these measurements se-
curely for 75 years,” i sasd.

Accarding to the NCRE

Gunfire at MLA office
shows law and order
collapse, says Hooda

GURLIGRAM

Former Cliel Mingster and
Leader of the Opposition

samples recovered from
crime scemes can be direct-
Iy matched with existing
Fecaords, enabling the iden-
tincation of habual ifen-

ders  through  scientific
methods.

Video

The MCRE said the CrPl
system alse has an ad-

ootage 1o identily
!amatsuspldauspersu
ancd msatch them with the

“arhar

identfication-related data systemn. As per stan-  national database.
useful across the country. hile taking photos, ook hours of ma-
In this direction, tse MCEB  clarity of the eyes Is en-  noal iovestigadion is oo

L the N.lhouul Au- sured se that sdentificarion  possible in just a few mi-
tomated Lden- isnot despite sy B This feature  alse
Hifbeation System (AR r changes Crpt  smpliies and speeds up
the year 202, wl:ld\Iul.Iy ensures inersiace

autcmated fye Kixgerpring

amd iris s of
arrested

criminals, as teir recon

an
persans, andiugps:mlcss»

can be
acrass the country,” bt said.

Siragh Hocda cn
Sunday described the fir-
=5 MLA Bal-

affice

ryana's crimbling law and
order~, warning that or-
ganised crime lhad resur-
faced with S0-60 gangs
now  active across  the
State

Two masked men on 3
motareycle fired at least
fosr rolsnds st Mr. Daasgi's
office i Melam, Rohalk,
in the early hours of Satus-
ey, shatering glass doors
and wir Mo injuries
were reported.

Accused beld
Thee Rohitak police on Sui-
rrested oo of the ac-

e o beer
“The secand
shooter has been idensi-
fied. Further brvestigation

-
v Bvapinder
Singh Hooda wisiting MLA
Balram Dangi's Rehtak affice on
Sunday. SEECW ARSAMGEMERT

Congress |eade:

is under way" the official
added

rding 1o police,
Aman £ e

HC panel tells
Meghalava to
draw plan to
curb illegal
coal mining

The Hinds Burean
GUWANA

A onemember  judicial

comminee appainted by
thee Meglualays High Court
s rven e State govern-
ment 15 days bo addiess e

crime ar the behest of & cri-
minal who has abowst 30

v, M.
wisized the site of the fiFing
Speakiig to reporters, he

 EaIRsrers were operat-

from jails in Gujarat
i, e S

CJP invites farmers to join stir at Delhi’s
Jantar Mantar as protest enters third day

NEW DELHI

The Cockroach Janata Par-
ty (CIP) on Sunday, on the

e
irreilarities and the NEET
paper leak, invited farmer
Eroups to join its demon-
slrsuml at Delhi’s Jamtar
an

CH founder abhijeet

For Union Edscatson Minis-
e
K

ner Dharmsendra Pradhsns
TesigTAtoN

“The provest will conti-
sie tomorrow as well and

Appealing 1o the farm-
ing comumunisy, ME. Dipls
student staod
el ey dufl:lg theis
movements and now, they
expect similar solidarity i
return,
=1 appeal faremers
across India to come and
stand with students at Jan-

tar Mantar” e

In & serles of posts on X,
the CIF L e will ot
Learves o

Pradh
and If governmen thinks
exlsmsstion wi

der Deavy police deploy-
COTV surveillance.

el eaipped it by

. B
This protese will anly grow

The CIF founder also ap-
pealed to e public to
reach Jantar Mantar and
asked MNEET re-examir
tion candidates to join the
protest after completing

theeir test.
e are holding e for
but withour your suppart

this movernent wont be
c s

The preotes: " begun
s Saturday aftermoon b

India-EU trade pact to be
signed by December: Goyal

NEW DELHI

Endia and the Z7-nstion Ea-
rapean Unbon will sig the
free trade agresment (FTA)
by December and are likely

Wwhile police repearedly
on el

evening that Use gathering
had permission only ull 5
m and asked the proves-

ters o vacate the site. Mr.
Dipke and several sup

the pact by
Felafuaryﬂanﬂluex( year,
Commerce and Indistry
Minkster Piyush Goyal said
on Sunday.

Oun Jarmuary 37 this year,
mndia  and the an’
nounced the conclusion of
Regatiations for the ~moth-
er of all deals™.

3 almost zero

Sien for us. The Ei's FTA

Pigush Goyl

free trade ssreesvent will
be s Decernbes

He alio sakd that U.S.
ade

T stative Ja-
= Greer is coming o
mdia this wesk 1o hold

r
“The wihole workd is look-
img towards Dsdia,” e ad-
ded Under the sdia-BU
FTA, about 93% of Indian

bloc, while BRports of lux-
cars and wines from

e
together, India
the EU accowm for
25 of the plobal GDE and
one-third (abous SU tri-
af internatbonal trade
calrout $33 erillosn).

and wansporistion undss
u

panel constiruted
il 3022, was mandat-
with the Supreme Courts
and the National Green Tri-

Bunal’s azardous
“rarhole” maljnlnl.“g and
10 keep a check on illegal
transportation of ms] i
Meghalaya.

“Framing of a cosmpre
henshve action plan by the
State Govi for the entire

and the existence of un-
smcaitored open pits.

mining in Meghalaya in
Aprl Zoi. The Supreome

subsequently
nph.eu the ban.
aa




Police begin collecting DNA records under
- 2022 law; over one lakh profiles generated

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

The police in several States
have started collecting
DNA records, primarily
from blood samples, of
suspects arrested for hei-
nous crimes. Along with
DNA profiles, photo-
graphs, fingerprints, and
iris scans, the government
is creating a unique identi-
fication record of arrested
persons and convicts that
can be retained for up to 75
years.

Over the past five
months, the DNA records
of more than one lakh sus-
pects have been stored in a
central database operated
by the National Crime Re-
cords Bureau (NCRB) un-
der the Union Home
Ministry.

The samples are being
collected under the Crimi-
nal Procedure (Identifica-
tion) Act (CrPI), a law
passed in Parliament in
2022. More than 2,600
measurement collection
units have been esta-

DN’_‘ “TEST

s
[ F s .
The biological samples can be
matched with records to

identify habitual offenders.

blished across the country,
and the CrPI system is now
available in police districts
and prisons. It is also ac-
cessible to Central agen-
cies such as the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation, the
National Investigation
Agency, and the Narcotics
Control Bureau.

The contours of the CrPI
system were showcased on
June 19 at an NCRB event
presided over by Home Mi-
nister Amit Shah.

“The samples are at pre-

sent being collected by pol-
ice in cases punishable by
seven years. The DNA,
mostly drawn from blood
and in some cases saliva
too, is then sent to a foren-
sic laboratory, which gen-
erates a unique number.
The NCRB preserves the
code in its records. The
sanctity of the samples de-
pends on the police,” an
NCRB official said.

NAFIS

“CrPI Act, 2022 allows pol-
ice and prison officers to
take physical and biologi-
cal samples of arrested and
convicted individuals. To
make these provisions ef-
fective, there was a need
for a national platform that
could integrate and make
identification-related data
useful across the country.
In this direction, the NCRB
launched the National Au-
tomated Fingerprint Iden-
tification System (NAFIS) in
the year 2022, which fully
automated the fingerprint
matching process. Today,
with more than 1.27 crore

fingerprint records, NAFIS
has played a significant
role in solving many old in-
ter-State criminal cases,” a
presentation on the CrPI
system said.

“Through CrPI, now all
information related to
identification, including
face, iris, and biological
samples is available in a na-
tional-level searchable da-
tabase, making accurate
and scientific identification
possible within moments.
Now, a photo obtained
from a crime scene can be
instantly matched with re-
cords across the country.
CrPI functions as a unified
system across the country,
where every identification-
based measurement is se-
curely stored in a standar-
dised system. As per stan-
dards, while taking photos,
clarity of the eyes is en-
sured so that identification
is not hindered despite any
disguise or changes. CrPI
ensures enrolment of face
and iris measurements of
arrested and convicted
persons, and in special cas-

es, registration of biologi-
cal samples as well. There
is a provision to retain all
these measurements se-
curely for 75 years,” it said.

According to the NCRB
presentation, biological
samples recovered from
crime scenes can be direct-
ly matched with existing
records, enabling the iden-
tification of habitual offen-

ders through scientific
methods.
Video analytics feature

The NCRB said the CrPI
system also has an ad-
vanced video analytics fea-
ture through which investi-
gating officers can upload
CCTV footage to identify
faces of suspicious persons
and match them with the
national database. “What
earlier took hours of ma-
nual investigation is now
possible in just a few mi-
nutes. This feature also
simplifies and speeds up
identification of interstate
criminals, as their records
can be matched instantly
across the country,” it said.



Parameter
Law

Implementing Agency

Ministry

DNA Profiles Generated
Measurement Units Established

Data Retention Period
National Fingerprint Database

Launched

Details

Criminal Procedure (Identification) Act,

2022

National Crime Records Bureau
Ministry of Home Affairs

Over 1 lakh

2,600+

Up to 75 years

National Automated Fingerprint
|dentification System

2022



What is the CrPI Act, 2022?

The Criminal Procedure (Identification) Act, 2022 replaced the colonial-era:

Old Law New Law
Identification of Prisoners Act, 1920 Criminal Procedure (ldentification) Act, 2022
Objective

To allow law enforcement agencies to collect and store identification-related information of:

» Arrested persons
» Convicted persons
» Certain detainees

for scientific investigation and crime detection.



Type of Record
Fingerprints

Palm Prints
Footprints
Photographs

Iris Scan

Retina Scan

DNA Samples
Biological Samples
Signatures

Handwriting Samples

Included

KESESESESEISESECESES



DNA Collection Process

Step-by-Step

Step Process

1 Police collect biological sample

2 Usually blood or saliva sample

3 Sent to forensic laboratory

4 DNA profile generated

5 Unique identification number assigned
6 Stored in NCRB database

Who Can Be Required to Give Samples?

Category Provision
Convicted Persons Yes
Persons Arrested for Serious Crimes Yes
Persons Accused of Certain Offences Yes

Preventive Detention Cases Certain circumstances



What is NAFIS?

National Automated Fingerprint Identification System

Feature

Launch Year
Implementing Agency
Purpose

Coverage

Database Size

Functions
* Fingerprint matching
» Criminal identification
» Inter-state crime detection
» Faster investigations

Details

2022

NCRB

Automated fingerprint matching

Nationwide

More than 1.27 crore fingerprint records



Feature
Fingerprints
Photographs
DNA Samples

ris Scan

Biological Samples
Digital Database

National Integration

1920 Act
Yes
Limited
No

No

No

No
Limited

2022 Act
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Comprehensive
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Facing off: A counter- protester holding an fsracl fag walks into the parking lot near 2 protest at Google Cloud offices in Sumnyvale, Califorria, in 2024. AEUTERS

Whatis Google’s Project Nimbus, and
why are students protestlng agalnst it?

Sahana Venugopal

The story so far:

B June 34, Google CEO Sundar
Pichai’s speech at Stanford was
disrupted as more than 100
students walked ous in protest.

Same carried Palestinian flags, others
draped black-and-white patterned keffoh
as scarves, and they shouted, “Free, free
Palestine!™

The students were protesting agair

t Palestingan

What is Project Nimbus?
Project Nimbus is a technology contract
tween the Israeli government and
Google and Amazon. It is worth over $1
billion_ In May 2021, Google said the
Smneemane worlA deless clotict aervices o
entities,

information on servers managed by AWS.
That data came from the surveillance of

protes
have also taken place at Big Tech
uring

Sources quoted by the media ouw
alleged such lnlonn.nlnn could be e

events, such as
s SOth

¥
in 202S.
Last year, The Guardian, +972

and Local Call cited leaked
under the

help plan airstrikes.
the nl.l)els an

Increase in Israeli ser: from

G ud, AWS, a.lu.‘ Microsoft Azure

since October 2023, a5 army units sought
data storage and Al services.

Why are protesters against Project
Nimbus?
Project Nimbus has been facing backlash

that
ng«.- ‘im:bus contract, Tornel mandated
d Amazon would not
ot el governmental units used
the tech companies” cloud services — even
iolated thy service.

stressed that Project Nimbus

Defense (IMOD)." This announcement
came after media outkets
72 Mag

surveillance or even military action.

Did Microsoft truly sever its ties with
Israel's defense surveillance systems?
While Br. Smith said that Microsoft does
noe provide echr

nce of civilians, he afirmed
the o work™ to

are st velated o the milkary, weapons,
or Amxxzon

since it was first announced In 2021, an
letter signed & Iy by 90

ecsecurky of taracl and

the tech giant

Google workers and over 300 its privacy tohs In a conchuston to the external
workers the per investigatson that Microsoft
Guardian. They condemned Project commissioned after the Azure
Nimbus and the Israeli military's killings Which other tech have
of Palestinian civilians, ciaiming that their l.l.nl(s o lnrj? said it would implement better review
employers would be ~selling . called processes. provide mare gusdance
the Lracli milicary and Bo)mm and ®DS), , and bet

eiian: susthorition and
government-owned companies. The
project was scheduled to run for an instial
period of seven years, and the Israeli
Eovernment could extend it for up to 23
years. A month later, Amazon said the
Esrsell government had selected Amazon
Web Services (AWS) as its primary cloud
provider, under the Nimbus contract for
Eovernment ministries ansd its

tes.

In 2024, an investigation by Israeli
medta outlets ~972 Magazine and Local
Call found thas the country’s army stored

Boveramerar.

< workers clalmed that cloud service
rechnology would belp expand
survedllance of Palesti . a8 weﬂ as

large
s Dave foemal ot aces i Torac andt
its military sector.

he BDS website alleges these

Slegal tsraelt
Opposllh)n 10 Project Nimbus has
Against

equip the
Israell military with mnlpunng systems as

policy
violatio:

The No Azure for Apartheid group.
which is made up of Microsoft workes
claimed on June 6 that Microsoft szill
allowed the Israeli nnlllarv and

well as

grown since the Hamas attacks to the

1sraeli civilians on October 7. 2023, Gaza and automate apartheid in the Weat.
followed by Israel's airstrikes and Bemiky including East Jerusalem

bloc! in Gaza. In 202 Vice-Chalr &
Google e even carsed out shiits | Presidant Bead Soith said the company
at Gooy tsons in the U.S. Later, 28 had ~ceased and rvices

he loca
employees were fis

N a set of se:
0 a unit within the Israel Ministry of

1o host o
projects on e -mounug shore of
cutting all tes with the genocidal Israeli
military and government will be enough.
W will ahow up to cscalate, condront,
and dlsrup( in every ptme

Said the group.

THE DAILY QUIZ

A quiz on International Day of Yoga that was observed on June 21

M.V, Ramanan
~

Why did Prime Minister

Which sadhana: i|

Questions and Answers to the previous

1 Which was the first World Cup to be held outside Europe and

Amencas snd wheo hasted it7 Ans: 1970 wi e

Which Wortd Cup finat is called as the “Miracle of Bern™ and why?
mat

Prease send in your answets 1o
datyquizgehenindu.coin

day’s daity quiz:
th Mexico as ¢

Ans: The 1954 final as the underdogs and semi-professio
est final

The family
was distraught
over the loss

The cancellation of the train left

the in the lurch

sy ran

What is the meanlng-ndongnotme
idiom “left in the lurch’? (P. Keshav,
Madurai

“Lurch’ rhymes with ‘church’, “search’

and ‘perch’. The word comes from the
French ‘lourche’, & board game played
with dice that wais popular In Europe -
especially, . In the loth cennury.
Today, very little & known
game. [t seems to bave died a naeral

ath by the end of the 17th century. The

only reason we remember the game is
because of the expression ‘left in the
lurch’. When playing the game, when
someone was ‘in the lurdly’, it meant he
was in a terrible position — he was likely
tobe defeared by a huge margin. Whh the
passage of ; the idiom changsd to lefk
oy - it beggan 10

game. It means the
promised to support you, abandons you
at a me when you need him/her the
most. The individual had p o
Belp you, and when you find yourself in.a
tongfs apox. tie peraoe chonsss en do the
£ 2Ct — you are left in a very

awlkoward situation.

The builder was left in the lurch when
fifty of his workers walked out on hismn.

Seema was left in the hurch when on

the day of the big party, the cook decided
1o take the day off.

wmchncomurn.viuunadulror
Ravi sat on a chair? Nayar,

Kochi)
Both sentences are grammatically
acceptable; which preposition you choose
to use will depend on the type of chair

hat you are sitting on/in_ 1 the chair has

33, and nothing to restrict your
vou say ‘sit on chair”

{2 are in an enclosed space bue “siton a
yele/mor a

Be careful siting In that chatr. One of
the arms is

Thhe chalr that I at on In the restaurant
was very comfortable.

How is the word ‘distraught”
? (Neeta Mathur,
Kolhapur)
The word consists of two syllables; the
3

s
rhymes wi he” “fought™. The
word is pronor

word is mostly used to mean to be terribly
upses. When you are distraught, you are
s0 worried or nervous about sormething.
that you are unable to think clearly. And
what happens when you are unable to
Lh.ln.k clm.lly" Yulu mind begins to be
it directions’.
e sear Player was distraught when he
penalty in the final minutes of

the game.

Wie were all distraught when we heard
the shocking ne

upendmnkyo@grnmlmm

wWord of the day

Vestige

an indication that something has been present

Synonyms: vece, remnont

with the external objects
= 3. Who heoidds the record as the oidest to score 3 goal in World Cup
history? Ans: Roger Mi Cameroon - 42 years & 39 days
4. Who hoids the record for scoring the mast number of goals in a
singie edition of worid Cup? Ans: Just Fontaine of France - 13
£oals in 1958 edition
5. Prior 1o Golden Giowe sward, what was the name of the tropy
Even o the best goateeper of 3 Workd Cup tourmament? Ans: Lew
Vashin trophy named after one of the all-time greatest
goatkeepers of the game from former Soviet Union
5 Visual question: identify and conmect the two players with thee
unique feat World Cup history? Ans: They are the only players to
score & n the World Cup final. Geoff Hurst of Emgland
in 1966 and Kylian Mbappe of France in 2022

International Day of Yoga? QuesTions
From which animals are
these asanas inspired:
Catur Svanasan.
Seemkacana, Ustrasana?

USABE: Tese ot caturms ore the 1ostven
af the Grcien temple

~
QUESTION 2

What was the theme for
Intemational Day of Yoga
this year?

~

Pronunciation

International Phonetic
Alphabet: fuwsuoy

QUEITIO'I -
From where does the
shioka ‘sam gacchadhvam
Sam vadacEram sam vo
manamsi janatam |devs
Bhiagsm yaths pane
samjanana upasate’ that
tradmionally ztarts a yoga ~ E: =
session come fro; Visual question: Name this eminent Yoga exponent. AILE PTG | Prem Nath Thward Amit Saxena] Aksha Yadas

QUESTION 3
Of the traditional five
broad classifications of
Youa, two are Bhakts and
Karma Yoga. Name the
cther three.

—~

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to

with the subject Text & Context”

~
QUESTION &

e

K




What is Google’s Project Nimbus, and
why are students protesting against it?

Amazon and Google's Project Nimbus cloud contract with Israel has sparked protests over US. Big Tech enabling the Israeli military’s violence against

Palestinians; the row has intensified internal unrest within companies, with employees raising ethical concerns over how their work is being used

Sahana Venugopal

The story so far:
n June 14, Google CEO Sundar
Pichai’s speech at Stanford was
disrupted as more than 100
students walked out in protest.
Some carried Palestinian flags, others
draped black-and-white patterned keffiyeh
as scarves, and they shouted, “Free, free
Palestine!”

The students were protesting against
Google’s Project Nimbus, a tech contract
between the search giant and the Israeli
government that is linked with violence
against Palestinian civilians.

What is Project Nimbus?
Project Nimbus is a technology contract
between the Israeli government and
Google and Amazon. It is worth over $1
billion. In May 2021, Google said the
agreement would deliver cloud services to
Israeli government entities, including
ministries, authorities, and
government-owned companies. The
project was scheduled to run for an initial
period of seven years, and the Israeli
government could extend it for up to 23
years. A month later, Amazon said the
Israeli government had selected Amazon
Web Services (AWS) as its primary cloud
provider, under the Nimbus contract for
government ministries and its
subsidiaries.

In 2024, an investigation by Israeli
media outlets +972 Magazine and Local
Call found that the country’s army stored

information on servers managed by AWS.
That data came from the surveillance of
Palestinians, as per the investigation.
Sources quoted by the media outlets
alleged such information could be used to
help plan airstrikes.

Furthermore, the outlets reported an
increase in Israeli service demands from
Google Cloud, AWS, and Microsoft Azure
since October 2023, as army units sought
data storage and Al services.

Why are protesters against Project
Nimbus?

Project Nimbus has been facing backlash
since it was first announced. In 2021, an
anonymous letter signed internally by 90
Google workers and over 300 Amazon
workers criticised the partnership, per
The Guardian. They condemned Project
Nimbus and the Israeli military’s killings
of Palestinian civilians, claiming that their
employers would be “selling dangerous
technology to the Israeli military and
government.”

The workers claimed that cloud service
technology would help expand the
surveillance of Palestinians, as well as
illegal Israeli settlements on Palestinian
land.

Opposition to Project Nimbus has
grown since the Hamas attacks against
Israeli civilians on October 7, 2023,
followed by Israel’s airstrikes and
blockades in Gaza. In 2024, protesting
Google employees even carried out sit-ins
at Google locations in the U.S. Later, 28
employees were fired.

Pro-Palestinian protests by employees
have also taken place at Big Tech
company events, such as during
Microsoft’s 50th anniversary celebrations
in 2025.

Last year, The Guardian, +972
Magazine, and Local Call cited leaked
documents revealing that under the
Project Nimbus contract, Israel mandated
that Google and Amazon would not
restrict how its governmental units used
the tech companies’ cloud services — even
if Israel violated their terms of service.

However, Google has in the past
stressed that Project Nimbus workloads
are not related to the military, weapons,
or classified intelligence. Amazon too
highlighted its privacy commitments to its
customers.

Which other tech companies have
links to Israel?

A Palestinian-led movement, called
Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS),
has identified large technology companies
that have formal contracts with Israel and
its military sector.

The BDS website alleges these
companies “technologically equip the
Israeli military with computing systems as
well as surveillance and communications
technologies to accelerate the genocide in
Gaza and automate apartheid in the West
Bank, including East Jerusalem.”

In September, Microsoft Vice-Chair &
President Brad Smith said the company
had “ceased and disabled a set of services
to a unit within the Israel Ministry of

Defense (IMOD).” This announcement
came after media outlets The Guardian,
+972 Magazine, and Local Call reported
that the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) was
using Microsoft’s Azure to store
Palestinians’ recorded phone calls data
that could be leveraged for mass
surveillance or even military action.

Did Microsoft truly sever its ties with
Israel’s defense surveillance systems?
While Mr. Smith said that Microsoft does
not provide technology to facilitate the
mass surveillance of civilians, he affirmed
the company’s “important work” to
protect the cybersecurity of Israel and
other West Asian countries.

In a conclusion to the external
investigation that Microsoft
commissioned after the Azure
surveillance allegations, the tech giant
said it would implement better review
processes, provide more guidance to
employees, and let employees
anonymously report potential policy
violations.

The No Azure for Apartheid group,
which is made up of Microsoft workers,
claimed on June 6 that Microsoft still
allowed the Israeli military and
government to host other surveillance
projects on Azure. “Nothing short of
cutting all ties with the genocidal Israeli
military and government will be enough.
We will show up to escalate, confront,
and disrupt in every place, at every
moment, announced and unannounced,”
said the group.



Parameter Details

Project Name Project Nimbus

Companies Involved Google and Amazon Web Services (AWS)
Contract Partner Government of Israel

Contract Value Over US$1 billion

Announced 2021

Purpose Cloud computing and Al services

Duration Initially 7 years (extendable)

Controversy Alleged military and surveillance use

Protesters Students, employees, pro-Palestinian groups


https://www.google.com/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://aws.amazon.com/?utm_source=chatgpt.com

Year
2021
2022-23
Oct 2023
2024
2025

2026

Event

Google and Amazon awarded contract
Employee opposition grows
Israel-Hamas conflict intensifies scrutiny
Employee sit-ins and protests

Protests at major tech events

Student protests during Sundar Pichai's Stanford
speech



Why Are Students and Employees Protesting?

Main Allegation

Protesters claim:

* Cloud services could indirectly support military operations.
e Al tools may assist surveillance activities.
 Technology may be used in ways contributing to harm against Palestinian civilians.

Concerns Raised

Concern Explanation

Surveillance Monitoring of populations

Military Use Potential support to military operations
Human Rights Ethical implications of technology use

Corporate Responsibility How companies' technologies are deployed



What Do Google and Amazon Say?

Google's Position

Google has stated:

* Nimbus is primarily a cloud-services project.
e Itis notintended as a weapons program.
» Services are provided under contractual frameworks.

Amazon's Position

Amazon emphasizes:

e Privacy commitments.
o Commercial cloud services to customers.
* Compliance with contractual obligations.

Employee Opposition

Internal Resistance

Year Development

2021 Open letter signed by employees

2024 Sit-ins and workplace protests

2024 Some protesting employees dismissed after office demonstrations

2025-26 Continued activism and demonstrations
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STRAIGHT FACED

Curacao keeper Room jokes he
deserves statue after heroics

LANDMARK GAME
Smooth Jaj

strolls to victo

over scratchy Tunisia

CULTURAL Cl

NGE

Bielsa feels hvdration breaks have
altered the very nature of football

RACE AGAINST TIME

Brazil's Raphinha to have ‘intensive
treatment’ on thigh injury

~
= y joked that he d on

2 His tally of 15 Sring of Yrkaiain Motteriy on Sesirier duced 154 World Cup. *Playing four ftwo
saves & the mast on record — since 1566 by ey goslhesperns Hari,

ortd C
of the team also.

1k | need a statue In Curacao, | think now-

athe
four points at the top of
rounds

footbal. 1 will just say that before
it has another™,

o
Group F. e

for 3 passible Eams in the 13t 16, which STarts in two weeks.

Spain finds its scoring boots again
as it slams four past Saudi Arabia

behind the horrors of fai

The former chamy

FIFA WORLD CLP

ATLANTA

pain had arrived in
Atlanta needing a
response. Nivety mi-
nutes later, it left with re-

Asabia and breathe life
back into ts stumtering
World Cup cax
While the temperature
outside hovered around 30
degrees Celsius and hu-
midity pushed past 70%,
inside the covered stadi-
um, it was a comfortable
ees, ideal condi-
tons for Spain's prefe-
rence for a quick-passing

ame.

Luis de la Fuente's side
started with far greater
purpose than in its open-
Tng match. Lamine Yamal,
handed a place in the start-
ing XI, hugged the right
touchline and immediately

Spain a direct outlet
o streich the Saudi de-
fence.

Two corners arrived
within the opening 10 mi-
nutes, and Spain, frustrat-
ed by its failure to score
agsinss G Verde,
showed a willingness to
shoot whenever any space
openedup.

hrough ar-

riveet in e Heh e o
» moved the ball from
Ieft to right with the ease of

a tide rolling acrass a sho-
reline. Mikel Oyarzabal's
low cross flashed across
the face of the goal, and Ya-
m.n] arriving unseen at the
. guided home his
nm warld { Cup serike.
™ al came
moments before the hydea-
tion break as Sa
dithered in clearing :: cor-

Spain's antacks were now
olling in one oth-
e, whth each wave

than the last.

Easy pickings: Oyarzabal bundies the ball in #om up clase for Spain's third against Saudi Arsbia. A

THE RESULTS

et oy 2 (Uncarv 686,
o)k eory Const 1 [Kessie 38;
uracao 0.

to break the deadlock a

forward with hardly any
work left.
Saudi Arabia’s misfor-

Group ¥ Turisia 0 lost 10 Japens
4[Kamada 4, Ueds 31, 83, ito 69

e Spain & [Yamal 10,
Oyarzatal 21, 24, Al Tambakti
23-05) bt Saud: Aeaia 0.

Barely a minute aftes the
restart came the third,
with Oyarzabal grabbing
his second after Dani Olmo

squared Marc Cucurel-

ella's left
footed strike cannoned in-
e pes d

bakti to trickle over the
line, draining the last rem-
nants of Saudi resistance.
ute Ferran Torres
twice had the chance to
add further gloss to the
scoreline, but the ‘sarcelo.
winger's finishing re-

rde in the first round

mained as wayward as it
b

ad been in the opening
game. Even his stoppage
time effort was ruled out
for offside.
But after it
stranded in stll waters b)
Cape Verde, Spain found a
current i Atlanta to carry
its World Cup ambitions
ward.

As the noisy La Roja
ummu spilled into the hu-
Georgla evening. the

e vk e e again tur)
K fewouirif e A 5 wur
nament’s

Undav fashions Germany’s
back-to-the-wall victory

TORONTO

Germany reached

come-
from-behind 2-1 victory ov-
er Ivory Coast on Satur

Substitute Deniz Undav
scored twice, including tse
cruc ‘minutes
into Infury time, triggering
a massive roar from the
overwhelmingly - pro-Ger-
man crowd bere.

many had not ad-
vanced from the group
stage since

g
2044 tournament in mun
and coach Julian Nagels-
mann had been under

r

France v< brag, 2.30 a.m
Worway = Senegat, 5 30 5 m.
sordan vs Ageris, .30 am.
Portegal v Uzbekistan,
15305m

huge pressure to make that
breakthr

He paid tribute o Un-
dav’s clinical finishin

and said it was “not out of
the guestion™ that he could
start the next game against

Ecuador.
Germany was chasing

Ivorian phenumamn Yan
Diox

The Iorlan defence
Iseld firm until the 68th mi-
nute, but ultimately the
Germans broke through
when Undav volleyed in
cross by Nadiem Amiri.

w0an
assist from lelx Nmecha,
sent Nagelsmann and the
German crowd into wild
celebrasions.

Stat attack

the first
als

Unry = the first German
(aher Klose.

Usda became the first
payur to nee

* brnce and huree three goot

comtributions in a
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COMPILED BY AMIRUOH VELAWURE

Room shines
as Curacao

KANSAS CITY

Curacao goalkeeper Eloy

shots to help the tiny Ca-
nation claim its
nm ever World Cup point
in a goallss draw that
ve its hopes of

ocki

nockout
p lor, which fin-
ished second in South

fying, had
28 shots, including 1S on
target but Room stood firm
in an astonishing display.

His IS saves are lh& most
on record, since 1966, by

y goalkeeper a World
Cups match that did not fea-
ture exxra-time.

The
team ende:
with 65 percent of posses-
sion but nothing 1o show
for its dominance.

The Curacao players
swarmed around Room at
the end of the match, cele-
brating an extraordinary
point.

All eyes on Messi and Argentina

Avon Sengupta

Lionel Messi has spent the
better part of two decades
bending foothall's sense of
time. Records that once

Defenders have changed,
man 3
even the shape of Argenti-
na around him  has
anged, but the central
question has remained
stubbornly familiar — how
do you stop Messl when a
natch orbit
around hime
Austria will be the n!x(
team asked to find

scorer. If he strikes
against Auszru the elghlr
time Ballon ‘winnes
il alon betuome only the
third player in the tourna-
ment history to net in six
consecutive
matches.

Just Fontatne did it for

BN =

ne beckens: Mezz noeds st one mare poal to became the
alltime leading scorer in the World Cup. GETTY MACES

France in 1958 and Jairzin-
ho followed for Brazl in

O 16 during iis Jong await-
ed triumph in Qatar four
years ago and continues kn-
1o what is expected to be
s final Workd Cup

earing 39, his in-
fucnos shows tile sign of

ing two chances. Vet while

Messi stole the headlines,
Argentina’s defensive suth-
ority was just as important.
Lionel Scaloni's midfield,
led by Alexis Mac Allister

and
pertly shle)ded s defence
d did low Algeria a
Single shoton (:ugel
Austria arrives in Dallss
after a 34 win over Jordan
Al look 1o extend its
fotr-game wirning run in
all com
e know o good Ar-
genting are.” young mid-
elder Paul Wanner sad.
“We respect them, but we

are confident In  our
strengths. 1If we bring our
qualities to the pitch, we
will pose problems for any

Austria's pressing game
will try to disrupt Argenti-
na's rhythm. but coach
Ralf Rangnick has injury
concerns. Captain David
Alaba, Stefan Posch, who

breaking his jaw against
Jordan, and ~Alessandro
Schopf have all trained
sepatately and are racing
ainst time to be fis for the
all-important game. Argen-
tina, 100, is worried about
the fitness of defender
Gonzalo Montiel, who is
sll recovering from a
hamstring injury.

If the South Americans
beat Austria and Jordan
fails to defeat Akevu Sca-
loni's side will be guaran-
teed a place in the knock-
out rounds as the winnes
of Group J.

For Argentina. this is
another step towards the
ultimate goal of another
Woﬂd title. For Messt, it is

opportunity  to
Caim yer another racord
onice seemed untouch-

al

Good performances over
chasing success for Neeraj

at the

den competition,
Doha = e.
this year. Coupled with his
ecighth-place at the 2025

ago, it would
i e nce certified disas-
ter. Now, the 28-year-old
admits it s simply 3 step to-
wards regaining his form
eferr)

ng o
Pt on going big at major
everis rather them chasing
sSuccess at every outls

“There was no

at Doha), 1 just wanted to
Phay. | wanedd to G0 what 1
was doing in training and
not do anything extra 1 on-
Iy mwmed &’ good s

8t that with £5.69m,

hics e good becas
was: gt Bar
wraining

Noeraj. GETTY suagEs.

“1f 1 had been fourth or
even third earlier, I would
have never accepted it. For
that matter, 1 would have

never sccepted an BSm
throw either. But this time

wass coming back from. My
1

ee

My preparation was
good and | knew we
have to move forward
step by step

ing on my training. The bo-

because it wasi't just one
injury, there were several. 1
had an Achilles injury in
my. blocking leg, In my
back, 1 had some issues in
my shoulder and elbow.
And I have been having
grocis withs oy grole
long tin

o after Tokyo, we de-
cided to do rehab first,
start slowly, not take any
pressure and not be in 2

knew we have to move for-

frord seep by sep. | was

happy with whateve

gor,” Neeraj told The tindu

on the sidelines of the In-

dian Athletics awards.
“Right now, I am work-

¥
tson. Which is why I started
throwing only in May this
vear, usually It starts in Ja-

ways carry yo\u mjurle;
like medals,” he bughed.



STRAIGHT FACED

Curacao ’keeper Room jokes he
deserves statue after heroics

REUTERS

Curacao goalkeeper Eloy Room joked that he deserves a statue on
the Caribbean island after a jaw-dropping display. His tally of 15
saves is the most on record — since 1966 — by any goalkeeperina
World Cup match that did not feature extra-time. “I’'m really proud
of the team also... | think | need a statue in Curacao, | think now.”



Location of Curagao (circled in red)
Sovereign state = Kingdom of the
Netherlands

Country status 10 October 2010

Capital Willemstad

and largest city s 12°6"18"N 68°56'6"W
Official Papiamentu - Dutch -
languages Englishl']

Ethnic groups 75.4% Curagaoans
(2018) 9% Dutch
3.6% Dominican
3% Colombian
1.2% Haitian
1.2% Surinamese
1.1% Venezuelan
1.1% Aruban
0.9% unspecified
6% other!"!

Religion 90% Christianity

L 73% Catholic

— 18.5% total Protestant
6.6% Pentecostal
3.2% Protestant
3% Seventh-day
Adventist
3.2% Evangelical

— 0.8% Jehovah's

Witnesses

L 1.7% Other Christian

6% No religion

2% Hinduism

0.5% lslam

0.2% Judaism

Government

* Monarch

- Governor

» Speaker

* Prime Minister

Legislature

Area
* Total

Highest elevation

Population
- 2023 census
* Density

GDP (PPP)
- Total
* Per capita

GDP (nominal)
« Total

* Per capita

HDI (2012)

Currency

Parliamentary
representative democracy
within a constitutional
monarchy

Willem-Alexander
Mauritsz de Kort
Fergino Brownbill
Gilmar Pisas

Parliament of Curacao

44421 km2 (171 sq mi)
(181st)

372 m (1,220 ft)

155,826
349.13/km? (904.2/sq mi)

2021[%] estimate
$5.5 billion (184th)
$35,484 (45th)

2024 estimate
$3.5 billion[®!
$22,761

0.81116]
very high

Caribbean guilder (XCQ)
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~ Govt prepares to notify Western Ghats
eco sensitive areas in at least three states

Nikhil Ghanekar
& Amitabh Sinha
New Delhi, June 21

TWELVE YEARS after it issued
the first draft notification, the
Centreisfinally readyto finalise
and notify the demarcation of
Ecologically Sensitive Areas
(ESA) in the Western Ghats re-
gion, at least in the three states
in which contentious issues
have more or less been resolved,
The Indian Express has learnt.
Over 56,000 square km of
land in six states are proposed

Py proposed ESAs Maharashtra = Gujarat

¥ Village-level "y ¥ '\-’:' .
Ecologically AW 8 F '\
Sensitive Unit ¢ _ _1

". ‘ ?4\: + ESAsinWestern | ¢ l
Ghatsregionof | Goa

Maharashtra

Gujarat

’
" )

pag

Maharashtra

Goa <
\ KASTURIRANGAN PANEL REPORT

tobe demarcated as ESA, based
on the 2013 recommendations
of a high-level working group
led by former ISRO chairman
K Kasturirangan.

The Centre’s original draft
notification had come in 2014,
and has undergone five revi-
sions since then, but disagree-
ments with the state govern-
ments on the areas earmarked
for declaration as ESAs within
their jurisdictions have not
been fully resolved. Even now,
the states of Kerala and

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2



Parameter

Issue

Proposed ESA Area
States Covered

Basis

First Draft Notification
Revisions Since Then
Current Status

Ministry Concerned

Details

Notification of Eco-Sensitive Areas (ESA) in Western Ghats
More than 56,000 sq km

6 States

Kasturirangan Committee Report (2013)

2014

5

Final notification likely in at least 3 states

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change



Purpose Explanation

Biodiversity Protection Protect flora and fauna
Forest Conservation Prevent degradation
Watershed Protection Protect rivers and catchments

Sustainable Development Balance ecology and economy



ltem Recommendation
ESA Area About 37% of Western Ghats

Mining, quarrying, thermal power

Activities Restricted
plants

Development Sustainable and regulated



Feature

Official Name

Chairman

Protection Level

Area Proposed
Development Restrictions

Accepted By Govt

Gadgil Committee (2011)

Western Ghats Ecology Expert
Panel

Madhav Gadgil
Stronger conservation
Larger area

More stringent

No

Kasturirangan Committee (2013)

High-Level Working Group

K. Kasturirangan
Moderate conservation
Smaller area

Relatively flexible

Largely yes



Environmental Importance of Western Ghats

Biodiversity

Indicator Value
UNESCO World Heritage Sites 39

Endemic Plant Species 5,000+
Endemic Amphibians Very High
Tiger Reserves Several
Elephant Corridors Major habitat

Major Rivers Originating in Western Ghats

River State of Origin
Godavari Maharashtra
Krishna Maharashtra
Kaveri Karnataka
Tungabhadra Karnataka

Periyar Kerala



Activities Typically Restricted in ESA

Activity

Mining

Quarrying

Thermal Power Plants
Large Polluting Industries

Red Category Industries

Activities Usually Allowed

Activity

Agriculture
Horticulture
Organic Farming
Eco-Tourism

Sustainable Livelihood Activities

Status

Restricted/Prohibited

Restricted

Restricted

Restricted

Restricted
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Scrutiny and security: How China conducts its biggest college entrance exam

Rishika Singh
New Delhi, June 21

THE RE-TEST for the National Eligibility
cum Entrance Test (NEET) was held on
Sunday, a few weeks after allegations of
paper leak led to the original exam’s can-
cellation.

Earlier this month, China also con-
ducted its biggest national exam for college
admissions, the Gaokao (literally, “the
highest exam”), with over 1.29 crore stu-
dents. A spokesperson of the Chinese Em-
bassy in India shared a post on X, stating
that “The #Gaokao is one of the most im-
portant exams for millions of Chinese stu-
dents — and what makes it remarkable is
its fairness... Students know their hard
work truly pays off, because the process is
strictly regulated and the road to academic
success is not rigged.”

Teachers under supervision, no
internet access
Gaokao has been conducted in China

since 1952. During the Mao Zedong-led Cul-
tural Revolution (1966-76), which saw
sweeping changes toalign Chinese society
with Communist ideals, the exam was
puton hold.

Today, the exam includes three compul-
sory subjects: English, Mandarin and
Mathematics, with optional science and so-
cial science subjects. Chinese state media
reports note that the full exam lasts be-
tween three and four days, and the dur-
ation varies by region.

There are strict protocols for the con-
duct of the exam, including but not limited
to question papers drafted under strict se-
curity. Teachers who are selected to prepare
the question papers are sent to isolated lo-
cations, including military facilities and
prisons.

And it’s not just the state that goes all
out. “Among other heart-warming meas-
ures, some companies offer free taxi rides
to candidates going to their exam centres,
while some restaurants provide free
lunches, and some hotels free beds, on gao-

kao days,” a recent Chinese state media
report said.

Not a foolproof system

Chinese state media reports also point
to attempts to curb unfair practices during
exams. A 2025 report said about the prov-
ince of Liaoning, “Students are required to
pass through two intelligent security gates
capable of detecting small metal objects,
including mobile phones, smartwatches,
smart glasses, hidden earpieces and other
high-tech devices that could be used to
cheat. Ifanalarm is triggered, teachers fol-
low up with handheld metal detectors.”

Itquoted a high school principal assay-
ing, “Cheating technologies are evolving
every year, so this year’s entry screening
process is stricter than ever.”

Biometric verification is conducted at
entry to detect student impersonation.
Cases of impersonation have previously
been reported years after the exam, and
punishments have been handed out. In
2016, six teachers were handed a jail sen-

tence from one year to 26 months after
being convicted of “illegally obtaining state
secrets”.

In 2025, state media China Daily re-
ported that the city of Benxi, with a popula-
tion ofaround 1.3 million, had every gaokao
room monitored by a “real-time intelligent
surveillance system that automatically flags
irregular behavior — from whispers and fre-
quent glances between students to inatten-
tive proctors”. Other recent reports have
also touted “Al-powered” systems.

The exam involves both objective and
subjective questions. Experienced teachers
from key senior high schools and univer-
sities in a region are selected to grade the
papers. “Personnel involved in grading
have to present their identity documents,
leave electronic devicesin asmall basketin
a separate area, and undergo security
checks before work starts,” an official
media report said.

Grading computersare connected toan
exclusive network to prevent hacking and
intrusion of viruses and the rooms are

epaper.indianexpress.com ..

equipped with surveillance cameras, with
police officers on duty 24/7, it added.

STEM focus

In their book The Highest Exam: How
the Gaokao Shapes China (2025), authors
Hongbin Li, Ruixue Jia and Claire
Cousineauwrote, “If China’s education sys-
tem is a symphony orchestra, the central
government is the conductor.” It directs
everyone, but relies on musicians (in this
example, the local governments) to achieve
what is desired, they write. Local author-
ities own and fund non-elite colleges and
institutions, as well as schools, but they op-
erate based on policies made by the Central
government.

The book credits Deng Xiaoping, the
leader under whom the Chinese economy
modernised in 1978, for raising the scale
and scope of the education system. Among
18 to 24-year-olds, the share of people en-
rolled in college increased from 1% in 1976
t057%in 2021.

The exam has come under criticism for

New Delhi

furthering inequalities, particularly on re-
gional and class lines. Colleges can set local
quotas and most premier institutions are
based in major cities.

Combined with China’s household reg-
istration systemthat designates citizensas
hailing from rural or urban areas, it means
that those in cities have a disproportion-
ately high chance of making it to top col-
leges. They are also more equipped to
spend a considerable amount on addi-
tional classes and other resources.

A type of affirmative action system
awards some advantages to ethnic minor-
ities, including those from the regions such
as Tibet.

Over the years, there has been an in-
creasing focus on pushing Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering and Mathematics
(STEM) subjects in Chinese universities.
Thisisin line with the government’s plans
to push for “New Quality Productive
Forces”, meaning high-tech and more effi-
cient economic development. It has also
meant a lower uptake for social sciences.

..




Why in News | TaT H FAT

1 India's NEET re-test ordered after paper leak — Gaokao comparison highlighted / NEET g?fﬁﬂ&ﬂa?aTEGaokao ?:I_)Tvl?ITS"SJﬂ

2 China conducted Gaokao for ~1.29 crore students in 2025 /EﬁT-r?I 2025 H ~1.29 EI?{TS’ ST o ToIT Gaokao =TT fRar

3 Advanced security: biometric ID, Al surveillance, intelligent security gates detecting phones/earpieces / BFIHQT&TTWHFTT

a4 China pushing STEM in Gaokao: 'New Quality Productive Forces' (Xi Jinping policy) / STEM A — F—Iém SIEGEN

> College enrollment: 1% (1976) = 57% (2021) — Deng Xiaoping modernisation impact / STHIRT 1%->57%



Question Paper Security

Strict Protocols

Stage Security Measure
Paper Setting Confidential teams
Printing Highly secure locations
Transport Controlled movement
Storage Protected facilities
Distribution Monitored dispatch

Some reports indicate highly restricted preparation environments to maintain secrecy.

Punishment for Cheating

Offence Consequence
Impersonation Criminal action
Electronic Cheating Disqualification
Paper Leak Criminal investigation

Organized Fraud Jail term possible



Key Data: Gaokao | Gaokao ﬂ?ﬂ'@ﬂ'a&ﬂ'

1.29 Cr 1952 3-4 Days 57%

Students (2025) Year Established Exam Duration College Enroliment

(excl. 1966-76) 2021 (from 1%)

Compulsory subjects English, Mandarin & Chinese, Mathematics / 3 rfary faw

Question paper security Teachers sent to isolated/military facilities till exam ends / T1&Teh 3T IT-LeTaT
Entry security Biometric face-recognition + intelligent gates (detect phones, earpieces)
Exam room monitoring Al real-time surveillance — flags whispers, glances, inattentive proctors
Grading Teachers from top schools; isolated room; no electronics; security checks
Punishment (2016) 6 teachers jailed 1-26 months for paper leak — 'illegally obtaining state

secrets'



Multi-Subject & India Comparison | India-China delell

India (NEET) vs China (Gaokao) — Key Comparison

India — NEET / ARd
Scale ~24 lakh students
Paper security /\ Leakin 2024 /2024 § olish
Surveillance Limited
Central body NTA (National Testing Agency)

Equity concern Urban-rural gap; coaching culture

History / Sfaer Polity / TrSTeTaE€AT

» Cultural Revolution 1966-76 » Hukou registration system

» Mao suspended Gaokao » CCP control over education

» Deng restored 1977 » NEET — NTA governance

China — Gaokao / ¥

~1.29 crore students

Military facility isolation /@Fagﬁm

Al real-time + biometric gates
Ministry of Education (centralised)
Hukou system disadvantages rural students

S&T / fa=ier-gtefarhr

» Al proctoring/surveillance
» Biometric face verification

» Anti-cheat tech evolution




Exam MCQ & Quick Revision | 9XI&1T MCQ T IeRTg

Statement MCQ: Which statements about China's Gaokao are CORRECT?

1. Gaokao has been conducted continuously since 1952 without any break.
2. The exam lasts 3-4 days and includes three compulsory subjects.
3. Teachers who prepare question papers are sent to isolated/military locations.

4. China's college enrollment rose from 1% (1976) to 57% (2021).

Correct answer:

(a) 2,3and4 only ¥ (b) 1,2 and 3 only (c)1and 4 only (d) All of the above

Key: Statement 1 WRONG — Gaokao was SUSPENDED 1966-76 during the Cultural Revolution.

10 QUICK REVISION / @Rel eRigfer




e DECODING A STUDY

II'T Bombay finds a new way tolower LDL cholesterol

Researchers stop bad fat from reaching the site
inside liver cells that releases it into the blood

Purnima Sah

FOR DECADES, scientists have tried to
lower harmful fatsin the blood by targeting
enzymes, genes or receptors involved in fat
metabolism. Researchers at IIT Bombay
have now taken a strikingly different ap-
proach: preventing bad fat from reaching
the site inside liver cells that releases it into
the bloodstream.

Working with scientists at ISER (Indian
Institute of Science Education and Re-
search) Pune and IISER Kolkata, the team
has developed a tiny peptide (a short chain
of amino acids or the building blocks of life)
called KTDP that interrupts the movement
of fat inside liver cells. In laboratory-grown
liver cells and zebrafish, thisreduced there-
lease of cholesterol and triglycerides intothe
bloodstream by nearly SO per cent.

The findings, published recently in the
Proceedings of the National Academy of
Sciences (PNAS), are still at an early stage.
The peptide has notbeen tested in humans.
But researchers say the work opens an en-

tirely new strategy for reducing the biggest
risk factor of heart attacks, namely bad fats
— LDL (low-density lipoprotein) and triglyc-
erides — in the blood.

Why does this finding matter?

While medicines such as statins have
transformed the treatment of high choles-
terol, options for lowering triglycerides re-
main relatively limited. The IIT Bombay
study proposes a fresh way of reducing the
liver’s export of fats into the bloodstream
rather than interfering with how fats are pro-
duced or broken down.

The liver is the body’s central hub for fat
metabolism. Inside liver cells are tiny stor-
age compartments called lipid droplets that
temporarily hold fats such as cholesterol
and triglycerides. When required, these
droplets are transported to specificlocations
within the cell, where they are repackaged
into very low-density lipoproteins (VLDL)
and released into the bloodstream.

Professor Roop Mallik of IT Bombay ex-
plains it simply. “There are little balls of fat

Blocking fat export
did notlead to
dangerous fat
build-upinside the
liver. Fatty acids
were instead
redirected to the
mitochondria

GETTYIMAGES

inside our liver cells. These need to be car-
ried tospecificlocationsinside theliver cell.
From there, the fat is repackaged into lipo-
protein particles and sent out into your
blood,” he says. “If we can tone down the ex-
port of fat from the liver into blood using a
small peptide, we could have a new way of
treating high serum lipids.” The researchers’
solution was KTDP, a tiny peptide derived
from a naturally occurring protein.

Whatis KTDP?
Researchers identified a motor protein

called kinesin-1, which isa delivery truck op-
erating inside a cell. “These motor proteins
catch hold of these fat particles and take
them toa certain location. We found a small
piece of this protein called a peptide. When
we delivered this to cells or zebrafish, these
didn’t get carried to the right location,” Prof
Mallik says. Without reaching that destina-
tion, the fat cannot be packaged into VLDL
particles and exported into the bloodstream.

How is this different from statins?

Current cholesterol-lowering medicines,
includingstatins, work by reducing choles-
terol synthesis or increasing its clearance
from the blood but have nothingto haltitin
its tracks. Because the peptide selectively
blocks the transport of lipid droplets without
shutting down protein functions overall, re-
searchers believe it could avoid some of the
side-effects associated with disrupting a
motor protein.

Excess fat circulating in the blood can ac-
cumulate in several organs. “That is a dis-
aster because that fatis going toaccumulate
in your heart and other tissues,” says Prof
Mallik. Interestingly, blocking fat export did
notlead todangerous fatbuild-up inside the
liver. Fatty acids were instead redirected to
the mitochondria — the cell’s energy-pro-
ducing structures.

.. - epaper.indianexpress.com -. New Delhi ..




Aspect
Institution

Published In

Main Discovery

Target
Result

Tested On
Human Trials

Significance

Details

Indian Institute of Technology Bombay with IISER
Pune & IISER Kolkata

Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences

A tiny peptide (KTDP) prevents fat particles from
reaching the location inside liver cells where they
are packed and released into blood

LDL cholesterol and triglycerides

Nearly 50% reduction in cholesterol and triglyceride
release in laboratory studies

Liver cells and zebrafish
Not yet conducted

Completely new cholesterol-lowering mechanism



What Exactly Did Researchers Find?

Traditional Approach

Scientists usually try to:

* Block cholesterol production
* Increase cholesterol removal
» Target enzymes, genes, or receptors

IIT Bombay's New Approach

Instead of reducing cholesterol production, researchers:
£4 Stop fat from reaching the "export center" inside liver cells.
Think of it like:

e Liver = Factory

» Fat droplets = Goods

» Bloodstream = Market

« KTDP peptide = Roadblock

If goods cannot reach the shipping department, they cannot be exported.



How Fat Normally Reaches Blood

Step

What is KTDP?

Feature
Type
Function

Source

Effect

Process

Fat stored as lipid droplets in liver cells

Transported to specific location inside cell

Packed into VLDL particles

Released into bloodstream

VLDL later becomes LDL ("bad cholesterol")

Details

Small peptide (short amino acid chain)

Blocks transport of fat droplets

Derived from a naturally occurring protein

Prevents fat export from liver cells



Feature

Works by

Target
LDL Reduction

Triglyceride Reduction
Side Effects

Human Use

Statins

Reducing cholesterol
synthesis

Cholesterol production
Yes

Limited

Muscle pain, liver effects
in some people

Approved

IIT Bombay KTDP
Method

Blocking fat transport

Fat export machinery
Potentially yes
Strong potential

Yet to be determined

Experimental



Point

LDL

HDL

VLDL

Liver Function
Mitochondria
Peptide

Kinesin

Fact

Low-Density Lipoprotein ("Bad Cholesterol")
High-Density Lipoprotein ("Good Cholesterol")
Very Low-Density Lipoprotein

Main center of fat metabolism

Powerhouse of cell

Short chain of amino acids

Motor protein involved in intracellular transport



Average 30,500
Pedestrians Die Annually
in India (2019-2024)



Parameter

Period Covered

Total Pedestrian Deaths in India
Annual Average

Share on National Highways

Major Cause

Most Vulnerable Group

Data

2019-2024

More than 1.8 lakh
~30,500 deaths
Nearly 31%

High-speed traffic and long-distance
vehicle movement

Pedestrians (walkers, road crossers,
roadside users)




What is a Pedestrian Fatality?

A pedestrian fatality refers to:

e Death of a person walking on:
* Roads
e Footpaths
e Zebra crossings
e Road shoulders
e Due to a motor vehicle crash.

India: Pedestrian Death Statistics

Indicator Value
Total Deaths (2019-24) 1,80,000+
Annual Average 30,500+
Deaths on National Highways ~31%

Major Risk Areas High-speed highways, urban crossings, poorly lit roads



Global Comparison

United States

Parameter Data

Pedestrian Deaths (2024) 7,080
Estimated Deaths (2024) 7148
Change from 2023 -3.9%
Consecutive Decline Years 2

Important Agencies

Agency Role

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration Tracks road crash deaths

Governors Highway Safety Association Highway safety research and coordination



Similar Trend in India

Many pedestrian deaths occur:

» During evening hours

* On highways

e In poorly illuminated areas

e Near bus stops and intersections

Age Pattern

United States

Age Group Observation

35-64 years More than half of all pedestrian deaths
35-44 years Highest per-capita death rate

Road Accident Scenario in India

According to Ministry of Road Transport and Highways data:

Indicator Approximate Annual Figure
Total Road Accidents 4.5-5 lakh

Total Deaths 1.7-1.8 lakh

Daily Deaths ~480-500

Hourly Deaths ~20



EX-AGNIVEERS GET
20% RESERVATION

IN DELHI GOVERNMENT JOBS

A Big Step Towards Honoring Their Service and

Building Their Future
@ WHAT IS THE ANNOUNCEMENT? o KEY HIGHLIGHTS
20% reservation in direct recruitment to Group C posts

The Delhi Government has announced ek
20% reservation in Group C government jobs or Ex-Agnivesn:

for Ex-Agniveers. Q Applies to Delhi Government departments,
autonomous bodies and PSUs.
@ Reservation will be horizontal and additional RESE?X? TION
Q This reservation is over and above (no impact on existing reserved categories). EX-AGNIVEERS
the existing reservation categories. @ Asignificant step for the welfare and rehabilitation

of Ex-Agniveers.

@ ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

Must have served in the Indian Army,
Navy or Air Force under the Agnipath
Scheme.

Must have been honorably discharged
after completing the engagement period.

BENEFITS OF THE DECISION

@ Recognizes the discipline, skills
and dedication of Agniveers.
Helps in their smooth transition

to civilian careers.

Strengthens the nation by
integrating trained and

motivated youth into governance.
Supports the vision of
Atmanirbhar Bharat.

‘* WHO ARE EX-AGNIVEERS?

Ex-Agniveers are those who have ®
completed their engagement period

under the Agnipath Scheme in the

Indian Armed Forces. .

©
©

* Should meet the age and other eligibility
criteria prescribed for the respective posts.

@ IMPACT ON YOUTH & NATION

@ Provides secure career opportunities
for Ex-Agniveers.

« Launched by the Government of India in 2022.
« Introduces Agniveers for a short-term

Our Ex-Agniveers have served

engagement of 4 years

« Up to 25% Agniveers can be retained
in the Armed Forces.

o
&

Utilizes their training, leadership and
technical skills for national development.
Boosts morale of serving personnel

the nation with pride.
It is our duty to ensure
a respectful and rewarding

future for them.
- Delhi Government

@ WAY FORWARD

and encourages youth to join
the Armed Forces.

« Aims to build a young, skilled, disciplined
and future-ready armed force.

COMPARISON: EX-AGNIVEERS RESERVATION ACROSS STATES/SECTORS

State / Organization Reservation for Ex-Agniveers Applies To Status ° More states and organizations
Delhi 20% in Group C posts Delhi Govt. Departments, Approved are expected to follow.
Autonomous Bodies, PSUs Ensure awareness and smooth
Haryana 10% in Group C & D posts State Govt. Jobs Implemented implementation of the policy.
Uttar Pradesh 20% in Police Recruitment UP Police (Constable) Implemented @ Continuous support for the
2 < < g : skill development and
Indian Railways 10% in Group C & D posts Railway Recruitment Implemented resettlement of Ex-Agniveers.

&

j7). A SALUTE TO THEIR SERVICE. A STEP TOWARDS THEIR SECURE FUTURE.

EX-AGNIVEERS, OUR PRIDE - OUR STRENGTH!
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highest score
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World Cup

TECHMICAL INCIDENT"
12 Indians killed in gas
plant blast in Qatar
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FACTION FIGHT
Trinamool rebels axe
Mamata as party chief
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Former U.S. Fed chief
Alan Greenspan dies
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SPORT » PAGE 16 OPINION » PAGE 3

INSIDE

Ajit Doval hosts

his counterparts
from the BRICS
NEW DELIE
Developenents in West Asia
formed the dominarn
backdrop 3z National Security
iser {NSA) At Doval hasted
his counterparts fom
Erouping i De for the BRICS.
NSAs meeting. Meanmhile, the
Iranian delegation heid o
detailed mesting whh the
Chinese side, dormed
Embassy of ¥an » PAGE &

Jairam writes to

(0CTP) 3¢ Galathea Bay on the
Great Nicobar Island. » PAGE &

wocHE
The Kerata High Court on
Monday admitted the State
govemment's appeal to

15 die in U.P. building fire,
victims mostly students

Videos show youth falli

from the buildi

in Lucknow onto the roadside; three arrested, State

govt. forms SIT to probe incident: PM announces ex gratia of 32 lakh for families of the deceased

redighters try to douse the fire

At least 15 people. mostly
udents, were killed and

five Injared in s fire that en
gulfed a three-storey com-
mercial building housing
coach.

a1,
Ram Krishna Upadhyay, Vi-
rendra Prasad Shukls, and
s Krishna Jaiswal —
have been arrestad fn con-
nection with the incident,
tha palica satd The ac.
ed are joint owners of
the : building. offict

= Gaurav

Kumar, Execuitive Engineer
Collecsion), Jankiptrd:

awarded to the cormdcted and
challenging the acquittal of the
other accused in the actor

assault case of 2017, » PAGE 3

Singh.
Food Safety ::ml Standards
Offscer, 1 Nagar; Anil
Kumar, Assistant Engineer:
and Pramod Pandey

at broke out at the <o,

nior Engineer — have been
suspended over the inci-
dent. Witnesses said eight
students jumped from the
building to  escape the
blaze. Videos  showed
youeh falling from the fiest

focor next to a roadside
rAlhllG an

ary clinic on the g
flcor of the building

mmerciat building i Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh, on Monday. ar

ing’s AC duct
smoke led to suffocation of
thase present in the build-
ing due to the absence of a
proper exit route. The Mi-
nister said lapses in build-
ing standards would be

prob.
Uttar Pradesh Chief Mi-
nister Yogi Adityanath,
who cut short his visit o
and returned to
Lucknow on learning
about the fire, rushed to
the spot. ~The master will

Tweive were
rushed to the spot and the
blaze. which began around
230 p.m., was brouglhst un-
der control after three
hours, an official from the
fire department said

“Started in AC duct”

The State’s Urban Develop-
ment and Energy Minister,
A. K. Sharma, said prel
minary information fndi-
cated “that the may
have started in the build-

be
and those found responsi-
ble will be brought to jus-

Amsic Abhijar, Additsonal
Chief Secretary, Tourism,
Religious, and Culture De-
partment, and Praveen Ku-
mar, tional Director-
General of Police, Luck-

now ne, has been
instructed to submét its re-
port within seven days.
Prime Minister Naren-
drs xpressed g
auer the fncidert sad an-
cunced an ex gratia of T2
L\kh for the next of kin of
e deceased and 250,000
ek injured.
“Anguished by the loss
of lives in a fire mishap in
Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh.
Ny condolences to the be-
reaved families. May the in-
jured recover at the ear-

st Rescue operations
are underway and authori-
tes are all i

ble assistance,” he wrote in
apostonX.

majwadi Party chief
A Yadhy dotanded
an investigation and sasd,
_The government should
ensure best medical weat-
ment for the injured..”

SCREAMS, CALLS, AND AWAIT
*PAGE S

Keir Starmer says he is
resigning as British PM

LONDON

United Kingdom Prime Mi-
nister Keir Starmer has an-
nounced that he will step
down. adknowledging that
"s Parliamen-
u.ry P.n()- oes mot see
2 the best candidate t
lem them
gemeral electlon, The party
‘will set out a timetable for
the transition. possibly
through 3 contest, so that 3

new Premier is in place be-
fore September.
Former Grester Man-

ham, who was recenty
sworn in as an id 1
will put his name forward
for lhe role of Prime
Mir

aking outside No. 10
Downing Street on Mon-
day. Mr. Starmer said he

financially, and mouu,-
bankrupt”

He spoke of leading the
party in 3 landslide victory
in 2024 and highlighted his
fecord. cleine growls b
real wages, the fastest eco-

Exit call: Britzh Prame Minister Keir Starmes anrouncing his

placed to lead us into the
next general election.™

“I have heard the answ-

of my pasliamentary

party to that guestion, and

I accept that answer with

his official country home,
Chequers.

The Labour’s decision-
making body, the National
Executive Committee,
would set out a timetable,
Starmer said, with

post before the U.K. Parkia-

resignation plan on Monday. Ar

tant that this
conducted i an orderly
and responsible way. 1 will
put mysell forward s part

process is

of this process.” Former
r Manchess

mentioned  his  children

ck door to No. 10
with his wile, not waving
ume, but looking

cal appoinsments, a ban on
social media for

trade deals, and mending
fences with the European
Union.

my party is askir
now is whether [ am best

ment in Sep-
tember, as per Mr. Starmer.

Reacting 1o the news of
M. Starmer’s resggnation,
B, Burniam tharked the
Prime Minister and an-
nounced he would run for

“Keir has given b
wice to our country, and 1
want to thank him for his
leadership and dedication
during such a challenging
period”  Mr. Burnham
said, adding, ~His decision
marks the beginning of a
transition, and it is Enpos-

With former Health Se-
cretary Wes Streeting con-
nmuxu, that he would sup-

Afr

Sandidacy,

another MP decides u) jmu
race
1f he runs unchallenged.
Mr. Burnham could
sworn in as Prime Mlnlslef
before the UK. Parliament
soes Into recess on July I7.
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Core sector growth slows to
0.5%:; crude, coal contract

NEW DEL3I

The growth in India's efght

core

Sowed 1o O.5% in May
. the second lowest in

21 months, official data

showed.

The data on the Index of
Eight Core Industries re-
leased Mingstry of
ad Industry
on Monday showed that
five out of eight sectoes
contracted in May 2

The only ‘et in the
past 21 months that saw a
slower core sector growth
was October 2025, when
the index contracted 0.1%.

0.5% compared with 1.2%
last year,” Madan Sabnavis,
chief economist ar the
Bank of Baroda, said_ “The
lowes growth pumber on a
can be srributed
more to the decline in pro-
duction from the petro-
m-based sectoe”
The crude oil
contracted 4.6% in
e performance dhan
the of 3.9% in

sector

Growth slump
Atter tos
slowed 10.0.5

5% in August
2% in May 202

&s

+ 2025, core sector growth has
the ze

st in 21 manths.

<35 raay 35"

SOURCE HIISTRY OF COWNER

last year. Similarly, the nat-
al gas sector contracted

mist ar ICRA. this “partly

softening of prices in the
international markee.”

The fertilizer sector con-
tracted for the third con-
secutive month in May, by
0.9%. This was. howeve:

ronges perfotmance than
the Contaction obA6% in
nd of 24.6% in

March. The steel, cement,
electricity  sectors

CBSE students
report higher
marks after
re-evaluation

NEW DELHE

Several students who had
applied for re-evaluation of

CBSE answer
Secipts Tt repore .
increase in

Spluadion  discr

answer sheets,
missing  pages, missing
maps o graphs, and answ-
er scripes for a particular
see of questions being as-

ut of the  were the only ones that re- | sessed againse the marking
Tres: Aula criata The cost gstered growth in May: Of | scheme of a different ques:
ector, 100, y hese, th 1y sectar

9.3% — the worst in 10 owth accelerate to \\“h&l: more than L6
months. ~Crude oll, naeu- 7% albekt on a low base | lakh candidates had ap-
ral gas, and refinery pro-  since the sector plied for

cline in product
Sslmauis aafdl. ~'mu cary =
the

April and of 1L8% in May
cae
x

higher Import of crude and

ment sectoe grew 3t 8.4%.

least 1. ]9 kakh of them sﬂl
thetr results on Sunday.

FULL REPORT OM
»PAGES

Direct talks with Iran laid a ‘good
foundation’ for final deal: Vance

BURGENSTOCK

Vice-Presidens ].D.
Vance declared on Monday
very good fof

gotiations towards a final
deal with Iran, after a ma-
rathon session of

falks in Switzertand. Teh
ran has agreed for inspec-
tors from the UN's nuclear
watchdog to return to the

country, Mr. Vance ssid. 3 jor milesione. . and the
year after Iran suspended tep in permanenty
ran

some

blocked inspectors foon

key nuclear sites bombed

by the ULS. and lracl in the
12-day war of

Eranis lfotelgannlnry

son Esmaeil Ba-
gaed okl on Monday ~a ve-
lef discussion 100k
regarding the nu-
clear issue, but there w:
o discussion of details”
and that nuclear talks had
not begun_

Mr. Vance, meanwhile,
said Tehran had agreed o
invite International Atomic

ergy Agency UAEA) in-
spectors “back to their
country~, calling It -a ma-

o

issued a general licence for
llan that aul

tion, ueu\my. .md

Suic ol crude oil and petro-
nd

the week. “We laid a very

foundation for a suc-
cessful final deal” Mr.
Vance told presspersons a
Switzerland's luxury Bus-
genstock  resort, adding
that “the final deal is the
house... We have not built
the house, bue we have

map agreed during the first
round of talks “creates the
conditions for the imme-
diate Iemunpunn of new
technical discussions’

Last week, Tehran and

Washington sigr mem-
orandum of understanding
laying the groundwork for

American
“Encouraging

has been made Mechoding
the creation of a mechan-

for further technscal
talks.” the medistors sasd,
detailing a contact channel
set up 1o “avoid incidents

Bt to 2 Dood place for the
people”.

The nego-
tEatars aim at tackling some
of the mast intractable is-

chidkeg Taband yiiclose

ogramme.
P ehran and Washingto
have set up comumunica-
tion lines to end the fight-
b 4 to keep

in the Strait of Hormmuz.

“Constructive progress’
said  condi-

products of Iranian-origin
through August 21
ranstetions msthortied
clude imports into the U.S_
Mediators Pakistan and

tons had been se< for tech-
nical talks to immediately
follow, with the two sides
he beginning of a 60-

d:y period o secure a

have

long term
e Swiss facilitator
the

on a

to continue for the rest of

progress made during the
intensive diplomatic talks,”

the Swiss Foreign Ministry
said, adding that the road

ingin
the vital Strait of Horm
open, nmdl:lnxs said. Iran
is also set to get some form
of sancrions veBef from
Washington, with some as-
Afrozen.
confliction cell

the Lebanese suthorities
has also been agreed to
event righung from
erupting again, the
With Reuters fnpaty

SANCTION WAIVER
» 12



Keir Starmer says he is
resigning as British PM

Sriram Lakshman
LONDON

United Kingdom Prime Mi-
nister Keir Starmer has an-
nounced that he will step
down, acknowledging that
the Labour’s Parliamen-
tary Party does not see him
as the best candidate to
lead them into the next
general election. The party
will set out a timetable for
the transition, possibly
through a contest, so that a
new Premier is in place be-
fore September.

Former Greater Man-
chester Mayor Andy Burn-
ham, who was recently
sworn in as an MP, said he
will put his name forward
for the role of Prime
Minister.

Speaking outside No. 10
Downing Street on Mon-
day, Mr. Starmer said he
had inherited a Labour
Party that was “politically,
financially, and morally
bankrupt”.

He spoke of leading the
party in a landslide victory
in 2024 and highlighted his
record, citing growth in
real wages, the fastest eco-
nomic growth in the G7, re-
duced wait-times for medi-
cal appointments, a ban on
social media for under-16s,
trade deals, and mending
fences with the European
Union.

‘Graceful acceptance’

“I know the question being
asked now is not who was
best placed to change the
Labour Party to take us in-
to power and to begin the
vital work of improving
lives for millions of people.
Those questions have been
answered,” Mr. Starmer
said, adding, “The ques-
tion my party is asking
now is whether 1 am best

= v
A

Exit call: British Prime Minister Keir Starmer announcing his
resignation plan on Monday. AFp

placed to lead us into the
next general election.”

“I have heard the answ-
er of my parliamentary
party to that question, and
I accept that answer with
good grace,” Mr. Starmer
said. The Prime Minister
had informed King Charles
11 of his decision on Mon-
day morning, following a
weekend of deliberation at
his official country home,
Chequers.

The Labour’s decision-
making body, the National
Executive Committee,
would set out a timetable,
Mr. Starmer said, with
nominations for a new
leader opening on July 9.
In the case of a contest, the
new leader would be in
post before the U.K. Parlia-
ment reconvenes in Sep-
tember, as per Mr. Starmer.

Reacting to the news of
Mr. Starmer’s resignation,
Mr. Burnham thanked the
Prime Minister and an-
nounced he would run for
No. 10 Downing Street and
for Labour Party leader.

“Keir has given huge ser-
vice to our country, and I
want to thank him for his
leadership and dedication
during such a challenging
period,” Mr. Burnham
said, adding, “His decision
marks the beginning of a
transition, and it is impor-

tant that this process is
conducted in an orderly
and responsible way. T will
put myself forward as part
of this process,” Former
Greater Manchester Mayor
Andy Burnham said.

For a man who has been
criticised for lacking an
emotional connection with
voters, Mr. Starmer spoke
through tears towards the
end of his remarks outside
Downing Street when he
mentioned his children
and his wife, Victoria, who
was standing a few feet
away. His family would be
his focus once he stepped
down, Mr. Starmer said,
before standing in front of
the black door to No. 10
with his wife, not waving
this time, but looking
crestfallen.

With former Health Se-
cretary Wes Streeting con-
firming that he would sup-
port Mr. Burnham’s
candidacy, the former
Mayor is expected to run
unchallenged, unless
another MP decides to join
the race.

If he runs unchallenged,
Mr. Burnham could be
sworn in as Prime Minister
before the U.K. Parliament
goes into recess on July 17.

LANDSLIDE TO RESIGNATION
» PAGE 14
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A DECADE OF CHAOS: FROM BREXIT TO BURNHAM

Ten years after the Brexit vote, political instability remains Britain's defining story.
With Keir Starmer set to quit, the UK is poised for its seventh prime minister in a decade

Ministers

THE REVOLVING DOOR AT DOWNING STREET

General
Elections

R
N

A~

; 3
P A 1
— )

David
Cameron

Keir
Starmer

Boris
Johnson

Theresa

May Truss

2010-2016  2016-2019 2019-2022 Sep-Oct2022 2022-2024 2024-2026

Resigned Brexit "GetBrexit ~ Mini-budget Restored WEIEIE

afterlosing  deadlock, Done", turmoil, stability, U-tumns,

Brexit snapelection pandemic, lasted just but lost resignations

referendum  gamblefailed scandals 44 days election and internal
forced exit revolt

NextPM? 2016-2019: Brexit deadlock, snap election gamble failed



2016-2019: Brexit deadlock, snap election gamble failed

NextPM?

LEADERSHIP CRISIS

» Brexit earthquake

» UK votes
52%-48%
toleavethe
European Union

» David Cameron resigns,
ending six yearsin office

» Theresa May's gamble fails
» Snap election costs Conservatives their majority

# Govt survives only with support from
Northern Ireland's DUP

» Brexit paralysis ends May era
» Theresa May quits after repeated Brexit defeats

» Boris Johnson takes charge promising to Get
Brexit Done

» Dec 2019: Johnson landslide
» Conservatives secure biggest victory since 1987

# Jan 2020: Brexit becomes reality

# Britain officially leaves the
European Union

# Year of unprecedented turmoil

» July: Johnson resigns after scandals

# Sept: Liz Truss unveils unfunded tax cuts,
markets panic

» Oct: Truss quits after just 44 days, the
shortest premiership in British history

» Oct: Rishi Sunak becomes Britain's third
PM in three months

]

LABOUR'S PROMISE
AND ITS TROUBLES

July2024:
Keir Starmer wins a landslide

election promising: ""We said we
would end the chaos."

But within twoyears...

» Wams of an "economic black hole"

» Introduces £40-billion tax rises

» Welfare reforms spark rebellion

» Reform UK surges to the top of opinion polls
# Local election defeats weaken authority

» Senior ministers begin quitting

FRONT-RUNNERS TO
REPLACE STARMER

Pl .

ANDY BURNHAM WES STREETING
The current Mayor of The Health Secretary is
Greater Manchester, also considered a
Burnham, is widely potential candidate,
regarded as the front- though neither he nor
runner to replace Burnham's camps have
Starmer, bolstered by a officially launched
recent by-election win campaigns

Other contenders: Other potential figures who
may enter the leadership race include Angela

Rayner, Jess Phillips, and Ed Miliband




B WHY IN NEWS / T=T H 91

@ Keir Starmer resigned as UK PM — Labour party lost confidence in him
Labour GIET 7 R FSTHT H faoara @l &<, UK PM & SEA1PT faar

31 Nominations open July 9; New PM before Parliament recess (July 17)
ATHHA 9 Fells &; AT PM &I T 17 Fells FHE Jarel & Tg el

i Andy Burnham (ex-Manchester Mayor) frontrunner for PM post
S §eAgH (qd HeAdvex HIR) PM G& & JHE 19

Starmer informed King Charles Il at Chequers before announcement

gIY0IT & Gg ol Chequers H a1 ared i 5’7‘7%5\’7%5’@7277

. India-UK FTA talks and diaspora policy hang in balance
SR FTA It 3R Garédt sfiicd IR H



% KEY PLAYERS & TIMELINE / qg'&rwi%craﬁtm-w

[&] 2020 Starmer elected Labour leader
ECTHT Labour Sl gat 7T
=] 2024 Labour wins landslide election

Labour &1 & &&otaT Geald SHIcT

[&] June 2026 Starmer announces resignation
ECTHT 7 SEA 1 givyorr &
[=] 9 Jul 2026 Leadership nominations open

o-/\(zl('cl FTHTH T /E

=] 17 Jul 2026 Parliament recess — new PM by then

EE HTFTIT — TTPM JT TH



= MULTI-SUBJECT CONNECTIONS / agﬁwm

g

f D History

o

Westminster model evolved from Magna Carta (1215) - Glorious Revolution

(1688)
HIAT FIET (1215) T Westminster JOTTell 3T [dehrd

-

f Q;B Polity

olcdqd&HIT

Constitutional monarchy + Parliamentary democracy; PM from legislature

TN TSTdT + I dllehdT; PM AeTad@saT O

=

UK — island nation; Chequers in Buckinghamshire; London capital

zla% EaTTITSE; Chequers — STREFARIIIR; wiceT JToTdTelT

O]

India-UK FTA ongoing; G7 member; Starmer — fastest G7 growth

HRA-Zeh FTA SIRY; G7 HEET; G7 H ¥ ool fdehre

f EI? Env/S&T

JITaIOT/S&T

UK Net Zero 2050; COP26 Glasgow; under-16 social mgdia ban
Teh A1 SIRT 2050; COP26 TAIHIN; TRIeT HfSAT gfciarer

-
[m| Static GK

Fifas+ Gk

P5 UNSC member; G7; Commonwealth HQ London; NATO founder
UNSC P5; G7; ITTS¢HS HQ olceT; NATO H&IT9h




[ PAST
CGEIGH

o

» Labour Party founded 1900 by trade
unions

Labour 9TeT1900 #H 25 gfe1 37 GaRT EAT

» Starmer elected party leader 2020

FETH 2020 & GIET AT gt 7T

» 2024: Historic Labour landslide victory
2024 RIFGTIAF Labour ¥l SHic

» Blair (2007), Brown (2010) also resigned
under pressure

égrw(zom), §13+7(2010) 3t ESid H SEABT

@ PRESENT

FaATT

» Starmer resigns; Andy Burnham
frontrunner

ECTH &1 SEAIPI; Andy Burnham FHE

» NEC to set leadership contest timeline

NEC Fcd I F#H- TR 7 #7f

» New PM before July 17 Parliament
recess

17 Solls & Ggel T PM &I gy

» Wes Streeting backs Burnham candidacy

3?-7'\7-2?7%70_-)'Burnham H GHYT faar

) FUTURE
sy

» BEST: Labour wins next election under

Burnham ’
HaITH: Labour Burnham & ddcd H 33777
oAl St

» India-UK FTA finalized with fresh
leadership

SR T FTA U difed H JHIaH &9 o

» RISK: Leadership contest could divide
Labour

STEH: F)@’??Qﬁ@?ﬁaﬂabour FI fasrfaia
FXGhHA &

» UK's NATO/G7 role under scrutiny during
transition

HPHIT 3 GNTFT NATO/G7 H UK ST {IHFT ¢
T



IN INDIA ANGLE / 3R T g fSCehIoT

¢ India-UK FTA Free Trade Agreement talks ongoing since 2022; new PM's trade stance critical for India

2022 HFTA GIdl SRY; TCPM &1 SIT9IN A AR 3 felT Ageaqur

&y Indian ~1.8 million Indians in UK; visa and immigration policy under new PM
Diaspora ~18 &1 HRAIT e H: TTPM & Fgel d1oil 3R IHTastat HAfd

g% Education Links UK universities attract Indian students; scholarship programmes at stake

T3 [AeafagaTere AR AT BTAT 1 HTHYd FXcd 6 STAGIT PIAHH

24 Defence & Tech  India-UK defence partnership, Al, fintech cooperation continues
SR T 47T HISIGR], Al, fheide HEF1T FTRT

@ G7 & UNSC India aspires for UNSC permanent seat; UK's P5 support crucial
HRTUNSC ETT Hie aIgel & Jab T P5 HHYoT Hgcaquf



& EXAM READY: MCQ + Statement MCQ / 98T 3=

STATEMENT-BASED MCQ (UPSC Style):
1. The UK Prime Minister is directly elected by the British public. (FALSE &)
2. King Charles Il is the constitutional head of the United Kingdom. (TRUE )
3. 10 Downing Street has been PM's official residence since 1735. (TRUE )

4. UK is a permanent member of the UN Security Council. (TRUE )

CORRECT ANSWER: (b) 2, 3 and 4 only | &Y 3wR: (b) %del 2, 3 3T 4

QUICK FACTS FOR PRELIMS:

e Andy Burnham — frontrunner for next UK PM | G7 = 7 nations: USA, UK, Canada, France, Germany, ltaly, Japan

e P5 UNSC: USA, UK, France, Russia, China | Chequers = PM's country home in Buckinghamshire

e Labour NEC sets leadership timeline | Westminster = PM from Parliament, not direct election



4> 10 QUICK REVISION POINTS / cafe qeRTgfer

Starmer resigned — Labour party lost confidence

Labour WW@?W@?#WW#EWWW

Andy Burnham (ex-Manchester Mayor) — likely next PM
Andy Burnham (qa"#aﬁv-—aﬁav) GHIIT 37Tt PM

Leadership nominati{ons openlJuly 9, 2026
AJcd AHI P9 Folls 2026 & Y&

New PM before Parliament recess — July 17
17 SJoll3 HHE HTHII & Ggel 7T PM

Informed King Charles Ill at Chequers (Buckinghamshire)
Chequers # [T =¥ 11l &1 el fHaT

10

NEC = Labour's governing body; sets contest timetable

NEC = Labour &I oIt G&T 13T THF-GRON T FA &

Starmer: G7 fastest growth, NHS reforms, EU ties improved

EETHE G7 ATH AT 1351, NHS GEIR, EU HTEFER

India-UK FTA ongoing — new PM's trade stance critical

HRT- e FTA SIRT— ST PM FI TR oAl Hgeaqor

UK = P5 UNSC member + G7 + NATO founder + Commonwealth
UK = UNSC P5 + G7 + NATO &&JT9h + II°CHS ol

Westminster: PM accountable to Parliament, NOT directly elected

Westminster: PM &S &1 Sidlsas, & fAalfad gt



+

THE HINDU

News

Tuesday, June 23, 2036
e

Screams, calls, and a wait that never seemed to end

Press Trust of India.
weksow
“Mujhe faane do apne bete

ke paas (Let me go to my
son)” sereamed o gried-
stricken mother, sruggling
10 break free as relatives of
those trapped rushed to

Even before fire tenders
reached the spot, Jocal re-
sidents became the frst
responders. They smashed

those stuck inside.
Oneof the s barean

Aligar here
et o s o -
side the building engulfed.
in flames.

Outside, anguished f2-

ing
in visuals showing @ st
dent jumping from an up-

r o escape the

llames,  Feople  below

& mattress-

at Aliganj i Lueknen

e, Aditys Srivastava,
“He ealled me saying

o' tsave me, and 1
rushed 1o the site] M
Behra recalbed.
those  wha
eseue was

wha happened 1 be pass.
ing by when he noticed the
s, N R sad s
professional - experience
Iedifiils 1o e i
in the reseue work e
helulpedhldnubelup

‘nelghbouring buikdings 3l
s0 stepped forward 1o
help. People lving behind
he affeeted structure sup-
e water batles 10 fire-
fighters res-
e e

uu rescue operation
ended, the tragedy moved
fromm the firesite o the hos-

and mortuan
amilies foeed the gr
iy of the ncdsne The

dies of the victis were

shifted from the trauma

Odisha tweaks names;
Cuttack is now Kataka

HUBANESWAR

Odishas “Millennium Ciry”
Curtack will now be spel
as Kataks' ulhbsme ga-
vernment an Mo
;.hm@sd(lu nglsh frord

alst rkcts,

isons, - tehsils,

blocks and urban bodies.

o the same way, Bala-
sore will now be written as

A notification fzsued by
the Revenue and Disaster
Mansgement Department
said the parmes wer
modified w preserve the
linguistic identity of Od-
isha and o standardise the
Englsh spellings of the
names in conformity with
Odla phaneries.

“The corrections relate
salely t the English spell
ings of the sdministratne

milies watched helplessly ke ub,eu o cushion the  on onday sawmorethan  centre at King George's | Baleshwar’ and Bourkela  units and shall m e con-
a8 thick black smoke and  fall, following M\iduocds a Jml bodies being  Medical University 1o ﬂm as ‘Raurkels’. Officials clar-  strued any
fames swallowed the ant-  immediately and relatives rushed tothe  with police personnel ket brovght out from the  poskmortem  house ified that the corrections  change in their lulm it
‘mation centre where 1S - for medical aslsulm spot after receiving distress  thems enter the building. building, while several pe- autopsy. | apply only glish spell-  said
ople, most of {hem sty Scenes of anguish snd  calls from their Joved ones. um.l Mehrs reached  ople e also rescued  Most of thase who lost | ings and will not alter the  dercaken to correet the co-
denss, lost their helplessness unfolded out- trapped inside. Same wo- e after receiving a uersbottled  thelr lives were young | actual names of adminis-  lonial-era “distrted
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Doval hosts NSAs of | Nod forhysterectomy | faterss,
. airports to
- L] Pt - .
BRICS nations amid | "22Yer0ldWith - finkedtodan
. intellectual disability | fusion centre
West Asia tensions s ot | s
The e Modleal saluations | Yt
Doval holds talks with Iran official Ghadir Nezamipour and Chinese I rure nstance,the High Fackal recagaion cameras
Foreign Minister Wang Yi at meeting to survey global security issues Court of Karnataka has installed &t all major air-
permitied 3 Dyesr-old parts will be linked 10 3 ds-
e, Director General, zrael Defence Miristry. on Monday. s woman with severe intel- 1a fusion centre that is pro-
leeral and mvehpmelu mining that the patient | pased to come up in Delhi,
NEW DELHI ndergototal  Lacks the cognitive capaci- | Central Indusirial Security

India, Israel discuss

expanding defence,
industrial relations

NEW DELHI

tdia and tsrael have dis-
enssed ways o further
strenghen defence coop-
eration during the visit of
the Major General Amis
Baram {retd), the Director-
General of Isracl's Ministry
of Defence, 1o India o0
Monday.
Dajor-General
o Deferice
sath Singh and beiefed
i oo bracls coma
e b d
feral detence
Codperition nder the -
mework of the Indis-lsrael
Strategic

Baram

spec
Partnership.

defence ties and exploce
new avenues of
cooperation.

Key pillar
Indis and lsrael have wit-

e the years, both in scope
and scale.

Defence remains
pillar of the bilateral rela-
tionship, with both cous
tries collaborating closely
in areas such as military
technology, defence equip-
ment, and research and
development

Major-Genersl  Baram
said, “Indlia s a ey strateg-
e partner of the State of s
rael, This important visit,
the pesult o

evelopments i

backidrop s National Se
curity Adviser (NSA) Aji
Doval hosted his counter-
parts from BRICS grouping
in New Delhi for the BRICS
NSAs mesting.

M. Doval met Ghadie
ekt Deput s

of wanrs supeeme o
Security Cound] (SNSC),
Chinese Forekgn Minister
Wang ¥i, and Seeretary of
Multilateral and Politieal
Affaies of Brazil Carlos Co-

Mational i
D Al 01635 SNSC, G NEZBeT D n M B, FT

gress towards gradual nor-
malisation. The NSA un-
derlined  that  stable,
predictable and construc.
e

“China’s Farelgn Minis-
ter reatfinmed suppart for
Iran’s security and terri-
sl integriy, welormed

others who
are hers 10 anend the -
day event that will survey
Uheseanm_y archisecture of
e world.
" “Both sides reviewed
the sinuation in
mﬁmﬁhay akko dis-
cussed coogeration under
se BRICS platforn. and In-

tribute 10 buikding of trust
d better undesstanding
between the two sides.”™

Tehran and Befjing

Tranian  delegation
held 3 detaifed meeting
with the Chinese side on
the sidelines of the BRICS

manmn with
countries and

continue 1o

“maintain

the

on enhancing collabora.
ton in defence manufac-
, technology, and

In '3 pest on X, the De.
fence Ministry said the
meeting underscored the
shared commitment of
both countries 1 deepen

eral preparation process,
reflects the great Enpor
tance that India and Israel
amn - expanding their
and -
St allance — but
les 50, the depeh of the
bond betweern ous (o -

e
s (MEA) after Mr. Doval
met Mr, Nezami

“The MEA said the meet-
g between Mr, Doval and.
ME Wang was “farward

developments i bilatersl
relations andd noted pr

sy oflan . Netand

spressed 3 ppmxuuu
ot i ol
port and emiphsised the
importance of strenghen-
ing the strategic parter-
ship between Tehran and
eljing, a5 well as Iran's
readinéss 1o respond 1o
any poential threats”

The June 22-23 meeting
of the NSAs of dbe IR[CS
countries wil focus
wontdional  securty
challenges confronting the

world today’. The meeting
will include 3 review of the
outcomes of BRICS
Warkisg Groups on Coun-
ter-Terrorism.

ilithes 10
Sbdominal hsterortony,
ruling st the procedure i
it et “hest interests” and
essential for hee health and
dignity

¥

Tustice Sura] Govindars)
passed the order while al-
Jowing a peciion iled by
the woman's parents and
primary caregivers 1o pro-
ceed with the surgery at a

s and gynaccology,
radiology, and anaesthe-
siology alter the parents
approached the court seck-
ing pemmision fr the sur-
el procedur

Health risk

Medical evaluations e

1al Delay with madesate
‘permanen insellectual dis-
bility, an 19 0f 36, and ce-
rebiral palsy with 4 selzure
disorder. e soclal

v ssesed 1 e el

ty 10 understand or inde-
pendently manage men-

complications
which pesed 2 larger
health risk.

“The decision of this
court s not based
s Cordsnt lone,
nor upon the exstence of
disablty per e

“The permission is be-
ing grasted ouly et judi-
cial serutiny, indepesndent
medical evaluation by spe-
chalists from nulple disci-
plines, consideration of
the patienr's inability 1o
provide informed consent,
examination of the b
sence af any contraindics-
tion to the propased proce-
dure, and 3 determuinstion.
that the proposed inter-
vention is o the best inter-
ests of the patient” Justice.
Govindaraj said in his
ander,

The ourt directed the

medical superintendent of

dhe sl o ensure

the patien

ana ‘posoperstve coun-
i

manent d:nlnllw qumn
fiedat

The ansical board un-
animausly tecommended
the procedure rer-

tion services a3 may be

considered necessary by

the treating team, tnclud-

ing the pnyclsmml and
her speciallsts

Force (CISF) Director Gen-
eral Praneer Ranfan sabd o

Manday.

O tan the airports,
the feed from around 13
lakdh surveillance cameras
installed at vital installe
thons acrass the country
will slso be linked 1o the

ta fugon centre, Mr.
Ranjan said on the occa
sion of foundation laying
ceremony of the new CISF
headquarters at CGO con-
plex in Defhi,

The facial recognition
camenss installed ut six
‘major airports in the cown-
try are urthes proposed 1o
be integrazed with the Na-
sonal Intelligence Grid 1w
enhance reaktime monk
toring, suspect identifica-
ton and support o law e
forcement  agencies, a
senlor CISF ofticial said.

“The Union Home Mins-
ry has asked the States 1o
liberally use the platiorm
10 access datasets, which
include detailsof deiving I
cence, velicle
‘Aadhaar, ailine data, bank
secords, and travel details
parts from Financisl lntel-

ligenee Ui, and also ex-
tractand anlyse data trom
s

UAE in talks with India to
purchase BrahMos missiles,
Akashteer air-defence units

Eeuters
NEW DELSHI

The Indian government is.
in talks with the United
Asab Emirates to sell some
of its lagahip defence sys-
tems, m;meng the supes-

nissile Brah-

ment following the war in
West Asla

“The discussions include
the potenial sale of Indio's
ar delene sysem Mkt
tees, sources told Re

UAE has shown et
et for a numbes of our
weapun systerns, including
Bealinos and Akashicer
The talks berween India
and UAE are al intial stag-
opressing

BealiMos, jointly deve-
laped by India and Russia,
is among the world's fas.
test cruise missiles while
Maiar s 3 ully suto-

air-defence system
Geveoped by the s tun
cu
[

Brahbias, oitly developed by Incia and iz, is amang the
worids aszest cruse missis, FUE PHOTD

‘Blsarat Electronics Ld, and

the Indian Army

“The UAE ks considering
buying efence epiprngat
from and _ather

oures atr th Gl
tion was heavily atacked
by Lran during the conlliet
i West Asia, and 25 it en-
hances its ability Lo res-

nerging threats.
Italso needs ta protect the
Strait of Hormuz, a crucial
conduit energy

exports.
A dversbed supplie

base

strateglc sutonoiy, o

closer ties with India have
the nefi

antagonising the U.S. asthe
countries remain allies,”
said Pearl Pandy, south
sl senlor analyst at
Armed Conflict. Location
and Event Data, 3 conflict
manitoring graup

Before clinching any
BrahMos sale 1o the UAE,
ks wnckd el s

. as the
qunlsga misile s ,mum
One c
SRR LB, s

2 burdle given Moseow's
close thes with Abu Dhabi,

Bank fraud cases: CBI
arrests ex-CEOs of
Reliance ADA Group

NEW DELHE

The Central Furean of I
estigation (CBY has arrest-
ed Devang Mody, former
Director and Chief Execu-
tive officer (CED) of Re-
Fi-
nance Limited (RCFL), and
1, form-
er executive director and
CED of Reliance Home Fi-
nance Limited (RHFL), in
connection with alleged
bank fraud cases, sad the
ageney on Monday.
In the RCFL case, the ac-
cusd cued 3 o of
4,007 crore o 13
sector banks (PSs) and 10
lost about 13,525
«crore in (e RHFL matter.
Mr. Mody was CED of
RCFL from April 2007 1w
Decermber 2008 and Me.
halkar served as the ED
and CEO of RHFL from Oc-
her 1 2006, o e, .
2022. The CBI alle;
Yady and e Suibabor
loans tointerme-
iy and concit compa:
s despite sueh lending
being contrary to the com-

Inthe RCFL cas, the sccused
Gaused aloss of £4057 crars 2
13 publicsector banks. 11

s g polcis,

used persons
dverted Tonds. bt
by BCFL and RHFL 1o Re-
liance ADA Group compa-
mg. includingReliance
il L, Welince ti
atracte L1d.
liance Powes Lul., uwmy
awesing ' w  cambined
ronglul loss of 17,623
tore n the e hanks
corresponding wron
i i
ted entities,” said the

US. notifies
sale of support
services for
helicopters

WASHINGTON

The US. has formally noit-
fied the proposed sale of
sustainment supgort ser-
vics s slted -

Telkopeess and Mr7AZ

3 injured as protesters
clash with security
personnel in Manipur

G

ANLATI

Atleast three persans were:
injueed in 3 clish between.
Kulki protesters endoreing .
higiway shudown and se-
curity personmel in Kang-
pokpi district of Manipur

Ul Lo oM 140 | o Moy,
estimated e Kukd civil soclety organi-
il The Defeie So. | saons calld the St

Itighw

Agency
D5CA), which adminsters
the Foreign Military Sales
5) programme of the
U, issued the arms sales
notiication in the Federal
Regster ot une 17
Tty
nounced 5§50 millon
sale for a sustainment
e fot India’s MTT7AZ
ultralight howitzers is rea-
dy tw be concluded.” US.
Ambassador to India Ser-
o Gar sald n  post on X.
In anotser notification,
the Department of Defence

menr suppert  services,
US. government and con:
tracr engineering and

190,37 on Sunday s protest
against “selective security
operations” allegedly tar-
g iligs bt by
the people.
Grougs of prsestin oo
verged on the New Kelthel-
manbi stretch of the high-
ay in the moming o
restrict vehicular move-
ment and demand the
withirawal of securiy op-
erations. The highway con-
nects Manipur’s Capital,
Imphal, with Jiribam on.
the State's boundary with

don escalated
sl the scuriy person.
used eontrol
neasures such os s
Do s batos charges.

prrrrer——r—
s depet
ozt e

A let e procter

e injused in the melee.
The lata it of dhe Sk
Inpi, an apex community
anshisation, <ondstnned

the “agpressive and force-
i ol ot pescet
prosesters”

Criticising the authosi
ties for faiing 10 address
public concerns, the Kuki
Inpluit blasmeed the echrsc

im and the Eaanson fac.
ot o the Zeangrang | L‘n
ited  Frant, both

armed groups.

+




Odisha tweaks names;
Cuttack is now Kataka

Press Trust of India
BHUBANESWAR

Odisha’s ‘Millennium City’
Cuttack will now be spelt
as ‘Kataka’ as the State go-
vernment on Monday
changed the English spell-
ing of 64 places — districts,
sub-divisions, tehsils,
blocks and urban bodies.

In the same way, Bala-
sore will now be written as
‘Baleshwar’ and Rourkela
as ‘Raurkela’. Officials clar-
ified that the corrections
apply only to English spell-
ings and will not alter the
actual names of adminis-
trative units.

A notification issued by
the Revenue and Disaster
Management Department
said the names were being
modified to preserve the
linguistic identity of Od-
isha and to standardise the
English spellings of the
names in conformity with
Odia phonetics.

“The corrections relate
solely to the English spell-
ings of the administrative
units and shall not be con-
strued as effecting any
change in their names,” it
said. The changes were un-
dertaken to correct the co-
lonial-era “distorted” En-
glish spellings.



E WHY IN NEWS / 9T & 41

Odisha changed English spellings of 64 places — districts, tehsils, blocks, urban bodies
FfoIT 7 64 T21T 1 37354 dciafl el — foel, dgdier, selie; gt AT

Cuttack - Kataka | Balasore - Baleshwar | Rourkela - Raurkela
HTH > PICH | FIATHN > FTeieaT | I3 AT-> INGIT

Aim: Align English spellings with Odia phonetics; preserve linguistic identity

3GaRT: 372 dctAl 1 AT €Tl AT & 3T Faodledl

[ ]
@

Revenue & Disaster Management Department issued the notification
YTST¥ES Ue JIT9GT G/ [Q37T o 31feregersir STt 1

Changes apply only to English spellings, NOT actual Odia names of places

[ ]



B KEY NAME CHANGES / quarmqﬁa—c’l?r

Old English Spelling New English Spelling Type / 9
QAT 3ASi actedt TS 3IASH aet=t

Cuttack Kataka District / TSTeIT

Balasore Baleshwar District / TSelT

Rourkela Raurkela Urban Body / 2T&I folerrr
Total: 64 places Aligned with Odia phonetics Districts+Tehsils+Blocks

/\ Key Point: These are English spelling corrections only — actual Odia names remain unchanged /Wmaﬂ?ﬁw;
grEdias AT A1 raRafda




= MULTI-SUBJECT CONNECTIONS / 98-TauTr gaer

g

f D History

o

Colonial-era English spellings distorted Odia phonetics; British romanisation

|
SRR 7T 7 3T T 3 AR ey ey Y P

S

-

QP Polity
TolcdaHAT

State Govt power to rename; 8th Schedule — Odia is official Indian language

TS TR AT AHPOT AR, 8T I — 3NTSAT 3nThries s

Rourkela Steel Plant (RSP) — major industrial hub; name change to Raurkela
may impact branding

3Tehell TS Telle — G T Hleafare e

e

i [:ﬂ] Geography
G

LN
Odisha (formerly Orissa): Bay of Bengal coast; Mahanadi River; Cuttack on

Mahanadj delta
3NTSAT: 3T T WIST de; AGACT; shesh — AT Soel U

N

-
m Culture
q&hia

c
Linguistic identity preservation; Odia — 6th Classical Language of India

(2014)
HITE Gl TBT0T; AT — 2014 F HRT $T 63T 2EFT 1T

&

p
[l static GK

Fifas+ Gk

Odisha capital: Bhubaneswar; Chief Min: Mohan Majhi (BJP); 8th Schedule:

22 languages . )
3NTSRAT ISTEMA: $IRE; CM: HigeT HTSH; 8T TG 22 AT




[ PAST
CGEIGH

a

» British colonial rule imposed English
romanisation of Indian names

fefeer 3gfAderare o IRAZT FH H 37357
JIFA BT it

» Post-1947: Many states rename cities

(Bombay—->Mumbai, Madras—>Chennai)
1947 & &Ig: &g T3] o AUEN] T AH g ell
(§55-> Hdg, HGTE-> teats)

» 2011: Orissa officially renamed Odisha in

English
2011: FEIT (3357 H Orissa & Odisha)

» Odia declared 6th Classical Language of

India in 2014 '
2014: 3337 F 6T e 9T GifoT

@ PRESENT

FaATT

» Odisha renames 64 places to match

Odia phonetics
HIf3RT o164 Tl FT ATH FH ST £l UTET

4*3@?777@3?/7

» Cuttack - Kataka (most prominent)

FCPH > FICH (FTH FHE)

» Revenue & Disaster Mgmt Dept issued
notification

ITSET U IT9aT IS el Q37T of 3iTeRgrair
SR @

» Only English spellings changed; actual
names unaffected

) FUTURE
sTfasy

» More states may follow: linguistic
identity movement growing

e T IR Y Fhcl 6: HT9TS Gl
H1gtete 38 V6T &

» Could influence UN, international org
standardisations

UN, RIS G167 HieTdhl 0T G371 8
THATE

» Digital systems (GPS, maps) will need

updates
GPS, f3faicer #l71a3l #l 375 I

ST Tl

» Boosts Odia language pride; possible
more classical language demands

F3IT 19T 715 1 TSTTT 3fE)h ITEAT 9T



, ODISHA AT A GLANCE + STATIC GK / 32T T ol &

@ Capital EQ Culture

Bhubaneswar (new) | Cuttack (old) / ﬁiT:FTQEIT (o_-l'é) | W(El}'l?ﬁ) Odissi dance (classical); Jagannath Temple Puri; Konark Sun Temple
(UNESCO) / 3N Fcd; STaTear HIG; hivTTeh HfeY

& chief Minister [_] Language

Mohan Majhi (BJP) / FHIgsT HTSIT (T<T4T) Odia — 6th Classical Language of India (2014); 8th Schedule / 3IfsaT
— 64T QTEA T HINT (2014)

@ Major Rivers Industry

Mahanadi, Brahmani, Baitarani, Subarnarekha /?Flélo_-lél, STEAOT, Raurkela Steel Plant (SAIL); Paradip Port; mineral rich — iron ore,

SRofl, gaurar bauxite / IT3THeT FENeT; TRIETT SE3TTE; cllg 31T, STFATST

@ Coastline Q Sports

~485 km on Bay of Bengal (3rd longest state coastline) / STl T Odisha hosts Hockey World Cup; Kalinga Stadium / ﬁ%@ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%&’

GTar 9T ~485 km &Y T 3TATSTh



& EXAM READY: MCQ + Statement MCQ / T{1&TT I

STATEMENT MCQ (UPSC Style):
1. Odisha changed the actual Odia names of 64 places. (FALSE & — only English spellings changed)
2. Odia was declared a Classical Language of India in 2014. (TRUE )
3. Cuttack is the current capital of Odisha. (FALSE & — Bhubaneswar is the capital)

4. The notification was issued by Revenue & Disaster Management Dept. (TRUE )

[ Correct: Statements 2 and 4 only | W&l 30X: Had AT 2 3T 4

KEY PRELIMS FACTS:

e 64 places renamed | Only English spellings changed | Cuttack - Kataka (Millennium City)

¢ Odia = 6th Classical Language (2014) | 8th Schedule has 22 languages

e Odisha borders: AP, Telangana, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, WB | Konark = UNESCO heritage



4y

Odisha renamed 64 places — English spellings only
HRIT 764 T I 3T Tctad! Seoi

Cuttack - Kataka (Millennium City of Odisha)
FHCH > FICH (ST FT [Hell7TH BN

Balasore - Baleshwar | Rourkela - Raurkela

FTATRIN = JTe9av | INBAT-> INDell

Goal: Align English spellings with Odia phonetics
STEZ 31211 dctat] I FNBHT ITERUT 3 o] EIR Fodled]

Actual names NOT changed — correction of colonial distortions

AR A T T — AT I T T

Revenue & Disaster Mgmt Dept issued notification

TS Ud JTIGT Fel7 Q7T o SErgerad kT 1

Odia = 6th Classical Language of India (2014)
If3IT= FRT 6] AREFT HT97(2014)

Odisha capital: Bhubaneswar | Old capital: Cuttack/Kataka
STHSRT ITTENA: HAeARG | GRTeAl: FHP] FICHT

Odiain 8th Schedul'e; Mahanadi = major river of Odisha
SNfSIT8 T oyl H; HgleAal= HNRT I HE 7e]

Trend: India decolonizing place names (Mumbai, Chennai, Odisha
precedents)

HIR H I ATH I 3TIAUHFTP VT (H s, etz )
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Tushar Mehta reappointed

Solicitor-General for 3 vears

The Centre has reappointed Tushar Mehta the
Salichar-General of India for 2 furthes tenm af
three years from July 1. An order in this regard
was issued by the Department of Personsnel ard

Training DoPT) oo Jus

20, an official sousce

saidd. The Appoinumnents Cormmitiee of e
Cabinet approved the reappointment, ensuring
continuiny in the governmnent’s |

representanion before Che Supreme Court and

r alppnl.luel] e

Banerjee, K.
M. Venkataraman,

e
and Aisfuwarya Bhatl —

Raju,
for the Supreme Court for 3 three-year term.

Around 110 students fall ill

after lunch at Indore school

Arcund 110 children lel] ill adfver consuming | food

a1 a private school ir
administration o

and seal the kitchen o Mos

adore, prosspaing th
10 bunch 3 probe nto the mater
vy, sxid officials.

fess dluarisgg an investigation it
e susperied food poisoning meident, they said
e

said

children from Classes 1o 5 had consumed qud-

an Sansrday
Stoemch ach
& hospitalised

e affices

s cver 100 of U
i i vouing. “Clrrenily o Chibd

rern complaks

Unions write
to PM against
free trade
pact with U.S.

organisations  of i
. Rsh workers,
pouliry raders, winemak-
ers, and trade wnions have
written 1o Prime Minister
raarendra Modi demanding

at the negotiations with
fhe e Mo & fee toade

NEW DELHE

eweral students who
hiad applied for re-
sek

crease
Theks Seret which were e
leased on Sunday

The Board has faced
crmscism over evaluation
discrepancies after imple-
A negotisions and a | menting orr-Screen
conprenaratve pariamen- | marking (OSM system
tary and public review of [ e
all FrAs. The unions have

sopped as e prepesats
are against the intereses of

Earmers and workers.
They have demanded

the suspension of all cnga-

particular set of questions
being assessed agains: the
marking scheme of & diffe-

Citing reports
is close 1o concluding an
interim trade deal thas may
evalve into a FTA covesing
all sectors, the organisa-
tions urged the Centre to
immediately suspend the
ect Bve

thar India 3
more than L&
candidstes had ap-
plied for re-evaluation, at
least 1.39 kakh of thes v
their results on Sunday.
student from Bulund,
sl:ahl e LT Pradesh

negotiations w
Ehoods, food soversignty,
and tlse mational econamy.

The lner said allowing

destroy domestic produse-
ton i affected sectors

frams 41 1o 50. The marks

at least 135 kakh of them

White mare than 1.5 ik candidates hed applied tor re-evobsasion,
them got their resubts on Sunduy

for the practical compo
nent remained the same,”
a family member of the so
dene, who did not wish o

nasved, said. The Hindu
accessed both the new and
ald scores of the studeny

Change in school topper
Similarhy, st beast o

revision  in
seores in the istory paper,
“One of the students hacd
i oar of 100 i his-

&7 said a tescler from dhe

school. “Most studemnts in
Wwest Bengal have already
completed college admis-
sion processes, mastly on

. Adter

sults came in, owr school
topper las changed. We

higher marks in sociolog
the teacher sasd

A CSBE e'ualuam who
examined answer
sheets using e oo sys-
tern rold The Hindu thas the
Board had declared that
had to e
ng the system just
Tve weeks before the sval-
ustbon was w0 sart. "It was

CBSE Class 12 marks rise
sharply after re-evaluation

The Board had faced criticism over evaluation discrepancies after implementing the on-screen
marking for the exame smdents reporeed issues such as blurred answer sheets. missing pages

a complete mess  Some
answer SCIEPlE were 1ol
o tely scanned anc
were rejected by evalsa-

tors. Teachers in far-flung
;Ko

uate the answer scrips”
the evaluator sabd, requess-
nit

Odisha
an lu.rease of 12 u:ar)c_s in
chesmis 1l five marks
i Erugliafl in the reavaliua:
tion resules, while anotlser
student in Delli receted
an increase of frve marks in
the history paper.
he CBSE lwas not re-
adficial o o

have seen an increase in
their seores.

Phased release
~The results of around S7%
of candilates who have ap-
plied for
alld ‘o \'eur-cauuu of 1s-
suwes ol rved have been
declared The
For the remaining candi
dares will also be released
in phases and the entire
rocess is expected 1o be
completed soon.” the CESE
stared in an cdfcial release.

cutcates

CBSE frames
new policy
for students
in West Asia

NEW BELHI

The Union government in-
formed the Supreme Court
on Momsday that the Cen-
usl Bual o of Secon ry
ACESE has
it palicy
cvahating privae candi
dates in West Asia whose
results could
clared due 1o the ongoling
conflict in the regon.

the CHSE, that a new poli-

ey had been formulated
il the concems of
students affected by the
cancellation  of  examin

e Melua  submiced
that the policy, notified on
Sunsday, includes a sepa-
rate assessment formula
for private candidates ap-
pearing for the Board ex-
aminations.  Uneder
schemse, marks in subjects
for which examinations
could mot be conduscted
vl be computed by as-
sigming = 40% weightage 1
Mhaory marks cheained in
the Class 10 Board exam
and 3 GO% weightage 1o
Tt s v Tt hate
12 Board exam.

Displaced Pandits converge at
Kashmir temple in record numbers

GANDERBAL

Buoyed by the lmprove
et i e securiny it
a record of

tio
Aisplaced Kachmirt Pardies
convernged st the Kheer

Bhawsaii remple it central

Mashmir's Gandesbal on

Moty
They were

pledged o return every
year o continue the
tradizion.
Crver 314
the displaced

Buses ferried
Kashuniri

amended 10

y=-u's g‘pilsr I_-_\]se-'
general se-
etary ol M e

Special puja

A special puja was beld at
lined temple on

the ccasion of Jyeshtha

Aghtam. “It's Mata’s birth-

day todsy. Tulmullah

wisit: Kashenini Pancit devotees pray during a reli
festiuml Al the Kheer Bhawan T mpe on Mondi: MRS

The Pandits also visited

o

were our-ofboursds during
ke milizancy.

upturn in the num-
ber af devotess came

the

P Ferome
Ahmad, joined the devo-

te<s in reciring verses by lo-

cal poets. Measvwhile,
grated from Budgam Muslinss, keeplugwl(l: tra-
Jamma  after  militaney d..u:m. et

ya paraphernalia m-ruL
n:tullau..c:anuelhal

= presicdess D
Abduifa while pressing
fon b

Valbey in the 19905
Far once many af the
andits were

ym...g.q.m travelling to the r “the dignified renm of
Valley for the fess tme. Kashamiel Pandits idl.
It's tay first visit to Kash.  ~Tive anmual ety Isa.synl.—
Enir [ g0t 1o et many re- bal Kas b

latives whom | have never  tradition of n.r;mm.ulnl s
et before. It felt | maciy and neslood |
home. We are X pray for the resvoration of

turn 10 Kashumir and secte

eoexistence  ssd | sreng-
here,” s3id ITyear-old Anu-

thening of social bonds

ASI transfers Rakhigarhi skeletons
to AnSI for a scientific investigation

MEW DELSS

Hluman  skeletal remains

raned from the arclae.

ure Ministry, for a
tatled sciensific

investiga

“The transfer, carsied ot
under a memorandum of
understanding (Mol bet-
ween the two Instusions,
i3 expected to simuibcantly

adwance multidisciplinary
research into one af
most  Enportant  urbamn,

centres of the Indus-Saras

wiath Civilisation, B

ma, Direetar af ANSE, sad.
Fakhij

across roximately S50
hectares in Haryana, s

he 3keleion of a woman, excavs
it in Faryana, in Al 2022, FILE PHOTE

of the Harappan Civilisa-
ton. Archa al exca-
wations have revealed evie
dence

Thabsitarion

Harappan to the Maturs
Harappan per

Motnd 7 at the excava-
thom site has been identi-
fied as

reco-
vered, including nm of &
woman,  roughly 4600
Ve i, W Lreied 4
buzz in the fields of histo-

red in 3 trench

DA analbysis of e ske-
letbis reveated thar the fak-
higarhi woman did ot
possess the steppe pastoral
gene, fannig the debate
on Ary

ments recovered from oth-

positery and Labaratogy in
Kolkata for a detalled ex-
amination. The remaining
skeletal materials obtsined
at these sites are also ex-
pected to be transferned in
& Bew days, the Culiere M-
nasiry sasd in a stanement
‘on Mo
‘Researchers belbeve the
renu]l:s Present a rare op-
Le:Fplbiodern
es, in-
e uding ancient DA (@D
) analysis, stable isotope
studies, osteological  as-

an o -
dia The word “Aryan™ has
been usecd

logical investigations, ard
r

for e steppe pastoralists,
though 1o avoid rscial con
notations, many scholass
how prefir 1o se the term
Eindbo-frya

Thret complese uman
skeletons among those re-

he statement
arch
nctod i collabarasion
wuls]ead g scienific inst-
usions, mcluding the Bir-
ba.]sal:uj Instivuse of Palae-
Universiy

thon, addded
'r] will e

seas. She grants all wishes.” o Kaul, who cusrently lives  among a the | widely recogmised as the  ry. anthrog . genom- covered from Mound Collcge London, amd e

i Ji ¥atra Welfare Sockety  said Beenu Zmshd, who mi-  in Delhl. commnumites.” gest known setbement  Gcs, and even lngaistics. Song with skeletal frag.  Hanares Hindu Unbversiy.
e Sl this pusle ot and (STA50 SUDOGKU FAITH
MERESBWERE + 14827 | JEEENEST | B8 = ] 5 K
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Kulasekhara shows the way

Like other Azbwars, Kulaselhara Azbwar too had mystie

experience of Perus

. said Damal Perundevi In his work

Perumal Tirumozhi, while singing the glory of the archa

eiry of Tirumaks, hi tells the deiry Srines

tlsat he seeks

only one boan from Him, The verse is 2 polter lo dev-

bees on haow
Cokduara e thar b
event of a rebirth, he

so that le could

Srinivasa,
ber burn s 4 Iausnan,

Kula-

ot af mescy.

5’8 Aish. Perumial fxodiis OUE thas I Fher:

beds dry up, the fish will mo survive.
The Azbiwar seeks o be relbarn as a champa Bower and

From belng in Fila service I the temple: therefore, sixch &

birth s not an opu

Eromn where be

wasa. maze
clock, with mone hindering his view of Per

wonders i someane else wol
hinder his view! Wh

for him. He then asks Srinivasa o
28] S0a) b5 tlhet SN SANCROTUIM of STink-
coubd

upoa lis ol round e
Then Ise
) cast the step i gobd and

at does the saint really want? Kula-

sekhara ooly wants to be in the presence of Perumal al-

warys, kmonwings thas he wonld

take care of these who sur-

rerder to HEm, The saine says ~1 beave the choice 1o You.

st beep me bn Tirumala in amy Gorm, i any birel




Tushar Mehta reappointed

Solicitor-General for 3 years

The Centre has reappointed Tushar Mehta the
Solicitor-General of India for a further term of
three years from July 1. An order in this regard
was issued by the Department of Personnel and
Training (DoPT) on June 20, an official source
said. The Appointments Committee of the
Cabinet approved the reappointment, ensuring
continuity in the government’s legal
representation before the Supreme Court and
other constitutional courts. The Centre also
reappointed five Additional Solicitors-General —
Vikramjit Banerjee, K.M. Nataraj Suryaprakash V.
Raju, N. Venkataraman, and Aishwarya Bhati —
for the Supreme Court for a three-year term.




Aspect
Constitutional Provision
Status
Nature

Appointing Authority
Qualification

Current Attorney General (2026)

Tenure
Salary

Resignhation
Removal

Rank

Details

Article 76 of the Constitution of India
Highest Law Officer of India
Constitutional Post

President of India

Must be qualified to be appointed as a Judge of the
Supreme Court

R. Venkataramani

Holds office during the pleasure of the President
No fixed salary; paid retainer fee and appearance fees

Submits resignation to the President
Can be removed by the President at any time

1st (Highest Law Officer of India)




Rights and Privileges

Right

Participate in Lok Sabha

Participate in Rajya Sabha

Participate in Parliamentary Committees
Voting Right in Parliament

Right of Audience in Courts

Restrictions

Restriction

Against Government

Criminal Defence

Company Directorship

Available?

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

Yes, in all courts of India

Details

Cannot advise or appear against Government of India

Cannot defend accused persons in criminal cases without Government

permission

Cannot hold directorships without Government approval



Attorney General vs Solicitor General

Feature Attorney General Solicitor General
Constitutional Status Constitutional (Art. 76) Non-Constitutional

Rank Highest Law Officer Second Highest Law Officer
Appointment President Government/ACC
Parliamentary Rights Can participate (No Vote) No Parliamentary Rights
Mentioned in Constitution Yes No

Important Articles for Exams

Article Subject

Article 76 Attorney-General of India

Article 88 Right to participate in Parliamentary proceedings

Article 143 Presidential Reference to Supreme Court



Major Appointments Approved by ACC

Category Examples

Top Bureaucrats Cabinet Secretary, Home Secretary, Defence Secretary, Foreign
Secretary

Central Services Secretaries to Government of India

Public Sector CMDs and CEOs of major CPSEs

Regulatory Bodies Certain senior appointments in statutory/regulatory organizations

Law Officers Solicitor General and Additional Solicitors General (government

appointments)

Intelligence & Security Senior appointments in key security organizations

Composition of Cabinet Committees

Committee Chairperson

Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) Prime Minister
Cabinet Committee on Security (CCS) Prime Minister
Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) Prime Minister

Cabinet Committee on Political Affairs (CCPA) Prime Minister



B WHY IN NEWS / T<T H 91

Q@ B B

Tushar Mehta reappointed as Solicitor-General of India for 3 years from July 1, 2026

IR HEAT P11 Fells 2026 & 3 Il 3 61T AR 3 FIlA AR SToAR ol & &G H Yodfot JeFcl

Order issued by DoPT (Dept of Personnel & Training) on June 20, 2026
DoPT (I Ud FIGTUT [A3717]) & 20 57 2026 &1 H7aI STRT T

Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) approved the reappointment
HIAASET $1 gl HIATT(ACC) & Goilo JlFT 1 HFL &

5 Additional Solicitors-General also reappointed for 3 years for Supreme Court

5 IR HlAACR- oAk el T GHH $ic 3 [elT3 HIoT 3 o1V Godlod JerT

Ensures continuity in government's legal representation before SC and constitutional courts

SC 3R HAEMAF ~FI1e73 H ERPI 3 Flefed! Gidtatelea # eReaedr glafeedad



‘l* GOVERNMENT'S LEGAL TEAM IN SUPREME COURT / Y& T Flefeil 1A

Attorney-General of India (AG)
IR T & Hgl=ITIdIc]

Highest law officer; advises Govt; Art. 76; right of audience in all
courts

Solicitor-General of India (SG)
HRT & it fAey- 57 el (Tushar Mehta)

2nd highest law officer; assists AG; represents Govt in SC

Additional Solicitors-General (ASG)
HTARFT FITAHEN- 57367 (5 reappointed)

Banerjee, Nataraj, Suryaprakash, Venkataraman, Aishwarya Bhati

® Article 76: President appoints AG; AG holds office during President's pleasure / 31@?3‘«{ 76: Irsgufa AG &Y f?l'{laﬁ-‘cl'; AG Irsgafa

I sToIId 9 W




= MULTI-SUBJECT CONNECTIONS / 98-TauT gatr

e

( ']:], Polity
Telcdd& T

Art 76: AG — highest law officer; Art 88: AG can speak in Parliament; SG not
in Constitution

ITTOE 76: AG; 3TTOG 88: AG HHG # alel Hehel §; SG HAHTeT 3 71T

-

P
@ Judiciary
COIDEITED)]

Supreme Court of India: Art 124-147; CJI + 37 judges; SG represents Union
Govt
FUIHA FDIC: IeTeda 124-147; CJ| + 33 FITITENRT; SG ohey TP T

C

-
Polity
HETId

DoPT: Under PM's Office; handles civil services, personnel matters

DoPT: PMO & 37d3Td; Tafae BaTU 3R hIfde A GHIAT &

-

i Economy
deaaer

SG handles tax cases, economic policy disputes, contract cases before SC

SG FUH HIE H T HTH, ek iTct TdaTe, IHeletr HIH T T &

i

Office of SG created post-Independence; evolved from British Crown Counsel

system ) R
SG T 9& TIdFdT oh ST, AT I1T; TS TeRr 3T hI3dol utrelr ¥ faesrfaa

[l static GK
Fifas+ Gk

Current AG: R. Venkataramani | DoPT HQ: New Delhi | ACC: PM + Home
Minister

AT AG: R. JeheTHUT | DoPT HQ: 15 f&eell | ACC: PM + I[g #AT




23 PAST — PRESENT — FUTURE / $[d — addTel - s1fasgr

[_] PAST
U GEIGH

o

» Office of Solicitor-General created post-
1947
SG & 951947 & &Ig FIIAT

» SG's role grew as litigation involving
Govt increased

agwﬁsg%ﬁwa?aaﬁé;wse $i S7AFT

> Tushar Mehta first appointed SG in 2018
IR Al Tgell §I¥ 2018 HSG [T

» Key cases: Art 370 abrogation, Electoral

Bonds argued by SG
3ieTeeiq 370 ke, SelFeNeT §le5 — SG
ZaNT &3 T HTH

(

@ PRESENT

gaHATT

» Reappointed for 3 more years from July
1, 2026
1 3oll3 2026 &3 31K T8 & [T Geled g

» DoPTissued order on June 20, 2026
DoPT & 20 o7 2026 &1 316 eI SR a1

» 5 ASGs also reappointed for SC:
Banerjee, Nataraj, Raju, Venkataraman,

Bhati
SC & U5 ASG aﬁgﬁﬁgaﬁ

» Ensures Govt legal continuity in sensitive
constitutional cases

HagaToNeT AT HIHCH H FXPNT Floged!
R eRer

~\

£) FUTURE
oSy

» SG will argue major pending cases: NRC,
electoral reforms, RTI amendments

SG aﬁﬁmmﬁaﬁ# NRC, oTTd FEIR,
RTI GoneraT "

» Term ends ~July 2029 — significant
policy cases expected

PIHIeT~SFolTs 2029 HHICT — HEeaqor
AT HIH o HATEIT

» Role crucial if India pursues UNSC
reform (legal frameworks)

UNSC FEIR & [T @1egeA! &Tel # fAHT

» Increasing Govt litigation makes SG role
ever more important

TGl FNPRT HPGHSTA SG I S[[AHPT FI
3ifeIF Heeqor ST &



B CONSTITUTIONAL & LEGAL FRAMEWORK / Fdenfaes T

Attorney-General of India

la: Constitutional post; advises Govt; right of audience in all

courts
HR o AG: HIUTTeIeh Uc; 3TT06 88 o cIgcl HHG H dloled T
AR

Dept. of Personnel & Training

ointment orders for law officers; Under PM's portfolio

hleTsT ITAHIRIT AT fAGTFT 3T ST FIATE; PM & fAsmar &

Solicitor-General of India

ory (not constitutional); 2nd law officer; represents Union
in SC & High Courts . o
SG: Hifaferes ge (Fatmfeeh w7€T); Goa HIC A she T FidiATeed

Appointments Committee of Cabinet

e Minister; approves senior Govt appointments

PM + 3¢ HAAT; ass T g ar Aoy T &




& EXAM READY: MCQ + Statement MCQ / 98T =Y

STATEMENT MCQ (UPSC Style):
1. The Solicitor-General of India is a constitutional post under Article 76. (FALSE K — AGis Art 76, not SG)
2. DoPT issues appointment orders for the Solicitor-General. (TRUE )
3. The Appointments Committee of Cabinet includes PM and Home Minister. (TRUE )

4. Tushar Mehta was reappointed for 3 years from July 1, 2026. (TRUE )

Correct: Statements 2, 3 and 4 only | H%PFB?R': Had HAT 2, 3 34

KEY PRELIMS FACTS:

e AG = Art 76 (Constitutional) | SG = Statutory (not in Constitution) | AG can address Parliament

e DoPT is under PM's portfolio | ACC = PM + Home Minister | SG: 2nd highest law officer

e 5 ASGs reappointed: Banerjee, Nataraj, Raju, Venkataraman, Aishwarya Bhati
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Ambuja Cements, LLK's Leilac

to partner for Kutch project

fulant Group-owned Ambugs Cemens an
Moty annaurnced it had signed an et
with UK s Leilae to collaborate an a low-carboan

cemment project in Girjarars susch dissrict
Amslruga Cements gaid the demonstration project
Lelac

wauld evaluae “the inte,

pran
carbon captisre and I:ybaldﬂeculchﬂhlg
ot

cement

prodisction ot greater nes of rencwabls
and the

process carban dicxcide™

If scoessl

the
company stated, the project weuld be scaled by

seven ta eight tm

e capture “more

than ane

million tonnes of carbon dexide anmeally ™

Kharola returns to Air India

as executive advisor
Pradeep Singh Kharcla, who served &s Air Dindia’s

Chalrman and Masgi

Director before the

Secretary i the RMinstry of Givil Aviativn and a

vant, will work closely with Air
Chandrasekar

an and the

ith e

months, his experience will be invvahssble in

‘ensuring a smooth leadership (ransstson Lo a new
said,

CEO. M. Wilson

Global economic
landscape remains
fragile: RBI Bulletin

‘Breakdown of Iran-US. peace deal may

ite material risks: Indian

econoimy entered this urbulence with much better fundamentals™

MALMEAS

he uncertainties

concerni the
U.S.ran

sgresmant could hve W
on the outbook

imerrsationsal

Bullerin  which was re-

= .
“The ghobal economic
landscape remains fragle
despite  some  respite
palned dhrough the inserim
OS-fran  peace
they said in me
Seate of Econoemy «hap
Ay breakdown of me
agresment may  reigni
Prcsterial sisks o terme of

disrupeed cr energy
infrastruetire, debayed in-
food.

“India  maintained &
consistently high growth,
anchored inflation expec:
tations,  sustained  fiscal

onal crude prices have partislly
PRy

creases in all the three ca-
tegortes — food and bewer-
ages, fuel and core
componens

“EEse in inflarion of food
and beverages was across

e mﬁm et Tew
adds s
sneﬂgdn vesvia simlar
other events in the past”
they

S iveras o
An sdverse soutlowest
ir

veriny comeerns. adverse
Bnancial sability. outlook
and  swucirally  lower
Erawih ¢ warmed

Accirding to them, the
Isdian econoay enter
this turbulence with much
berter fundamentals rela-
tive o many otler coun-
tries 1o sustain the

may weigh on the v

e growih-infation  out-
look, they stated.

4 an come of the
West Asia conflict the CPI
headline infstien inch
up sequentially
Yo¥ in May 2026 froam 3.
in the preceding manth
driven by broad-based in-

. har-
ring pulses. CPL fued infla-
tion also incre -
cantly over the previous
maonth on account of rise
in retail prices of petrod,
diesel and CNG, the ol
clals s
I:I imternaticomsal
prices have partially been
retail consum-

ers thro ] rewi-
sions in prices of pecrol
and d i aisches.

creases of around I7.5 per
Iitre and T7.6 per litre, res-
pectively.

U.S. waives sanctions on Iranian oil, ships

Kalvanaraman
HENNAL

with the peace process
novines abead after an in-

watuar (hat wakes all Sarse.
s For a period of 60
gust 21 re-

Ausers. Thse watver iscl

Trve waber < pwers Brancial TAnNSactians on ship operstions., FILE

transsetions muvalving ves-
sels that were earbier sanc-
atoned, as per as Treasury
Department potificarion

Following the announ-
cement,  Brent  price
plunged 2% wo 3% and was
tracing ar $77. The

covers  financial
lra.lnsa.c:lnus related w ship

el produce o the TLE
rcd allows payments to be
e If they are in .S, Gok
Lar-denominated furds.
ashant Vashisht, Se
nicr wice President. and
Co-Group Head Corparate
Sectar Ratings, ICRA Lid.,

commented on why this
could lead to a spurt in
trase in lraulan wrude -
cluding

Ilal\hl) audg— was his-
torically available with a
credit period of 60-90 davs
as against 30 days of ather

Net FDI jumped to $6.6 bn in
April, highest in nearly 5 years

WEW DELI

Net FDI rose 1o $5.6 billion
ins April 2026, s ighest b
wel in nearly five years, dri-

I other wards, fse d.an
released

respanding fgure in March
2026 was $917 million.
April's net FDI figure was
the highest sinee May 2021

The surge in gross in-

flows even overshadowed
the Esct et surward FDI
by Idian companies alo
rose to a s high in
April 2026,

Nevertheless, the data
for April marks a sigaifi-
cant tumarcund from just
a few manths ago, since
net FOI had been negative

e months
g to February 2026,

Grass FDI in April 2026,
oF the toral amount of di-
rect iyvestment thar es

MNet positive
A

ansme

Jan ner
oy
scarce

the counesry thas
Eonth, surged 1o $15.3 bal-
lfon — the highes since at
Least M 203, the ear-
lBest u:lmllh for which daa
is easily availabie
his w was  G5%
hlg'h.er than in April lass
year, and 1317 higher than
in
To further pur this 6-

fpure inso cantext, the pross
FDI inflows in the single

Anancial

“Source  wise, more
than 75% of the FDI fows
came from Japan, Singa-

pore and Mauritus” the
RBI said in #s momthly bub
letin regrore.

Slowwer outflow

Gross outflows rese, Loo,

bur at 3 siguicantly slower
in apr

April
the lighest level since ar
least March

s, and
lands,” the

Alan Greenspan, U.S. Fed
‘maestro, passes away at 100

Reutars

idan Greenspan, hailed us
the grea Federal Re-
Serve chairman when b
retired in 2006 but derid-

2 years later, died an Mon-
iy aged 100, his wife said.

Greenspan, who exert-
ed & powerful influence on
the U.S.econcmy during
his temure at the helm of
the red from Angust 1957
January died at
s e o « complica-
tions of Parl Diis-
ease, Andrea Mirchell said
ina

ity 1o Iadia would bene-
fit Tndian pefiness.~

was a glam of a
man who helped shape the

Alan Greenspan

U.S. eoonomy for decudes

[artner was the joy of my
b

Mr c.mzuspan i

the  second-lor oo

e expanslon I s,

et
o Marcls 2001

cly 19an
His decision to ket econo
my run — despite

to ralse interest rares

against s infstion threat

that mever materialised —

helped foster years of U.S.
and

Koo haa. haitciell

“He will be remem-
bered for his brillance and
his kirsdness. Being his e
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Cred founder
Kunal Shah named
WhatsApp chief

.Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

WhatsApp will be headed
by Cred founder Kunal
Shah, starting as early as
this week, the messaging
platform announced,
marking elevation of the
serial fintech entrepreneur
to the leadership of the
world’s largest messaging
platform.

WhatsApp parent Meta,
which also owns Instagram
and Facebook, will invest
$900 million (about ¥8,550
crore) in Cred as a part of
this hire, enabling Cred to
move forward with ESOP
buybacks. As Cred’s CEO, a
post to be held on an inte-
rim basis by senior execu-
tive Miten Sampat, Mr.
Shah oversaw the service’s
growth to a user base that
covered over a third of In-
dia’s credit card bill pay-
ments, targeting the most
affluent Indians. “Meta’s
$900M minority invest-
ment is a booster in our
plans to build an enduring
institution with an even-
tual public listing,” Mr.
Sampat said on X.

“Meta will be a passive
financial investor with no-
access to customer data.”
While WhatsApp has more
than three billion users glo-
bally, a plurality in India,
the firm is yet to seriously
monetise access. That's

Kunal Shah

where Mr. Shah comes in.
In a statement, he indicat-
ed his role would be to
move the platform to that
stage.“While [the app has]
come very far, the delta
between WhatsApp today
and its full potential is mas-
sive,” he said. Will Cath-
cart, who led WhatsApp
for seven years and taken
vocal positions on app’s
commitment to end-to-end
encryption and held spy-
ware makers who target
the application accounta-
ble, will stay at Meta in oth-
er roles, Meta CEQO Mark
Zuckerberg said.

Before founding Cred,
Mr. Shah founded startups
such as PaisaBack, focused
on cashbacks in 2009 and
FreeCharge, a mobile wal-
let acquired by Snapdeal in
2015. He was an angel in-
vestor on the back of the
ballooning valuations of
his past ventures and had
taken stakes in firms across
the fintech ecosystem.




EE WHY IN NEWS / T & 41

. Kunal Shah (Cred founder) named as head of WhatsApp — world's largest messaging platform (3B+ users)
Cred HELTYS FUICT AUTg WhatsApp & GHE §o1 — [0 T HFH T5T HAIIIT Cole i (3 IR

@ Meta will invest $900 million (~X8,550 crore) in Cred as part of this deal
Meta 3& Hla & Tgd Cred H $900 A7 (~38,550 #135) fAaor #

First Indian entrepreneur to lead a global social media/tech platform at Meta

N Vieta 37 e aierer ey colewiv #T Agea #a are) T e AR 3T

Will Cathcart (led WhatsApp 7 years) stays at Meta in other roles; Miten Sampat is interim Cred CEO
Will Cathcart (7 &TeT WhatsApp JHE) 33 A1 H Meta #H I63); Miten Sampat TR Cred CEO

g} WhatsApp has 3B+ global users; India = single largest market; yet to fully monetize in India
WhatsApp @ 3 3Rsh dfeda 3911 dl; IR = T T5T 7 SR H HH 0T 3731 §1hr



KUNAL SHAH PROFILE + KEY NUMBERS / G IC] QTIE'@ﬂ"FIET'I'

S900M

Meta investment in Cred
Meta T Cred H fader

X8,550Cr

Indian rupee equivalent

AR 9T H

[E] KUNAL SHAH'S JOURNEY / F0TTel QITg T JTT:

Founded PaisaBack — cashback
startup

JgTe e Y TATTT — HASH
TeTe3g

Founded FreeCharge — mobile

wallet; acquired by Snapdeal
FreeCharge — H’ITSI'IEFTEI'I?E

Snapdeal a1 37T3rgoT fohar

3B+

WhatsApp global users

WhatsApp 3f%aer 3uatererar

Founded Cred — credit card
rewards platform; 1/3rd India's

CC bill payments
Cred ST TATTAT — hisT HI8

Rars: YR & 1/3 CC rer
7T

S

7 Yrs

Will Cathcart led WhatsApp
Will Cathcart & WhatsApp dATAT

Named WhatsApp Chief by
Meta + Meta invests SO900M in
Cred

Meta ¢dRT WhatsApp ‘;D:I'@
ﬁ'{lﬁ?—f + Meta T Cred 33|'
$900M faraer ferar




= MULTI-SUBJECT CONNECTIONS /

-

(MR s&T

WhatsApp: end to-end encryption (E2EE); Meta owns Facebook, Instagram,

WhatsApp
E2EE; Meta = Facebook + Instagram + WhatsApp <l EaTHT

-

@ R -
AT gaeT

US-India tech ties; Indian diaspora leadership in global tech (Sundar Pichai,

Satya Nadella) o )
US-8TRl cToheitenl Hefer, 3fReeh cTeheiieh H HIRAY iccd

Economy-2
HYSTTTAT-2
Cred: B2C fintech; Credit card payment aggregator; 'affluent Indian' market

Cred: B2C fthetcar; shige &S Ude TR 'GUest AR ST

-ﬁwm

( @ Economy

FegaEdr

$900M FDI into Cred; ESOP buybacks; India's fintech ecosystem growth
$900M FDI; ESOP STIh; STl ohT Teheterdh qIRTETI o

@ Polity
qolcdd & T
Data protection: DPDP Act 2023; WhatsApp India privacy disputes; IT Act

2000
ST HLETOT: DPDP ATATATH 2023; WhatsApp IT==rdr faare; IT 3ifafa=e

B static GK

Tifas+ Gk

Meta HQ: Menlo Park, CA, USA | CEO: Mark Zuckerberg | Founded: 2004 (as

Facebook)
Meta HQ; HsToll UTeh, CA, USA | CEO: Mark Zuckerberg | T2TI=T: 2004
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» WhatsApp founded 2009 by Jan Koum &

Brian Acton )
WhatsApp 2009 HJan Koum 37K Brian Acton
GaRT E1fAT

» Meta (Facebook) acquired WhatsApp for

$198B in 2014 ’
Meta 2014 HS19 3RS H WhatsApp &RIET

» India's fintech boom: UPI (2016)
transformed payments

AR T fafca FH: UPI (2016) o STl
gaell

» Cred launched 2018; FreeCharge (2015)

early Indian finEech
Cred 2018 H Tl FreeCharge (2015) —
GRHF HARAT fheicw

@ PRESENT

FaHATT

» Kunal Shah named WhatsApp Chief

(2026)
FUTTeT 9Tg WhatsApp & 5 7T (2026)

» Meta invests S900M in Cred; ESOP

buybacks enabled

Meta & Cred HS900 fAHIc1ZT [7a9[ ESOP
TS TETH

» Will Cathcart stays at Meta in other
roles

Will Cathcart 3= 5:7\7533?7'37’7“ HMeta H e/l

» Miten Sampat serves as interim Cred

CEO
Miten Sampat HHTRH Cred CEO

& FUTURE
sy

» WhatsApp monetization in India —

payments, business messaging
HIRTH Wha;sApp Jj GO — 5'70 IIcdl,
ST dF daer

» Cred moving toward public listing (IPO
ambitions)

Cred GId ST [IEETT (IPO) FI 3N AT

» India as global fintech hub — UPI +

WhatsApp synergy
HRT 3foge fheiceh g — UPI + WhatsApp
FTAHT

» DPDP Act 2023 compliance: WhatsApp

data governance test
DPDP Ffefag#72023: WhatsApp 52T ToITHaT
Fg5or



IN INDIA ANGLE: Fintech + Digital Economy / TR T g ScahIvT

4 Digital India

WhatsApp India is the world's single largest user base — strategic importance

WhatsApp HRA — TaF o GH 5T Uehel IUANThdT TR — 0TI Tcleh HAged

B3 UPI + WhatsApp

WhatsApp Pay (NPCl-backed) competes with PhonePe, GPay — Kunal Shah can scale this
WhatsApp Pay (NPCl GHTIA) PhonePe, GPay ﬁm‘iﬁ W%ﬂ%’é@&'cﬂmg

{al DPDP Act 2023

Digital Personal Data Protection Act: WhatsApp must comply with data localisation

BToce cafFasra ser TxeToT JITATFITH: WhatsApp T ST TATATIHIOT ST YTeleT Tl g1

@ Indian Tech
Diaspora

Sundar Pichai (Google), Satya Nadella (Microsoft), now Kunal Shah (WhatsApp) — Indian leaders
He TS (Google), AT #SET (Microsoft), 376 FHUTTST AITE (WhatsApp) — SR a¥cll

& FDI Angle

S$900M Meta investment in Cred = significant FDI; ESOP buybacks support Indian startup ecosystem

$900M Meta fIder = HEcaqUT FDI; ESOP STdeh HR A Fere3rq iR fEufaeht o




& EXAM READY: MCQ + Statement MCQ / T1&TT =

STATEMENT MCQ (UPSC Style):

1. Kunal Shah is the founder of Cred and previously founded FreeCharge. (TRUE )
2. Meta invested $900 million in Cred as part of Kunal Shah's appointment as WhatsApp chief. (TRUE )
3. WhatsApp was acquired by Meta (then Facebook) in 2014 for $19 billion. (TRUE )

4. Will Cathcart has left Meta after Kunal Shah's appointment as WhatsApp head. (FALSE X — cathcart stays at Meta)

Correct: Statements 1, 2 and 3 only | '\‘I€T3?R': FadT HYT 1, 2 33

KEY PRELIMS FACTS:

e Meta CEO: Mark Zuckerberg | HQ: Menlo Park, California | Founded: 2004 (Facebook)

e UPIlaunched: 2016 by NPCI | DPDP Act 2023 governs digital data in India

e FreeCharge (2011) - acquired by Snapdeal (2015) | PaisaBack (2009) — both Kunal Shah ventures
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Kunal Shah (Cred founder) named WhatsApp chief starting week

of June 2026
Cred HFITGF FUITST ATg 7 2026 HWhatsApp THE

Meta invests $900 million (~X8,550 crore) in Cred as part of deal
Meta & Cred H$900 [RfIZ7 (~%8,550 @13 fAaer f&ar

WhatsApp: 3B+ global users; India = single largest market
WhatsApp: 3 3R+ 31edeh 3GZNTTd IR = TGH J5T TR

Will Cathcart (7-year WhatsApp head) stays at Meta in other roles
Will Cathcart (7 &TeT WhatsApp 55&) 34 SRS H Meta #H

Miten Sampat = interim CEO of Cred (Kunal Shah's old role)
Miten Sampat = Cred & HATRH CEO

Kunal Shah: PaisaBack (2009) - FreeCharge (acquired Snapdeal

2015) - Cred (2018)
W J/l6: PaisaBack - FreeCharge - Cred

Meta (Facebook Inc.) acquired WhatsApp in 2014 for $19 billion
Meta #2014 H$19 3RS H WhatsApp &RIaT

India: DPDP Act 2023 governs data; WhatsApp must comply
HRT: DPDP HEAIH 2023; WhatsApp &I GTcTT FAT 19T

Indian tech leaders: Sundar Pichai (Google), Satya Nadella
(Microsoft), Kunal Shah (WhatsApp)

HRAT FhAlHl AT: [Aes, 756, FOTET ITg

WhatsApp Pay (NPCl) competes with PhonePe and Google Pay in

India
WhatsApp Pay (NPCI) AR H PhonePe 3N Google Pay & qfaeqer



Word of the day

Cavalcade:

meaning a procession of people traveling on
horseback

Synonyms: parade, march

Usa g€ The royal cavalcade moved slowly down
the avenue, waving to the cheering crowds.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/cavalcade

nternational Phonetic
Al P habet: / keev.al'kerd/
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