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War is delightful to those
who have had no experience
of it.
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Israel hits Iran nuclear site, gears up for long war

Tran launches missiles, drones as Iscaell military
told 1o be prepared for a ‘prolonged campaign’
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DGCA orders action against
3 Al officials over ‘systemic
failures’ in managing pilots
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Israel hits Iran nuclear site, gears up for long war

Iran launches missiles, drones as Israeli military
told to be prepared for a ‘prolonged campaign’

Associated Press
TEL AVIV

have struck an Iranian

nuclear research facil-
ity in Isfahan and killed
three senior Iranian com-
manders in Qom, the Israe-
li military said on Saturday,
while emphasising it was
preparing for the possibili-
ty of a lengthy war.

Smoke rose from an
area near a mountain in Is-
fahan, where Isfahan pro-
vince's deputy governor
for security affairs, Akbar
Salehi, confirmed that the
Israeli strikes damaged the
facility but caused no
casualties.

The target was two cen-
trifuge production sites,

l srael’s targeted attacks

according to an Israeli mili-
tary official speaking on
condition of anonymity. It
was the second attack on
Isfahan, which was hit in
the first 24 hours of the
war as part of Israel’s goal
to destroy Iran’s nuclear
programme.

The International Atom-
ic Energy Agency (IAEA)
confirmed the latest at-
tack. “We know this facility
well. There was no nuclear
material at this site and
therefore the attack on it
will have no radiological
consequences,” IAEA chief
Rafael Grossi was quoted
as saying.

Iran launched a new
wave of drones and mis-
siles at Israel, but there
were no immediate reports

IAEA confirms latest attack on two centrifuge
production sites in Isfahan research facility

War wounds: An injured man being treated in a hospital in Tehran,
Iran, on Saturday amid the ongoing conflict with Israel. REUTERS

of significant damage. The
Magen David Adom rescue
service said a drone hit a
two-story building in
northern Israel, with no
casualties. The Israeli offi-
cial called it a “small bar-

rage” that was largely inter-
cepted by Israel’s defences.
The official estimated that
Israel’s military has taken
out more than 50% of
Iran’s launchers.

Israeli military’s chief

spokesperson later said
that the Chief of Staff Lt.
Gen. Eyal Zamir has told
the Army to be prepared
for a “prolonged
campaign”.

Fordow out of reach

Barring a commando raid
or even a nuclear strike,
Iran’s underground For-
dow uranium enrichment
facility is considered out of
reach to all but American
“bunker-buster” bombs.
U.S. President Donald
Trump is weighing active
U.S. military involvement
in the war. On Saturday,
Iranian Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi said “I
think that it [U.S. involve-
ment] would be very, very
dangerous for everyone.”

He spoke on the sidelines
of an Organization of Is-
lamic Cooperation meeting
in Turkiye.

The war between the re-
gional foes erupted on
June 13, with Israeli air-
strikes targeting Iran's nu-
clear and military sites, top
Generals and nuclear
scientists. At least 722 peo-
ple, including 285 civilians,
have been killed in Iran,
and more than 2,500
wounded, according to a
Washington-based Iranian
human rights group.

Iran has retaliated by fir-
ing more than 450 missiles
and 1,000 drones at Israel,
according to Israeli army.
At least 24 people in Israel
have been killed and hun-
dreds wounded.

The international agency rules out ‘radiological
consequences’ as site has ‘no nuclear material’

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu has
said Israel’s military opera-
tion will continue “for as
long as it takes” to elimi-
nate what he called the ex-
istential threat of Iran’s nu-
clear programme and
ballistic missile arsenal.

Talks held in Geneva on
Friday had failed to pro-
duce a breakthrough.
Iran’s Foreign Minister said
he was open to further dia-
logue while emphasising
that Tehran had no interest
in negotiating with the U.S.
while Israel continues to
attack.

827 INDIANS EVACUATED

» PAGE 3

IRAN COMMANDERS KILLED
» PAGE 12




1. Current Developments

Israel launched targeted attacks on Iranian nuclear research facilities in Isfahan.

Israeli airstrikes killed three senior Iranian commanders in Qom.

The attacked sites were centrifuge production facilities near a mountain in Isfahan.

Iranian official Akbar Salehi confirmed facility damage but no casualties.

2. International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Reaction
» |AEA confirmed the site had no nuclear material.

» No radiological consequences are expected from the attack.

3. Iran's Retaliation
» Iran launched over 450 missiles and 1,000 drones at Israel.
» |srael reported:
* No significant damage from drone strikes.
» At least 24 deaths and hundreds injured.

» Israel's military claims to have destroyed over 50% of Iran's launchers.



5. Geopolitical Situation
 War erupted on June 13, with Israeli strikes targeting Iranian nuclear & military sites.
e Over 722 people killed in Iran, including 285 civilians; more than 2,500 wounded.
» Talks in Geneva failed to produce any breakthrough.

e |ran's Foreign Minister indicated willingness for dialogue, but no progress yet.

6. Strategic Sites
e Fordow Uranium Enrichment Facility:
» Deep underground, heavily fortified.
» Considered out of reach for conventional strikes.

e Only "bunker-buster" bombs (mainly American) can threaten it.



5. JCPOA (Iran Nuclear Deal)

e Signed: 2015, between Iran & P5+1 nations.
* |ran agreed to curb its nuclear program in exchange for sanctions relief.

 U.S. under Trump withdrew in 2018, escalating tensions.

6. Historical Conflicts
» Operation Opera (1981): Israel destroyed Iraqg's Osirak nuclear reactor.

e 2020: Assassination of Iranian nuclear scientist Mohsen Fakhrizadeh, widely attributed to Israel.



* Q. The Fordow Nuclear Facility is located in:
a) Iraqg
b) Israel
c) Iran
d) Saudi Arabia



DGCA orders action against
3 Al officials over ‘systemic
failures’ in managing pilots

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

The Directorate-General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
ordered Air India to re-
move three officials — in-
cluding a top executive in
the flight operations de-
partment — from their
roles and responsibilities,
cling “systemic fallures™
and “multiple violations™
related to the validity of pi-
lot licences and their rest
requirements, according to
mubtiple sources,

The DGCA directive is-
sued on Friday, a copy of
which has been reviewed
by The Hindu, states that
internal disciplinary pro-
ceedings must be initlated
against these officials with-
out delay. There was no of
ficial confirmation from
the DGCA, but the airline
said in a statement that it
has “ ed” such
an order. The aviation safe-
ty regulator also warned
that any future violation
discovered in an audit re-
lated to these issues could
result in penalties, suspen-
sion of licences, or with-
drawal of the airline's per-

Lapses in licenses

The specific lapses men-
tioned in the order pertain
to the licensing require-
ments of flight crew, their

experience a pilot must
have within a specific time-
frame in operating an air-
craft safely and legally, in-
cluding a specific number
of takeoffs and landings.
“Of particular concern

The order comes during heightened sensting of A India following
the crash of its flight A:-171 in Abenedabad last week. REUTERS

Process to identify several
victims of plane crash still on

Press Trust of India
AHMEDABAD

The authorities have
asked eight families to
submit the DNA sample of

Nine days after the another relative as the
Ahmedabad Air India previous ones failed to
plane crash in Ahmedabad  match with that of victims.
on June 12, the process to

several victims is FULL REPORT ON
still under way. » PAGE 5
is the absence of strict dis-  served ar Vistara on depu-
ciplinary measures against  tation. An 10CC is essen-

key officials directly res-

action is Air Inclia’s Divi-
stonal Vice-President of its
Integrated Operations Con-
trol Centre (10CC). Anoth-
er executive oversees the

dia said that after the
DGCA rebuke, the compa-
ny's Chief Operations Offic-
er Basil Kwank will provide
direct oversight to the
[0CC. Mr. Kwauk has
joined Alr India from Sin-
gapore Airlines on deputa-
tion and had previously
I 0N

tally the “nerve centre” of

pects of flights to ensure
safe, efficient, and legally

compliant 1S,
It falls the Opera-
tions department of an air-

line that oversees flights,
pilots, and cabin crew, in-
cluding their duty rosters,

Review reveals lapses

The order states that the
violations were discovered
during a review of the air-
line's transition 10 a new
software used for crew
scheduling, and were vo-



» Directorate-General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has ordered Air India to remove three senior officials

over:
» Systemic failures
« Multiple violations related to pilot license management and rest requirements.

« Action follows heightened scrutiny after the Air India plane crash (Flight Al-171) in Ahmedabad on
June 12, 2024.

2. Specific Lapses Highlighted
» |ssues related to:
» Licensing requirements of flight crew
» Rest hours of pilots

» Recency requirements: Pilots must complete a specific number of takeoffs and landings within a

timeframe.

» Lack of strict disciplinary measures against responsible officials flagged.
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Plane crash

: nine days on, process to

ascertain identity of victims continues
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India set to integrate rare-blood
donor registry with e-Rakt Kosh

The integration will allow those with rare blood groups to access a centralised system; the challenge is to ensure that the
country has a steady, motivated group of donors who stay connected to the blood banks, says the Director of ICMR-NIIH

CHANDRAPUR (MAHARASHTRA)

time and cost saving

move for people with
rare blood groups in India,
the Union Health Ministry
is looking at integrating the
national Rare Donor Regis-
try with the national online
platform for blood bank
management and blood
availability information, e-
Rakt Kosh.

The integration will al-
low those with rare blood
groups to access a central-
ised system developed un-
der the National Health
Mission (NHS), providing
details of blood banks,
blood availability, and
blood donation camps
across the country. Essen-
tially, it will help people
find blood and blood
banks, and assist blood
banks manage their stock
and donors.

“The Indian Council of
Medical Research-National
Institute of Immunohae-
matology  (ICMR-NITH),
along with four partnering
institutes, created a data-
base of 4,000 carefully
screened donors tested for
over 300 rare blood mark-

l n what would be a life,

This system is useful as the registry includes ultra-rare types such as

Bombay, P-Null and Rh-null, K. BHAGYA PRAXASH

ers. It helps doctors find
rare and specially matched
blood quickly. Rare Donor
Registry of India (RDRI)
platform has been deve-
loped to help patients
across India,” said Manisha
R. Madkaikar, Director,
ICMR -NIIH, and Centre for
Research, Management
and Control of Heamoglo-
binopathies (CRMCH).

More access
She said the integration
project would be taken up

soon and offer more access
and support to those with
rare blood groups.

“The challenge is to en-
sure that we have a steady,
motivated group of donors
who stay connected to the
blood banks,” she said.

Explaining how this re-
gistry for rare blood group
helps, Dr. Madkaikar said
that this system helped
find rare matches as the re-
gistry included ultra-rare
types such as the Bombay
blood group, P-Null, and

Rh-null blood group. It also
helps ensure safer transfu-
sions where matches are
available for patients mis-
sing multiple antigens
(common in thalassemia
and sickle cell) to prevent
complications,

“The group has also de-
veloped a special blood
screening kit tailored for
Indian patients and it uses
DNA test (multiplex PCR)
to quickly identify rare
blood types,” Dr. Madkai-
kar said.

She added that in the
past, this registry has
transformed nearly impos-
sible searches into life-sav-
ing solutions, and with its
integration and reach, In-
dia could work towards en-
suring that no life is lost
due to lack of blood.

Working the area of ef-
fectively managing haemo-
globinopathies, the ICMR-
NIIH has developed a
point-of-care test to detect
life-threatening blood re-
lated genetic disorders.

“The Health Technology
Assessments (HTA) led by
Department of Health Re-
search (DHR) and ICMR-
CRMCH and NITH helped
cut the cost of sickle cell
diagnostic kits from 350

to under 50 per test, sav-
ing the government nearly
21,857 crore,” said a note is-
sued by the ICMR-CRMCH.

“India has developed
testing for Haemophilia A
and Von Willebrand Dis-
ease and now World Feder-
ation for Hemophilia has
shown interest in procur-
ing these tests for deploy-
ment in countries where
the disease is prevalent.
For India this new rapid,
visual card testing device
has made testing possible
even at primary health
centers,” Dr. Madkaikar
said .

This upgraded testing is
cheaper than what is cur-

rently available.
India has about 1.4 lakh
haemophilia patients

which is the second high-
est globally after Brazil.
Haemophilia is a rare ge-
netic disorder where the
blood doesn’t clot properly
due to a deficiency in clot-
ting factors.

The technology for the
POC test for these condi-
tions was transferred to the
Bengaluru-based biotech-
nology firm Bhat Biotech
which commercialised it
under the brand name Bio-
Scan in August 2023.



1. Government Initiative
e The Union Health Ministry is integrating:
* National Rare Donor Registry (RDRD) with

» e-Rakt Kosh, India’s national online platform for blood bank management and blood availability.

2. Purpose
» To allow people with rare blood groups to access a centralized, quick, and cost-effective system.

* To ensure timely access to rare blood during emergencies.

3. Supporting Institutions
» Indian Council of Medical Research - National Institute of Imnmunohaematology (ICMR-NIIH).
» Collaboration with:
* Centre for Research, Management and Control of Haemoglobinopathies (CRMCH).
* Department of Health Research (DHR).

» A database of 4,000+ carefully screened rare blood donors has been created.



4. Types of Rare Blood Groups Covered
« Bombay Blood Group (hh phenotype)
e P-Null
« Rh-Null

e Other ultra-rare blood types.

Benefits of the Integration

» Faster identification and access to rare blood.
» Life-saving solutions for patients with:
* Thalassemia
» Sickle Cell Disease
» Screening kit tailored for Indian patients using multiplex PCR (DNA test).

» Supports the haemophilia patient community.



Technological Upgrades

» Development of rapid, low-cost visual testing devices for:
 Haemophilia A
* Von Willebrand Disease

* Cost reduced to under 50 per test, compared to global costs.

India's Haemophilia Scenario

* Approx. 1.4 lakh haemophilia patients.
» Second-highest global prevalence after Brazil.

 Haemophilia: Rare genetic disorder where blood doesn't clot properly.



* Q1. The e-Rakt Kosh portal is implemented under which ministry?

* a) Ministry of Science and Technology
b) Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
c) Ministry of Social Justice
d) Ministry of Rural Development
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ITS NOT YOU MR PRIME MINISTER,
LOOK, HE HAS INVITED THE
MOST POWERFUL LEADER—
THE ONE WHO MAKES
DECISIONS FOR

Pakistan nominates Trump
for 2026 Nobel Peace Prize

Press Trust of India
ISLAMABAD

The Pakistan government
on Saturday said it has de-
cided to formally recom-
mend U.S. President Do-
nald Trump for the 2026
Nobel Peace Prize for his
“decisive diplomatic inter-
vention” during the recent
India-Pakistan conflict.

The  announcement
came three days after Mr.
Trump hosted Pakistan Ar-
my chief Asim Munir at the
White House,

The  announcement
came in a post on X. “The
Government of Pakistan
has decided to formally re-
commend President Do-
nald J Trump for the 2026
Nobel Peace Prize, in re-
cognition of his decisive di-
plomatic intervention and
pivotal leadership during
the recent India-Pakistan
crisis,” the post said,

Tensions between India
and Pakistan escalated af-

ter the April 22 Pahalgam

The announcement
came three days
after Trump hosted

Pakistan Army chief
at the White House

terror attack, with India
carrying  out  precision
strikes on terror infrastruc-
ture in Pakistan and Pakis-
tan-occupied Kashmir on
May 7. The on-ground hos-
tilities from the Indian and
Pakistan sides that lasted
for four days ended with
an understanding of stop-
ping the military actions
following talks between
the directors general of
military operations of both
sides on May 10.

Pak. praises Trump

Mr. Trump has been per-
sistently claiming that he
stopped a war between In-
hi has been maintaining
that India's fierce counter-
attack forced Pakistan to

plead for ending the
hostilitie

S,
Pak:stan 's post on X said
s a moment of
helgbtened regional turbu-
lence”, President Trump
“demonstrated great stra-
tegic foresight and stellar
statesmanship through ro-
bust diplomatic engage-
ment”,
1t further stated that the
U.S. President “de-escalat-
ed a rapidly deteriorating

would have had catas-
trophic consequences for
millions of people in the
region and beyond™. “This
intervention stands as a
testament to his [Trump's]
role as a genuine peace-
maker and his commit-
ment to conflict resolution
through dialogue,” it read.

It also acknowledged
Mr. Trump’s “sincere off-
ers” to help resolve the is-
sue of Jammu and Kashmir.



Y Nobel Prize Nomination & Selection Process

Stage

1. Invitation for

Nominations

Who can nominate?

Self-nomination

2. Submission Deadline

Details

Nobel committees send invitations to qualified nominators worldwide.

Depends on the category, generally includes:
- Professors from relevant fields

- National politicians (for Peace Prize)

- Past Nobel laureates

- Directors of recognized research institutes

- Select international organizations (UN bodies, etc.)

X Not allowed

January 31 of the award year.



3. Review by Nobel

Committees

4. Expert Reports

5. Committee

Recommendation

6. Final Decision

7. Ahhouncement

8. Award Ceremony

Committees for each Prize (Peace, Physics, Chemistry, etc.) review nominations.

Independent experts may evaluate shortlisted candidates.

The committee submits recommendations to the awarding body.

- Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences: Physics, Chemistry, Economics
- Karolinska Institute: Medicine
- Norwegian Nobel Committee: Peace Prize

- Swedish Academy: Literature

October each year; Prize is announced publicly.

December 10 (death anniversary of Alfred Nobel) in Stockholm/Oslo.



All adults overweight in every
5th Indian household: Study

A WEIGHTY ISSUE

ICMR study reveals how overweight/obesity problem is affecting families in India

Pattern More
Prevalent In
South States,
Urban Areas

DurgeshNandan.Sha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: In nearly two out
of 10 households, all adults are
either overweight or obese, a
new study has found.
Overweight isdefinedasa
body weight higher than
what ls considered healthy
for a given height, commonly
assessed using Body Mass In-
dex(BMI). A person isconsid-
ered overweight if his or her
BMI is between 25 and 299
Kg/m2. On the other hand,
obesity is defined as a BMI
of 30.0kg/m2or greater,
Researchers from ICMR-
Natlonal Institute for Cancer
Prevention and Research (NI-
CPR), TERI School of Advanc-
ed Studies and Symbiosis Inte-
rnational analysed data from
the fifth round of Natlonal Fa-
mily Health Survey (NFHS-5,
2019-21) to assess the prevalen-
ce of overweight and obesity
in over 6 lakh households,
They found nearly 20% of the
households had alladult mem-
bers classified as overweight
while 10% of households had
alladults classified as obese.
In states such as Manipur,
Kerala, Arunachal Pradesh
and Sikkim, over 30% of
households had alladultsover-
weight, according to the study,
which was published in Publie
Health Journal In Tamil Na-

Key Findings

20% of Indian

households have all-
adult members classified
as

10% of
households
have all adults
classified as
obese

Urban households
show obesity rates
which are twice as high
(14-15%) as compared
to rural areas (7%)

Socioeconomic Pattermns
The study reveals a stark correlation between weaith and obesity:

One in four

17.3% of affluent households

households from have all members classified as obese
the richest wealth oGt the
quintile have adult Schaduiod Jine lowest
members all of whom  ODesity clustering at 4.2%, while
forward social groups show the
are overweight
highest at 12.2%

Most Affected States for
Overweight Households

Manipur, Kerala, Arunachal
Pradesh, and Sikkim

lead with over 30%

of households having all
adults overweight

Fol\mard clasaly &y

Faril Nadu

Puducherry tops the list
with 25.2% of households
having all adults obese

Show concerning obesity clustering
chandigarh (RN 23
Tamil Nadu [ 197
Punjab [ 191
Delhi [l 10

Two out of every five households
In Tamil Nadu and Punjab have
all adults classified as obese

du and Punjab, two out of five
households had all aduits clas-
sified as obese. The propor-
tion of houscholds with all
obese members was nearly
twice as high in urban areas
compared torural regions.
The study reveals that fam-
ilies are literally ‘gaining wei-
ght together’, When one fami-
ly member isoverweightor ob-
ese, others are significantly
more likely to be obese/over-
weight as well, said the lead re-

searcher from ICMR-NICPR
Prashant Kumar Singh. “This
clustering pattern underscor-
es the urgent need for famity.
centred approaches to obesity
prevention rather than indivi-
dual-focused interventions.”
Director ICMR-NICPR Sh-
alini Singh, said, “The house-
hold clustering of obesity and
overweight represents a para-
digm ghift in how we understa
nd obesity. This study tells us
thefamily unitistheepicentre

of this health challenge "
The study warned that in-

dividuals in these family obes-

ity clusters face heightened ri-
sk of developing multiple non-
communicable diseases. It is
already known that obesity
servesasamarker for poor car-
dio-metabolichealthand iskn-
own to be a gateway to numer-
ous chronic conditions like di-
abetes, hypertension, stroke,
and heart fallure It is also
linked to13typesof cancer.



1. Prevalence of Overweight and Obesity

» Nearly 20% of Indian households have all adult members classified as overweight.

 Around 10% of households have all adults classified as obese.

Definition:
» QOverweight: BMI 25 to 29.9 kg/m?.

e Obesity: BMI = 30 kg/m?2.




2. Regional and Socio-economic Patterns

Most Affected States (Households with all adults overweight)

State/UT % Households
Manipur, Kerala, Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim Over 30%
Tamil Nadu 24.4%
Chandigarh 23.6%

Punjab 23.5%

Uttarakhand 23.0%



3. Obesity Hotspots (Households with all adults obese)

Place % Households
Puducherry 25.2%
Chandigarh 21.3%
Tamil Nadu 19.7%
Punjab 19.1%

Delhi 19.0%



5. Socio-economic Factors
» One in four households from richest wealth quintile: all women overweight.
» 17.3% of affluent households: all members overweight.
« Scheduled Tribes: Lowest obesity rates at 4.2%.

» Forward Social Groups: Higher rates at 12.2%.

ICMR's Concern & Recommendations

« Family-level clustering of obesity indicates:
» Shared lifestyle habits.
» Increased risk of non-communicable diseases (NCDs) like:
» Diabetes
» Hypertension
» Stroke
» Heart failure

« Certain cancers B



1. ICMR
e Full Form: Indian Council of Medical Research.

» Apex body for biomedical research under Ministry of Health & Family Welfare.

2. BMI (Body Mass Index) Classification

Category BMI Range (kg/m?)

Underweight <18.5

Normal 18.5 -249

Overweight 25-299

Obese > 30




3. Obesity and NCDs

» |ndia faces dual burden: undernutrition & obesity.
» QObesity contributes to:

o Cardiovascular diseases

 Diabetes

13 types of cancers

 Premature mortality



» Itis administered by
injection once every 6 months
» Thespharma company, Gilead
Sciences, has announced a US price of
$28,218 per person per year

-

> HIV (human
immunodeficiency
virus) attacks
the body's
immune system
> Without treatment,
itcan lead to
AIDS (acquired
immunodeficiency
syndrome)
Prevention Mumbai cases
® Using condoms Transmission On Dec 1 2024, World AIDS Day, Mumbai
® Never sharing Only certain body District AIDS Control Society (MDACS)
needles, syringes, fluids can transmit HIV. said 3,383 new cases were detected in
or other drug These fluids include Mumbai between 2023 and 2024
injection blood
caspment | rectal flulds and O<75% am<31%
@ Using PrEP fluids M of them were were women
prophylaxis) acidence age group rate in Mumbai
ol |ld'hd timated TSI
(post-exposure > India had an estimate: = L
prophylaxis 2.5 million people .s(',t‘,l;: ;20";5?,
that is given living with HIV in 2023 Mumbal five
to healthcare » New HIV infections for with HIV
:”oﬂ‘e"‘: exposed | 1n4ia are estimated at eGovt-
0 the virus during 66.400 ided
surgery or caring around DO, annually provided
¢ antiretroviral
for HIV-positive » In Maharashtra, therapy (ART)
personsas well 20 904 cases were reported Is provided to
astovictimsof  hetween 2023 and 2024 40,658
sexual assault) o
What's new How does
» Two days back, the United States PrEP work
Food and Drug Administration
approved long-acting injectable If enough PrEP is present
snacapavir for HIV prevention in the body when a

person Is exposed to
HIV, it is highly effective
at preventing the virus
from taking hold and
establishing a lifelong
infection



* A new injectable HIV prevention drug, Lenacapavir, promises 99.9% protection against HIV.
» Recently approved by the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA).

¢ India will not have access soon due to:

e High costs (~224 lakh or $28,218 per person annually).

» Lack of formal rollout of Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) by NACO (National AIDS Control

Organisation).




* Q. Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) is a preventive medical approach
used for:
a) Cancer
b) Malaria
c) HIV/AIDS
d) Diabetes



INLINE WITH 5+3+3+4 SYSTEM UNDER NEP

From 2020, Class 1 entry age
to be raised to 6 in city schools

SOPHIYAMATHEW
NEW DELHI.JUNE 21

STARTING 2026, achild will need
tobe at least six years old tobe ad-
mitted toClass 1 ina Dethi school
—a change that could alter how
pre-primary education is struc-
tured across the Capital.

In a drcular issued on Friday,
the Directorate of Education
(DoE), Government of NCT Delhi,
announced that the minimum
age of admission toClass 1 willbe
raised to 6 from the academic year
2026-27.

Thisisin line with the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020,
whichintroduced the “5+3+344"
model for school education and
brought early childhood learning
into the formal schooling system.
This model divides schooling into
fmrms:hmdaﬁoml@ycm).
preparatory (3 years), middie (3
years), and secondary (4 years).

“A child may be admitted to
(lass 1 only upon completionof 6
years of age from academic ses-
sion 2026-27 onwards,” the dircu-
lar stated, adding that “detailed di-
rections  regarding  the
implementation... will be shared
withschools subsequently in due
course of time.”

Following the introduction of
the NEP 2020, the Union govern-
ment has been urging govern-
ments across states and urion ter-
ritories, including Delhi, to
implement the structure. Until
now, Delhi was among the several
states that allowed enroliment in
(lass 1 to children who were un-
der six. The move is expected to
bring long-term benefits, but may

Whyalate
startis
® good

UNTILNOW, Dethi schools
allowed enrollment inClass
1 tochildren under the age
of six. The fresh move is
likely to bringa positive im-
pact. Studies, such as those
by Cambnidge University,
have found no long-term
academic advantage in
starting formal literacy in-
struction at age 5, Children
who start later often show
better comprehension and
more positive attitudes to-
wards leaming.

EXPLAINED

cause some disruptionin the short
termas schools, parents, and early
education providers adjust to the
new structure.

What changes?

Dethi schools had so far been
admitting students aged 3 and
above in Nursery, 4 and above in
KG,and 5and above inClass 1.

With the latest change, par-
ents will now have to plan for an
additional year of preschool.

The foundational stage will
now include three years of early
education: Nursery (Bal Vatika 1)
at age 3+ Lower KG (Bal Vatika 2)
at4+ and Upper KG(Bal Vatika 3)
at 5+, as per the circular.

Only after completing this
stage cana child progress to Class
L. Sudha Acharya, Principal, ITL
Public School, Dwarka, called the
shift “a much-needed alignment

with developmental needs”.

She said, “It gives children
more time to grow emotionally,
socially, and cognitively before
they are pushed into formal aca-
demics.” But Acharya also flagged
the need for planning and detailed
guidelines by the Delhi Education
Department. “Parents need clar-
ity. Schools, especially private
ones, will need to prepare for an
expanded pre-primary section—
more classrooms, more trained
teachers, Otherwise, the imple-
mentation could become chaotic.”

At present, many parents in
the Capital send their children to
private preschoots or Anganwadis
before enrolling them in schools.
With the restructuring of the
foundational stage, schools may
see higher enrolments, espedially
among families that prefer a
school-based structure from the
start, as per educators.

“Thismove could lead tomore
parents enrolling children directly
into schools for early learning,
rather than Anganwadis, which
are seen as less structured,”
Acharya noted. If a child is cur-
rently under the age of 3, parents
will need to plan preschool
choices more carefully, as skipping
this stage will noJonger be an op-
tion for enrollment inClass 1.

To make the implementation
process more “inclusive”, the DoE
has invited suggestions from all
stakeholders, said officals.

The change also brings Delhi
in line with the Right to Education
(RTE)Act 2009, which guarantees
free and compulsory education
from age 6 to 14, as students will
be enrolled in Class 1 only after 6
years of age, unlike before.




 From academic year 2026-27, children must be at least 6 years old to be admitted to Class 1 in Delhi

schools.

» The change aligns with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 and its 5+3+3+4 structure for

school education.

2.NEP 2020: Structural Framework

Stage Duration Age Group @)
Foundational 5 years 3-8 years

Preparatory 3 years 8-11 years

Middle 3 years 11-14 years

Secondary 4 years 14-18 years



* The foundational stage includes:
* Nursery/Bal Vatika 1: Age 3+
 Lower KG/Bal Vatika 2: Age 4+
 Upper KG/Bal Vatika 3: Age 5+

* Class 1 admission follows completion of the foundational stage at age 6+.

3. Why a Late Start is Good

e Research (e.g., Cambridge University studies) shows:
* No long-term academic advantage in starting formal learning at age 5.
e Children starting at 6 show better comprehension and learning attitudes.

» Allows time for emotional, social, and cognitive development.



* Q. As per NEP 2020, the minimum age for admission to Class 1 is:
a) 3 years
b) 4 years
c) 5 years
d) 6 years



JCB Prize for Literature, which
put several Indian writers on
international map, discontinued

TRISHAMUKHERJEE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 21

THE ANNUAL JCB Prize for
Literature, the most expensive
literary award — ¥25 lakh for the
writer, 310 lakh for translator —
in the country, has been stopped
without any formal announce-
ment.

The discontinuation of the
award, which was last given to
writer Upamanyu Chatterjee for
Lorenzo Searches for the Meaning
of Life in 2024, was confirmed by
Mita Kapur, literary director, |CB
Prize, on June 21, even as she re-
fused to elaborate on the events
that led to the decision. “The
prize has been shut down. I am
not going to deny something that
isevident But for everything else,
‘nocomment’,” she said.

The decision was taken
meonths after the cancellation of
the JCB Literature Foundation’s
licence “issued to it under
Section 8(5) of the Companies
Act, 2013", According to a notice
dated March 12 on the JCB Prize
website, the foundation had
sent an application to the
Registrar of Companies, Delhi &
Haryana, for revocation of the
licence, “The company will be
required to add the words
‘Private Limited’ to its name in
place of ‘Foundation’,” the no-
tice said. The literary award was
given by the ‘Foundation’,
which was established with the
purpose of promoting “the art

of literature in India”,
Established in 2018, the |CB
Prize for Literature was a pioneer
incelebrating Indian fiction, par-
ticularly translations. Of the
seven editions, the award went
to works of translations five
times — Jasmine Days by
Benyamin in 2018, translated
from Malayalam by Shahnaz
Habib; Moustache by S Hareesh
in 2020, translated from
Malayalam by Jayasree Kalathil;
Delhi; A Soliloquy by M
Mukundan in 2021, translated
from Malayalam by Fathima EV
and Nandakumar K; The Paradise
of Food in 2022 by Khalid Jawed,
translated from Urdu by Baran
Farooqi, and Fire Bird by Perumal
Murugan in 2023, translated
from Tamil by Janani Kannan.
The 2019 award went to
Madhuri Vijay for The Far Field.
Murugan, who waited halfa
decade before winning the prize
— he was on the JCB shortlist in
2018 for Pponachi and in 2019 for
A Lonely Harvest and Trial by
Silence — said he was saddened
by the news. "It is sad for Indian
literature, especially in Indian
languages. The JCB Prize cele-
brated Indian languages and
awarded works of translations.
It was a huge award... They
clearly considered Indian lan-
guages important. Malayalam
works have won twice and Tamil
and Urdu once,” said the writer.
Mukundan said he was hop-
ing that it be a hoax. “Thanks to
the JCB Prize for Literature, re-

gional writers were able to tran-
scend the borders of languages,”
he said. “Earlier, we were only re-
gional writers. The award made
us Indian writers... Before it,
those writing in regional lan-
guages were sidelined. Only
those writing in English were
considered Indian. Salman
Rushdie’s anthology of Indian
writing (‘Mirrorwork: 50 Years
of Indian Writing, 1947-1997";
published in 1997) did not have
a single regional name,” said
Mukundan.

Jawed, the 2022 winner of
the prize and a professor of Urdu
at Delhi's Jamia Millia Islamia,
has urged for a review of the dis-
continuation decision..

“It's been one of the high-
lights of the year ever since it was
set up and having a book on the
list was something we cele-
brated. Both Rana ( Dasgupta,
founding literary director of the
prize)and Mita brought so much
thought and planning to it year
after year, assembling excellent
Juries and driving publicity for
the books," said Karthika V K of
Westland that published
Mukundan’s 2021 winning en-
try under the imprint Eka.

“The award inspired better
writing in regional languages
and we had something to look
forward to every year. Now we
will be back to being regional
writers,” rued Mukundan,

| F. No - A-15003/



« The JCB Prize for Literature, India's most expensive literary award, has been discontinued.
» Last awarded in 2024 to Upamanyu Chatterjee for Lorenzo Searches for the Meaning of Life.
* Prize Money:

» 225 lakh for the writer.

+ 210 lakh for the translator.

2. Reasons for Discontinuation

» No formal explanation provided by JCB Prize literary director Mita Kapur.

» Follows cancellation of the JCB Literature Foundation's licence under Section 8(5) of the
Companies Act, 2013.

» Foundation was required to add the words "Private Limited" to its name, marking a shift in its legal

status.



3. About the JCB Prize for Literature

» Established: 2018.
» Aimed to promote Indian fiction, especially translations.
» Elevated regional language writers onto global platforms.

» Encouraged literary diversity beyond English writing.

4. Notable Past Winners

Year Work & Author

2018 Jasmine Days by Benyamin (translated by Shahnaz
Habib)

2019 The Far Field by Madhuri Vijay

Language

Malayalam

English



2021

2022

2023

2024

Delhi: A Soliloquy by M. Mukundan (translated by
Fathima EV & Nandakumar K)

The Paradise of Food by Khalid Jawed (translated by

Baran Farooqi)

Fire Bird by Perumal Murugan (translated by Janani

Kannan)

Lorenzo Searches for the Meaning of Life by

Upamanyu Chatterjee

Malayalam

Urdu

Tamil

English



* Q. The JCB Prize for Literature primarily focused on promoting:
a) Indian Science Fiction
b) Indian Non-Fiction Writing
c) Indian Fiction, especially translations
d) English-language poetry in India



What drives students to coaching
centres? Govt panel to investigate

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 21

THE MINISTRY of Education has
constituted a committee that will
discuss issues related to coaching
and suggest measures to reduce
students’ “dependency” on coach-
ing centres. The panel will exam-
ine the “effectiveness and fairness
of competitive entrance examina-
tions” and their influence on the
growth of the coaching industry.

The nine-member committee
headed by Vineet Joshi, Secretary,
Department of Higher Education,
will examine gaps in the school-
ing system “that contribute to stu-
dents’ reliance on coaching cen-
tres, particularly the limited focus
on critical thinking, logical reason-
ing, analytical skills, and innova-

tion, and the prevalence of rote
learning practices,” according to
anorderissued by the ministry on
June 17,

It will also look into the rea-
sons behind the emergence of
‘dummy schools’, and suggest
ways to mitigate them, along with
assessing awareness levelsamong
parentsand students ondifferent
career pathways.

The committee will include
the chairman of the Central Board
of Secondary Education (CBSE),
representatives of [IT Madras, IIT
Kanpur, NIT Trichy and National
Council of Educational Research
and Training, and a principal each
from a Kendriya Vidyalaya, a
Navodaya Vidyalaya, and a private
school.

The committee is expected to
brief the education minister onits

progress every month. Itisalso ex-
pected tolook into the demand for
quality highereducation, the lim-
ited availability of seatsin premier
institutions, and “how this imbal-
ance drives students towards
coaching institutes”. It will review
the advertising practices of coach-
ing centres, including the promo-
tion of selective success stories
and misleading claims.

Last year, the Centre had is-
sued guidelines to states onregu-
lating coaching centres in India.
The guidelines recommended
that students younger than 16
years should not be enrolled in
coaching centres,and that centres
should not make misleading
promises or guarantee ranks to
students and parents. It had also
suggested the registration of
coaching centres.



* Ministry of Education has constituted a 9-member committee to investigate:
* Growing reliance on coaching centres.
* Gaps in the schooling system contributing to this trend.

» Effectiveness and fairness of competitive entrance exams.

2. Committee Composition

» Headed by Vineet Joshi, Secretary, Department of Higher Education.
* Includes:
* Chairman of CBSE.
» Representatives from:
» |IT Madras, IIT Kanpur, NIT Trichy.
* NCERT (National Council of Educational Research and Training).

» A Kendriya Vidyalaya, a Navodaya Vidyalaya, and a private school principal.



3. Key Focus Areas

e Gaps in schooling:
e Limited emphasis on critical thinking, logical reasoning, analytical skills, innovation.
e Prevalence of rote learning practices.

* Reasons behind:
* The rise of dummy schools.
 Growing demand for quality higher education.
e Seat scarcity in premier institutions.

* Review of:
» Coaching industry advertisements, misleading claims, selective success stories.

 Awareness levels among parents and students regarding career pathways.



* Q. As per the recent Centre guidelines, students below which age
should not be enrolled in coaching centres?
a) 14 years
b) 15 years
c) 16 years
d) 18 years



B-2s FLEW EAST UNDETECTED FOR 18 HRS, REFUEI.I.EU MID-AIR HOW IT UNFOLDED

(in US Eastern Time, 9 hours
and 30 minutes behind IST)

12:01 AM - B-2s depart
Whiteman Air Force Base

Whiteman Air .
Force Base

US.BRACES  °
FORRESPONSE... ©

°
US militaryfacilities
within Iran’sreach °
\ o
® US bases or STRAIT OF HORMUZ
sites with recent

military presence

More than 40,000
US troops are on bases
and warships across the
region. Iran would not
need much preparation
to attack US air and naval
bases in the region.
Anticipating such an attack,
US forces in recent days have
been fortifying air defences.

Source: The New York Times and CSIS Missile Defense Project

SHORT RANGE
Up to 435 miles

DJIBOUTI

T
MEDIUM RANGE
Upto 1,240 miles

5:00 PM - Maritime
launch, B-2s join
support package
6:00 PM - Bombers
enter Iran

6:40-7:00 PM - Nuclear

. targets struck

7:30 PM - Bombers exit

——

..ASIRAN
WEIGHS ACTION

M Iran has threatened to
strike at US bases and
blow up naval minesin
the Persian Gulf.

B A more realistic threat
isto close the Strait of
Hormuz via which 20% of
the global oil and gas
demand flows. But such a
move will also affect Iran.

B With Hezbollah of
Lebanon and Hamas of
Gaza significantly
weakened, Iran’s last key
allies are the Houthis. The
Yemen-based group hasa
ceasefire deal with the US
but has threatened to hit
USshipsin the Red Sea.
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War plans: U.S. President Donald Trump and Cabinet
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image shows
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facility after
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CROSS-SECTION OF THE
MOUNTAIN RANGE THAT
ENCASES FORDOW

The peak of the mountain is 3,150 feet
above sea level

-300

The facility’s depth is around
260 feet or more. One bomb
cannot destroy the Fordow
facility by itself

Sources: Congressional Research Service

(bomb capabilities); Center for Strategic and
international Studies, Institute for Science and
International Security (minimum depth of facility )/
The New York Times

FORDOW NUCLEAR SITE

Deep inside a mountain, Fordow
is said to contain close to 3,000

sophisticated centrifuges in two
enrichment halls.

R
| - o Tehran

For.dow'.'.—Natanz

Security perimeter

Sources: Nuclear Threat Initiative; Google Earth (terrain )/ The NYT



 The US escalated involvement in Israel-Iran conflict by:

e Dropping 30,000-pound bunker-buster bombs on Iran's Fordow uranium enrichment site

buried under a mountain.
e Launching more than two dozen Tomahawk missiles at Iran's nuclear facilities.

« US President Donald Trump declared the strikes "completely and fully obliterated" three key Iranian

nuclear sites:
« Fordow
e Natanz

¢ |sfahan



2. Details of Targeted Sites

Site Significance

Fordow Iran's most heavily fortified nuclear site; underground uranium enrichment
facility.

Natanz Largest uranium enrichment facility in Iran.

Isfahan Iran's largest nuclear research site; previously targeted by Israel twice.



Location/Term

Strait of Hormuz

B-2 Spirit Stealth Bomber

GBU-57 MOP ('Bunker-Buster")

Tomahawk Missile

Importance

Key global oil shipping route between Iran and Oman.

US long-range bomber used for penetrating fortified sites.

14 of these massive bombs used on Iranian sites.

US long-range, precision cruise missile.



Hours after U.S. airstrikes on three Iranian nuclear sites, Iran launched over 40 missiles toward

Israel on Sunday.
The missile strikes:

» Wounded at least 23 people.

» Destroyed apartment buildings and homes in Tel Aviv and two other cities.
At one Tel Aviv site:

* The blast sheared off the face of a multi-storey residential building.

* A nursing home nearby also suffered damage.

 Most residents evacuated to bomb shelters; casualties were limited.



Associated Press
DUBAI

rompting fears of a

wider regional con-

flict, the United
States inserted itself into Is-
rael’s war against Iran early
on Sunday by dropping
30,000-pound bombs on a
uranium enrichment site
buried under a mountain,
a risky gambit that aimed
at destroying the Islamic
Republic’s nuclear pro-
gramme after months of
failed diplomacy.

The U.S. also fired do-
zens of missiles, and Presi-
dent Donald Trump said
that the combination of
strikes “completely and
fully obliterated” three nu-
clear sites. However, U.S.
defence officials said an as-
sessment of the damage
was ongoing.

The Atomic Energy Or-
ganization of Iran con-
firmed that attacks took
place on the Fordow and
Natanz enrichment facili-
ties as well as its Isfahan
nuclear site, but it insisted
that its nuclear pro-
gramme will not be
stopped. Both Iran and the
UN nuclear watchdog said

# Fordow: [ran’s most heavily
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there were no immediate if Tehran retaliated.
signs of radioactive con- “There will either be peace
tamination following the or there will be tragedy for
strikes. Iran,” said Mr. Trump, who
U.S. Defence Secretary acted without congression-
Pete Hegseth said the al authorisation. Vice-Pre-
country does not “seek sident].D. Vance, however,
war” and that the opera- said the strikes have given
tion would not be “open- Tehran the possibility of
ended”, though Mr. Trump  returning to negotiate with
earlier warned there Washington.
would be additional strikes Hours later, Iranian Fo-

reign Minister Abbas
Araghchi said the attacks
have crossed a ‘big red
line’ adding that the time
for diplomacy had passed
and that his country had
the right to defend itself.
Mr. Araghchi said he would
be flying to Moscow to
coordinate positions with
its ally, Russia. “The war-
mongering and lawless ad-

SEA

ministration in Washing-
ton is solely and fully
responsible for the danger-
ous consequences and far-
reaching implications of its
act of aggression,” he told
presspersons in Turkiye.

EDITORIAL

» PAGE 8

MORE REPORTS ON
» PAGES 5 & 14




2. The GBU-57 Massive Ordnance Penetrator (MOP)

Parameter

Weight

Length

Diameter

Primary Use

Penetration Capability

Material

Development

First Tested

Notable Deployment

Details @)

13.6 tonnes (30,000 pounds)
~20.5 feet
~31.5 inches

Destroying deeply buried and hardened facilities (e.g., underground

nuclear sites).

Burrows up to 60 metres underground before exploding.
Special high-performance steel alloy.

By U.S. Air Force Research Lab & Boeing.

2007

At least 20 bunker busters delivered to USAF.



3. The Bomb Carrier: B-2 Spirit Stealth Bomber

Feature

Aircraft Type

Operational Since

Fleet Size

Combat Radius

Notable Missions

Stealth Capabilities

Payload for MOP

Cost per Aircraft

Details

Strategic stealth bomber

1989

19 operational B-2s in USAF

~9,600 km; can exceed 19,000 km with aerial refueling.

Kosovo War (1999), Iraq (2003), Afghanistan, Libya, Yemen.

Evades radar through advanced coating, composite materials, low

infrared signature.

Can carry and deploy two GBU-57 bombs.

Estimated at $1.2 billion each.



4. Weakened Iran

* |srael claims to have destroyed ~1/3rd of Iran’'s missile capabilities.
* [ran’'s regional influence has already weakened due to:
 Economic sanctions.
» |sraeli strikes on Palestinian groups (Hamas, Hezbollah) backed by Iran.

e [ranian military weakened; some top military officials reportedly killed.



5. Costs for India and the World

a) Energy & Economic Impact
» Any Iranian retaliation in the Persian Gulf could disrupt:
» Qil supplies from Saudi Arabia, UAE, Oman, Qatar.
» Maritime trade through the Strait of Hormuz.
» Global oil prices may rise sharply.

» Almost 60% of India’s energy needs met from the region.

b) Security & Geopolitical Impact
« Escalating tensions increase:
» Regional instability.
» Risks to Indian diaspora (approx. 8-9 million Indians in Middle East).

» Threats to key projects like IMEC (India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor).



SAUDI
ARABIA

* PERSIAN

GULF

STRAIT OF
HORMUZ

OMAN

INDIA
TODAY

ARABIAN
SEA



2. Why Strait of Hormuz Matters

Aspect

Location

Significance

Volume of Oil Trade

LNG Trade

India's Oil Dependency

Details

Between Iran and Oman, connecting Persian Gulf to Arabian Sea.

World's most critical oil trade chokepoint.

~17% of global oil passes through the Strait.

Major route for liquefied natural gas exports, especially from Qatar.

~44% of Indian oil imports pass through the Strait.



3. Energy Market Implications

e Closure risks disrupting:
e Global oil and LNG supply.
* Prices of crude oil and natural gas.
 Benchmark Brent crude price already rose to $77 per barrel, expected to rise further.
e Closure could:
e Push oil prices beyond $150-200 per barrel.
* Spark inflation and economic slowdown globally.
» Countries most affected:
* |ndia, China, Japan, South Korea.

* Major oil-importing European nations.



Assessing the
olobal tech race

The data for the chart was sourced from the ‘Critical and
Emerging Technologies Index’ published by the Harvard Kennedy
School - Belfer Centre for Science and International Affairs

|I|||“”||

CHART 1: The chart assesses the national power of countries across key technology sectors such as Artificial Intelligence
(Al), Biotechnology, Semiconductors, Space, and Quantum




CHART 1: The chart assesses the national power of countries across key technology sectors such as Artificial Intelligence
(Al), Biotechnology, Semiconductors, Space, and Quantum

United States
China
Europe
Japan
South Korea
United Kingdom
Germany
Taiwan
France
INDIA
Russia
Canada
Australia
Italy
Netherlands
Spain
Singapore
Brazil
Israel
U.A.E
New Zealand
Turkey
Saudi Arabia
Iran
Ukraine
North Korea

Biotechnology

Semiconductors

Space
13.8
8.4

3.3
2.5
3.7
3.6
1.6
3.8
3.6
6.3
1.9
2.7
32
2.6
2.3
1.1
15
2.2
0.9
1.5
1.6
1.2
1.7
0.8

0.8

Quantum

Total

84.3
65.6
41
23.8
20
19.1
18.6
16
15.3
15.2
13.4
12.6
11.6
11.4
11.1
10.2

8.4
8.2
5.8
5.3
5.3
4.9
4.6
2.8
0.8




* A new Critical and Emerging Technologies Index assesses 25 countries across five key tech

sectors:
» Artificial Intelligence (Al)
* Biotechnology
» Semiconductors
» Space
* Quantum Technologies

» India lags significantly behind U.S., China, and Europe, with an overall score of 15.2, positioned

below France but ahead of Russia, Canada, and Australia.



2. Sector-wise Importance & Weightage

Sector

Semiconductors

Al

Biotechnology

Space

Quantum

Weightage (%)

35%

25%

20%

15%

5%

Key Considerations

Geopolitical relevance, dual-use potential

Algorithms, computing power, funding, talent

Human capital, pharma, genetic engineering

Defence assets, navigation, telecom

Funding, talent, core technologies



3. Global Performance Overview

Rank Region/Country Strengths
1 United States Al, semiconductors, space dominance
2 China Closing gap in biotech, quantum; lags in

semiconductors

3 Europe Strong in biotech, quantum; weak in

semiconductors, space

- Taiwan, Japan, South Korea High semiconductor rankings

- Russia 3rd in space indicator

- India 7th in space; behind in most tech sectors



4. India's Position

» Performs relatively better in space sector (7th rank).
e Lagsin:
» Al due to weaker private research ecosystem.
» Semiconductors due to lack of chip design and manufacturing capabilities.

» Biotechnology and quantum compared to global leaders.

5. Factors Behind US Dominance

* Deep investments.
» Strong research workforce.

* Decentralised innovation ecosystem spanning government, academia, and industry.



Number of
international travellers
to Europe last year

In million persons. Europe
747 has been called the

world’s museum, but its
record number of visitors have raised
concerns about overtourism. Last year, 747
million international travellers visited, out-
numbering any other region in the world,

as per UN’s World Tourism Barometer. e




e Europe experienced a record 747 million international travellers last year.
e Southern and Western Europe welcomed over 70% of these visitors.
e Concerns are rising over:

e Housing shortages.

e Pressure on local infrastructure (water, energy, transport).

e Cultural backlash from local residents.



2. Causes of Overtourism

 Cheap flights.

* Influence of social media.

* Al-based ease of travel planning.

» Strong economic conditions in countries like:
 U.S., Japan, China, U.K.

e Seasonal tourism creating uneven demand in hotspots like:
e Barcelona (Spain).
e Venice (ltaly).

» Florence's Uffizi Galleries (ltaly).



3. Notable Impacts

Region/City/lIsland

Spain (Canary & Balearic Islands)

Barcelona

France

Greece (Islands)

Impact/Response

15 million visitors; strain on housing, water.

Anti-tourism protests; plans to phase out 10,000 Airbnb rentals by
2028.

100 million international visitors; housing issues.

€20 cruise tax on popular islands from July 1; €5 on less-visited

ones.



4.Local Backlash

» Protests across Spain, especially Barcelona.
» Water gun protests targeting tourists with slogans like:
* "One more tourist, one less resident!”.

» Regulations on Airbnb and short-term rentals.

5. Policy Suggestions & Responses

» Better management of ticketing at crowded sites using Al (ltaly's proposal).
» Crackdown on illegal short-term rentals.
» Cruise taxes to regulate tourist flows.

» Encouraging visitors to choose less popular locations.



* Q. The Balearic Islands, often seen in the news, are located in which
water body?

a) Atlantic Ocean

b) Black Sea

c) Mediterranean Sea
d) Baltic Sea



Word of the day

Solicitous:

full of anxiety and concern; showing hovering
attentiveness

Usage: she made solicitous inquiries about
our family.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/solicitouspro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /sa'lis1tas/




Class24 & 91, 03%%
TBeTdT 39 B2L.... FREE

FOUNDATION
BATCH

‘ i, . i 25 June, 2025
R IIEY CGL - CHSL-CPO - MTS @ 08:00 AM

201, Basant Vihar Colony, Tonk Road, Gopalpura Mode, Jaipur (Raj.)
Helpline Number © 9257021070, 9257021071, 72,73







