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‘India studying implications of U.S. tariff moves’

Trump hikes 10% tariffs announced after the
court ruling to 15% ‘effective immediately’

Decision against Trump’s reciprocal tariffs
renders trade deals one sided, say analysts

Ruling would prompt countries to re-examine deals
with the U.S., and India should do the same, they say

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

hile the U.S. Su-
w preme Court
has struck

down the reciprocal tariffs
imposed by President Do-
nald Trump on various
countries, including India,
several other tariffs remain
that continue to hurt va-
rious sectors, trade ana-
lysts and export data show.

In a February 20 ruling,
the court held that Mr.
Trump’s use of the Interna-
tional Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act to im-
pose tariffs on other
countries exceeded his
authority as President, and
so struck down the duties.
However, Mr. Trump soon
announced that the U.S.
would impose a temporary
150-day 10% baseline tariff
on all imports from Febru-

ary 24 under Section 122 of
the Trade Act of 1974. This
Section of the Act empow-
ers the President to “ad-
dress certain fundamental
international payment pro-
blems through surcharges
and other special import
restrictions”, according to
a White House factsheet.

In a Truth Social post on
Saturday, Mr. Trump said
he would be hiking the 10%
tariff to the “fully allowed,
and legally tested, 15% le-
vel”, effective immediately.

In a statement on Satur-
day, the Commerce and In-
dustry Ministry said it had
“noted” the U.S. Supreme
Court’s judgment, but did
not clarify what would
happen to India’s interim
agreement with Washing-
ton.

“We have noted the U.S.
Supreme Court judgment
on tariffs yesterday,” it

Cost of trade

While the U.S. Supreme Court struck down Trump’s reciprocal
tariffs under the IEEPA, import duties remain under other laws

= New 15% tariff on all
goods imports to the
U.S. for 150 days under
Section 122 of the
Trade Act of 1974

m A 50% tariff on imports £
of steel and aluminium
under Section 232 of the
U.S. Trade Expansion
Act of 1962

Aluminium and
steel form the
fourth-largest

] group of exports

for India to the
U.S., making up
d nearly 66% of
total exportsin
December 2025

Put US. deal on
hold, renegotiate
it, says Congress

NEW DELHI

Following the U.S. Supreme
Court’s ruling, the Congress on
Saturday asked the Narendra
Modi-led government to put
the India-U.S. interim trade
agreement on hold and
renegotiate its terms. » PAGE 4

said. “We are studying all
these developments for
their implications.”

Trade analysts said the
ruling would prompt coun-
tries that have trade deals
with the U.S. to re-examine
them, and called for India
to do the same regarding
its pact that is yet to be
signed.

“The ruling invalidates
country-specific ‘recipro-

cal tariffs’ and fentanyl-
linked duties imposed on
imports from major trad-
ing partners,” Ajay Srivas-
tava, founder of the think-
tank Global Trade Re-
search Initiative, said.
“The decision effectively
renders recent trade deals
by the U.S. with the UK.,
Japan, the EU, Malaysia, In-
donesia, Vietnam and In-
dia one-sided and useless.”

Partner countries may
now find reasons to dump
these deals.

The U.S. also has other
tariffs in place, such as
those under Section 232 of
the U.S. Trade Expansion
Act 0of 1962.

“It would need to be
seen how President Trump
could still use other laws
like Section 232 to en-
hance/keep tariffs for co-

vered products outside of
this decision,” Krishan Ar-
ora, Partner and Indirect
Tax and India Investment
Roadmap Leader at Grant
Thornton Bharat, said.

Under the Section 232
tariffs, the U.S. has im-
posed a 50% tariff on im-
ports of steel and alumini-
um. These tariffs will
remain, and data shows
they could continue to
have an impact on India.

Aluminium and steel ex-
ports, taken together, form
the fourth-largest group of
exports for India to the U.S.
Exports to the U.S. of these
items fell nearly 66% in De-
cember 2025, as per the
latest trade data, in res-
ponse to the tariffs.

‘De minimis’ tariffs

In August 2025, the U.S.
suspended the ‘de minimis’
exemptions, which had

granted imports of items
valued at less than $800
per person per day. This
meant that the import of
such items — ranging from
textiles to toys, cosmetics,
and electronic accessories
— would attract the coun-
try-specific duties based on
their origin.

Following the U.S. Su-
preme Court’s decision,
Mr. Trump issued an exec-
utive order saying that he
has determined “it is still
necessary and appropriate
to suspend duty-free de mi-
nimis treatment”.

This has an impact on
India because a number of
small exporters and e-com-
merce players used this de
minimis route to send
items to customers in the
U.S. on a duty-free basis.

TRUMP ON DEAL WITH INDIA
» PAGE 4



Background of the Issue

- The U.S. Supreme Court struck down former President Donald Trump's reciprocal tariffs imposed under
IEEPA.
3R JuitH BIE A gd sgufd siTes ¢U gRT IEEPA & dgd ™Y T URIIRD [weh] bl Ig bR fT|

- However, other tariffs under Section 122 (Trade Act 1974) and Section 232 (Trade Expansion Act 1962)

remain in force.

gTdllfcp, QTR JAfEfFIH 1974 Y &RT 122 3R ATUR faFdR fEfFaH 1962 Pt &RT 232 P d&d @Y MY 31 Qo<
anft ot @ 81

- Trump announced an increase of 10% tariff to 15% "effective immediately.”

U A 10% &b DI dalhR 15% “q3d IHTd J" & ol GI0T &b |




& Cost of Trade — Key Tariff Details
- 15% tariff on all goods imports under Section 122.

&R 122 & d&d T 3manfdd axq3n IR 15% 2Aeb |

« 50% tariff on steel and aluminium under Section 232.

§RT 232 P d&d $Td 3R TeIfAfFaH U 50% 2[eb |

« Aluminium and steel form India’s 4th largest export group to the U.S.

TRIAfATH 3R 9T MIRA & 3Rt &t fAafd &1 dten Tad 931 IHE 21

- These exports fell nearly 66% in December 2025 due to tariff impact.
fgdar 2025 A g4 fAafdl & @M 66% & fiviae 3|

Political Impact
« Indian opposition (Congress) demanded renegotiation of interim trade deals.

BT A a7 IR FHea B A 3R GA: araf ot |7 6l

- Countries may re-examine bilateral deals with the U.S.

eI 3Rt & T1er 379 fguefta awsital & qa: IHten &2 I&d &l

- Reflects rising protectionism in global trade.
g df2dp IR B gad TRevrdrg ot gorfar 21



Economic Impact
- Higher tariffs increase cost of exports, reduce competitiveness.

3w Q[ fFafd @mTd ga1d & 3R ufawefarasar gerd &

- Small exporters and e-commerce players affected due to suspension of “de minimis” exemptions.

gl fAfAfAa’ Be gea A BI [Fafasw ik §-wmd wifda gel

« Could widen trade tensions and disrupt supply chains.

SR AR d4Td 96 JbdT & 3R 3TYfd sier anfeid &) Jabdt &1

Historical Context

- Section 232 was earlier used by Trump in 2018 to impose steel/aluminium tariffs citing national security.

&RT 232 BT IUANT 2018 A ICEY &M &b AR UR FIUTA/TIAfAIH 2[e<b &1 8q fasar mam afm|

« Similar tariff wars occurred during the U.S.-China trade war (2018-2020).
2018-2020 & GRM 3ARPBT-dH IR gg A Wt 38t UBR & Qe @e T |

- WTO principles discourage unilateral tariff hikes beyond bound rates.

WTO fagid 9138 3¢ A 31feics TaharwT [ gfg P! gdlcaied & &l



L Geographical Impact

- Major impact on Indian steel hubs like Odisha, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat.
3Nf3em, SRS, BTG, T[RId S SIUTd 3TGH dbg YHIfdd &

- U.S. Midwest manufacturing and construction sectors also impacted.

3mAfRaT & fAgde & fafanfor 3k fAAfor &= Wl wifaa g



Consider the following statements:

1. Section 232 of the U.S. Trade Expansion Act allows tariffs on national security grounds.
2. |IEEPA empowers the U.S. President only during war declared by Congress.

3. Steel and aluminium exports are among India’s top export groups to the U.S.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A.1Tand 3 only
B. 1 only

C. 2 and 3 only
D.1,2and 3



85 countries, 3 bodies sign
New Delhi Declaration
for equitable Al at Summit

NEW DELHI

Eighty-five countries and
three international organi-
sations signed the New Del-
hi Declaration at the Al Im-
pact Summit, a day after
the event’s scheduled con-
clusion, as officials sought
to expand the signatory list
to achieve as broad a con-
sensus as possible.

“Guided by the princi-
ple of Sarvajan Hitaya,
Sarvajan Sukhaya (Welfare
for all, Happiness for all),
the Declaration under-
scores that the benefits of
Al must be equitably
shared across humanity,”
the government said in a
statement regarding the
declaration.

Major participants, in-
cluding the United States
and China, endorsed the
document.

As with the 2023 G20
Summit, the road to con-
sensus was paved with
non-binding and voluntary
commitments,

Democratising Al

While the declaration does
mention Al safety and trust
— issues that the US. in
particular rejected during
last year's Paris discussions
— its commitments lean

heavily on  knowledge

The 900-word state-
ment offers a “Charter for
the Democratic Diffusion
of Al" as a “voluntary and
non-binding framework to
promote access to founda-
tlonal Al resources, sup-
port locally relevant inno-
vation, and strengthen
resilient Al ecosystems

While the declaration
does mention Al
safety and trust, its
commitments lean on

knowledge sharing

while respecting national
Laws.”

It also introduces a Glo-
bal Al Impact Commons ~
described as a voluntary
initiative ~ to exhibit Al use
cases for governments to
draw Inspiration from.

Human capital

On security and trust, the
statement says, “Advanc-
ing secure, trustworthy
and robust Al is founda-
tional to building trust and
maximising societal and
economic benefits. Noting
that deepening our under-
standing of the potential
security aspects remains
important, we recognise
the importance of security
in Al systems, Industry-led
voluntary measures, and

P

-

e N
Union Minister Plyush Goyal with U.S. Ambassador to India Sergio
Gor, Bhutan Prime Minkster Tshering Tobgay, OpenAl CEO Sam
Altman, and other dignitaries on the sidelines of the Al Impact
Summit, in New Delhi on Friday. s

the adoption of technical
solutions, and appropriate
policy framewarks that en-
able innovation while pro-
moting public interest
throughout the  Al's
lifecyde”

The statement also em-
phasised that achieving
“the full promise of Al re-
quires equipping indivi-
duals with relevant skills
by expanding Al human re-
source development, spec-
ific initiatives on educa
tion, Al workforce
development, training of
public officials, enhancing
public awareness of Al cap-
abilities, increasing Al lite-
racy, as well as upgrading
vocational and training
ecosystems.”

“We take note of the vo-
luntary guiding principles
for reskilling in the age of
Al and the playbook on Al
workforce development,
which would support par-
ticipants in preparation for
a future Al-driven econo-
my," the statement added.

il A Satd



- Eighty-five countries and three international organisations signed the New Delhi Declaration at the Al

Impact Summit.

uart eit 3k i ity et A vang sedae afie # 98 fGowt ayon R gxder fdu)

- The declaration aims to ensure equitable and inclusive benefits of Artificial Intelligence.

g BoT AW FGHar & @il &Y =raid 3k IETdelt 91 BT @ed I&dl 2|

- The guiding principle is "Sarvajan Hitaya, Sarvajan Sukhaya" (Welfare for all, Happiness for all).

nrigef® fagid & "adsr fgam, adsm gEma”|

- Major participants included the United States and China.
w1 oty ® amfiast 3k i enfia &

& Nature of Declaration
« The commitments are voluntary and non-binding in nature.

g wfdagans Wfedd 3k R-areasrt upfd & 21

- It introduces the concept of a Global Al Impact Commons for sharing Al use cases.

g dfedes TaNg griae BIH~T Bt HALRUT YIdd BT &, [ T3 3uahT aHe) & Jren fasar smem|

- Emphasis is placed on knowledge sharing rather than strict regulatory enforcement.

HoR fafFaaa &b I FH-TTSH0T UR R fEar mm 81



&l Key Themes

A. Democratising Al

- Promote access to foundational Al resources.

Hifees T3S JAATEAT ddb Ugd b deral ATl

- Strengthen resilient Al ecosystems.

HaTgd 3R @dtal gams uiRfeifddh! da o1 fAnfor)

B. Safety and Trust

- Advancing secure, trustworthy and robust Al systems.

Rferd, faeaatar ik ggg wans yonfad bl derar ¢

- Adoption of technical safeguards and appropriate policy frameworks.

1! JRefM IURN 3R IUa AlfaTd erd bl g



C. Human Capital Development
« Expanding Al literacy and workforce development.

T3S F1ardr 3R drige fasry o1 fawdr|

- Training public officials and upgrading vocational ecosystems.

oilp 3rferap1Ra bt wf2reror 31k maarfde ufererr a3 &1 3= |

« Reskilling for an Al-driven economy.

QTS -3menRa sreferazen & faQ gA: dwierd faawril

Political Significance
- Demonstrates India’s leadership in global Al governance.

Ig dfedd QTS M B WRd @l A &HdT goIfdT &1

« Builds on India’'s G20 2023 digital public infrastructure agenda.
IE YR BT G20 2023 fEfSed Uferids ShRedR Ugd b 3 daTdT 2|

- Promotes multipolar Al governance rather than dominance by a few tech powers.

PG ddAtd! Afaadl B W P ITd TgYdTI TAHTS 2T &I g@rdT adl & |



&2 Economic Significance
- Al expected to add trillions to global GDP by 2030.
2030 dd T3Te & dfedds GDP | TR SlaRk B qfg ol AHTaATI

- Encourages inclusive Al growth benefiting developing countries.

famraeitd qof &Y wTf~dd &3 aret JHTaRf T3S afg o dicarg |

- Supports startups and digital innovation ecosystems.

LT3 3R f2fFied FararR uilRfefad! a3 o aref|

L2 Historical Context

- 2023 Paris Al Safety Summit focused strongly on Al risks and regulation.

2023 937 wars Auet Aftie & wans sifaw 3ik fafaama wR siferes sk |

- EU Al Act (2024) is the first comprehensive Al regulation globally.
IR TG BT T3S [T (2024) fA2a BT UgET RIS T3S B &

- UNESCO adopted Recommendation on Al Ethics in 2021.
IAWBT A 2021 H T3S Afddmar R fAwIRer sraarg|



Consider the following statements:

1. The New Delhi Declaration on Al is legally binding on all signatory countries.
2. The declaration emphasises knowledge sharing and equitable Al access.
3. UNESCO adopted a global Al ethics recommendation in 2021.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A. 2 and 3 only
B.1and 2 only
C. 3 only

D.1, 2and 3
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What are the key takeaways from Al summit?

What does the New Delhi Declaration say? How many countries are signatories? What were the

goals? What is the aim of the Global Al Tmpact Commons? Apart from Reliance and the Adani

Group, which companies have announced investments in domestic AI?

Aroon Deep

The story so far:
he Al lmpact Summit from February
1620 attracted lakhs of visitors, with
high-profile Al executives and heads
of state visiting New Delhi. On
Saturday, 88 countries and international
organisations signed the New Delld Declaration
on Al, which stresses that the technology must
be democratised 1o make a difference.

Since when are Al summits being held?
Since 2023, dozens of countries have
participated in annual gatherings to discuss AL
In ts first instalment in Bletchley Park, the UK.
hosted a small dialogue on safety, where India
was represented by then Minister of State for
Electronics and Information Technology Rajeev
Chandrasekhar. There is no international
organisation that convenes these gatherings as
of now - participating countries have generally
passed on the baton for the following year's
summit. 2024's edition was held in Seoul, and
the last Al Action Swmimit was held in Paris in
February 2025, with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi co-chairing the edition with Presilent
Emmanuel Macron, In the Paris summit, the
mudtilaterad Al dinlogue saw a significant shift,
with US. Vice-President 1.D. Vance vocally
rejecting a safety-first approach, instead
emphasising innovation and unsestrained
Investment into fronter research and
commercialisation of the technology.

What were the India-hosted summit's goals?
For India's turn, the government advanced a key
set of priorities: that Al's capabllities msst be
avadlable 1o as many people as possible; more
work must be done to make it relevant in the

The
summit s
expected o
catalyse
long-term
inter-
national
partner-
ships

mmwm»ommmc«mtow.:mmn OperW CEO Sam

Altman, and other leaders at the Al summit, in Dels on February 19. neutess

Global South, such as by expanding
representation for languages that have been
under represented in the training of western
LLMs (large language models); and that the
technology should be “safe and trusted”,

On the domestic front, the government
sought to project India as an attractive
destination for Al Infrastructure and research,
drum up Investor sentiment for putting money
into Al and for encouraging the technology's
already-enthustastic adoption in India, espectally
in fields such as healthcare, agriculture and
education. The names of the working groups
convened for this purpose reflect some of these
priorities: human capital, inclusion for soctal
empowerment, safe and trusted Al, resilience,
Innovation, and efficency, sclence,
democratising Al resources, and Al for
economic development and social good.

What were the outcomes of the summit?
The government says that the summit attracted
over five lakh visitors, a record that easily
surpassed the attendance of the G20 summit in
2023. The government also touted $250 billion
in investment commitments, as well as $20
billion in commitments for frontier deep tech
research. The event also hosted over 500
individual discusstons, with speakers from
around the world. During the summit, Indis
Joined the US Jed Pax Silica Initiatbve, which
seeks 1o budld a neework of like-minded
countries opposed to concentration of power in
electroales manufacturing and critical minerals.
India also achieved broad consensus among 88
countries and international onganisations for the
New Delhi Declaration on Al which was signed
by the U.S., China, France, and several other
countries who are key for the development and
deployment of Al at present.

The event saw the long-anticipated launch of
India’s first domestically trained multi-billion
parameter LLMs by Sarvam AL Sarvam is a
Bengaluru-based firm that enjoys millions of
doflars in private equity investment as well as
povernment support in subsidised access to
computing resosrces under the IndiaAl Mission.
I firm says its models are efficient, and beat
comparable models at many benchmarks, It has
announced that its models will be open source,
and after the summit, launched a chatbot
interface in beta to interact with its LLMs.

The event was also plagued by a series of
sethacks almost every day. On the opening day -
three days before the plenary with the heads of
state and keynotes by figures like OpenAl CEO
Sam Altman and Google CEO Sundar Pichai -
organisers were overwhelmed by an unexpected
number of participants, Security and logistics

issues abounded, with significant traffic snarls
delaying even some speakers from making it to
their discussions. On the second day, an

exhibitor at the summit's concurrent expo,

Galgotias University, passed off a Clnnmnude
robodog as their students’ creation. The wide
publicity to this caused significant
embarrassment to the organisers, who ordered
the university to vacate the premises. And on
Friday, a group of Indian Youth Congress

and s [nvestigating the protest.

What were the investment commitments?
Rellance Industries Lid. announced
comumitments of 20 lakh crore in domestic Al
only slightly more than the Adanl Group's
similar commitment. Google gave a few fresh
detalls about its existing $15 billion Investment in
data centre and Al projects in India, such as a
subsea cable system that would directly connect
India and the U.S. The event also saw
high-profile pacts between OpenAl and the Tata
Group, along with another between
Anthropic and Infosys. OpenAl said it woukd
lease 100 megawatts of data centre capacity
from Tata’s HyperVault, and provide its
advanced models to the firm's employvees, The
pacts were notable due to the stock price
dmnplhaxbothﬁrmtoohﬂuﬁ\mhmplﬂ
latest coding LLM shocked investors with its
advanced capabilities. Yotta Data Services, a
domestic data centre operator, announced $2
billion in data centre infrastructure build-out,
with graphics processing units from Nvidia.

What does the New Delhi Declaration say?
The declaration ks broadly In line with India's
stated multilateral priorities when crganising the
summit. Nearly all commitments are described
In the statement as “voluntary™ and
“non-binding,” encouraging wider participation.
These include a charter for the “democratic
diffusion” of Al; a "Global Al Impact Commons,”
which would serve as a database of use cases for
countries to draw mspiration from; a “Trusted
Al Commons,” described as a *“repository of
tools, benchmarks, and best practices [that
supports the] development of secure and
trustworthy Al systems,”; an “International
Network of Al for Science Institutions” which
would fink technical institutes around the world;
an “Al for Social Empowerment Platform®; an
“Al Workforce Development Playbook and
Reskilling Principles,” and Principles
on Resilient and Efficlent AL" “The sunumit is
expected to catalyse long-term Interatbonal
parmerships and position Al as a key driver of
economic growth,” the government said in a
statement, adding that there was “broad-based
ghobal consensus on leveraging Al for economic
growth and soclal good”.




Key Outcomes of the Summit

- Over 5 lakh visitors attended — higher than G20 2023 summit participation.
5 WRI F 3ifefes I A W fofam — St G20 2023 J 31feieh 2|

- $250 billion in overall investment commitments.

Pl $250 fafeia & fAder arg|

- $20 billion committed for frontier deep-tech research.

$20 faferar aifim SeficdY srgien 2q)

- India joined the U.S.-led Pax Silicon Initiative (electronics & critical minerals network).
WRd 3THR®BT-Add et Pax Silicon Initiative H oA« g3

- Launch of India’s first domestically trained multi-billion parameter LLM “Sarvam Al".

YRd BT UgdT Fageft Aeel-fafdad drter LLM “Sarvam Al" oii=d g3




) Investment Announcements
- Reliance Industries committed 210 lakh crore in domestic Al.

fEARIT S3IST A 210 AR PBR1S P T T3NS A0 Y ENSoT Y |

- Adani Group made similar large-scale Al infrastructure commitments.

HEMT THE = Wl 98 TR WR UaNE fAdel ol Ufdagdr siarg |

- Google announced $15 billion for Al and data centres in India.

Tl 4 HRd | TaMe 3R 3e1 JeR &g $15 fafda fAder ot aivom 6t

- OpenAl signed agreements with Tata Group; Anthropic partnered with Infosys.

3NTYAT3NTS A Tl IHE I AT T, Tofies A S=HIT & JT JTSIGRT B |

- Yotta Data Services announced $2 billion data infrastructure expansion.

JrT 2T AfdAsT 7 $2 fafdiad Se1 ShRedR fdsdR ol ey &t |



L2l What Does the New Delhi Declaration Say?

- Commitments are voluntary and non-binding.

Ufdegdre Tfced 3R R-a1eahrt 21

- Introduces Global Al Impact Commons (repository of Al use cases).
Global Al Impact Commons @t FITIAT (T3S IUANT HTH] Bl HSR) |

- Establishment of Trusted Al Commons for benchmarks and tools.

Trusted Al Commons — g 3R §9HIH 8|

- Al Workforce Development Playbook and Reskilling Principles.

Q38 BRIdd fddbRT 3R gA: wierd [gidl

- Guiding Principles on Resilient and Efficient Al.

oTdtel 3R eret Targ aq Anfeeie fHgid|



Initiative

New Delhi
Declaration

EU Al Act

Paris Al
Summit

UNESCO Al
Ethics

Nature

Voluntary

Binding

Political

Normative

Focus Area

Equitable &
inclusive Al

Risk regulation

Safety
emphasis

Human rights
Al



Consider the following statements:

1. The New Delhi Declaration on Al is legally binding on signatories.
2. The summit introduced the concept of Global Al Impact Commons.

3. Reliance Industries announced 210 lakh crore investment in domestic Al.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A. 2 and 3 only
B.1and 2 only

C. 3 only
D.1,2and 3
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Nations facing tariffs must unionise, says Lula

Brazilian President pitches for UN seats; speaks
of lessons learned from PM Manmohan in 2005

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

with the U.S. on tariffs

separately, countries
should form “negotiating
blocs”, Brazil’s President
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva
said here on Sunday, advo-
cating for “unionisation”
of those suffering from the
tariffs.

Mr. Lula, himself a trade
union leader in the 1980s
before he founded Brazil’s
ruling Workers Party, said
that while he did not wish
to comment on the inter-
nal workings of the U.S.
where the Supreme Court
struck down the tariffs im-
posed globally by Presi-
dent Donald Trump, last
year, he hoped that all
countries would be “treat-
ed equally” by the U.S. on
the issue.

“1 want to tell the U.S.
President that we don't

l nstead of negotiating

want a new Cold War. We
don’t want interference in
any other country, we
want all countries to be
treated equally,” Mr. Lula
said, answering questions
from presspersons at the
end of his four-day visit to
Delhi.

Brazil and India were
the two highest tariffed
countries by the U.S,,
slapped with 50% duties
on exports each, and face
tariff threats from Mr.
Trump over their member-
ship of the BRICS group-
ing, trade with Iran, and
imports of Russian oil.
Neither country has thus
far concluded a trade deal
with the U.S. Mr. Lula, who
is expected to visit Wash-
ington next month, said he
hopes to put all outstand-
ing issues with the U.S. “on
the table” for Mr. Trump.

“When a small country
negotiates with a bigger
country, the agreement

Brazil and India were the two highest tariffed
countries by the U.S., hit with 50% duties each

-

Close ties: Narendra Modi with Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva in New Delhi on Saturday. P11

will always be harmful for
the smaller country. This is
the experience that I bring
from the trade union and
labour movement. To ne-
gotiate with the employer,
all workers must get to-
gether and confront the

company policy. If they do
it individually, they all
lose,” he said, likening in-
ternational trade to his
trade union negotiations,
adding that countries in
the Global South, as well as
others must “act together”

in negotiating with global
Superpowers.

‘Need UNSC reforms’

Mr. Lula also called for UN
Security Council reforms,
and in particular, seats in
the Council for India, Bra-

zil, and others.

“Why is India not a per-
manent member of the UN
Security Council, a coun-
try that has 1.4 billion peo-
ple? Why Brazil is not there
at the UN Security Coun-
cil,” he said, adding others
such as Germany, Mexico,
Nigeria and Egypt as well
to the list. He said that as a
result, the UN today does
not have much efficacy.

“UN is capable of mak-
ing a diagnosis but it
doesn’t have the capability
to prescribe medication or
do the treatment,” he said.

He said India had taught
him some lessons in eco-
nomic management, re-
counting a story from his
visit to India in 2005, dur-
ing his previous tenure as
President, when he was
hosted by then Prime Mi-
nister Manmohan Singh.

“It was in India in 2005
that, for the very first time,
I perceived the importance

Small countries negotiating individually always
lose, the Global South must act together, he says

of having international
hard currency reserves,”
he said, adding that he was
impressed that India had
then amassed $100 billion
in reserves. He said he had
committed to do the same
in Brazil, eventually build-
ing reserves of $360 billion
and Brazil moved from be-
ing a debtor to the IMF to a
creditor, which he called a
“transformative expe-
rience” for Brazil.

Mr. Lula recounted
some personal memories
as well, while speaking
about his talks in Delhi
which ended with agree-
ments on critical mineral
cooperation, steel mining
and digital partnership. He
said that he was touched
that his favourite Brazilian
songs were played during
the official banquet lunch
with Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and the dinner
hosted by President Drou-
padi Murmu.



Background of the Statement

- Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva called for countries facing U.S. tariffs to “unionise” and

negotiate collectively.

qT5itel & Asgufd dgst SAMAAT ool &l fAwar 4 3T & 2fep! A yWIfdd goif A ATHfEd FU A drdditd B b1
HgH o

- He argued that small countries negotiating individually always lose against larger powers.

321 Bl b BIE 221 5d 3eTT-3o1T didetd Bd & df gt 2faddt & JTHA gR 371 &

- Brazil and India were reportedly among the highest tariffed countries by the U.S., facing 50% duties.

Ttel 3R WRd 3MARET gRT Aaifeies g[wh e MQ 32 7 &, f5iH IR 50% dds Q[e<h @I 71T

Core Arguments by Lula
- Countries should form "negotiating blocs” instead of bilateral isolated talks.

&2 Y 3reTTT-3rcAT fguaita ardl & g1 “arddid IHg” 9414 1y

- Emphasis on Global South solidarity.
dfedes gfgioT bl gebsiedl R SiR|

- Opposition to a “new Cold War"” and geopolitical division.

¢ oftd gg 3R Y-=rifdas getasor a1 fader|



J Link with BRICS & Trade Politics

- Tariff pressures were linked to BRICS membership and trade ties with Iran and Russia.
2[Fh GaTd B BRICS J&=IdT 3R -5 & JTef IR F 18T T

- Reflects growing trade weaponisation in geopolitics.

g Y-S 7 QATIR &1 gfeRIR & U A 394N 634 &1 ygfa goifdr 21

- Strengthens push for de-dollarisation and alternative financial systems within BRICS.

BRICS & WiaR gt-siarissted 31k desfcies fawtr worret &Y |1 &) g fAerar 21

UNSC Reform Demand

« Lula renewed call for UN Security Council reforms.

T A YR A JRGM IRTE YER &Y AT GNERTE

- Advocated permanent membership for India and Brazil.

HRd 31 g1iteT @ T2t Aeadr 81 &1 gHefA|

- Criticised current UNSC structure as outdated and ineffective.

IR UNSC Fa41 &1 31Tt 37k qRIT arara|



Strategy

Bilateral
Negotiation

Trade Blocs
(BRICS, G77)

WTO
Multilateralism

Description

One-to-one
talks

Collective
negotiation

Rules-based
system

Advantage
Faster deals

Strong
everage

_egal
orotection

%5 &S

Weak bargaining
power

Complex
coordination

Slow dispute
resolution



Consider the following statements:
1. Lula advocated that countries facing tariffs should negotiate individually.

2. Brazil and India were among the highest tariffed countries by the U.S.

3. Lula supported reforms in the UN Security Council including permanent seats for India and Brazil.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A. 2 and 3 only
B.1and 2 only

C. 3 only
D.1,2and 3



Stealing the spotlight
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Alan McAlex, Farhan Akhtar, Lakshmipriya Devi and Ritesh Sidhwani pose with the award for children’s and family film for Boong at the 79th
British Academy Film Awards (BAFTA) in London on Sunday. AP (REPORT ON PAGE 4)




BAFTA 2026 — ‘One Battle
After Another



Category

Film

Total Awards
Best Picture

Best Director
Other Awards

Supporting Actor

Nominations

Oscar Impact

Details

‘One Battle After Another’ (Directed by Paul Thomas
Anderson) TS EET S TeI 2 ScEr RIS | TR oG
SHEGT)

6 Major Awards 6 S¥&% BRNVGET
Won#pleged
Paul Thomas Anderson g&xl aXde SHEgt

Adapted Screenplay, Cinematography, Editing
T Tl €635 o, ©IKE T, gFdct

Sean Penn g&® &
14 Nominations 14 SR&EE ©

Strengthened position as strong Oscar contender
9 VVEF§§'55I§ sk~ [ ooBedt]




Film / Artist

‘Sinners’

‘Frankenstein’ (Dir: Guillermo del Toro)

‘Hamnet’
Jessie Buckley

Robert Aramayo

Award Won

3 Awards — Original Screenplay, Musical Score,
Supporting Actress (Wunmi Mosaku) 3 SENVGET

—XWI T35 o, olee, UKHIS WHhSHm

3 Awards — Production Design, Costume
Design, Hair & Make-up 3 @WEKI- 53 ©
A IIES R, R T

Best British Film 38K #3E ¢ 40 [

Best Actress (for Agnes Hathaway role) W
AP

Best Actor (for ‘I Swear’) 38K WHshSed



Topic Key Fact

BAFTA Established 1947 1947 J@&g™d
Headquarters London, United Kingdom 3BT, IBcRr&s- SBAU I
Equivalent Award in USA Academy Awards (Oscars) EESIRCREIZR (o WE)

A.R. Rahman, Dev Patel (nominee/winner contexts)

Indian BAFTA Winners (Past) S.SY. TURES, SIS
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Aspect
Player
Age

Achievement

Tournament

Significance

Details

Vaishnavi Adkar IM3&R #3¢U
21 years 21 AH

Reached W100 Singles Final (First Indian woman since
2009) W10040 0 OdES T W§W2009 Ss [de
cUTtle seitleed] IPPRId

ITF Women'’s Open, Bengaluru® gsgsll IPERKHS EF,
G

Major breakthrough for Indian women’s tennis shsltle@d]



Category
Entry
Initial Ranking

Final Result
Opponent in Final

Final Score
WTA Points Earned

Prize Money

Live Ranking Jump

Details

Wildcard Entry SRE SIS SHE
World No. 6903piC THgY 690
Runner-up &&plesed

Hanne Vandewinkel (Belgium, World No. 124)Uj§‘
RSB o ([;E:I?JW, SpIC B0 124)

6-0, 6-1 (Lost) 6-0, 6-1 (T )
65 Points 65 FWE; %If;
$8,147 $8,147 EXN\CETTHE

Improved by 200+ places to around World No. 466
200+ &I Se € T, YUhU HIC eIV 466



Topic Details

Last Indian Woman to Reach Sania Mirza (2009) PP A%H
W100+ Final (2009)

Governine Bod International Tennis Federation
S (ITF) HAREHET SFg TR

N

Women’s Tennis Association
WTA (Ranking Authority) SPERKH SF ¢
=3

N




Aspect

Date of Birth
Birthplace

Started Playing
ITF Junior Ranking

Under-14 Achievement

Details

December 14, 2004 14%e el 2004
Pune, Maharashtra @3, OEEEHT
Age 7 ---7 33 se S &

No.115F Teesl o=BPIEI THHI0 115

India’s No. 1 Under-14 Player skl S&
S0Y 1 SHEY-14 & ki




Topic

ITF

W100 Event

Grand Slam Tournaments

Sania Mirza

Key Point

Governs international tennis tournaments
below Grand Slam level T FI B g DY S5
Wg& Sd ddl®

ITF Women’s event with $100,000 prize
category $100,000 &g ST © TsosU FHHB

Australian Open, French Open, Wimbledon, US
Open © 3T & €T, & T &, ALY,
e T T

First Indian woman to win WTA singles title
(2005 Hyderabad Open) 2005 Uigtklglc S €%

~




Palamu Tiger Reserve Launches
‘Vanjeevi Didi’ Initiativ



Aspect Details
Location Jharkhand © G-

Palamu Tiger Reserve (PTR) €3 ddad U T
Reserve Name ‘

j 3
nitiative Name ‘Vanjeevi Didi’ S ®ec& &
Launch Date February 17, 2026 17 0 $BIER2026
. Women-led community forest conservation
Objective

SIS EH © I 3 THY



Component

Type

Implementing Division

Target Group

Role

Core Aim

Details

Community-driven conservation programme

GREGHAS THeY SOHEW

South Division of PTR &t ¥ Sd Bl sy

Educated rural womencHe:o SR ITBPRIISE

Forest ambassadors promoting biodiversity
protection othIBPBR od cFic:{ UEEIRT™ @

Reduce poaching and deforestation through
social awarenessH ST A AEHSE S &IT H6 S

UgldUT S od




Feature

Selection

Educational Background

Function

Expected Impact

Details

18 women from each of 17 villages 17 UdaAd

B 355 @18@%

College graduates / Higher education Beg
| T AT s

Motivate families to protect forests &

wildlife ESEREEEERT oo GRSt

Behavioral change within communities




Topic
Project Tiger

National Tiger Conservation
Authority (NTCA)

Biodiversity Act

Women in Conservation

Key Facts

Launched in 1973 1973 doscltin

Apex body for tiger conservation Odc

Biological Diversity Act, 2002 ov,
SBERR od LAHSIRT, 2002

Aligns with SDG 5 (Gender Equality) &
SDG 15 (Life on Land) SDG 5 ¥ SDG

15 MR ©

v




L About Palamu Tiger Reserve

Feature Details
State Jharkhand
SIRIS
Established 1974 (One of the first under Project Tiger)

1974 (WIStae CI8TR & B3l 5Td A A Tah)

River North Koel River flows through it

3R BIIA ]

Vegetation Tropical dry deciduous forests
IUThICd e [sh JuiuTd! g
Wildlife Bengal Tiger, Leopard, Elephant

ST TR, dga, greft



M Vasai Cathedral Wins UNESCO
Award for Conservation



Aspect

Monument Name

Location

Age

Award

Recognition Type

Details

Vasai Cathedral (Our Lady of Grace Cathedral) Jg&
SRS (STT BT O [ T ThFHH)

S A

Papdy Village, Vasai, Maharashtra £t & Y, g,
SRR

Approximately 475 years old JUhU 475 JSTEERT

Award of Merit — UNESCO Asia-Pacific Awards for
Cultural Heritage Conservation (2025) V&I I

SCH WS BEME o GRie{ '&&HVVEIEF(W) 2025

Community-led restoration GR&FHS GHI-{ TG



Feature

Era

Religious Importance

Construction Style

Technique Used

Structure Elements

Details

16th Century Portuguese-era structure 1658i¢ c& $9
BRIl Sa T A

Spread of Catholicism in Maharashtra YEEHRE5
SEEHIS NHSI s

Built without cement or bricks %] cexXed JHATH S5
£2CT°

~

Mud-based traditional construction EIRRIS Al
C Bkl BEH oS Ses

Roof, facade, corridors, colonnade, carved interiors
e, IR, BRIES BIRERE, ST dgaed SToSEE
ey




Component Details

Restoration Cost Approximately 4.5 crore IJUshU 4.5 STk
Structural instability, roof & bell tower

Issues Addressed damage GRS § Wftled, € o F AIICH 56
oo

Conservation Architect Ainsley Lewis T3 BFG

Community-funded via donations G{&#did]

Fundin N
5 IS BHTEBY
o Restore architectural integrity & religious use
Objective sty 5

BES 2 oI T O EEF @PPIle TS



Aspect

Organised By

Asia-Pacific Awards

Established

Categories

Detalls

UNESCO (United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization) JBeV\&
(B THHEERS , AP 7Y GWWFS
FOET)

N

Recognises heritage conservation in Asia-
Pacific region S-S S o5, YaEBRER ©

2000 31372000 &5 thsh

Award of Merit, Hongurable Mention, etc.
B BENE] ST &G ST




Topic Details
UNESCO HQ Paris, France &%k, &0
Founded 1945 1945

World Heritage Convention 1972 1972

, , , Ajanta Caves (1983) ? oded
First Indian UNESCO Site T&'ﬂa@ﬂ 983)
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2. The SHANTI Bill, 2025 is related to

which of the following sectors ? 10. What is the revised investment limit

(A) Nuclear Energy Sector for small enterprises as per the
Union Budget 2025-26 ?

(B) Health Sector (A) ¥ 15 Crore (B) ¥ 25 Crore

(C) Irrigation Sector (C) ¥ 35 Crore (D) X 50 Crore

(D) National Highway Sector

12. Which is the correct order of top three
positions achieved by the following
States in ‘Fiscal Health Index 2025’
published by NITI Aayog ?

i. Chhattisgarh

ii. Goa

iii. Odisha

(A) (), (@), @) (B) (@), @), (@)
(C) (i), (i), () (D) (1), (), (i)



y &

What was the theme of World
Environment Day 2025 ?

(A) Only One Earth
(B) Solutions to Plastic Pollution
(C) Beat Plastic Pollution

(D) Ecosystem Restoration

Golden Quadrilateral National

Highway Development Project

connects which four big metro

cities of India ?

(A) Mumbai - Cochin - Jaipur -
Kolkata

(B) Delhi - Mumbai — Chennai -
Kolkata

(C) Delhi - Rajkot — Indore — Kolkata

(D) Chandigarh - Surat -
Bengaluru — Mumbai

23.

24.

Which two ancient Indian texts
have been inscribed in the
UNESCO’s Memory of the World
Register in 2025 ?

(A) Bhagvad Gita and Charak
Sambhita

(B) Bhagvad Gita and Natya
Shastra

(C) Bhagvad Gita and Ramayan

(D) Bhagvad Gita and Rigveda

Under the ‘Chief Election
Commissioner and other Election
Commissioners (appointment,
conditions of service and terms of
office) Act, 2023’ , who among the
following is not included in the
three-member Selection Committee
constituted to recommend the
name of India’s Chief Election
Commissioner ?

(A) The Prime Minister of India
(B) The Chief Justice of India

(C) The Leader of Opposition in
Lok Sabha

(D) A Union Cabinet Minister
nominated by the Prime
Minister



30. Which of the following statements

is/are correct about clean energy in
India in the year 2025 ?

1.

3.

4.

(A) Only 1
(C) Only 3

The installed capacity of
bioenergy has reached 11.61
Gigawatt.

The small hydro power
capacity has increased to 5.16
Gigawatt.

The large hydro power capacity
has reached 50.91 Gigawatt.
The installed capacity of solar
energy has reached 135.81
Gigawatt.

(B) Only 2

(D) All of the above

28. Arrange the following deficits given
in the Union Budget 2025-26 in
descending order of percentage of
Gross Domestic Product (GDP).

1.

ii.
1v.
(A)
(B)
(C)
(D)

Effective Revenue Deficit
Fiscal Deficit

Primary Deficit

Revenue Deficit

(), (i, (i), (iv)

(iv), (i), (ii), (i)

(i), (i), (iv), (i)

(ii), (iv), (iii), (1)



37. Which of the following products
was the first to get a Geographical
Indication (GI) tag in India ?

(A) Darjeeling Tea

38.

(B) Banarasi Saree
(C) Tirupati Laddu
(D) Blue Pottery of Jaipur

Arrange the following projects in

chronological order of their launch

in India.

1

Project Cheetah

2. Project Lion

3. Project Elephant
4. Project Tiger
Code :

(A) 1,2,3,4

B) 2,1,4,3

€ 3,2,1,4

(D) 4,3,2,1

41. In context of New Labour Code,
consider the following statements
and select the correct answer :

i

ii.

iii.

1v.

(A)
(B)
(C)
(D)

29 labour laws have been
codified into 4 labour codes.

Employers must provide all
workers above the age of

40 years with a free annual
health check up.

Review of minimum wage in
every S years.

Paid maternity leave of

24 weeks for women workers is
mandatory.

(i), (iti) and (iv)

(i), (ii) and (iii)

(i), (iii) and (iv)

(i), (ii) and (iv)



67.

Based on the Chhattisgarh Spg
District Level Progress Report 2023,
match the SDG goals in Column — |
with the top-performing districts in

Column - II.
Column -1
Goal 05
Goal 08
Goal 10
Goal 13
(1) (2
(A) (a) (b)
B) (b) (a)
(C) (¢ (b)
D) @ (o

2w op -

(b)

Column - 1
Kabirdham
Raipur
Bilaspur

Raigarh
(4)
(c)
(d)
(d)
(a)

63. Consider the following statements :
[. 75 Gram Panchayats
of Surajpur district in
Chhattisgarh declared as
child marriage free Gram
Panchayats.

. This achievement is the
outcome of district’s flagship
programme ‘healthy woman,
empowered families’.

Which of the statements given above
is/are correct ?

(A) Only (]

(B) Only (1)

(C) Both (I) and (])

(D) Neither (I) nor (1)



82. Which of the following statements
are not correct in the context of
P.M. KUSUM Scheme ?

i. This Scheme is to make the
agriculture sector diesel] free.

ii. A provision of Rs. 326 crore has
been made for this Scheme in
the current budget (2025-26) of
Chhattisgarh.

iii. The Central Government provides
subsidy upto 30% or 60% of the
total cost for this Scheme.

iv. Under this Scheme, Farmers
can install solar power plants to
2 MW on barren/fallow land.

(A) (i) and (iv) (B) (ij)and (iv)
(C) (i)and (iv) (D) (i) and (i)

81.

In the State Budget of Chhattisgarh
2025 - 26, the budget allocation
respectively for PM-JANMAN Road
Construction Yojana and Mukhya
Mantri Samagra Grameen Yojana was
(A) Rs. 500 Crores and

Rs. 200 Crores
(B) Rs. 3,200 Crores and

Rs. 5,500 Crores
(C) Rs. 875 Crores and

Rs. 738 Crores
(D) Rs. 3,500 Crores and

Rs. 1,850 Crores




92. What percentage of subsidy is given
to small marginal and other farmers
respectively for providing sprinkler
sets and drip systems under PMKSY ?
(A) 55% small marginal farmers,
45% other farmers

(B) 45% small marginal farmers,
55% other farmers

(C) 50% small marginal farmers,
40% other farmers

(D) 65% small marginal farmers,
55% other farmers



Word of the day

Peremptory:

offensively self-assured or given to exercising
usually unwarranted power; not allowing
contradiction or refusal

Synonymes: autocratic, bossy, dominating

Usa g€ He had a swaggering peremptory
manner.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/
peremptorypro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /paiemptaui/

X

Questions and Answers to the February 20
edition of the daily quiz: 1. Name the paper
published by Google researchers in 2017 that
introduced the Transformer architecture. Ans:
‘Attention Is All You Need’

2. Name the specialised processing units within
NVIDIA GPUs. Ans: Tensor Cores

3. Copilot grounds its LLM responses in
real-time web data by using this proprietary
orchestrator that connects to the Bing search
index. Ans: Prometheus

4. Name the Israeli-Canadian scientist who
co-invented AlexNet. Ans: Ilya Sutskever

5. Expand RNN and LSTM. Ans: Recurrent
Neural Networks and Long Short-Term
Memory networks

6. Define ‘hallucination’. Ans: The term for an
error when a LLM asserts a fabricated or
nonsensical piece of information as a fact
Visual: Name this young [ITM alumnus. Ans:
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Are you preparing for SSC Exams?
Want the right strategy to crack SSC in your first attemp?
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2025-26 GOMEQ
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GK GS Complete Course by Bhunesh Sir
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Watch Now
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Part-6 Governor & Com, High Court
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What you'll get
« Coverage of all major national and international events from January 2025 to March 2026

» 20 high-priority topics explained in depth so you can handle both factual and analytical questions
Topics to be Covered:
1. Government Schemes (Flagship + New Launches)
2. Budget & Taxation
3. Economic Indicators
4. Reports & Indices (India’s Rank)
5. International Affairs (India + Major Summits)
6. Science & Tech
7. Environment & Ecology
8. Polity & Constitution Updates
9. Awards & Honours
10. Sports
11. Banking & Financial Market
12. Defence
13. Appointments & Resignations
14. Books & Authors
15. Important Days & Themes
16. Government Committees
17. States in News
18. India Rankings & Lists
19. Sports + Govt Sports Schemes
20. Miscellaneous Must-Do

« All video lectures will be delivered in bilingual format (Hindi + English) to ensure clarity and comfort for
every learner.
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