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GK—-GS + COMPLETE CURRENT AFFAIRS 2025-26 o000 1499
COMBO BATCH

Suitable for UPSC Prelims, State PCS, SSC (CGL, CHSL, GD)
Banking, Railway, Defence, EPFO, IB, RRB NTPC, CET, RAS, and other similar exams. ..

You've saved 2 500

ENROLL NOW

. . Have a Coupon Code?
+ : e Applied successfully!

| What this combo includes | i

1. Complete GK~GS Course (Recorded)

200+ hours of content . S i Course Informaﬁon

2. Complete Current Affairs 2025-26 (Live Batch)
Current affairs from January 2025 to March 2026 ~ Team: Class24
20 high priority topics will be covered >

(Price - 29997~ 1999/- |

Enroll now to avail additional limited time early bird discount

(© validity: 12 Months
€ class24

¥ Course level: Beginners to Advance
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GK GS Complete Course by Bhunesh Sir

Computer Knowledge Physics Chemistry Biology Geography History Polity Economics Static GK

Part-6 Governor & Com, High Court Class-2

Watch Now

2024-06-21 5t 10:00 AM
Part-6 Governor & Com, High Court

Watch Now
2024-06-20) at 10:00 AM
Part-6 Governor & Com Class-2

Watch Now
2024-06-13 at 11:00 AM
Part-6 Governor § COM

Watch Now
2024-06-12 at 11:00 AM
Part-5 Supreme Court Class-2 & Part-6 Governor

Watch Now
2024-06-11 at 11:00 AM
Part-5 Supreme Court

Watch Now
2024-06-08 at 11:00 AM



What you'll get
« Coverage of all major national and international events from January 2025 to March 2026

» 20 high-priority topics explained in depth so you can handle both factual and analytical questions
Topics to be Covered:
1. Government Schemes (Flagship + New Launches)
2. Budget & Taxation
3. Economic Indicators
4. Reports & Indices (India’s Rank)
5. International Affairs (India + Major Summits)
6. Science & Tech
7. Environment & Ecology
8. Polity & Constitution Updates
9. Awards & Honours
10. Sports
11. Banking & Financial Market
12. Defence
13. Appointments & Resignations
14. Books & Authors
15. Important Days & Themes
16. Government Committees
17. States in News
18. India Rankings & Lists
19. Sports + Govt Sports Schemes
20. Miscellaneous Must-Do

« All video lectures will be delivered in bilingual format (Hindi + English) to ensure clarity and comfort for
every learner.
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Multi-disciplinary
team of experts to
‘define’ Aravallis
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WHAT THE NEW 100 M RULE MEANS

&

SHIELDED FROM MINING
RECOGNISED AS PART OF ARAVALLIS

NOT PHOTECTED
FROM MINING OR DEVELOPMENT




'BUREAUCRATIC DOMINANCE DILUTED ASSESSMENT

WHO WAS ON THE
MoEF TECHNICAL
PANEL

Chair

Tanmay Kumar |
Secretary, ministry of 5
environment, forest

and climate change
Convener e
Joint secretary, MoEF § l

State officials from

Rajasthan, Haryana, : i .
Delhi and Gujarat WHAT THE EXPERTS ARE SAYING

Statutory & technical  Bureaucratic | No geomorphologists, The 100m cut- | Environmentalists
bodies including dominance |ecologists, off ignores how | say technical
Central Empowered diluted conservation hill ranges and | legitimacy
Committee, scientific biologists or groundwater suffered due
Geological Survey assessment | hydrogeologists systems to lack of

of India and Forest of the which are critical for | actually independent
Survey of India Aravalis a fragile hill system | function scientists







e Supreme Court plan: expert team to “define” Aravallis + protect them
gUiH BIE B ANSTAT: 3R Bl “IRMTET” aa B 3R TRefvT 2q fadhuz én
e The Court intends to form a multi-disciplinary committee to define the Aravalli Range and
create a road map to regulate/stop permissible activities, including regulated mining in sensitive

areas.

B¢ gg-favaes Afffd ga1H: 3RTaw! Bt aRMTET 3R T80T A5AY AR &A1 aTedT &, ISR Jdgaefia
&= A fAdf3a w4 vt enfAdt 21

e Proposed mix: environmentalists, scientists, foresters, and special experts in regulated

mining (where legal permits exist).

afifd & gataroifag, danfAw, a fadwg sk AfAa @9 & fades enfia e



 Names to be suggested; committee to work under Supreme Court supervision
ATH T Bt BeT; JAfAfd JUta BIE 6 f[ARET 7 B Hait
e The Court asked the Additional Solicitor General (ASG) Aishwarya Bhati and amicus curiae
(Sr. Adv.) K. Parameshwar to suggest names.
BIC 4 TSI Beadf Hiet 3k T A (ass siftiadmn) &. RMeaR I 717 JSTH &I Ball
e Experts will work “under the umbrella” of the Supreme Court—direct supervision and control.
faeias guta oIE bl Hteft fATR a fAa=0Tr & B 63
 Why the Court stepped in again: dispute over the ‘definition’ of Aravalli
HIHAT R &RIY 3oT: 3RTdw! bt “aflRMTET” uR fddrg
e A prior judgment (dated Nov 20, 2025 as per the report) had upheld a Union government
definition—this triggered public concern about ecological safety.
RUIE & AR 20 AarR 2025 & AR B dg bl URMTST & HI=IdT fAett, {5 gafaRoflr R o farar
gal|
e That definition treated areas as Aravalli based on 100-metre elevation threshold (and related

hill-cluster criteria).

39 9T A 100 Hier 3Ha1s AT (3R UgTEt-THg HFEs) Bl 3MER 1T TR



e Key concern flagged: large parts may lose protection - risk of unregulated mining
& faar: 93 & TR&io1 @ 91k - fFdfFd a4 o1 sifEa
 The Court noted that in Rajasthan, only 1,048 out of 12,081 Aravalli hills would meet the 100-
metre threshold; lower ranges could be “stripped off” environmental protection.
BIE P AR A5RAM B Bt 12,081 1 A Baet 1,048 TgISAT 100 Hiez T R T Ia: areht &=l
TR&MUT TC AhdT &
e The Court viewed this as a significant regulatory lacuna in safeguarding Aravallis.
S 3RTAet JR&0T A gt fAamHds wHt /1471 77|
 Immediate order: no fresh/renewed mining leases without SC permission
dchTel 3TQ2I: JUTH BIC bl AT f§=T Fa1/adi-1pd a4 ugl &l
e A stay on the earlier judgment/working definition continues “until logical finality," to prevent

irreversible administrative/ecological actions.
"Aifdses ifaHaT” dos IR SR IR difds Big TIRad AT ToMAfAds [AATaRuT BweH 7 &l

e Fresh or renewed mining leases in the Aravalli region are barred without prior permission of

the apex court.

SRIet 81 B /At d @ U GiH BE B qd 3Afa & T fddfed &



Theme

Aravalli
basics

Extent &
states

Highest
point

Eco-role

Key facts (English)

One of the oldest fold mountain ranges
(very ancient geology). Runs roughly NE—
SW across NW India.

Associated with the Delhi Ridge in the
north and stretches through Rajasthan
into Gujarat (general extent).

Guru Shikhar (Mount Abu) is commonly
cited as the highest peak of Aravallis.

Acts as a barrier influencing
desertification trends, local climate,
runoff, groundwater recharge; supports
dry deciduous ecosystems.

®E ¥ STHindi) Exam angle

TKLTTR 4BIC 36' WWW‘
UEI’J Geography: “oldest
TSR [i! & E e W & foldgmoF:nYcam
PRI TRk W a TR
T MR < direction, location

PO T D RS

&-UEI'W & Welo o BHidh]

W Y 5 WY WU ©5 SBiE gﬂuaeijc?jr?:d
STeRaE CevEnTs
REOIR 5% G0 e Fhe BE o oo

LY STekEE S FF TER a3ice UE

Environment +
Geography
integration

TEfURS TR, F%d = KR  EFM
5 o WiaeT €Y S, BF
EXEIE ThBhPBR o 39 S %S



Mining can cause habitat loss, dust
pollution, groundwater depletion,
and landscape fragmentation; hence
strict regulation is often invoked.

Mining issues

Suo motu = court takes cognizance on

Key legal . . .
yles its own. Amicus curiae = court-
concepts . .
appointed helper to assist.
Wh A legal/administrative “definition” can
”deZinition” decide what area gets environmental
protection, permissions, and mining
matters

restrictions.

Quantitative Rajasthan figure cited: 1,048 of
hook from the 12,081 hills meeting the 100 m
report threshold (as per the article).

¢SS @ S3AAg MC, $H STBY,
Waw sraazr«slssaaam
TPRIS S T IRTS =TS

Environment,
governance

STUERS STSuo motu) = T STH
VR &°3dss PRAS ¢ TR Y s Polity/legal terms
59 GUERTS UBRIGS

TRERET oI STERE SIS o &
FIRIERET SHIeR OTR WO [ 7T 0
S SUT YU GSY £ WHE wwes a-eton

Policy impact

SEESAT ? RECET TR S 19512,081 W
1,048 gupEiag 100 F—EEEI’ TEESE  Data-based prelims
T Gtk EEE U




Exam

UPSC CSE
(Prelims)

UPSC CSE
(Prelims)

State PSC
(Prelims)

SSC
(CGL/CHSL)

Banking
(PO/Clerk)

Railways
(RRB)

NDA/CDS

Year (Date)

Various years
(Date varies)

Various years
(Date varies)

Various years
(Date varies)

Various years
(Date varies)

Various years
(Date varies)

Various years
(Date varies)

Various years
(Date varies)

Question (paraphrased)

Aravalli Range is best described as: young fold / old fold /
block mountain / volcanic?

Which direction does the Aravalli generally extend?

Guru Shikhar is located in: Aravalli / Vindhya / Satpura /
Himalaya

“Suo motu” in legal context means: on one’s own motion /
appeal / review / ordinance

“Amicus curiae” refers to: court’s friend assisting / accused
/ witness / prosecutor

Aravallis are mainly found in: Rajasthan & adjoining regions
/ NE India / Coastal India

Environmental impact of unregulated mining is least likely
to include: groundwater depletion / habitat loss / dust /
increased rainfall

Answer (key)

Old fold mountain range / ssicgs
A T IAPRKATI

NE-SW / &I oo TR

Aravalli (Mount Abu) / RTLRE
SREEF © BH

On its own motion / S@T&?ﬁ

Court-appointed helper / S5 3
GUERIS

Rajasthan & adjoining regions /
S A © gEdg

Increased rainfall (least likely) / AS3



= A Y r

Q. Consider the following statements about the Supreme Court action on Aravallis (as per the given
news report):
U4, 3RTdcll IR GUH BIE Bl BRarg & AgH A [+ Bl iR f[aaR SIS (3T T8 IJH™R & 3TAR):

1. The Supreme Court proposed a multi-disciplinary expert committee to define the Aravalli Range and

prepare a protection road map.
JH BIE A 3RTA! bl TRUTST T JR&I0T ASHY 2] dg-faves AfAfd o1 y=dra 3=
2. The Court barred fresh or renewed mining leases in the Aravalli region without prior permission of the
apex court.
BIC A 3Rt &7 | JUTH BIC b1 gd AT T[T Tg/TdlHlgpd T4 ugl W= A ds|
3. The Court held that all Aravalli hills in Rajasthan satisfy the 100-metre elevation threshold.
BIC A Bgl fos AR bt It 3RTTelt TgIfedr 100 HieR HHES T HRl &

Which of the above statements are correct?

IR A A BIH-3 B &l 82

A) 1 and 2 only / &de 131k 2
B) 2 and 3 only / dde 2 3R 3
C) 1and 3 only /&aa 131k 3
D)1,2and 3/1,23Rk3
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Mozambican rights
activist to get Indira
Gandhi Peace Prize

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Mozambican rights activist
and humanitarian Graca
Machel has been selected
for the Indira Gandhi Prize
for Peace, Disarmament
and Development for
2025, the Indira Gandhi
Memorial Trust an-
nounced on Wednesday.

The decision was taken
by an international jury
chaired by former National
Security Adviser Shivshan-
kar Menon.

Ms. Machel was chosen
for her “path-breaking
work” in the fields of edu-
cation, health and nutri-
tion, economic empower-
ment and humanitarian
action, carried out under
difficult circumstances, the
Trust said in a statement.

Graca Machel

The award carries a
cash prize of %1 crore along
with a citation and a
trophy.

Describing her as a dis-
tinguished African states-
woman and human rights
advocate, the trust said Ms.
Machel’s life’s work has
been rooted in the struggle
for self-determination and
the protection of vulnera-
ble communities.




Mozambican rights activist and humanitarian Graga Machel has been selected for the Indira Gandhi
Prize for Peace, Disarmament and Development (2025). he pioneer +1

AIFFE P &t HFAIEBR BRIGAT d AT TERIdr 3 et AT HIdd b1 3fe:r miedt 2rifd, fAreiswor g fasra
QRIBR (2025) b fdQ FATTRITRT  he pioneer +

The announcement was made by the Indira Gandhi Memorial Trust; the decision was taken by an
international jury chaired by Shivshankar Menon. The pioneer +

g "yuT gf&R0 il ARRTe g A &t II= &1 ([AuTy felaeics A (31ea8f) bl e &IAT dTeil ARTSEIRT 331
A fAAATI  The Pioneer +

She was chosen for “path-breaking work"” in education, health & nutrition, economic empowerment

(especially of women/vulnerable groups) and humanitarian service in challenging conditions.

The Pioneer +1

32 Pfed ufRfeifaat & foranm Tmred g uivvur, amfefe A2faddor (fa2tud: afgansi/aasik anf or) ik
Hﬂ?ﬂ'q Wﬁm ?.b"f?—f g@ quTMTI The Pioneer +1

The award carries 21 crore along with a citation and a trophy. he pioneer +1

TRIPR H 31 m & 1 YRfId-ux (Citation) 3ﬁ? E‘ﬁﬁ onfAe §| The Pioneer +1



Topic

Award identity

Year started

Jury (important)

Recent awardees (high-yield)

Why asked in exams

Key facts (English)

Also known as Indira Gandhi Prize /
Indira Gandhi Peace Prize; awarded by
Indira Gandhi Memorial Trust.
(indiragandhi.in)

Conferred since 1986. (Indian National
Congress)

The Jury is chaired by Shivshankar
Menon (as listed by the Trust site).
(indiragandhi.in)

2024: Michelle Bachelet; 2023: Daniel
Barenboim & Ali Abu Awwad; 2022:
India’s Covid Warriors (IMA & Trained
Nurses Association of India); 2021
Pratham; 2020: Not awarded.
(indiragandhi.in)

Asked as: awarding body, start year,
objective (peace—disarmament-
development), recent awardee, prize
amount. (indiragandhi.in)

W =T STHindi)

%WWFWW?
EW BUWSET s SU- o<icd Ui Bheed
UoRE SBRAIS o8 RIS ded g
Hlndlragandhl.ln)

1986 & st I o YOH U
Slindian National Congress)

h FEE ST R EE ST 2o
EASKEY 1?‘? U¥E Slindiragandhi.in)

2024% R [acgess; 2023%
TP AT IWEE;IREI'SIQ e R AR Odc,;
2022 FHEC 55 TPAE TRIAIMA ST
Trained Nurseshsgoaatlon) 2021:

s, 2020 SURPEAT UIS
Sindiragandhi.in)

EERosT 852 SEich BRIV %5 Fie o,
BES ¢ AH &ED STCHE-
'Wﬂ'dEE‘EIT wgl', WW
WE’ Gﬂndlragandhl in)



https://indiragandhi.in/en/awardees
https://indiragandhi.in/en/awardees
https://inc.in/congress-sandesh/others/indira-gandhi-prize-for-peace-disarmament-and-development-1?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://inc.in/congress-sandesh/others/indira-gandhi-prize-for-peace-disarmament-and-development-1?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://indiragandhi.in/en/awardees
https://indiragandhi.in/en/awardees
https://indiragandhi.in/en/awardees
https://indiragandhi.in/en/awardees
https://indiragandhi.in/en/awardees
https://indiragandhi.in/en/awardees

Q. Consider the following statements about the Indira Gandhi Prize for Peace, Disarmament and
Development (as per the news):
ued. gfér mieit 2rifd, fAREH0T g fadhRT RREBR (THER & ATIAR) R A HET IR fadar Hifs:

1. Graga Machel has been selected for the Indira Gandhi Prize for Peace, Disarmament and

Development for 2025.
T HId W 1 2025 & foig gfer mieh oiifd, fAvetas?or g fabry qpR eq g1 T & |
2. The selection was made by an international jury chaired by Shivshankar Menon.

T feraeich A ol e&MAT aToit ARSI 531 A fopaT|

3. The award carries 225 lakh along with a citation and a trophy.

qRIBR A 225 @RI &b A1 YRA-UF 3R gith! oNfAd gl

Which of the statements given above are correct?

IR B A BH-3 B Jel 87

A) 1 and 2 only / Fad 1 37R 2
B) 2 and 3 only / &de 2 3R 3
C) 1and 3 only / &da 1 37R 3
D)1,2and 3/1, 23k 3
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Trump’s Greenland quest unravels NATO and EU ties

BATA BFOINT ]

ut a pelen
nhml vo- « u nnn un

w wh
mmu-u Aportant for nitonil
t? could undernmine ywars of
|| -( momu:v with #tr lurgest
tvastor - the

orkd [avee
Hasiaw, NA’I‘(I

A M Tromp (e
Wil |ln|n-. 0N i
AN A OPAR CountEles - Dua-
ek, Mo way, Xwedun, (e UK.,

Veandv, Slarmany,
landa, and ¥
o
10 il ﬂ’h‘l thin wotM Ireane (o
i "

Pt with Winshinghon,

WIEH wn Wl (TR At e
wall, Dhenimirkos Prime Minister

Frihit dhawin vt 1 R

aie IM KU boabors aiv

e A BARON ek
ko Mm O L T o
l

Trump clalme il take
Grvankad

Tous ke, oonitd Tiawe & Hich
ol eftect.

v

L300 gl fraide
W the KU

por

W EanE could

wards l.hlml. nlrndy ih- I\
e Ay vy

§ INOARLIT® o0 Kl
1 ppowty 0N Truth
PR nnwuu Carventand e pare

al lh o T uimavtthod the NATO

‘tor thax oyl
" 51 Poad 14O%. OF NAYOYS Conh

Alliance on thin ice

0 AT i TP 0000 0 o 1000 000 GOS0 A ot o L it 1 g1 A

NG €018 i 11 3 et
oo

iy 3008

[ rrr— Yoo s ),
Howwver, by clatimiig (o make
munhnd p-n of thw uu "-\ wne
ke’ ARty ':u-
wa Alenificaidy  under
-mn-&m rraty and the Eur
g reghon, whiieh okl -umn
s

cunt U, milivi
Mr Trimyg farigent hio
nldln, way g i b
of tha world for IM l-hml "
To Toust o o L1 s DA o
TIAL WA sdoad Chat
Wihin the land, the Ml!uM

o al

[t

011 e 41

Virvp
v 3 ot

rather be with the lmnh’i
Kingdom than become n part of
A

et 8 T st oo

Ry

P 10 take o poviscal pallying | the o
v blsckamnding. Tan [
Vror Inwtance, irench Predent
L N e by -
al v ety dered
(G L wiveh wil S -
LM adcons T e B .
" Al ke ol
Al Aala i

Banldon, Gresnlandeie’ choke
akay WD 1he Danisl Kiijdom

endibiee
wowihe (i & Y

P
oom

Ao

.

[ —
winars

0 Thewni widvm iy Ahomns

PROM THE ARCIHHIVENS
@he 50007 Piindu.
FIEY YEARS ABO  JANUANY 22, 14 te

Gulf controversy over
new name subsides

Now Dol
nlul I 1l

—l,nlmnq Araly

iary A Therw s Consbdosubibe
CHAK Eh Ao Tl

boh Ve o T
Porniian CGulf Is bolng nmk‘l\ly lnﬂhd whho«l
"ualmmlnu M ot i

o e AL

e oo tlon
he Ahll GO by giving
" rno-chnwlul-;lr own w0 1o i, ml‘y the

arv reporiucl 1o Havy iasieud Iran ek the
Minbtses mieating acied Wit Inmriictions
o "0

il Iy nF ey -.um- The b
i 1 s thians b voon
Mun MInkter wis able m nmlify llv l»lnw

by e ol -ml Alab cmmmu of the uulr
rogon,

A HUN
Colng

Laraho IIVIII"? Jlmu'

D YEARE AGO
»for Irish free state
onlilon will have

"' -nlly et
ov lmllunwfn Ao B

JANUANY 33, 1N3R

wond fravtional value o
ONAIAL Of 7 Inl ot fiw wtver anc

intrinsicully not bl than IiNUIh
otk Bt thy un'lln‘ Dale of the
L. Britiah n?cl will ssll be

rathes than tie UK, can be atio:
Ited 10 virious 4

" Ol s whiendey siver
kv will b lmuch EG 4 L) T Cave OF
W frica.

South Al




I DATA POINT

Sambavi Parthasarathy

n 1946, the U.S, put a price on

Greenland for the first time.

The country’s then-president,
Harry Truman, offered Denmark
$100 million in gold, which Co-
penhagen refused. More than half
a century later, Donald Trump,
another U.S. president, has dou-
bled down on his quest for US.
control of Greenland. But this
time, the stakes are much higher.

Data show that Mr. Trump
Greenland endeavour, which he
considers important for national
security, could undermine years of
U.S. diplomacy with its largest
trade partner and investor — the
EU — and has also unsettled the
world’s longstanding military al-
liance, NATO,

Last weekend, Mr. Trump threa-
tened to impose a 10% tariff on
eight European countries — Den-
mark, Norway, Sweden, the UK.,
France, Germany, the Nether-
lands, and Finland - when they
opposed his quest for Greenland.
He also said this would increase to
25% by June 1 until a deal is
reached with Washington.

With an ally turning against it-
self, Denmark’s Prime Minister

Mette Frederiksen noted that "Eu-
rope won't be blackmailed”. Re-
ports state that EU leaders are
mulling over a 93 billion euro
($107.7 billion) package of tariffs on
U.S. imports and are considering
deploying the ‘trade bazooka’ — a
term used to describe the EU's
plan to take on political bullying
and

For instance, French President
Emmanuel Macron had already
called for the Anti-Coercion Instru-
ment (ACI), which will restrict the
U.S.s access to the European mar-
ket in terms of imports, invest-
ment, and even corporations.
Ironically, the Bazooka idea was
officially introduced in 2023 after
Lithuanian goods were blocked by
China, the very country that Mr.

Trump claims will take over
Greenland

This ripple could have a much
larger effect,

The EU is the U.S/s largest trade
partner, and the U.S. is the EU's
biggest export partner. But escalat-
ing tariffs could tip the scales to-
wards China, already the biggest
source of the EU’s imports (Chart
1). Europe is also the US’s largest
investor, accounting for over 50%
of all FDlinto the country. It is also
the largest recipient of U.S. FDI,
which could take a hit if ACI is de-
ployed (Chart 2).

The escalating pressure on Eu-
rope, including his posts on Truth
Social showing Greenland as part
of the U.S,, has unsettled the NATO
allies, The U.S., one of the found-
ing members of NATO, is obliged
to protect Greenland, which is a
part of NATO under Denmark.

Individual defence spending
aside, the U.S. has made contribu-
tions to the organisation amount-
ing to at least 15% of NATO's com-
mon budget each year (Chart 3).

However, by claiming to make
Greenland part of the U.S. "in one
way or the other”, President
Trump has significantly under-
mined the Treaty and the Euro-
pean region, which holds signifi-
cant U.S. military bases,

Mr. Trump has defended his
claim, saying it is in the best inter-
ests of the world for the island to
be part of the U.S., but data show
that it is a deal that no one wants.

Within the island, the inhabi-
tants have already contended that
they'd rather be with the Danish
kingdom than become a part of
the U.S. A poll conducted by Ver-
ian last year showed that 85% op-
pose leaving the Danish Kingdom
to be part of the U.S.

Data also show that more than
54% Americans do not support the
U.S. taking over Greenland, across
all political affiliations — Demo-
crats and Republicans.

Besides, Greenlanders' choice
to stay with the Danish Kingdom
rather than the U.S. can be attri-
buted to various factors (Chart 4).



Alliance on thinice

The data for the charts were sourced from Eurostat, OECD factsheets, and the U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis

Chart 1: China and the U.S.'s share in the EU’'s monthly imports and exports (in %)
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from January 2020 to August 2025 period. Data show that the EU is the U.S.'s largest
trade partner, and the U.S. is the EU's biggest export partner
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Chart 2: Europe's share of United State's total outward and inward Foreign direct investment
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Chart 4: The chart compares the U.S. and Denmark across various select social factors
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Chart 3: Contribution by member
states to NATO's common budget. The
U.S/'s contributions to the common
budget amounted to at least 15% in
the latest year
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Chart 3: Contribution by member
states to NATO’s common budget. The
U.S’’s contributions to the common
budget amounted to at least 15% in
the latest year

: : U.S.
15% 1 (Figuresin %)
10% H
® Germany is the
only other member
state with share
similar to the U.S.
5% - ||
0% --[T'rTTTT'F““““.I'II'“
Others

® The chart above only shows
the cost sharing arrangements
for NATO’s Civil Budget, Military
Budget and Security Investment
Programme. This does not
include defence spending by
individual member states. The

da

ta refers to the arrangement

valid from 1 January, 2026 to 31

De

cember, 2027




- Geopolitical Tensions, Capital Outflows Weigh On Currency

“Another day, another low for
'Re against S amid turbulence

Tinves News NeTwWoORK

Mumbai: The rupee on
Wednesday closed at 9170
against the dollar, down 72
paise from Tuesday's close
of 90.98, as global bond mar-
ket weakness, geopolitical
tensions and persistent cap-
ital outflows weighed on
sentiment, pushing the cur-
rency to a fresh all-time in-
traday low of 91.74.

The currency weakened
steadily through the ses-
sion, marking its sixth con-
secutive day of losses and
the sharpest single-day fall
in nearly two months. The
rupee hasdeclined about 2%
so far this month. Dealers
said that RBI intervention
was intermittent and was
not seen defending any par-
ticularlevel.

A global bond selloff
amid US and European
Union tensions kept risk ap-
petite weak and raised con-
cerns over capital outflows,
while the absence of dollar
supply support in the mar-
ketadded todownward pres-
sure. Economist Madan Sab-
navis of Bank of Baroda
said therupeehasdepreciat-
ed about 7% in a year, well
above the 10-year average
fall of 3.1%. The current sit-
uationisunusual fortheRBI

90.98 TO 9L.7/$ IN A DAY, SHARPEST FALL IN 2 MONTHS

Dollar 85.6 91.7
Euro 885 107.4
Pound 107.2 123.0
Yen 54.6 58.0

> Persistent equity outflows, > RBI eased forex

RBI's Forex Intervention ($ bn)

Purchase of §

strong hedging demand intervention in Nov ‘25, sale of §

from importers, further trimming net spot $ sales 5%

depreciation expectations o $9.7 bn compared to E , »
continue to drag the 2 down  $11.8 bn in Oct 25 1n02A sf,a‘,';zsm V2>
as their spot dollar sales di- showed it eased forex inter- said Sabnavis.

rectly affect liquidity, vention in Nov 2025, trim- Market participants said

prompting the RBItorelyon
buy-sell swaps instead.

“With geopolitical is-
sues deteriorating and no
sign of any rollback in US
tariffs on India’s exports-
—rather, talk of an addi-
tional 25% levy linked to
trade with Iran—the rupee
willremain under pressure.
Atthesametime, foreignin-
vestors have continued to
sell Indian equities, with
net outflows of about $3.5
billion in Jan. In these cir-
cumstances, the rupee is
unlikely to strengthen mea-
ningfully except through
RBI intervention," said KN
Dey aforex consultant.

Meanwhile RBI data

ming net spot dollar sales to
$9.7billioncompared to $11.8
billion in Oct. Despite such
highsales, risinggold valua-
tions have cushioned the hit
to reserves. In Nov RBI spot
operations saw $14.4 billion
in purchases against $24.1
billion in sales, yielding net
sales of $9.7 billion, or Rs
85,402 crore, at an implied
rateof ~Rs87.9adollar.
“The positive conse-
gquence of the rupee’s move-
ment is the export advan-
tage at a time when we still
face a 50% tariff in the USA.
However, continued depre-
ciation also increases un-
certainty for corporates and
can lead to greater caution,”

persistent equity outflows
and stronger hedging de-
mand from importers, amid
expectations of further de-
preciation, continued to
weigh on the currency
While India’s current ac-
count deficit remains man-
ageable, weak capital in-
flows have left the rupee vul-
nerable to external shocks.
Indian equities fell 0.3%
on the day, extending losses
after their steepest drop in
more than eight months in
the previous session. For-
eign investors have pulled
out about 83 billion from In-
dian equities so far in Jan,
following record outflows of
nearly $19 billion in 2025.



e Rupee hit a fresh low vs US$ amid weak sentiment

SUAT US$ &b HBTIr AT f[ATel TR WR, I15TR RO BHSIR
 Wednesday close: 91.70/$, down 72 paise from Tuesday's ¥90.98/$; intraday low 91.74/$.

gEaR B dg: ¥91.70/$, HT@AR & 290.98/$ F 72 4 BHIIR; Sg1-8 @ T91.74/$|

e |t marked the 6th consecutive day of losses and the sharpest single-day fall in ~2 months;

rupee ~2% down so far this month.
JE AAMAR 6di fiRTae a1 faq 3871 3k B3d 2 HElH) & Jad a3 Uah-Eadiy fiRiae; 53 7elA 319 d&b
~2% fRIaC |
e Main reasons highlighted in the report
RO1E A 91T T YHZ BROT
e Global bond market weakness + geopolitical tensions + persistent capital outflows weighed

on sentiment.

dfedes di-s AIdhe BHSIRL + WRISTHIfd® a1 + adR Y31t fAwrit 3 gama|

e Dealers said RBI intervention was intermittent, and it wasn't seen defending any particular level.

Stold & AR RBI &1 838U Beh-Bhdhr 2T; fhat TR IR bl 8T I A8l feit|




e Capital outflows + hedging demand added pressure
Ysit fAeRit + &f 7T A gara gern
e Persistent equity outflows and stronger hedging demand from importers supported

depreciation expectations.
sfaact @ @R fAeRi 3R RTdd! 6t AsTgd efs 7T 3 3R BHART B 3+ Fat

e Indian equities fell 0.3% on the day; foreign investors pulled out about $3 billion so far in Jan,
after record outflows of ~$19 billion in 2025 (as per the report).

39 fa sfadet 0.3% fRY:; 3Ha3t & 31 dd ~$3 fafeaq fAwrt, 2025 7 ~$19 fafead Rais 33wl
& 91g (RIS 31AR) |

¢ RBI's forex intervention cues (spot market) mentioned

RBI & R 838U (Wic) b JAdbd

e RBIreportedly eased intervention in Nov 2025, trimming net spot $ sales to $9.7 bn vs $11.8

bnin Oct 2025.
RUYE & 3r7IR Nov 2025 ® RBI A gxd&IU &H fodT; Ae Wie $ Ad $9.7 bn (Oct 2025 A $11.8 bn) |

e Nov spot operations: $14.4 bn purchases vs $24.1 bn sales - net sales $9.7 bn, about

285,402 crore at implied ~¥87.9/$.
Nov ® Iie 3iTaR2M: $14.4 bn T3S 41 $24.1 bn fasht > Ae fdht $9.7 bn, M 85,402 &S,

SHHTSs ~387.9/$1



Exam-use angle

Depreciation vs
Devaluation

Why capital outflows
weaken currency

Hedging & import
demand

RBI intervention
channels

Sterilisation (very
asked)

NEER vs REER

Trade impact

“Manageable CAD but
weak inflows”

Key fact (English)
Depreciation = market-driven fall in currency value

(floating/managed float). Devaluation = official
lowering under fixed/pegged regime.

Foreign investors sell assets - demand for dollars
rises = local currency weakens.

Importers hedge future payments - extra dollar
demand in forwards/spot = pressure on currency.

RBI can use spot sales/purchases, forwards, and
swaps; heavy spot sales can tighten rupee liquidity
(hence swaps/OMOs are used).

“Sterilisation” commonly means neutralising liquidity

impact of forex intervention using Open Market
Operations (OMOs).

NEER = basket-based nominal value; REER adjusts for
inflation differentials; used to judge competitiveness.

Weak rupee can help exports (price competitiveness)

but raises import bill, especially crude; can add to
inflation.

Even if Current Account Deficit (CAD) is manageable,

weak capital inflows can still make currency
vulnerable to shocks.

W ¥ STHindi)

Depreciation (3G SURH TG H ool

© ¥k, Devaluation (EEI?EEIE'QW SAH

SHY SR AV Pl EUI??F s

Fece AL S F3dce SHS N - KR Sa WK
09ce B - TSI el SIToSHhE

Sides UBRU SHes ON - 3ERIE WkF OYee UH -
WE—”J DEISE

RBI |35, OCUSS &F & UbE SY §3 oF 07 &
% A56 BHEPHES 2 I B U5

“Sterilisation” 3d R ogfh (e UbF & 0%
IR 7 OMO TAFPFbE STSS

NEER SReREE, @ESHE ; REER EBFHqoegH ¢
PICIRHES o 3T FESeS §

S SEIT AT BT Wee, T S TWe AT
SPRICSES Y 3 3T SISt [1%ciod], TOWGE TS

CAD R o UG de e AT SRkl U &
W [k © sSSHSS e ehBETCads




Consider the following statements (based on the given news):

A weEl R fdar $IfEi (ST TT IHRIR & 38R WR):

1. The rupee closed at 291.70/$, weaker by 72 paise from the previous close of 290.98/$.
FUAT ¥91.70/$ IR €5 g3 3R fIsa dg ¥90.98/$ T 72 4 HHIR &
2. The report links the rupee’s fall mainly to global bond market weakness, geopolitical tensions, and
persistent capital outflows.
fXa1E & fiRrae & Wi BRUT dedd dis BHSA, WRISTHdd d41d, 3R it fAerit gamg g &
3. The report says RBI increased its net spot dollar sales in Nov 2025 compared to Oct 2025.
RUYE & 317AR Nov 2025 & RBI 4 Oct 2025 ! T | A¢ e Sl feshl g@Ts |

Which statements are correct?

BH-3 BT Tl &7

A) 1 and 2 only / dae 1 3iR 2
B) 2 and 3 only / ad 2 3R 3
C) 1and 3 only / &da 13iR 3

)
)
)
D)1,2and 3/1, 23R 3



 Bengaluru 2nd most congested
Clty globally, Pune Sth Report ‘

Suchith.Kidiyoor
@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: No surprises
here: Bengaluru has emerged
as the second most congested
city in the world in 2025. Mexi-
co city is the most congested,
shows data from latest Tom-
Tom Traffic Index, the annual
analysis of global traffic

trends and commuting beha-

viour. OtherIndiancitiesinlist
of top-20 congested cities are
Pune (5th) and Mumbai (18th).
The report, which strikes
a chord with traffic-weary
Bengalureans, comes at a
time when the Karnataka
govt is promoting the city on
global platforms as the ‘city
of the future’. Bengaluru was
the sixth most congested city
in 2023 and the third in 2024.
The report says average
speed duringrush hourinBen-

lﬁG.ROAD

SARJAPURA
TAVAREKFRE

CHOCK-A-BLOCK

galuru in 2025 was 13.9kmph,
which isone kmph slowerthan
in 2024. Ditto with time taken
to travel a distance of 10km: it
was 36 minutes and nine sec-
onds (two minutes and four
seconds more than in 2024).
The congestion level (average
additional time lost to traffic
by motorists) was 74.4%,
some1.7% more than in 2024.

With regard to the time
lostduringrush hour per year
(referring to average time
spent doing 10km trip twice a
day during peak hours), the
report pegged it at168 hours.

Trailing Bengaluru on the
congestion front was Dublin in
Ireland. Pune’s average speed
was 18kmph, while Mumbai
moved a bit faster at 20.8kmph.



Item

Global rank (2025)

India in top-20

Bengaluru rush-hour speed (2025)
Bengaluru 10 km travel time (2025)
Bengaluru congestion level (2025)
Bengaluru annual time lost (peak)
Pune average speed

Mumbai average speed

Value

Bengaluru #2; Pune #5; Mexico City #1
Pune #5; Mumbai #18

13.9 kmph

36 min 9 sec

74.4%

168 hours

18 kmph

20.8 kmph
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Table:2: Regional Population and their share
to India’s Population, 1971-2011

1971 2011 T o QUL L)
North 663 (12.) 169.0(14.0) 23
Central 1676(30.6) 4021332) | 2.2
Eastern . 805(147) | 1663(137) | 1.8
Western | 773141 | 1734043) | 2.0
Southern 136.7(24.9) 2654.4(21.0) 1.6
North Eastern | 19.83.6) |  45.8(3.8) 21

548.0 (100.0) 1211.0 (100.0)



Figure 2: Population Pyramid for India, 2011 and 2051

B Male
® Female

| Maule
M I'cmale

2
R’ =
= e
e 5
e, g
-~
80 60 40 20 0O 20 40 60 80 80 60 40 20 0 20 40 60 80

Population in million [2011] Population in million [2051]



critical Orbital Return Flight Experiment
(OREX).



Comparison of Global Leaders vs. India (2026):

Feature

Recovery
Method

Reuse
Record

Main Vehicl

Cost per kg
to LEO

Primary Goal

Global Status (SpaceX / Blue Origin)

Vertical T ff i ing (VTVL): Uses retro-propulsion

(firing engines downward) to land on a pad or drone ship.

Mature & Operational: Boosters (Falcon 9) are routinely reused
30+ times. Starship is moving toward 100% reusability.

Falcon 9 & Starship: Reliable workhorse fleet. Starship is the
world’s first fully reusable heavy-lift vehicle.

Highly Competitive: Approximately $1,500 — $2,700 due to high
launch cadence and mass recovery.

Commercial Dominance & Deep Space: Focus on Mars

colonization, Starlink, and private space tourism.

India Status (ISRQ)
Winged Body (Spaceplane) & Retro-propulsion: Uses a glider design

(Pushpak) for horizontal runway landings; retro-propulsion is planned for the
NGLV.

Experimental & Testing: Successful LEX (Landing Experiment) series
completed in 2024-25. No orbital stage has been reused yet.

Pushpak (RLV-TD) & NGLV: Pushpak is a technology demonstrator; the Next
Generation Launch Vehicle (NGLV) is the future reusable workhorse.

Targeting Efficiency: Currently higher; however, ISRO aims for a 10x reduction
in costs once the RLV/NGLYV is operational.

Strategic Autonomy; Focus on Aatmanirbhar space access, the Bharatiya
Antariksh Station,and cost-effective commercial launches.



UAE — Telangana Net-
/ero Smart City Project



Exam Focus Area Key Facts (English + Hindi together) Extra Added Facts for Exam

UAE & Telangana Partner for Net-Zero Smart City Project | ?,'Ff? ¥  Can be asked as international cooperation + climate

ST 57 5 TUTEATE 56 SIS action

Telangana often appears in federalism & urban
governance questions

News Title

Indian State Involved Telangana

Foreign Partner

United Arab Emirates UAE is India’s top FDI & strategic partner in West Asia
Country
Project Name Bharat Future City | Wfﬂ:ﬂ'ﬂf% First Net-Zero Greenfield Smart City of India
Nature of City Net-Zero, Greenfield, Smart City | ?W ZecU&T , ndsI®Bse  Greenfield = built on undeveloped land
Why in News International backing secured after talks at World Economic Forum WEF venue = Davos (frequently asked)
Key Indian Leader A. Revanth Reddy, Telangana delegation head He is the Chief Minister of Telangana (2023-)
Key UAE Leader Abdulla bin Touq Al Marri, UAE Minister of Economy & Tourism UAE economy ministry often drives infrastructure

diplomacy

Davos Talks & Strategic Understanding | SI3%E Kicais U U S@f3

Forum of Agreement TECA

WEF Davos = informal but high-impact diplomacy

Exam Utility International relations + Environment + Urbanisation High probability for Prelims statement-based MCQs



Main Objective

Sectoral Focus

Unique Feature

Economic Vision

Type of
Cooperation

Governance
Confirmation
Climate Dimension
Urban Planning

Model

Comparative
Relevance

Develop a world-class global urban centre

Large-scale infrastructure & urban development

India’s first Net-Zero Greenfield Smart City

Pillar of Telangana’s long-term economic strategy

International collaboration between State + Foreign
Nation

Telangana CMO officially confirmed joint development

Focus on Net-Zero & Sustainability

Smart city with global standards

Similar to UAE projects like Masdar City

Focus on sustainability + economic growth

Linked with SDG-11 (Sustainable Cities)

Net-Zero = Carbon emissions = Carbon
absorption

Telangana aims to become $3 trillion
economy by 2047

Example of sub-national diplomacy (State-
level MoUs)

Important for administrative credibility

Aligns with India’s Net-Zero 2070 target

May be linked with AMRUT / Smart Cities
Mission

Masdar = world’s early net-zero city
experiment



GK—-GS + COMPLETE CURRENT AFFAIRS 2025-26 o000 1499
COMBO BATCH

Suitable for UPSC Prelims, State PCS, SSC (CGL, CHSL, GD)
Banking, Railway, Defence, EPFO, IB, RRB NTPC, CET, RAS, and other similar exams. ..

You've saved 2 500

ENROLL NOW

. . Have a Coupon Code?
+ : e Applied successfully!

| What this combo includes | i

1. Complete GK~GS Course (Recorded)

200+ hours of content . S i Course Informaﬁon

2. Complete Current Affairs 2025-26 (Live Batch)
Current affairs from January 2025 to March 2026 ~ Team: Class24
20 high priority topics will be covered >

(Price - 29997~ 1999/- |

Enroll now to avail additional limited time early bird discount

(© validity: 12 Months
€ class24

¥ Course level: Beginners to Advance



@ Class24 *,"“ s Home Exams -  Current Affairs Buyacourse v Blog LiveTest Scholarship Test TestSeries v  Aboutus

GK GS Complete Course by Bhunesh Sir

Computer Knowledge Physics Chemistry Biology Geography History Polity Economics Static GK

Part-6 Governor & Com, High Court Class-2

Watch Now

2024-06-21 5t 10:00 AM
Part-6 Governor & Com, High Court

Watch Now
2024-06-20) at 10:00 AM
Part-6 Governor & Com Class-2

Watch Now
2024-06-13 at 11:00 AM
Part-6 Governor § COM

Watch Now
2024-06-12 at 11:00 AM
Part-5 Supreme Court Class-2 & Part-6 Governor

Watch Now
2024-06-11 at 11:00 AM
Part-5 Supreme Court

Watch Now
2024-06-08 at 11:00 AM



What you'll get
« Coverage of all major national and international events from January 2025 to March 2026

» 20 high-priority topics explained in depth so you can handle both factual and analytical questions
Topics to be Covered:
1. Government Schemes (Flagship + New Launches)
2. Budget & Taxation
3. Economic Indicators
4. Reports & Indices (India’s Rank)
5. International Affairs (India + Major Summits)
6. Science & Tech
7. Environment & Ecology
8. Polity & Constitution Updates
9. Awards & Honours
10. Sports
11. Banking & Financial Market
12. Defence
13. Appointments & Resignations
14. Books & Authors
15. Important Days & Themes
16. Government Committees
17. States in News
18. India Rankings & Lists
19. Sports + Govt Sports Schemes
20. Miscellaneous Must-Do

« All video lectures will be delivered in bilingual format (Hindi + English) to ensure clarity and comfort for
every learner.



Word of the day

Bivouacking:
the act of encamping and living in tents in a camp

Synonyms: camping, encampment, tenting

Usa €. They were stopped, after bivouacking,
for travelling without documentation.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/
bivouackingpro

International Phonetic
Alpha bet: [biv.u.aek/, /biv.waek/

Word of the day

Quiddity:

an evasion of the point of an argument by
raising irrelevant distinctions or objections;
the essence that makes something the kind
of thing it is and makes it different from any
other

Synonyms: cavil, quibble, haecceity

Usa g€ The quiddity of his leadership skills
shined through yesterday at the meeting.

Pronunciation:
newsth.live/quidditypro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /kwidrti/
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