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“Don’t chase confidence—
chase preparation; 
confidence follows quietly.”

























Theme Key facts (English) मुख्य तथ्य (Hindi) Exam angle

Aravalli 
basics

One of the oldest fold mountain ranges
(very ancient geology). Runs roughly NE–
SW across NW India.

अरावली विश्व की प्राचीन तम िवित 
पिवतमािाओं में मानी जाती है; उत्तर-
पश्चिम भारत में उत्तर-पूिव–दविण -
पविम श्चिशा में फै ली।

Geography: “oldest 
fold mountain”, 
direction, location

Extent & 
states

Associated with the Delhi Ridge in the 
north and stretches through Rajasthan
into Gujarat (general extent).

उत्तर में वद ल्ल ी ररज से  जु डाव; 
राज स्थान से  होकर गु जरात तक  श्चवस्तार 
(सामान्य सीमा)।

Map-based 
questions

Highest 
point

Guru Shikhar (Mount Abu) is commonly 
cited as the highest peak of Aravallis.

अरावली की सब से  ऊँ ची चोटी गु रु 
वि खर (माउंट आ बू) मानी जाती है। Static GK

Eco-role

Acts as a barrier influencing 
desertification trends, local climate, 
runoff, groundwater recharge; supports 
dry deciduous ecosystems.

मरुस्थलीकरण , स्थानीय ज लवायु, अ पवाह 
व भूज ि ररचाजव पर प्रभाव; शु ष्क
पणणपाती जै वश्चवश्चवधता का आ धार।

Environment + 
Geography 
integration



Mining issues

Mining can cause habitat loss, dust 
pollution, groundwater depletion, 
and landscape fragmentation; hence 
strict regulation is often invoked.

ख न न  से  आ िास  विनाि , धू ि प्र दू षण , 
भूज ि ह्रास , व भू-दृश्य श्चवखं डन ; 
इसश्चलए क डा श्चनयमन ज रूरी।

Environment, 
governance

Key legal 
concepts

Suo motu = court takes cognizance on 
its own. Amicus curiae = court-
appointed helper to assist.

स्वतः सं ज्ञान  (Suo motu) = कोटण स्वयं 
मामला उठाए। एवमक स  क्यरी = कोटण 
का सहायक /श्चमत्र।

Polity/legal terms

Why 
“definition” 
matters

A legal/administrative “definition” can 
decide what area gets environmental 
protection, permissions, and mining 
restrictions.

“पररभाषा” तय करेगी श्चक  कौन सा क्षत्र 
पर्ाविरणीर् सं रिण /अ नु मवत व्य िस्था में
आ एगा और ख न न  पर क्या रोक  लगेगी।

Policy impact 
questions

Quantitative 
hook from the 
report

Rajasthan figure cited: 1,048 of 
12,081 hills meeting the 100 m
threshold (as per the article).

ररपोटण अ नु सार राज स्थान में12,081 में 
1,048 पहाश्चडयाँ 100 मीटर मानिं ड 
पर खरी उतरती हैं।

Data-based prelims



Exam Year (Date) Question (paraphrased) Answer (key)

UPSC CSE 
(Prelims)

Various years 
(Date varies)

Aravalli Range is best described as: young fold / old fold / 
block mountain / volcanic?

Old fold mountain range / प्राचीन 
वश्चलत पवणतमाला

UPSC CSE 
(Prelims)

Various years 
(Date varies)

Which direction does the Aravalli generally extend? NE–SW / उत्तर-पूवण–िश्चक्षण -पश्चिम

State PSC 
(Prelims)

Various years 
(Date varies)

Guru Shikhar is located in: Aravalli / Vindhya / Satpura / 
Himalaya

Aravalli (Mount Abu) / अरावली 
(माउंट आ बू)

SSC 
(CGL/CHSL)

Various years 
(Date varies)

“Suo motu” in legal context means: on one’s own motion / 
appeal / review / ordinance

On its own motion / स्वतः सं ज्ञान

Banking 
(PO/Clerk)

Various years 
(Date varies)

“Amicus curiae” refers to: court’s friend assisting / accused 
/ witness / prosecutor

Court-appointed helper / कोटण का 
सहायक

Railways 
(RRB)

Various years 
(Date varies)

Aravallis are mainly found in: Rajasthan & adjoining regions 
/ NE India / Coastal India

Rajasthan & adjoining regions / 
राज स्थान व आ सपास

NDA/CDS
Various years 
(Date varies)

Environmental impact of unregulated mining is least likely 
to include: groundwater depletion / habitat loss / dust / 
increased rainfall

Increased rainfall (least likely) / वषाण 
वृद्धि (कम संभावना)











Topic Key facts (English) मुख्य तथ्य (Hindi)

Award identity

Also known as Indira Gandhi Prize / 
Indira Gandhi Peace Prize; awarded by 
Indira Gandhi Memorial Trust. 
(indiragandhi.in)

इसे  इंवदरा गांधी पुरस्कार/इंवदरा गांधी 
िांवत पुरस्कार भी कहा जाता है; इंवदरा 
गांधी मेमोररर्ि टरस्ट द्वाराश्चिया जाता है। 
(indiragandhi.in)

Year started
Conferred since 1986. (Indian National 
Congress)

1986 से  प्रिान श्चकया जा रहा है। 
(Indian National Congress)

Jury (important)
The Jury is chaired by Shivshankar 
Menon (as listed by the Trust site). 
(indiragandhi.in)

टरस्ट सू ची के  अ नु सार जू री के अ ध्यक्ष 
विििं कर मेन न हैं। (indiragandhi.in)

Recent awardees (high-yield)

2024: Michelle Bachelet; 2023: Daniel 
Barenboim & Ali Abu Awwad; 2022: 
India’s Covid Warriors (IMA & Trained 
Nurses Association of India); 2021: 
Pratham; 2020: Not awarded. 
(indiragandhi.in)

2024: वमिे ि बाचे िेट ; 2023: 
डैवनर्ि बै रेन बोइम ि अ िी अ बू  अ व्वाद ; 
2022: भारत के  कोविड र्ोद्धा (IMA ि 
Trained Nurses Association); 2021: 
प्रथम; 2020: नहीं वदर्ा गर्ा। 
(indiragandhi.in)

Why asked in exams

Asked as: awarding body, start year, 
objective (peace–disarmament–
development), recent awardee, prize 
amount. (indiragandhi.in)

परीक्षा में अ क्सर: पुरस्कार दे ने  िािी सं स्था, 
िु रुआ त िषव, उद्दश्य  (िांवत–
वनरस्त्रीकरण –विकास), हाविर्ाविजे ता, 
रावि । (indiragandhi.in)

https://indiragandhi.in/en/awardees
https://indiragandhi.in/en/awardees
https://inc.in/congress-sandesh/others/indira-gandhi-prize-for-peace-disarmament-and-development-1?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://inc.in/congress-sandesh/others/indira-gandhi-prize-for-peace-disarmament-and-development-1?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://indiragandhi.in/en/awardees
https://indiragandhi.in/en/awardees
https://indiragandhi.in/en/awardees
https://indiragandhi.in/en/awardees
https://indiragandhi.in/en/awardees
https://indiragandhi.in/en/awardees


















Exam-use angle Key fact (English) मुख्य तथ्य (Hindi)

Depreciation vs 
Devaluation

Depreciation = market-driven fall in currency value 
(floating/managed float). Devaluation = official 
lowering under fixed/pegged regime.

Depreciation (अिमूल्य न /मूल्य ह्रास) बाजार-
आ धाररत; Devaluation (सरकारी अिमूल्य न )
आश्चध काररक  श्चनणणय (श्चफ क्स्ड/पे ग्ड में)।

Why capital outflows 
weaken currency

Foreign investors sell assets → demand for dollars 
rises → local currency weakens.

श्चविे शी श्चनवेशक  श्चनकासी करते हैं → डॉलर की मांग 
बढ़ती है → स्थानीय मुद्रा कमजोर।

Hedging & import 
demand

Importers hedge future payments → extra dollar 
demand in forwards/spot → pressure on currency.

आ यातक  हेश्चजं ग करते हैं → डॉलर मांग बढ़ती है → 
मुद्रा पर ि बाव।

RBI intervention 
channels

RBI can use spot sales/purchases, forwards, and 
swaps; heavy spot sales can tighten rupee liquidity 
(hence swaps/OMOs are used).

RBI स्पॉट , फॉरिडव, स्वप से  हस्तक्षप कर सक ता है; ज्यािा 
स्पॉट श्चबक्री से  श्चलश्चिश्चडटी अ सररत होती है।

Sterilisation (very 
asked)

“Sterilisation” commonly means neutralising liquidity 
impact of forex intervention using Open Market 
Operations (OMOs).

“Sterilisation” का अ र्ण: फॉरेक्स हस्तक्षप से  बनी 
श्चलश्चिश्चडटी को OMO से  श्चनष्प्रभावी करना।

NEER vs REER
NEER = basket-based nominal value; REER adjusts for 
inflation differentials; used to judge competitiveness.

NEER नाममात्र सू चकांक ; REER मुद्रास्फीश्चत-समायोश्चजत; 
प्रश्चतस्पधाणत्मक ता का सं के तक ।

Trade impact
Weak rupee can help exports (price competitiveness) 
but raises import bill, especially crude; can add to 
inflation.

कमजोर रुपया श्चनयाणत को मिि , पर आ र्ात वबि
(श्चवशे षकर क च्चा तेल) बढ़ाता; महंगाई िबाव।

“Manageable CAD but 
weak inflows”

Even if Current Account Deficit (CAD) is manageable, 
weak capital inflows can still make currency 
vulnerable to shocks.

CADश्चनयंश्चत्रत हो श्चफर भी पूजंी प्रवाह कमजोर हो तो 
मुद्रा बाहरी झ टकों के  प्रश्चत सं वेिन शील।







Item Value

Global rank (2025) Bengaluru #2; Pune #5; Mexico City #1

India in top-20 Pune #5; Mumbai #18

Bengaluru rush-hour speed (2025) 13.9 kmph

Bengaluru 10 km travel time (2025) 36 min 9 sec

Bengaluru congestion level (2025) 74.4%

Bengaluru annual time lost (peak) 168 hours

Pune average speed 18 kmph

Mumbai average speed 20.8 kmph



India’s Demographic 
Dividend is Turning into a 
Divide







critical Orbital Return Flight Experiment 
(OREX).





UAE – Telangana Net-
Zero Smart City Project 



Exam Focus Area Key Facts (English + Hindi together) Extra Added Facts for Exam

News Title
UAE & Telangana Partner for Net-Zero Smart City Project | र्एई औ र 
तेिंगाना की ने ट-जीरो स्माटव वसटी साझे दारी

Can be asked as international cooperation + climate 
action

Indian State Involved Telangana
Telangana often appears in federalism & urban 
governance questions

Foreign Partner 
Country

United Arab Emirates UAE is India’s top FDI & strategic partner in West Asia

Project Name Bharat Future City | भारत फ्यचर वसटी First Net-Zero Greenfield Smart City of India

Nature of City Net-Zero, Greenfield, Smart City | ने ट-जीरो, ग्रीन फील्ड , स्माटव वसटी Greenfield = built on undeveloped land

Why in News International backing secured after talks at World Economic Forum WEF venue = Davos (frequently asked)

Key Indian Leader A. Revanth Reddy, Telangana delegation head He is the Chief Minister of Telangana (2023– )

Key UAE Leader Abdulla bin Touq Al Marri, UAE Minister of Economy & Tourism
UAE economy ministry often drives infrastructure 
diplomacy

Forum of Agreement
Davos Talks & Strategic Understanding | दािोस िाताव औ र रण नीवतक
समझौता WEF Davos = informal but high-impact diplomacy

Exam Utility International relations + Environment + Urbanisation High probability for Prelims statement-based MCQs



Main Objective Develop a world-class global urban centre Focus on sustainability + economic growth

Sectoral Focus Large-scale infrastructure & urban development Linked with SDG-11 (Sustainable Cities)

Unique Feature India’s first Net-Zero Greenfield Smart City
Net-Zero = Carbon emissions = Carbon 
absorption

Economic Vision Pillar of Telangana’s long-term economic strategy
Telangana aims to become $3 trillion 
economy by 2047

Type of 
Cooperation

International collaboration between State + Foreign 
Nation

Example of sub-national diplomacy (State-
level MoUs)

Governance 
Confirmation

Telangana CMO officially confirmed joint development Important for administrative credibility

Climate Dimension Focus on Net-Zero & Sustainability Aligns with India’s Net-Zero 2070 target

Urban Planning 
Model

Smart city with global standards
May be linked with AMRUT / Smart Cities 
Mission

Comparative 
Relevance

Similar to UAE projects like Masdar City
Masdar = world’s early net-zero city 
experiment











Thank you ☺


