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* Courage doesn’t always roar. Sometimes courage is
the quiet voice at the end of the day saying, ‘I will try
again tomorrow.”” — Mary Anne Radmacher
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Trump govt. hikes H-1B visa fees to $100,000

The order officially comes into effect in a day;
current fee is in the range of $2,000 to $5,000

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

n a move that is likely
l to disrupt the mobility

of skilled workers
from India to the U.S., U.S.
President Donald Trump
sharply raised H-1B visa
fees on Friday, from the
current  $2,000-$5,000
range to a flat $100,000, or
almost 390 lakh.

Noting that the decision
will have “humanitarian
consequences”, the Indian
government said it was stu-
dying the order and direct-
ed its missions abroad to
aid H-1B visa holders and
their families who are
scrambling to return to the
US. before the order
comes into effect, at mid-
night on September 20 by
New York time.

The presidential procla-
mation directed the U.S.
Secretary of Homeland Se-

QQ The H-1B non-{immigrant visa ...
has been deliberately exploited to
replace, rather than supplement, American

workers with lower-paid, lower-skilled labour
—DONALD TRUMP, U.S. PRESIDENT

India

Measure may have humanitarian consequences,
full implications being studied, says Union govt.

The chart shows the share (in %)
of approved H-1B petitions by

hit hard | nationality (Fv2024)

curity to “restrict appro-
vals” for H-1B visa petitions
from applicants who are
“currently” outside the Un-
ited States, unless they are
accompanied by the new
fees.

Mr. Trump’s latest or-

der, which comes ahead of
crucial negotiations for an
India-U.S. trade pact, di-
rected the U.S. Depart-
ments of State, Labour and
Homeland Security to take
necessary administrative
measures.

Homeland
Security will limit
petition decisions

for foreign workers
without payment

by 12 months after
September 21, 2025

India
china I 11.7

Philippines |1.3
Canada |1.1

South Korea |1

Others M 13.9

%
of H-1B
petitions

COURSE OF ACTION

Secretary

of State to
issue guidance
for approved
petitions with a
start date before
October 1, 2026

SOURCE: USCIS

“American workers are
being replaced with lower-
paid foreign labor, creating
an economic and national
security threat to the na-
tion. The share of IT work-
ers with H-1B visas has ri-
sen from 32% in FY 2003 to

Tech service
companies will
be hit: Nasscom

NEW DELHI

Apex industry body Nasscom
has said the move would
impact India's technology
services companies as business
continuity would be disrupted
for onshore projects which
may require “adjustments”.
The association also flagged
concemns over the September
21 timeline, saying a one-day
deadline creates considerable
uncertainty for businesses and
professionals. » PAGE 4

Congress calls
Modi ‘weak PM’
over H-1B visa fee

NEW DELHI

The Congress on Saturday
cited U.S. President Donald
Trump’s imposition of a
$100,000 annual fee on H-1B
visas to target Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi highlighted
reports, on social media
platform X, that the H-1B visa
fee hike would hit Indians
hardest. “| repeat, India has a
weak PM,” he said. » PAGE 4

over 65% in recent years,”
the White House said, an-
nouncing the U.S. Presi-
dent’s signing of the order.

In India’s first response,
the Ministry of External Af-
fairs (MEA) said the full im-
plications of the order are

being studied by “all
concerned”.

“Skilled labour mobility
and exchanges have contri-
buted enormously to tech-
nology development, inno-
vation, economic growth,
competitiveness and

Indian missions abroad told to help visa holders
and families scrambling to rush back to the U.S.

wealth creation in the Unit-
ed States and India. Policy
makers will therefore as-
sess the recent steps, tak-
ing into account mutual
benefits, which include
strong people-to-people
ties between the two coun-
tries. This measure is likely
to have humanitarian con-
sequences by way of the
disruption caused for fami-
lies,” MEA spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said.
Official sources said that
India sees the order as a
“pressure tactic” by the
U.S. President ahead of the
next round of trade talks,
with Commerce and In-
dustries Minister Piyush
Goyal leading an Indian de-
legation to Washington DC
to hold talks with U.S. offi-
cials on September 22, the
Ministry announced.

60% EARN LESS THAN FEE
» PAGE 4
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One-time H-1B fee for new applicants: U.S.

Only fresh H-1B visa applicants will have to pay
starting with the ‘next upcoming lottery cycle’

Kallol Bhattacherjee

NEW DELHI

day after U.S. Presi-

dent Donald

Trump hiked H-1B
visa fees to $100,000, the
White House clarified that
the fee will not be an an-
nual feature, but rather a
“one-time” payment that
will have to be made by
companies for fresh H-1B
visa applicants, starting
with the “next upcoming
lottery cycle”.

The announcement
eased the fears that had
triggered a surge in last-mi-
nute flight bookings to the
United States by Indian
H-1B visa holders who are
currently outside the coun-
try, after U.S. Secretary of
Commerce Howard Lut-
nick’s earlier remarks indi-
cating that the fee amount
would have to be paid ev-

ery year. However, White
House Press Secretary Ka-
roline Leavitt contradicted
the Commerce Secretary’s
comments in a social me-
dia post early on Sunday.

“To be clear: this is not
an annual fee. It’s a one-
time fee that applies only
to the petition. Those who
already hold H-1B visas and
are currently outside of the
country right now will not
be charged $100,000 to re-
enter. H-1B visa holders
can leave and re-enter the
country to the same extent
as they normally would:
whatever ability they have
to do that is not impacted
by yesterday’s proclama-
tion,” the Press Secretary
said.

“This applies only to
new visas, not renewals
and not current visa hol-
ders. It will first apply in
the next upcoming lottery

Announcement eased fears among NRIs that
triggered surge in flight bookings to the U.S.

Clarity emerges

The White House issued a clarification after an initial
announcement on the H-1B visa fee led to panic

® The $100,000 fee wiil be
a ‘'one-time' payment

n The fee applies only to
new applicants. Those
applying for renewals or
current visa holders need
not make the payment

® .S, Commerce Secretary
Howard Lutnick had initially
said that the fee would be
applied annually, leading to
much of the confusion

cycle,” she added.

Lutnick’s remarks
During the signing of the
proclamation by Mr.

Trump, Mr. Lutnick had
said, “No more will these
big tech companies train
foreign workers. They have
to pay the government a

hundred thousand dollars
and then they have to pay
the employee. So it's just
non-economical. If you are
going to train somebody,
you are going to train one
of the recent graduates
from one of the great un-
iversities across our land.”
He added, “A hundred

Opposition decry failure
to take a strong stand

The Hindu Bureau “escapist approach” by

NEW DELHI giving “vague sermons”
about self-reliance. They

The Opposition on Sunday  targeted the PM over U.S.

took a swipe at Prime President Trump’s move

Minister Narendra Modi to impose a fee of

for not taking a firm stand $100,000 for H-1B visas.

against the “strong-arm

tactics” of the U.S. and FULL REPORT ON

instead adopting an » PAGE 5

thousand dollars a year for  consequences” due to fa-

H-1B visas and all of the big  mily disruptions.

companies are onboard.” Soon after the procla-
mation by Mr. Trump, sev-

Rush for tickets eral corporate giants, in-

In its first response on Sep-  cluding Microsoft,

tember 20, the Ministry of  JPMorgan and Amazon, in-

External Affairs had cau-
tioned that the order
would have “humanitarian

structed their H-1B visa
holding employees who
were outside the U.S. to re-

Lutnick had stated that no more would these
giant tech companies train foreign workers

turn before midnight on
Saturday, telling others to
remain in the U.S.

Mr. Lutnick’s remarks
created a rush among H-1B
visa holders for last minute
purchases of air tickets.

The Hindu reported on
Sunday that travel agents
observed a surge in last-mi-
nute flight bookings to the
U.S. on Saturday as H-1B vi-
sa holders attempted to
reach their work stations in
the U.S. ahead of the Sep-
tember 20-21 midnight
deadline when the procla-
mation came into effect.

Officials also observed
the spike in last-minute
flight bookings, following
which the Indian govern-
ment instructed its mis-
sions and embassies across
the world to provide “all
possible help” to Indians
trying to return to the U.S.
before the deadline.



1. Background

* Current Fee: $2,000-$5,000

 New Fee: $100,000 (= 290 lakh)

» Effective Date: Midnight of September 20 (New York time)
» Target Group: Skilled workers from India and other countries

» Objective (as per U.S.): Protect local jobs and reduce dependency on foreign worke

2. Impact on India
« == India’s Share of H-1B Visas: ~71% of total approvals (FY2024)

» Potential Consequences:
» Mobility of Indian tech workers will be disrupted.
» May affect India’s IT sector (Infosys, TCS, Wipro).
» Could have "humanitarian consequences"” for families abroad.
» Indian Govt Response:
» Studying full implications.
» Directed missions abroad to help visa holders return before deadline.

» Sees move as a “pressure tactic” before trade talks (USTR negotiations).



ul Data Snapshot (FY2024)

Country Share (%) of H-1B Petitions
India 71%

China 11.7%

Philippines 1.3%

Canada 1.1%

South Korea 1%

Others 13.9%



A. About H-1B Visa

« Type: Non-immigrant work visa
« Purpose: Allows U.S. companies to employ foreign workers in specialty occupations (IT, engineering,

etc.)

B. India=U.S. Relations Context

» People-to-people ties: ~4.5 lakh Indian H-1B holders in U.S.
« Trade Talks: India seeking broader FTA [ tech mobility.

« Geopolitical Angle: May push India to diversify towards Europe, Canada, and Gulf markets.

C. Economic Angle

» Potential decline in Indian IT exports to U.S. (~60% revenue share).

« Risk of brain drain reversal.

D. Prelims Focus

» H-1B Visa: Work visa category
» Issued by: U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS)
» Duration: 3 years, extendable to 6

« Eligibility: Bachelor's degree or higher in specialized fields



BIG IMPACT
= DONALD TRUMP,
Jump in H-1B ® More US PRESIDENT
visa fee than )
They’re (tech
9 80% :

$100,000 annually

m New fees more
than median annual
salary of a fresh
H-1B visa holder

average  very happy... The

anlnual . abuse of the H-1B
salary o :
el programme is

i also a national
holders security threat

Cos dependent on US employees with H-1B visas

Employer name

Amazon Com Services
Tata Consultancy Servi
Microsoft Corporation
Meta Platforms

Apple

Google
Source: USCIS

Beneficiaries approved
(10066 |

Foreign workers in US

Number of STEM workers
(in mn)

Foreign share of workforce

a4

2000 2019

Share of IT workers in H-1B
programme
Past !

$1-mn gold card

INDIVIDUALS WHO pay
$1 million to the US
Treasury, or $2 million if a
corporation sponsors
them, will get expedited
visas and Green Card.




1. Nature of the Fee
 Not annual — only a one-time fee.

» Applies only to new H-1B visa petitions.
* Renewals or existing visa holders are exempt.

» Will start from the “next upcoming lottery cycle.”

2. White House Clarification
e Press Secretary Karoline Leavitt stated:

 The $100,000 fee does not apply every year.
» Current visa holders outside the U.S. can re-enter without paying again.

» Aim: To discourage over-reliance on foreign-trained workers.

3. Trigger for Clarification
 U.S. Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick’s initial remarks created confusion.

» Many NRIs rushed to book last-minute flights fearing an immediate implementation.

* Ministry of External Affairs (India) flagged humanitarian concerns.



Mohanlal to receive Dadasaheb Phalke Award

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Informa-
tion & Broadcasting on Sa-
turday announced that ac-
tor Mohanlal will be
presented the country’s
highest film honour, the
prestigious = Dadasaheb
Phalke Award, for 2023.
The award will be present-
ed at the 71 National Film
Awards ceremony on Sep-
tember 23.

Congratulating the actor
in a post on X, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi said:
“Shri Mohanlal ji epitomis-
es excellence and versatili-
ty. With a rich body of

CM

work spanning decades, he
stands as a leading light of
Malayalam cinema, theatre
and is deeply passionate
about the culture of Kerala.
He has also delivered re-
markable performances in
Telugu, Tamil, Kannada,
and Hindi films. His cine-
matic and theatrical bril-
liance across mediums is
truly inspiring...may his
accomplishments continue
to inspire generations to
come.”

Information and Broad-
casting Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw congratulated
the actor saying, “Congrat-
ulations to Lalettan @Mo-
hanlal ji. From the adipoli,

Mohanlal

beautiful land of Kerala to
audiences worldwide, his
work has celebrated our
culture and magnified our
aspirations. His legacy will
keep inspiring Bharat’s
creative spirit.”

Through another post,

the Ministry said: “On the
recommendation of the
Dadasaheb Phalke Award
Selection Committee, the
Government of India is
pleased to announce that
Shri Mohanlal will be con-
ferred the prestigious Da-
dasaheb Phalke Award
2023.”

Praises pour in

“The legendary actor, di-
rector, and producer is be-
ing honoured for his iconic
contribution to Indian Ci-
nema. His unmatched ta-
lent, versatility, and relent-
less hard work have set a
golden standard in Indian
film history. The award will

be presented at the 71t Na-
tional Film Awards cere-
mony on Sept. 23, 2025,” it
said. “Today, Mohanlal re-
mains one of India’s most
respected cultural icons,
admired for his versatility,
humility and enduring
contribution to world cine-
ma,” the Ministry added.

The Malayalam super-
star turned 65 this year.
During his career spanning
more than four decades,
he has worked in about
400 films and bagged five
national awards and sever-
al Kerala State honours. He
was given the Padma Shri
in 2001 and the Padma
Bhushan in 2019.



« 1. Key Announcement

» Recipient: Mohanlal (Malayalam Actor)

 Award: Dadasaheb Phalke Award 2023

* Announced by: Ministry of Information & Broadcasting (1&B)

o Event: Will be presented at the 71st National Film Awards ceremony on September 23, 2025

& 2. About Mohanlal
e Born: 1960 (Age 65 in 2025)
e Industry: Predominantly Malayalam cinema, also acted in Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, and Hindi films.
e Career: Spanning 4 decades, worked in ~400 films.
* Awards:
» 5 National Film Awards
» Several Kerala State Film Awards
e Padma Shri (2001) and Padma Bhushan (2019)



Recent Recipients:

e 2022 — Waheeda Rehman
e 2021 — Asha Parekh

e 2020 — Rajinikanth

e 2019 — Amitabh Bachchan

A\ U

Award Includes: |

e Swarna Kamal (Golden
Lotus)

e Shawl
e Cash prize of X10 lakh

e Citation
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1ne age of Indias leaders nas steaadily risen

The age profile of the Lok Sabha has shifted markedly over the decades, with the 18th Lok Sabha being the “oldest” vet

| DATA POINT |

Sarthak Bagchi
Arja Kakkad

hen Jagdeep Dhankhar

stepped down as Vice-

President, citing age-
related health issues, discussions
on ageing in politics sharpened in
India. The suggestion of Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) chief
Mohan Bhagwat two months ago
that Jeaders should step aside at
the age of 75 had also triggered a
debate. Narendra Modi continues
as Prime Minister despite crossing
the age of 75 and so do several oth-
er leaders, underscoring the lack
of a clear retirement norm. The
BJP’s unofficial age limit of 75 years
~ symbolised by the creation of
the Margadarshak Mandal, often
seen as a euphemism for the par-
ty's retirement cell - has kept the
spotlight on the question of when
politicians should call it a day.

At the State level too, Chief Mi-
nister Nitish Kumar's age and
health have emerged as key talking
points ahead of the Bihar elec
tions. Several Instances of incohe-
rence at public events have raised
doubts about his ability to take
crucial policy decisions and effec-
tively discharge his duties. This is
in sharp contrast to the image of
‘sushasan babu (boss of gnod go-
vernance)’ that he cultivated dur-
ing his early years.

In fact, gerontocracy — com-
monly defined as rule by a group
of old men or a councl of elders —
has become an important theme
in the global discourse on democ-
racy. In the 2024 U,S. presidential
elections, age dominated the cam-
paign conversation: Joseph Biden,
the oldest President in American
history, left office at 82, while his
successor Donald J. Trump took of-
fice at 78 years and 220 days, set
ting a record as the oldest to be in-
augurated, That year, celebrated
worldwide as the ‘year of democ-
racy’ for its many pivotal elections,
saw the rise of several geriatric

CM mmee

leaders to power, i Brazil's
President u:ladasﬂva.m-lsnels
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu, 75; and Narendra Modi, 74,

The persistence of gerontocracy

is evident even among unelected
leaders and dictators. From long-
ruling strongmen in parts of Africa
to supreme leaders in oil-rich
Asian republics, many continue to
hold on to office well into old age.
Authoritarian leaders such as Tur-
key’s Recep Tayyip Erdogan, 72,
and Russia’s Vladimir Putin, also
72, have extended their grip on
power for decades, underscoring
how age is rarely a barrier to polit-
ical dominance outside democrat-
ic systems.
This trend of elderly leaders
dominating  politics, ~whether
through democratic ns or
authoritarian rule, is hardly new.
Gerontocracy was a defining fea-
ture of governance in the Greek ci-
ty-states and the Roman Senate,
where advancing age was closely
associated with wisdom and expe-
rience, creating a form of tradi-
tional authority that legitimised
the rule of the old.

An analysis of the ages of India's
Prime Ministers shows a steady up-
ward trend. At Independence in
1947, Jawaharlal Nehru became the
first Prime Minister at 58, serving
with a median age of 66 during his
tenure, By 2014, Narendra Modi
entered office at 63, and the me-
dian age of Prime Ministers had
climbed to 76. The range has been
wide: Rajlv Gandhi was the youn-
gest to assume office at 40, while
Morarfi Desai was the oldest, tak-
ing charge at 81. Tellingly, Nehru
deminted office at 74 in 1966, whe-
reas Manmohan Singh, the last
Prime Minister before Modi,
stepped down in 2014 at 81, Across
India's history, the median age of
Prime Ministers has hovered
around 67.

In comparison, the median age
of Chief Ministers increased only
modestly, from 57 in the 19508 to
59.5 in the 2020s, with the peak
decade being 2010-2020 when it
touched 62.25. A breakdown by

S Y

party - regional versus national,
and within pational parties bet-
ween the Congress and the B[P -
shows negligible variation, with
the average age of Chief Ministers
across the board hovering around
58 years. The presence of vounger
leaders such as Nayab Singh Saini,
Mohan Yadav, and Yogi Adi

might suggest that the BIP pro-
motes younger talent, especially
when contrasted with the Con-
gress's image as India’s ‘Grand Old
Party'. However, our analysis
shows minimal difference in aver-
age age between the two.

In general, the younger ap-
pointments across parties are ba-
lanced out by veterans such as the
late Prakash Singh Badal in Pun-
Jab, the late V.S. Achuthanandan in
Kerala, and the late M. Karunanid-
hi in Tamil Nadu, all of whom
served well into their late 80s and
905,

The age profile of the Lok Sabha
has shifted markedly over the de-
cades (Chart 1), with the 18th Lok
Sabha, which began its term last
year, being the “oldest” yet. The
average age of
rose from 46.5 years in 1952 to 56
yvears by 204, Meanwhile, the

25:30% in the early years to under
10%. In contrast, the share of
members aged 56-70 grew from
less than 25% to nearly 40% by
2019, The data makes clear that In-
dia's Parliament is ing, with
fewer young politicians making it
into the House over time.

1f we were to pick out a random
Indian, there is a 50% probability
that they are less than 30 years
old. However, this probability is
0.007% if we were to do the same
for a member of the Lok Sabha.
Chart 2 shows the number of MPs
in Lok Sabha under the age of 35,
over the years. Chart 3 shows the
age-profile of MPs in the Lok Sabha
over the years.
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Old guard

The data for the charts were sourced from a book titied "House of the Feople:
Parliament and the Making of Indian Democracy,” by Roanjoy Sen
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e RSS Chief Mohan Bhagwat suggested leaders step aside at 75.
e Debate on retirement age for politicians gained traction.

e PM Modi himself is nearing 75, but continues actively.

» The 18th Lok Sabha (2024) is the “oldest” yet.

2. Global Comparisons

 Many world leaders continue into their 70s and 80s:

e Joe Biden (81), Donald Trump (78), Lula da Silva (79), Benjamin Netanyahu (75).
e Authoritarian leaders also extend grip:

 Erdogan (72), Xi Jinping (71), Putin (72).

» Trend of gerontocracy (rule of the elderly) visible globally.



« Chief Ministers' average age across states =~ 58 years.
« Examples of aged leaders:
» Prakash Singh Badal (Punjab), Karunanidhi (TN), M. Karunanidhi & N.T. Rama Rao continued late
into 80s & 90s.

» Persistence of gerontocracy in India cuts across parties (BJP, Congress, regional).

4. Lok Sabha Age Profile

« Average age:
» 1952 (1st Lok Sabha): 46.5 years
« 2014: 56 years
» 18th Lok Sabha (2024): oldest ever.
» Youth Representation (25-40 years):
» 1950s: 25-30%
* 2019: less than 10%.
« Senior Representation (66-70 years):
* 1950s: < 25%
* 2019: nearly 40%.



* India’s median age: ~29 years (2023) - world’s youngest democracy.
* Nehru’s first cabinet median age: ~50.
* Oldest Lok Sabha MP historically: Najma Heptulla (Rajya Sabha, age 75+).
* Youngest MP in 2024: ~25 years (minimum constitutional age).
* Global Comparison:
* Finland’s former PM Sanna Marin became PM at 34.
* Austria, Ireland, and NZ had leaders < 40 recently.

* Debate: Should India have a formal political retirement age like judiciary (65) or
civil services (60)?



Old guard

The data for the charts were sourced from a book titled "House of the People:
Parliament and the Making of Indian Democracy,” by Ronajoy Sen
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Manhas set to be
elected as the new

BCCI president

Amol Karhadkar
MUMBAI

Mithun Manhas, a stalwart
of domestic cricket, is set
to be elected unopposed as
the president of the Board
of Control for Cricket in In-
dia (BCCI) on September
28. Manhas, the former
Delhi captain who is a vete-
ran of 157 First Class
matches, filed his nomina-
tion papers at the BCCI
headquarters on Sunday.

All the six Apex Council
slots are set to be elected
unopposed with the res-
pective candidates filing
their nomination papers in
person on Sunday.

“Since Manhas is a form-
er player it was decided to
make him the president,”
Rajeev Shukla, who is set
to continue as the vice-pre-
sident, told the mediaper-
sons.

Manhas, who had a pro-
longed career as Delhi’s
batting mainstay before
ending his stint with Jam-
mu & Kashmir, is consi-
dered to be a trusted ally of
the forces that administer
BCCL

Manhas has been nomi-
nated to represent J&K in
the AGM. Former Test

Manhas, FILE PHOTO

spinners Harbhajan Singh
and Raghuram Bhat will re-
present Punjab and Karna-
taka, respectively.

The BCCI election is
scheduled during its an-
nual general meeting at its
headquarters next Sunday.
The Hindu understands
that after consulting some
of the top ministers in the
government, the BCCI hie-
rarchy zeroed in on Man-
has as the consensus can-
didate.

Devajit Saikia and Shuk-
la are set to continue as the
secretary and vice-presi-
dent, respectively. Bhat
filed his nomination pap-
ers on Sunday for the trea-
surer’'s post. Prabhtej
Singh Bhatia is likely to be
elected unopposed as the
joint secretary.

The sixth slot in the
BCCI apex council is set to
go to Jaydev Shah.



* Name: Mithun Manhas
» Position: To be elected unopposed as President of BCCI (Board of Control for Cricket in India)
» Election Date: September 28 (nomination filed), official election at AGM next Sunday
» Background:
» Former Delhi captain
» Veteran of 157 First Class matches
» Also played for Jammu & Kashmir
« Known as a stalwart of domestic cricket
« Reason for Selection: Consensus candidate after consultation with government ministers; trusted

figure in domestic circuit.

€ Other Office Bearers:

Position Candidate Status
Vice-President Rajeev Shukla Continuing
Secretary Devaijit Saikia Continuing
Treasurer Prabhtjeet Singh Bhatia Unopposed

Joint Secretary Jaydev Shah Likely to be elected



About BCCI:

* Governing body for cricket in India.

Registered under Tamil Nadu Societies Registration Act, 1975.

Conducts domestic & international cricket in India.

President plays a key role in policy, IPL governance, and ICC representation.
2. Significance:

Reflects politico-sports nexus in India’s sports administration.

* Domestic cricket experience is increasingly seen as a criterion for leadership.

» Continuity in office bearers (Shukla, Saikia) indicates stability and internal
consensus.



. China announces
two-month social
media crackdown

tent containing *
incitemnent of conflict” and
“negative outlooks on fife
such as world-weariness.”

Befjing requires social
media companies to mod-
erate content on their plat-
forms, with posts strictly
controlled o avoid anyth-
ing deemed to be too sub
NE‘“’.E, .m’l W"»
graphic  or  generally
harmful.

The notice from the Cy-

Beijing has vowed to
combat content

incitement of
conflict'

CAC said.

The statement then list-
ed specific online issues
authorities hope to tackle
in the crackdown, They in-
dude “exploiting social hot
spots to forcibly associate

cases and exploiting them
to promote negative out-
Jooks on life such as world-
weariness.” That could be
seen as a reference 1o “ly-
ing fat” or “letting it rot™
culture - widespread
phrases used by young Chi-
nese to describe lifestyles
that snub gruelling work
culture in favour of taking
it easy.

“The crackdown aims to
“faster a more civilised and
rational online environ-
ment,” the statement saic.




e Announced by Cyberspace Administration of China (CAC).

* Aim: To combat “malicious incitement of conflict” and “negative outlooks on life” such as world-
weariness.

e Part of a broader effort to tighten online content regulation and maintain “social harmony.”

2. Key Objectives

» Regulate content moderation on platforms:
« Remove content deemed subversive, vulgar, pornographic, or harmful.
» Avoid posts with negative worldview or pessimism.

e Platforms must strengthen content management duties.



3. Targeted Content

e “Malicious incitement of conflict”
» Exaggeration of negative individual cases
« Promotion of pessimistic lifestyles like lying flat (8i<F) or letting it rot (&%)
e Online discrimination, including:
e Gender discord,
e |dentity- or region-based stigmatization.

e Dissemination of rumours on economy, finance, and public policy.

4. Punitive Measures

e "Disciplinary and punitive measures” announced against:
* Weibo (micro-blogging platform),
e Kuaishou (short-video platform),
e Earlier, Xiaohongshu (Rednote).

» Accused of spreading celebrity gossip, “undesir-%le" content, and inadequate moderation.



Punitive Measures

“Disciplinary and punitive e Weibo (micro-blogging platform),
measures” announced e Kuaishou (short-video platform),
against: e Earlier, Xiaohongshu (Rednote).

and inadequate moderation.



India may increase energy eﬂiaency target for COP30

Jacob Koshy

NEW DELHI

India will submit its updat-
ed Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDCs)

around the commence-
ment of the UN Climate
Change Conference COP30
in Brazil on November 10,
likely with an increased
target for energy efficiency
improvement, sources in
the Environment Ministry
indicated to The Hindu.

The NDCs are renewa-
ble-energy adoption goals
set by a country as part of
being a signatory to the Pa-
ris Agreement - under
which countries must reg-
ulate their fossil fuel con-
sumption to keep the globe
from heating 2 degrees Cel-
sius , and as far as possible,
1.5 degrees Celsius above
that in  pre-industrial
times.

As part of this, countries
are required to update
their NDCs every five
years. India last updated its

NDCs in 2022, when it
committed to reduce the
emissions intensity of its
GDP by 45% of 2005 levels;
source half of its electric
power capacity from non-
fossil fuel sources; and
create a carbon sink of at
least two billion tonnes by
2030.

Emissions intensity of
the GDP refers to the
amount of carbon emitted
per unit of GDP and does
not mean a reduction in
net emissions. As of De-
cember 2023, India report-
ed to the United Nations
climate-governing  body
that the emissions intensi-
ty of its GDP had been re-
duced by 33% between
2005 and 2019. This June,
India reported installing at
least 50% of its power ca-
pacity from non-fossil fuel
sources.

Planet getting warmer

The NDCs are of particular
significance this year be-
cause Brazil, which as-

Clean energy: India has committed to source half of its electric
power capacity from non-fossil fuel sources by 2030. REUTERS

sumes the COP presidency
in Belém, has stressed that
a major effort this year will
be to assess what hindered
countries from achieving
their stated NDCs.

All commitments by
countries, even if achieved
perfectly, cannot stop the
globe from heating to an
average of 3 degrees Celsi-
us by the century - well
short of the Paris Agree-
ment goals.

Overall, the ambition to

undertake significant emis-
sion cuts seems muted.

EU climate target looms
The European Union has
yet to announce a 2035 tar-
get, though it has a long-
term goal to be “net zero”
by 2050.

The EU commission this
July had proposed an
amendment to the EU cli-
mate law enabling a 90%
cut in emissions compared
to 1990 by 2040.

.

Though they were to
vote on a target for 2035
last week, France and Ger-
many weighed in to post-
pone a vote on the matter.

The EU is expected to
submit its NDCs ahead of
COP30 with an indicative
2035 target in a range from
66.25% to 72.5%, com-
pared with the 1990 levels.
Australia this month up-
dated its NDCs to say that it
“aimed” to cut emissions
to 62%-70% of 2005 levels
by 2035.

The United States has
exited the Paris Agreement
and it remains to be seen if
China will announce ambi-
tious NDCs ahead of
COP30.

Major reductions, sourc-
es in the Environment Mi-
nistry suggest, would likely
result from bilateral agree-
ments between countries
where developed and de-
veloping countries jointly
invested in clean energy
projects and shared the re-
sulting cut in emissions, as

computed by an approved
methodology, as carbon
credits.

Indian initiatives

India has recently signed
such an agreement called a
JCM (Joint Crediting Me-
chanism) with Japan and is
in talks with other coun-
tries. However it will be a
few years before such pro-
jects practically kick in.

“Developed countries
are not willing to part with
the necessary finance to
make good on ambitious
goals and developing coun-
tries require fossil fuels for
their development,” an En-
vironment Ministry official
added.

India is also expected to
operationalise the India
Carbon Market by 2026 —
under which 13 major sec-
tors will be given mandato-
ry emission-intensity tar-
gets — and can trade their
resulting savings, if any, via
emission reduction certifi-
cates.



» India is preparing to submit its updated Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) at COP30 (to
be held in Brazil on November 10, 2025).

» Likely to include an enhanced target for energy efficiency improvement.

© 2. Background: Paris Agreement & NDCs

e Under the Paris Agreement (2015), countries must:
* Limit global temperature rise to below 2°C, aim for 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels.
 Submit updated NDCs every 5 years.
» India’s current NDCs (2022 update):
1. Reduce emission intensity of GDP by 45% from 2005 levels by 2030.
2. Source 50% of electric power capacity from non-fossil fuels by 2030.
3. Create carbon sink of 2 billion tonnes of CO, by 2030.



~ 3. India’'s Progress So Far
» As of Dec 2023:
e Emission intensity reduced by 33% (2005-2019).
 50% power capacity now from non-fossil fuel sources.

» India aims to further enhance its energy efficiency target in upcoming NDC.

< 4. Key Features of COP30

» Hosted by Brazil in Belém.

» Focus: Assessment of progress & hindrances in achieving NDC goals.

» Nations must announce their 2035 targets before COP30.




12 5. International Commitments

» EU: Expected to target 62-72.5% emissions cut (1990 baseline) by 2035; long-term “net zero” by
2050.

e Australia: New NDC aims for 62-70% reduction of 2005 levels by 2035.

 USA: Withdrew from Paris Agreement; future stance unclear.

» Brazil: As host, focusing on global cooperation.

== 6. India’s Domestic Initiatives

(a) India Carbon Market (expected operational by 2026):
e Covers 13 major sectors.

 Mandatory emission intensity targets.

e Trading of carbon credits.

(b) Bilateral Agreements:
» Joint Crediting Mechanism (JCM) with Japan for clean energy projects.

» Similar pacts being explored with other nations.



Criminal past alone cannot
be a ground to deny bail: SC

A Bench headed by Justice Dipankar Datta sets aside a 2024 Kerala High Court decision,

overturning the bail granted to the five ‘RSS workers' in the murder of SDPI leader K.S. Shan

NEW DELHI

riminal antecedents

alone cannot be a

ground to deny bail,
espechally in cases in which
the accused have suffered
long incarceration as un-
dertrials, the Supreme
Court held in a judgment
restoring the bail of five al-
leged Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh (RSS) workers
involved in the murder of
Social Democratic Party of
India (SDPI) leader K.S.
Shan in Kerala in 2021

A Bench headed by Jus-
tice Dipankar Datta, in a re-
cent judgment, set aside a
Kerala High Court decision
in 2024, overturning the
bail granted to the five men
of a total 10 accused per-
sons in the case.

The High Court had set
aside the bail granted by a
Sessions Court in 2022,
The trial judge had rea-
soned that the accused had
been incarcerated for over
a year and the Public Pro-
secutor did not object to a
grant of bail,

The High Court, in De-
cember 2024, found the
Sessions judge had acted in
a mechanical manner. The
judge, the High Court had
noted, did not take into
consideration  apprehen-
sions that the accused
would influence witnesses
and tamper with the case
evidence,

Rather than sending the
case back to the trial judge
for a fresh consideration of
the question of bail, the
High Court cancelled the

Murder and trial

Atimedine of the Shan murder case ard the tnal

DEC. 18, 2021: SOP! leader K.5. Shan

was mirdered, Acconding 1o the peos-
ecution, the acoused persora collided
their veticle with the victim's scoceer,
and than brutally sttacked him

DEC. 13, 2021: FIR registored against
G Unknown persons; the accused were
arrested later

MARCH 15, 2022: Chargzesheet
filed agaimt the accused, who were
described a5 activists of a particulae
political organisation

DEC. 2022: Trial cnuﬁ grants bail to
the accused persoes through mulzl-
ple orders

1 DEC, 15, 20241 Kernla bigh Court
SOPf supporters march to the Secretariat in sets aside the bail of five out of the 10
Thiruvananthapuram in 2021, seeking a proper probe accused, who were directly involyed
into the Shan murdor case, s Muamsss In the murder
bail for the five men while  ed out that the High Court  with the evidence, the
also taking into account ought to have considered courts would be justified in
their criminal antecedents.  the fact that the accused  ordering them to be taken

Violated bail conditions

The Supreme Court, inter-
estingly, ruled in favour of
bail despite allegations
made by the State that two
of the five accused had vio-
lated the conditions of
their interim bail by enter-
Ing Alappuzha district to
threaten a person.

The defence lawyers
had brushed it off, saying
he had only come to attend
the trial and the person
claimed to have been
threatened had denied the

on his motorcycle. The at-
tack was said to be a reta-
latory act following the
killing of an RSS worker, al-
legedly by SDP1 activists.
Justice Datta, who auth-
ored the judgment, point-

had spent over a year be-
hind bars before they were
granted bail by the Ses-
sions Court in 2022,

Since then, they have al-
ready been on bail for
nearly two years until the
High Court revoked their
bail in 2024.

‘Ball is the rule’
“Cancellation/revocation
of bail, no doubt, seeks to
uphold trial integrity. The
i purpose thereof
is to ensure a fair trial and
protect societal interests
by preventing persons ac-
cused of a heinous or grave
crime and having tenden-
cies to influence or intimi-
date witnesses or to tam-
per evidence from being
released,” the court stated.
Justice Datta, said If the
accused interfered with
witnesses or tampered

back into custody. Howev-
er, the apex court said it
would lean in favour of the
“golden rule of bail juris-
prudence propounded by
Justice V.R. Krishna lyer of
*hail being the rule and fail
an exception™,

Issulng a series of direc-
tlons to ensure non-interfe-
rence of the accused in the
expeditious disposal of the
case, Justice Datta set aside
the High Court decision.

"Taking back the appel-
lants in custody for no bet-
ter reason than that the
Sessions Court should not
have been swayed by omis-
sion of the public prosecu-
tor to raise any objection to
grant of bail should not op-
erate to the appellants’
prejudice, more so when
two years have passed in
the interregnum,” the
Court reasoned.



» Bench: Justice Dipankar Datta
» Case: Restoration of bail for five alleged RSS workers accused in the murder of SDPI leader K.S.
Shan (Kerala, 2021)
* Judgment:
» Criminal antecedents alone cannot be grounds to deny bail,
» Especially when the accused have already undergone long incarceration as undertrials.

<" Key Observations
1. Bail vs. Jail Principle
» Courts must lean in favor of bail, following the “golden rule” propounded by Justice V.R. Krishna
lyer:

“Bail is the rule, jail is the exception.”

2. Long Detention
» Accused spent over a year behind bars before Sessions Court granted bail in 2022.
» They remained on bail for nearly two years before HC revoked it in 2024.
3. Kerala HC Error
« The HC mechanically revoked bail, overlooking:
« Long incarceration,
» Compliance with bail conditions,

» Absence of evidence tampering.



1. Article 21 - Right to Life and Liberty
e Unwarranted prolonged detention violates Article 21 (right to personal liberty).

» Bail ensures balance between individual liberty and societal interest.

2. Judicial Precedents
e Gudikanti Narasimhulu v. Public Prosecutor (1978): Bail not to be denied merely on moral grounds.

» State of Rajasthan v. Balchand (1977): Introduced the phrase "bail is the rule, jail the exception.”

e Hussainara Khatoon (1979): Emphasized the plight of undertrials and need for speedy trial.

3. Factors for Bail Decision
» Nature of offense, severity of punishment, likelihood of tampering, antecedents, and length of

custody.

e Criminal history alone is insufficient unless it affects trial fairness.



e 70% of India’s prison population are undertrials.

e Delay in trials leads to “punishment before
conviction.”

Law Commission Reports

e 268th Report (2017): Reform bail system, introduce
bail bonds and reduce arbitrary denial.

\ 4
e Courts must adopt a humanitarian approach, avoid
excessive pre-trial detention.

e Cites Maneka Gandhi v. Union of India (1978) —
“Procedure must be just, fair, and reasonable.”




India to hold mega drone
drill ‘Cold Start’ in Oct. to
test air defence capabilities

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

The Army, Navy, and Air
Force will conduct a joint
exercise in the first week of
October to test drones and
counter-drone systems.

Named “Cold Start”, the
exercise is likely to be held
in Madhya Pradesh. Offi-
cials described it as the big-
gest such drill to be con-
ducted since Operation
Sindoor, aimed at assess-
ing the effectiveness and
shortcomings of the cur-
rent air defence capabili-
ties.

Confirming the develop-
ment, a senior official said
the exercise would focus
on evaluating operational
readiness against evolving
aerial threats,

Industry partners, re-
search and development
agencies, academia, and
other stakeholders too will
participate in the exercise,

Speaking at a confe-
rence on “Counter UAVs &
air defence systems - the
future of modern warfare”
organised by the PHD
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (PHDCCI) in

New Delhi, the Chief of In-
tegrated Defence Staff, Air
Marshal Ashutosh Dixit,
who was the chief guest at
the event, made a pointed
reference to Pakistan.

Integrated system
“They too are working to
become like India, so we
must always stay a step
ahead. Our counter-drone
and GPS jamming systems
performed effectively dur-
ing Operation Sindoor, en-
suring no damage from ad-
versary drones. But the
adversary has also learned
our capabilities. Next time,
we have to be ahead and
much better,” he said.

He said the vision for

On alert: An Army jawan operating a drone in J&K. PT)

the future involves an inte-
grated defence system, in-
spired by the Sudarshan
Chakra concept, to coun-
ter drones, UAVs, hyper-
sonic weapons, and other
threats.

The Deputy Chief of the
Integrated Defence Staff
(Operations), Rakesh Sin-
ha, who was guest of ho-
nour at the event, said:
“The future of warfare will
be shaped by the ongoing
race between drones and
defensive measures. Na-
tions investing in counter-
drone systems will gain a
strategic edge. Counter-
drone technologies must
evolve continuously to ad-
dress drone capabilities.”



* Event: India will conduct a joint military exercise named
“Cold Start” in the first week of October.

* Forces involved: Army, Navy, and Air Force.
* Purpose:
* To test drones and counter-drone systems.

* To assess current air defence capabilities, identify
gaps, and strengthen integrated defence systems.

* Venue: Madhya Pradesh.

* Scale: Described as the largest drill since Operation
Sindoor.




* Key Focus Areas
* (a) Operational Readiness
* Evaluate the effectiveness of existing air defence systems.

* Ensure readiness against evolving aerial threats such as
UAVs, drones, and hypersonic weapons.

* (b) Integration & Collaboration
* Involves:
* Industry partners
* R&D agencies
* Academia
* Private defence firms
* Aim: Develop an integrated defence ecosystem.




Rajnath Singh launches India’s first
overseas defence facility in Morocco

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh and his Moroccan
counterpart, Abdelatif
Loudyi, inaugurated Tata
Advanced Systems Limi-
ted’s (TASL) defence manu-
facturing facility in Berre-
chid, Morocco, on
Tuesday. This is the first
such overseas plant by an
Indian firm.

The 20,000 square
metre facility will produce
the indigenously deve-
loped Wheeled Armoured
Platform (WhAP) 8x8,
jointly designed by TASL
and India’s Defence Re-
search and Development
Organisation (DRDO).

According to the Minis-
try of Defence, it was a
“historic moment” in In-
dia-Morocco ties.

Mr. Singh said the plant
marked a new chapter in
the strategic partnership
and symbolised the

Union Minister for Defence Rajnath Singh attends the inauguration
of Tata Advanced Systems Limited’s (TASL) state-of-the art defence
manufacturing facility at Berrechid, in Morocco on Tuesday. PIB

strength of India’s growing
defence industry. Initial
deliveries of WhAP vehi-
cles to the Royal Moroccan
Army will begin next
month, with production
starting three months
ahead of schedule. It is Mo-
rocco’s largest defence ma-
nufacturing facility and the
first such overseas plant by
an Indian private company
in Africa.

The WhAP is a modular
combat platform with ad-
vanced protection, mobili-
ty, and adaptability. Con-
figurations include
infantry fighting vehicle,
armoured personnel car-
rier, reconnaissance, com-
mand post, mortar carrier,
and ambulance variants,
with options for remote
weapon stations and anti-
tank guided missile sys-

tems, said the MoD.

Mr. Singh highlighted
that India’s vision of Aat-
manirbhar Bharat extends
beyond self-reliance to
“Make with Friends” and
“Make for the World.” He
noted that the project will
generate defence-related
jobs in Morocco, with one-
third of components
sourced locally at the out-
set, rising to 50% in the
coming years.

He stressed Morocco’s
strategic location as a gate-
way to Africa and Europe,
making the facility an ex-
port hub that will deepen
bilateral defence ties,
strengthen local capacity,
and contribute to regional
security.

The ceremony was at-
tended by Morocco’s Mi-
nister of Industry & Trade,
Ryad Mezzour, senior offi-
cials from both govern-
ments, the Royal Armed
Forces, and TASL repre-
sentatives.




» Occasion: Inauguration of Tata Advanced Systems Limited’s (TASL) defence manufacturing facility
in Berrechid, Morocco.
» Date: Tuesday (recent event).
» Dignitaries: Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and Moroccan counterpart Abdelatif Loudyi.
« Significance:
« First overseas defence plant by an Indian company.

« Marks a milestone in India=Morocco relations.

2. Facility Details

* Area: 20,000 sq. m.
* Product: Wheeled Armoured Platform (WhAP) 8x8
« Jointly developed by TASL and DRDO.
« Modular design: used for multiple roles — infantry fighting, reconnaissance, mortar carrier,
ambulance, command post.
» Features:
« Advanced protection
« Mobility
« Remote weapon stations
« Anti-tank guided missile systems

« Initial deliveries: To Royal Moroccan Army next month.
.



Strategic Importance

Symbolism:

e Represents India’s Aatmanirbhar Bharat vision beyond borders:
e “Make with Friends”
e “Make for the World”

Economic impact:

e Defence jobs in Morocco
¢ Local sourcing:

* 33% initially

e To increase to 50%

Geostrategic angle:

e Morocco’s location: Gateway to Africa and Europe

e Will enhance bilateral defence cooperation, local capacity, and
regional security.




————————
e India targets 35,000 Cr defence exports by

2025.

e Major recipients: Africa, Southeast Asia,
West Asia.

e India now ranks among top 25 arms
exporters.

e 5 Positive Indigenisation Lists (prohibiting
imports).

e DRDO, HAL, BEL, TASL, L&T leading exports.



Defence Exports Milestones

2016-17:X1,500 Cr

2023-24:%21,000+ Cr

Major buyers: Philippines (BrahMos), Armenia (Pinaka), Africa
(vehicles, radars)

C. India—Morocco Relations

Diplomatic ties since 1957

MoUs: Defence cooperation (2018), Counter-terrorism, Mining,
Education

Morocco: key partner in North Africa, supports India’s UNSC
aspirations




Dembele, Bonmati crowned
the best in the world

The latter becomes only the third player in the awards history to win three in a row after Platini (1983-85) and Messi
(2009-12); the Frenchman pips Barcelona’s Yamal for the title; PSG and Arsenal claim the Club of the Year honours

BALLON D'OR

Associated Press
PARIS

usmane Dembele
0won the Ballon
d'Or for leading

Paris Saint-Germain to its
first Champions League tit-
le, and Aitana Bonmati re-
ceived the women’s award
for a third successive year.

Dembele succeeded
Manchester City midfiel-
der Rodri to become the
sixth Frenchman to win it
after Raymond Kopa, Mi-
chel Platini, Jean-Pierre Pa-
pin, Zinedine Zidane and
Karim Benzema.

Bonmati won ahead of
her Spain teammate Mario-
na Caldentey. She's only
the third player in the
award’s history to win
three in a row after Platini
(1983-85) and Lionel Messi
(2009-12).

Dembele delivered 35
goals and 16 assists in 53 of-
ficial matches last season,

)

-
-—

Glorious day: Bonmati and Dembele pose with the coveted Ballon d'Or award. arp

and was involved in 14
goals (8 goals, 6 assists) in
the Champions League in
15 appearances.

Dembele received the
Ballon d'Or from former
winner Ronaldinho and

teared up during his accep-
tance speech, in which he
asked his mother to join
him on the stage.

“It’s incredible to win a
trophy like this,” he said in
French. “I worked for the

team to help win PSG’s first
Champions League... to
then be rewarded with an
individual trophy like the
Ballon d'Or is truly excep-
tional.”

Dembele won ahead of

teenage star Lamine Ya-
mal.

The forward, who
turned 18 in July, helped
Barcelona win LaLiga and
the Copa del Rey last sea-
son and reach the Cham-
pions League semifinals.
Yamal was given the Kopa
award for the best under-21
player for the second
straight year.

“I need to keep on work-
ing to win other awards in
the future,” Yamal said
through a translator.

The winners: Men’s and
Women’s: Ballon d’Or:
Ousmane Dembele & Aitana
Bonmati

Kopa Trophy (under-21):
Lamine Yamal & Vicky Lopez.
Yashin Trophy (goalkeeper):
Gianluigi Donnarumma &
Hannah Hampton

Johan Cruyff coaching award:
Luis Enrique & Sarina Wiegman.
Gerd Muller top-scorer
honour: Viktor Gyokeres & Ewa
Pajor.

Club of the Year: Paris
Saint-Germain & Arsenal,
Socrates award (humanitarian
work): Xana Foundation.



 Ousmane Dembele (France) won the Ballon d'Or 2024 (Men).
« Aitana Bonmati (Spain) won the Ballon d'Or Féminin (Women).

» Both recognized for exceptional performance in club and international football.

2. About Ousmane Dembele
e Club: Paris Saint-Germain (PSG)

» Achievements:

» Led PSG to its first UEFA Champions League title.

» Recorded 35 goals and 16 assists in 53 matches.

* Involved in 14 goals (8 goals + 6 assists) in the Champions League alone.
* Awards Context:

» Succeeds Rodri (Manchester City).

» Sixth Frenchman to win after Raymond Kopa, Michel Platini, Jean-Pierre Papin, Zinedine Zidane,

Karim Benzema.

» Statement: Dedicated the award to his mother; called it “a dream come true”.




4. Other Winners

Category

Kopa Trophy (U21)

Yashin Trophy (Goalkeeper)

Club of the Year

Johan Cruyff Coaching Award

Gerd Muller Award (Top Scorer)

Socrates Humanitarian Award

Winner

Lamine Yamal (Barcelona), Vicky Lopez

Gianluigi Donnarumma (PSG), Hannah Hampton

PSG (Men), Arsenal (Women)

Luis Enrique, Sarina Wiegman

Viktor Gyokeres, Ewa Pajor

XANA Foundation




Len str explodes Into deadly
violence; govt. blames activist

RIP office torched and Ladakh Hill Council premises vandalised as protesters secking Statehood. tribal status for region go

on a rampage: Centre says an unruly crowd destroved public property, attacked the police: 30 security personnel injured

Vijuita Singh
Peerzada Ashiq
NEW DELHUSRINAGAR

everal people were
feared dead and ma-
ny Iingured in Leh ol
ty in the Undon Tesritory of
Ladakh on Wednesday af-
tor an ongoing protest de-
manding the conssitutional
safeguards of Sustehood
and tribal status for the re-
gon  bordering  China
turned violent,
The Ursion Home Minis-

ing, in which “unfortumate-
Iy some casualties are re-
ported™, it sald,

The Ministry said & hun-
gor serike was started by
climate  activist  Sopam
Wangchuk on September
10 10 press for Sutehood
and

ftribal status) It said the

Government of India had
been  actively engaging
with the Leh Apex Body
(LAS) and the Kargil Demo-
cratic Aliiance (KDA), and
despite a planned meeting
on September 26 with the
leaders, *a mob gukded by
Sonam Wangchuk's provo-
cative statements™ caused
violence.

“The government
stands committed to the
aspiration of people of La-
dakh by providing adeq-
uate constitutional safe-
guards.” the Ministry said.

It added that the de-
mands on which Mr. Wang:
chuk was on hunger strike
were an integral part of the
discisssion of a high-po-
wered committee.

“Mislead the people’

“In spite of many beaders
urging to call off the bun-
ger strike, he continued
with the hunger serike arxl
misleading  the people
through provocative men-
tion of Arab Spring-style
arceest and refecences to

Public outerys A votvcle belcoging to the security Sorces was set on fire during the protests in Leh demanding Stasehood for the Ul

The protesters, mastly
youth, torched the BIP of
Bce and vandalised the La-
dakh Autonomous Hill De-
velopment Council

preméses,

The Ministry added that
the process of dialogue
through the high-powered

Tribe from 45% to S4%,
providing one-third reser-
vatlon for women (n the
councils, and dec!

Bhoti and Purgl as officia
languages. The for

frmned the deaths but did

e

not specify the number, ad-
ding that curfew had been
Imposed as a peecautionary
measure.
“Deployment of security
personnel was made in the

wake of 2 shutdown call 1o
maintain law and order in

fs (batons), However, there
was an attempt to burn

nistry officials had called a
of seven Jeaders
from Ladakh to Defhl an
September 26 for 2 preli-
minary meeting, Cherring
Dorjay Lakruk, the presi-
dent of the Ladakh Budd-
hist Association (LBA), told
The Rinda.
Mr. Lakruk, who & also

nion Termtory of Ladakh, on Wednesday. &

ple in the age group of 14-25
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Leh tense, under curfew a day
after death of four protesters

Dozens of people detained; bodies of people killed handed over 1o kin for Last rites; at least 15 suffered serious injuries,

says DGP; security forces wam people against venturing out of their houses; residents observe a shutdown in Kargil

Yijaita singh
NEW DELII SRINAGAR

eh town of Ladakh

remained tense on

Thursday amid cur
few as the bodies of four Jo-
cal people, who were
Killed during violent proc
ests, were handed over to
the families for last rites,
Dozens of people were de-
talned In & crackdown on
those suspected to have
participated in the street

was engaged by the Leh x)-
ministration 10 perform
the last rites of the four
persans. “The bodies were
handed over to the fami
Bess. As per the family wish,
all the four, who belong to
different villages, will be
cremated In Leh with all

Uneney calm: Charmed remains of vehicles outside the BUP ofice i Leb that wins set on Tire sfter 2 viclent protest in Ladaih ower demands
for Statehood and the inchesion of Ladalsh under the Sisth Schodule of the Corstitution. Av

respect,” Chering Dorjey ﬁgmdothcrsa:ﬁnmm
Lakrook, president of the I in Leh and 42
LBA and also co-chairman peop‘ehzwheenmmrd

of the Leh Apex Body
(LAB), said

hmesns were held on

Vight up week hunger strike called
Violent clashes broke out by climate activist Sanam
at the HJP office and the La-  Wangdhuk and his suppor-
dakh Autonomous Hill De ters. The strike was being
velopment  CouncilLeh  heid to press the Centre 1o
(LMIDCD on Wedmsd\y advance the Ladakhy Dethl
lialogue over the d ¢l
Emadeph,lmm of Statebood and inclusion
made across Leh. Security  in the Sixth Schedule.

forces, their  wehicles
mounted with speakers,
kept warning the people
from venturing out of their
houses.

SD. Singh Jamwal, Di-
rector-General of Police,
Ladakh, confirmed Wed-
nesday's deaths, adding
that 1S were seriousdy in-
Jured and one injured per-
son was airfifted to Delhi
for treatment. Thirty oth-
ers received minor inju
ries, and around 30 securi-
1y personnel were injured
in the viclence, he said.

Mr. Jamwal told The Hin-
du that a case Imvoking rice

Mr. Lakrook told The
Hindu that the deaths of
the four men during Wed-
nesday's  protests  were
caused by bullet wounds,
indicating “indsscriminate
firing by the police”,

The deceased were
identified as  Tsewang
Tharchin, 46, Jigmet Dor-
Jay. 25, Stanxin Namgyal,
23 and Rinchen Dadul, 20,
Tharchin was a retired sol-
dier from the Ladakh
Scouts,

Mr, Lakrook said that a
meeting was beld with re-
presentatives of the Union
Home Minisiry in Leh on

preparutory meeting
with the Ministry will take
place in Delhi on Septem-

LAB and the XDA, along
with the Member of Parfia-
ment from Ladakh” he
said.

(‘.lllhrjudldll
The members met the DGP

and demanded judicial in

Ladakb Lieutenam-Go-
vernor Kavinder Gupea has
warned that those wha re-
soeted to violence “will not
be spared”. He chaired a
high-Jevel security review
meeting In Leh and as
sessed the situation.

The District Magistrage,
Leh, has announced the
closure of all educational
Institutions across Leh dis

trict for two days from Sep-
tember 26.

In Kargil, another major
town of Ladakh, a shut-
down was observed by lo-
cals. All shops, offices and
educational instisutes re-
mained closed in Kargil to

ity with

express

Leh and their demands®
The shutdown call was is-
sued by the Kargll Demo
cratic Alliance (KDA),
kg of social, poHBml
and religious
organisations.

“Instead of handling the
protest peacefully, the
protestors were shot at
when the protest turned
viclent. Instead of sym-
pathising with people,
witch-hunting is  being
done,” Asger Al Karbalai,
co-chairman of the KDA,
which held a press confe
rence on violence, s,

Ladakh MP Hagl Hanlfa
sald, “We are of the opl
niots that extreme force
should not have been used
against a population wide-
ly known as peace-laving
people.”

Govt. withdraws
FCRA permit of
Wangchuk's outfit

NEW DELIE
The Union Kame Ninatry on
Thursday cancolled the Foreign

climate activist Sonam
Wangchuk, cting violatons.
Tha GBI ks also Inwestigating
another non-profit establshed
by hem, » PAGE 4

Ladakh crisis is
BJP govt’s own
creation: Cong.

NEW DELI

The Congress on Thursday sald
the crisis in Ladakh i the

B led Union govemment's
own creation snd asserted that
the demand of the people 1o
bring the region under the
Seath Schedule for the
protection of their deatzy and
dignity i legitimase, » PAGE 4




» The Union Territory (UT) of Ladakh witnessed deadly violence during ongoing protests demanding:
» Statehood for Ladakh.
e Sixth Schedule tribal safeguards for the region.

» The situation escalated when protesters torched the BJP office and vandalised Ladakh Hill Council

premises.

€ Background

» Since the abrogation of Article 370 and bifurcation of J&K into two UTs (Jammu & Kashmir and
Ladakh) in August 2019, Ladakh has been demanding:
1. Full-fledged statehood.
2. Sixth Schedule status (for protection of tribal rights and land).
3. Public Service Commission and separate parliamentary seats.
e Two key groups lead the movement:
 Leh Apex Body (LAB)
e Kargil Democratic Alliance (KDA)



*On September 25-26, 2025, protests intensified:
* Security vehicles set on fire, public property damaged.
* 30 security personnel injured; several protestors feared dead.
* Curfew imposed as precaution.
*Government’s statement:
* Blamed activist Sonam Wangchuk for "provocative
statements."
* Claimed he ended his hunger strike abruptly without aiding
calm.
e Described the mob as “guided by misinformation”.
*Protesters’ view:
* Alleged government inaction on promises made earlier.
* Demanded immediate talks and concrete steps on Statehood
& Sixth Schedule.



* Over 90% of Ladakh’s population belongs to Scheduled Tribes. They seek
inclusion under the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution of India.

* The Sixth Schedule provides Autonomous District Councils (ADCs) for
tribal areas. ADCs have legislative and administrative powers over land,
forests, water, agriculture, health, and policing. Currently, six
northeastern states have ADCs.

* Ladakh’s demand aims to secure similar autonomy and protect tribal
rights.
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No relief

The Karnatada High Court rejected X Corp.'s pestion challengng
Slocking orders sed snder the Infoemation Techmelogy Act

= Regalation of information in this

domain I neither nov cor snigque.
Movereign natite regulstes 2 kadis

Wheswise cannor, by amy wwretch of

omEtutional imagination, be branded

—T cing w0, Wy court

tvery

» Contore on 300 media muk be

repulated, particelacly v caves of nfisnces
A0t wossen, fuileng which the vight
dign ity of dtizems issndemiined, it iy

HC rejects appeal

by X Corp. against
takedown orders

then and subsisting today,
both and locally;
and regulation of Informa-
ton in this domain is neith-
er novel noe unigue”

to laws in the

regulatary
regime in the US., which is
the platform’s birthplace,
the court said that “under
the Take It Down Act of the
United States, It [X Corp.]
chooses to follow the sxid
Act as it crimdnalises the



1. Case Background
e Petitioner: X Corp. (Twitter)

» Respondent: Government of India (Ministry of Electronics and IT)
» |ssue: Challenge to blocking/takedown orders for certain posts/tweets under Section 79 IT Act.

» Court's Decision: Dismissed the petition; upheld the validity of government orders.

2. Court’'s Observations
» Social Media Regulation:

» Social media is a "modern amphitheatre of ideas,” but cannot function in “anarchic freedom”,

» Needs regulation, particularly for offensive content and posts that violate dignity of citizens.
* Right to Liberty % License for Lawlessness:

» Freedom under Article 19(1)(a) carries reasonable restrictions.

» Liberty must coexist with responsibility and accountability.



3. Reasoning Behind the Judgment
» Global Precedents:

 The U.S. also regulates online content under the Take Down Act.
» India’s regulation is neither novel nor unconstitutional.
e Platform Accountability:
» Platforms enjoy privileges but must adhere to local laws.
» Cannot claim exemption citing birthplace jurisdiction (U.S.).
* Unregulated Speech = Lawlessness

e Court warned against treating India as a “playground” for unregulated content.

4. Legal Provisions Involved
e Section 79, IT Act, 2000:

» Provides intermediary liability exemption if due diligence is followed.
» Allows government to issue blocking orders under Section 69A.
e Article19(1)(a) &19(2):
» Freedom of speech is subject to reasonable restrictions (sovereignty, security, morality, public

order).



Legal Provisions Section 79, IT Act,
Involved 2000:

e Provides intermediary
liability exemption if
due diligence is
followed.

e Allows government to
issue blocking orders
under Section 69A.

Article 19(1)(a) &

19(2):

e Freedom of speech is
subject to reasonable
restrictions
(sovereignty, security,
morality, public
order).




Past Precedents
*Shreya Singhal v. Union of India (2015):

* Struck down Section 66A (for being vague).

* Upheld Section 69A and blocking rules as constitutional.
*Facebook v. Union of India (2021):

* Platforms must follow traceability norms under IT Rules, 2021.
B IT Rules, 2021
*Mandate Grievance Redressal Officers, traceability, and compliance officers.
*Platforms must remove flagged content within 36 hours.
@ Recent Developments
*Government’s fact-check unit (under PIB) can mark misinformation.
*Debate on Digital India Act replacing IT Act, 2000.



Centre clears scheme to add
medical seats across country

5000 postgraduate and 5023 undergraduate medical seats to be added: existing medical colleges,

standalone postgraduate institutes, and hospitals run by the governments will be upgraded

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Union Cabinet,

chaired by Prime

Minister Narendra
Modi, on Wednesday ap-
proved Phase 3 of a Cen-
trally sponsored scheme
that will add 5,000 post-
graduate and 5,023 under-
graduate medical seats in
the country by 2028-29.

Under the scheme, ex-
isting medical colleges,
standalone postgraduate
institutes, and hospitals
run by the Union and the
State governments will be
strengthened and upgrad-
ed at an enhanced cost
ceiling of ¥1.5 crore a seat.

The Union government
said the initiative would
significantly augment the
number of MBBS seats and
availability of specialist
doctors by creating addi-
tional postgraduate seats,
and enable introduction of
new specialties across go-
vernment medical institu-
tions.

“This will strengthen
the overall availability of
doctors in the country,”
the Health Ministry said in
a press release,

The total financial impli-
cations of these two
schemes is 115,034.5 crore
from 202526 to 2028-29.
The Central share is

Improving conditions

The chart shows the number of medical colleges in India over the years and the number of MBBS

seats they offer

in the (ost
decade,

over 69,152
now NBEBS

seats hove
been odded,
registering
o growth of

127%

201718 2022-23

202526

Soucce: M6

A more inclusive and

Qualifications of
Faculty Regulation
issued. savs Minlstry

£10,303.20 crore and the
States’ 4,731.30 crore.
“The target of these
schemes is to increase
5,000 PG seats and 5,023
UG seats in government in-
stitutions by 2028-2029,"
the Ministry added.
Detailed guidelines will
be issued by the Union
Health and Family Welfare
Ministry for implementa-
tion of the schemes. Cur-
rently, India has 808 medi-

cal colleges with 1,23,700
MBBS seats.,

Over the past decade,
69,352 MBBS seats have
been added, a growth of
127%. Similarly, a total of
43,041 postgraduate seats
have been added, a 143%
rise.
“Despite the addition,
certain regions in India still
need to enhance capacities
to match the demand, ac-
cess and affordability of
healthcare,” the Ministry
said. Further, there are 22
All India Institutes of Medi-
cal Sciences approved un-
der the Pradhan Mantri
Swasthya Suraksha Yojana.

"Apart from providing
tertiary healthcare servic-
es, they also play an impor-

tant role in building a pool
of health professionals
with highest standards of
medical competence with
their latest teaching learn-
ing facilities,” the Ministry
said.

Faculty eligibility

The New Medical Institu-
tion (Qualifications of Fa-
culty) Regulations 2025
have been issued by adopt-
ing a more inclusive and
competency-based  ap-
proach to faculty eligibility
and recruitment. These
changes aim to address the
growing requirement of
teaching personnel and
meeting the academic and
professional standards, it
added.



» Approved Scheme: Phase 3 of a Centrally Sponsored Scheme (CSS)
 Aim: Increase the number of medical seats (both UG & PG) in government institutions

* Timeline: Implementation from 2025-26 to 2028-29

2. Seat Expansion

e UG seats: +5,023
» PG seats: +5,000
» Total new seats: 10,023

» Target: Strengthen medical education, increase availability of doctors & specialists

3. Financial Outlay

» Total Cost: 215,034.5 crore
* Central Share: 210,303.2 crore
» State Share: 24,731.3 crore

» Upgradation cost per college: 21.5 crore (for infrastructure and capacity building)



ul Data & Trends

Year

2017-18
2022-23

2025-26*

. In the last decade:

No. of Medical Colleges

479

648

808

* 69,352 MBBS seats added (+127% growth)”
e "“43,041 PG seats added (+143% growth)”

No. of MBBS Seats

67,218

96,077

1,23,700



Improving conditions

The chart shows the number of medical colleges in India over the years and the number of MBBS
seats they offer
In the last

decade, i, =h
over 69,352 —.
new MBBS - -
seats have

been added,
registering

a growth of

127%

B Number of medical colleges =)= Number of seats

1,23,700
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DRDO conducts rail-based
launch of Agni-Prime missile

The Defence Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) and the Strategic Forces
Command (SFC) successfully test-fired the
Intermediate Range Agni-Prime missile from a
rail-based mobile launcher on Thursday, under
full operational conditions. The Defence Ministry
said the next-generation missile, designed for a
range of up to 2,000 km, incorporates advanced
features and marks the first launch from a
specially developed rail-based system capable of
rapid, low-visibility deployment with
cross-country mobility. The missile’s trajectory
was tracked by multiple ground stations, with the
test meeting all mission objectives.




Type: Intermediate-Range Ballistic Missile (IRBM)
Range: Up to 2,000 km
Developer: DRDO
Command User: Strategic Forces Command (SFC)
Purpose: Designed to replace older Agni-I class missiles with better accuracy and mobility.
Features:
e Lightweight (uses composite materials)
e Dual-stage solid propulsion
e Advanced navigation and guidance systems
» |ntegrated with canisterized launcher

e Capable of carrying nuclear and conventional warheads



< 3. Significance of Rail-Based Launch

« First launch from a specially developed rail-based mobile launcher.
« Enhances:

» Mobility: Cross-country movement

» Stealth: Low-visibility deployment

» Survivability: Dispersed deployment complicates enemy targeting

* Ensures rapid deployment across India’s vast railway network.

@" 4. Strategic Importance

» Complements India’s nuclear triad (Land, Air, Sea delivery systems).
« Aligns with “Credible Minimum Deterrence” under India’s No-First-Use nuclear policy.

» Increases flexibility and survivability of missile assets during conflict scenarios.

7 5. Test Details

» Conducted under full operational conditions.
« Missile trajectory tracked by multiple ground stations.

« All mission objectives met, confirming reliability.



e Agni Series Overview:
e Agni-I. 700-1,200 km
e Agni-Il: 2,000-3,500 km
e Agni-lll: 3,500-5,000 km
e Agni-1V: ~4,000 km
e Agni-V: 5,000+ km, canisterized ICBM

e Agni-P (Prime): Advanced version with better accuracy, mobility, and lightweight design.

& 7. Global Comparison

e Russia & China operate similar rail-mobile ICBM systems (e.g. Russia's Barguzin concept).

» India's adoption of this system enhances second-strike capability.



At least 38 dead in stampede at Vijay’s rally

I Chaos as crowd rushes to see the actor on a congested I T.N. CM leaves for Karur, announces 10 lakh for kin § Over 80 injured rushed to hospitals; PM,
President, top leaders express condolences

road; eight children and 16 women among those dead

C.Jaisankar
Nacchinarkkiniyan M.

KARUR

t least 38 people,
A incuding  eight
children and 16

women, died in a stam-
pede at a rally addressed
by Tamilaga Vettri Kazha-
gam (TVK) president and
actor Vijay in Karur on Sa-
turday, as part of his State-
wide political tour. Over 80
people were injured.

The meeting, held at Ve-
lusamypuram, began at
7.20 p.m. and drew several
thousand people who had
been packed into congest-
ed roads from the morn-
ing, waiting to see and hear
Mr. Vijay. As the crowd,
mostly youngsters, surged
towards the vehicles to see
the  actor-turned-politi-
cian, many people who
had been standing at the
meeting point since 10
a.m. were forced to move
to give way for Mr. Vijay's
vehicle. With very little
room left to move, chaos
and confusion ensued,
triggering a stampede. Sev-
eral people fell on a co-

vered shed, where a gener-
ator had been placed to
provide electricity to illum-
inate the area.

Mass fainting

As the event progressed,
there were repeated in-
stances of people fainting.
Witnessing their distress,
Mr. Vijay paused his
speech, threw water bot-
tles from his van, and
asked one of his aides to
check on the gathering.

When he noticed some-
one collapse near his vehi-
cle, he used the micro-
phone to instruct party
members to call an ambu-
lance immediately.

Seeing many people
fainting and sensing that
the situation was getting
out of control, Mr. Vijay cut
short his speech and left
the spot, which by then re-
sembled a war zone, with
hundreds of shoes and san-
dals, water bottles,
clothes, and other posses-
sions strewn on the road.

Soon, ambulances ar-
rived and transported the
injured to the old Govern-
ment Hospital and the Go-

of deceased,; retired judge to head probe panel

Emergency rescue: People injured during the stampede at a rally being rushed in to the Government
Hospital in Karur on Saturday, M. MOORTHY

vernment Medical College
Hospital in Karur. Reports
of missing children in the
aftermath of the stampede
added to the chaos.
Speaking to The Hindu,
Karur Medical College Hos-
pital Dean R. Shanthimalar
said: “Nearly 50 people are
being treated in the ICU
ward. More cases are still
coming in, and we are in
the process of consolidat-
ing details.” Many of those

injured are still in a serious
condition, officials said.
Chief Minister M.K. Sta-
lin, who left for Karur on
Saturday night, announced
a solatium of %10 lakh to
the families of those who
died in the stampede, and
21 lakh for those who were
hospitalised. The State go-
vernment has announced
a panel to be headed by re-
tired judge Aruna Jagadee-
san to probe the circum-

stances that led to the
stampede, Mr. Stalin said.
Mr. Vijay, in a late-night
post on X, said his heart
was shattered and he was
languishing in pain. He ex-
pressed his deep condo-
lences and grief to “dear
brothers and sisters”. He
said he was also praying for
the speedy recovery of
those admitted to hospital.
Karur District Collector
M. Thangavel and former

Minister V. Senthilbalaji
were among the first to
rush to the hospitals.

Mr. Senthilbalaji told
presspersons that doctors
have been summoned
from Salem and Namakkal
to help out at the Karur Go-
vernment Medical College
Hospital.

“A number of people
have been admitted to
private hospitals as well.
We have told them not to
charge these patients
anything. The government
will take care of the ex-
penses,” he said.

A senior police official
said TVK functionaries re-
fused to conduct the meet-
ing in an open space at Ka-
rur. People walked with
the actor’s vehicle and got
exhausted while the crowd
swelled.

“No arrangement was
made for drinking water fa-
cilities. Many women came
with their children to the
event. An open ground
would have been much saf-
er place for the meeting-
..but the organisers did
not agree to the sugges-
tion,” the officer who pre-

ferred not to be quoted
said.

Deeply saddening: PM
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi expressed his condo-
lences. “The unfortunate
incident during a political
rally in Karur, Tamil Nadu,
is deeply saddening. My
thoughts are with the fami-
lies who have lost their
loved ones. Wishing
strength to them in this dif-
ficult time. Praying for a
swift recovery to all those
injured,” he said on X. Pre-
sident Droupadi Murmu,
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh, Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah, Tamil Nadu
Governor R.N. Ravi, Lead-
er of Opposition in the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi, and
actor Rajinikanth also ex-
tended their heartfelt con-
dolences to the families.
Mr. Vijay had embarked
on his first State-wide polit-
ical tour from Tiruchi on
September 13 and visited
several districts on Satur-

days.

LONG WAIT, POOR PLANNING
» PAGE 3
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» Incident: Stampede at a political rally addressed by Tamil actor-politician Vijay in Karur.
» Date & Time: Saturday evening, around 7:20 p.m.
» Casualties:
« Total deaths: 38
« Women: 16
« Children: 8
« Injured: Over 80; 50 in ICU
e Cause: Overcrowding and chaos on congested roads; rush to see actor-politician.

2. Sequence of Events

« Rally organized by: Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK)
» Crowd buildup: Thousands gathered since morning.
» Trigger: Rush towards Vijay's vehicle after speech; lack of space and control.
» Consequences:
» Mass fainting due to congestion and heat.
* Multiple people trampled.
» Bottles, sandals, clothes scattered on site.

» Missing children reported; search operations launched.



3. Administrative Response

» Rescue Operations:
» Ambulances rushed to the spot.
« Hospitals mobilized staff from nearby districts (Salem, Namakkal).
* Government Action:
« Chief Minister M.K. Stalin visited Karur, announced 210 lakh compensation to families of
deceased, 21 lakh for injured.
« Ordered judicial inquiry headed by retired judge Aruna Jagadeesan.
* Law & Order:

» Police cleared area; post-mortem conducted; crowd control measures reviewed.

4. Political & Social Reaction

» Prime Minister Narendra Modi:
» Called it "deeply saddening”; extended condolences.
» President Droupadi Murmu, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, and other leaders also expressed
grief.
» Actor Vijay:
» Posted condolence message, paused rallies.

» Promised support to affected families.



5. Governance & Policy Angles

(a) Disaster Management Lessons
« Lack of crowd control and inadequate planning led to tragedy.

* No pre-defined evacuation route or medical preparedness.
» Highlights need for Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) for political rallies, like in large religious
gatherings (e.g. Kumbh Mela).

(b) Legal Context
« Liability & Inquiry: Judicial probe will examine organizer responsibility under CrPC Section 176
(Magisterial Inquiry) and Disaster Management Act, 2005.
» Accountability: Possible charges under IPC Sections 304A (death by negligence) and 336-338

(endangering life).

(c) Administrative Measures
 Crowd estimation & management tools (Al-based surveillance, drone monitoring).

 Mandatory permissions and risk assessment under Tamil Nadu Public Safety Act.



(a) Historical Parallels
e 2004 Kumbh Mela Stampede - 39 deaths.

e 2011 Sabarimala Stampede - 106 deaths.
« 2013 Allahabad Kumbh Mela — 36 deaths.

2022 Hathras Stampede - highlights recurring failures in event planning.

(b) Administrative Best Practices
 Deploying crowd simulation models.

e Coordination between district administration, police, fire, and health departments.

» Public awareness on safe exit routes and discipline at large events.

(c) Ethical Angle
» Public leaders must ensure safety over spectacle.

e Responsibility in mobilizing crowds—moral accountability.



UNESCO includes India’s Cold
Desert to global biosphere list

India's Cold Desert Biosphere Reserve has been
named among 26 new biosphere reserves across
several countries, UNESCO announced on
Saturday. With this addition, India now has 13
biospheres listed in UNESCO’s World Network of
Biosphere Reserves (WNBR). Spanning about
7,770 sq. km across the dramatic landscapes of
Himachal Pradesh’s Lahaul-Spiti district, the Cold
Desert Biosphere Reserve was included in the
WNBR at the 37th session of UNESCO's
International Coordinating Council of the Man
and the Biosphere (MAB) held in Paris, Union
Minister for Environment and Forests Bhupender
Yadav said in a post on X.




» India’'s Cold Desert Biosphere Reserve has been included among 26 new biosphere reserves

globally by UNESCO.
e With this addition, India now has 13 sites in the UNESCO World Network of Biosphere Reserves

(WNBR).

2. About Cold Desert Biosphere Reserve

o 9 Location: Lahaul-Spiti district, Himachal Pradesh
o © Area: ~ 7,770 sq. km

» 4 Characterized by dramatic landscapes, cold arid climate, and unique biodiversity.

3. UNESCO Inclusion
e {2 Added during the 37th session of UNESCO'’s International Coordinating Council of the Man and
the Biosphere (MAB) held in Paris.

e 2 Announced by Union Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav.



e After inclusion, India has 13 Biosphere Reserves recognized globally.
* () Some other Indian biosphere reserves in the WNBR:

e Nilgiri (Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka)

e Gulf of Mannar (Tamil Nadu)

» Sundarbans (West Bengal)

 Nanda Devi (Uttarakhand)

e Great Nicobar (Andaman & Nicobar)

» Similipal (Odisha)

 Nokrek (Meghalaya)

e Pachmarhi (Madhya Pradesh)

» Achanakmar-Amarkantak (Chhattisgarh, MP)

« Khangchendzonga (Sikkim)

 Panna (Madhya Pradesh)

e Agasthyamala (TN, Kerala)

» Cold Desert (Himachal Pradesh) — £4 new addition.



* About the MAB Programme
« H Launched by UNESCO in 1971.

« @ Aim: Promote sustainable balance between
biodiversity conservation and human activity.

« B WNBR = network of all biosphere reserves recognized
globally.

e 6. Significance of Inclusion

* Enhances global recognition of India’s conservation
efforts.

* Helps promote eco-tourism, research, and funding
opportunities.

e Strengthens India’s role in global biodiversity
conservation.



< Biosphere Reserve:
» A site for conservation of biodiversity, research, and sustainable use.
» Has three zones:
1. Core: Strictly protected area.
2. Buffer: Limited human activity.

3. Transition: Sustainable use & settlements.

India updates its list of biosphere reserves under the Man and Biosphere (MAB) Programme

periodically.
Y First Biosphere Reserve in India: Nilgiri (1986)
& Total WNBR sites globally: 748 (as of 2025, across 134 countries)
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Trump slaps tariffs on drugs, trucks, furniture

The new tariffs, including 100% duties on branded
drugs and 25% on heavy-duty trucks, take effect Oct. 1

Reuters
WASHINGTON

.S. President Do-

nald Trump on

Thursday unveiled
a new round of punishing
tariffs on a broad range of
imported goods in the U.S.,
including 100% duties on
branded drugs and 25% ta-
riffs on heavy-duty trucks,
set to come into force next
week.

The announcements,
made on Truth Social, did
not include details about
whether the new levies
would apply on top of na-
tional tariffs or whether
economies with trade
deals such as the EU and Ja-
pan would be exempted.

Mr. Trump also said he
would start charging a 50%
tariff on kitchen cabinets
and bathroom vanities and
a 30% tariff on upholstered

furniture, with all the new
duties to take effect from
October 1.

‘Large-scale flooding’
“The reason for this is the
large scale “FLOODING” of
these products into the
U.S. by other outside Coun-
tries,” Mr. Trump said on
Truth Social.

The new actions are
seen as part of the Trump
administration’s shift to
better-established  legal
authorities for its tariff ac-
tions, given the risks asso-
ciated with a case before
the Supreme Court on the
legality of his sweeping
global tariffs.

The new 100% tariff on
any branded pharmaceuti-
cal product will apply to all
imports unless the compa-
ny has already broken
ground on building a ma-
nufacturing plant in the

'.

U.S., Mr. Trump said.

The Pharmaceutical Re-
search and Manufacturers
of America, an industry

group, said companies
“continue to announce
hundreds of billions in new
U.S. investments. Tariffs
risk those plans.”

The Trump administra-
tion has opened a dozen
probes into the national se-
curity ramifications of im-

Trump justifies the move as a response to the
large-scale ‘flooding’ of such goods into the U.S.

President Trump slapped fresh tariffs on specific

W More pain points

sectors after imposing sweeping global tariffs

100% [25% |30-35%
tariff on any tariff an heavy- | tariffs on
branded or duty trucks; household
patented key exporters | furniture —
pharmaceutical | include kitchen cabinets,
product unless | Mexico, bathroom
the firmis Canada, Japan, | vanities, and
building a plant | Germany, upholstered
i inUS. Finland furniture
ports of wind turbines, air- chinery. Mr. Trump has
planes, semiconductors, made the levies a key fo-

polysilicon, copper, tim-
ber, and lumber, and criti-
cal minerals to form the ba-
sis of new tariffs.

New probes

Mr. Trump this week an-
nounced new probes into
personal protective equip-
ment, medical items, ro-
botics and industrial ma-

reign policy tool, using
them to renegotiate trade
deals, extract concessions
and exert political pres-
sure on other countries.
His administration has
touted tariffs as a signifi-
cant revenue source, with
Treasury Secretary Scott
Bessent saying Washington
could collect $300 billion

Tariffs to protect manufacturers from unfair
outside competition, says administration

by the end of the year.

Mr. Trump previously
imposed national security
tariffs on steel and alumini-
um and derivatives, light-
duty autos and parts, and
copper.

The Trump administra-
tion’s trade deals with Ja-
pan, the EU, and the U.K.
include provisions that cap
tariffs for specific products
such as autos, semiconduc-
tors, and pharmaceuticals,
which means the new
higher national security ta-
riffs likely won’t raise it
above the agreed rates.

Mr. Trump said the new
heavy-duty truck tariffs
were to protect manufac-
turers from “unfair outside
competition” and said the
move would benefit com-
panies such as Paccar-
owned Peterbilt and Ken-
worth and Daimler Truck-
owned Freightliner.

The U.S. pharmaceuti-
cal trade group said earlier
this year that 53% by value
of the $85.6 billion in ingre-
dients used in medicines
consumed in the U.S. was
manufactured in the U.S.,
with the remainder from
Europe and other U.S.
allies.

The U.S. Chamber of
Commerce earlier urged
the department not to im-
pose new truck tariffs, not-
ing the top five import
sources are Mexico, Cana-
da, Japan, Germany, and
Finland, “all of which are
allies or close partners of
the United States posing no
threat to U.S. national se-
curity.” Mexico is the lar-
gest exporter of medium-
and heavy-duty trucks to
the U.S.

SUDDEN IMPACT UNLIKELY
» PAGE 11




Sector

Pharmaceuticals

Heavy-duty trucks

Furniture & fittings

Tariff
100%

25%

30-35%

Key Exporters
India, EU, UK

Mexico, Japan,
Canada, Germany,
Finland

China, Vietham,
Mexico



* Pharmaceutical industry:
* 53% of ingredients used in U.S. drugs are already made domestically.
* Concerns over cost escalation and supply disruptions.

* Chamber of Commerce: Warns new tariffs may hurt U.S. consumers and partners (e.g. Mexico, Germany,
Japan).

* 6. Geopolitical Impact

 Allies affected:
* Many exporters (Japan, Germany, Canada) are U.S. allies.
e Could strain diplomatic ties.

» Seen as part of “America First” economic nationalism.



135 cases of President’s Rule, new party at helm 87 times after it was lifted

ANJISHNUDAS
NEW DELHI, SEPFTEMBER 20

IT'S been eight months since
President’s Rule was imposed in
Manipur. During his visit to the
state on September 13, first time
since ethnic violence broke outin
May 2023, PM Narendra Modi
called for peace between the
Meitei and Kuki-Zo communities.

During the Monsoon Session
of Parliament, President’s Rule in
Manipur was extended for an-
other six months,

An analysis shows that since
Independence, President’s Rule
has been invoked 135 times,
starting with 1953, and that af-
ter its revocation, the party in
power before its imposition was
dethroned 87 times. Of these, 69
times followed fresh elections.
In other words, nearly two-
thirds of the time, a new party
came to power after revocation

| .

of President’s Rule.

Punjab{including when parts
of it were known as the Patiala
and East Punjab States Union or
PEPSU) has seen the most in-
stances of the state government
changing hands after President’s
Rule was revoked, at seven. From
the early 1970s to the late 1980s,
power mostly alternated be-
tween the Congress and SAD,
which had the BJPasits ally, then,
as they were the two dominant
parties before the rise of the AAP.

During the peak of militancy,
Punjab saw the longest spells of
President’s Rule in the 1980s and
1990s; a total of nine times the
state has been under President’s
Rule for atotal of 3878 days, sec-
ond only to J&K (4,668 days ).

In terms of the total number
of times, Manipur has seen the
most at 11, followed by Uttar
Pradesh at 10. While Punjab, J&K
and Manipur all fought periods
of militancy, in UP, it was politi-

STATES WHERE GOVT CHANGED AFTER
PRESIDENT'S RULE REVOKED

Instances: 5
GUJARAT

In10caseswhena

different party came Instances: 6

to powar past-Pres-

dent's Ride, previous PUDUCHERRY
govtsdismissed due

tovidence orlaw

arder breakdown Source: Lok Sabha Secretanat

| |

cal instability that led to
President’s Rule.

After Punjab, it is Manipur
that has seen the most political
shifts after periods of President’s
Rule, at six times. Four of those
times, Congress came to power,
replacing the previous ruling
party or coalition. The fali of the
previous governments was pre-
cipitated by resignations or de-
fections. The other parties that
came to power in this mannerin
Manipur were the Janata Party
and the Manipur People’s Party.

President’s Rule was first im-
posed in Manipur in 1967, ahead
of elections to the then UT's first-
ever Assembiy. The Congress won
16 seatsinthe 30-member House,
amajority of just one, Then the
Speaker, belonging to Congress,
resigned, and the majority was
lost, After the government col-
lapsed, the Assembly was kept in
suspended animation. By 1968,
the Congress was able toform the

epaper.indianexprem

government again without fresh
elections, bringing an end to
President’s Rule.

In 1972, President’s Rule was
imposed for the third time in
Manipur after a statehood move-
ment turned violent, That year,
Manipur became a full-fledged
state and in the ensuing elections,
the former Congress government
was ousted by a Manipur People’s
Party-led coalition.

In 1977, in the post-Emerg-
ency elections where the Congr-
ess was swept out of power, the
Janata Party also came to power
inManipur, after a series of defec-
tions in Congress led toa collapse
of the government and the impo-
sition of President’s Rule, Several
Congress-ruled Houses across the
country were similarfy dissolved
by the Janata Party government.

In 1979, the Janata Party gov-
ernment in Manipur fell amid
rising discontent within the
party and corruption charges,

and President’s Rule returned. In
the 1980 Assembly polls, the
Congress returned.

Uttar Pradesh and Puduchernry
have seen governments change
six times each after President’s
Rule, while Gujarat and J&K have
seen such a change five times
each, and Bihar, Karnataka and
Kerala four imes each.

Kerala was also the first state
to get a non-Congress govern-
ment in 1957, afterthe EM S
Namboodiripad-led CPf cameto
power dethroning the Congress
aftera period of President’s Rule,

In 25 instances when the
Assembly was dissolved despite
the ruling party or coalition
holding a majority, the party in
power got replaced after
President’s Rule, Ten such in-
stances came in 1977, when the
Janata Party government at the
Centre dismissed several state
governments after the Congress
lost power. Of the 10 states, the

Janata Party came to power in
eight, with regional parties
forming the government in two.
In 1980, when Congress re-
turmed to power, it dismissed 8
state grovernments despite the fact
that they held majonities. Cong-
ress came to power in all 8 states.
In 10 cases where a different
party came to power after
President’s Rule was revoked, the
previous governments had been
dismissed owingtoviolenceora
breakdown of law and order.
Forinstance, in 1992, the gov-
ernments of UP, Himachal
Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh
were dissolved in the wake of
Babri Masjid demolition. Ineach
of these states, the BJP lost power
in polls held after President's
Rule was revoked. Similarly,
Manipur, Assam, Punjab and
Nagaland, where President's
Rule was imposed over violent
insurgencies, saw change of gov-
ernment after it was lifted.

[ )




Since Independence, President’s Rule (Article 356) has been imposed 135 times across Indian states. In

87 instances, a new political party or coalition came to power once President’s Rule was revoked.

@ Key Facts and Statistics
e Total Instances: 135
 Times New Party Took Power After Revocation: 87
» States with Maximum Government Changes Post-Revocation:
e Punjab (7) - including PEPSU
e Manipur (6)
e Puducherry (6)
e Uttar Pradesh (5)
e Gujarat (5)
e Jammu & Kashmir (5)
» Longest Periods Under Rule:
 Jammu & Kashmir — 4,668 days
» Punjab - 3,878 days J



 Article 356: Allows President’s Rule when a state government cannot function as per the
Constitution.

* Invoked when:
* Constitutional machinery fails.
* Law and order breakdown.
 Political instability or defections.

e Approval: Parliament must approve within 2 months; can extend up to 3 years in special
cases (e.g., national emergency, Election Commission certifies difficulty in elections).



Notable Examples

Punjab (1970s—80s): Frequent changes between Congress and Akali Dal.

Manipur: Seen six shifts; often due to militancy, defections, or resignations.

UP (1992): Imposed post-Babri Masjid demolition; BJP lost power afterward.

» Kerala (1957): First non-Congress government (E.M.S. Namboodiripad-led CPI) came
after President’s Rule.

* 1980: Congress dismissed 8 state governments simultaneously post-revocation.



* S.R. Bommai vs Union of India (1994):
e Judicial review allowed for Article 356.
* Misuse of President’s Rule restricted.
* Floor test mandated to prove majority.
* Federalism declared a basic structure.



Cancer cases peak amid global decline: Study

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

WHILE THE rates of cancer cases
and deaths are on a decline glob-
ally, they are increasing in India,
according to a latest study in The
Lancet. Data shows the rate of can-
cer occurrence in India increased
from84.8 per 100,000 population
in 1990to 107.2 per 100,000 pop-
ulation in 2023, which translates
to around 15 lakh cases. The rate
of cancerdeaths in India increased
from 71.7 per 100,000 in 1990 to
86.9 per 100,000 in 2023, trans-
lating to around 12.1 lakh deaths.

While the cancer and death
rates for India are still lower than
the global average, they areonthe
rise in the country. This means
that lower-middle income coun-
tries, including India, need to fu-
ture-proof their health systems to
tackle the increasing number of
such cases.

“The rise of cancer in LMICs is
an impending disaster,” said co-
author DrMeghnath Dhimal from
the Nepal Health Research
Council inarelease. While the rate
of cancer occurrence and deaths
have been going down globally,
the cases will continue to increase,
affecting 30.5 million people and
killing 18.6 million in 2050, ac-
cording to the latest Global

WHAT NUMBERS SAY

M India M Global

in 1990

Incidence N 84.8

(Cases per 100,000)

220.6

Incidence I 107.2
in2023 | 2051

Mortality IS 71.7
in1990 | 150.7

Mortality SN 86.9
in2023 | 114.6

Burden of Disease estimates, To
compare, there were an estimated
18.5 million cases and 10.4 million
deathsin 2023, according todata.
The rates of occurrence, onthe
other hand, dropped from 220.6
per 100,000 population in 1990,
t0 205.1 in 2023, and will likely
drop further to 192.9 in 2025.
Whenitcomes tomortality rate, it
reduced from 150.7 per 100,000
in 1990, to 114.6 in 2023, and will
likely drop to 107.9 in 2025, the
data shows. This suggests the in-
crease in the number of cancer
cases and deaths are due to grow-
ing and ageing populations.
Most of these cancer cases and
deaths will be in the low and mid-
dle income countries, according
tothe study. It says over halfof the

new cases and two-thirds of the
deaths will be in these countries,
which includes India. The global
decline in cancer incidence and
mortality rate was largely driven
by high and upper middle income
countries, the study says.

Dr Abhishek Shankar, oncolo-
gist from the AlIMS-Delhi and one
of the collaborators for the study,
said, “We need to work on several
fronts. First, there is aneed for sus-
tained communicationcampaigns
so that people can seek care early.
These campaigns have to happen
year-round. Second, all stakehold-
ers need to be involved.
Interventions for cancers have
largely been led by oncologists, but
thatis notenough. We need toin-
volve everybody for quick detec-

Tackling
cancer
® triggers

EXPLAINED

ACCORDING TO an expert,
modifiable risk factors
such as use of tobaccoand
alcohol, unhealthy diet
and poor control of hyper-
tension and diabetes may
play arole in 70% of the
cancer cases in India. The
high pollution levels also
add to the risk factor for
Indians. The cancer bur-
den for the country can be
reduced via vaccination
drives for HPV and
Hepatitis B, improvement
of air quality and cleanli-
ness to prevent infections.

tion and treatment. Unfortunately,
one of the biggest health pro-
grammes of the country for non-
communicable diseases focuses
largely on screening and notondi-
agnosis and treatment,” he said.
“Screening forcancersalso has
to be evidence based — using
methods and in populations
where it will result in maximum
benefit. And, importantly,any pro-
gramme on cancer has to adapt
quickly to newer therapiesascan-

cercareisevolving atarapid pace.”

India reported 15.6 lakh cancer
casesand 8,74 lakh deathsin 2024,
according to estimates based on
data from 43 cancer registries
across the country. There were an
estimated 14.1 lakh casesand 9.16
lakh deaths in 2022, according to
estimates from WHO's Global
Cancer Observatory. Both these
studies — as well as the Global
Burden of Disease estimates — de-
pend ondata fromthe same ICMR
coordinated cancer registries.
They, however, use different mod-
els toarrive at the estimates.

The study estimates that
around 42% of cancer deaths were
attributable to modifiable risk fac-
tors such as use of tobaccoand al-
cohol, unhealthy diets, poor con-
trol of hypertension and diabetes
amongothers. This means asignif-
icant number of the cases and
deaths can be prevented through
behaviour change.

Shankar says as high as 70% of
cancer cases in India may be at-
tributable to modifiable risk fac-
tors. “In addition to the high
prevalence of obesity and dia-
betes, Indiaalso has a large pool of
tobacco users. We have a high in-
cidence of infections that are as-
sociated with cancerssuchas HPV,
Hepatitis B,and H Pylon. The high
pollution levels are an additional
risk factor for Indians,” he said.



1. Incidence of Cancer

» India:
« 1990 - 84.8 per 100,000
« 2023 -107.2 per 100,000
e ./ ~26% increase
« =15 lakh cases in 2023

» Global:
* 1990 - 220.6 per 100,000
* 2023 -205.1per 100,000

M\ Decline due to better healthcare & awareness

2. Mortality Rate

* India:
* 1990 - 71.7 per 100,000
* 2023 -86.9 per 100,000
 =x=12.1lakh deaths in 2023

» Global:
« 1990 - 150.7 per 100,000
« 2023 -114.6 per 100,000

e "\ Decline due to early detection and treatment



~/ Causes for India’s Rising Trend

1. Lifestyle & Risk Factors

» High prevalence of modifiable risk factors:
* Tobacco, alcohol, unhealthy diet
* Poor control of hypertension and diabetes

» 70% of cancer cases in India linked to these factors.

2. Environmental Triggers

» High pollution levels add to cancer risk (especially lung & oral cancers).

3. Ageing Population

* Growth and ageing are key drivers of increasing cancer incidence.

«” Vaccination & Preventive Care

 HPV and Hepatitis B vaccines can reduce related cancers.

» Importance of cleanliness and infection control to prevent secondary cancers.



 India’s top cancers: Oral, lung, breast, cervical, stomach.

* National Programme for Prevention and Control of Cancer, Diabetes,
Cardiovascular Diseases and Stroke (NPCDCS):

* Launched in 2010
* Aims at early detection and awareness.

* HPV Vaccine: Approved for girls aged 9-14; part of Universal Immunization
Programme (UIP) expansion.

* SDG Goal 3.4: Reduce premature mortality from NCDs by one-third by 2030.



PM launches BSNL’s ‘swadeshi’ 4G network

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
JHARSUGUDA, SEPTEMBER 27

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi
on Saturday inaugurated BSNL's
‘Swadeshi’ 4G stack, marking
India’'sentry intoa coveted league
of nations that manufacture tele-
com equipment.

Modi, who launched the facil-
ity on the occasion of the Bharat
Sanchar Nigam Limited’s silver ju-
bilee, also commissioned more
than 97,500 mobile 4G towers, in-

In a screengrab from a video, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
is seen inaugurating projects, in Jharsuguda, Odisha on

Saturday.

@NarendraModi via PTI
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cluding 92,600 4G technology
sites of the telecom service
provider. These towers have been
built ata cost of around Rs 37,000
crore with ‘swadeshi’ (indige-
nous) technology, he said.

While lauding the BSNLand its
partners’ dedication, Modi said
the launch of the ‘Swadeshi’ 4G
stack marked India’s entry into a
league of nations such as
Denmark, Sweden, South Korea,
and China, which manufacture
homegrown telecom equipment.
Stating that when telecom serv-

ices like 2G, 3G, and 4G were in-
troduced globally and India re-
mained dependent on foreign
technology for these services,
Modi said, “Now, India is advanc-
ing towards becoming a global
telecom manufacturing hub”.

The PM said the expansion of
4G technology will directly bene-
fit over two crore people nation-
wide. “Approximately 30,000 vil-
lages, which previously lacked
high-speed internet access, will
now be connected through this
initiative,” Modi said.
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. Launch Event

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated BSNL's indigenously developed 4G stack.
« Marked India’s entry into the select league of nations that manufacture telecom equipment.
. Scale of Deployment

e Commissioned 97,500 mobile 4G towers.

e Includes 92,600 4G technology sites.

e Total project cost: 37,000 crore.

. Technology Aspect

e Entirely ‘'Swadeshi’ (indigenous) technology.

» Represents a shift from dependence on foreign vendors for 2G/3G/4G technologies.

. Impact

e Aims to benefit 2 crore people nationwide.

e 30,000 villages to be connected with high-speed internet for the first time.

» Step toward making India a “global telecom manufacturing hub.”



* India joins the league of countries with indigenous telecom manufacturing:
DK Denmark, se Sweden, KR South Korea, cN China.

O Economic & Social Implications

Promotes digital inclusion in rural areas.

Enables Digital India, e-Governance, and fintech penetration.

Expected to generate employment and strengthen Make in India.



BSNL Background

Founded: 2000

100% government-owned telecom PSU.

Aim: To provide affordable telecom services, especially in rural areas.

2. Government Initiatives Linked

Digital India Mission (2015)

BharatNet Project — connecting gram panchayats via optical fiber.

PLI Scheme for telecom and networking products (X12,195 crore outlay).
3. Atmanirbhar Bharat Goals

Indigenous design, development, and manufacturing of core telecom equipment.
Enhance strategic autonomy and cybersecurity.



India’s First Dugong
Conservation Reserve
Recognised Globally



India’s Dugong Conservation
Reserve in Palk Bay has
received formal recognition
from the International Union
for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN).

The motion was adopted at

the IUCN World Conservation

Congress 2025 held in Abu
Dhabi




India’s Mahi Banswara
Rajasthan Atomic Power
Project




* The foundation stone for the Mahi Banswara Rajasthan Atomic Power
Project (MBRAPP) was recently laid by Prime Minister Narendra Mod..
This major nuclear power plant in Rajasthan marks step in India’s
energy sector.

* The project is expected to enhance clean energy production and
support economic growth in the region.



* Project Overview and Investment

* MBRAPP involves an investment of around 42,000 crore. It will be
one of India’s largest nuclear power plants. The plant will have four

indigenous 700 MW Pressurised Heavy Water Reactors (PHWRs) with
advanced safety features.

* These reactors are known as IPHWR 700 and have been designed by
the Nuclear Power Corporation of India Limited (NPCIL). The project
aims to supply reliable base-load power to Rajasthan and
neighbouring states.






* The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) in partnership
with climate tech CEO Chris Kemper announced the 2025 Young
Champions of the Earth.

* This year’s winners come from India, Kenya, and the United States.

* Their innovations contribute to a global circular economy and tackle
urgent environmental challenges such as wastewater treatment,
plastic pollution, and sustainable material alternatives.

 The award includes seed funding, mentorship, and a platform to
scale their solutions globally



Surajpur Declared Child
Marriage-Free Panchayats
Milestone



* The Surajpur district of Chhattisgarh achieved a landmark success in
2025 by declaring 75 village panchayats as Child Marriage-Free
Panchayats. This recognition came during the launch of the Healthy

Women, Empowered Families campaign and National Nutrition
Month.

* The declaration was based on the absence of any child marriage cases
in these panchayats for over two years.

* This milestone marks the power of community engagement and

government initiatives in eliminating child marriage, a deep-rooted
social evil.



Astrosat, India’s first space observatory,
completes a decade among the stars

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU
India’s first dedicated

space astronomy observa-
tory, AstroSat, completed a
decade of operations on
Sunday.

Ten years ago, on Sep-
tember 28, 2015, the PSLV-
C30 (XL) rocket carrying
AstroSat lifted off from the
Satish Dhawan Space
Centre in Sriharikota.
Though the designed mis-
sion life of AstroSat was
five years, it continues to
provide valuable data.

In the last decade, the
multi-wavelength  space
observatory with five pay-
loads aboard has made ma-
jor interesting discoveries.

Commemorating the
milestone in a post on X,
the Indian Space Research
Organisation said, “On this
day 10 years ago, AstroSat,
India’s first multi wave-

Keen explorer: Though the designed mission life of AstroSat was
five years, it continues to provide valuable data.

length astronomy observa-
tory was launched by ISRO.
From black holes to neu-
tron stars, from the nearest
star Proxima Centauri to
first time detection of FUV
photons from galaxies 9.3
billion light years away, As-
troSat enabled ground-
breaking insights across
the electromagnetic spec-
trum from UV/Visible to

high energy X-rays. Con-
gratulating AstroSat for a
successful decade and
wishing many more years
of exciting results and dis-
coveries.”

Five payloads

AstroSat was designed to
observe the universe in the
visible, ultraviolet, low and
high energy X-ray regions

of the electromagnetic
spectrum simultaneously
with the help of its five
payloads.

The five payloads are
the Ultra Violet Imaging
Telescope (UVIT), Large
Area X-ray Proportional
Counter (LAXPC), Cadmi-
um-Zinc-Telluride Imager
(CZTI), Soft X-ray Tele-
scope (SXT), and the Scan-
ning Sky Monitor (SSM).

Collaborative effort
Astrosat was realised by
the ISRO with the partici-
pation of all major astrono-
my institutions, including
the Inter University Centre
for Astronomy and Astro-
physics, Tata Institute of
Fundamental Research, In-
dian Institute of Astrophys-
ics, and the Raman Re-
search Institute (RRI),
some universities of India
and two institutions from
Canada and the U.K.



 Launched by: ISRO

 Launch Date: 28 September 2015

e Launch Vehicle: PSLV-C30 (XL)

e Launch Site: Satish Dhawan Space Centre (Sriharikota)
» Designed Mission Life: 5 years

e Operational Duration: 10 years (still functioning in 2025)

2. Key Objectives

 To observe the universe in multiple wavelengths — ultraviolet (UV), visible, and X-ray.
» Enable simultaneous multi-wavelength observations of celestial bodies such as black holes,

neutron stars, galaxies, and quasars.



3. Major Achievements

Detected far-ultraviolet (FUV) photons from galaxies 9.3 billion light-years away.

Provided continuous data on variable stars, X-ray binaries, and active galactic nuclei.
Enabled study of stellar evolution, galactic formation, and black hole behavior.

Established India as one of the few countries with space-based astronomy capability (others
include USA’'s Chandra, ESA's XMM-Newton).

4. Payloads (Instruments)

Payload Function

UVIT (Ultraviolet Imaging Telescope) Observes in UV and visible spectrum
LAXPC (Large Area X-ray Proportional Counter) Studies X-rays from compact objects
CZTI (Cadmium-Zinc-Telluride Imager) Hard X-ray imaging and polarization
SXT (Soft X-ray Telescope) Soft X-ray imaging

SSM (Scanning Sky Monitor) Monitors X-ray sky for transient sources



National Institutions:

e Inter University Centre for Astronomy and Astrophysics (IUCAA)
e Tata Institute of Fundamental Research (TIFR)

e |Indian Institute of Astrophysics (lIA)

e Raman Research Institute (RRI)

International Partners:

e Canada
e United Kingdom

6. Significance
India joined the elite league of countries with dedicated space observatories.

Provided data for over 1,000 research papers globally.

Helped build scientific capacity and international collaborations in astrophysics.




e Hubble Space Telescope (USA) — e XPoSat (2024): X-ray Polarimeter

UV, visible, near-IR Satellite (launched in Jan 2024)

e Chandra X-ray Observatory (USA) e Aditya-L1 (2023): Solar mission to
— X-ray study the Sun’s corona

e XMM-Newton (ESA) — X-ray e INSAT, GSAT series:

Communication & meteorology
satellites
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