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•“Courage is not the 
absence of fear, it is 
the decision that your 
purpose is louder 
than your hesitation.”

























• Consider the following statements regarding the Supreme Court’s advisory opinion on 
Presidential Reference (2024):

• The Supreme Court held that it can impose fixed time limits on Governors to give assent under 
Article 200 in exceptional circumstances.

• The Court ruled that “deemed assent” cannot be assumed merely because a Governor or 
President delays action on a Bill.

• The President is constitutionally required to seek the Supreme Court’s opinion under Article 143 
whenever a Bill is reserved for his consideration.

• Which of the above statements is/are correct?

• A. 2 only
B. 1 and 2 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D. 1, 2 and 3





Topic Key Points (Exam-Focused)

What happened?
• U.S. State Department approved sale of Javelin missiles + Excalibur projectiles + related equipment 
to India.• Total estimated cost: $92.8 million.• DSCA (Defense Security Cooperation Agency) notified 
U.S. Congress.

Why significant?
• Shows easing of trade tensions between India–U.S. after months of disagreements.• Strengthens 
India's precision-strike capability and counters regional threats.

Items India requested
• 216 M982A1 Excalibur tactical projectiles (precision-guided artillery).• 100 FGM-148 Javelin 
rounds.• 1 Javelin missile system.• 25 Javelin Lightweight Command Launch Units (LWCLU) or Block 
1 CLU.

Purpose & benefits to India
• Boosts first-strike accuracy of India’s brigades.• Enhances homeland defence and deterrence.• No 
difficulty in absorbing these systems.

Strategic context
• Aligns with U.S. foreign policy: strengthens “major defence partner” India.• Supports Indo-Pacific 
strategic stability, peace, and countering China’s influence.

Economic angle
• Excalibur deal worth $47.1 million.• Javelin deal worth $45.7 million.• Comes days after India 
announced long-term deal to import American LPG.



Trade ties update
• Sixth round of Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA) talks held in October (delayed 
from August).• Hopes of concluding first tranche “soon”.

Logistics included
• Portable fire control systems.• Propellant charges, primers.• Technical assistance 
+ data + repair + return services.• Extended logistics & programme support.

Which agency approved 
it?

U.S. Defense Security Cooperation Agency (DSCA).

Historical/Static Add-ons

• Javelin is a fire-and-forget infrared-guided anti-tank missile (U.S.).• Excalibur: 
GPS-guided artillery shell, used by U.S. since Iraq War.• India became Major 
Defense Partner of U.S. in 2016.• Foundational defense agreements: LEMOA 
(2016), COMCASA (2018), BECA (2020).

Geopolitical layer
• Counter to China + Pakistan military posturing.• Part of India-U.S. defence 
deepening under Indo-Pacific strategy.• Supports India’s artillery modernization.



Approx. period Equipment / deal Approx. value* (USD) Notes / role

2008–2011 6 × C-130J Super Hercules + 4 more later ~$1–1.5 bn (LOA + follow-on)
Special-forces capable tactical airlift; first big post-2005 
deal.

2011–2014 10 × C-17 Globemaster-III ~$4 bn+
Strategic heavy-lift backbone of IAF; among largest 
single Indo-U.S. defence contracts.

2009–2020 12 × P-8I Poseidon maritime patrol aircraft ~$3 bn (multiple tranches)
Critical for anti-submarine & Indian Ocean surveillance; 
operated by Indian Navy.

2015–2019
22 Apache AH-64E attack + 15 Chinook CH-
47F(I) heavy-lift helicopters

“Multi-billion dollar” contract 
(≈$3 bn)

Boosts IAF offensive capability & high-altitude logistics 
(e.g., Himalayas). (Facebook)

2016 145 × M777 ultra-light howitzers ≈$737 mn
Lightweight 155-mm guns for rapid deployment in 
mountains.

2019–2020
FGM-148 Javelin missiles & M982A1 Excalibur 
precision artillery shells

≈$94–95 mn (Javelin) + ≈$47 
mn (Excalibur)

Enhances infantry anti-tank capability & precision long-
range artillery. (State Department)

2020
24 × MH-60R Seahawk multirole naval 
helicopters

≈$2.6 bn
Replaces ageing Sea Kings; key for ASW & surface 
warfare.

2023–2024 
(proposed/cleared)

Up to 31 MQ-9B armed drones 
(Predator/SeaGuardian)

≈$3.99 bn (notified)
Long-endurance ISR + precision strike; part of broader 
iCET & maritime cooperation. (KalingaTV)

https://www.facebook.com/TheAjitDoval/posts/another-success-story-of-make-in-india-defence-procurementchinook-and-apache-att/2106995969512869/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.state.gov/u-s-security-cooperation-with-india?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://kalingatv.com/nation/india-us-bilateral-defense-trade-pegged-at-usd-25-billion/?utm_source=chatgpt.com


Period (SIPRI-based)
Top suppliers to India & shares in total 

arms imports
What it implies about the U.S. share

2016–20

Russia 49%, France 18%, Israel 13%; 

others (incl. U.S., South Korea, etc.) 

together 20%. (Межа. Новини України.)

U.S. is part of the “others” block; its share 

<20% and clearly lower than Russia, 

France, Israel, but still significant as 

India’s 4th/5th-largest supplier.

2020–24 (recent SIPRI-based 

reporting)

Russia 36%, France 33%, Israel 13% –

top three now supply ~82% of India’s 

imports. (Межа. Новини України.)

Remaining ~18% of imports come from 

“other” suppliers (U.S., Italy, South Korea, 

etc.). U.S. share is in single digits, 

indicating reduced relative dependence

on U.S. hardware even as overall 

defence cooperation is strong.

Long-term trend

Russia’s share steadily declining; 

France’s and Israel’s rising; U.S. goes 

from a major new entrant in 2000s to a 

steady but not dominant supplier in 

2010s–20s. (Azerbaycan24)

India uses U.S. equipment mainly for 

strategic enablers (lift, maritime patrol, 

helicopters, precision munitions) rather 

than bulk combat aircraft or tanks, which 

keeps the U.S. percentage moderate.

https://mezha.net/eng/bukvy/russia-and-india-negotiate-expanded-s-400-missile-system-deliveries/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://mezha.net/eng/bukvy/russia-and-india-negotiate-expanded-s-400-missile-system-deliveries/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.azerbaycan24.com/en/india-is-not-abandoning-russian-weapons-envoy/?utm_source=chatgpt.com


• Consider the following statements regarding the recent U.S. missile sale to India:

• The deal includes the purchase of Excalibur guided projectiles and Javelin anti-tank missiles.

• The sale was approved directly by the U.S. President without Congressional notification.

• The sale aims to enhance India’s precision-strike capability and strengthen homeland defense.

• It is part of improving bilateral defence ties under the India–U.S. Major Defence Partner 
framework.

• Which of the above statements are correct?

• Options:

• A. 1 and 3 only
B. 1, 3 and 4 only
C. 2 and 4 only
D. All of the above









Birth Anniversary of Rani Lakshmibai







Full Name Manikarnika Tambe (popularly Rani Lakshmibai)

Birth 19th November 1828, Varanasi

Parents Father: Moropant Tambe (Maratha noble) • Mother: Bhagirathi Sapre

Early Skills Expert in horse riding, sword fighting, archery, and shooting

Childhood Friends Nana Sahib & Tatya Tope (later leaders of 1857 revolt)

Marriage Married Maharaja Gangadhar Rao of Jhansi at age 14

Adopted Son Damodar Rao (adopted after her infant son died)

Annexation Issue
After Maharaja’s death (1853), the British rejected Damodar Rao’s claim using Doctrine of Lapse
(Lord Dalhousie)



Role in 1857 Revolt A leading figure; became symbol of bravery, resistance & patriotism

Battle Participation Key battles: Jhansi (1857), Kalpi (1858), Gwalior (1858)

Death 18 June 1858, Gwalior, fighting British forces

Legacy
Known as “Jhansi ki Rani”; symbol of women empowerment & national 
pride

Famous Quote “Main apni Jhansi nahi doongi” (attributed in folklore)

British View Hugh Rose wrote she was the “best and bravest” among rebel leaders

Modern Tributes
Indian Navy’s ship INS Jhansi, multiple statues, Manikarnika Fort, annual 
celebrations



Category Fact

Doctrine of Lapse
Introduced by Lord Dalhousie: annexation if ruler dies 
without natural heir

Jhansi Fort
Built by the Bundelas; Lakshmibai’s main defense 
during the rebellion

Women in 1857
Lakshmibai inspired women like Begum Hazrat Mahal
& Rani Avantibai

Global Perception
British officers were shocked at her leadership in a 
patriarchal era

Cultural Legacy
Stories preserved in Subhadra Kumari Chauhan’s 
famous poem “Khoob ladi mardani…”





108th Birth 
Anniversary of Indira 

Gandhi





Full Name Indira Priyadarshini Gandhi

Birth 19 November 1917, Allahabad

Parents Jawaharlal Nehru & Kamala Nehru

Political Role India’s first and only woman Prime Minister

Tenure as PM 1966–1977 and 1980–1984

Childhood Freedom Activity
Founded Bal Charkha Sangh & Vanar Sena (1930) to support Non-Cooperation 
Movement

Imprisonment Jailed during Quit India Movement (1942)

Key Contribution – Bank 
Nationalisation

In 1969, nationalised 14 major banks → rural credit, financial inclusion

Green Revolution
Promoted HYV seeds, fertilisers, irrigation (1969–1974), helping India achieve 
food self-sufficiency



1971 Bangladesh Liberation 

War

Led India’s decisive support → liberation of Bangladesh; Indo-

Soviet Treaty (1971) strengthened foreign policy

Pokhran-I (Smiling Buddha)
Conducted India’s first nuclear test in 1974 → India became 

nuclear-capable

Emergency (1975–1977)
Declared internal Emergency → suspended civil liberties, 

censored press (controversial period)

Assassination
31 October 1984, by her Sikh bodyguards after Operation Blue 

Star

Legacy
Strong central leadership; architect of modern India's food & 

foreign policy self-reliance

Memorial Shakti Sthal, New Delhi

Congress Leadership
Significant role in shaping Indian National Congress post-Nehru 

era



Category Fact

UN Recognition
One of the world’s most powerful women 
leaders in the 20th century

Operation Blue Star (1984)
Ordered military action to remove militants 
from Golden Temple

Foreign Policy
Strengthened Non-Aligned Movement 
(NAM), close ties with USSR

Social Programs Garibi Hatao campaign (poverty alleviation)

Educational Background
Studied at Shantiniketan (Tagore), Oxford 
(Somerville College)



Former Chile President 
Michelle Bachelet gets 

Indira Gandhi Peace Prize





• Michelle Bachelet, the former President of Chile, has been awarded the Indira Gandhi 
Peace Prize for 2024.

• About

• It is an annual award established by the Indira Gandhi Memorial Trust in India.

• The prize is named in honor of the late Prime Minister of India, Indira Gandhi, and it 
was instituted in 1986.

• The award is presented to individuals or organizations that have made significant 
contributions to the promotion of international understanding and peace, the 
development of new international economic order, and the strengthening of democracy.



Categories: The award is presented in three 
categories:

• Peace: Recognizes efforts to promote and 
maintain international peace and security.

• Disarmament: Acknowledges 
contributions to the reduction and 
elimination of weapons of mass 
destruction.

• Development: Honors work in promoting 
economic and social development.

The award ceremony typically takes place 
on November 19th, the birth anniversary of 

Indira Gandhi.



Topic Details

Full Name Verónica Michelle Bachelet Jeria

Born 29 Sep 1951, Santiago, Chile

Education/Profession
MD (University of Chile); Pediatrician; public-health training (Chile & 
Germany)

Political Affiliation Socialist Party of Chile

Historic Firsts
First woman President of Chile; first woman Defence Minister of Chile
(2002–04)

Key National Offices
President of Chile (two non-consecutive terms): 2006–2010 and 2014–2018; 
Minister of Health (2000–02); Minister of Defence (2002–04)

Major Presidency Highlights
Social protection expansion; pension reform (solidarity pillar); post-
earthquake reconstruction (2010); tax & education reforms; 2017 law 
decriminalising abortion on three grounds; civil unions law (2015)

International Roles
Founding Executive Director, UN Women (2010–2013); UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights (2018–2022)



Human-Rights Context

Father Gen. Alberto Bachelet died in custody after 
opposing the 1973 coup; Bachelet and her mother were 
detained, then lived in exile (Australia & East Germany) 
before returning to Chile

Notable 
Awards/Recognition

Numerous honorary doctorates and global leadership 
awards (women’s rights, human rights, governance)

Ideology/Focus Areas
Social democracy; gender equality; poverty reduction; 
universal social protection; human rights

Family Divorced; two children

Why She’s Asked in Exams
Latin America’s firsts; women in leadership; UN system 
roles (UN Women, OHCHR); Chile’s democratic 
consolidation post-Pinochet



COP31 – Turkey to Host



Topic Key Points (Exam-Ready)

Host Country for COP31 (2026) Turkey will host COP31 under a compromise arrangement with Australia.

Why Compromise?
COP30 negotiations (Brazil) ended in a stalemate; both Australia & Turkey wanted hosting rights. 
The deal allows Turkey to host COP31, while Australia gets other climate negotiation privileges.

Context Behind the Dispute
• Australia and Turkey both bid in 2022.• Neither was willing to withdraw, leading to prolonged 
diplomatic deadlock.• Brazil’s COP30 facilitations helped reach settlement.

Significance of COP31
• Will occur at a time of intense debate on climate finance, adaptation, and NDC commitments.• 
Requires strong leadership amid rising climate disasters & global emission gaps.

Possible Focus Areas at COP31
• Climate Finance (100bn USD & New Collective Quantified Goals).• Loss & Damage Fund 
operationalisation.• Global Stocktake follow-up.• Technology transfer & carbon markets (Article 6).

Why Turkey is Important?
• A bridge nation between Europe & Asia.• Member of OECD but not part of EU.• Previously 
categorised under “Annex-I but not Annex-II”, causing disagreements over climate responsibilities.



Australia’s Stake
• Australia wants to rebuild its global climate credibility after criticism for 
being among the world’s largest coal exporters.• It had earlier hosted 
COP6 (2000) negotiations informally.

COP31 & India
• India will push for Climate Justice, CBDR-RC, Global South financing, and 
faster climate tech deployment.• India may seek more clarity on LiFE, 
Mission LiFE, and global adaptation frameworks.

– COP at a Glance
• COP = Conference of Parties under UNFCCC (1992).• Meet annually to 
negotiate climate actions.• Landmark COPs: COP21 (Paris), COP26 
(Glasgow), COP27 (Egypt), COP28 (Dubai).

Additional Geo-Political 
Angle

• Turkey hosting strengthens its global diplomatic presence.• Türkiye’s 
growing role in Middle East, NATO disputes, and trade corridors increases 
its international relevance.

Static Booster (for exam)
• UNFCCC HQ – Bonn, Germany.• First COP – Berlin (1995).• Paris 
Agreement legally binds nations on NDCs & 2°C/1.5°C goals.



UAE–China Digital 
Currency Transfer



Topic Details

Country Involved United Arab Emirates (UAE) & China

Event
UAE completed its first-ever cross-border digital currency payment
to China

Type of Currency Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC)

Mechanism Used
UAE’s new blockchain-based cross-border digital currency 
settlement system

Significance
Marks a major leap in global financial connectivity, digital 
payments, and fintech cooperation

Purpose
Improve settlement efficiency, reduce transaction costs & enhance 
transparency in international trade payments

Geopolitical Importance
Strengthens UAE–China economic partnership; reinforces Gulf 
nations’ shift toward digital financial architecture



Global Context
Part of the growing global adoption of CBDCs; China is already a world 
leader with its Digital Yuan (e-CNY)

UAE’s Digital Currency Vision
UAE aims to become a global digital finance hub under its “Digital 
Dirham Strategy”

International Relevance
Supports UAE’s participation in m-CBDC Bridge Project (with China, 
Thailand, Hong Kong & BIS Innovation Hub)

Benefits
Faster cross-border payments, lower costs, reduced dependency on 
SWIFT, improved transparency and security

UPSC Pointers – CBDC concept & benefits

– m-CBDC Bridge Project

– UAE–China economic relations

– Global shift from SWIFT to 
blockchain payments



Parameter Rupee (Physical Currency) e-Rupee / Digital Rupee (CBDC)

What it is Physical money: notes & coins RBI-issued digital currency (electronic form of Rupee)

Issuer RBI RBI

Form Paper notes, coins Pure digital token

Where value is stored In your wallet physically In a CBDC wallet, not in a bank account

Type of money Fiat currency Sovereign digital currency

Legal Tender? Yes Yes (same as cash)

Needs Bank Account? No No (wallet-to-wallet possible)

Internet Required? No Mostly yes (offline version under testing)

Settlement Instant (physical) Instant in RBI ledger

Interest Earned No No

Traceability Difficult High (token but RBI monitored)

Privacy High (anonymous) Medium (more than UPI, less than cash)

Risk of Bank Failure None None (RBI liability)

Main Use Cash transactions Digital cash alternative

Examples ₹10 note, ₹500 note e₹-R (Retail CBDC), e₹-W (Wholesale CBDC)



India’s Indigenous Gene 
Therapy for Sickle Cell 

Disease













Topic Key Points

Latest News
India launched its first CRISPR-based indigenous gene therapy for 
Sickle Cell Disease (SCD). Named BIRSA-101 after tribal icon Birsa 
Munda.

Launched By Union Minister of State for Science & Technology.

Developed Under
Department of Biotechnology + National Mission on Sickle Cell Anaemia 
Elimination (2023–2030). Part of Aatmanirbhar Bharat in health.

What is the 
Therapy?

A gene-editing solution using CRISPR-Cas9 to correct the defective gene 
responsible for SCD. Aims at curative, long-term treatment.

Why is it Significant?
- First indigenous gene therapy- Boosts India’s genomic medicine 
capabilities- Reduces global dependency- Major milestone in tribal 
healthcare

Disease Burden
Sickle Cell Disease disproportionately affects Central & Eastern India’s 
tribal belt (Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Jharkhand, MP, Maharashtra).



Symptoms of SCD Chronic anaemia, severe pain crises, infections, organ damage.

Historical/Extra UPSC Facts
- Sickle Cell mutation originated as protection against malaria (evolutionary 
fact).- 2023: India launched National Sickle Cell Anaemia Elimination 
Mission.- WHO recognises SCD as a major global genetic disease.

What is CRISPR?
A genome-editing technology using Cas9 enzyme to cut defective DNA and 
replace it with corrected DNA. Nobel Prize 2020 (Doudna & Charpentier).

Why Named BIRSA-101?
After Birsa Munda, a tribal freedom fighter—aligns with mission to help tribal 
communities.

Global Comparison
US and Europe have recently approved first CRISPR-based therapies; India 
joins the list, marking low-cost innovation potential.

Exam Angles
- Tribal welfare- Genomic medicine- National health missions- Biotechnology 
advancements- CRISPR applications











Thank you ☺


