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🇮🇹 : India–Italy 'Special Strategic Partnership'

भारत–इटली विशेष रणनीवतक साझेदारी | GS II: International Relations | Defence | Critical Minerals | FAO

🛡️ Defence Industrial Road 
Map

रक्षाऔद्योविक रोड मैप

Co-production of defence systems

⛏️ Critical Minerals MoU

महत्वपूणण खवनजMoU
Lithium, Cobalt, Rare Earths via 
Africa

🌾 Agriculture Research 
MoU

कृवष अनुसंधान MoU
Connects ICAR with Italian 
institutions

🔎 Guardia di Finanza–ED 
MoU

वित्तीय अपराध सहयोि

Italy's financial police ↔ India's ED

KEY DEVELOPMENTS / मुख्यघटनाक्रम

• Bilateral tier upgraded: 'Special Strategic Partnership' (2025)

• PM Modi: 'win-win partnership' | 'continuous contact on Ukraine, 
West Asia'

• Italy = G7 + NATO member | PM Meloni held G7 Presidency 2024

• UNCLOS commitment: 'free, open Indo-Pacific'; freedom of navigation 
in Hormuz

• PM Modi gifted 'Melody' toffees — Parle Products — symbol of soft 
diplomacy

• India–Africa Forum Summit-4: India+Italy to work trilaterally in Africa

FAO AGRICOLA MEDAL + MATTEI PLAN

• 🏅 FAO Agricola Medal 2026 awarded to PM Modi at FAO HQ, Rome

• FAO: Food & Agriculture Organization | Founded 1945 | HQ: Rome | DG: 
QU Dongyu

• Rome = HQ of FAO + IFAD + WFP — 3 UN Food Agencies

• Medal basis: PM-KISAN, Soil Health Card, Millets diplomacy (IYM 2023), 
Natural Farming

• 🌍Mattei Plan: Italy's €5.5B Africa strategy (energy, education, health)

• Named after Enrico Mattei — founder of Italian energy company ENI

• India+Italy agree on DPI, agriculture, education, AI, renewable energy in 
Africa

🔑 Keys: UNCLOS | Strait of Hormuz | Mattei Plan | FAO-IFAD-WFP Rome | AgustaWestland history | Leonardo (defence) | India-Africa Forum Summit | CCPA | ED | Guardia di Finanza



Art.1 — Multi-Subject Grid + Historical Timeline | बहु-विषय संबंध + कालक्रम

📚 History / इविहास

AgustaWestland scam 2013 | Enrico Marinelli 
fishermen 2012 | Marco Polo visited India | 
Bilateral reset post-2021

🗺️ Geography / भूगोल

Italy: Mediterranean, Alps, Apennines | Strait of 
Hormuz: Iran–Oman | Rome: HQ of 
FAO+IFAD+WFP | Africa: DPI+renewable energy 
zone

⚖️ Polity / राजव्यिस्था

UNCLOS 1982 (India ratified 1995): EEZ=200NM | 
India's Strategic Partnership tiers | Directorate of 
Enforcement (ED): FEMA+PMLA | Article 246 + 
Entry 14 (foreign affairs)

💰 Economy / अर्थव्यिस्था

Critical minerals: Lithium/Cobalt/Rare Earths | 
India-Italy trade ~$15B | Mattei Plan €5.5B | 
Labour mobility MoU → remittances | India-EU FTA 
(stalled)

🌱 Environment / पयाथिरण

Renewable energy in Africa (solar, wind) | India's 
International Solar Alliance (ISA) | COP climate 
targets | India: Net Zero 2070

🔬 Sci & Tech / विज्ञान

Defence Industrial Road Map: drones, naval, 
aerospace | AI in Africa (education, healthcare) | 
DPI (India Stack: Aadhaar+UPI+DigiLocker) as 
global model

⏱ India–Italy Historical Timeline
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📚 : Taiwan Travelogue — International Booker Prize 2026

अंतरराष्ट्र ीय बुकर पुरस्कार 2026 | GS I: World History, Culture

£50K
Prize Money

(Author + Translator split)

1st
Mandarin Chinese winner
पहली मंदाररन विजेता

1938
Novel's setting

1938 Japanese-ruled Taiwan

2nd
Consecutive year

And Other Stories wins

NOVEL DETAILS / उपन्यास वििरण

• Author: Yáng Shuāng-zi (Taiwanese) | Translator: Lin King

• Publisher: And Other Stories (Independent, UK)

• Ceremony: Tate Modern, London | May 19, 2026

• Judges Chair: Natasha Brown (acclaimed British author)

• Setting: 1938 Taiwan under Japanese colonial rule

• Characters: Aoyama Chizuko (Japanese novelist from Nagasaki) + 
Chizuru (Taiwanese interpreter+cook)

• Form: Experimental — foreword, fictional footnotes, real translator's 
notes

• Themes: Colonial power, class, food as resistance, queer romance

• Judges: 'Captivating, slyly sophisticated novel' — romance AND 
postcolonial novel

TAIWAN GEOPOLITICS / िाइिान भू-राजनीवि

• Treaty of Shimonoseki (1895): Japan got Taiwan from Qing China

• 1945: Japan surrendered → Taiwan to Republic of China (ROC)

• 1949: Chiang Kai-shek fled to Taiwan after losing to Mao's Communists

• PRC claims Taiwan under 'One China Policy' (most nations accept)

• Taiwan Relations Act (1979, USA): Arms supply to Taiwan

• India: No formal ties; India-Taipei Association (ITA) + TECC

• TSMC: World's largest chip foundry; ~65% world's advanced chips

• Taiwan = one of 'Four Asian Tigers' (with South Korea, HK, Singapore)

• Taiwan Strait: 180km; PRC-Taiwan most sensitive waterway

• Nobel Literature 2024: Han Kang (South Korea) — 'historical traumas'

🔑 Keys: Booker = best translated fiction in English | Tate Modern London | One China Policy | Treaty of Shimonoseki 1895 | TSMC | Four Asian Tigers | Nobel 2024: Han Kang





⚖️ : SC Rejects Plea Against Caste Count in Census 2027

जनिणना 2027 में जावत िणना | GS II: Polity | CJI Surya Kant | Census Act 1948 | OBC | Mandal | Indra Sawhney

1931
Last caste census

Colonial India

27%
OBC reservation

Mandal Commission 1980

50%
Reservation ceiling

Indra Sawhney 1992

59.5%
Total reservations now

(SC+ST+OBC+EWS)

SC OBSERVATIONS / SC की वटप्पवणयााँ

• CJI Surya Kant headed three-judge bench

• Dismissed petition by Sudhakar Gummula (petitioner-in-person)

• Petitioner: 'Caste data — endless possibilities of misuse by politicians, 
corporates'

• CJI: 'Any government must know how many are backward, how many 
need welfare'

• 'This is a matter of policy' — CJI's key observation

• Court: Issue 'exclusively comes within the policy domain'

• SC affirmed: Not within court's domain to decide if caste enumeration 
is part of Census 2027

• CCPA (Cabinet Committee on Political Affairs) decided inclusion in April 
2025

• Former VP Jagdeep Dhankhar: Caste data = 'integration instrument, 
like an MRI of the body'

CENSUS 2027 STRUCTURE / जनगणना 2027 संरचना

• Phase 1: HLO (House Listing Operation) — housing conditions, assets, 
amenities

• Phase 2: Population Enumeration — demographic, socio-economic, 
cultural + caste data

• Census = Union List, Entry 69 | Census Act, 1948

• Conducted by: National Registrar General | Ministry of Home Affairs

• Census 2021 delayed due to COVID → now Census 2027

• India's Census history: 1881 (first synchronous) → 1931 (last caste) → 
1951 (first post-independence) → 2011 (last completed)

• SECC 2011: Caste data collected but OBC data NEVER officially published

• Bihar Caste Survey 2023: OBC+EBC = ~63% of Bihar population

• Likely India's first DIGITAL Census (mobile app-based enumeration)

🔑 Keys: 1931 last caste census | CCPA April 2025 | CJI Surya Kant = policy domain | Census Act 1948 | Entry 69 Union List | Mandal 27% | Indra Sawhney 50% cap | Bihar survey 2023



Census / Period जनगणना / अवधि Caste enumeration status जाति गणना की स्थिति Key point मुख्य ब िंदु

Pre-Independence 
censuses (especially 
1881–1931)

थवििंत्रिा-पूवव जनगणनाएँ 
(ववशेषकर 1881–1931)

Caste was broadly 
enumerated in colonial 
censuses

औपतनवेशशक जनगणनाओिं
में जाति का व्यापक रूप से 
लेखा-जोखा ककया जािा िा

1931 is the last full caste 
census before 
independence often cited 
in policy debates

1931 को थवििंत्रिा-पूवव 
अं तिम पूर्ण जाति 
ज न ग र् ना माना जािा है, 
स्जसका नीतिगि  हसों में 
अक्सर उल्लेख होिा है
(Press Information 
Bureau)

Census after 
Independence (1951 
onward, general rule)

थवििंत्रिा के  ाद की
जनगणना (1951 से, 
सामान्य स्थिति)

No full caste 
enumeration for all 
castes

सभी जातिय ं की पूर्ण
गर् ना नहीं की गई

After independence, 
caste other than SCs and 
STs was excluded from 
census operations

थवििंत्रिा के  ाद SC और 
ST को छोड़कर अन्य 
जातियों को जनगणना में 
शाशमल नह िं ककया गया 
(Press Information 
Bureau)

SC and ST in regular 
censuses

तनयशमि जनगणनाओिं में
SC और ST

Counted in every census 
as per notified lists

अधिसूधिि सूधियों के
अनुसार हर जनगणना में
धगने जािे रहे

Census records SC/ST 
status, but not a full all-
caste count

जनगणना SC/ST का 
वववरण रखिी रह , पर 
सभी जातियों की पूणव 
गणना नह िं करिी िी 
(PM India)

Census 2011 2011 की जनगणना No general caste census 
for all castes

सभी जातियों की सामान्य 
जाति जनगणना नह िं हुई

The latest completed 
population census 
remains 2011 on Census 
of India records

Census of India के अनुसार
अ  िक की अिंतिम पूणव
जनगणना 2011 ह  है 
(Census India)

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressNoteDetails.aspx?ModuleId=3&NoteId=154867&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressNoteDetails.aspx?ModuleId=3&NoteId=154867&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.pmindia.gov.in/en/news_updates/cabinet-approves-scheme-of-conduct-of-census-of-india-2027/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://censusindia.gov.in/census.website/en?utm_source=chatgpt.com


SECC 2011
सामास्जक-आधिवक एविं 
जाति जनगणना 
2011

Separate exercise, 

not the main 

population census

यह मखु्य जनगणना 
नह िं,  स्ल्क अलग 
अभ्यास िा

Used for socio-

economic data and 

caste-related 

collection, but it was 

not the regular 

Census of India count

यह सामास्जक-आधिवक 
और जाति-सिं िंिी 
जानकार  हेिु अलग
अभ्यास िा, तनयशमि 
Census of India 

जनगणना नह िं (Press

Information Bureau)

Census 2027 

announcement
2027 की घोवषि 
जनगणना

Government has 

decided to include 

caste enumeration

सरकार ने जाति गणना 
शाशमल करने का 
तनणवय शलया है

Census 2027 will 

include caste 

enumeration in the 

Population 

Enumeration phase

Census 2027 में 
Population 

Enumeration phase

में जाति गणना शाशमल 
होगी (Press 

Information Bureau)

Nature of Census 

2027

Census 2027 की 
प्रकृति

First digital census, 

with self-

enumeration option

पहल  डिस्जटल 
जनगणना, self-

enumeration ववकल्प 
के साि

Caste data will be 

captured 

electronically in the 

second phase

दसूरे िरण में जाति
सिं िंिी िटेा इलेक्रॉतनक 
रूप से दजव ककया 
जाएगा (Press 

Information Bureau)

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressNoteDetails.aspx?ModuleId=3&NoteId=154867&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2133845&lang=2&reg=3&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressNoteDetails.aspx?ModuleId=3&NoteId=158344&id=158344&lang=1&reg=3&utm_source=chatgpt.com


📊 India's Reservation System — Complete Reference Chart | भारि का आ रक्ष र् िंत्र

Category
श्र र्ी

Percentage
प्रतिश ि

Constitutional Basis
सं वैधातन क आ धार

Key Case / Authority
प्रमुख मामला

Scheduled Castes (SC)
अनुसूधिि जाति

15% Art. 15(4), 16(4), 341
(1st Amendment 1951)

Mandal Commission; Identified by President's 
Order

Scheduled Tribes (ST)
अनुसूधिि जनजाति

7.5% Art. 15(4), 16(4), 342 Same as SC — President's Order

Other Backward Classes (OBC)
अन्य वपछड़ा वगव

27% Art. 15(4), 16(4), 340
(Mandal; 77th Amendment 1995)

Indra Sawhney 1992; Mandal Commission 1980; 
NCBC (102nd Amendment 2018)

EWS (Economically Weaker Section)
आ तथणक रू प से कमज रवगण

10% Art. 15(6), 16(6)
(103rd Amendment 2019)

Janhit Abhiyan Case (SC upheld 2022)
— Breaches 50% Indra Sawhney ceiling

⚖️ Key Judgments: Reservation Jurisprudence / प्रमुख तन र्णय: आ रक्ष र् न्य ायशास्त्र
• Indra Sawhney (1992): 50% ceiling | Creamy layer | Sub-classification not allowed (then) | OBC upheld

• Pankaj Kumar vs UoI (2024): Sub-categorisation within SC/ST allowed for targeted reservation

• Janhit Abhiyan (2022): EWS 10% upheld 3:2 despite breaching 50% ceiling — economic criterion valid

• M. Nagaraj (2006): Quantifiable data needed for SC/ST promotions reservation
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