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PROLIFIC SCIENTIST

Atomic energy pioneer
Srinivasan passes away

LEADING LIGHT

Narlikar, the
brain behind
‘steady state’

cosmos, dies

EQUITABLE RESPONSE

Wl lO adopt,s ‘historic”
Agr

ckenr rnes
workers

A legitimate demand of
labour market identity

PERFECT DAY

RR eases past CSK,
finishes on a high

SPORT » PAGE 16
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Five killed in T.N.
after rockslide
at stone quarry

SIVAGANGA
Five workers were kilied in 2
e 3t 3 stone quarry in
Mallakottai in Tami Nacks's
Swaganga

crack that devetoped white
drilling the rocks. » PAGE 2

GURUGRAM
A court in Haryana on Tuesday
remanded in judicial custody
A5 Khan Mahmodabad, an
ciate professor with
Ashoka University, rejecting the
police’s plea to extend his
police custody. » PAGE 4

rucks began entenng Gaza, on
Yu:sd Orgariations in Gaza
didd not confirm whether they
received suppies. » PAGE 14

Diplomatic outreach visits begin today

l Three multi-party delegations will start their They will highlight cross-border terror from Pakistan

journey today and tomorrow, says Ministry

NEW DELHI

he first three multi-

party

to  international
capitals to brief global
community about Opera-
tion Sindoor will start their
journey on Wednesday
and Thursday, the N v
of External Affairs said on
Tu

gations, over
the next fortnight, will
highlight that cr r

seni ocs

of zero twlerance of terror,

according to veteran diplo-

15 part of the dlplomnnc
h effore.

outreac]
“In various countries of

the world, the sallence of
terrorism over the past two
decades has

they are prioritising .smex
issues. For example.
some countrics, T stands
for tariff but for us in India,
T also stands for terrorism

Egypr. Qatar, Ethiopia, and
ica between May
3%'and June 1, with
eight MPs in a delegation
led by Suprya Sule of the
NCP (SCP).
The first three teams
that will le:\a during Wed-
nesday and Thursday were
briefed ‘by Forelgn Secre-
tary Vikram Misri on Tues-

while presenting India’s doctrine of zero tolerance

A united

front
The muti-party

The teams will visit countries such as Japan, South
Korea, Singapore, Malaysia, DRC, and the UAE

Trinamool, Sena (UBT) relent

DELHI/KOLKATA

The Trinamool Congress
and the Shiv Sena (UBT)

Kiren Rijiju reached out to

the party leaders on
Tuesday. The Trinamool
has named Abhishek

Banerjee in place of Yusuf
Pathan, while the Sena has

FULL REPORT ON
» PAGES

% 2 S
venia, Greece, Latvia, and
Spain. The four
teams will start their jour-
ney during May 23 to 25.

days. ~So, representarives
25 na-

ﬂons “This is our message

ndia stands uniced

against terrorism,” sald Ms.
Sarangi.

E .
“We will be interacting

with a ction of peo-
ple there like the principal

state actors,
mbers of wrlniant,
academicians. e

Sola e peheral mectings

set on the general back-
ground of Indo-Pak issues
and the terror being ex-
ported to India from Pakis-
tan.” sald CPI(M) MP John
Brittas, who will be part of
the delegation being led by
Sanjay Kumar Jha of the Ja-
nata Dal (United). This de-
legation will start its tour in
Japan on May 22 and then

0 visit the Repu-
[&hapr! Korea, Singapore,
Indonesia, ending with

Malaysia_

Speaking to the media,
Mr. Jha said the focus of
their campaign would be
on the involvement of the

Pakistan Army are both in-
volved in this. This was
done Hke a proxy war
against India,” said Mr. jha.

The government had
constituted 3 groups

consisting of 51 MPs from
various political parties to

door that targeted nine ter-
ror hubs in Pakistan in res-
ponse to Pahalgam attack

ightmare:

Battered Bengaluru

Commuters wade through 3 waterlogged road after heavy rain in Bengaluru on Tuesday. P11

Pakistan govt. promotes Army chief General
Munir to Field Marshal for ‘defeating enemy’

ISLAMABAD

The Palisan: government

Geided to pro-
mote Army chief General
Asim Munir to the rank of
Field Marshal for his role in
the recent conflict with In-
dia. making him the se-
cond top military

officer in
the country’s hiscory o be
elevated to the position.

The decision to promote
Gen. Munir was taken at a
Cabinet meeting chaired

¢ Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, according o an offi-
cial statement.

Gen. Munir is the first

Army General since Gener-

al Ay o be elevat-
&4 to the highest milisary

ferred the rank of Field
Marshal in 1959,
“The G

it of Pa-
kistan has approved the
3

rank: Asim Muni cocedinasted the war strategy and efforts
©of the armed forces in 3 comprehensive manner, says the PMO. 45>

promotion of Gen Asim
AMunir (Nishan-e-lmtiaz
Military) to the rank of

based on the high strategy

and _courageo ader-
ship” the ‘Prime Ministers
office sal

Gen. Muxu.r s promotion
o the largely ceremonial

rank came over a week-
and-half after the Indian
and Pakistani
reached an understandi
on cessation of military ac-
tions after four days of in-
tense hostilities.

kistan pleaded for stopping

the military actions afte
India hit eight military In-
lhﬂons ln Paklmn on
early May
Palds(ans anempxs to tar-
bases.

war
the armed forces in a com-
ehensive manner~.

nk
Field Marshal, the state-
ment said_
statement added

that Prime Minister Sheh-
baz met President Asif Ali
Zardari and took him into
this

ment unanimously decid-
<d to contine the services
of Alr Chief Marshal Z.
Ahmed Babar Sidis Sher
his term ends.

the people of Pakistan,”
‘Gen. Munir said in a state-
ment released by the Inter-
Services Public Relations
(SPR).

ervic

ntelligence (SD and the
Mmury Inleluge-n(e o) -
as the Ar-

decision
it also said the govern-

my cmer m Newermbar
2022,

New Wadgf law ‘creeping
acquisition’ of property,
petitioners argue in SC

NEW DELHI

Countering the Supreme
Court's observation that a
partiamentary starute lke
the Wagf

he
su llpllon n Evous

The 2025

amendments..
directly encroach on a
minority communi

law is
'hﬂl’ of constitu-
tic

B.R. GAVAL
Chief Justice

righis under Articke 2
of religon]
KAPIL
STBAL
vocate

for
pesitioness

of India B.R. Gavai and Jus-
tice Augustine George Ma-
sih heard pettioners for a
full day on their plea for an

you [petitioners] are onl
arguing for interim relief.
You have to make a strong
case for interim relief. The
presumption in favour of a
parliamentary law is that
of constitutionality,” Chief
Juscice Ca Gaval said, address-
r advocate Kapil
SiBal the 1oad counses for
the petitioners.
ar. sibal said a pre-

sumption of constitutional
ity could be rebutted if a

s The court could in-
tervene and stay the law in
its execu-

gave
encroacher to start a dis-
pute.

“The inquiry into the dis-
puze would be conducted
by a designated officer,
who is a nment ser-
vantor an “agent of the go-

ment.

T There ks no timeline or
for

ument or ares nnder

der ‘Section 3D of the 2025

A Senior advocate AM.
Singhvi argued that this
of an-

the inquiry In the Act. A

freeze the Wagf status of
the entire property, Mr. Si-

clent o ety i

Wagfs would have
a ripple effect on the pro-
tection given to them un-
der the Places of Worship

bal noted. Act, 1991
~This means existing us-

s of the wheth- U

er it be for schools, hospl-  He submitted that half of

tals, burial, communi the nery's elght 1

centres etc.. have to  Wag unregistered

immediately cease. There

Waafsby-user, which have
been

ton. These amendments
directly encroach on a mi-
Soa
The senior lawyer noted

en,
Hindu o Sikh,
room for people of
faiths to run their temples

declared a protected mon-

ed by the 2025 Act as they
have been barred from ap-
proaching court. Many of
Wagfs have

eds to

ligious purpases for centu-
id

nir. Singhvi alleged that
vernment’s claim of

2O “erpliaion ki Want
properties from 2013
5024 was Intended to pre.
judice the court.

The Centre is expected
to begin its counter-argu-
ments today.
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Pakistan govt. promotes Army chief General
Munir to Field Marshal for ‘defeating enemy’

Press Trust of India
ISLAMABAD

The Pakistan government
on Tuesday decided to pro-
mote Army chief General
Asim Munir to the rank of
Field Marshal for his role in
the recent conflict with In-
dia, making him the se-
cond top military officer in
the country’s history to be
elevated to the position.

The decision to promote
Gen. Munir was taken at a
Cabinet meeting chaired
by Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, according to an offi-
cial statement.

Gen. Munir is the first
Army General since Gener-
al Ayub Khan to be elevat-
ed to the highest military
rank in Pakistan.

General Khan was con-
ferred the rank of Field
Marshal in 1959.

“The Government of Pa-
kistan has approved the

fad V |

£3vd

Highest rank: Asim Munir coordinated the war strategy and efforts
of the armed forces in a comprehensive manner, says the PMO. AFP

promotion of Gen Asim
Munir  (Nishan-e-Imtiaz
Military) to the rank of
Field Marshal for ensuring
the security of the country
and defeating the enemy
based on the high strategy
and courageous leader-
ship,” the Prime Minister’s
office said.

Gen. Munir’s promotion
to the largely ceremonial

B

rank came over a week-
and-half after the Indian
and Pakistani militaries
reached an understanding
on cessation of military ac-
tions after four days of in-
tense hostilities.

Clashes with India

The Indian military has
been maintaining that Pa-
kistan pleaded for stopping

the military actions after
India hit eight military in-
stallations in Pakistan on
early May 10 in response to
Pakistan’s attempts to tar-
get Indian military bases.

The PMO said in the
statement that Gen. Munir
led the Army “with exem-
plary courage and determi-
nation and coordinated the
war strategy and efforts of
the armed forces in a com-
prehensive manner”.

In recognition of his
“outstanding” military lea-
dership, the Cabinet ap-
proved the Prime Minis-
ter’s proposal to promote
Gen. Munir to the rank of
Field Marshal, the state-
ment said.

The statement added
that Prime Minister Sheh-
baz met President Asif Ali
Zardari and took him into
confidence regarding this
decision.

It also said the govern-

ment unanimously decid-
ed to continue the services
of Air Chief Marshal Zahar
Ahmed Babar Sidhu after
his term ends.

“This is not a personal
achievement, but a tribute
to the armed forces and
the people of Pakistan,”
Gen. Munir said in a state-
ment released by the Inter-
Services Public Relations
(ISPR).

He extended thanks to
the Pakistan’s President,
Prime Minister, and the
federal cabinet for their
trust in him, emphasising
that the honour is a nation-
al trust that demands the
highest sacrifice.

General Munir, who
headed both powerful spy
agencies - the Inter-Servic-
es Intelligence (ISI) and the
Military Intelligence (MI) -
assumed charge as the Ar-
my chief in November
2022.




e Pakistan has promoted Army Chief General Asim Munir to the rank of Field Marshal, the second

officer in Pakistan's history after General Ayub Khan (1959) to receive this honor.

» The decision came in recognition of his leadership during the recent India-Pakistan military

standoff, particularly around May 10, when Indian forces retaliated against Pakistani attempts to

target military bases.

® Significance of the Promotion:
» Title: Field Marshal
» Award: Nishan-e-Imtiaz (Military)

o Citation: For "ensuring the security of the country and defeating the enemy based on high strategy

and courageous leadership.”



({ Strategic & Operational Details:

» General Munir coordinated “war strategy and military efforts” with exemplary courage, per
Pakistan's PMO.

* The elevation came shortly after both nations agreed to cease hostilities, which lasted for four days.
* Gen. Munir had led intelligence agencies:
* ISl (Inter-Services Intelligence)

« Ml (Military Intelligence)

* Clashes with India — May 2025 Episode:

» The promotion is closely linked to Pakistan's response following India’s May 10 strikes on 8 Pakistani

military installations.

» These were retaliatory airstrikes by India after Pakistani drones/missiles attempted to strike Indian

bases.

» Pakistan has since sought de-escalation.



« General Ayub Khan, the first Field Marshal of Pakistan, later became its President (1958-1969).

e Rank of Field Marshal is rarely used and symbolically represents supreme military honor.
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New Wadf law ‘creeping
acquisition’ of property,
petitioners argue in SC

Krishnadas Rajago
NEW DELHI

Countering the Supreme
Court’s observation that a
parliamentary statute like
the Wagf (Amendment)
Act, 2025 enjoys a pre-
sumption of constitutional-
ity, petitioners on Tuesday
termed the new law a
“creeping acquisition” of
Wagf properties owned by
the Muslim community,
the largest religious minor-
ity group in India.

A Bench of Chief Justice
of India B.R. Gavai and Jus-
tice Augustine George Ma-
sih heard petitioners for a
full day on their plea for an
interim order to stay the
implementation of the
2025 Act, which came into
force on April 8. “Today,
you [petitioners] are only
arguing for interim relief.
You have to make a strong
case for interim relief. The
presumption in favour of a
parliamentary law is that
of constitutionality,” Chief
Justice Gavai said, address-
ing senior advocate Kapil
Sibal, the lead counsel for
the petitioners.

Mr. Sibal said a pre-
sumption of constitutional-
ity could be rebutted if a
prima facie breach was
shown. The court could in-
tervene and stay the law in
public interest if its execu-
tion caused irreparable in-
jury, he said.

‘Ruse for acquisition’

“The 2025 amendments
are a ruse to capture
Wagfs. Property can be ac-
quired by the government
through a legislative diktat,
that too without payment
of compensation, which is
usual in cases of acquisi-
tion. These amendments
directly encroach on a mi-
nority community’s rights
under Article 25 [freedom

of religion],” Mr. Sibal
submitted.
The senior lawyer noted

-

Q You have

to make
astrong case for inter-
im relief. The pre-
sumption in favour of
a parliamentary law is
that of constitu-

Q The 2025
amendments...
directly encroach on a
minority community’s
rights under Article 25
[freedom of religion]

tionality ;(11}31[’\1'{-
B.R. GAVAI ?dvocate
Chief Justice or ]
of India petitioners
how Section 3C of the 2025 ument or area under the

Act gave free rein to any
encroacher to start a dis-
pute.

The inquiry into the dis-
pute would be conducted
by a designated officer,
who is a government ser-
vant or an “agent of the go-
vernment”.

There is no timeline or
procedure prescribed for
the inquiry in the Act. A
dispute over even a frag-
ment of the land would
freeze the Wagf status of
the entire property, Mr. Si-
bal noted.

“This means existing us-
es of the property, wheth-
er it be for schools, hospi-
tals, burial, community
centres etc., would have to
immediately cease. There
is also no restriction on de-
molition or on the govern-
ment creating irreversible
third-party rights in such
properties during the in-
quiry period. The govern-
ment can unilaterally
deem a property as non-
Wagf,” Mr. Sibal submitted.

He referred to the “sub-
ordination” of Muslim
members in Waqgf adminis-
trative bodies by including
non-Muslims in them. He
pointed out that no other
religious endowments,
Hindu or Sikh, allowed
room for people of other
faiths to run their temples
or gurdwaras.

Mr. Sibal pointed out
that a Wagf property, once
declared a protected mon-

Ancient Monuments Pre-
servation Act, 1904 or the
Ancient Monuments and
Archaeological Sites and
Remains Act, 1958, would
become void as a Wagf un-
der Section 3D of the 2025
Act.

Senior advocate A.M.
Singhvi argued that this
“super-imposing” of an-
cient monument laws on
religious Wagfs would have
a ripple effect on the pro-
tection given to them un-
der the Places of Worship
Act, 1991.

Unregistered Waqgfs

He submitted that half of
the country’s eight lakh
Wagfs are unregistered
Wagfs-by-user, which have
been effectively invalidat-
ed by the 2025 Act as they
have been barred from ap-
proaching court. Many of
these age-old Waqfs have
no documents or deeds to
support their identity,
though they have been
used for charitable and re-
ligious purposes for centu-
ries, he said.

Mr. Singhvi alleged that
the government’s claim of
a 116% “explosion” in Waqf
properties from 2013 to
2024 was intended to pre-
judice the court.

The Centre is expected
to begin its counter-argu-
ments today.

KERALA MOVES SC
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AINX

_|_



% What is the Waqf (Amendment) Act, 2025?

 Amends existing Waqf laws regulating properties held by the Muslim community for

religious/charitable purposes.
e« Came into force on April 8, 2025.

e Currently under constitutional challenge in the Supreme Court of India.



-- Key Arguments by Petitioners:

@ “Creeping acquisition” of property:

» Kapil Sibal (counsel for petitioners): The amendments allow the government to acquire properties

without due process.

e Alleged violation of Article 25 (freedom of religion).

m Presumption of constitutionality:

» Chief Justice B.R. Gavai: Any parliamentary law is presumed constitutional unless strong proof is

presented.

~ Section 3C - Land Disputes:

e Grants broad power to any “encroacher” to raise disputes.
* No timeline or process prescribed for resolving such disputes.

» Property under dispute becomes frozen as Waqf pending inquiry.



= Section 3D - Protected Monuments:

» |If Waqf overlaps with protected areas under Ancient Monuments Preservation Act (1904) or

Ancient Sites & Remains Act (1958), it becomes void.

X Impact on existing religious infrastructure:

« Schools, hospitals, cemeteries, burial grounds, etc., must immediately cease operation if under

dispute.

» No safeguards to prevent demolition or third-party interests.

- Unregistered Waqfs:

« Almost half of India’s 8 lakh Waqgf properties are unregistered.

» These are now barred from legal protection due to lack of documentation.

 Religious bias:

e Petitioners argue that Muslim Waqf boards are subordinated by inclusion of non-Muslim members.

e No similar administrative control is imposed on Hindu or Sikh religious trusts.



< Types of Wagf:

Type Purpose/Use

Wagqf al-Ahli (Private) For the benefit of family/descendants (less common today)
Waqf al-Khairi (Public) For the general public good - e.g., mosques, schools, hospitals
Waqf al-Mashrout Conditional wagf — property given with specific conditions

* Building mosques, madrasas, and graveyards
* Running orphanages or hospitals
» Renting land and using the income for community welfare

* Supporting the poor and needy



T Legal Status in India:
* Governed by the Waqf Act, 1995 and its amendments
 Managed by State Waqf Boards

* India has the largest Waqf properties in the world after Saudi Arabia (over 6 lakh properties)

% Key Features:
* Once a property is declared as Waqf, the ownership is transferred to God.
* |t cannot be sold, gifted, or inherited.

* A person who manages the Waqf is called a Mutawalli.



ul Comparison: Wagf (Amendment) Act, 2013 vs 2025

Feature / Provision

Objective

Title of Amendment

Appointment of Members

Leasing of Waqf Property

Waqf by User Concept

Waqgf (Amendment) Act, 2013

Strengthen governance of Waqf

properties

Waqgf (Amendment) Act, 2013

At least two women members in every
State Waqf Board

Lease extended up to 30 years for

commercial purposes

Still valid

Waqgf (Amendment) Act, 2025 (UMEED
Act)

Overhaul governance with digitization,

efficiency, and inclusion

Unified Waqgf Management,
Empowerment, Efficiency, and
Development (UMEED) Act

Allows non-Muslims to be members of
Waqf Boards

Continues lease norms but through digital

approval mechanisms

Removed — No Waqf can be created

merely by long-term use



Property Registration

System

Dispute Resolution

Appointment of Experts in

Tribunals

Authority in Property

Investigation

Transparency Measures

Community Feedback &

Criticism

Manual registration at state level

Waqgf Tribunal decisions were largely

final

Inclusion of Muslim law expert

mandatory

State-appointed Waqgf Survey

Commissioner

Not fully defined

Appreciated for women inclusion,
criticized for unclear land

management

Mandatory central digital registration on

national portal

Appeals allowed in High Courts against

Tribunal decisions

Continues, with provision for multi-

disciplinary experts

Higher-level authority than District

Collector can conduct investigation

Focus on IT-based governance, GPS

mapping of Waqf land, online audit

Criticized for dilution of Muslim-only
representation and removing traditional

"Waqf by use" concept
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Kerala moves top
court against Waqgf
Act amendments

NEW DELMI

Kerala has moved the Su-
preme Court to protect the
fundamental 1

the provisions of the Waq?
(Amendment) Act of

The State said lhe Mus
tion of Kerala

properties.

Court sends Ashoka
University academic
to judicial custody

It rejects plea for extension of

lice cust

: the z

2 SSOF Was

‘Despite govt. efforts
to cover up, truth on
Adani is coming out’

NEW DELHI

arrested for post on Operation Sindoor: court to take up case on May 27

GURUGRAM

court in Haryana's
Sonipat on Tues-
day_remanded in
judicial custody Ali
Mahmu

isslons be
made before this_court.
the application sasd.

Kerala argued that once

ter is creation. The new
uld

right to manage

affairs, the waqf and waqf

properties is genuine,” ad-

wvocate C.K. Sasi submited.
The State said it found

the case. The State has

wol
make the status of the ex-
isting wagf uncertain/or al-
ter the nature of Waqf,” the
State noted..
- main grievance
forth by the Kerala
State Waqf Board is that
the Joint Parliamentary
Committee did not visit the

e’ plea to extend his police
cust seven . The
court has May 27 as
the next date of hearing.

Class Azad Singh
Completion of his two-day
police remand in a case

The Nagrik Adhikar Manch holding a protest against the amest of All

Khan Mahmudabad in Scripat

SC to hear
M. S

made by im0 social me.
dia on Operation Sindoor.
The police had sought

t his
passport had to be reco-
vered fr as-

certain detalls of his visits
to foreign countries, and
thata racaed of Lis corm-

State.. The Kerala Wagf wunication via soctal me-

Board is one of best | dia had to be obtained.

working s in the Arguing on behalf of Mr.
ry as the counsel Ka-

JPC in 2013,~ A. Haseeb,
the Chief Executive Officer
(n-charge) of the State’s
Wagf Board, noted.
Over 100 petitions
were inidalty filed  leadineg
e SC to convert
Snte s i bz s

pil Balyan and Mohammad
Chand Hussain submitted
that the details of Mr. Mah-
port had
rovided to
glnal
pas:
fed to the n lnmsuyxlng o

mudabad’s
already been p
the police. a: and his

P today

A Supreme Court Bench of
Justices Surya Kant and N.
Kotiswar Singh iz scheduled to
hear 3 criminal writ petition on
Wiednesday faed by Al Khan
Mahmudabad. An application
for his interim bail is tagged
with the petition.

o Tuesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Shore funds holding Adani
Group shares.

e Congress clammed

that despite the SEBI's ac-

tions, the ongoing investi-

gation into the conglomer-

ate was dragging  on.

allowing the Adani Group
to benefit from the delay.

According to news re-

. SEBI has threatened

the Mauritius-based Elara

" Dismissing lhe appu:z-
tion made olice,
ot abetrved thet we

ring er  couls
move a fresh application
for remand at a later stage,

nd
Lation of licences for failing
to disclose their sharehold-
ing details.

“SEBI has reportedly
threatened these funds,
which have been accused
ofacting as fronts for bena-
mi

bad wilh be 1 produced in
court via

of regulatory norm.- Con.

ing on May 27

ﬁmrbyspmonl\lzy
The tenaion

fore, there was no need for

areeed on May 18 after
forma-

‘udlcla.l uumdy n the se-
cond ¢

gress’s
chief Jafram Ramesh said
in a post on soclal media

X
He claimed that while
the market regulator's

directive requiring it to be

completed within  two

According to the Con-
gress, the Elara India
Fund

Monsoon may
reach Kerala
later this week
in early onset:
IMD forecast

“The conditions are like-
Iy to become favourable for

Favour-
ShAe o frtines actvtace o
ove

me:
dias bigges: scam,

the

coming d if
not via India’s compro-
mised nstitu they

will come out through fo-

reign jurisdictions that Mo-

cannoc bribe, bully, or
Ramesh sai

group and Mr. Modi.

some more parts of South
Ar; ea. ning
parts of Maldives and Co-
morin area: some parts of
Lalshwadweep area, Yera
la, Tamil Nadu: some mo)

parts South & Central Bay
of Bengal, Northeast Bay of
Bengal and some parts of

May 27, its four-
month soj in main
land Indi

H, to very

eavy
raingall s likely over the
west coast, in Karnataka,
the

areas between
and 26, the IMD's mﬂktln
said on Tuesday.

Manipur
probe panel
gets another

Justice Somashekar
appointed Manipur
HC Chief Justice

extension

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DEL NEW DELEHI
The th Aur-
rission of Inquiry (Col Tuesday appointed
notified by the Ministry of | Justice Kempaiah Somash-
Home Affairs in 2023 to | ekar of the

of nataka High
Court as the Chief justice of
the Manipur High Court.
Union Law Minister Ar-
jun Ram Meghwal an-
the

jon Nowvem-
ber 20. n X

he Cof has received “In exercise of the pow-  lows a recommendation by
around 1L affidavits, | er conferred by the Consti-  a

the last

tution of India, the Prest
dent of India,
With Chief

Justice of India, is pleased
to appoint justice Kem-

as Chief Justice of

Journalists allege harrasment as Shirui Lily
Festival begins in Manipur after two-year gap

GuWAHATE

A five-day festival named
after an endemic seasnnal

s has athor-
ny note in conflict-scarved
Manij ‘hen mediaper-

sons en route to the festival
turned back after al

being asked by security
forces to conceal the words
“Manipur State Transport™
displayed on the govern-
ment bus_in which they
were

headed by CJI B.R. Gavai,
ahead of the retirement of
nt Chief Justice D.

on May 21.
Justice Sor -
his legal practice in
1990. He appointed

Manipur Ajay
Kumar Bhalla on Tuesday
inaugurated the Laly
‘e . held Naga-

after a two-year gap due to
the echnic betw:

veen
the Kuki-Zo and Meited pe-

of enforced peace in Mani-
pur, was In the news after
&!a

3 st= under the banner of All Maripur Working Journaksts’ Unica and Editoes’ Guld Manipor take
out a rally agamnst the asieged harassment by security forces, In Imphal on Tuesday. =71

end the festival 1appeared tobe a
The imphal Valley. Geliberate atiempt to de-
bas.

“P
Kuki stu-

mitce cr Msmipa ln:egi—
condem

and very existence of Mani-

eleme:
who have been persiﬂenb
ly working to destabilise

the region over the
two vears” the COCOMI
said in a stateme
The Al Manipur Work.
ing Journalists® U

dangerously align with the
agendas of illegal

media e Directorate of
Infe
Relations.

a de-
manded clarity from the
authorities on e

has me Manipur High Court,”  in 1998, Additional Judge in | ople. e oy S allegedly  ty (COCO! pur within its territory. cially given the State-
lives an.d displaced more sadd. 2016, and Permanent The festival, which was asking the Meitels to not the G\Aallabi ln:ldenl ll ns are not backed nan
than 60,000 people. 'l'he appointment fol- Judge in 2018 1o have been a barometer cross the “buffer zone™ to said the act of the security only irresponsible bur Jourmey.
HC seeks MP’s view SC makes three years’ legal IB chief gets one-year CPOSIt[;VflOtyr
in defamation case practice mandatory to extension in service | sudentson
5 2 ~3 z May 24 and 25
e sinay me e e s | APPLY fOT judicial service The stingu Buress
Th:roo! defamed him by The Hindu Bureau

The Delhi High Court on  making false statements Infusion of fresh law sucs experience. The | The Appointments Com- CHENNAL
Tuesday sought the res- during an Interview to a | NEW DELHI graduates with zero appointment of such fresh | mittee of the Cabinet (ACC)

nse of Congress leader news channel, wherein he has led 10 | on Tuesday extended the A two-day camp to pro-

bribing voters in Thiruva-

him Janata
Party ~ leader  Rajeev
Chandrasekhar.

tion complaint against Mr.
Tharoor.

“Issue notice to the res-
pondent. Let the trial court
record in digital form with

requis:

Mr. Chandrasekhar filed
™ gl

cy during the Lok Sabha
election in 2024

The BJP leader contend-
ed that Mr. Tharoor made
the allegations “with the
intent to lower

tions while knowing fully
well that the statements
were false”_ His counsel ar-
gued that the trial court

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday restored a_mini-

to the effect that candi-
dates desirous of appear-
ing in the examination for
the post of Civil Judge (Ju-
nior mvmom must have

while
ruling that no case of defa-
martion was established.
The High Court Is sche-
duled to hear the case
again on September 16.

ree years to be
ellgl'ble or s me said exami-
nation.” a Bench headed
by Chief Jusuoe of India
B.R. Gavai directed in a

detrime:

judgment_ The court
cluded that

fresh law graduates with
zero experience in Uﬂg)*
tion was found to
detrimental.

“From the affidavits of
almast all the High Courts,
it is seen that for the last 20
vears during which the re-

endeavour has not been a

man) problems,” Chief Jus-
who authored
the. judgznenn

based on. I Dok noe
pr=-seavice tralning could

as Director of the Intelli:
gence Bureau for another
year. Mr. Deka, 62, an offic-

ey expe-
rience, he observed.

The requirement for mi-
nimum years of practice

Pradesh

main in office at least uneil
June 30, 2026.

The extension comes in
the wake of the evol
curity simation following
Operation Sindoor. It was
based on precise informa-
tion provided by the IB that
the terror camps and in-

=_ S e &N
Tapan Kumnar Deka

frascructure in  Pakistan
and =t

mote positivity will be con-

lience and a sense of pur-
pose. The Hindu In School
is the media parter for
the

Kashmir (PoK) were des-
troyed on May 7.

“The  Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet,

Students of 1117 years of
age are eligible. To registe
hub. mmango-




IB chief gets one-year
extension in service

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Appointments Com-
mittee of the Cabinet (ACC)
on Tuesday extended the
services of Tapan Kumar
Deka, a 1988-batch Indian
Police Service (IPS) officer,
as Director of the Intelli-
gence Bureau for another
year. Mr. Deka, 62, an offic-
er of the Himachal Pradesh
cadre, was appointed IB
chief in 2022. This is the se-
cond time his tenure has
been extended by a year.

The officer will now re-
main in office at least until
June 30, 2026.

The extension comes in
the wake of the evolving se-
curity situation following
Operation Sindoor. It was
based on precise informa-
tion provided by the IB that
the terror camps and in-

_ b
Tapan Kumar Deka

frastructure in Pakistan
and  Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (PoK) were des-
troyed on May 7.

“The  Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet,
headed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, approved
Mr. Deka’s extension as the
Director, Intelligence Bu-
reau, for a period of one
year beyond June 30,
2025,” an order by the Per-
sonnel Ministry said.

-



Who Appoints

Eligibility

Cadre

Rank

Tenure

First IB Chief

Current IB Chief

Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC)

Senior Indian Police Service (IPS) officer, usually from 1984-1990 batches

IPS (Mostly from AGMUT, Maharashtra, UP, etc.)

Equivalent to Secretary to the Government of India

Generally fixed for 2 years (can be extended)

T.G. Sanjeevi Pillai (1947-1950)

(As of 2025 — to be updated if needed) Tapan Deka (Appointed in 2022)




Removal Process

Reports To

Role & Responsibilities

Headdquarters

Related Bodies

Serves at the pleasure of the President; can be removed by Central Govt (via
ACC)

Union Home Secretary

- Internal intelligence
- Counterterrorism

- Surveillance

- Intelligence analysis

- Advising government on security threats

Ministry of Home Affairs, New Delhi

RAW (external intelligence), NIA (anti-terror), NTRO
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India poised to emerge as

world’s top potato producer’

India is on track to becoming the

world's top

potato producer. overtaking China, according to
from the based

Potato Center (Centro Internacional de la Papa -

CIP). Speaking at 2 sympostum on "Root andl

Tuber Crops Research and Development in India

and South Asia® . experts projected that Indsa's
could

oducsion

0. Addressi

ssing the

The bullet train corridor berween Mumbal and
h ‘hieved a

of
300 km of viaducts, the National High Speed Rail
Corporation Limited dQIHRCL) said on Tuesday.
“This

by the

NEW DELHI

ayant Narlikar, one
J of India’s most dis-
singuished  astro.

a prolific writer, Narlikar

from alien enc e

stewardship, IUCAA

emerged as a globally re-
cognised centre for theo-

retical phiysics, cosmology.

and ast

i1 spawned a mumber

leadi who

Profound theoretical
sight into cosmology

in-

ng

set new directions and
schools: Thanu Padmanab-
han

dence in Pune on Tuesday.

lifelong o gravita-
science tion, g
passed away at his resi-  ty): Sanjeev Dhurandhar

(gravitational
Kembhavi {(data-driven ob-

He was 86.
what made to
Narlikar one of the name a few,” Dr. Soura-
eats™, Soura-  deep, who completed his
deep, Director of Ra- doctoral research under
arch Institute  Dr. Narlikar's guidance,
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“non-sclence-based super-
stition and astrology™ that
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builder, Dr. Nardikar
role in esta-

achievement was marked
of a 40-metre-dong full-span box gerder near
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blishing the Inter-Universi-
ty Centre for
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Narlikar once recalled, in a
blog post, ~playing table

both students at the Un-
iversity of Cambs
Dr. Narlikar first gained

term

Ele point in time.
Vocal critic

state view throughout his
caree:
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“He wore his remarka-
dis-

Jayant Narlikar, Indian astrophysicist who
challenged Big Bang theory, passes away

He first gained international recognition whcn. alongside the British astronomer Fred Hovle. he

sed the steady state’ model of the universe:

cations in-charge and Ra-

the young Narlikar back
from Cambridge.

In a rare feat, Dr. Narli-
kar was awarded the Pad-
ma Bhushan in 1965, even
before furmall) beginning
his career in India at the
Tata lnsﬂ(ule of Funda-
mental esearch (TIFR),
Mumbai. He later received
Ima Vibhu: n in

his many acco-
ESCO

the presti
Prix Jules Janssen from the
French So-

s to the moral quandaries arising from the rapid technological progress

blography Chaar Nagaran-

tale Maze Vishwa (My Tale

of Four Cities) was awarded
the Sahitya

oh alien encoun-
ters to the moral quandar.
ies arising from the rapid
technological progress.

His key influences
He was frequently featured
ammes

influences in his approach
to commumicacing sclence.
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_ Vichma Vasudes rariian

clety in 2004.

and avcas), the British ob-  who the noblest
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Dr. Narlikar was wide-
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contributions. His sclence-
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ras u University (now
OT-BHU), and Sumati Narli-
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(The Comet) was adapted
into a film, while his auto-
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der Sir Fred's mentorship.

WHO adopts Pandemic
Agreement to strengthen
global health preparedness

Press Trust of India
GENEVA

1n a move to bolster giobal

s
demlcs the World Health
Organization (WHO) mem-

ber states on Tuesday un-
animously adopted the
Pandemic

Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus

lease. “The w\)rld is safer
L thanks ts ader-
ship, collaboration  and

ber States to adopt the his-

citizens, societies and eco-

nomies musi

juinerable to again suffer

losses like those e

during u:wu) 19~ he sald
imark d

by lhe 7s|h world Healvh
e

ML.R. Srinivasan, a key architect of
India’s nuclear programme, no more

UDHAGAMANDALAM

M.R. Srinivasan, former
Chairman of the Atomic

tion of more than three
years of intensive negotia-

tions by govern- of Atomic
ments in response to the | Energy in Septem-
devastating impacts of the | ber 1955 an

“OVIDA9 pandemic, and | tinguished career o)
driven by I of mak- Dr. Homi ). Shabs.

1956.
In August 1959, he was

of

He be

an his carcer
ale

recognition of his contrl-
butions to India‘s

Germany and
India united
in fight against
terrorism: PM

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi spoke with German
Chancellor Friedrich Merz
o and e

views on regional and glo-
bal developments, assert-
ing the two countries stand
united in the fight against
terrorism.

“Spoke to Chancellor
Friedrich Merz and con-
grarulated him on assum-

g office. Reaffirmed our
e o G
strengthen the Strategic
Partnership between India
and Germany,~ Mr. Modi
said in a post on

~Excha

toric the 1984 ship, 18 nuclear power un-  fortune to have known him nged mws on
embly, tl global health ween\ent sald Tedros al\d tools for be(ler inter- appointed Principal Pro- clear Power Board. In s were develo — seven fo(nlong me andheisso r@onal and global deve-
organisation's peak deci- dhanom Ghebreyesus, ational dn'\adon Ject Engineer for the con- . he oversaw of which were operational, meone who has left a dee‘p its. We stand united
sion-s be & \Vll() Director-General. nans a rangw of areas, struction India’s frst , execution, seven under and lasting ln the it terro-
“The Agreement isavic- order to strengthen me atomic power station. His  operation of all nuclear ur in the planning me by the strength oF his .~ he added_
“World is safer today” tory for public health, global heal to  power projects across the G commitments, his deep In a statement later, the
The n  followed sclence an for < shape the nation's nuclear o His to In- of the larger External Affairs Ministry
Monday's approval of the res. when, in 1967, In 1957, he was appoint-  dia’s nuclear energy land-  social functions of science, | said that during the tele-
eement by vote (124 in ponse. This includes charge as Chief ed Chalrman of the A.!omlc scape will be and his under- | phone conversation, the
favour, O through equitab] Project Engineer of the Ma- Energy C for to come, standing of India’s rich cul- two leaders “reiterated
stentions) in Committee by timely access to vaccines, Atomic Power Station. Secretary of the Deplr!' his dzl‘hlel Sharada Srini- mral traditions,” Congress their shared commitment
ember state delegations, therapeutics Dr. Srinivasan held sev- ment of Atomic Energy. vasan said in a statement 1P jJairam Ramesh wrote o combating terrorism in
the WHO said in a press re- eral key positions of na-  That same year, he became pewssag by the family. In  onX. all its forms™.
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In the Bhagavad Gita, Lord Ki
devotee never perishes.

assures Ar

juna that
os. This promise Is not lmited t© the

righteous: even those who have fallen can artain lasting
peace and divinity through devotion, said Swami Mitra-

n
chantim ni
ous and arrains eternal pe:

am bhavati dharmatna sasvac

he dmlee quickly becomes righte-

The stories of Valmili and Arunagirinadhar serve as po-
werful examples of redemption. Valmiki, once a highway
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mayana thro
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Rene, i, sl Sonks Me of sin to becnme a celebrated de-
rd Muruga, com
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saving
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sage of hope and share it with the woeld: inepieing others

to seek the path

of devotion and spirstual
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‘India poised to emerge as

world’s top potato producer’

India is on track to becoming the world’s top
potato producer, overtaking China, according to
scientists from the Peru-based International
Potato Center (Centro Internacional de la Papa -
CIP). Speaking at a symposium on “Root and
Tuber Crops Research and Development in India
and South Asia”, experts projected that India’s
annual potato production could rise to 100
million tonnes by 2050. Addressing the seminar,
the chairperson of the CIP Board, Helen Hambly
Odame, said the institution’s 50-year partnership
with India has been instrumental in it becoming
the second largest potato producer globally.




== India's Top Global Production Rankings

Item

Milk

Pulses (Chickpeas, Lentils,

etc.)

Jute

Ginger

Bananas

Mangoes

Lemons and Limes

Category

Dairy

Legumes

Fiber Crop

Spice

Fruit

Fruit

Fruit

Global Rank

Tst

1st

1st

1st

1st

1st

1st

Remarks P

Leading producer with over 239 million

metric tons in 2023.

Dominates global production of various

pulses.

Major producer, especially in West

Bengal.

Significant contributor to global ginger

supply.
Produces over 30 million tons annually.

Accounts for a substantial share of global

mango production.

Leading producer with significant exports.



Papayas

Okra (Ladyfinger)

Castor Oil Seeds

Millets

Spices (Overall)

Buffalo Population

Goat Population

Coir

Chickpeas

Fruit

Vegetable

Qilseed

Cereal

Spice

Livestock

Livestock

Natural Fiber

Legume

1st

1st

1st

1st

1st

1st

1st

Tst

Tst

Major contributor to global papaya

supply.

Dominates global okra production.

Largest producer, vital for industrial

applications.

Significant producer, especially in arid

regions.

Includes chili, turmeric, cardamom, and

more.

Houses the largest buffalo population

globally.

Leading in goat numbers worldwide.

Major producer, especially in Kerala.

Significant share in global chickpea

production.



Goat Milk

Indigenous Buffalo Meat

Tropical Fruits

Sorghum

Cattle Population

Chicken Population

Cereal

Livestock

Poultry

Leading in goat milk production.

Major producer and exporter.

Includes mangoes, papayas, and

more.

Significant in arid and semi-arid

regions.

Houses the largest cattle

population globally.

Leading in chicken numbers

worldwide.




Jayant Narlikar, Indian astrophysicist who
challenged Big Bang theory, passes away

He first gained international recognition when, alongside the British astronomer Fred Hoyle, he proposed the ‘steady state’ model of the universe;

a prolific writer, Narlikar explored themes ranging from alien encounters to the moral quandaries arising from the rapid technological progress

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

ayant Narlikar, one
J of India’s most dis-

tinguished  astro-
physicists who combined
profound theoretical in-
sight into cosmology with a
lifelong commitment to
science communication,
passed away at his resi-
dence in Pune on Tuesday.
He was 86.

Describing what made
Dr. Narlikar one of the
“greats”, Tarun Soura-
deep, Director of the Ra-
man Research Institute
(RRI), Bengaluru, told The
Hindu that it was his “sense
of justice and equality”
and his “unwavering com-
mitment” to popularising
science and combating
“non-science-based super-
stition and astrology” that
set him apart.

As a gifted institution-
builder, Dr. Narlikar played
a pioneering role in esta-
blishing the Inter-Universi-
ty Centre for Astronomy
and Astrophysics (IUCAA),
Pune, where he served as
Founder-Director. Under

his stewardship, IUCAA
emerged as a globally re-
cognised centre for theo-
retical physics, cosmology,
and astrophysics.

“He spawned a number
of leading scientists who
set new directions and
schools: Thanu Padmanab-
han (cosmology, gravita-
tion, and quantum gravi-
ty); Sanjeev Dhurandhar
(gravitational waves); Ajit
Kembhavi (data-driven ob-
servational astronomy), to
name a few,” Dr. Soura-
deep, who completed his
doctoral research under
Dr. Narlikar’s guidance,
said.

‘Science populariser’

A prolific writer and
science populariser, Dr.
Narlikar once recalled, in a
blog post, “playing table
tennis with Stephen Hawk-
ing (prior to his muscular
atrophy)” when they were
both students at the Un-
iversity of Cambridge.

Dr. Narlikar first gained
international recognition
when, alongside the British
astronomer Fred Hoyle, he
proposed the “steady

state” model of the un-
iverse — a theory positing a
timeless cosmos in which
matter is continuously
created.

This stood in contrast to
the dominant Big Bang mo-
del, a term ironically
coined by Sir Fred to dis-
parage it, which posits that
the universe began at a sin-
gle point in time.

Vocal critic

Although subsequent ob-
servational evidence has
since firmly supported the

JAYANT NARLIKAR (1938-2025)

Big Bang theory, Dr. Narli-
kar remained a persistent
and vocal critic of it, adapt-
ing and refining the steady
state view throughout his
career.

“He wore his remarka-
ble learning in various dis-
ciplines very lightly and he
combined to an unusual
degree formidable scholar-
ship with humility. He was
well and truly a most lumi-
nous star of Indian science,
who reflected the noblest
of our civilisational tradi-
tions,” Congress communi-

cations in-charge and Ra-
jya Sabha member Jairam
Ramesh tweeted. He
shared an excerpt from the
1964 edition of Yojana — a
Planning Commission pu-
blication — which debated
whether India should lure
the young Narlikar back
from Cambridge.

In a rare feat, Dr. Narli-
kar was awarded the Pad-
ma Bhushan in 1965, even
before formally beginning
his career in India at the
Tata Institute of Funda-
mental Research (TIFR),
Mumbai. He later received
the Padma Vibhushan in
2004.

Among his many acco-
lades were the UNESCO
Kalinga Prize for the popu-
larisation of science in
1996 and the prestigious
Prix Jules Janssen from the
French Astronomical So-
ciety in 2004.

Literary contributions

Dr. Narlikar was also wide-
ly admired for his literary
contributions. His science-
fiction story Dhoomaketu
(The Comet) was adapted
into a film, while his auto-

biography Chaar Nagaran-
tale Maze Vishwa (My Tale
of Four Cities) was awarded
the Sahitya Akademi Prize.
His writing — marked by
clarity, an avoidance of jar-
gon, and philosophical
depth — explored themes
ranging from alien encoun-
ters to the moral quandar-
ies arising from the rapid
technological progress.

His key influences
He was frequently featured
in science programmes on
television in the 1990s and
credited Carl Sagan’s out-
reach work, as well as the
fiction of Sir Fred, Isaac
Asimov, Arthur C. Clarke,
and Ray Bradbury, as key
influences in his approach
to communicating science.
Born to eminent parents
— Vishnu Vasudev Narlikar,
a mathematician at Bana-
ras Hindu University (now
IIT-BHU), and Sumati Narli-
kar, a Sanskrit scholar — Dr.
Narlikar received his early
education in Varanasi be-
fore moving to the Univer-
sity of Cambridge, where
he completed his Ph.D. un-
der Sir Fred’s mentorship.



& Who was Jayant Narlikar?
* One of India's most distinguished theoretical astrophysicists.
« Known for his lifelong commitment to science communication and debunking superstition.

» Passed away at age 86 in Pune (2025).

2 Major Scientific Contributions:

e Best known for co-developing the "Steady State Theory" of the universe along with British

astronomer Fred Hoyle.
e Contrasts with the Big Bang theory.
» Posits that the universe has no beginning or end and is in a continuous state of creation.

» Vocal critic of Big Bang model, yet open to evidence-based refinements.



* Founder-Director of:

* IUCAA - Inter-University Centre for Astronomy and Astrophysics, Pune.
* Helped India become a globally recognized center for research in:

* Theoretical physics

 Cosmology

e Astrophysics

¥ Science Popularization:
« A prolific writer and communicator, known for:
e Clear, jargon-free style.
« Tackling themes like alien encounters, science ethics, and Indian civilisation.
* Authored both popular science books and science fiction.

e His autobiography: "Chaar Nagarantale Maze Vishwa" (My Tale of Four Cities) won Sahitya
Akademi Award.



@ Early Life & Education:

» Born to Vishnu Vasudev Narlikar, a mathematician.
» Studied at Banaras Hindu University (BHU) and University of Cambridge.

» Awarded Padma Bhushan (1965) and Padma Vibhushan (2004).

Legacy & Impact:
» Influenced by:
» Stephen Hawking, Carl Sagan, Asimov, Arthur C. Clarke.
» Featured in Indian science TV shows in the 1990s.

* |nstrumental in promoting scientific temper, especially post-1296 under the UNESCO Kalinga Prize.
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At the United Nations Peacekeeping (UNPK) Ministerial 2025 meeting in Berlin, 74 member states pledged t«
enhance the effectiveness and adaptability of peace operations amid evolving global challenges.

» India pledged a Quick Reaction Force (QRF), One male armed police (Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) or mixed armed police (CRPF), Women-led Police Unit, among others.

= As per UNPK data, India is currently the 4th largest troop-contributing nation with 5,375 personnel
after Nepal, Rwanda and Bangladesh.

o Nearly 180 Indian peacekeepers have died in action—the highest of any troop contributor. India
deployed the first all-female unit to Liberia in 2007.



About UNPK: The first UNPK mission, United Nations Truce Supervision Organization (UNTSO), was

established in May 1948 to monitor the Armistice Agreement between Israel and its Arab neighbors
with a small team of military observers.

o They are deployed by the UN Security Council to support ceasefires and peace agreements and are
called Blue Helmets due to the light blue color symbolizing peace on the UN flag.

o Currently, over 61,000 military and police peacekeepers from 119 countries and more than 7,000
civilian personnel serve in 11 UN Peacekeeping Missions.






Navigating the Red Sea Crisis

Red Sea Security Crisis

The event causing trade
disruptions

Maritime Trade Disruption

The impact on shipping routes

Transit Fee Discount

The financial incentive for ships

Large Container Ships

The beneficiaries of the discount

May 15, 2025

The effective date of the discount




Red Sea Shipping Crisis Timeline
(2023)

Shipping
Rerouting

Major shipping lines
avoid Red Sea,
rerouting via Cape of
Good Hope

Houthi Attacks
Begin

Iran-backed Houthi
rebels start targeting
commercial ships in

the Red Sea

Suez Canal Overview

{ what s the suez canal? |

r

L

A 193-km artificial waterway
connecting the
Mediterranean Sea to the
Red Sea, the shortest
maritime route between
Europe and Asia. Opened in
1869.

~

s

{ Does the Ganal have locs” |

No, it is a sea-level waterway,
allowing efficient passage of
vessels.

{ How busy i the Suez canat? |

(

o

12-15% of global commerce
passes through it, making it
one of the busiest waterways
in the world.
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Alternative route for shipping while Suez
Canal blocked

— Using Suez Canal — Around Cape of Good Hope
10,000 nautical miles 13,500 nautical miles
(18,520km) (25,002km)

25.5 days* 34 days*

*Based on ship’s average speed of 16.43 knots
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The Supreme Court has reinstated a pivotal eligibility criterion for
aspirants of the judicial services examination.

The candidates must possess a minimum of three years of legal practice to qualify for entry-level
judicial positions, such as Civil Judge (Junior Division) posts.

Background and Rationale

This decision overturns the 2002 ruling that allowed fresh law graduates to directly enter the
judiciary without prior courtroom experience.

The court observed that this earlier approach led to challenges in judicial efficacy, as judges without
practical experience often lacked the necessary skills to handle complex legal matters effectively.




Implementation Details

The three-year practice requirement will be calculated from the date of a
candidate’s provisional enrollment as an advocate, not from the date of
passing the All India Bar Examination (AIBE).

To validate this experience, candidates must obtain a certificate from an
advocate with at least 10 years of standing at the Bar, endorsed by a
judicial officer of the respective court.

Additionally, experience gained as a law clerk to judges will be recognized
as valid legal practice for this purpose.
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Development of High-Altitude Platform

Pre-Monsoon Tests

Successful completion of flight tests
before the monsoon season.

Autopilot Integration

Integration of a certified autopilot
system into the prototype.

Prototype Design

Initial design and development of the
HAP prototype by NAL.

0

©



High-Altitude Platform (HAP)

F ™
A High-Altitude Platform
(HAP) is a solar-powered,

unmanned stratospheric

aircraft that operates at 17—
~ 22 km altitude, bridging the
@ gap between terrestrial
systems and satellites.




Aerospace Research Institutions

\

~N

National Aerospace
Laboratories located
in Bengaluru. Itis
under CSIR.

NAL Bengaluru

WJ




Drone applications

Border security Aerial Communication

Patrolling borders coverage platform

and surveillance Providing coverage Telecommunication

for applications relay and weather
data



Top Features of Solar-Powered Platform

d 1 D

Endurance

Achieves 8.5+ hours in
test flights, longer
duration planned.




Applications of drone technology across various fields of

expertise.
Meteorolo . .
gy Geoinformatics
Measures monsoon .
clouds with Monitors
radiosonde environment with
Limited Use deployment. real-time mapping. Extensive Use
O | =° | 46
©,
Defence Telecommunications Crowd

Secures borders and Provides temporary Monitoring
gathers intelligence. 5G connectivity in

Ensures public
safety during large
gatherings.

remote areas.
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Word of the day

Sanguine:

a blood-red colour; confidently optimistic and
cheerful; inclined to a healthy reddish colour
often associated with outdoor life

Synonyms: florid, rubicund, ruddy

Usage: she has a fresh and sanguine
complexion.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/sanguinepro

International Phonetic
Alpha bet: /saen.gwin/




Thank you
guys.




