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Supreme Court Mandates Three Years 
of Legal Practice for Judicial Service 

Aspirants



The Supreme Court has reinstated a pivotal eligibility criterion for 
aspirants of the judicial services examination. 

The candidates must possess a minimum of three years of legal practice to qualify for entry-level 
judicial positions, such as Civil Judge (Junior Division) posts.

Background and Rationale

This decision overturns the 2002 ruling that allowed fresh law graduates to directly enter the 
judiciary without prior courtroom experience. 

The court observed that this earlier approach led to challenges in judicial efficacy, as judges without 
practical experience often lacked the necessary skills to handle complex legal matters effectively.



Implementation Details

The three-year practice requirement will be calculated from the date of a 
candidate’s provisional enrollment as an advocate, not from the date of 
passing the All India Bar Examination (AIBE). 

To validate this experience, candidates must obtain a certificate from an 
advocate with at least 10 years of standing at the Bar, endorsed by a 
judicial officer of the respective court.

Additionally, experience gained as a law clerk to judges will be recognized 
as valid legal practice for this purpose.



High-Altitude Platform (HAP) 
Prototype















Fun fact - who has 3 hearts 









Thank you 
guys.


