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What was the duration of the SpaceX Crew Dragon mission before
returning to Earth?

W?Wﬁﬁmﬁmmmﬁwm#m
frasr of?

* A. 180 days
B. 250 days
C. 286 days
D. 371 days



Why was the SpaceX Crew Dragon mission prolonged beyond its original
schedule?

TIGUFH F 3917 e Y A FRFA & 3% 707 aF F4
ST T@T ITqT?

* A. Crew members volunteered for an extended mission / E HeEaT &

Faool § AT &+ derm
B. The Boeing Starliner spacecraft failed, leaving astronauts stranded /

memﬂmﬁwg’rw e rafver anh

C. NASA decided to conduct additional space experiments / ATHT &
faRea 3aRer gaer FHF &1 Avir =T

D. The International Space Station required urgent repairs / 3-1?R‘I'V<ﬁ'€l'
ARET TAT H ATUTdHRTel T AFAT HT ATGeTHar db



What is APAAR ID, introduced under the National Education Policy (NEP)
2020?

tr;@zr framr AfS (NEP) 2020 % a8 Q21 fFAT AT APAAR ID FT
5

* A. A national-level examination system / T& IMSEIT FdAT I &
B. A unique student ID for academic record storage / a1 Rz
SRUT & AT T AT ST S
C. An onllne learning platform for students / BTAT & foT T&H
AT ATl TolehiA
D. A digital certification system for university degrees / ﬁeaﬁa'znsra
et & v v Bfoed v Yomeh



What is the key concern regarding APAAR ID?
APAAR ID FT oIt HET T #ar1 872

* A. Students may Iose access to their academic records / STF 39at

aTfored RFIE dF UgT @ dHd &

B. It is being |mplemen"fed without a proper legal framework / 3‘9‘

3R et o/ F AT e R o W@ @
C.lti mcreases the financial burden on schools / g W’T qT fadi¥r

dIsT 9CIdT &
D. Iti |s incompatible with international academic systems / Ig

tarfore gomferaYl & 919 99T ©



Which organization raised concerns about the privacy risks of APAAR ID?

APAAR ID &Y MUARTAr Sf@AT & dHY 5T e S Rdar JTaE?

* A. National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) / TI'V@'J HTAAITA PR
AT (NHRC) . .
B. Internet Freedom Foundation (IFF) / Sela¢ HISH B339 (IFF)
C. NITI Aayog / Sifa 3tm=er ‘
D. Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) / FII HeaWOT F{fr (CBI



What percentage of India’s remittances in FY24 came from the U.S. and
U.K.?

FY24 A AR 3R I&F @ AR # 1A qTed 9901 &7 foveta
gfaerd A1?

* A.25%
B.30%

C. 40%
D. 50%



What trend was observed in remittances from Gulf nations to India?

HRA # @St qaf & 3 gtk 9wor i forw ugfar & a&T 19m?

e A. Increase in remittance share / 99T fgEASRY # aaﬁr
B. Decrease in remittance share / SUT w A am"r

C. Stable remittance trends / T€IT 9YUT qa‘i%r

D. Fluctuations due to political changes / Teiifa® IRAdAT & HIOT
SAR-Td



Which country recently discovered the world’s largest White Hydrogen
deposit?

ﬁgﬁ?’?rﬁmﬁﬁgﬁmmmwmg@mm

* A. China /iﬂ?;l'
B. France / W
C. United States / Hg«d I AR
D. Australia / C



What major decision was taken under the UPI Incentive Scheme?
UPI 9IcHTEA STl & dgd Hia AT yq@ Aoy form aam?

 A. Abolishing merchant transaction fees / STIRY dAeT-CoT Aeh
HHATCA AT
B. Providing 0.15% incentive for small-value UPI transactions / SIdl
T & UPI deT-8T 9T 0.15% Wl UGIeT Il
C. Mandatory UPI adoption for all government transactions / it
PRI ded-coT & T UPI 39T fAard ster
D. Introducing a digital tax on UPI transactions / UPI dlel-¢oT UX
f3foea #T amy e



What is the main purpose of the "Farm Distress Index"?

"B BRE SSHFE" T HET 38T FAT 872

« A. Measure crop production levels / B8 3cqTeed TAX BT HATIAT
B. Track financial difficulties faced by farmers / fraret GART HTHHAT
$r A1 Wr AT Fieasar a1 ¢

C. Monitor climate impact on agrlculture/a?ﬁ' gy ofeldiq E R )

foreRTelt ST
D. Determine land use efficiency/ﬂcﬁ 3T gaTdr &1 fareiRor
C ]
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Knowing is not
enough; we must
apply. Willing is not

enough; we must do.

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe
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AP. government
to implement SC
sub-classification

AMARAVATT
After Legislative Assembly on
Thursday approved a report on
Sub-Classification of
Schedufied Castes, Andhra
Pracesh Chief Minister N,
Chanarabab Nasd:

the e

30 ‘Maoists’ shot dead in
twin Bastar encounters

26

RAIPUR

t least 30 alleged

were gunned down along
the

comeitment to SC
Sub-<ategorisation. » PAGE 3

xoLLAM
mining project off
the Kerata coast will begin only
after releasing a full
Skl kpact

t and conducting
transparent, Inclusive
conmstatons with afiected
communities,  spokesperson

boundary in south Bastar,
a senior police officer said_

force to com-
bat Naxalism, lost his life.
The police said a joint
team of security personnel
had gone out on a combing
operation in the Gangaloor
police station area. The ex-
of fire started
around 7 a.m. and conti-
nued il the afternoon. in a
search, bodies,
along ith 5 lnxge quantity
of arms and ammunition.

ed down along Bik
Bijapur District Reserve Guard loses a jawan in the

-Dantews

buum].;rv.!ndﬁ)u‘r(l‘lk‘u'
arms and

recovered

The wemy backs Jouwans seauming from a6 encountar vikh Madiste in
Bsjapur in Chhattizgarh on Thursday. SPECAL ASRANGEME

tar. ajoint party of the DRG
and Border Security Force
exchanged fire  with
Maotsss, the police said. In
abulletin, they sald the bo.
dies of four Maoists
been recovered.

The combined figare of

Amit Shah and Chhattis-
garh Chief Minister Vishnu
Deo sai called the encoun-
ters a major success.

garh. The Modi govern-

ruthles:
against Naxaliees and

X Corp. challenges content
blocking orders, opposes
Centre’s ‘censorship portal’

ureau
BENGALURU/NEW DELHI

X Corp, formesly known as
er

policy against those Naxa-
lites who are not surren-

ties from nder to
inclusion. country Is
going to be Naxal-free be-

Mr.
counters a victory and ex-
pressed condolence over
the death of the jawan.
“The State

agencies — from Union Mi-

Te-
mains fully committed to
eradicating Naxallsm, and
security operatons will
Chl

“Today our soldiers have
achieved another big suc-
cess in the direction of
‘Naxal Mukt Bharat Abhi-
van'. 22 Naxalites [the fi-
gure was subsequently up.
were Mlled in 2
separate operations of our

garh is free fr Brom his me.

for the Union Ministry of Mines | along the Kank aokst security forces In Bfapur tensification of the anti-
2idi on Wednesday. » PAGE 2 boundary of north Bas- Union Home Minister and Kanker of Chhattis- Naxal campaign.
POlice Zrcest GO AL full steam

people in Nagpur;

curfew relaxed

NacruR

The Nagpur police on Thursday
eased curfew in parts of the

in the riots that broke out on

investigators have idertified
around 200 accused. 1 PAGE &

DEDRAL-BALAN
es willed at beast 85
Palestinians across the Gaza
Strip overmight and into.
Thursday, according to heaith

a ceasefire. 3 PAGE 14

=S
workers paint shikoras (gondotas) in Srinagar cn Thuracay. The best time o vize

Kashmir is considered to be during the spring and summer months from March to Cctober. IMBAN e

nistries down to local pol-
ice stations — iss:
blocking orders, using a
Union

template.

court to direct the govern-
ment that orders to block
content can anly
Section 694 of the
Information . Tech:
@) Act, 2000, it mar by
king Section 79(3)(b)

grders {smed under Sec
drr

odungordels" bus o
simply notified ‘the pm
form that it was liable for il-
legal content
Section 69A empowers
the Union government to
direct the blocking of pu-
blsc access to informarion if
cemed necessary for so-
vereignty, security, public
it incite-

cedural | safeguards | 1o

ensure it is not misused,

L hich have been laid down

the Supreme Court in

the Landmark Shreya sing-

hal vs Union of India case
201

nal protection
tion 79 of the Act, on

Sec
the other hand, ~merely
exempts  intermediaries
[such as se:

apps] from Hability for
third-party content [such
as posts]; it does not em-

court's verdict in Shreya

X’s legal
challenge
Hore are th

=Wihy issue blocking.

clause 3(b) of Section 79
does say that the exemp-
tion will not be valid if the
intermediary fails to expe-
ditiously remove or disable
access to material used to

Home Ministry created the
portal. which X has

called a_-censorship por-
tal* 1o facilkate such or-
ders to be issued. The Sa-
portal et says it

was developed “to auto-

achieve a

the
£

blocking orders™,
clal said. “These orders in-
form social media in
diaries  about

comtent, and If they do

remove them, they share
the liability faced by the us-
1t is Not the same as a
blocking order under Sec-
tion 694, which is directly
blocking on a few narrow

grounds.
“We will let the court

directly
69A... MeitY’s actions are
2leo colotrable: exercises
of power because it has at-
tempted delegaxe power
entral and State agen-
s, amA: Soummtlam
police officers, that Meiry
itself does not have under
the IT Act” the petition
added.

up for hearing on Masch 17
befare Justice M. Nagapra-
sanna, Additional Sol-
Toteor-emerat of India o1
the court that “there is
nothing done that would
Justify grant of an intersm
order, as on date”

U.S. seeks

NEW DELHI

An Indian man pursuing
postdoctoral research in
U.S. Is facing deportation

after u.t.hn(l\!ﬁ sald h.e

ment of Homeland Securi-
ty. said on Thursday that
he was “actively spreading
Hamas propaganda”.

“Terrorist links"
she alleged that he was

was
Propagandar and had tes
with a_“suspected terro-
rist” of the group. Badar
Khan Suri had done his

ecade:
before moving to the U.s.
His wife., saleh, a

on social media” “Surl
has close connections to a
known or ed terro-
rist, who is a senior advi-
sor to Hamas,™ she addq
She further said the
U.S. Secretary of State had
“issued a determination”
on March 15 that Mr. Suri's

U.S. citizen of Palestinian
so did her Ph.D.

“Tricla McLaughlin, As-
sistant Secretary, Depart-
cm

x

in
the coun(ry “rendered
him deportal

A Georgeto'wn Mhatpcas.
ty spokesperson
Sacohone thared with The

Sadar Khan Suri

Hlndu. sald that Dr. Suri
was d ed w
enter the United States to
continue his doctoral re-
search on peace-building
in trag Afghanistan.
“We are not aware of
him engaging in any dlegal

ee

\\ ‘e are not aware of him

deportation of Indian scholar for ‘spreading

Hamas propaganda’

cule, or
Jectionable. We expect the
legal system to adjudicate
this case fairly.” the spo-

la-

inany
llln:gal activity. and we
have not received a
reason for
detention. We expect
the legal system to

adjudicate this case fairly
Spolamporion. Gasrgatown
e

aceivity, and we have not
rec a reason for his
dmemmm we support our

members®
Flehts to free and open in-
quiry, deliberation and
debate, even if the under-
Iying ideas may be diffi-

wyers have o a penuon
for his release at UL
District Court for the East-
emn District of Virginia.

*Formidable scholar”

Jaleel Mehdi. who teaches
at the Jamia Millia Isla-
mias Nelson Mandela

was very happy to be in
the U.S. and was looking
forward to working on de-

in so-
cleties with a history of
violence.” He added that

Mr. Suri believed in an

idea of a “phural India”.
Amir Sherwani, who

pursued a Master’s degree

‘with Mr. Surl in Jamia, re-
called that the latter was
shy and introverted, but
with a sense of humour.
“He met his wife when

in
crossed multiple coun-
:ﬂes before reaching Ga-

He as een wvocal
abom his solidarity with
ause

Mr. Mehdi said, “He has
specific views on Pales-
tine, which are not very
different from that of most
indian scholars
Nermeen Arastu, Asso-
clate Professor at the CU-
NY School of Law in New
York, who is part of the le-
‘eam representing Mr.
Suri, said tha

night ts
nown detention facility.
“This is part of a I
pattern of racially motivat-
ed attacks on
et the

slnce October 7... his wife
too is from Palestine

Trump administration,”
Ms. Arastu said.

Farm leaders
goon fast in
police custody

NEW DELHI

A day after their arrests, all

Kisan
Morcha (SKM) groups said
here on Thursday.

Two SKM groups alleged
that the Union govern-
ment, led by the BIP, and
the

. were ng together
0 protect the interests of
corporate houses.
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X Corp. challenges content
blocking orders, opposes
Centre’s ‘censorship portal

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU/NEW DELHI

X Corp, formerly known as
Twitter Inc, has moved the
Karnataka High Court,
challenging the way the
Union and State govern-
ments are issuing orders to
block content on its plat-
form. The company is op-
posing the Centre’s new
Sahyog portal, terming it a
“censorship portal”, which
allows all government
agencies — from Union Mi-
nistries down to local pol-
ice stations — to issue
blocking orders, using a
Union government-issued
template.

The court will hear the
petition on March 27,

X Corp has asked the
court to direct the govern-
ment that orders to block
content can only be issued
under Section 69A of the
Information  Technology
(IT) Act, 2000, and not by
invoking Section 79(3)b)
of the Act.

A Union government of-
ficial told The Hindu that
orders issued under Sec-
tion 79 were not “direct
blocking orders”, but they
simply notified the plat-
form that it was liable for il-
legal content.

Section 69A empowers
the Union government to
direct the blocking of pu-
blic access to information if
deemed necessary for so-
vereignty, security, public
order, or to prevent incite-
ment, among other rea-
sons. It has multiple pro-
cedural  safeguards to
ensure it is not misused,
which have been laid down
by the Supreme Court in
the landmark Shreya Sing-
hal vs Union of India case
in 2015.

Conditional protection

Section 79 of the Act, on
the other hand, “merely
exempts  intermediaries
[such as service providers,
social media platforms, or
apps] from lability for
third-party content [such
as posts]; it does not em-
power the government to
issue information blocking
orders in violation of Sec-
tion 69A and the apex
court’s verdict in Shreya

X’S legal = Why issue blocking = Section 6‘}:—'.
orders under empowers the
Section 79(3)(b) government to
ofthe Information block access.
Technology (IT) Act, to online
2000, and rat under content,
Section 694 under specific

m Section 79(3)(b)

circumstances

autlines the = Linien Home
conditions Ministry's
under which an Sahyog
intermediary loses portalis a

its “safe harbour ‘censorship
protection portal’

Singhal's case,” according
to the X petition. However,
clause 3(b) of Section 79
does say that the exemp-
tion will not be valid if the
intermediary fails to expe-
ditiously remove or disable
access to material used to
commit an unlawful act
when notified by the
government.

The company also ques-
tioned a communication
against the Union Ministry
of Electronics and Infor-
mation Technology (MeitY)
issued on October 31, 2023,
informing all Union Minis-
tries, State governments,
and State police chiefs that
they are authorised to is-
sue blocking orders under
Section 79(3)(b) of the Act.
A year later, the Union
Home Ministry created the
Sahyog portal, which X has
called a “censorship por-
tal” to facilitate such or-
ders to be issued. The Sa-
hyog portal website says it
was developed “to auto-
mate the process of send-
ng notices to intermediar-
ies... ensuring immediate
action” and will “help
achieve a clean cyber
space”.

These actions by the
Centre are in violation of
the law as laid down by the
top court in the Shreya
Singhal case, the petition
said. “MeitY is trying to do
indirectly through other
agencies what it cannot do
directly under Section
69A... MeitY's actions are
also colourable exercises
of power because it has at-
tempted to delegate power
to Central and State agen-
cies, and countless local
police officers, that MeitY
itself does not have under
the IT Act,” the petition
added.

A senior Union govern-
ment official disputed X's
description of the Sahyog
portal as a parallel censor-
ship system. Orders sent
under Section 79 “are not
blocking orders”, the offi-
cial said. “These orders in-
form social media interme-
diaries  about  illegal
content, and if they do not
remove them, they share
the liability faced by the us-
ers... It is not the same as a
blocking order under Sec-
tion 69A, which is directly
blocking on a few narrow
grounds.”

“We will let the court
decide the constitutionali-
ty of the portal,” the official
added.

Prasanth Sugathan, le-
gal director at the Software
Freedom Law Centre, In-
dia (SFLC), said that it was
“problematic” that Sahyog
was designed for such a
large number of com-
plaints “without any pro-
cedural safeguards”,

Informing the court that
the MHA had written to X
Corp in October 2024 ask-
ing it to appoint a nodal of-
ficer to coordinate with the
Sahyog Portal, the compa-
ny sought interim protec-
tion, expressing apprehen-
sion that if it fails to
appoint a nodal officer or
to comply with blocking
orders issued under Sec-
tion 79(3)9b), it may attract
coercive action against the
company and its
representatives.

‘When the petition came
up for hearing on March 17
before Justice M. Nagapra-
sanna, the Additional Sol-
icitor-General of India told
the court that “there is
nothing done that would
justify grant of an interim
order, as on date.”







Seeks judicial intervention to ensure blocking orders are issued only
under Section 69A of the IT Act, 2000 and not under Section
79(3)(b).

~TAF §EAAIT FHY AWT & difeh solifehdr 3T AF 3EN
HAATH 2000 T 4RT 69A & degd IR fFT T, 7 fF arT
79(3)(b) & dEd




e X Corp’s Legal Challenge | X 1Y T EFIT-Ic\?-ﬁ ﬂFﬁFﬁ

A. Issues Raised | 33I¥ 9T 313?‘
1.Blocking orders should be issued under Section 69A and not under Section 79(3)(b).

1. sllfehar el &1 ¥RT 69A F dgd ST fFIAT =T 9IfRT, o &F ORT
79(3)(b) & d&dl

2.Union IT Ministry’s directive (October 31, 2023) allowing police chiefs to issue blocking
orders under Section 79(3)(b) is unconstitutional.

1. 3T$E FAAGT FT Ader (31 3rareay, 2023) S gfAy TAEN F 4
79(3)(b)$aaaam1ﬁwaﬂﬁﬁmmﬁram% sradafae B



Arguments from the Shreya
Singhal Case (2015) | 4T

Rud &9 (2015) ¥ dF

Blocking orders must follow
proper legal procedures under
Section 69A.

Intermediaries (like X) cannot
be forced to remove content
unless legally ordered.

The government’s current
approach violates Supreme
Court’s guidelines.

o SATTHT ATQRAT FT URT 69A F e 3T FIefsi
YfshaT T 9Telel AT AT

o« ALYEY (W X) A FEEA e F ar werah
g & fAT ATy adt v S @@l

o TXFR Y TdATT YThIT Hafed AT &
franfadat &1 3eaud Fidr B



Government’s Response | §I&HR &1 gfafshar

A senior official argues that orders under Section 79(3)(b) are not equivalent to
blocking orders under Section 69A.

- & aRes FAFH F1 a& § F 4RT 79(3)(b) F T8 R IT Mqer, &Ry
69A & dgd Sollihdl 3Tl & WHTT Ial &

* Defends Sahyog portal, calling it a system for removing illegal content.

o HEAWT YIcT FT d91d AT, 39 314 A g & AT v yorelr
qd14TI

* Solicitor General assured the court that the Centre would justify each order.

« AT Tl A HeTold & AT AT [ g WIFR UcAFH Ao Fl
iR Tareefi|




. Historical Perspective | ¥fagii@s® TieeahIor

Censorship laws in India have existed since British rule, with colonial-era laws
restricting free speech.

« IR A AW Frer fafeer amwer & ¥y @ & #Algg @ &, o« dufaafds FweEt a
Fffcafda 1 Faaaar & giasfa frar o

Shreya Singhal case (2015) strengthened digital free speech.

« 31 RAue 7 (2015) A RBfed Faaaar # #Asrqa Fam



Economic Impact | AT+ gHT

Censorship laws could affect foreign investment in digital platforms.

« FRRAT Fe Bfoea wewEt & [gd Fdw F wiflda w1 v §

Tech companies may rethink their operations in India.

o Thellehl FUMAAT HRT A YA ATl W YATTAR FT Fhell
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States

Karnataka Minister
promises probe into
honey-trap allegations

BENGALURU

Karnataka Home Minister

the written complaint to be
filed by him.”
Public Works Minister
Saush jarkiholi, earlier in
the day, said that two un-
successful honey-trap at-
empts were made on one
senior Minister In  the
State, and called for a pol
nto the

A.P. govt. to implement
sub-categorisation of SCs

The sub-classification will be based on the 2011 Census, with Andhra Pradesh as a single unit

e
KN, nna for implementati
have honcy-trapped "
48 people, including AMARAVATI
lat Central
F he Andhra Pradesh
tive As-

ing any names.
Bespanding e this, Mc.
0o had

from Tumalury had been
targeced.

~Only Dr. Parameshwa-
ra and 1 are the Ministers
from Tumakuru district. §
want to say that it is not
Just about myself, but 48

Ranjan Mishra, a redred
LAS officer.
A majority of the mem-
bers appealed to Legisia-
tive Assembly Speaker Ch.
Ayyanna Patrudu to ensure
that the State government
implemented the SC sub-
king the

mmacter. Stressing the noed
for a nonpartisan fight
agains:

cians curting across all par-
ties have been victims of It
and such cases had hap-
pened during the previous
BIP regime too.

In the Assembly, BJP

member Basanagou: 2
Patil Yatnal alleged that

<
their eyes on the Chief Mi-
nisterial post are indulging

I such accivitles to defame
their polirical opponents.
In future, they may
anyone depending on t.he
need.” he said.

BJP member’s claim

Meanwhile, BJP member
Munirathna, who is facing
a com of sexual ha-
Pasmmt, clatad ot 5
case had been “foisted~ on
him as part of political ven-

etz

a.
Maintaining that he was

He said, ~This is a danger-
ous erend, as we have al

ready seen character assas-
sination of senlor leaders
like H.D. Revanna and Ra-
mesh Jarkiholi~

du reaffirmed the govern-

ment's o SC

-nm. &a promise
. and we
have fultilied it. & has

N. CHANDRABABU NAIDU
AT Pty Chiet Minster

tives to ensure equitable
f benefits

egorisation, stating
thar it was & lone pending
demand had
been fulfil

e Natd sald sub-clas-
sification of SCs had been
done In accordance with
the Supreme Court’s direc-

mong the SC sub-groups.
“This is a promise we
made, and we have ful-

fruition during my tenure.”
Mr. Naidu said during his

. says Naidu. adding that it will be applied at the district level from 2026

speech. He said the move
would not cause harm to
any group, and urged peo-
ple not to believe in mis-
conceptions on it.

state
“The c n will
be based on the 2011 Cen-
sus, with An Pradesh
22 2 single unk for kple-
mentation. Howex:

iy
2026, it will be appued ar
the district level,” Mr. Nai-
du made it clear.

~The decision is aimed
at ensuring that the histors-

cally marginalised sub-
groups within the com-
munity recefve their right-

ful share of benefits,” he
said.

Aview of the Silanalla stream and surmounding forests, where a

hydroelectric project has been proposed. FILEFHOTO

TNPCB cancels hearing
on Silahalla power
project in the Nilgiris

The Hindu Burcau
UDHAGAMANDALAM

The Tamil Nadu Pollution

N on Thursday to
gather public opinion on
e silahalla

25 celebrities, social media influencers
booked for promoting illegal betting apps

W

tors Ran bati,
Prakash Raj. Vijay Devar:
konda and Manchu -

mi were among thos
named in the FIR for en-
dorsing such platforms
through videos and ads.

Prakasn Raj and Rana Daggubatl say they

read with 49 of the Bharati-
ya Nyaya Sanhita, Sections
3, 3(A), and 4 of the Telan-
gana Act, Sec-
tion 66(D) of the Informa-
tion Technology Act.

Mr. Devarakonda
Mr. Daggubat said they
had entered into contracts
with ~skill-based gaming

b

‘with the betting and gaming platiorms.

The case was filed on a
Somplaint by PAL Phanin-

Sarma, a businessman
fom Mivapur, who said
many youth in his colony

had lost their hard-earmned

Sections 318(4) and 12

done any such ad,” he said.

ct.
The TNPCB's notifica-
ton of the meeting — pu-
over a week ago —

had led to local residents,
farmers” assoclations and
conservationists  voicing
concerns against the pro-
ject which residents be-
Ieved had been cancelled.

“Affects livelihoods®
Farmers” assoclations nnd
the silahalla

Commities have bean o
posing the project since its.

hoods of residents of more

surround-

ing Khe Kundah taluk.
Residents had _also

planned to voice their op-

position during the public

TNPCB was
quisition for the project,

Rescue teams make holes at
identified spots to detect those
trapped in Telangana tunnel

HYDERABAD

The search operation at
the Srisaflam Bank Ca-

gana to trace remain-
ing peuons trapped
under debris entered
the 2 dxyon .

ding to officials,
the

help of excavators, was
now ng on making
multiple holes using crow-

ing operations were conti-

Boulders and other metal scrap being brought out of the SLBC
tunnel near Domatspenta in Magarkurnool district on Thursdary.

nuing at the DI and D2

points to prevent water ac-
cumulati safe exca-
wvation worl

The teams were

rescue
working in five shifts — 7
m.llam.3pm,7pm

and 11 p.m.

Health activists in Kerala demand fair
salary, begin indefinite hunger strike

begin-
r

Health Miazion

(mﬂm

The
have established a commu-

Tieakth Minister Veena Ge-

.. three
KAHWA leaders - M.A. Bin-
du, Thankamani and R.

Sheeja — launched their in-

Stepping up Protest: ASHA workers block the road outside the

definite hunger strike at 11
am.

Secretanat in TRruVaNANEhapuam on MONGy. NISMAL HASNORAN

Communist Marxist Party
(CMP) leader C.P. john.
farmer MIA- Joseph B

Those who rallied behind

ong others.
lﬂeam'hlle Kﬂlﬂh
Health Minister Veena Gi
arge, who held a round of
discussions with KAHWA

on Wednesday, went to

New Delhi to meet Union
Health Minister JP. Nadda.

that she hoped to raise sev-
eral issues of the State, in-
cluding its demand for an
AlMS-like Institution, ap-
proval for new -
ment Medical College Hos-
pials. Wayanad and
Kasaragod, and ASHAs®

tion.
She said the Centre had

a “key role to play” in re-
with

Registration
for safflower
procurement
to begin soon

BELAGAVI

The Karnataka govern-
ment will soon start regis-

em of market Interven-
ton to arrest price.
Department of Agri-

tie procriremnene. price ad
25,940 per q
Procus

rement  centres

Minister Shivanand Patil
said in a release that a max-

purc 5
at the average of five quin-
talupe(mepefﬁm.

solving the
ASHAS as “the scheme was
a Central government
one

price
be deposited to the e
account of the farmer, the
Minister

Differences emerge in Kerala film industry over
producers’ body releasing partial collection figures

Associal
blishing box-office collec-
tion figures appears to
have not gone down well
h many from within the
Encinstry. Flkmmakers snd
pmd Hin-
du spoke to pacmed at the
of putting out
ml]e(ﬂnn figures as
the association has pu-
blished just the producers’
share from Kerala theatres
after excluding the owver-

seas

According to es
released by the KFPA for 17
Malayalam e-

movies
in February 2025,
only Officer on Duty star-

from over-1 laforms
©Tn  and exnibitors”
sh:

it is not justified If they

cm gm

ring
a hir, while Dot ana
Bromance might break

even. ation
claimed that the total bud-

were clearly flops, even Of-
ficer on Duty. 'a hit, was
shown turned a
share ofonly 1t crors for a
t of £13 crore, mak-

ing it seem like it was
big a hit. However, the film
had considerable collec-

Boban,
the lead robe in Officer an Duty.

et of the movies released
in February was 27523
crore. The producers got a
total theatrical collection

though st
films on the pmd.ucm list

producers need to talk on-

Iy about their share of the
collections.

Miss World 2025 in Telangana
to cost I54 crore; to be split
between State, Miss World Li:nited

Siddharth Kumar
HYDERABAD

contestants from 140 coun-
tries competing for the

sState, which afms to show-
case its rich cultural hesit-
age and global ambitions.
The total expenditure
for the event is estimated
at 254 crore, with costs be-
equally shared bet-

The T2nd Mizs World pageant will be held in Telangans between
GomaL

Mary 7 and 31 MacAmA

ween the Telangana Tou-
rism Department and Miss
World Limited. Telanga-
na’s 227 crore

nister jupally Krishna Rao
said at a press conferenc
at Tourism Plaza Hotel in

will primarily come from
sponsorships, Tourism Mi-

on
He hailed the occasion
as a milestone for the State.

@ A




Miss World 2025 in Telangana
to cost 54 crore; to be split
between State, Miss World Limited

Siddharth Kumar Singh
HYDERABAD

Telangana is set to become
the global stage for beauty
and culture as the State
prepares to host the 72nd
edition of the Miss World
pageant between May 7
and 31. The event will see
contestants from 140 coun-
tries competing for the
prestigious title, marking a
significant moment for the
State, which aims to show-
case its rich cultural herit-
age and global ambitions.
The total expenditure
for the event is estimated
at 54 crore, with costs be-
ing equally shared bet-

May 7 and 31. NAGARA GOPAL

ween the Telangana Tou-
rism Department and Miss
World Limited. Telanga-
na’s 327 crore contribution
will primarily come from
sponsorships, Tourism Mi-

A

nister Jupally Krishna Rao
said at a press conference
at Tourism Plaza Hotel in
Hyderabad on Thursday.
He hailed the occasion
as a milestone for the State.

AIN-X
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NEW CHALLENGE
Pa to lead Ro

s in first three

es: Samson to play as batter

FILE PHOTO: ENMARLAL YOGIN

-

Riyan Parag will lead Rajasthan Royals in its first three ©L games as
regular captain Sanju Samson has been told to awoid wicketkeeping

dutie dueto = inger surgery, which mesn that e willarly be

asu
after his nm«-a; Tractured donng e Bt Ta00 against England.

WELCOME NEWS
Siraj sar

lifting of saliva ban will

help bowlers find reverse s

Gujarat T#

the BCCI's decision to It the saliva ban ahead of IPL 2025, *It's
excellent rews for us bowiers because when the ball is not doing

anything. appiying saliva on the ball will

FULL OF INTENT

You will see a fearless approach
from LSG. says mentor Zaheer

Pty

POTENT COMBINATION

‘Right balance between data and
gut-feel improves decision-making’

~

Lucknow Super Giants’ mentor

his

{eam's upcoming IPL seasan, promising an ag:msswe and fearess
e cantal

integrat .
Blining beid iehen bianidadd it Eerlec tbalaion S i fedk

of Cricket

finding some reverse swing.” sald Siraj.

the team's

“You will see a fearless

approach from this team.” " Eomaer stated

y
Mo Bobat.

Secision

gh

Very Important As a leader in Sport, that's your core currency™

Consistency key to CSK’s
pursuit of sixth title

Alot will ride on tweakers Noor and Ashwin to deliver in home condil

to reignite his partnership with Conway: the team will hope Dhoni continues his si

cHamPION

201012011 201812021
2023 .

Chenn

1PL-18 COUNTDOWN

ai Super Kings

s; Ruturaj will be eager

hitting form_

IS, Dhoni, Devon Con
R, Athin Khatect

OVERALL NUMBERS

THE DRIVING FORCE

IPL introduces ball change in second

innings to negate dew impact

ball change early in the se-
cond half of a 7.30 pm start
game this edition. The

who attended the meeting

Ready to rock: IPL team captans pose for 3 photo In Mumbat on Thursday, SPORTZFCSIP.

be spprehensive ~about
blindly opting

Besldes the ball c:ha.nge
the IPI. a.lso reintro-
duced saliva to
polish the ball, prevented
since the COVID-19 pan-
demic in 2020.

Interestingly,
authorities have also done
away with the suspension
of captains for over-rate
offences.

the IPL

While Hardik Pandya
will miss Mumbal Indians”

season-ope: agatnst
Chennal Super Kings
Sunday, abh Pant mis-

<
Super Giants last year since

be slapped with heavy fi-
nancial penalti

Run Rate (NRR). After post-
ing four wins in the first six

.-_wpemne picks.
Apart from

areas of concern for Super
Kings. The ousfit lacks

second year in the hot seat
even as the IPL glant pre-
pares for a post-Dhonl era.

-
The Hindu also under-

formally with chief selec-
tor Ajit Agarkar on the si-

president, BOCI secretary
and chief selects 2

BCCL
siders attribute the con-
stant delay in the last few
years due to the is-
sues the body found itself
in since the 2013 IPL spot-

fixing

| e = o= pi told The Hindu, preferring
el e ol e i T 2
2 S = captains’ meeting at er, it is under-
i A R R BCCl headquartershereon  stood that the teams
S Viarch 33 vl cronnat T Thursday. that the rule be extended
ﬁ@x . “It was discussed and  to both the innings since
Ki Harchida jvaios | Chanin 330 o received well during the most venues witness the
. Dhons hoct an March 30 [vsea | Gumahon Ta0pm iadting The primuy ob.  Mmpacr of dew right from
W_W" P Zpris _Jusoc | chenna S30pm Jective s to keep the bow-  the first ball. But it was ex-
12 ApaS | vs PAKS | NewCranduarh | T30 pm lers in play even after plained in the meeting that
e e e e dew makes It difficult to  with the introduction of
z grip the ball” an mnsider  the new rule, captains will
k siaes Aprk 14 JvsLsc Lucknow T30 pum
4+ Ao fusta | wumbs T30pm
Apra 2 Jvs S| chennat Ti0pm
> tJ
Apci 30| v=rans | crenoa T0pm
e lemsleee — e | BCCI yet to discuss men’s
Moy T Jvsvonn | Kotkots TS
FETT T TSopm al fe 2024-25
e Low oee —Teen | CcE€Ntral contracts for
delines of the Indian
S. Dipak Ragav duo, CSK has focused on  big- \g overseas profes- | mumsAl Premier League’s opening
building a_strong India  sional and will hope Sam game in  Kolkata on
ince the start of the Core, mchuding batter Ra.  Curran can il thas role. Almost halfway into the  Satur
[PL, Chennai Super hul Tripathi and pacers ., apart from | new annual The BOCE
Kings (CSK) hasbeen  more victories. The lack of  Khaleel Ahmed and Matheesha  Pathirana, | cycle, the Control  contacts to men (since
the epitome of in the middl Kamboj. none of the other quicks | for Cricket In India (BCCI) 05) and  women
cy, reaching the Playoffson  der and the inability of the possess the X-factor. As has | is yet to even begin discus-  (2015-16) for the cycle start-
every occasion it played Indian pacers to step up been the case during the | sions about the men's cen-  ing in October and end
from 2008 to 2019. Howev-  prove . Crucially, 't managed to  last few seasons, all eyes | tral contracts for 202425 in mber to mantain
er, since . the te: The Yellow Brigade has  buy n Conway be on M.S. Dhoni and “We have had some de-  the consistency along with
has blown hot and cold ev-  always looked to maximise  and Ra Ravindra at the hls future. Last year, the | liberation on the ens s AGM cycle. However,
ery alierate seasan. CSK  lcs home conditions, which  auction. Comway's absence  five-time  troph: cenral t the seldom have the annual
not qualify for aid the tweakers, ast year hurt the team, as  skipper the clock | men's contracts is not on  contracts been officially
knodmms thrice (2020, doubled down on its tried- it struggled to get back with vital cameos. | the agenda in the near fu-  announced e
2022 & 2024) while clinch.  and-tested ‘spin towin’ for-  starts despite skipper Rut-  The fans and the manage. | ture” Devajit Saikia, the December.
ing ¢ the title in 2021 and  mula. The ise spent  uraj Gaikwad's fine form. ment will pray that the 43- | BCCI secretary, told The The last cyde
ir opening association Hindu on Thursday men's annual retainer list

scandal.

“The delays have also re-

sulted in a demand from a

certain section of players

for the contract cydle t be

restructured from April to
March.

Team India
gets I58 crore
cash award
for CT victory

Press Trust of India
NEW DELH]

The Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) on
Thursday announced a
cash reward of 258 crore
for the indian cricket team

C Cham-

s windtatl wil cover
the players, coaching and
support staff and members
of the men’s selection com-
mittee headed by Ajit Agar-
kar.

Coventry succeeds Bach as IOC president, becomes
first woman and African to lead the world body

Agencies
COSTA NAVARINO (GREECE)

Zimbabwean Kirsty Coven-

elected president of the In-
ternational Olympic Com-

ever elected to be the most
powerful person in sports
governance.

Coventry sald she would
‘work with the six other riv-
als she defeated. ~This is
an extraordinary
As 3 mineyearold gin, 1

day. peuing to give back

e sports
minister needed only one
round of voting to dlinch
the race to succe

mas Bach, wmmng an ln\-
mediate overall majority in
the secret ballot to take the
helm of the world's wealth-
fest ‘multi-spore
organisation.

At 41, the two-time
Olympic swimming c -
pion is also the youngest

o g

S oamns Corvem
“This is not jus! a huge
honour but it is a reminder

to every single one of you
that I will lead this organi-
sation with pride and with
the values at the core... 1

Al yourst Outgong president Bach imniting Caventry to address the delegates, GETTY Maces

bottom of my bean

Coventry,  who
srongly believed  to be
Bach's favoured candidate,

was thought to be in a tight
run race with I0C veteran

Juan Antonio Samaranch
Junior and World Athletics

ing. Coventry recelved 49
of the 97 votes possible,
with Samaranch obtaining
28 and Coe third with esght
votes.

The seven-time Olympic
medallist, who has been an
10C member since 2013,
had been the chairperson

must_prioridise athleces:
physical

Boxing receives
official IOC nod for
Los Angeles Games

COSTA NAVARING

Boxing will feature at the
2028 Los Angeles Olympics
after the International
Olympic Committee mem-
bers voted unanimously
for its Inclusion on

The sport eady
passed one test when the
10C Executive Board on
Monday recognised World
Boxing as the federation to
oversee the sport.

It ends years of divisions
over the way the sport —

P
For the fires ronmd of vot-

The 10C stej to
organise the boxing tour-
naments at the Tokyo

ter breaking with the Rus-
sian-led International Box-

needed to find a new an

partner if it wanted to be
included at the 2028
Games.
Last nth, the 10C
prov isionally recognised
Boxing as the body
1o oversee the sport ax fr.
ture Olympics.
amx



Coventry succeeds Bach as I0C president, becomes
first woman and African to lead the world body

Agencies
COSTA NAVARINO (GREECE)

Zimbabwean Kirsty Coven-
try became the first wo-
man and African to be
elected president of the In-
ternational Olympic Com-
mittee on Thursday declar-
ing it to be an
“extraordinary moment.”

The Zimbabwe sports
minister needed only one
round of voting to clinch
the race to succeed Tho-
mas Bach, winning an im-
mediate overall majority in
the secret ballot to take the
helm of the world’s wealth-
iest multi-sport
organisation.

At 41, the two-time
Olympic swimming cham-
pion is also the youngest

CM

ever elected to be the most
powerful person in sports
governance.

Coventry said she would
work with the six other riv-
als she defeated. “This is
an extraordinary moment.
As a nine-year-old girl, I
never thought that I would
be standing up here one
day, getting to give back to
this incredible movement
of ours,” Coventry said.

“This is not just a huge
honour but it is a reminder
to every single one of you
that I will lead this organi-
sation with pride and with
the values at the core... I
will make all of you very,
very proud and, I hope, ex-
tremely confident in the
decision you’ve taken to-
day. Thank you from the

All yours! Outgoing president Bach inviting Coventry to address the delegates. GETTY IMAGES

bottom of my heart.”
Coventry, who was

strongly believed to be

Bach’s favoured candidate,

was thought to be in a tight
run race with IOC veteran
Juan Antonio Samaranch
Junior and World Athletics

chief Sebastian Coe.
However, to general sur-

prise the race was over af-

ter the first round of vot-

ing. Coventry received 49
of the 97 votes possible,
with Samaranch obtaining
28 and Coe third with eight
votes.

The seven-time Olympic
medallist, who has been an
IOC member since 2013,
had been the chairperson
of the Athlete Commission
between 2018 and 2021.

Coventry had claimed in
her manifesto that the IOC
must prioritise athletes’
mental health and physical
recovery throughout their
careers and beyond while
counting on the expertise
of international federa-
tions at various events. She
has also sought a zero-tole-
rance approach to corrup-
tion, doping and unethical
behaviour.



10C headquars in Lausanne, Switzerland

Abbreviation
Formation

Founders

Type

Headquarters

Membership

Official

language

President

Vice
Presidents

Director
General

I0C (English), CIO (French)
23 June 1894; 130 years ago

Pierre de Coubertin
Demetrios Vikelas

Sports federation (association
organised under the laws of
the Swiss Confederation)

Olympic House,
Lausanne, Switzerland

110 active members, 39
honorary members, 206
individual National Olympic
Committees

French (reference language),
English, and the host
country's language when
necessary

Thomas Bach!]
Kirsty Coventry

["lJuan Antonio Samaranch
Salisachs

Nawal El Moutawakel
Gerardo Werthein
Pierre-Olivier Beckers-
Vieujant

Christophe De Kepper




Kirsty Coventry of Zimbabwe becomes the first woman and first African to lead the
International Olympic Committee (10C).

Rreared 1 Fredl 9 Teeht AfveT 3K Tee AT Sl FreEi sawSa

3afie wfAfa (10c) 1 Aqea e

Elected in a secret ballot, defeating six other candidates, receiving 49 out of 97 votes.

e AAGT H B¢ Hed SFAIGART $ gUST Il 715, 97 H § 49 A A




* Succeeds Thomas Bach as IOC President, bringing a new leadership
vision.
- UIAF 9@ & TSR & T 7 1S3 Ireget a&ft, 73 dqed
Tiee AT TS

* Previously a seven-time Olympic medalist and IOC member since
2013.

. Ugel 9T TR &Y 3eife g faadar 3t 2013 & 3mssidt g



Social and Cultural Influence | GTHTIGT® 3 '\‘I'Iﬁ?ﬁﬂ? EC]

* Promotes gender equality and women’s leadership in global sports.
- dRg®w @dl # dFfF waEar sk #Afganst & Agea F TorEr &ar B

* Encourages young African athletes by demonstrating representation at the highest
level.

. wa@ﬁu&zﬁﬁaﬁﬂﬁam&ﬁﬁ:aﬁmwwmﬁa
farerar 2l

* Aims to prioritize athletes' mental health and physical well-being.

. Tgcllel & ARRAS AT 3R aiR® 9o afRAear g F1 891



WORLD HAPPINESS REPORT 2025: EUROPEAN COUNTRIES DOMINATE ToP 20, US DRrOPS TO LOWEST-EVER POSITION

Finns are happiest, Afghans unhappiest; Indla up 8 places but below Pak, China

KIRSTEN GRIESHABER
& KOSTYAMANENKOV
HONG KONG, MARCH 20

FINLAND IS the happiest coun-
try in the world for the eighth
year in a row, according to the
World Happiness Report 2025
published Thursday.

Other Nordic countries are
also once again at the top of the
happiness rankings in the an-
nual report published by the
Wellbeing Research Centre at
the University of Oxford. Besides
Finland, Denmark, Iceland and
Sweden remain the top four and

in the same order.

India ranked 118th, up from
the 126th position in the previ-
ous year but below countries
such as Nepal, Pakistan and
Ukraine, and the Palestinian ter-
ritory. In terms of the ‘Country
rankings for six measures of
benevolence’, it was listed much
higher at 57 for how people do-
nated’; at 10 for ‘how people vol-
unteered’; 74 for ‘helping a
stranger’,and in case of ‘wallet re-
turned by a neighbour’ (115),
‘stranger’ (86) and ‘police’ (93).

China was ranked in 68th po-
sition this year, down from 60th
last year. The State of Palestine is

ranked 108th (103 in2024) while
Ukraine is at the 111th rank (105
in2024).

Country rankings were based
on answers people give when
asked to rate their own lives. The
study was done in partnership
with the analytics firm Gallup and
the UN Sustainable Development
Solutions Network.

“Happiness isn’t just about
wealth or growth — it's about
trust, connection and knowing
people have your back,” said Jon
Clifton, the CEO of Gallup. “If we
want stronger communities and
economies, we must invest in
what truly matters: each other.”

People walk along a shopping street in Helsinki, Finland. AP

epaper.indianexpress.com Il

Researchers say that beyond
health and wealth, some factors
that influence happiness sound
deceptively simple: sharing meals
with others, having somebody to
count on for social support, and
household size. In Mexico and
Europe, for example,a household
size of four to five people predicts
the highest levels of happiness,
the study said. Believing in the
kindness of others is also much
more closely tied to happiness
than previously thought, accord-
ing to the latest findings.

As an example, the report
suggests that people who be-
lieve thatothers are willing to re-

turn their lost wallet is a strong
predictor of the overall happi-
ness of a population.

While European countries
dominate the top 20 in the rank-
ing, there were some exceptions.
Despite the war with Hamas,
Israel came in at eighth. Costa
Ricaand Mexico entered the top
10 for the first time, ranking at
sixth and 10th respectively.

Whenit comes to decreasing
happiness — or growing unhap-
piness — the United States has
dropped to its lowest-ever posi-
tion at 24, having previously
peaked at 11th placein2012.The
report states that the number of

people dining alone in the
United States has increased 53%
over the past two decades.

Afghanistan is again ranked
as the unhappiest country in the
world, with Afghan women say-
ing their lives are especially dif-
ficult. Sierra Leone in western
Affrica is the second unhappiest,
followed by Lebanon, ranking
third from the bottom.

The study also said that 19%
of young adults across the world
reported in 2023 that they have
no one they could count on for
social support. That is a 39% in-
crease compared to 2006. -AP

WITHPTIINPUTS



Finland ranked as the happiest country for the eighth

consecutive year. fherels TIMAR 3T6d ay gﬁ'ﬂT |
qad GUSTA U AT

India improved its ranking by 8 places, now at 118th
position, but still below Pakistan, China, and Nepal.

AR A 9=l I F 8 Tu=Y T gUR R, e
1189 TIYTT W, i GIfhEdrd, DT 3 AqTer
AT




Afghanistan remains the unhappiest country in the world. FRIMfATATT
gfer T 1 e gEl 2T o1 g3 g
R )

European nations dominate the top 20 happiest countries, while the US
drops to its lowest-ever position at 24.

TUIRT 2T A Y 20 GrrETer SR A Feall AN, STEfF AR
243 TR W A Faw fwrel Wher o wgE




The World Happiness Report was first published in 2012 and ranks countries based on factors like
GDP, social support, life expectancy, freedom, generosity, and corruption.

ges gl e RUIE ggell IR 2012 # yoiAa §§ At 3R Ig SIS, aenfors wada, Shaa
TeATeN, TAEEAT, 3ERAT 3 SR I FRET F YR 9X oY A T e ¥

Finland, Denmark, and Sweden have consistently ranked among the happiest nations due to their
strong social welfare systems and high standard of living.

fretels, 3aa® 3R Fisa Aerqg wATloE Feamor yonfaat 3R 3= sfad TR & FROT
IR efiY W & gU




Geopolitical & Social Factors | %mﬁﬂ? I g FRE

India's position below Pakistan and China raises questions about economic stability,
governance, and social welfare.

o IRT A fFEa 3R AT T Hiwr fr ufa nfds uwar, w3k gwfes Feamor
FaTer 3T B

The war in Ukraine and Gaza has affected happiness levels in affected regions.

o Tghet X ST FH o & q@T F A F Gt T Fr wenfda fmar B

Countries with strong social security, trust in government, and lower income inequality

rank higher.

o ASGd WHATTSF FI&T, WHR A faeard 3R F 3T /AT a3 39 TG W 3 8



Economic Impact | 3T 91T

Nations with higher GDP per capita and well-developed
infrastructure tend to be happier.

T et 1 9 cafra NP e @t ¥ ik e afrd gt
A9 g §, ¥ 30 T A §




* India's ranking suggests that economic growth alone does not determine happiness;
social factors like mental health and governance also play a role.

+ #Rg @ IFer qaret ¥ F daa afdw few & @t AuiRa a8 s,
ATAS Fareed AR arEa o aATed dRE Ht qfRer S #

* The US, despite being an economic powerhouse, has dropped in ranking due to
declining social trust and increasing loneliness.

- AR, A v TS FgfEd 8, gEee e & PRmEe 3t sedt
HHATT Y HGAT F FROT HHIT 3 A 3mar



Psychological & Societal Trends | AFIdATAS T ATATGTSR

Happiness is influenced more by social connections, trust, and a
sense of belonging than by wealth.

o Tt I G Fayl, favarw 3R s/ @ HrEem F HOF weE
Uysdr g, J & had 97 W



Mental health support and lower stress levels contribute to a

nation's happiness.

o ATA® T §AY AR FH daEd TR & aor 1 geit & eree
&d &

In India, high population density and economic disparity may be

key factors affecting happiness.

« HRA # 3T FTHEAT Uelea 3 3fdF rwarerar gait #r wenfaa F@
a Yo" FRF 8 §HA o



mmmme  Challenges | ﬂ?ﬁﬁiﬁ

Economic disparity and income inequality.

o TS IHHAAAT IR 3T M FATAATI

e LOW access to mental health services.

-Hﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁ”ﬁ'%ﬁﬁmqgﬂl

Lack of trust in institutions and governance issues.

« GEUEAT A faRarw it FA AR A F JH wHEAW|




US firm brings
weight-loss
drug to India,
2.5-mg vial to
cost 33,500

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI, MARCH 20

THE POPULAR new class of
weight-loss drugs that has re-
shaped obesity treatment — es-
pecially in the United States and
Europe — is now making its way
to India.

US-based pharmaceutical gi-
ant Eli Lilly announced the
launch of Tirzepatide, marketed
as Mounjaro, in India on
Thursday. The medication
comes in a single-dose vial and
is designed to be self-adminis-
tered as a weekly injection.

In India, it will be available on
prescription, with a 2.5 mg vial
priced atRs 3,500and a 5 mg vial
atRs4,375.Dependingonthe pre-
scribed dosage, patients would
spend at least Rs 14,000 per
month. “Mounjaro (tirzepatide)
will be available, upon obtaining
a valid prescription, in registered
pharmacies in the coming
weeks,” the company said.

Tirzepatide is part of a new
group of medicines called in-
cretin mimetics, which work by
imitating natural gut hormones.
These hormones help the body
in three ways: they boost insulin
production, reduce the release of
glucagon (which triggers glucose
productionin the liver), and slow
digestion to curb appetite.

Tirzepatide targets two key

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2



. Introduction | IR

* Eli Lilly, a US-based pharmaceutical giant, has launched Tirzepatide
(brand name Mounjaro) in India.

IARF wAIRFAT Fu«l vell foeh o fAxAueEs (3 aF
AlSGRY) # WRaG & dfea fFar B



* This is a new-generation weight-loss drug that has already gained

populan % in the US and Europe.

$ g ge Y gar §, S AN R T A
%ﬁ#é‘raﬁma’raﬁ%l

* Price | PTHA:

« 2.5 mgvial: X3,500
* 5mgvial: X4,375

* Monthly expense may go up to X14,000, depending on dosage.
mmmﬁ?wmaﬁa:mimooowam%l



Medical and Pharmaceutical Factors | AfRed IR W‘IF{I:W
ool

[N
How does it work? | 98 ¥ FIH HIAT 87

* Tirzepatide is an Incretin Mimetic drug, which mimics gut hormones
to regulate appetite and metabolism.

fateiurerss v shifed AsARE gar §, st 3may & grafT 6
maﬂﬂ?ﬂyaﬁtﬁaﬂﬁmaﬁﬁgﬁam%l



* Three major actions | dieT gAY H:
* Boosts insulin production (for better blood sugar control).
sgfoe 3cuTeer & 9eraT § (se3 PR fag=or & faw))
* Reduces glucagon release in the liver, which prevents glucose spikes.

Mat F TqFHE F 3cUleeT H bl ¢, TR TPl TIBFT FA 1 &

» Slows digestion, making one feel full for longer.

;T;IT'H'%H-TTEJ"IHTWT , 98 =gfFT F1 JUF AT TF 9T T AGHH
|



Usage & Approval | 39319 3T aaﬁa?r
« Taken as a weekly injection | Ig§ 8Fd H UF dOr @?&Iﬁ' & T H & S 2

* Approved by India’s Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation (CDSCO).
AT A 38 FE 3ufr A =0T FerseT (cpsco) & Hslr A 2

* Beneficial for both obesity and diabetes patients.

Ig Al iR sfedsr @ dif3a adet & Qv [y & § 3gaef 2



Economic and Market Impact | 33 I IR 9T

Global & Indian Obesity Market | dfRae 3R HRAT AT TR

* WHO 2022 report:
* 1in 8 people worldwide is obese.

g & T 8 A ¥ 1 AP Ay ¥ IF B

 44% of diabetes cases are linked to obesity.

4%§mﬁﬂaﬂ;ﬂmmaﬁ#a?m%l

* India has 101 million diabetes patients, with nearly 50% not receiving
proper treatment.

HRa & 101 fAfoasr safedisr #lier §, oad @ oersrer 50% &
el ST g1 A @I




Competition in Market | dTSIIR A gfaeaur

* Mounjaro competes with Novo Nordisk’s Ozempic and Wegovy.
Al 1 Heh gfaraut @Ay Aifses 3{??&@: 3#? LN
St garat & g

* Indian pharma companies entering the market:
* Cipla, Sun Pharma, Biocon, and Natco Pharma are working on affordable

eneric versions.
%w,mm,mﬁammmwma;mm
goid farfaa &1 @ &



Health Benefits | TATET ol

+ v Effective weight loss | TSI Tt H HAGE idl g ‘
v Helps in diabetes management | 3faEST faa=or & @ga+ §
v/ Reduces risk of heart disease and cancer | §¢d 1 3R FA
& AfRHA A &7 FIAT &



A\ Potential misuse for cosmetic weight loss | HIEATeH Il e
& foT Tad 3UART HY FHTGAT

A\ High cost makes it inaccessible to the general E §ulation | 3=4

AT U MTH SoTdl &y tI%TI' ¥ I
/\ Possible side effects | ?9'8113'

* Nausea, vomiting, and digestive issues | Hcdoll, 3ol IR g
HAEIIU

* Long-term effects are not fully studied | dd AT d& 39T &
goTal 9x HfAF eer v maeIwdr %



Mounjaro to be available here at 3,500 per vial

Eli Lilly brings its global bestseller
anti-obesity, diabetes drug to India

FE BUREAU
New Delhi, March 20

US PHARMA MAJOR Eli Lilly
on Thursday launched its
global bestseller anti-obesity
and diabetes drug Mounjaro
(tirzepatide) in India.

Priced at ¥14,000 fora 2.5
mg monthly dose (¥3,500 per
vial),and 17,500 (34,375 per
vial) for a 5 mg monthly dose,
the drug — to be taken weekly
— will be available here at a
fraction of the cost it is cur-
rently sold in the US ($1,000
per monthly dose).

Eli Lilly (India) had earlier
told FE thatit will priceitsdrug
competitively for the Indian
market, saying that “the pric-
ing strategy in India will reflect
the medicine’s efficacyand the
significant value it brings in

WEIGHT LOSS WAR

mEli Lilly's Mounjaro is priced at

14,000

fora2.5 mg
monthly dose

A5 mg monthly
dose will cost

217,500

reducingthe overall healthand
economicburden of type 2 dia-
betes and obesity. We antici-
pate a positive response from
the Indian market”.
Anti-obesity drugs Wegovy
and Ozempic (manufactured
by Danish drugmaker Novo
Nordisk) and Eli Lilly's Moun-

mDoctors have
started receiving

multiple prescription
requests for the drug

m To be taken
weekly, the
drug costs

$1,000

\
\
|
|
. per monthly
l dose in the US

Novo Nordisk may
launch its injectible
Wegovy in India

earlier than 2026

jaro have made waves across
the world since theirlaunch in
recent years.

Novo Nordisk had initially
announced launch of its
injectible Wegovy in India in
2026, but sources say the
launch could happen sooner.
The company launched an oral

formulation identical to
Wegovy — Rybelsus — in India
in 2022, which is a market
leader since,but the oral offer-
ing only depicts a 50% effi-
cacy compared with its
injectible counterpart.

Continued on Page 9



Rajasthan’s coaching centre Bill, why it has been criticised

HAMZAKHAN
JAIPUR. MARCH 20

FOLLOWING YEARS of demands for such leg-
islation, a Bill for regulating coaching centres
was tabled in the Rajasthan Legislative
Assembly on Thursday.

The creation of a high-pressure academic
ecosystemin cities like Kota and Jaipur, with
coaching centres and residential schools to
aid students in preparing for competitive ex-
ams, has prompted calls for regulation. For
more thanadecade now, several cases of stu-
dent suicides have been reported every year.

However, the Rajasthan Coaching Centres
(Control and Regulation) Bill, 2025, has re-
ceived some criticism for diluting certain
provisions of earlier drafts and sidestepping
some of the Union Education Ministry's
guidelines on the issue.

What does the Rajasthan Bill say?

The government said the Bill aims to
“curb the commercialisation of coaching in-
stitutes and ensure that they operate within
aframework prioritising the well-being and
success of students”.

It seeks to mandate minimum quality
standards, the registration of coaching cen-
tres, and psychological counselling for stu-
dents. The Centre’s January 2024 guidelines
for the regulation of coaching centres pro-
posed a penalty of Rs 25,000 for the first vi-
olation of provisions and Rs 1 lakh for a sec-
ond violation, followed by cancellation of
registration for subsequent violation(s).

The tabled version sets the first fine at Rs
2 lakh and Rs 5 lakh for the second offence,
followed by cancellation of the centre’s reg-
istration. This is one aspect where the Bill's
provisions are more stringent compared to
the drafts or guidelines.

And what are the differences?

In line with guidelines, an earlier draft
specified that only students who are 16 years
of age or have completed secondary school
examinations can be enrolled in coaching
centres. However, the tabled version has no
mention of the age criteria.

Coaching centres could stand to benefit
in the absence of such a provi-
sion, especially those in Kota.
Having become a hub for engi-
neering and medical college as-

LAW

from the centres and their families found out
much later. Anearlier version of the Bill man-
dated biometric attendance through face
recognition technology. If a student was ab-
sent for more than two days without prior
intimation, the centres were “to inform the
parents”, it said. The Bill has no such provi-
sion for attendance.

B A draft also stated that
coaching centres “shall abide
by the orders issued by the
state government regarding

pirants, the city has witnessed
a decline in student enrollments more re-
cently. The Centre’s guidelines, in addition to
bad press over student suicides and the
emergence of new hubs in other parts of the
country, are seen as the likely factors.

Here are some of the other key points of
difference:

M In some cases, students went missing

national holidays, local holi-
days as declared by the District Collector and
festivals”, While the tabled version states that
centres should try to customise leaves to co-
incide with festivals, it omits mention of na-
tional and local holidays.

M The guidelines had pushed for greater
inclusivity and accessibility, stating that the
coaching centres “shall not discriminate

against any applicant/ student on the basis
of religion, race, caste, sex, place of birth, de-
scent etc. during the admission and teach-
ing process”.

M Centres may also make special provi-
sions to encourage greater representation of
students from vulnerable communities, in-
cluding female students and differently
abled students. The centre’s building and sur-
rounding premises should comply with the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016.
Both these points were included in the draft,
but have been omitted in the Bill.

What happens next?

Certain parents’ associations have flagged
the need for specifying punishment for cen-
tres in case of student suicides and de-
manded measures to curb the arbitrary fees
they charge.

Criticising the Bill, parents’ organisation

Sanyukta Abhibhavak Sangh alleged that the
Bill has been drafted “in guidance of the
coaching centres”. Its spokesperson
Abhishek Jain Bittu said that the Bill should
have a provision for a committee to deter-
mine the fees charged by coaching centres.

The Bill is expected to come up for de-
bate and passage on Friday. Leader of
Opposition Tika Ram Jully from the
Congress said that the earlier draft had
mentioned the 16-year minimum age cri-
teria “but now the government is again
planning to burden the students”.

“It seems as if the state government has
connived with the coaching centres to again
relax the age criteria,” he said, pointing to dif-
ferences between the guidelines and the Bill.
“It seems the government doesn’t want to
bring a strong Bill. We will oppose this and
give our suggestions and would hope that
they are included,” he said.




Overview of the Rajasthan Coaching Centre Bill | IToTEdTeT
P FeX e FT 3daidd

Objective: The Bill aims to regulate coaching centres to prevent
their commercialization and ensure the well-being of students.

e 3aRYT: 3 Tl T 36T HIKIT HeX & STTHRNENUT Y UehedT 3
OEl HT e AT HET




It mandates registration, minimum quality standards, and

psychological counselling for students.

o I YSNHIOT, FIAA IVTadl AF AR SEl & v daadanfas g
N AT FIar B

The government has set penalties for non-compliance, ranging

from fines to cancellation of registration.

s THR A -3t F fav g3 AuiRa fFe &, G s @ aa
TSI GG FA dh H TG gl



Key Differences from Earlier Drafts | 9gel & AGlEY @ qq@
AR

Earlier drafts mandated that only students aged 16 or above
could enroll, but the final Bill removed this restriction.

e Ugol & HIGEY & 16 a¥ IT 38 ’AWF 37 & SET & vdT A FAaRar
ft, fere A [JAO9Ts & ag g™ 4|



The provision for biometric attendance (face recognition) has also been removed.

sARRE Iufeufa (ba R&fTaere) v sfaariar st ger & 1 &

Previous versions mentioned compliance with the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016,

which has been omitted in the final Bill. 9gel & TERHT H fecger gfFaal & IR
sfafagd, 2016 &1 3ea@ o1, R 3w RAdww ¥ ger &ar =m Bl




* The requirement for coaching
centres to follow government
orders on holidays was relaxed in
the final version.

o« BT AT F AIERY TH1AT
&I 9TeleT Hld & HTCA T AfaHA
TEHI0T & ¥ Far = B




3. Criticism of the Bill | fJ&er &T Ter==T

» Political Criticism | JSTelTade T TAT:

* Social & Educational Concerns | iAo AR AT /™am:
e Economic Impact | 3T gHa:



What Happens Next? | 31T &T g191?

* The Bill is set for debate and possible amendments before being
passed in the Rajasthan Assembly.

- ¥9s W oy Queasr # 989 e 3t s waue @
ghdT 2l

* Opposition plans to push for stricter student welfare provisions.

- [A9sT B FAOT & AT F YT HY ART HIM|

* Coaching centres are expected to lobby against stricter regulations.

- FIRT AT F3 [AIAT F Faw 39T WA 61 Tha ¢



Segment

Overall Coaching Industry

K-12 Coaching

Test Preparation
(Competitive)

Online Coaching (EdTech)

NEET + JEE Coaching

UPSC/State PSC

Coaching

SSC/Bank/RRB/Other
Govt. Exams

CA/CS/CAT/GRE[/GMAT
Coaching

Market Size
(INR)

358,088
crore (2023)

322,000
crore

323,000
crore

213,000
crore

210,000
crore+

¥3,000-
4,000 crore

33,000
crore+

Z1,000-
1,500 crore

Market
Size (USD)

~$7 billion

~$2.8
billion

~$1.6
billion

~$1.2
billion+

~$400-
500 million

~$360
million+

~$120-180

million

CAGR
(Approx.)

~15-17%

~12-14%

~14-16%

~25-30%

~15-18%

~10-12%

~8-10%

Details

Includes all offline + online
coaching and test prep

services

Covers classes 1-12 tuition,
mainly for school-level board

exams

Covers UPSC, SSC, Bank,
NEET, JEE, etc.

Rapidly growing; includes
platforms like BYJU'S,
Unacademy, Vedantu

Dominated by Kota,
Hyderabad, and online giants

Includes Delhi, Jaipur, and

regional hubs

Mainly Tier 2-3 cities and
online platforms

Urban-focused; includes MBA

and finance test prep




State of Global Climate
Report 2024



* According to the State of Global Climate report 2024 of the World
Meteorological Organization (WMO), global warming is nearing the
1.5°C Paris Agreement threshold.



What are the Key Findings of the Global Climate Report?

» Current Warming Levels: Global warming stands at 1.34-1.41°C above pre-
industrial levels, with 19 of the last 20 months surpassing the 1.5°C threshold.

» The world could surpass the 1.5°C threshold by September 2029.




« Extreme Weather Events: In 2024, record displacements from
cyclones, floods, and droughts worsened food crises,
while heat waves hit East Asia, Southeast Europe, the
Mediterranean, West Asia, and the southwestern US.

 Carbon Dioxide Levels: In 2023, atmospheric
CO: reached 151% of pre-industrial levels, the highest
in 800,000 years.



. Cryosphere Decline:

 Arctic sea ice hit record lows for 18 consecutive years, while Antarctic
sea ice saw its 2nd-lowest extent in 2024.

* Irreversible Impacts: Ocean Warming: 2024 saw the highest ocean
heat-content in 65 years, with warming rates doubling since 1960.



Sea Level Rise: Global mean sea level reached a record high,
with rates doubling from 2.1 mm/year (1993-2002) to 4.7
mm/year (2015-2024).

Glacier Melt: The period 2022—-2024 recorded the most
negative glacier mass balance, with significant losses
in Norway, Sweden, Svalbard, and the tropical Andes.

Ocean Acidification: pH levels are declining rapidly,
particularly in the Indian Ocean, Southern Ocean, and
equatorial Pacific, with irreversible effects over centuries.




Rangpanchami




* Rangpanchami is held five days after Holi, it marks the festive
conclusion of the celebrations.

About

* The name “Rang Panchami” is derived from “Rang,” meaning colour,
and “Panchami,” referring to the fifth day.

* Its celebration is observed primarily in Maharashtra, Gujarat,
Madhya Pradesh, and parts of Rajasthan.

* It marks the arrival of the spring season and people celebrate by
throwing and applying colored powders (gulal) on each other.
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* The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) and
the Semiconductor Laboratory (SCL) in Chandigarh
have jointly developed two cutting-edge 32-bit microprocessors,
Vikram 3201 and Kalpana 3201.

ot e e



About

* They are optimised for efficiency and performance, specifically
designed for space applications.

e Vikram 3201 is India’s first fully indigenous 32-bit
microprocessor qualified for use in the harsh conditions of launch
vehicles and.it can process 32 bits of data at a time.

* |t supports floating-point computations and offers high-level language
compatibility.

e Kalpana 3201 is also a 32-bit SPARC V8 RISC microprocessor based on
the IEEE 1754 Instruction Set Architecture.



Word of the day

Presage:

a foreboding about what is about to happen; a
sign of something about to happen; indicate, as
with a sign or an omen

SYNONYMS: omen, bode, forecast,
foreshadow, foretell, portend, predict, prefigure

Usa £@e: She had a strong presage that he
would get into an accident if he left the house.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/presagepro

International Phonetic
Al P habet: [piesidz/, /pirserds/




from the session



. Under which section should blocking orders be issued, according to X
Corp’s legal challenge?

X Y T Flefell AAldl F AR, SRl T FT URT &F ded
ST fFT ST Gieu?

* A. Section 66A
B. Section 69A
C. Section 79(3)(b)
D. Section 72



What is India’s objection to Section 79(3)(b) being used for blocking
content?

HRT A AFAA 79(3)(b) F ded e sdifehdl U AT TR &7

* A. It violates copyright laws
B. It is not constitutionally valid for blocking content

C. It involves national security
D. It promotes misinformation



Who is the new IOC President succeeding Thomas Bach?
qHT ST & 916 ¢ ATSINHT HeTeT T aoF 87

e A. Simone Biles
B. Usain Bolt
C. Kirsty Coventry
D. PV Sindhu



What is the global obesity statistic mentioned in the WHO 2022 report?
WHO 2022 Rai¢ & 3r[aR 3Ras Alerd § waftra smwst a1 872

*A.1in 10 people
B.1in 12 people
C.1in 8 people
D.1in 5 people



What is Tirzepatide (Mounjaro) primarily used for?
fataiurerss (FHIGRY) &1 yq@ 39T fFw faw giar 87

* A. Blood pressure control
B. Skin treatment
C. Weight loss and diabetes management
D. Cancer prevention



What is the mechanism of action for Tirzepatide?

fatsiurerss 9 s #yar €7

* A. Increases thyroid hormone
B. Mimics gut hormones to regulate appetite
C. Stimulates brain activity
D. Enhances calcium absorption



Which Indian pharmaceutical companies are working on generic
versions of Tirzepatide?

m#mwwmmmwm
HUfAT T o §2

* A. Zydus and Dr. Reddy's
B. Cipla, Sun Pharma, Biocon, Natco
C. Lupin and Torrent
D. Glenmark and Aurobindo



What does the Global Climate Report 2024 predict about the 1.5°C
threshold?

Tollgd FoargAc RUIE 2024 F AR 1.5°CHAT & IR F FT
fasgqruiy & a1 8?2

* A. Will never be breached
B. Already permanently surpassed
C. Likely to be breached by September 2029
D. Breached only in Arctic region



What is Rangpanchami associated with?
Lo fRad gefaa 8§72
* A. Festival of harvest

B. End of Holi celebrations

C. Worship of Sun God
D. South Indian festival



What are Vikram 3201 and Kalpana 3201 developed by ISRO?
AU garT RAsfAa fawaA 3201 30t wegar 3201 Fa1 §72

* A. Satellite systems
B. Microprocessors for space missions
C. Navigation systems
D. Communication antennas
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FFAIR GK/GS
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@UPDATED CURRENT AFFAIRS By Bhunesh Sir
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Thank you
guys.
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