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Term Meaning

H-1B Visa
A U.S. non-immigrant visa that allows companies to 
employ foreign workers in specialty occupations, 
typically in IT, engineering, and research.

F-1 Visa
Student visa issued to international students pursuing 
academic or language programmes in the U.S.

Change of Status
A process allowing a person already in the U.S. on one 
visa type (e.g., F-1) to switch to another (e.g., H-1B) 
without leaving the country.







Year Pre-Deepavali Deepavali Day Post-Deepavali

2021 163 325 455

2022 129 169 168

2023 146 320 320

2024 204 223 221

2025 157 234 488



Delhi’s air pollution results from 
three factors:

• Fireworks (episodic emission)

• Stubble burning (seasonal)

• Weather inversion + urban 
emissions (vehicular, 
industrial)

Together, these create a toxic 
smog episode every winter

across the NCR and Indo-
Gangetic region.



Term Explanation

AQI (Air Quality Index)
Composite measure of pollutants (PM 2.5, 
PM 10, NO₂, SO₂, O₃, CO); 0–500 scale.

PM 2.5
Fine particulate matter ≤ 2.5 µm; causes 
respiratory and cardiovascular disease.

Temperature Inversion
Condition where cool air is trapped below 
warm air, preventing pollutant dispersion.

Green Crackers
Firecrackers developed by CSIR (NERI), 
claiming 30% less emissions and no barium 
salts.

















U.S. and Australia signed a $3 billion critical minerals 
agreement aimed at reducing dependence on China’s 
rare earth supply chain.

Despite the move, experts say China’s dominance in rare 
earths — particularly in refining and magnet production 
— will remain unchallenged in the near future.



Aspect Details

Signed by U.S. President Donald Trump & Australian leadership

Total Investment $3 billion (mining, processing, price floor support)

Goal
Diversify global rare earth supply chains away from 
China

Future Value Claimed by U.S. Unlock deposits worth $53 billion in Australia

Timeline Challenge
Experts doubt Trump’s 1-year timeline; most say 5–7 
years required for meaningful impact

Participating Firms
Lynas Rare Earths, Arafura Rare Earths (Western 
Australia)

U.S. EXIM Bank Support
Issued 7 Letters of Interest (LOIs) worth $2.2 billion to 
Australian miners







For the U.S. For China For Australia

Diversifies supply, 

boosts strategic 

autonomy

Retains refining 

dominance

Gains massive 

investment & 

export potential

Strengthens 

defence & tech 

manufacturing

Faces Western 

competition in 

long term

May become key 

alternative rare 

earth hub











• ✅ Record sales → ₹6.05 lakh crore (25% YoY growth).
✅ Swadeshi effect: 87% chose Indian products.
✅ Offline retail revival: 85% of trade from small markets.
✅ Rural India rising: 28% of total trade share.
✅ FMCG leads with 12% contribution — showing essentials and daily-use items drove 
growth.





Thank you ☺


