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“The world changes for those who 
decide they’re done waiting for 
miracles and start becoming one.”























Topic Details (Exam-Ready Points)

News
Supreme Court struck down key provisions of the Tribunal Reforms Act, 2021; 
directed Govt. to set up a National Tribunal Commission within 4 months.

Reason for Striking Down
Provisions violated constitutional requirements of: • Independence • Impartiality • 
Effective adjudication • Institutional autonomy

Key SC Observation (CJ B.R. Gavai)
“When Parliament designs or alters the tribunal system, it must do so in a manner 
consistent with independence, impartiality, and effective adjudication.”

Problematic Aspects of 2021 Act
• Executive dominance in appointments • Control over tenure and salaries • 
Curtailment of tribunal independence • Undermining institutional structure • Re-
enactment of previously struck-down Ordinance

Court’s Reasoning
• Law undermines autonomy → violates constitutional scheme • Reintroduced 
provisions from 2021 Ordinance that SC earlier struck down • Parliament cannot 
ignore Supreme Court judgements

National Tribunal Commission 
(NTC)

• Directed to be set up within 4 months • Purpose: structural safeguard for 
independence, transparency & uniformity in tribunal functioning



Background
• SC had struck down the Tribunal Reforms Ordinance 2021 in July 2021 • 
2021 Act was passed only days later → “repackaged version”

Petitions Filed By
• Madras Bar Association • Congress leader Jairam Ramesh • Various Bar 
associations, tribunal experts

Govt’s Argument
• Parliament has “discretion to ignore SC decisions” while legislating (SC 
rejected this)

SC’s Counter
• Judicial review is a basic feature of Constitution • Parliament & Centre 
attempted to override SC judgement

Impact on Tribunal System
• Restores judicial independence in tribunal appointments • Prevents 
excessive executive control • Boosts institutional credibility

Related Constitutional Articles (UPSC 
High-Yield)

• Art. 50 – separation of judiciary & executive • Art. 323A/323B – tribunals • 
Basic structure doctrine – Independence of judiciary



• Consider the following statements regarding the Supreme Court judgement on the Tribunal 
Reforms Act, 2021:

• The Supreme Court held that Parliament can re-enact provisions that were previously struck 
down by the Court as long as they are passed through the normal legislative process.

• The Court directed the Union Government to set up a National Tribunal Commission to ensure 
independence and transparency in the tribunal system.

• Judicial review was reaffirmed as a part of the basic structure of the Constitution in this 
judgement.

• Which of the statements is/are correct?

• A. 2 and 3 only
B. 1 and 2 only
C. 1 and 3 only
D. 1, 2 and 3











• Consider the following statements about government formation in Indian states:

• The Chief Minister is appointed by the Governor under Article 164 of the 
Constitution.

• The Chief Minister must be a member of the Legislative Assembly at the time of 
appointment.

• The Council of Ministers is collectively responsible to the State Legislative Council.

• Which of the above statements is/are correct?















India imports ~18–25% crude from 
Saudi Arabia.

Balances ties between:

Saudi Arabia

UAE

Israel

Iran

United States



• Consider the following statements regarding 
“Major Non-NATO Ally” (MNNA) status:

• Countries designated as MNNA are 
automatically covered under NATO’s collective 
defence clause (Article 5).

• MNNA countries receive priority access to U.S. 
military equipment and enhanced defence
cooperation.

• Saudi Arabia was recently designated as a 
major non-NATO ally by the U.S.

• Which of the statements is/are correct?

• A. 1 and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1 and 3 only
D. 1, 2 and 3











Country Population (in Lakh) Remark

Curaçao 1.6 Smallest ever to qualify (2026 WC)

Cabo Verde 5.3 Small island nation

Qatar 31.2 Hosted 2022 World Cup

Uruguay 33.8 Two-time world champions

Croatia 38.5 2018 WC runners-up

Panama 45.7 Qualified in 2018

New Zealand 52.5 Regular OFC qualifier



• Consider the following statements regarding Curaçao’s qualification for the 2026 
FIFA World Cup:

• Curaçao has become the smallest nation by population to ever qualify for the FIFA 
World Cup.

• It broke the previous record held by Iceland which qualified for Russia 2018.

• Curaçao is an independent republic located in the Caribbean Sea.

• Players representing Curaçao primarily come from the Netherlands.

• Which of the statements are correct?

• (a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 1, 2 and 4 only
(c) 2, 3 and 4 only
(d) 1, 3 and 4 only





Hanoi Convention



• 72 nations have signed a landmark United Nations Convention against Cybercrime 
treaty in Hanoi aimed at tackling cybercrime.

• About

• Aim: It proposes a legislative framework to boost international cooperation among law 
enforcement agencies and offer technical assistance to countries that lack adequate 
infrastructure for combating cybercrime.

• First Universal Convention: The Convention establishes the first universal framework for 
investigating and prosecuting offences against Cybercrime.



• Legally Binding: The UN Cybercrime Convention is a powerful, legally binding instrument.

• Adoption: It was adopted by the General Assembly in 2024 after five years of negotiation.

• The signing process is expected to remain open till next year.

• Key Provisions: It criminalises the following types of crimes:

• Cyber-dependent crimes: Unauthorized access (hacking), data interference.

• Cyber-enabled crimes: Online fraud, non-consensual dissemination of intimate images.

• Child exploitation: Online sexual abuse, distribution of abuse material, 
solicitation/grooming.

• It facilitates the sharing of electronic evidence across borders and establishes a 24/7 
cooperation network among States.

• It also makes history as the first international treaty to recognise the non-consensual 
dissemination of intimate images as an offence – a significant victory for victims of online 
abuse.



• Enforcement: It will enter into force 90 days after the 40th State deposits its 
ratification.

• Conference of the States Parties: After entry into force, a Conference of the 
States Parties will convene periodically to improve the capacity of and cooperation 
between States Parties.

• Secretariat: The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime serves as the 
secretariat to the Ad Hoc Committee and to the future Conference of the States 
Parties.

•



India’s First Commercial 
PSLV to Launch Oceansat 

Next Year







HDFC Bank Tops India’s Brand Value 
Rankings 2025 



Category Important Points (UPSC-ready)

Report Name Kantar BrandZ India – Top 100 Most Valuable Brands 2025

Top Brand (2025) HDFC Bank – India’s most valuable brand

HDFC Bank Brand Value (2025) $45.5 billion (approx.)

Second Rank Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) – ~$44.2 billion

Next Major Brands Airtel, Infosys, ICICI Bank

Combined Brand Value (Top 100) $523 billion

Reason for Rise
Strong banking + technology performance, global expansion, innovation, digital 
services

Sector Trend Banking & Technology dominate Indian brand value rankings

Why HDFC Bank Leads
Digital banking strength, strong customer base, rural penetration, stable 
financials, trust factor

Historical Fact
HDFC Bank has topped BrandZ India rankings multiple times over the last decade 
in financial sector leadership



About BrandZ
Global brand valuation platform by Kantar; used by corporates & 
investors

Economic Significance
Demonstrates India’s growing global corporate presence & branding 
capacity

Global Comparison
India’s brand value growth > global average; consistent with India’s rise 
as world’s 5th largest economy

UPSC Angle
Shows India’s services-led growth, fintech leadership, and strong BFSI 
sector fundamentals

Additional Fact
Post HDFC–HDFC Bank merger (2023), the bank became world’s 4th 
largest bank by market cap

Tech Adoption Link
HDFC: early adopter of AI-enabled banking, UPI partnership, digital 
credit, strong retail portfolio

Broader CA Link India’s digital economy projected to reach $1 trillion by 2030



Tesla’s First Major India Hub 
in Gurugram



Category Important Points

News Tesla is launching its first full-fledged India hub in Gurugram (Haryana).

Launch Timeline Expected this month (2025).

Purpose of the Hub To boost sales, visibility, after-sales service, and premium EV market presence.

Significance Marks Tesla’s major strategic entry into the Indian market.

India as Global Market India recently became Tesla’s 50th global market.

Models Introduced Two fully imported Model Y variants launched initially.

Import Duty Issue India levies ~70% import duty on fully imported EVs → makes Tesla expensive.

Early Consumer Response Over 100 units sold in just two months → strong premium EV demand.

EV Market Context India’s EV market growing at 40–45% CAGR; govt targets 30% EV penetration by 2030.



Why Gurugram? High premium car demand, proximity to Delhi-NCR, strong infrastructure.

Tesla India Strategy
Start with imports → build ecosystem → possible local assembly → long-term 
manufacturing.

Policy Link
India exploring EV policy offering reduced duties if Tesla sets up local 
manufacturing.

Economic Impact Boost to EV supply chains, possible job creation, tech transfer opportunities.

Global Background
Elon Musk earlier confirmed interest in India, plans for Gigafactory if conditions 
favourable.

Competition in India Strong rivals: Tata EVs, MG, Hyundai, BYD, and upcoming Mahindra Born Electric.

State Govt Angle Haryana aims to become an EV hub; offers incentives under Haryana EV Policy.
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