Daily Current Affairs

N
momee ¥

op P* 5 g ; HC whip on

o o wde @ 3o e £ 3 )

T et ‘wemitea

bock s A S ooty o na fem bl A s B o ol a4 s ens
oru S, o e 3oifeck Faat o wis dores e o ey o g R e 00 oftowf 25

et = :
Lawlessness, disord
as protesters run ri

"
80 W TN 33 ot YN Pt e e N ey e
0 A 004 016 e e W S 7 e g & e e

eIndianEXPRESS

JOURINALIS M OF COURAGE

AL L SN YD R

€52 new
g sopudatoe Dupter now ey Mod

Donald Trump calls Mc
friend’ lavishes praise or

-

(8 ]

®
i
W

S .

i

i
|
i

H‘jﬁ;i
ad
i

i

it}

-
-

SE e trail NiA
Juckyseanches in TN

THE

SThelndianEXPRESS FINANCIAL
EXPRESS




4

The Hindu y

1
PIB, PRS & Other

LI ' newspaper

o

The Indian
Express

@, .
U Jansatta

2

Financial
Express



Download class24

v

PDF 10 MCQ QUIZ



N ‘The world changes for those who | "
‘|decide they’re done waiting for [ =8
miracles and start becoming one.” =

\"




IBPS CLERK MAINS
Master Series 2025

1. Ace your exam with 11 Full-Length Mock Tests based on the —— ,

latest IBPS Clerk Mains pattern.
2. Get bilingual tests (English & Hindi) with detailed | *
explanations and real exam interface. - W
3. Covers Quant, Reasoning, English, and General/Financial
Awareness.
4. Analyze your performance with reports & expert insights.

@ Class24

. R

ENROLL NOW AND GET EXAM-READY
WITH THE MASTER SERIES 2025!




PREPARE FOR

with 22 full-length mock tests — 11 Prelims & 11 Mains.

® Based on the latest exam pattern with

detailed solutions and analysis. . : EJ Q’
S

® Covers Reasoning, Quant, GA, . ““"q ‘ r?
Computer, and English/Hindi sections ; -~

@® Experience real exam simulation.

® Designed by banking experts to = . N
boost speed and accuracy. '

Crack IBPS RRB PO 2025 with confidence

~ @ Class24




CLASS24 Study Abroad

Are You Dreaming Of Studying K
At The World's Top Universities?

Bhavik - Vinita '" B :- : Pradhuman (88 S I' Aarush

The University of The University of Queen Mary University The Pennsylvania

Melbourne Manchester, of London State University
150% scholarship

www.class24abroad.com @ CodtactUs -766530093




THURNBAY
Naveiwiner s, N
ANERRAA AL
VOO

(L.

T W —— T

WOR LEABEN'S MUROER

Anmol Bishnol held,
sent to NIA custody

NEWE % PAGE 4

execu

tion

e

www, thehindu com
.

7]

NOTE U

—

—
O

‘Uniform rules necded
for organ transplant”
HEWA » PAGR

l"ddcn cost

of polluted

groundwater -

India needs a real-time
g Systers

monitor

BRI . AR

b ey T
INDTAR EMALLENGE KHD &
Wel stuns second seed
Acjun in quarterfinals
APORY & PAGE A

-

‘Tallban Minkster
begins India visio
to boos rel

W

X
i conbvnued hoatiitien with
BN, (M It of

v.,gm rn- e Rf wh
Canis vy ® PG

CIT Hntn STR subts
by Kerala gove.,
1UML on Velday

W BRI

AT e o 1 W e

L e T T
Nty 13t on Faay sapar

W by e Kurala
h

Arwsans Wusslion Laguin (IIWL)
ot thebar il OF Ve Seses bl
It Hovesrin Of wlwctor s
OIIN I Eve Niake. o A &

Robbers posing
as taxmen steal
T7 o from van

" e
allogestly ihmrcoptod &
VA sy Gl f ATME I
Mo, s oicaed wal
CAN AL AL Ovnr tF
CIOTH, T w10 s Mol
Cah frmm & rvate bank in 40
P W an AUV Blocbet

India’s Russian oil cuts predate U.S. tariffs: data

he 255 acdditonal san(T by the LS, came oo ¢l
Wit 20040 0 Conumerce Mindetry offietal st Troemp ity wero lmposed at the s

HEW DRI

s winalyshs o aitilel dati

Thin has bwen continmed

iy goverImant officeals.

AN wnvalysin by The Hin
i

ey
Ahe ess Pl sty
b wWhikds i LUK
BON Larifte on fodkan
ports were apphicabile
W N W L T
value
Vavews OF volunmw (hi
S vwmlw' 2024

e, "\M it shorw

hat Illn M“ b
oy athes o
Mot ber Gl danine, bl

Wil Waen inpisnd ae s
“penalty” (o Imporing
Wasasban ok,

ey M
The  Musslan
255 addlitians
UK

ottt
Y by the

Wonthe W 1 September
ll)l‘ unm‘ pared with the

e g perbodd of
ﬂw! « v
»

2034
=

-
- tih nvnh«l 0%
T LT TR T O
& Whike teow 1 ke dgpos:
donce on Russian ol m
Pocts had grown too i
el 4o 1t was alreidy
g on a plan te redoee
s un 1 the Un:
neren

sy I.l
abis 0 $1 CODAIIN OF AN
Dysnily, v e senaltvi:

MOttt
e aificlal wald. * Yas, thay
are & factor 10 b kypt in

Bt (hey e not
.nwm; mmnn polichn

nrifts
L
[

pnkendly Mg
4 Wil Do curting i
OF Maaesban ol s

g e
ment

Deinet e cdandn
raroly, fOrmal e

mlkl hnwovll ke and
i UM, Byt af
r

o brier histuy, with
" o bk

it ranche one of
1 Trade A

Noversl . idian Mike

T

Voo Al
uoyul, and Finance Mo

e Nirmala Sitharwman,
fave assertod that lodia
will make itr energy Import

e v per b s
and not

e
Thae vedduetion of Kk

ol Jual b atmalige
TN, DM b i T of
1 b b ToaBw fetal i
THMrorea.

usulan
Ton Wb
wl ol lmrm" n
\

ol secounted
of Idan v

Suptem
B

R AT i
That this b pare of a longee

T
aanlne WA 1t
oll Inpotes gra from 10%
2 1 2001 20,

h«'m- -\m.lll umruu w
1% .
0L, aned AR W
2024 0

Tha el s e af
202520 had,  however,

anapped thin four-year in:

waling trend,
a'n shard fulliy
" the
period

o VT
Apei Rege e

[T
Ak 10 Ukeaine, the
i v 16 by

LONAUIST T WITE OV anes Ho: i reduction in eoersey. impocts from Russka 10, the poevious months comparnesd
e throw aned they were o Bctoe to comssder, bat they are oot deivingg Indian policies

W LK wid B, il
e lacoinm 16 provided
L e L N T "
cant aRHY i s ol W
POCT Bkt fOr 0 (0w yours
anter thie Witk started, with
an increasing dapandance
o

Munskan nl)

20012, e LK
countud for 2% of 1ndin's
ol mports wid the UAR i
vonttd for £2.4%, 1

i

o the ahares of lh-
Aml the UAE hisd fisllvn
wid s

L 4
pectively.
11 41 ew) i o i ol
526, the L6, share hax

Relief measures

ol cluime

Mt geenton being

W
 frow el

i
"

Al

11w ST

1 LTI

B A N A S )

SC strikes down provisions of Tribunal
Reforms Act, tells govt to set up panel

W A

The Bupewie Goaiet i

Westiwaday Atk dow
aviNons of e Triunal
DI Act of 2021, 1t law

coatinid 10 altor the (1A

il mywtwm wrd give the Un-
" er i

o
fixliigg Vi anbi o of oh,
PUONs And u..mhm

u
wigra D ihars ths (b

wystem, in mus do so in
mAnner

conmatent  with
mitutional rea
W b
iy, aind -n—mw

ity ey, or

Wb st ional e

tonomy, doen not merely
-

Q' L
4ll(‘|nl|u|ml-un

s itk L coit o

= sty Mo
tonal Fribunal Commis
P e e e (R TR
st thie comumbaion wan
sorely needed ax an

Buard” v wnwire indepe
i s

AN COnsisem Wil

s OF 0 e
Aot ank

1 OF INDIA I

At (e
AT TN S s b
(e conmtittional
Jenee mpartalies il

M BAvAL

WOy b e aton

, ap it pr
dure. and sdminisceation
of (l(lmnllm

hiof useicn twemed

e b @ "t kgt
v ol the Teanal
Wl

Al (0

Ordinance.
wnactind Jut days aftor the
ordinnnce Wi
by the Supreme
Cahant b w July 2091 )

\ i
ke, wiud Biiktialy (vana
forywnd I porcvisd
alightly altwewd 1
2

b
e e

0L ALt

el st Giaval dix-
mhsaed the Argumant. of
tha Unilon gover
preswiibed by
Ganeral . Venbkaor,
At et b
s the deut-
wione Of U SUpe
COUET, NOting it Judicial
wiew of La W buale
fonrure of the Constinmion,
h-t -umm by brinygng thi
arlament und

e et wise tuanad
on ' batch of petitone

Asociation
ongrem Trader i
S Marriesdy They st
hat e Act wan a Wy roviv.
-l 021 sredinag

Tech Shanks
mong seven
Maolsts shot
dead in AP,

VIAYAWADA

Seven  Ataokts  of  the

banaed CPL(Maolst) were

whot desd duri
o

ok Wimdinmdiy.

he 1o

Wi of the dlmriet,

Joga Waa, nnu-
of

FULL REPONT ON
" PAGE 4

Nitish Kumar to take oath

B

as Bihar's Chief Minister
for record 10th time today

PATIWA

Sanah oal (A

donal Do
(NDIA)  Lagislatire  Barey
whaadd of tha formation of
[ rcsianant undat his

i Wihat o0

o MIAA Iu-ll
bbb
SHashkat Clundhary wid
Viay Kumar Sinhi wats
s it loador anad oty

[ g

rIy'y Stin husdogua
sl Eray
w Eowatho il
Teunml Musiry:
Brnt agriied e v
obmarvar for tw ohoction of
the B P

i DlAr's Daputy Chiur N

WATOA, Ad 0 U gevions

v et

it mweting of

m-'mmmm e il
hnen, My,

e Awsarnhl

Lok Janatiakil
Wam Vilas) chiaf
Parwan,  Rasitrivn | Lol
My UMD cluied Uy
dra -u-hw-hu ant 1mdun
" (v

Arwtn 1ol [\

mpsarin whwl i A |

lar) or i e
AT aricl Tk iy vl
Mot Koy Kipviar S

VAR, W vt
Chotthary  pro

Whiavan, whete ik
Jodt hia Faslgnation e hoid
of the outgolng govern.
AL 10 U AV M-
Pt Khin urwd stabiest

v rosentiog
Gy

o
Vot mqn oo P44 Toalg
AWION W requwatod Wm
0 CORTHMRD a6 Wt Chel
Minbarer untl the nww -
AT A W b,

e oatheeaking  oeee
0

Lh
e i sl oth
r duygmisaréew. Dhalpurd ac
B sliger i W

no) Tewird, along with folk
1" MLA Malihil

oot Fu o a1 1o v T
stagen have iy woi

e
1oty o0 tahe (i alli e
Mic Clamifluncy wind My
HbvIA ok e prost of Depe
ty l.hlol MiniAtors.

b MLAS Mangal fan.
duy‘ N-—nu Kumar. Singh
allin b, N

e Trewt, N

b Mishi

Ll il
Toasttua, S0 WAL liely
R A P e P Y

sStoggh, Eama Khan, Wi
nush Gude, Sunid Kinma
Artel Mk R

Folenial
vandtislaben o ¢
V) e Bl T
14 iersaact catwn,
Jay Vaaw. v LM,
7, Kuiabwaha™ wile, Stvah:
Tnta, iy ot o Mintseerial
Tty il ME, Aan




India’s Russian oil cuts predate U.S. tariffs: data

The 25% additional tariff by the US. came into effect on August 27 while government figures show a reduction in energy imports from Russia in the previous months compared
with 2024; a Commerce Ministry official said Trump tariffs were imposed at the same time and they were a factor to consider, but they are not driving Indian policies

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan

NEW DELHI

a larger strategy to re-
duce its dependence

on oil imports from Russia,
with the higher tariffs im-
posed by the U.S. coming
at a time when India was
already cutting its Russian
oil imports, according to
an analysis of official data.
This has been confirmed
by government officials.

An analysis by The Hin-
du of government trade da-
ta shows India’s oil imports
from Russia in September
2025 — the first full month
during which the U.S’s
50% tariffs on Indian im-
ports were applicable —
were 29% lower in terms of
value and 17% lower in
terms of volume than in
September 2024.

However, the data show
that this is part of a larger
strategy rather than a reac-
tion to the tariffs, half of

l ndia is implementing

which were imposed as a
“penalty” for importing
Russian oil.

Bigger strategy

The Russian oil-related
25% additional tariff by the
US. on Indian imports
came into effect on August
27. However, data show
that India had cut the value
of Russian oil imports in
eight of the previous 10
months up to September
2025, compared with the
corresponding period of
2024. In five of these
months — February, May,
June, July, and September
— the cuts exceeded 20%
each. “India has known for
a while now that its depen-
dence on Russian oil im-
ports had grown too high
and so it was already work-
ing on a plan to reduce
this,” an official in the Un-
ion Ministry of Commerce
and Industry told The Hin-
du on the condition of ano-
nymity, given the sensitivi-
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India has cut the value of Russian oil
imports in eight out of the previous
10 months up to September 2025

The chart shows year-on-year change in the value of oil imported
by India from Russia (in %)
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ty of the issue. mething the Indian govern-  ters, including External Af-
“The Trump tariffs had ment has neither con- fairs Minister S. Jaishankar,
come during that time,” firmed nor denied. Commerce Minister Piyush

the official said. “Yes, they
are a factor to be kept in
mind, but they are not
driving Indian policies.”
Since the 50% tariffs
were imposed, U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump has
been repeatedly claiming
that India will be cutting its
imports of Russian oil, so-

Separately, formal trade
talks between India and
the U.S. have resumed af-
ter a brief hiatus, with
statements again being
made about tranche one of
a Bilateral Trade Agree-
ment expected to be con-
cluded “soon”.

Several Indian Minis-

Goyal, and Finance Minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman,
have asserted that India
will make its energy import
decisions as per its needs
and best interests, and not
under duress.

Declining share
The reduction of Russian

oil is not just in absolute
terms, but also in terms of
its share in India’s total oil
imports.

Russian oil accounted
for about 41% of India’s to-
tal oil imports in Septem-
ber 2024, which came
down to 31% by September
2025. However, rather than
a one-off, the data confirm
that this is part of a longer
process.

Russia’s share in India’s
oil imports grew from 1.6%
in 2020-21 to 2% in 2021-22,
before steadily jumping to
19% in 2022-23, 33.4% in
202324, and 35.1% in
2024-25.

The first six months of
202526 had, however,
snapped this four-year in-
creasing trend, with Rus-
sia’s share falling to 32.3%
in the April-September
period.

Diversified imports
Russia’s war in Ukraine, the
resultant sanctions on it by

the U.S. and Europe, and
the discounts it provided
India resulted in a signifi-
cant shift in India’s oil im-
port basket for a few years
after the war started, with
an increasing dependence
on Russia.

Some of that is now re-
versing itself as India has
started shifting away from
Russian oil.

In 2021-22, the U.S. ac-
counted for 9.2% of India’s
oil imports and the UAE ac-
counted for 12.4%. This was
when Russia accounted for
only 2% of India’s oil
imports.

By 2024-25, Russia ac-
counted for 35.1% of India’s
oil, while the shares of the
U.S. and the UAE had fallen

to 46% and 9.7%,
respectively.
In the first six months of

2025-26, the U.S. share has
once again increased to 8%
and that of the UAE to
1.7%, even as Russia’s
share has fallen to 32.3%.



« U.S.imposed a 25% additional tariff on Russian-origin oil imported by India from 27 August 2025.
* Government data shows India had already begun cutting Russian oil imports months before the
U.S. tariff.

* Indicates an independent Indian strategy to reduce heavy dependence on Russia.

2. Key Points From the Article

A. India's strategy is independent of U.S. tariffs

* Analysis shows India cut Russian oil imports in 8 of the 10 months before Sept 2025.
* Reductions were 29% in value and 17% in volume in Sept 2025 vs Sept 2024.
e Cuts >20% in February, May, June, July, September 2025.

B. Why India cut Russian oil BEFORE U.S. tariff?

* India realized its dependence on Russian crude had grown too high.

* Gouvt official: “India was already working on a plan to reduce this dependence.”

C. U.S. tariffs were NOT the main driver

« Commerce Ministry: “Trump tariffs = a factor to consider but not driving Indian policies."

« Tariffs imposed at same time but were not the trigger.



3. Russia’s Changing Share in India’s Oil Imports

Rise (2020-2024)

e Russia's share grew:
e 1.6% (2020-21)
e 2% (2021-22)
e 33.4% (2023-24)
e 35.1% in 2024-25

Fall (2025-26)

e First six months of 2025-26:
e Russia’s share fell from 35.1% - 32.3%.
e Meanwhile:
e US.:8% ~>11.7%
e UAE: 9.7% = 12%



4. Reasons for the Shift

A. Declining share

* Absolute value + percentage share of Russian oil declining.

* Indicates a longer trend, not a one-off reaction to tariffs.

B. Diversification

e India started shifting away after deep dependence developed during Ukraine war.

e Greater imports from U.S., UAE, and others.

C. Discount advantage reducing

e Discounts on Russian crude declining as global market stabilizes.

5.India=-U.S. Trade Talks

e Formal trade talks resumed.
o Bilateral Trade Agreement expected to move ahead soon.

e U.S. officials keep claiming India will cut imports of Russian oil (not confirmed by India).



Q. Consider the following statements:

1. India began reducing its Russian oil imports only after the U.S. imposed a 25% additional tariff on
Russian-origin olil.

2. Russia accounted for more than one-third of India’s oil imports during 2024-25.

3. Inearly 2025-26, the share of the U.S. and UAE in India’s oil imports increased while Russia’s share

declined.

Which of the statements is/are correct?

(a) 1and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3



SC strikes down provisions of Tribunal
Reforms Act, tells govt. to set up panel

Kri das Raj
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday struck down
provisions of the Tribunal
Reforms Act of 2021, a law
designed to alter the tribu-
nal system and give the Un-
ion government a domi-
nant role in appointments
and functioning, and even
fixing the salaries of chair-
persons and members.
“When Parliament de-
signs or alters the tribunal
system, it must do so in a
manner consistent with
the constitutional require-
ments of independence,
impartiality, and effective
adjudication. A law that
undermines these founda-
tional values, such as by
enabling executive control
over appointments, cur-
tailing tenure arbitrarily, or
weakening institutional au-
tonomy, does not merely
offend an ‘*abstract princi-

CM

©

When Parliament designs or alters
the tribunal system, it must do so in

a manner consistent with the constitutional

requirements of independence, impartiality, and
effective adjudication
CHIEF JUSTICE OF INDIA B.R. GAVAI

ple’, it strikes at the core of
the constitutional arrange-
ment,” Chief Justice of In-
dia B.R. Gavai, heading a
two-judge Bench compris-
ing Justice K. Vinod Chan-
dran, observed.

The Bench directed the
Centre to establish the Na-
tional Tribunal Commis-
sion in four months. It held
that the commission was
sorely needed as an “es-
sential structural safe-
guard” to ensure indepen-
dence, transparency, and

uniformity in the function-
ing, appointment proce-
dure, and administration
of tribunals.

The Chief Justice termed
the 2021 law a “repackaged
version” of the Tribunal
Reforms (Rationalisation
and Conditions of Service)
Ordinance. The law was
enacted just days after the
ordinance was struck
down by the Supreme
Court in a July 2021 judg-
ment. The Bench said that
Parliament had “ignored”

the defects that the court
pointed out in the ordi-
nance, and blithely trans-
ferred its provisions in a
slightly altered form to the
2021 Act.

Chief Justice Gavai dis-
missed the argument of
the Union government, re-
presented by Attorney-
General R. Venkataramani,
that Parliament had “dis-
cretion to ignore the deci-
sions of the Supreme
Court”. Noting that judicial
review of laws is a basic
feature of the Constitution,
he said that by bringing the
2021 Act, Parliament and
the Centre had brushed
aside the supremacy of the
Constitution.

The verdict was based
on a batch of petitions
filed, among others, by the
Madras Bar Association
and Congress leader Jai-
ram Ramesh. They argued
that the Act was a sly reviv-
al of the 2021 ordinance.




Topic Details (Exam-Ready Points)

News Supreme Court struck down key provisions of the Tribunal Reforms Act, 2021;

directed Govt. to set up a National Tribunal Commission within 4 months.

. Provisions violated constitutional requirements of: ® Independence ¢ Impartiality

Reason for Striking Down . . - d P P Y
Effective adjudication e Institutional autonomy

. . ‘When Parliament designs or alters the tribunal system, it must do so in a manner

Key SC Observation (CJ B.R. Gavai) . Ly g ) . 4 . e e
consistent with independence, impartiality, and effective adjudication.

e Executive dominance in appointments ¢ Control over tenure and salaries e

Problematic Aspects of 2021 Act Curtailment of tribunal independence e Undermining institutional structure ¢ Re-

enactment of previously struck-down Ordinance

e Law undermines autonomy -> violates constitutional scheme ® Reintroduced
Court’s Reasoning provisions from 2021 Ordinance that SC earlier struck down e Parliament cannot
ignore Supreme Court judgements

National Tribunal Commission e Directed to be set up within 4 months ¢ Purpose: structural safeguard for
(NTC) independence, transparency & uniformity in tribunal functioning



e SC had struck down the Tribunal Reforms Ordinance 2021 in July 2021

Back :
ackground 2021 Act was passed only days later - “repackaged version”

e Madras Bar Association ® Congress leader Jairam Ramesh e Various Bar

Petitions Filed B e :
y associations, tribunal experts

e Parliament has “discretion to ignore SC decisions” while legislating (SC

Govt’s Argument : :
v gu rejected this)

¢ Judicial review is a basic feature of Constitution ® Parliament & Centre

SC's Counter attempted to override SC judgement

e Restores judicial independence in tribunal appointments e Prevents

Impact on Tribunal System . . . -
P y excessive executive control e Boosts institutional credibility

Related Constitutional Articles (UPSC e Art. 50 — separation of judiciary & executive ¢ Art. 323A/323B — tribunals
High-Yield) Basic structure doctrine — Independence of judiciary



* Consider the following statements regarding the Supreme Court judgement on the Tribunal
Reforms Act, 2021:

* The Supreme Court held that Parliament can re-enact provisions that were previously struck
down by the Court as long as they are passed through the normal legislative process.

* The Court directed the Union Government to set up a National Tribunal Commission to ensure
independence and transparency in the tribunal system.

* Judicial review was reaffirmed as a part of the basic structure of the Constitution in this
judgement.

* Which of the statements is/are correct?

* A.2and 3 only
B.1and 2 only
C.1and 3 only
D.1,2and 3



Nitish Kumar to take oath -
as Bihar’s Chief Minister
for record 10th time today

PATNA

Janata Dal (United) presi-
dent Nitish Kumar was on
Wednesday unanimously
elected leader of the Na-
tional Democratic Alliance
(NDA) Legislature Party
ahead of the formation of a
new govermment under his
leadership In Blhar on
Thursday.

Mr. Kumar, who will
take cath as Bihar Chbef Mi-
nister for a record 10th
time, was clected leader of
the JIXU) Legislature Party
during the meeting with
the new MLAs held at his
officlal residence in Patna.

Samrat Choudhary and
Vijay Kumar Sinha were
elected leader and deputy
leader of the BJP Legisla-
ture Party, respectively,
during the meeting held at
the party’s State headquar-
ters. Uttar Pradesh's Depu-
ty Chief Minister Keshav
Prasad Maurya, who had
been appointed the central
observer for the election of
the BJP Legisature Party
leader in Bihar, proposed
the names, and the MLAs

certain that Mr. Choudhary
and Mr. Sinha will continue
as Bihar's Deputy Chief MI-
nisters, as in the previous
government.

Later, at @ meeting of
the NDA held &t the Central
Hall in the Assembly pre-
mises, Mr. Kumar was un-

All the top leaders of the
NDA constituents, includ-
ing Lok Janshakti Party
(Ram Vilas) chief Chirag
Paswan, Rashtriya Lok
Morcha (RLM) chief Upen-
dra Kushwaha and Hindus-
tand Awam Morcha (Secu-

departs after the NOA

Another innings: Janata Dal [United) president Nitish Kumar

lar) founder [itan Ram
Manjhi and his party presi-
dent Santosh Kumar Su-
N, were present.

Mr. Choudhary pro-
posed Mr. Kumar's name,
and  senior BJP  leader
Dharmendra Pradhan
called for a show of hands,
leading to Mr. Kumar’s un-
animous election. Follow-
Ing this, Mr. Kumar and
other Jeaders visited Raj
Bhavan, where he submit-
ted his resignation as head
of the outgoing govern:
ment to Governor Arif Mo-
hammad Khan and staked
claim to form the new go-
vernment by presenting
the list of MLAs. The Go-
vernor accepted his resig-
natjon and requested him
1o continue as acting Chief
Minister until the new go-
vernment i sworn in.

The oath-taking cere-
mony will be held at 11:30
am. on Thursday at Gand-
hi Makdan in Patna, in the
presence of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Unlon Mi-
nisters Amit Shah and Raj-
nath Singh, BJP president
LP. Nadda, and several oth-
er dignitaries. Bhojpuri ac-
tor-singer and BfP MP Ma-
noj Tiwari, along with folk
singer and BIP MLA Malthi-

’

1g In Patna oo Wednesday. s

¥y

li Thakur, are expected to
perform at the event. Two
stages have been set up for
the grand  ceremony,
which will also be attended
by Chief Ministers of 1
NDA- and BP-ruled States.
Invitations have been sent
10 aver 150 guests.

Apart from Mr. Kumar,
the other leaders who are
likely 1o take the oath are
Mr. Choudhary and Mr
Sinha for the post of Depu
ty Chief Ministers.

BJP MLAs Mangal Pan-
dey, Neeraj Kumar Singh
alias Bablu, Nitin Nahin,
Renu Devi, Nitish Mishra,
Sanjay Saraogi and Hari Sa-
hani may get Ministerial
berths. JD{U) MLAs likely
1o get Ministerial berths in-
clude Bijendra Prasad Ya-
dav, Ashok Choudbary,
Shravan Kumar, Leshi
Singh, Zama Khan, Ra-
nesh Sada, Sunil Kumar,
and Madan Sahani,

Potential ~ Ministerfal
candidates from the LJP
(RV) are Raju Tiwarl, Mura-
ri Prasad Gautam, and San-
jay Paswan, From the RLM,
Mr. Kushwaha's wife, Sneh-
lata, may get a Ministerial
berth and Mr. Manjhi's par-
ty Is likely 1o repeat Mr. Su-
mun for a Ministerial post,

AN



« Nitish Kumar, President of Janata Dal (United), will be sworn in as Bihar's Chief Minister for the 10th
time.
« He was unanimously elected leader of the NDA Legislature Party on Wednesday ahead of
government formation.
» QOath ceremony scheduled at 11:30 a.m. at Gandhi Maidan, Patna, in presence of:
 PM Narendra Modi
* Union Ministers Amit Shah, Rajnath Singh
« BJP President J.P. Nadda
¢ Other dignitaries.

2. Political Developments

2.1 NDA Leadership Meeting

* JD(U) Legislator Party elected him as leader at a meeting with new MLAs.
» Samrat Choudhary (BJP) = elected Leader of BJP Legislature Party.
* Vijay Kumar Sinha - elected Deputy Leader.

2.2 Procedural Steps

* Nitish Kumar submitted his resignation to Governor Arif Mohammed Khan.
e Governor asked him to continue as Acting CM until new government sworn in.
« NDA staked claim to form the government by submitting list of MLAs.



3.1 Deputy Chief Ministers

Likely to continue as earlier:

Samrat Choudhary
Vijay Kumar Sinha

3.2 Expected Ministers (BJP side)

Mangal Pandey

Neeraj Kumar Singh alias Bablu
Nitin Nabin

Renu Devi

Nitish Mishra

Sanjay Sarogi

Hari Sahani

3.3 Expected Ministers (JD-U side)

Bijendra Prasad Yadav
Ashok Choudhary
Shravan Kumar

Leshi Singh

Zama Khan

Ratnesh Sada

Sunil Kumar

Madan Sahani



1. Nitish Kumar — Political Timeline

e First became CM in 2000 (brief 7-day term).
e Returned in 2005, 2010, 2015 (resigned), 2017, 2020, and again in 2022.

e Known for switching alliances between NDA © Mahagathbandhan multiple times.

2. Constitutional Provisions

e Article 164 - CM appointed by Governor.
e Collective responsibility of Council of Ministers to Legislative Assembly.

e Governor calls the leader who commands majority support.

3. Bihar Legislative Assembly
e Total strength: 243 seats
e Majority mark: 122
e NDA comprises JD(U), BJP, and smaller allies.



* Consider the following statements about government formation in Indian states:

* The Chief Minister is appointed by the Governor under Article 164 of the
Constitution.

* The Chief Minister must be a member of the Legislative Assembly at the time of
appointment.

e The Council of Ministers is collectively responsible to the State Legislative Council.
 Which of the above statements is/are correct?
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Trump defends MBS, designates
Riyadh as a major non-NATO ally

US. President, who hosted the Saudi prince in White House, approved a ‘major defence sale package’ which includes ‘future

deliveries’ of F-35s, and signed a civil nuclear cooperation deal; MBS pledged to make investments worth $I trillion in US.

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

.S. President Do-
U nald Trump fierce-
ly defended Saudi

Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman on Tuesday ov-
er the 2018 killing of jour-
nalist Jamal Khashoggi, in-
sisting the kingdom’s de
facto ruler “knew nothing”
about the murder as he
wooed him at the White
House.

Mr. Trump sought to
brush the gruesome mur-
der of the Washington Post
columnist under the red
carpet, honouring the Sau-
di royal with a flypast and
lavish dinner, and formally
naming Riyadh as a major
non-NATO ally.

Close ties: Donald Trump meets Mohammed bin Salman in the
Oval Office of the White House on Tuesday. AP

He raged at a journalist
who asked the Prince in
the Oval Office about the
case for embarrassing the
Saudi royal on his first U.S.
trip since the murder, and
called Khashoggi “ex-

tremely controversial”.

“A lot of people didn’t
like that gentleman that
you're talking about,” he
said.

“Whether you like him
or didn’t like him, things

happen, but he (the
prince) knew nothing
about it. And we can leave
it at that. You don’t have to
embarrass our guest by
asking a question like that.”

The Saudi royal, who
came bearing a pledge of a
$1 trillion investment in the
U.S. on his first U.S. visit
since the killing, said
Khashoggi’s murder was
“painful” and a “huge mis-
take”.

Mr. Trump called for
U.S. broadcaster ABC,
whose journalist asked the
question about Khashog-
gi’s murder, to have its li-
cence revoked in a furious
diatribe against the “crap-
py” company.

In a surprise move at the
gala dinner in the evening,

Mr. Trump said he was de-
signating Saudi Arabia as
one of just 20 major non-
NATO allies around the
world. “I'm just telling you
now for the first time, be-
cause they wanted to keep
a little secret for tonight,”
he said.

The two countries later
signed a host of deals, in-
cluding a civil nuclear
cooperation  agreement
that the White House said
would last decades.

Mr. Trump also ap-
proved a “major defence
sale package” which in-
cludes “future deliveries”
of F-35s. They also agreed
to share Al technology
“while protecting U.S.
technology from foreign
influence”.



* Former U.S. President Donald Trump hosted Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman (MBS) at
the White House.

* Announced Saudi Arabia’s designation as a major non-NATO ally (MNNA).

2. Trump's Defence of MBS
* Trump defended MBS regarding the 2018 murder of journalist Jamal Khashoggi.
e Claimed:
« MBS "“knew nothing” about the killing.

e |t was unnecessary to “embarrass” the Saudi Prince.

3. Reactions to the Khashoggi Question
e A journalist questioned MBS about the killing.

« Trump aggressively labelled it an “extremely controversial” and inappropriate question.
« Criticised the U.S. broadcaster for asking.



4. Major Outcomes of the Visit

a) Defence & Security Deals

e Trump approved a “major defence sale package” to Saudi Arabia.
e Includes future deliveries of F-35 fighter jets.

* Aim: deepen strategic defence ties.

b) Civil Nuclear Cooperation

e U.S. and Saudi Arabia signed a civil nuclear cooperation agreement.

e Focus on nuclear energy while preventing U.S. tech from being “misused”.

c) Investment Announcement

e MBS pledged $1 trillion investment in the U.S.

e One of the largest investment commitments by Saudi Arabia.



5. "Major non-NATO ally” (MNNA) Status

e Trump formally announced Saudi Arabia as a major non-NATO ally.
e Benefits of MNNA status:

e Access to advanced U.S. military technologies.

e Priority delivery of defence equipment.

e Deeper intelligence & security collaboration.

6. Broader Geopolitical Significance

a) U.S.-Saudi Relations Strengthened

¢ Reinforces Riyadh as a central partner in:
e Middle Eastern security
e Energy markets

e Counter-Iran strategy

b) Image Management for MBS
¢ Visit aimed to rebuild MBS's global image post-Khashoggi killing.



1. What is MNNA (Major Non-NATO Ally)?
* A designation by the U.S. (Foreign Assistance Act, 1961).

 Examples: Japan, Israel, Australia, South Korea, Egypt.

» Provides military & financial privileges short of NATO membership.

2. Khashoggi Killing

* Occurred in Istanbul (Turkey) inside the Saudi consulate in 2018.

* U.S. intelligence reports indicated involvement of Saudi officials linked to MBS.

3. Saudi Arabia-U.S. Security Relations

» Began with the 1945 Quincy Pact (oil for security).
» Largest buyer of U.S. arms globally.

4. Why F-35s matter

*» America's most advanced stealth fighter jet.

e Sensitive tech = U.S. usually restricts export.



India imports ~18-25% crude from Balances ties between:
Saudi Arabia.

Saudi Arabia

UAE

Israel

Iran

United States



* Consider the following statements regarding
“Major Non-NATO Ally” (MNNA) status:

e Countries designated as MNNA are
automatically covered under NATO's collective
defence clause (Article 5).

* MNNA countries receive priority access to U.S.
military equipment and enhanced defence
cooperation.

e Saudi Arabia was recently designated as a
major non-NATO ally by the U.S.

* Which of the statements is/are correct?

* A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1and 3 only
D.1,2and3




-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 Curacao smallest nation

~ (L6L) to qualify for WC

Kingston (Jamaica): The
tiny Caribbean island count-
ry Curacaowill go tothe 2026
World Cup as the smallest
nation by population ever to
qualify for the marquee
event in men’s soccer.

Curacao, an autonomous
territory of about1.61lakh peo-
ple within the Netherlands
kingdom, takes the record of
. Iceland, with a population of
: just over 3.5 lakh, which was
. the previous smallest country
to reach the World Cup when
it qualified for Russia 2018.

A team relying heavily on
players born and raised in the
Netherlands rode its luck Tu-
esday to take a 0-0 draw in Ja-
maica and finish top of a 4-te-
am group. Its other opponents
were Trinidad & Tobago and

BIG HOPES

The 7 smallest countries that
have qualified for WC have a
combined population lower than
Delhi’s estimated 2.2cr in 25
Population In Lakh
Curacao |16 o
Cabo Verde l15.3 i
Qatar
Uruguay
Croatia
Panama
New Zealand

Individually, 20 of the 42 that
have qualified so far have a
population less than Delhi's

last-place Bermuda. Defender :
Joshua Brenet even played a :
World Cup qualifying game :
for the Netherlands in 2016. ap

.

FIFA

P> Related report, P 16







CUBA

DOMINICAN
HAITI REPUBLIC
JAMAICA
PUERTO RICO
(U.S.)
CARIBBEAI
CURAﬁAO
(NETH.)

* WILLEMSTAD

VENEZUELA

COLOMBIA

© Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc.




A. Historic Qualification

e Curacao becomes the smallest nation ever (population: 1.6 lakh) to qualify for the 2026 FIFA World
Cup.
» Breaks the previous record held by Iceland (3.5 lakh) which qualified for Russia 2018.

B. Political Status

e Curacao is an autonomous territory within the Kingdom of the Netherlands.

e Population: 1.6 lakh — smallest among all WC qualifiers.

C. Road to Qualification

e Team relies heavily on players born and raised in the Netherlands.
e Secured qualification after a 0-0 draw in Jamaica to top a 4-team group.

e Group opponents included Trinidad & Tobago and Bermuda.

D. Small Nations in FIFA WC

e The report highlights that the 7 smallest countries ever to qualify have a combined population lower
than Delhi’s 2.2 cr (2025 est.).

e 20 out of 42 countries that have qualified so far have a population less than Delhi.



Country
Curacao
Cabo Verde
Qatar
Uruguay
Croatia
Panama

New Zealand

Population (in Lakh)
1.6

5.3

31.2

33.8

38.5

45.7

52.5

Remark

Smallest ever to qualify (2026 WC)
Small island nation

Hosted 2022 World Cup

Two-time world champions

2018 WC runners-up

Qualified in 2018

Regular OFC qualifier



* Consider the following statements regarding Curacao’s qualification for the 2026
FIFA World Cup:

e Curacao has become the smallest nation by population to ever qualify for the FIFA
World Cup.

* |t broke the previous record held by Iceland which qualified for Russia 2018.
* Curacao is an independent republic located in the Caribbean Sea.

* Players representing Curacao primarily come from the Netherlands.

* Which of the statements are correct?

e (a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 1, 2 and 4 only
(c) 2, 3 and 4 only
(d) 1, 3 and 4 only
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STA STICS Aslice of life in numbers

Fastest growing economy is...

South Sudan

is set to post

the world’s
fastest growth in
gross domestic
product (GDP) | me | 79 \'/
as its main oil »
pipeline restarts '
operation.
Among major
economies, India
is projected to
grow the fastest
at 6.6%. India’s
GDP ($4.1T) is
840 times bigger
than South South Libya Guyana Ireland Kyrgystan
Sudan’s ($4.9 B) Sudan

Top 5 countries with highest
real GDP growth, 2025

Source: Visual capitalist




Hanoi Convention



* 72 nations have signed a landmark United Nations Convention against Cybercrime
treaty in Hanoi aimed at tackling cybercrime.

 About

* Aim: It proposes a legislative framework to boost international cooperation among law
enforcement agencies and offer technical assistance to countries that lack adequate
infrastructure for combating cybercrime.

* First Universal Convention: The Convention establishes the first universal framework for
investigating and prosecuting offences against Cybercrime.



* Legally Binding: The UN Cybercrime Convention is a powerful, legally binding instrument.

* Adoption: It was adopted by the General Assembly in 2024 after five years of negotiation.
* The signing process is expected to remain open till next year.

* Key Provisions: It criminalises the following types of crimes:

Cyber-dependent crimes: Unauthorized access (hacking), data interference.
Cyber-enabled crimes: Online fraud, non-consensual dissemination of intimate images.

Child exploitation: Online sexual abuse, distribution of abuse material,
solicitation/grooming.

It facilitates the sharing of electronic evidence across borders and establishes a 24/7
cooperation network among States.

It also makes history as the first international treaty to recognise the non-consensual
dissemination of intimate images as an offence — a significant victory for victims of online
abuse.



* Enforcement: It will enter into force 90 days after the 40th State deposits its
ratification.

* Conference of the States Parties: After entry into force, a Conference of the
States Parties will convene periodically to improve the capacity of and cooperation
between States Parties.

e Secretariat: The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime serves as the
secretariat to the Ad Hoc Committee and to the future Conference of the States
Parties.



India’s First Commercial
PSLV to Launch Oceansat
Next Year



» India will launch its first commercially built PSLV (Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle) next year.
e This PSLV is manufactured by Indian industry, not by ISRO directly.

e |ts maiden mission will launch the Oceansat satellite into orbit.

2. Why This Is Important?

» Marks a major milestone in India’s space privatization and industry-led rocket production.
* Shows India’s shift towards a commercial space ecosystem.

e Supports the vision of Atmanirbhar Bharat in space technology.

3. Key Players
e The commercial PSLV is being built by HAL (Hindustan Aeronautics Limited) and L&T collaboration.

e |SRO provides technology transfer, design framework, and quality checks.



4. About Oceansat Mission

e QOceansat is designed for:
e (Ocean colour monitoring
e Sea surface temperature measurements
¢ Coastal zone studies

e Data for fishermen, climate scientists, and disaster managers

5. Significance for India

e Strengthens India’'s commercial launch market.
e Boosts India’s competitive standing vs SpaceX, China, Japan.
e Creates opportunities for private manufacturing, MSMEs, and global clients.

e Reduces burden on ISRO so it can focus on R&D, Gaganyaan & deep space missions.



HDFC Bank Tops India’s Brand Value
Rankings 2025



Category

Report Name

Top Brand (2025)

HDFC Bank Brand Value (2025)
Second Rank

Next Major Brands

Combined Brand Value (Top 100)
Reason for Rise
Sector Trend

Why HDFC Bank Leads

Historical Fact

Important Points (UPSC-ready)

Kantar BrandZ India — Top 100 Most Valuable Brands 2025
HDFC Bank — India’s most valuable brand

$45.5 billion (approx.)

Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) — ~544.2 billion

Airtel, Infosys, ICICI Bank

$523 billion

Strong banking + technology performance, global expansion, innovation, digital
services

Banking & Technology dominate Indian brand value rankings

Digital banking strength, strong customer base, rural penetration, stable
financials, trust factor

HDFC Bank has topped BrandZ India rankings multiple times over the last decade
in financial sector leadership



About BrandZ

Economic Significance

Global Comparison

UPSC Angle

Additional Fact

Tech Adoption Link

Broader CA Link

Global brand valuation platform by Kantar; used by corporates &
investors

Demonstrates India’s growing global corporate presence & branding
capacity

India’s brand value growth > global average; consistent with India’s rise
as world’s 5th largest economy

Shows India’s services-led growth, fintech leadership, and strong BFSI
sector fundamentals

Post HDFC—HDFC Bank merger (2023), the bank became world’s 4th
largest bank by market cap

HDFC: early adopter of Al-enabled banking, UPI partnership, digital
credit, strong retail portfolio

India’s digital economy projected to reach $1 trillion by 2030
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Category

News

Launch Timeline
Purpose of the Hub
Significance

India as Global Market
Models Introduced
Import Duty Issue

Early Consumer Response

EV Market Context

Important Points

Tesla is launching its first full-fledged India hub in Gurugram (Haryana).
Expected this month (2025).

To boost sales, visibility, after-sales service, and premium EV market presence.
Marks Tesla’s major strategic entry into the Indian market.

India recently became Tesla’s 50th global market.

Two fully imported Model Y variants launched initially.

India levies ~“70% import duty on fully imported EVs - makes Tesla expensive.

Over 100 units sold in just two months - strong premium EV demand.

India’s EV market growing at 40-45% CAGR; govt targets 30% EV penetration by 2030.



Why Gurugram?

Tesla India Strategy

Policy Link

Economic Impact

Global Background

Competition in India

State Govt Angle

High premium car demand, proximity to Delhi-NCR, strong infrastructure.

Start with imports - build ecosystem - possible local assembly - long-term
manufacturing.

India exploring EV policy offering reduced duties if Tesla sets up local
manufacturing.

Boost to EV supply chains, possible job creation, tech transfer opportunities.

Elon Musk earlier confirmed interest in India, plans for Gigafactory if conditions
favourable.

Strong rivals: Tata EVs, MG, Hyundai, BYD, and upcoming Mahindra Born Electric.

Haryana aims to become an EV hub; offers incentives under Haryana EV Policy.



Word of the day

Prolix:

tediously prolonged or tending to speak or write
at great length

Synonym: verbal

Usa g€: She s editing a prolix manuscript.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/prolixpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: [piav.liks/
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1. Ace your exam with 11 Full-Length Mock Tests based on the —— ,

latest IBPS Clerk Mains pattern.
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