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Order to survey
Sambhal mosque
in UP. upheld
LuckNow

The Allahabad High Court on
Monday upheld a lower court's

‘Pak. did not resort to nuclear sngnallmg’

U.S. was not involved in truce talks, Foreign Y I Al
tells parliamentary standing panel on External Affairs

Sobhana K. Najr
NEW DELHI

akistan did not re-
ear

signalli
wake of Operation S|
and the United States was
“neither involved nor in-
formed" about cessation of
firing between the two
countries, the Union go-

Forelgn Secretary Vik-
ram Misri. who briefed the
panel, rebutted Leader of
the C in the Lok

(DGMO) spoke to his Pakis-

curity personnel and more
than 30 civilians.

Solidarity with Misrl

raised by

-
Members of the

-, he sald.

Sabha Rahul Gandhi's re-
marks on Pakistan being
informed at the “start of
our attack”, sources said.
Mr Misri told the panel
that India's Di

after the rnee!ing. r. Tha-
roor said External Affairs

Ministry officials and Mr.

eral of Military Op

Congress MP Deepen-
dra Hooda asked if 1

had lost any jets in s op-
eration, to which, as per
sources, MEA officials said
it was beyond their domain
o this.

110 New Delhi on Monday. P11

s Standing

The Trinamool
gress’s Lok Sabha member
Abhishek Banerjee asked if
the had
informartion about the ter-
rorists in the Pa-
halgam attack. There was
no immediate reply.

Con-

were
“satisfactorily’, says Tharoor, who heads panel

on External Affairs with Foreign Secretary

“Many of the MPs had

d Pak., thro
also helps terrorists cross the LoC, says Centre

himself requested
there should be
tion but it was unanimous
sentiment of the commit-

that
no resolu-

even before the two coun-

s did, to which the go-

vernment said that the U.S.

was “neither involved nor
C

d
ting terror activities on n-
n  soll.  Pakistan,
through coordinated cea-
sefire  violac also
helps :enonm cross the
Line of Control {(Lo<C) and
also lends them assistance
through drones, the go-
vernment sasd.

Communist Party of In-
dia (Marxist) MP john Brit-

face of the unwarranted at-
tacks and he

nald Trump was the first to
the P

with U.S. officials was part

MEA officials said, for oth-
er countries to

arly.
Mr. Misri clarified that
ndi

that India has
through proper chmnexs
on Trump's
e

Mr. Misti reiterated the
government's stance that
there was no deviation
from che stated policy of
no third-party medi.

Rain havoc in Bengaluru

aapt Karnataka State Dissster Response Rorcs personnel evaciste rsidents from a flooded locaiity in Sengakuna following hemy
ooz 3y

Fain on Monday. AFP (REPGRT ON;.

Form SIT to probe FIR on Madhya
Pradesh Minister’s remarks: SC

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Cowrt on
Monday directed the con-
stitution of a three-mem-
ber Special Investigation
Team to probe the FIR

against Madhya
Minister Vijay Shah for his
derogatory remarks

against Colonel Sofiva Qu-

reshi, who briefed the me-

dia during Operation Shn-
. =

findings & - Ihe top ey g

cadre by 10 am. on Tues-

The SIT must be headed
by an officer of Inspector-

4 public Agure

cnece il

nfortumate

he sentiments of the peopie

were ruthlessly hurt by your
comments. You should hive
done or sald somerhing o

comey ye

General rank with two
of

ir sEncere regret

JUSTICE SURYA KANT
Supreme Cour sides

the comments and said it
© ~crass,

dent of Police rank. One
msnher must be a wo-

none of the
mmemibers should belong to
the State, the top court
said.

“Crass, thoughtless'
Juastios Kant 514 the Bench
had viewed video clips
showing Mr. Shah making

shown by the State of Mad-
hys Pradesh to register an
w‘-n e Minister or

ter an FIR in the first place

and step in again to lteral-
ly “re-write- the offences
ed against the Minister
ln the FIR.
Justice Kant said a fair
and transparent SIT probe

peared for Mr. Shah.

Trump calls Putin, says Russia-Ukraine will
‘immediately’ begin ceasefire negotiations

WASHINGTON

will
“immediately~ begin cea-
sefire negotiations, U.S.
President Donald Trus

lent” call with Russian
smm Vladimir Putin that
two

| Trump also_spoke
with Ukraintan le-dex M

the two parties, as it can
only be, because y
know details of a negotia-
ton that nobody else
would be aware of” Mr.
Trump said in a social me-
dia post. The conversa-
tions came after the White
House sald the U.S. leader
has grown “frustrated™
With Both leaders over the
continuing war in Ukraine.

“Find compromises®
After the call, Mr. Putin
said Russia was raad) to

lodymyr
ropean leaders in hop.s ot
making progress toward a
ceasefire.

“The condstions for that

will be negotiated between

cm
w

to the fighting, b he 1 l.ndl-
acei] tare was o trealc:
through in what he termed

a “very informative and ve-
ry frank” conversation

Donald Trump

with Mr. Trump. Mr. Putin
said the warring countries
should “find

causes of this crisis” the

Russian nt sald.
Mr. Trump has strug-

gled to end a war that be-

onc
‘White House, if not even

before he took office.
Prior to the call, Mr
is.

same time,
would like to note that, in
general, Russia’s position is
clear. The main thing for us
is to eliminate the root

P
pes for a “productive
Monday — and

His effort will also include
calls to NATO leaders. But

ahead of the call, Vice Pre-
sident J.D. Vance said Mr.
Trump is “more than
open” to walking away
from trying to end the war
if he feels Mr. Putin fsn't se-
rious about negotiation.

of conflict,” White
House press secretary Ka-
roline Leavitt told press-

persons on Monday ahead
of the call.

The Republican Presi-
dent is banking on the idea
that his force of personali-

to break any Im-
passe over a pause in the

fAghting.
=

SC agrees to hear academic’s
plea against arrest urgently

NEW DELHI

Chief Justice of India B.R.

n Mahmu-

tate Profes-
sor orponocal Sclence wi
the Ash University,
who was arrested for his
social media posts in con-
nection with Operation
Sindoor. “He has been ar-
rested for a patriotic state-
menc.” senior advocate Ka-
Pl Sthal sold the Gl while

an oral mention by Mr. Si-
bal urging the top court to
list for “tomorrow or the

na and his equent ar-
rest on Sunday.
Mr lawyers have

maintained that
the charges against Mr.

Khan were “frivolous~ and
that similar comments h.
been made by many pohﬂ»
<cal leaders and retired Ar-
my officers on social
media.

The Haryana Police had
s2id thae Mr. Khan was ar-

person
Jathedi sarpanch and BB

against Mr. Khan on May 17.

RELATED REPORT

o
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Railways features Operation

Sindoor ‘tribute’ on e-tickets

Indian Railways is featuring

ssaging related to
with a

Ope
saluting the brave hearts of the Indian - the

v T

Army;
s also being

highlighted on the Railways® ticket
platform, the Indian Railway Carering and
Tourism Corposation ERCTC website.

‘India monitoring Singapore,
Hong Kong COVID situation’

India has increase

nce following mpnns af

A wigila
a rise in COVID-S cases in Singapore and

Kong ove

x the past few weeks, sources at e

Unban Health Ministry sald on Monday, adding
r

that the situa

country stood at 257 on
‘that

Monday, they

adding that the number was ve

v bor
the large population of the country. Almost all of
the cases were mild, with no hospitalisation
ol A robust system fos surveillance of

i cling
excisted in the country, they added.

COVID-19,

Follow OROP
principle for
all retired HC
Jjudges: SC

MEW DL

Supreme Court on
NEW DELHI

he Allahabad EHigh
N
upheld a lower

those who retired as addi-
tlonal judges. will b= entis-
led to full pension and
tirement benefits.

“Ome rank, one pensson

Court challenging the sur-
vey, which was crdered un-
der the suit filed by Hindu
among judges would wio-

late the right to equality

under Arcle 34 of the | site by Mughal emperor Ba-
Constintion. bur in 1526 after demalish-
“We direct that the Un- | ing ihar temple,
om of Irudiia Shall follow the | Gedkared to Kalbd,
principle of "one rank one Last November, a civil
P o' to all the retired | courtin Sambhal erdered a

judges of the High Courts

irrespective of their source

of ensry 1-e.. district judsci

ary or the Bar, and irres-
mxml

er as a district judge or a
High Court judge and all of
them shall be paid full pen-
sion,” Chief Justice Gavad,
who authored the judg-
ment, said. Mot lower COurt's error
The court di d the | T in

Shtw wishe: In
team visits the Shaks ama My

could not be adjudicated in
the instan: sult. pustics Ko-
hit Ranjan Agarwal ob-
served that the Lower court
had not committed any er
ror, Irregularity, or ilegali
&y in allowing the survey.
“The

argum
by adwocate 5. F.A Magel
that dispute in regard to
siasiid already stood set-
hed in 1877 and decree hav-
mgl:eenmrnmedb; this
Court cannot be accepted

an this srags in view of the

Centre to pay full pension | its arguments, submitied
of £15 lakh per anmim i that the dispute regarding
vidually te retired Chier mosqus had already
Iustices of High Coures. been semled in 1877 and

fact thar of 1577
speaks of an old building,
whereas in 1920 fuma Mas
Jid was declared as a pro-
tected monument under

Allahabad HC upholds order
to survey Sambhal mosque

The court dismisses the mosgue panels plea, noting that this is not a case of comversion of place
of worship and thar the Hindu plaintiffs only wanted right of access 1o a protected momuament

this March 13 image, an Archaeological Survey of India

the Act of 1904." the court
The court added
that If the title suk was de-
cided in favour of the mos-
que committee
then, why bad it entered
into an agreement in 1927
subjecting the structure in
dispute

that the structure needed
to be protected n pur-
suance of the Act of 1904

Archaeclogical

ent.
The court said this was
not a case where any con-

Amit Shah
launches
e-Zero FIR
initiative

wersion of place of worship
was taking p

The indian Cybercrime
Coordination Centre {14C)
has imtroduced a

place o('\.varslup was being | tem that auromaticall
changed and thar the Hin- | vertss financial :)'ben:rlme
du petitioners had only | complaimes wi raud va

Section 18 of the Act of
=2
it ks an admitted

Fero FIR
pﬂsl[l.:-l that the structure | launc

ument in 1920 and the | Monday.
same remained wnchal- The new system that
lenged il dace, tr is will drive investigations to
to be gov by provi- | swifily cracking n on

Sians of awr whick exirad
when the nosification was
made and, thereafter, the
laws enacted 1o

cybere rlmlna]s will

be extended © entire

nation, the Ministry of
=

Jected to the Act of 1904 [ ing In view culties
tAct to provide for the pre- by wictims of finan-
servation of Ancient - | cial cybercrimes in reco-

chaeological Sites | process involves the inte-
and Hemains Act), he can- | gratlon of MO's Natonal
not take shelter of the Plac- | Cybercrime Reporting Por-
es of worship Act of 1991 | tal system, the Delhi Folic-

ar aims st preventing s e-FIR system, and the

WA OT ALEUSE IS, 1947,

NIA arrests
WO persons
in Manipur
violence cases

The Hindu Buresu
WEW DELS

The National Inves n
Agency (NLA) has arrested

Ehon -wm- the Manipur vio-
lence cas

The ~militant was ar-
rested In(hecaselelanadn)
the murder of a woman
and the burning and loot-
ing of houses in a village in
Jiribam. Rajkumar Maipak-
sana was picked up from
Karn in Kerala. is as-

sociated with

Report reveals delayed wages are a key factor to
mismatch between MGNREGS coverage, delivery

NEW DELHI

A review of the Mahatma
Gomuitd K 1 Eural B
uarantes

delh-ely o pfnrnjsed emi-

ployment has gone down.,

with person days having

dropped by 7.0%. This was

revealed in a report Te-

leased b)' LibTech India, a
of

slu‘ls(d\'lsls on Monday.
n_days under the
MENR RS i et as the

¥ == 5 Tl
Wenmen at work Women levellng the tod, under the MGNREGS,

in ASK district of Andhea Pradesh, v Ra

2024-25. This, the LibTech
report states. reflects a
mismatch  between  the
scheme's coverage and its

ployment up to 100 days.
i

of regional variations con-
rinues. Odisha (34.8%) Ta
mil Nadtu (25.19%) and Rajas-
than (15.9%) saw the
sharpess decline in persan
while Mahmash[rs
NJS‘%] Himachal Prades.
8%, slll‘l El]lar (3. 59@,3
recarded

The LibTech report also
motes that the deletions of
MGNREGS workers across
the country n ar-
rested at least partially
Berween 2002 and 2024,
& crore workers were de-

‘One of two accused
in Surankote attack
case is based in Pak’

Investigarors stated that
wfilirated to

mu and Kashomic nely
Police’s Stare IvesTigation
Agency (S1A) on Monday

filed a chargesheet against Gaznawvi  Force

wors in compostion  {IKCE). “Towmards the ond
with the, Erenade sttack on med re-
a temple in Surankote, A abad tamaer v
Poonch,  In N : is relative Aziz using en-
2023, The accused in-  o© messaging appli-
cludes one individual  cations and Pakistan-based

seribed ter period,

The charge: s Ahmed is alleged to have
Abdul Amize s resident of  tadt =l re-
Hari Safeda in Surankote,  cruited him into the HM-

In another case, one of | total mumber of wor delivery. “This trend raises tions . In the corresparn Pakistan. d operative  with hand grenades and in-
the “miscreants” involved | by a person registered un- questions about systermic period, onl 1.92 crore | who alsoe hails from the  ssructions for the artack.
in an attack on the India der the scheme in a fiman- and implementation -level workers were d. For same wil N “The nwestigation re-
Reserwe Battalion post in | cial year Ar [he same time, average  challenges that continue to the first time in FY 202435, According to the S1A,  wveals a broader conspiracy
Tengnou which The LibTech study re-  days per the s this rend has been re- | Aziz execured the amack by the Pakistan-sponsored
policeman was killed and thar arly 7% of hou- Roticenoid ot T4 5 effectiveness,” the report wversed, the report not under Enstruct fron HM to destabilise the Un-
fwo were injured on Janu- | seholds gor 100 from 5242 person days in 5o, while 99 lakh workers | Ahmed, who is currently  lon Territory of lamma
ary I7 last year, was | work. The MGNREG Ac[ ¥ 2O23-24 it went down A]ga, the persistent pro-  playment were deleted, 2.22 crore | operating from across the  Kashmir” the SIA said in a
arrested. Promises musranteed . 5018 person duve i % Blom with the Programmme  (PALG) had recommmended  mere added. border. stavement.
o solve this e onlie Sy SUDOK FAITH
14489 e S e e - -
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Ambal Pattabhishekham

Two_pamabhishekhams are spiriually very renowned.
The first one is the ever pop Pantabhishekham
A e secemed eve s Afl FArtAB ALk ot Ambaji
in Gujarat, sakd Damodara Df

Ambal is an embodiment of Sakt and Her power is H-
mitless. In the first sloka of Soundarya Lahari,

mathi, Visalakshi. to name a few. There are many Sakei
pestarms and the swayambu Saki kshetras are of the high-
est order.

The 51 swayambu kshetras are the placeswhereall.e let
g0 of pleces of Herself in various locations. Our s

say this h: when haksha troubled and hulnl.ll:xed

5.“3 Unbale to Eﬁ'\m Salkri de to shed he
Evereal et e o agairs and Joih with Stva, s frattien
of which, She surrendered to Him and Tier parts. Her

it ba skl i b fallers 1 et wihere Kk ignarae s,
Her tongue in Kelkata, while Her heart fell in Auﬂ:a]L,{.u]—
arat. Fior S is this it soight after one by Dot

tees and evolved souls. Numeraous et frt e
have prayed to Her steadfastly at her shrine on a hillock
there, have cen Her havimg appeared to them, as a
wistoni. Ambal's (Sri Haja Rajeswari) Pattabhishekham falls

June 26 and july 8 this year.




Amit Shah
launches
e-Zero FIR
initiative

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Indian Cybercrime
Coordination Centre (14C)
has introduced a new sys-
tem that automatically con-
verts financial cybercrime
complaints with a fraud va-
lue above %10 lakh, and re-
gistered on the 1930 hel-
pline or cybercrime.gov.in
portal, into first informa-
tion reports (FIRs). The e-
Zero FIR initiative has been
launched on a pilot basis
first in Delhi, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah said on
Monday.

The new system that
will drive investigations to
swiftly cracking down on
cybercriminals will soon
be extended to the entire
nation, the Ministry of
Home Affairs said.

Mr. Shah directed the
implementation of the in-
itiative at a recent review
meeting of the 14C, keep-
ing in view the difficulties
faced by victims of finan-
cial cybercrimes in reco-
vering the money lost.

The newly introduced
process involves the inte-
gration of 14C’s National
Cybercrime Reporting Por-
tal system, the Delhi Polic-
e’s e-FIR system, and the
National Crime Record Bu-
reaw’s Crime and Criminal
Tracking Network and
Systems.



2. Key Features of e-Zero FIR:

* Purpose:

» To automate the conversion of cybercrime complaints (financial fraud over 210 lakh) into First

Information Reports (FIRs).
* Process:
e Complaints registered through:
e 1930 helpline
* Cybercrime.gov.in portal
« |If the fraud value exceeds 210 lakh, it is automatically converted into an FIR.
* Integration:
* Combines systems from:
* National Cybercrime Reporting Portal (14C)
« Delhi Police's e-FIR system

* National Crime Record Bureau's Crime and Criminal Tracking Network and Systems
(CCTNS)



3. Significance of the Initiative:

Enhanced Efficiency:
» Automates FIR registration, speeding up the investigation process.

Nationwide Rollout:

» After the pilot phase in Delhi, it will be extended across the country.

Support for Victims:
» Especially useful for victims of financial cybercrimes who face challenges in money recovery.

Proactive Law Enforcement:

» Aimed at swift action against cybercriminals.



4. Context and Background.:

» Problem Addressed:

* The increasing number of financial cybercrimes and the difficulty victims face in filing FIRs and

recovering money.
« Government's Focus:
» Part of the Digital India initiative to enhance cybersecurity and public safety.
* Policy Alignment:

* The initiative aligns with the Home Ministry's focus on strengthening cybercrime reporting and

criminal tracking.



5. Technological Integration:

 Key Technologies Involved:
 Automated FIR system
» Data sharing between 14C, Delhi Police, and NCRB
» Real-time data processing
e Cybercrime Helpline:
* Victims can report via 1930 or cybercrime.gov.in.
 Data Monitoring:

» Centralized data handling for faster case resolution.
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Olive Ridley turtles
rotected under

‘Operation Olivia’

n lakh Conuu(x@d
6G.98
e,
6B
Indian Coast Guard aimed at ensuring safe
T
e

THE2M@&&s HINDU

Fine collected from Number of child
ople spitting in labourers identified in

stations

in T Lakh. The Eastern Raitway
32 {ER) has collected over T32
Iakh in fines from people
SPILN In rastwary SEALONS in the first three
months of this year, an official said. A total
©of 31,576 individuais were penalised for
spitting and Bttering from January to
March 2025 across the ER network. =n

U.P. from 2017-25

10,3

ermment has launched a State-wide

labour by 2027. Between 2017
2024-25, a3 mary as 12,426 child labourers
have been rehabilitated educationally. =

The Uttar
Pradesh

at eradgicating child

People who have fled
the insurgency-hit
town in N

people have fled the Marte town following
Increasing attacks by Islamist militants in
Nigeria's northeastern Borno state, its
governor said, four years after residents
returned 1o the town. reuress

ax
least
20,000

Number of persons
killed in Balochistan
bomb blast

A bomb exploded near a mariet in
Pakistan's restive Balochistan
province, katling four people and

snjuring 20 others, according to a media

repor on Monday. Several shops

collapsed, and fires e

pted in multiple
following the on
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The ongoing oil price tensions

Global oil demand is approaching a plateau, with the International Energy Agency expecting it to grow only by 0.73% in

despite sharply lower prices. The ‘peak

demand theory does not appear as outlandish now as it did two years ago when the Agency predicted that global oil consumption would ak before 2030
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Surps
ssed the weeks of its
run-up skirmishes but also the bugle of
war, when on m, tion of
the Petr: Exportis ng Countries Plus
(OPhcn deciaed goal
collective output e ot

that the oil cartel decided o raise crude
pmdumm, cumulatively undoing the
000 bpd or nearly half of the 2.2

increase global oil prices in an
oversupplied market. There are hints that
the full 2.2 million bpd cut would be
unwound by October 2025. Though the
announced produsction rise was less than
half a per cent of dail

Us.- opgap trade deal and reports
of stalemate in the U.S.-iran nuclear talks.

Saudi’s strategy
The ofl market o still gutted and crude

mark OPEC+ almed for. Why, tl 3
has this 23-me producer clique
d se its tactic from

When even this move did not shore up
the ofl price, a further “voluntary™ cut of

cuts, got
Increaslngiy An[urlzled hvy endemic iy

exports by major oil producers such as
Russia, Iran and Venezuela are currenty
hobbled by U.S. sanctions
wiiich may not last long

he global ofl demand is appcmhug a
plamau and the International Ene:
Agency (IEA) expects it to grow onlyby
0.73% in 2025 despite sharply lower
prices. The controversial “peak delnand"
theory does not appear as outlandish
as ke did only two years ago wher when he TEA

The UAE and Nigeria. The Kingdom. ofteh

( con
Rould peak before 2030, The signs m that
are — from the gl

Aview of Aramco’s oil field in the Empty Quarter, Shaybah, Saudi Arabia, in January 2024. RLUTIRS

the biggest producers as well as the full

rollout of Mr. Trump's ~Drill, Baby, Drill~

campalgn. Last, but not least, the move
intend,

probably
for President Trump's high-pr
onit 10 the Ringdams with ALSaad wishing

0 be seen as heeding Mr. Trump's call for
lower cil prices to help contain U.S.
domestic nflation despite his higher
Emport tariffs hurting consumers. With
defence guarantees, a ar agreement
and over $100 billion in American
weapon sales lined up, the Saudis have a
ot to gain from the U.S. President’s
successful visit.

ct on India
Alzhnuyn the Iow-unensntyod ey
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©n May 3. the Organizstion of
the Petrolewm Exporting
Countries Plus (OPEC=)

from next month (June).
-~

Though the announced
producticn rise was less than
Pt a per cent of global daily
Pproduction, the oil market was,
saimq that the Brent crude
almost 2%

wars d.o. itis a.rgu:bly vl
gonsequentlal. It s particularly rue for
India, the world's third largest crad
importer, which shelied out $157 biflion in
2024-25 for crude. India’s crude demand

predicted that in 2025, nearly a quarter of
global crude consum) would

come from India. Even fumm- down the
Eine, india’s ol demand is

tobe the single hwgasx driver for

o the g e

of non-i
engine vehicles, pan‘lcularly in China, the
largest ofl importer, and growing climate
change mitigation. These
projections are likely to be further

the

by the huge
ULS. President Trump's tariff

impose
dudpune among its pee:
Prices to retun o Riyadh's desired levels.
w, when repeated pleas failed
su)p procucars, and when Saudi
Arabia’s average production fell below
nine million bpd in 2024, &s lowest level
since 2011, Riyadh decided to repeat the
playbook: an ofl price war in the guise of
of

1D era.
ite the expectation of a quick

production cuts.

und, post.
recovery was mostly K-shaped leading to
emic lemand.

war. The S&P Global agency lowered its.

annual decline in world trade in 2025
unless other influences intervene. The
aforementioned bearish factors can
create an inelastic situation causing oil
prices to not return to previous levels
even :z(du supply-side iImpetuses are
begets !he

Al
question: why has Riyadh picked this
mnmttomﬂezshmnuwu"'rom

o potitical s o
begin with. faced with the

mho..g-wemynabeammzmvm

the oil war, we have high
ollar dectine in oll price dulg an

ly $1.5 hll'h
revenue hurts

several ways. It causes a
economic

mbound
crude prices also affect the value of our

long-term prospects of a buye:

for the forcseeable fumre Saudi Arabia
may be trying to frontioad and maximise
their ofl revenue. They may also

aiming at positioning themselves at the
lower end of the ol price spectrum in

an ana growth in oll & unique and different To
vere begin with, thia time tha Saudis do not

to ramp up their outputs to make up for ha“e the usual deep pockets needed to

o vereba s o &1 moe help that revail. The ofl markes & more

sever. moducers. from the Shale Pragmented with large flocks of

oilers to non-OPECs tigh Capex has

Brazil and Guyana, also \umm a plece of | been sunk in ultra-deep offshore fields

the shrunken deman square and other difficult geographies which

circle, OPEC+ decided to take a need even at costs,

production cut of five million bpd, nearly | to avold adverse policical and

10% of its fotal pre-pandemic outpus consequences. Moreover, the crude

cm

of being
from Iran, Russia and Venezuela, three of

million of our es, many of whom
lose their jobs. The 1
les in a mix remittances, estimated at over $50 billion,
may suffer, hurting our balance of
of the of
rs” market the oil war, unless we find a new

ongoing
set of drivers to replace hydrocarbons,

ident of

o ST Gareat; the et
snce

K-shaped leading to an
ansemnic growth in oil demand.
Meanwhile. od producers were

ther
outputs 1o make up for lost
reverme.




NEWS IN NUMBERS

Olive Ridley turtles

protected under

‘Operation Olivia’
annually from

6.98 November to May,

‘Operation Olivia’ is an initiative of the
Indian Coast Guard aimed at ensuring safe
nesting grounds for the turtles, particularly
at Gahirmatha Beach and surrounding
coastal areas of Odisha. eri

In lakh. Conducted
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Myvntra enters Singapore,
yes 6.5 lakh Indian dias

ra

Mynra, a fashion, beauty and lifestyle
platform in

Bengaluru, on Monday announced its foray into

further said that the platform had already been
witnessing notable ‘organic traffic’ to the tne of
more than 30,000 users from Singapore.

Nissan Motor India denies
reports on plant closure

Nissan Motor India has dened reports on
potential closure of certain plants in India,
“Ni

Fefning them ‘speculative’.

ssan remains

committed to ts India operations, dealers,
partners, and customers,” said a company
spokesperson. ~Regarding the recent reports on

potential
to clarify that

It
based on any official mformation of the
the said

Apex court refuses
to entertain telcos’
pleas for AGR relief

NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court

com majors Bharti Alrtel,
Vodafone idea and Tata Te-
leservices for relief in the
payments of their adjusted
gross  revenue SR
lisbilities.

A Bench of Justices J.B.
Pardiwala and R. Mahade-
van termed the petitions
“misconcefved "

The telcos had wanted
relief in the payment of
their interest on the dues,
pelul() and interest on the

enalty. They appealed to
The SCs serse of equity,
saying they were wi
severe financial strain ow-
ing to a series of court rul-

Fair chance: The telecom sector had
ibsralised mode of payment, the 2015 verdict read. P11

cants

of Telecom's (Do) move to
recover AGR dues to the
tune of about 92,000
crore from them.

The October 2019 ver-
dict had said the telecom
sector ng e
fruits of the Centre’s liber-
alised mode of payment by

evenue sharing regime

SEBI unveils norms to set up
internal audit panel for MIIs
‘The Securities and Exchange Board of India

(SEBD has listed guidelines for market
Infrastructure insinuions GMlls) o set up an

Internal audir col

ording to a circular

mmittee,
- SEBI said the andit would be on

three verticats and sist

approval from the internal audit committee.

f the

Govt. tweaks import
rules on certain
gold, silver products

NEW DELHI

As part of an overall effort
to bring in greater consis-
tency between import ta-

S
MNew rules smed st ensuring

some silver products that
were earlier freely

not pay the licence fee to

According to the new
restrictions, Imports

agencies
nominated by either the
Reserve Bank of India or
the government, qualified
Jewellers, and particular

under

a
SETTYIMAGESNSTOCKPHOTO

banks, or nominated by
the DGFT, or by qualified
jewellers as notified by the

International  Financial
Services Centres Authority
and only through the Indi

quota (TRQ) holders under
the India-UAE FTA.

the other hand, the
import of unwrought, se-

ers
the lndAaAJAl-_ free wrade

ings on AGR over the years.  with the government. Un-  TSPs had moved a curative
The ghta der this the petition alleging errors in
waiver of operaiors had 1o pay d cer-  computstion of AGR dues.
240,000 crore in labilities in licensing fee and spec- “This was despite a July
Telaied 16 the ACK. Invol.  enim wmage foe 0 the DOT. 2020 arder, had
ing the fundamental right  The DoT thefee  that filed
Jity under Article 14 asa percentage of the AGR.  the telecom majors to “cor-
of the Constitution to af- The dispute berween rect” math mistakes,
ford all players an equal private telecom players which at “first blush™ look
gpportunity and level  and the government over ", was -
id. The companies had  the calculation of the AGR  dabout way fo recompute
argued that waiver was the  has spanned two dec: their AGR debts — a path

need of the hour to ensure
the stability of the sector.
in September last year,
pex court had dismis-
Sed curative petitions filed
by the telecom service pro-
viders (TSPs) against an
October 2019 judgment
upholding the Department

in spite of the financial
nefits of the package start-
ed to ensure that they do

calculations made by the
Union of India”™.

Thles were notfed by the
Directorate General of Fo-
reign Trade (DGFT) on

y as a modification

When it comes to gold,
several items that earlier

ed by agencies nominated
by the RBL in the case of

or pow-
dered silver in bar form,
which used to be freely im-
portable, will now be “sub-
Ject to RBI regulation”.

According to 2 note by
the Global Trade Research
Initiative these
change: ten-

(GTRD,

alignment with the chang-
ade in Budget 2025 to

enhance the
in the import of precious
taks.

met

“Separate codes for gold
and silver ore help cus-
toms track semi-processed
fos metals,
which are sometimes used
to bypass higher duties on
refined gold and silver,” the
GTRI N

+ Govt. opposes

Celebi plea on
security nod
revocation

NEW DELHI

Celebi Airport Services In-
dia Pvt. Ltd. and another
associated firm
the Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security's decision to re-
voke security dlearances.
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the
Centre, submitted that the
revocation was a national

ity measure on
specific intelligence inputs.
1 am saying this is a na-

The case is scheduled to
be heard on May 21.

RBI revises draft on
REs’ AIF investments

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) issued revised draft
directions on_investmen

Ry

Funds (AIFs) after observ-
ing is regulatory steps
brought fnancial disci-
pline among REs concern-
ing investments in AIFs.

respect to investors and in-
wvestments of AIFs.
per the draft, a

RE's conrllbudon to any

AIF scheme will be capped
at 10% of corpus and col-
lectively a ceiling of 15%
will apply for investment
by all RES in AIF scheme.

RE's contribution to AIF scheme
to be capped at 10% of corpus.

There will be no curbs
on RE mvestments up to
5% of the AIF corpus.

if the RE investment ex-

quired to make 100% pro-
visions to the extent of its
proportionate exposure.

Climate of change

Mayriadier has uprocted his vines to piant aloe vera because his plots are sufferng from 2 lack of water due

Adapting to nature: A farmer harvests alce vera flowers planted by winegrower Laurent Maynadser, in Fitou southwestern France. Laurent

NSDL reduces —+

IPO size to
5 crore shares
from 5.7 crore

neuMBAL

NSDL has reduced its in-
itial public offering (IPO)
from 5.7 crore to five crore
equity shares, according to
revislons to the prospectus
filed wid

ministrator of the Specified
Undertaking of the Unit
Trust of India would dilute

pect
rules prohibit an entity
from owning more than
15% stake in any market in-

New barcodes to go
live from 2027: GS1

MUMBAL

xt-generation QR

bring in more transparen-
ey, traceability and to pro-

ing in Australia,
codes will be rolled out in
india depending on the
preparedness of manufac-
B et et 1 oo
the new generation

Parcoaes in thelr products,

top GSI executives.

“As far as India is con-
cerned, 2027 is an ambl-
ter an t e foiea rataflars

The QR codes are currently
being tested in three countries.

“What we do is for re-
tail, we will have a period
where you find on the

package both traditional 1i-
neal barcode and QR code.
So, it will ensure for certain
period of time, even if the
retailer hasn't upgraded
point of sale, you can sell

and
reach that,” said S. Swami.
nathan,

t you will al the be-
Ton of e QR code with
n=

more infor
p ]

Reliance Power signs pact
with Bhutan’s Green Digital

SeumMBAL

Reliance Power Lid. said it
signed a commercial term
sheet for long-term power
pus agreement (PPA)
with Green Digital Private
Ltd_ (GDL), owned by Druk
Holding and Investments
Ltd. (DHD, the Inveslnlenl
arm of the Royal Govern-
ment of Bhutan.

Reliance Power and DHI
will jointly develop Bhu-
easis; acgase ‘solar. power
project through a

ent largest
ate sector forelgn direct in-

The project entails a capitsl
outizy of up to €2,000 crore.

vestment (I'DD in Bhutan's
solar energy 0 date.
je(( wm be im-
plﬂnenmd in tranches ov-
er the next 24 months,
closely aligned with Bhu-
tan's sustainability frame-
work, and broader region-
alenergy nsttion agenda
South Asia.

In October 2024, Re-
liance Enterprises, pro-
moted by Reliance Power
Lad. and Reliance Infras.

initiated

Floiding and Investments

CDTL to sell
Magnasoft
stake for
X23.56 crore

BENGALURU

Coffee Day Enterprises
Lid. said, the Coffee Day
Trading Ld. (COTL), a ma-

Lxd. to develop solar and | terial subsidiary the
projects in w

tan. sell its investment in Mag-

As part of the pact, Re- | n. Consulting  India
lance Enterprises and | Private Lid. (MCIPL) for an

Druk Holding and Invest-
ments Lrd. will jointly de-
velop the SO0 MW solar
power project. The part-
nership also entails execu-
tion and long-term opera-
tion of 770 MW
Chamkharchhu-l hydroe-
leceric project, a run-of-riv-
et structured under a

term concession mo-
del <], aligned with Bhutan's

ational energy strategy.

ageregate consideration of
223.56 crore.
As per a filing. CDTLs

Gold bounces on cut
in Moody’s US. rating

MUMBAL

*s downgrade of U.S.
credit rating has given a
breather to gold prices
rhich rebounded 2 bik fol-

lowing cor
woricaly  high Ao o
21,00,000/10 gm or more

federsl budge: defick and a
natlonal - detn._shae
rillion.

e Gold extended its Te-

economic ou
and facal stability P
ing credit downgrade re-

newed safe haven bids.”
COMEX Gold fell to a
one-month low of $3.123
per ounce last week, a
Fharp 4% weekly Joss and
the

Investment comprises | roseto t93.78S on worst performance of

2,61,85,728 equity shares “hainwala, AVP-  year on easing geopolitical

held in MCIPL, represent- | commodity research, Ko- tensions and improving
9%, of ak said goid re-

in MC"’L. Its equity, at a bounded late Friday to “Focus durlng the week

price of € per share for an | close the week at $5,187  will be on U.S. data on ma

aggregate consideration of | per ounce,

223.56 crore, will be sold to e Aowntade of the  and” houstae. dota said

1nnovic amgemem ser-
vices Private Lid.

U.S. credit rating from Aaa
to Aal, citing ballooning

Pranav Mer of JM Financial
Services Lid.

amx




Reliance Power signs pact
with Bhutan’s Green Digital

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

Reliance Power Ltd. said it
signed a commercial term
sheet for long-term power
purchase agreement (PPA)
with Green Digital Private
Ltd. (GDL), owned by Druk
Holding and Investments
Ltd. (DHI), the investment
arm of the Royal Govern-
ment of Bhutan.

Reliance Power and DHI
will jointly develop Bhu-
tan’s largest solar power
project through a 50:50
venture, with an installed
capacity of 500 MW. The
project entails a capital
outlay of up to 32,000
crore under Build-Own-
Operate (BOO) model, re-
presenting the largest priv-
ate sector foreign direct in-

The project entails a capital
outlay of up to 32,000 crore.

vestment (FDI) in Bhutan’s
solar energy sector to date.

The project will be im-
plemented in tranches ov-
er the next 24 months,
closely aligned with Bhu-
tan’s sustainability frame-
work, and broader region-
al energy transition agenda
across South Asia.

In October 2024, Re-
liance Enterprises, pro-
moted by Reliance Power
Ltd. and Reliance Infras-
tructure Ltd., initiated
partnership with Druk
Holding and Investments
Ltd. to develop solar and
hydropower projects in
Bhutan.

As part of the pact, Re-
liance Enterprises and
Druk Holding and Invest-
ments Ltd. will jointly de-
velop the 500 MW solar
power project. The part-
nership also entails execu-
tion and long-term opera-
tion of 770 MW
Chamkharchhu-I hydroe-
lectric project, a run-of-riv-
er asset structured under a
long-term concession mo-
del, aligned with Bhutan’s
national energy strategy.

R 1 |




e Partnership Announcement:

» Reliance Power Ltd. signed a commercial term sheet for a long-term power purchase

agreement (PPA) with Green Digital Private Ltd. (GDL).
* Involved Parties:

» Green Digital Pvt. Ltd. (GDL): Owned by Druk Holding and Investments Ltd. (DHI), the

iInvestment arm of the Royal Government of Bhutan.

» Reliance Enterprises: Promoted by Reliance Power Ltd. and Reliance Infrastructure Ltd.



. Project Details:

* Project Scope:
» Jointly develop Bhutan's largest solar power project with an installed capacity of 500 MW.
« Capital Outlay:
« Upto T2,000 crore under the Build-Own-Operate (BOO) model.
» Project Implementation:
 Timeline: To be completed in 24 months.
e Execution Model: Implemented in tranches.
» Significance:
» Represents the largest private sector FDI in Bhutan’s solar energy sector.
 Energy Strategy:

« Aligned with Bhutan's sustainability framework and the broader regional energy transition

agenda across South Asia.



3. Historical and Geographical Context:

» Historical Partnership:

* In October 2024, Reliance Enterprises partnered with DHI to develop solar and hydropower

projects.
» Hydroelectric Project:
 Chamkharchhu-I (770 MW):
* A run-of-river asset structured under a long-term concession model.
» Aligned with Bhutan's national energy strategy.
 Bhutan’'s Renewable Energy Vision:

 Hydropower Dominance: Bhutan is known for hydropower exports to India, contributing

significantly to its GDP.

» Sustainability Focus: Incorporating solar energy as part of a diversified energy mix.



4. Economic Impact:

e FDI and Investment:

e The 2,000 crore investment marks a major private sector FDI in Bhutan.
e Energy Security:

» Supports regional energy security by leveraging Bhutan's hydropower potential.
* Job Creation:

» Likely to generate employment during construction and operation phases.



5. Significance for India:

« Strengthening Ties:

« The project reflects strong bilateral relations between India and Bhutan.
e Green Energy Push:

» Supports India’'s green energy goals by enhancing cross-border renewable energy trade.
« Strategic Importance:

» Strengthens India’s position in South Asia’s energy landscape.



Hydropower

Cooperation

Military Cooperation

Security and Strategic

Ties

Cultural Ties

Educational and Social

Exchange

- Major source of revenue for Bhutan.
- Projects: Chukha (336 MW), Kurichhu (60 MW), Tala (1020 MW), Mangdechhu (720
MW).

- Bhutan exports surplus electricity to India.

- Indian Military Training Team (IMTRAT) stationed in Bhutan.

- Regular bilateral military exercises like "IMBAX".

- Coordination on border management and security issues.

- Close cooperation during the Doklam standoff (2017).

- Shared cultural and historical links through Buddhism.

- Regular cultural exchange programs.

- India provides scholarships for Bhutanese students.
- Institutions like the Royal Bhutan University have academic ties with Indian

universities.



New barcodes to go
live from 2027: GS1

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

The next-generation QR
Codes will be introduced
by GSl, a global standards
organisation, from 2027 to
bring in more transparen-
cy, traceability and to pro-
tect consumer interest.
Currently being tested
in three countries, includ-
ing in Australia, the QR
codes will be rolled out in
India depending on the
preparedness of manufac-
turers who need to incor-
porate the new generation
barcodes in their products,
said top GSl1 executives.
“As far as India is con-
cerned, 2027 is an ambi-
tion and we invite retailers
and manufacturers to
reach that,” said S. Swami-
nathan, CEO, GS1 India.

The QR codes are currently
being tested in three countries.

“What we do is for re-
tail, we will have a period
where you find on the
package both traditional li-
neal barcode and QR code.
So, it will ensure for certain
period of time, even if the
retailer hasn’t upgraded
point of sale, you can sell
but you will also get the be-
nefit of the QR code with
more information.”




Traffic finesworth
12,000 crslapped
in’24,75% unpaid

NITIN KUMAR
New Delhi, May 19

OVER %12,000 CRORE worth
of traffic fineswere issued across
Indiain 2024,butnearly¥9,000
crore—a staggering 75% of the
total—remained unpaid,
according to the latest challan
report by autotech firm Cars24
Titled ‘The Great Indian
Challan Crisis’, the report high-
lights that over 80 million chal-
lans were issued last year, with
almost every second vehicle on
the road fined at least once. Of
these, 55% were issued to four-
wheelers, while the remaining
45% were to two-wheelers.
This distribution highlights
how violations occur across all
types of vehicles, cities, and
income groups.It shows that no
single category is solely respon-
sible,and the problem is wide-
spread. Despite the presence of
stringent regulations, enforce-
mentremainsweak,resultingin
persistent non-compliance.
“Thedata points toa system
where penalties exist on paper,
but deterrence remains weak.

CHALLAN CRISIS

Major traffic offences
in India during 2024

Violation type

Speeding

~j seatbelt non-
compliance

19-

Signal jumping | Obstructive
&wrong-side | parking

18, 1k

Source: Cars24

12,000 crore is a mirror that
reflects on how often and easily
trafficlawsare brokenacross the
country,” Cars24 said.




' 1/ S Aslice of life in numbers

MP’s at level of sub-Saharan Africa,
while Kerala is better than US

Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) is the number of deaths of children
below one year per 1,000 live births. It's an indicator of challenges of
poverty, sanitation, nutrition, healthcare and education in a society

IMR Rural IMR Urban
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Nicaragua Withdrawal from
UNESCO
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Nicaragua's UNESCO Withdrawal Timeline

(1945 ) (1997 ) ( 2019 ) (2022 )

AW/
UNESCO founded UNESCO/Guillermo Myanmar journalists Belarus' top
Cano World Press Kyaw Soe Oo and independent
Freedom Prize Wa Lone awarded journalists' group

established awarded



Top Press Freedom Advocates

d 3 D

Belarus' Top
Independent
Journalists' Group

Belarusian group
honored for press
freedom efforts in 2022.




e UNESCO/Guillermo Cano World Press Freedom Prize: It was established in 1997 and
is the UN’s only journalism award, presented every year on 3rd May, World Press
Freedom Day.

e Named after Colombian journalist Guillermo Cano, it honors individuals or
organizations for their contributions to press freedom.

e Past recipients include Myanmar journalists Kyaw Soe Oo and Wa Lone (2019)
and Belarus' top independent journalists’ group (2022).

o UNESCO: UNESCO is a United Nations (UN) agency, founded
in 1945 and headquartered in Paris.

e |t aims to foster peace and equality by promoting education, science, culture,
and communication through global cooperation and standard-setting.

e Nicaragua:

e Location: Largest country in Central America, bordered by Honduras (north),
Costa Rica (south), Pacific Ocean (west), Caribbean Sea [east).

e History: Colonized by both Spain and Britain, gained independence in 1821,
became fully independent in 1838 after briefly joining the Central American
Federation.

¢ Population: Predominantly mestizo ethnic group [mixed Indigenous and
European ancestry).



Govt. to Allow Private Operators in Nuclear
Energy Sector



Atomic Energy Sector Amendments

/
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Crucial
Amendments

Government is likely

to move two crucial

amendments in the
laws.

\/

IL

Monsoon
Session

Amendments will be
moved in the
upcoming monsoon
session of
Parliament.

\/



Comparison of Nuclear Law Amendments

Allow private/foreign
players

Qﬂ Objective Limit vendor liability




Opening India's Nuclear Sector

Government-
Owned Entities Amend Atomic  Attract Foreign Unlock Indo- Private Sector
Only Energy Act Investment US Agreement Participation
Limited nuclear energy Allow private sector Reduce liability Promote trade and Increased nuclear

generation involvement concerns investment energy generation




U.S. Authorization Paves Way for Indian Nuclear

Advancement

Now

Holtec can transfer SMR
technology to Indian
partners
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Recently

U.S. Department of
Energy grants Holtec
authorization

Future

India positions to co-
develop and
manufacture nuclear
components



India's Nuclear Energy Expansion Journey

(2030 ) (203132 ) (2047 )

Baseline year for Achieve 50% non- Increase nuclear Achieve 100 GW
emission intensity fossil fuel capacity capacity to 22,480 nuclear capacity
reduction and 44% emission MW

reduction
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Word of the day

Melange:
a motley assortment of things

Synonyms: farrago, hotchpotch,
mishmash, odds and ends, ragbag

Usa g€ As the novel progresses, it turns into
a melange of mystery, horror, romance,
science-fiction, and conspiracy.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/mela ngepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /malanz/, /mer-/, /-lands/




Thank you
guys.




