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“You're not tired of
studying—you’re tired of
not believing in yourselt.”
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Work to make India
a drone hub: Rajnath
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Education Bill

is ‘constitutional
overreach’: Cong.

NEW DELIT
The proposed Wit Bharat
Shiksha Adbishthan Bill, 2025
%0 restructure the regulat
Ssmeior) of figher edication
represents constitution:

overreach by the oy
Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh said. » PAGE 4

P
crtical of the govemment
recetved an emall from the
plstform, teling them that
their accounts were now
withneld in Incia. » PAGE &

Israel won’t hit Iran gas facility again: Trump

Trump distances U.S. from Israeli strike on South

Pars gas field after Iran attacks on i

Stanly lohny

istancing himself

President Donald Trump
on Thursday said Tel Aviv
would not target the -ex-
tremely important and va-
luable” site again and
warned Tehran against at-
tacking Qatar’s  energy
facilicies.

His remarks came after
tran launched missile at-
tacks at energy facilities in
Qatar, Saudi Arabia. the
United Arab Emirates and
israel, following Israeli air
strikes that caused fire at

rs in Iran's south-
rn Buthehr province, one
of the largest known gas
fields in the world.

“Israel, out of anger
what has taken place in the
Middle East, has violently
lashed out at South Pars
Gas Field in Iran. A rela-
tively small section of the

United States knew noth-
al

s at.
tack, and the country of

r.
“Unfortunately, iran did

low
entirety of the South Pars
Gas Field~
American media quoted
Israeli officials as saying
that the U.S. was informed

cture

warns

‘Tehran says it is ready to exercise restraint but
of ion if facili

are

again

Qata

Pars strike. South Pars is
part of an offshore gas re-
servoir in the Persian Gulf

shared by Qatar and [ran.
The Qatarl side calls It the
North Fleld

tran  on Wednesday
evening said it targeted
energy facilities in Qatar,
the UAE, Saud! Arabia and

ot wich hantes roughiy 20% of the global LNG ?!pov“ <ame under attack. FLE PHOTO

at South Pars came under
attack.

‘Qatar's state-run energy
firm

Industrial Cicy, one of the
most critical energy hubs
in the world which handles
Toughly 20% of the global

LNG exports, came under
attack. On Thursday, it said

several of the company’s
LNG facilities were hit by
iranian missiles, causing
“extensive damage™.

The UA!

near the Saudi capital RI-
dh were also targeted

Iranian projectiles. Saudi
abia’s Defence M

said a drone crashed into

the Samref refinery in the

Red Sea port of Yanbu. In

Kuwait, drone attacks

fineries.
Israeli media reported
on mursaay that an ofl re

northern port
o Halta was hie. Jmag:
C2%Fa thick plume

smoke

prices surged on
Thursday, with the bench-
mark Brent crude topping
sus.
The irankn auacks

UAE
erations at Abu Dhabrs
gas facilicy after
authorities said debri
intercepted missiles I‘ell on
the site. The Bab oll field in

calation and a violation or

‘The UAE’s Habshan facility, Qatar’s Ras Laffan,
and Saudi Arabia’s Samref refine:

ry were hit

protect its soverelgnty and
national r and

ity ataché at the (Iranian]
embassy [in Dohal, in addi-
tion to the staff of the two
a:u:ha offices “persona

grat. asked
thein to leave the country

within 24 hours.
Later in the day, Iran's
Abbas

attacked

Etion> he wrote in a social
edia post

international law~, m 7o restral
UAE's Fol if our

in a statement. ~The UAE  struck again, Any end to
Teservesits full right totake  this war must address dam-

whole has been hit. The inadvanceaboutthe South  Israel after several phases the Emirate and a leﬁnery all necessary measures to  age to our civillan sites.”
T Hcsctedeadline | Festive fervour FTA talks with | Stock markets crash
excise policy case Israel, GCC &= =
W prL countries may | OVer 3% as oil price

+gh Court an Wednesday
ranted time th Aprl 2 to AP
Ieader Anvind Kejriwal and 21

made aganst the agency by a
court while discharging the
acused in the Delhi liquor
Ppolicy case. » PAGE 2

24 States and UTs
earmark funds
for jobs scheme
NEW DELI

With the Centre yet to notify
the formula for determining.
allocations under the V8-G.
RAM G Act, 2025, at least 24
States 2nd Union Territories
have earmarked funds for the
Pprogramme. » PAGE &

Fresh start: A woman in traditional attire takes partin the Guek Pada procession ta mark the Marathi New Year at Girgaon in Mumibai on

Thursday, EMUANUAL YOG

Iran creating an approval process for allowing
ships through Hormuz Strait: intelligence firm

Suhasini Haidar

iran is purting cogether an
roval pre for allow-

List Intelligence (LLD.
markime data and ftailk

security.

Richard &lexde the e
tor-in-chief of Lloyd's List
1ncelligence, told The Hin-
du that India’s LPG carrier
Shivalik took “an unusual
route” by travelling
through lran's territorial
waters before exiting the

oM g

LPG <

strait. “Automatic identifi-

trans Larak
through franian territorial
watses 8 TRCC Naeysrid

port authority could asses:
Fistial confirmation of the

rier Shivolk
through iram's temiborial wakers Bafors mmr‘m Strait. REUTERS.

identity of the vessel” Mr.
said.

L1l has reported that
nine ships have exited
through Iran's supposedly
safe corrsdor and at least
one tanker was allowed to
pass through for payment
of $2 million to fran.

Reliable sources in In-

dia, meanwhile, said that
‘with the situation in West
Asla 0 .
Indian ships stuck in the
Strait of Hormuz for more

weeks have been
asked to “stay put” for
now. The process for In-
dian ships and others has
been paused after the Is-
raeli strikes on fran's lar-
Ids at South

M’l alnvu“dnll
ch 12, after Prime
Mws(er Naren.dra Modi
spoke to Iran’s President
Masoud Pezeshkian, offi-
clals said they began talks
on 24 then s
to the west of Hormuz.
Iran said they would allow
Indian  ships along
with those of a few other
countries to pass the strait.

hat were al-

Iran’s Foreign Ministe)
Abbas Araghchi had said
during the start of the
week that the Strait of Hor-
muz remains operational
but Iran will not permit
vessels linked to the US.
and tsrael to pass

be delayed

spikes to $114 a barrel

T.C.A. Sharad
NEW DELHI

The ongoing conflict in

merce Minist 5
The FTA Mlh (he Ul K

however, could

mented by May 1, b andihe

trade agreement with the

European Union could be

ratified by the European

Market meltdown

BSE Senses rmgstered o massive

3.26% drop. 4 look 3 commodeyoatse
performance

2.
T~ ComumerGoods | e
6%~ _resrhcarm ST
9% _ _Oiland gas 27
AN Ereczy EREUS

Pomer LeTe
Tos soupce g5t woth

MUMBAL

Indian stock markets expe-
rienced ameltdown, crash-

Asta led gold wmbling 3%

hawkish stance, with any

potential e: now con-

tingent on clear signs of
flation,” sai

FTA negotiations with
the GCC countries — Bah-
rain, , Oman, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia, and the Unit
ed Arab Emirates (UAE) —
were launched on Febru-
ary 24

The same month, bet-
ween February 23-26, In-
dia and Israel also held the
first round of negotiations
for a bilateral FTA.

implementation of
shoul

Day s gt ety

*The tndia-U.K. Compre-
hensive Economic _and
Trade Agreement (CETA)
was_signed on July 24,

kets crashed over 5% in a

session.
This is also the fifth in-
when

of 22,930.35

were levels that markets
were . mid
2024. The sudden shump
towards the final trading
hours was due to soaring
Brent crude futures price

preciating to 2 new low of
292.89 a dollar.

All the 21 sectoral indic-
o= veerw clerws ey, Nifty
Auto down more than 4

Increasing risk of lnﬂa-
ton due to the war in West

Commaodity Research, Ko-
tak Securities.
Markets witnessed the

Federal Reserve — held in-
terest rates steady ranging

3.5% and 3.75%,
stgnalling higher inflation
could stymie further rate
cuts in 2026. But a rate
hike by the LS. Fed would

rican markets

e artractive for forelgn
funds, their
clurren: exit from the -
dian marl

T
“Given the intensifying

tensions around energy in-
frastructure in West Asia,
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Israel won't hit Iran gas facility again: Trump

Trump distances U.S. from Israeli strike on South
Pars gas field after Iran attacks on infrastructure

Stanly Johny

istancing himself
l’ from an Israeli
strike on Iran’s

South Pars gas field, U.S.
President Donald Trump
on Thursday said Tel Aviv
would not target the “ex-
tremely important and va-
luable” site again and
warned Tehran against at-
tacking Qatar’s energy
facilities.

His remarks came after
Iran launched missile at-
tacks at energy facilities in
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the
United Arab Emirates and
Israel, following Israeli air
strikes that caused fire at
South Pars in Iran’s south-
ern Bushehr province, one
of the largest known gas
fields in the world.

“Israel, out of anger for
what has taken place in the
Middle East, has violently
lashed out at South Pars
Gas Field in Iran. A rela-
tively small section of the
whole has been hit. The

United States knew noth-
ing about this particular at-
tack, and the country of
Qatar was in no way,
shape, or form, involved
with it, nor did it have any
idea that it was going to
happen,” Mr. Trump wrote
in a social media post.

“Unfortunately, Iran did
not know this, or any of the
pertinent facts pertaining
to the South Pars attack,
and unjustifiably and un-
fairly attacked a portion of
Qatar’s LNG Gas facility,”
he added. “No more at-
tacks will be made by Israel
pertaining to this extreme-
ly important and valuable
South Pars Field unless
Iran unwisely decides to at-
tack a very innocent, in
this case, Qatar - In which
instance the United States
will massively blow up the
entirety of the South Pars
Gas Field.”

American media quoted
Israeli officials as saying
that the U.S. was informed
in advance about the South

Tehran says it is ready to exercise restraint but
warns of escalation if facilities are attacked again

world which handles roughly 20% of the global LNG exports, came under attack. FILE PHOTO

Pars strike. South Pars is
part of an offshore gas re-
servoir in the Persian Gulf
shared by Qatar and Iran.
The Qatari side calls it the
North Field.

Iran on Wednesday
evening said it targeted
energy facilities in Qatar,
the UAE, Saudi Arabia and
Israel after several phases

at South Pars came under
attack.

Qatar’s state-run energy
firm Qatar Energy said on
Wednesday its Ras Laffan
Industrial City, one of the
most critical energy hubs
in the world which handles
roughly 20% of the global
LNG exports, came under
attack. On Thursday, it said

several of the company’s
LNG facilities were hit by
Iranian missiles, causing
“extensive damage”.

The UAE suspended op-
erations at Abu Dhabi’s
Habshan gas facility after
authorities said debris of
intercepted missiles fell on
the site. The Bab oil field in
the Emirate and a refinery

near the Saudi capital Ri-
yadh were also targeted by
Iranian projectiles. Saudi
Arabia’s Defence Ministry
said a drone crashed into
the Samref refinery in the
Red Sea port of Yanbu. In
Kuwait, drone attacks
sparked fire Mina Abdullah
and Mina Al-Ahmadi
refineries.

Israeli media reported
on Thursday that an oil re-
finery in the northern port
city of Haifa was hit. Imag-
es of a thick plume of dark
smoke rising from the area
of the refinery also
emerged on the social
media.

Oil prices surged on
Thursday, with the bench-
mark Brent crude topping
$115.

The Iranian attacks
“constitute a dangerous es-
calation and a violation of
international law”, the
UAE’s Foreign Ministry said
in a statement. “The UAE
reserves its full right to take
all necessary measures to

The UAE’s Habshan facility, Qatar’s Ras Laffan,
and Saudi Arabia’s Samref refinery were hit

protect its sovereignty and
national security, and to sa-
feguard its national inter-
ests.” The Foreign Ministry
of Qatar declared “the mili-
tary attaché and the secur-
ity attaché at the [Iranian]
embassy [in Doha], in addi-
tion to the staff of the two
attaché offices ‘persona
non grata’,” and asked
them to leave the country
within 24 hours.

Later in the day, Iran’s
Foreign Minster Abbas
Araghchi signalled that
Iran was ready for restraint
but threatened to escalate
if its energy facilities were
attacked again.

“Our response to Israel’s
attack on our infrastruc-
ture employed fraction of
our power. The only rea-
son for restraint was res-
pect for requested de-esca-
lation,” he wrote in a social
media post. “Zero restraint
if our infrastructures are
struck again. Any end to
this war must address dam-
age to our civilian sites.”



e The U.S. distanced itself from Israel's reported strike on Iran’s South Pars gas field
IARBT A I & I3 IR 719 Bles TR SIRISA & gHA & G Bl AT fdsar

e Donald Trump stated Israel will not target the gas facility again
SHTeS ¢U A Bal fdh SoRISH QIR 1T JfALT TR HAAT &1 B

e |ran warned of escalation if its energy infrastructure is attacked again

&M A Aara & fas afg 3qaht a1t J=1 WR iR gHett g3n dt fRafd 3tk iz gnft

¢ 2. Background of Conflict | Sad & Uss¥fr

e Iran launched missile/drone attacks on energy facilities in Qatar, UAE, Saudi Arabia, and Israel

I A BeR, YTS, T3al 3R 3R SRS BI Hratt JfAem3ii iR gHa by

» |srael retaliated by targeting Iran’s South Pars gas field (Bushehr province)
ZSRISH 4 ST | 239 &P 13 Ui 717 Wieg &Y AT g4

e South Pars is one of the world's largest gas fields shared with Qatar

32 urf faeq &1 Je& 981 19 &= 8, {51 R &b J1el Jran o sirar 8




¢ 3. Strategic Importance of South Pars [ 3132 UR{ &I Hgd

e Located in Persian Gulf (shared between Iran & Qatar — Qatar calls it North Field)
BRY &) WSt 7 R (&34 3R BaR gRI AR — B 28 F1ef Bleg Bear )
 Contains ~20% of global natural gas reserves
fdea & @M 20% UTdhfdd 19 SR 5I7 &
e Critical for LNG exports, especially from Qatar

®aR &b LNG fFafd & fefg srcia Agayguf

¢ 4. Regional Impact [ &= Ta
e Energy hubs like Ras Laffan (Qatar), Habshan (UAE), Samref (Saudi Arabia) affected
I ABEME (BaR), IR (JUS), ARG (THa! 3R) 314 Hatl dog yIfdd
 UAE temporarily suspended operations at Habshan gas facility
TS A g9 719 Jfaen iR JATe 3RARA BY J AcpT
e OQil prices surged (Brent crude crossed ~$115/barrel)

ad &6t Hmdl 7 asf (S $3 ~$115 Ufd R T FTWR)




e U.S. denied prior knowledge and involvement
3MARPT A Uga A STHBR AT HIMERT A SAHBR

e [ran: Ready for restraint but warned of escalation
& TIH & AT IR A gead Jay & darat

e UAE: Called attacks violation of international law
JUE: 3 HARTSERI BIA BT Ioeie ddrl

e Qatar expelled Iranian diplomatic staff in protest

PR A farer & ST 3iferep1RA o fAsp1id fpar

¢ 6. Economic Impact / 3mfefes WG

e Disruption in global LNG supply chains
dfeads LNG 3mYfe jzaet & aren

* Energy security concerns in Europe and Asia
R 3R gfer # 3311 JRe faan

* Oil & gas price volatility affecting global inflation

e 3R 1 & Hmdl 7 Iar-Tera A dfeadw Agms wifad

@ 7. Geographical Facts [ ¥ilTiifeie dea
¢ South Pars/North Field located in Persian Gulf
132 URf/ATef Hles BRY ot et 7 e 8
e Bushehr province hosts major Iranian nuclear and gas facilities
G2IER Wid B €3 31 wigzg w3k A gfdend &
e Strait of Hormuz nearby - key global chokepoint

U A g STasH@HE — df2dd QIR &1 Hgaguf Anf



* Q. Consider the following statements:

* South Pars gas field is located entirely
within Iran.

* [t is one of the largest gas reserves in
the world.

e |t is shared between Iran and Qatar.
e Which of the statements are correct?

* (a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d)1,2and3
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Supreme Court
reserves verdict on
ambit of ‘industry’

W DELE

A nine-judge Bench of the
Supreme Court reserved

ent on Thursday on
whether educational insti-

the Industrial Dis

Rajappa. The 1978 jude-
ment had expanded the
definition of “industry” un-
der Section 2()) of the In-
duserlal Disputes Act, 1947.

t had inmo-
et t:rlple test and in-

cluded hospitals, educa
tonal instimtions  and
municipaliti uis-

es as ind
tries. States like Uttar Pra-

desh, Msharashira  and
Punjab, represented by Ad-
ditional Solicitor General

industry
with a remedy to ventilate
their grievances in relation
to falr wages, health

1y, oca )
security of employment
and challenge unfair_dis-

missals before a judicial
arity.

The 1978 judgment had
expanded the ambit of ‘in-
dustry’ to hold that any
systematic acsivity cwheth-
er or not for proity, includ-
ing charitable and govern-
ment-run services, were an
indusery if they met the pa-
rameters of a triple test.
The judgment was de
signed to  benefit em-
ployees to claim the status

Modi, Jaishankar call for
dialogue as strikes escalate

French President savs India and France are worl

Asia; recent attacks against energy i

NEW DELHI

ndia and France are
“working closely o
gether™ to de-escalate
tensions in  West Asia

Minister Narendra Modi on
Thursday, of many
calls that Mr. Modi and Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister s.
Jaishankar made to leaders
“worldwide.

As Lsragl and Iran both
swepped up amacks on
energy installations and
g2 fields across the Gulf

region,
Said this targening of chvl
lian astructure  was
eeply disturbing” and
unacceptabie, calling
‘them to sop.
in the past, New Delhi
had condermnned Iran's at-

and legal as in-
dustrial “workers'.

sising the need to avoid at-

dmualme

o reduce tensions in West

s are

“deeply di avs MEA

Frime has
acrass the Gulf states, Iran and lsrael and cther countries. FTI

h

n engaging all leaders
of the BRICS grouping that
it is charing this year, alth-
ough it has not been able to
craft a consensus state-
ment due to differences
between Iran and the UAE,

strikes on Iran as well as

New education Bill
is ‘constitutional

overreach

MEW DELHI

‘The proposed leglslation to

(VESA Bill, 2025, was in-

ut consule-
res, bureaucratises
education, and
hands over grantgiving
powers to the Education

tacking civillan infr
ture “across the

cross this
region are deeply disturb-
ing and only serve to furth-
er dest an already
uncertaln energy scenario
for the whole world,” the
Ministry of External AL
falrs” officlal spokesperson
kandhir Jaiswal said on
Thursday

Speaking to Sheikh Ta
mim bin Hamad Al Thani,
the Amix of Qatar, Mr. Modi
said Indla stands in solidas-
ity with Qatar, that suffered
major losses from the lra-
nian strikes on the Ras Laf-
fan  gas facility, and

tacks on the region’s ener-
£y infrastructure”

In a flurry of telephone
calls, the Prime Minister al-
so spoke 1o the leaders of
Jordan,  Malaysia  and
Oman. Since February 28,
M. Modi has spoken o his

Gulf states, Iran, and s
rael, and a number of

er leaders, and also with
U, sidl Donald
Trump.

Mr. Jaishankar met with
UAE Minister of State for
International Cooperation
Heem Al Hashimy, and
spake to Israch Foreign M
nister Gideon Saar over the
telephone. india has also

“BRIC:

Ministry that is controlled
by Congress
chief Jai-

: Cong.

creditation, and Standards
Councils will operate.

“This concerning news
comes at a when
there Is already a move to
restructure the architee
ture of higher education

through  the
ViiSA Bill, 2025 M. Ra-

s
and SC0 membership are
two different categories. 1f
ywu look at the members,
£.an answer as 1o
why we are having Ismuea
in forming a cunsensus,"
mr. jaiswal said, in_ res-
ponse o 3 question from
The Hindu_
in his phone calls on
Thur: Mr. Modi said he

ram Ramesh said. in a
statement explaining the
partys opposition to the
Bill

Mr. Ramesh added that

‘Though the Centre has
cited Entry 66 of the Union
List in the Constitution to
defend irs right to intro-
duce the Bill, the legisla-
wes the proposed
new umbrella Commission
“pawers beyond this scope

¢ s, including  and specifically encroach-
the University G s es on State
mission (UGC) and the All  powers®, he

funding me,
be designed by the Educa-
‘tion Mimistry.

MEA receives request for consular
access to six Ukrainian nationals

NEW DELEI

Three days after six Ukral-
nian nd

for worki

armed isations  in
Myanmar by entering via
Mizoram, icials  here

confirmed that they have
recelved requess for “con-
sular access” to the Ukrai-
nian nationals from
Embassy of Ukraine. Minis-
{xy af External Affaes spo-
kesperson Randhir

S o Thuraday dhar the e
six Ulainians and an

can wer
anting of the u-mdred
permis * for

“Ralevant agencies of
the Government of India
are investigating the case..
es. We have received con

Foresgrers, strused of Segally entering Mizaram, and then
Myanmar, were produced before the HUA <ourt on March 15 ANI

sular access request and
this will addressed
keeping in mind the legal
requirements that are in-
volved in this particular
case,” said Mr. Jaiswal. The
wfficial remarks from ladia
came soon after the £m-
bassy of Ukraine expressed
“serious concern” over the
amrest, raisingquestions
over the reports thar the
armeszs were “prompted by
information provided by

‘the Russian side™.
“Ukraine firmly rejects
any msmusums regarding
th involvement
o o Ukrainian e in

derscoring the
“verified facts and transpa-
rent procedures

The Hind ha reported
that the US. national
Picked up by the NiA Slang

with the Ukrainians on the
charge of fllegally crossing
over to Myanmar via Mizn:
ram to train ethnic ammed
ereanisations In weapons
drune war-
Tare: methods war under
sbservation for the past
sevesal months.

Mr. Jaiswal affirmed that
there are “restricted and

protected areas in India”

tion”, declining to reveal
more as It involved privacy
Cancerns of a LS. cicizen,

Unfenced border with Myanmar in
focus after arrest of seven foreigners

WEW DELHI

Amid the recent arrest of
seven lnnaig\ nationals, in-
cluding six 'kla].n‘lsns and
& LS. citlzen,
Iy crossed
anmar

alleged-
IIIleJl)' into.

tal 1,643 km border with
Myanmar has been fenced
s0 .

The National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA) has ac
cused the foreigners of im-
drones  from

to check illegal migration,
trafficking and imsurgent
activities along the Myan-

“coordination

mar barde:
with local

Photagranhe of people who croms the border, ALE FHOTS

tance as people on either
side share deep ethnic, so-

source sald.
According to Latest data
provided by the Ministry to
a parllamentary standing

and
ol 475 km of fencng
has been completed so far
346.64 km Is currently un”
der construction.

india  and  Myanmar
share an unfenced border
and have a unique arr;

Myanmar Army a
clated security agenms is
maintained” and a “joint
counter drone mechanism

e fencing project,
‘which includes installatio)

of people Who cross the
border. has faced resis-

were proposed tw regulate
the pecple

ange-

the Free Move-
ment Regime (FAMR). While
Union Home Minister Amit
shah announced in Febru-
ary 2024 that the FME was

i Diomerics ami- gare
passes were introduced.

Howeves, over the past
two years, the number of
gates has declined to 38
and only 20 are now fune-
tional, a  government

i was only
regulated and free move-
ment of people — without
visas passporis on
either side of the unfenced
border — was restricted to
10 km from the earlier 16
k.

iksae Dosaiswami
Doraiswami
named India’s
Ambassador
to China

W DELE
India has appolnted Vik:

ram K Doralswami as the
or to China,

the United
“He is expected to take

Kumar Rawat 15 serving as

India’s  Ambassador  to
China.
oM
3

One more accused
charged in BKI-linked
Gurugram blast case

NEW DELHI

The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) filed a char-
against the Hinth Secued

2032 ase related to
bnmbmxaclmmtwu(.nru
mam clubs by alleged
members of the proscribed

hidermt menr fte Clmial
chargeshee:

Turling explostves ar the

two cubs,” it said.
arehouse  Club

and Human Ciub In Sec.

Rajnath stresses need for

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

Calling for selfreliance in
drone technology, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh on

hursday urged industry
ehothers el wark i
mission mode to establish
Andia as a global bub for in-
digenous drone manufac
nuring by 2030.

designat,
derjit Singh alias Gol
Brar's close aide Rohit

sl
several others in the case.

Am, those  arralgns
‘were Sachin Taliyan, An-
Kit, the then

Godara and foreign-based
angster Randeep Malik

Unlawful Activities (Pre-
wention) Act.
Actording to e agency,
the arrested accused
part of 2 larger erenr sy
dicate and a key facilitator
of its members. “Bamdutt
had allegedly provided a

U
“The terror syndicate is
actively involved in extort-
ing money, raising terror
funds, procuring explo-
sives and arms and ammu-
nition, and spreading ter-
ror [t
ntegrity, security fincha
ing economic security) and
soverelgnty of the coun-
try” the NIA had said.

micro,

small, and medium enter-

prises (MSMES), start-ups,
nd policym.

ers at the Narional Defence

turing critical components

dom,

“From moulds to soft-
ware, engines and barter
ies, everything must be
produced in India” he
L, thar ma-

Aajnath Singh

SC dismisses plea for
probe into ‘violation’
by animal care centre

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has
dismissed a petition alleg-

ing viokatio
an Torermarions] Trede I

wild
(CITES) parameters in rela-
tion to the -based
Greens Zoological Rescue

Iy from China, for key

. Singh slso highlight
ed of <

dreme
lobal

ongoing gl
conflicts such as the Rus-
sia-Ukraine war and ten-

my countries still rely hea-

wily on imports, particular-

cal to ensuring strategic
autanomy._

it large -
elustries, MSMEs, start-ups
and innovasors. He assured
full support from the go-
vernment to accelerate this
Fransformaticn.

During the event, Mr
singh lannched the 14th
edition of the Defence In-

Startup  Challenge
(DISC14) and the fourth
edition of AINTI challenges
under the Innovations for
Defence Excellence (IDEX)

ewark

Centre

ishna Temple
Welfare Trust,
part of the Re-

and NV, Anjaria refised to

the writ petition

filed by Karanantham Vira-
Foundation,

lngﬂ\at d.nuﬂ:lngmesn
tled environment, custody

a judicial direction to the

Union government, Cen-
. Directo-
For

produce the entire record
of the permissions, recog-
nitions and import/export
licences & the res-
cue  and _rehabdlitation
centre and the welfare

also sought CITES per
internal_evaluations,
nutes of the Central Zoo
hor any corres-
pondence exchanged with
CITES Secretariat or fo-
reign management
authorities.
The plea also urged the

Monitoring Cor
erify the Legality and authe
enticity of all CITES im-
port, export and re-export
permits connected to the
«centre and the trust.




Supreme Court
reserves verdict on
ambit of ‘industry’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A nine-judge Bench of the
Supreme Court reserved
judgment on Thursday on
whether educational insti-
tutions, hospitals, and so-
vereign functions of the go-
vernment and its
instrumentalities would
fall within the definition of
‘industrial activity’ under
the Industrial Disputes Act.
The Bench, headed by
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant, and comprising Jus-
tices B.V. Nagarathna, P.S.
Narasimha, Dipankar Dat-
ta, Ujjal Bhuyan, Satish
Chandra Sharma, Joymalya
Bagchi, Alok Aradhe and
Vipul M. Pan reserved its
verdict on the third and fi-
nal day of oral arguments.
The question of law be-
fore the proposed Bench
concerns a 1978 judgment
in Bangalore Water Supply
and Sewerage Board vs. A.
Rajappa. The 1978 judg-
ment had expanded the
definition of ‘industry’ un-
der Section 2(j) of the In-
dustrial Disputes Act, 1947.
The judgment had intro-
duced a triple test and in-
cluded hospitals, educa-
tional institutions and
municipalities as indus-
tries. States like Uttar Pra-

desh, Maharashtra and
Punjab, represented by Ad-
ditional Solicitor General
K.M. Nataraj and senior ad-
vocates Shekhar Naphade
and Shadan Farasat, res-
pectively, urged the apex
court to relook the seven-
judge Bench judgment. Se-
nior advocates like Indira
Jaising, C.U. Singh, and Go-
pal Sankaranarayan ar-
gued in favour of keeping
the reasoning of the 1978
judgment intact.

Ms. Jaising had submit-
ted that bringing enter pris-
es under the definition of
industry provide workmen
with a remedy to ventilate
their grievances in relation
to fair wages, health and
safety, occupational safety,
security of employment
and challenge unfair dis-
missals before a judicial
authority.

The 1978 judgment had
expanded the ambit of ‘in-
dustry’ to hold that any
systematic activity (wheth-
er or not for profit), includ-
ing charitable and govern-
ment-run services, were an
industry if they met the pa-
rameters of a triple test.
The judgment was de-
signed to benefit em-
ployees to claim the status
and legal protection as in-
dustrial ‘workers’.




¢ 1. Key Issue [ & HeT

 Supreme Court (9-judge bench) reserved verdict on scope of “industry” under Industrial Disputes

Act, 1947
JotH BYE (9 3731 Y dls) A siteifies faarg arfeifaam, 1947 7 “Igi” &t uRvreT iR aar JRfgia @

* Question: Should institutions like hospitals, educational institutions, municipalities be treated as

industries?

U2 TRIT AT, dleffOies TR, TRUTfedhBTe “JeT” AT SA13?



¢ 3. Background Case (1978) | @fdgrfd® fAuf (1978)
* Bangalore Water Supply & Sewerage Board vs A. Rajappa (1978)
TR aTeR TS B (1978)
* Expanded definition of “industry”

* Introduced Triple Test

¢ 4. Triple Test (Important for Exams) [ f¢ud ¢

1. Systematic activity

Faferd mfafafer

2. Organized by cooperation between employer & employee

AT 3R BHARt & g A Tanfed

3. Production/distribution of goods or services (not necessarily profit motive)
I3 (AT3HT BT IATGA/[TARUT (N ATATE &)
If all satisfied = entity is an “industry”

< af ot ordf gt gY > “IeihT” ’ET ST



¢ 5. Why Case is Important Now [ adHTH Hgd

e States (UP, Maharashtra, Punjab) want reconsideration of 1978 judgement
I (UP, AERTS, UsTd) 1978 & el it gAfddR I18d &

* Argument: Including hospitals & schools creates administrative burden
ddb: YA /Ep ol b MfAA BT J FEfFdh SAfcadr

 Counter argument: Workers need protection under labour laws

fater ads: wHARRAY BY 91 B JRe fAa-t Tnfge

¢ 6. Legal & Constitutional Angle / BTAt gfecwbIoT

e Industrial Disputes Act, 1947 - labour welfare legislation

3ienfiies faarg aifeifFam - sifids BT BHA
* Linked to Fundamental Rights (Article 14, 21 - equality & dignity)

HES 14, 21 3 ST (JATEAT, TRHAT)

e Directive Principles (Article 39, 43 — worker welfare)

qifd fAdere daa (SfHe dwemn)



¢ 7. Economic & Governance Impact / 3ifefes w1

If widened definition continues = more institutions under labour law compliance

e AU TRMTST g+ gt - 3ifeics TR 9 BT & d&d

Increased compliance cost for education & healthcare sector

ferefT/ares &= IR #@nTd derit

Better job security, wages, dispute redressal for workers

BHARYT P fefq dgdR JR&, dd-, =T

¢ 8. Political & Policy Angle | J=THifdes 3=—ITH

Debate between welfare vs ease of doing business
dgd: hoTUT d4TH ATUYR ITHAT

States want flexibility in governance

A 31feres AATaq TEd &

Trade unions support broader definition

&8 AT AU GRMTST &b U A

L O Wmns Taviann far Crumman | TrRar = =1 =—rrmf are—



Q. Consider the following statements:

1. The Bangalore Water Supply case (1978) restricted the definition of industry.
2. The triple test includes cooperation between employer and employee.
3. Profit motive is essential to classify an activity as an industry.

Which of the statements are correct?

c) 2 and 3 only

(
(b) 2 only
(
(d)1,2and 3
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Samson cannot be compared to
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SHARED IDENTITY

DC unveils jersey in a campaign

MOVING ON
Stirling steps down as Ireland

T20I captain, will lead in ODIs

HOCKEY WORLD cUP
Indian men to meet Pakistan on

ALE PHOTO. K MUBAL KUMAR

Inwhich itwas

2026 on Thursday.
i e asking, esemplyan't
bie. How nd s teams, st Patel anc. The design T20World Cup i 2028, Iresnd fsded | drawn it ool D. India's schedule: Men; Aug. 15: 5. Wales Aug.
ioper The 17:vs. England; Aug. 19: 5. Pakistan. Womens Aug, 16: . Chins;
ted  press reease from DX, A, 18: 5, South Africa; Aug. 202 s England.

Super Giants should strike a balance
between aggression and recklessness

‘The Lucknow outfit has a fearsome batting unit that includes Pant; the addition of veteran pacer Shami lends assurance to the bowling attack

‘Tarun shastry
ucknow  Super
| P
19th edition of the
Indian Premier not

identity is Rishabh Pant.
His captaincy remains in-
stinctive — bold, occasion-

e dictates the tempo and

21

1

156’5 2026 LEAGUE unm' 3

-~
MIRACLE MAN

st Jwoc

Locknow

T30pm

aorts_|vs s

Hydesstod

Aiden

s30pm

dois__|wrm

Wabiata

Markram

130pm

pressure. The challenge Is
o not curb that aggression
but callbrate t.
“The batting unit reflects
a similar duality — depth
tempered by vulnerability.
Nicholas Pooran remains
the most significant varia-
ble. Only a few players in
bil-

Wil |wor

Locknow

THE SQUAD
Rishabh Pant (Capt ) iden s
Singh, Uatthew B
Raghuwanzhi, sosh ngls, N
oAbl Samad, Shohbat o

X30pm

Aot
oopiialml
bt et
T s
=

e whcnncedcs maloe up o

smad Ak Kalr,

Apush Badoni, his composure

M Knare b ot
Srnce oddw, Arpin T

Towae, My v, Wi Knae

 sth,Akazh Singh, ands baarce, b prouides consistont

Stojanovic’s strike
salvages a draw
for Jamshedpur
against SC Delhi

NEW DELHI

Sporing Clb De's st

Jawaharlal Nehru Stadi-

Thursday. SC
Delhi forward Joseph Sun-
ny's 2stminute _opener

Janovie's strike in the 89th
minute for the vistors.  peared to iniially control
the ball with his right thigh
game came about after and wasted precious se-
midfielder Abdul Hudu condsinthe process.

n’
lun on the right wing. The

vich Hortie, Noman .
epersto with frocdom,

ity toalter 3 match as swift-
Iy as he can, yet his incon-
sistency can leave the side

“The balance Lucknow
seeks lies in reducing the
dependence on the West
Indian — allowing Pooran
0 finish the innings rather
than rebuld it

Aiden Markram  and
Mitchell Marsh fend con-
trast to the toporder

Markram offers mmW
sure and has the ability to
anchor when momentum
swings, while Marsh brings
attacking intent in the Po-

TOURID 576 PRASAD & TARUN SHASTRY

‘werPlay Iftheir rolesalign,  fine the side’s celling. The

the bting pack begns 13 acqision of Hohd. S

tion as a cohesive unit rs Hydera-
ra S e aais 4 s of s
quence of indwidual rance. He brings not only
efforts. wickets but also_control

“The bowling attack, ho-
wever, may ultimately de-

and experience. e
him, Mayank Yadav and

fullback evaded his mark-  Jamshedpur press keenly
er and sent in a teasing  for an equaliser. Though
season with cross the Owen C
that Jamshedpur goolkeep-  side shaded the possession
Avesh Khan ensure that  could disrupt continuty, | er Albino Gomes faled to  in the second half, clear-
pace remains 3 defiing  3nd the depth In spin | dealvih adequsel. The e chances were few and
feature. beyond _Hasaranga ball rebounded to Matia  far between.

‘The inclusion of Wanin- ~ Digvesh Rathi may be v | b g mned pro-fiwas with just a minute
du Hasaranga addresses a  ed on slower surfaces. vider with a clever pass to of regulation time remain-
longstanding concern. A Sunny on his let. The 22+ ing that Stojanovic's effort
genuine wicket-taking op- pag: year-old Ker-  from outside the box,
tion In the middle overs, Under Pant and head | ala pounced on the oppor-  helped by a slight deflec
Hasaranga provides ba-  coach Justin Langer, the | tunity with a smart finish  tion off defender Rafsel

often ach Alves, beat Nora Fer-
dicates 20 contes Bux  forward - sggrssve wid- rst half pro-  nandés in the Delhi goal.

re is uncertainty re-  out being reckless, struc-

As the fir
o Jamshedpur | m

3 hamstring inury forced  wih the expectation hat
him out of the T20 World s promise will be me:
Cup. sured by how far It goes
Yet, for all the balance  when the stakes are high.
on paper, famillar issues The question is no lon-
persist. The barting unit  ger what it can be, but how
can sl unravel quickly,in-  much Pant's men are will-
Juries o key allrounders  ing to push themselves.

Uoseph Sury 21)drew with

“"‘ minute, 5‘“‘"“’"“ JamshedpurfC 1 ikl

out Rel Tad]

Rih & leiootsd croe T

from the right. If Tachika-  uy Guwahati: NorthEast Urited
wa had taken a shot with  fc.s odehafc.spm.

his first touch, he would g
have tested Delhfs de-  Gantvs umbaiCyFe, 130
fence. Instead, he ap- om

Jolt for Chennai Super Kings as
a hamstring injury lays Ellis low

CHENNAI

Chennal Super Kings suf-
fered a big blow ahead of
1PL 2026, with Nathan Ellis
suled out of the 19th edi
tion of the tournament.

‘The 3tyear-old Austra-
lian fast bowler, who was.
bought for 22 crore in the
M entoa/ s il

ing inury and

o't ecoverin

"It is a bg blow lor us.
Els &

o

His

pecially i the death overs.
We are loohng at replace-
ments;” said CSK CEO K.S.
Viswanthan to > The Hind
on Thursday during an
event to announce Kauv-
ery Hospitals as an officlal
partner of the team.

‘The hospital's medical
director Dr. lyappan Pon-
nuswamy, Dr. Aravindan
Selvaraj, co-founder and
executive director, and Dr.
. Sivaram Kannan, clinical
lead & chief consultant
physician, were present on
the occaslon.

“The loss of Ellis could
force a major rethink of
M

X

plans for the Ruturaj Gaik-

ed the travel plans of thelr  pre-season camp.

Since 2022, the team
atheesha
Pathirana as the death-ov-

a disappolnting campalgn
last year.

Neanwhile, Viswanath-
an alsosaid that the forelgn
recruits will foin the camp
in the next few days.

He said that the recent
West Asia crists, which has
Hected major aklne buba

UAE and Qatar,
[y significantly affec

Noor Ahmad has alrea- made one of the biggest
dy arived, while Jamle  trade deals in the 1L Last

Overton reached on year wha. it traded In
day. Samson from Rajasthan
Brevts, Mart Henry, Zak  Royals m Ravindra Jadeja
Foulkes and Manhew and Sam

Shortwilljoin by March 22, msw , includ-
while Akeal Hoseln will ing their star player M.S.

reach on March 5. Dhon, have been training
in the city since March 1,
‘Samson joins squad initially at the High Perfor-
Meamwhil
the star of India’s victo- Iy at the MAC Stadium.
rious T20 World Cup cam- players could be in-
paign, arrived In the city  volved In an intra-squad
on Thursday to join the  game here on March 23.

Abhay and Anahat
make smooth starts

Sports Bureay
MUMBAL

win over Egypts Farida
Walid  Anahat _blended
precision and consistency
Amixof dominanc pefor- 0 progress  the next
mances, stunning round.

backs and ﬁve-pme mnw

mentioned): Men: A cinerrs

Chandaran M) bt eiovan

Serthibumar 114,119,119,

OuncanLee ()

Tardon 119,114, 119, Abhay

Sigh e e 15,
116,316, brahim Elkabbani

JSW Indian Open :qlush
tournament on Thur

previled in grippng con-
“The former pulled off

Bhubaneswar to
host World indoor
athletics in 2028

411,118,12:10,611, 119,

Sanjay Jeeva s 52O

; emuni 115,115, 112,

nawasany 411, 115, 1210, 5

611, 119ina 66 minutebat-  4emed S [Egy) bt i

T e T e Wong b 1013, 13,311,
edged PISC 117115 Veor Chotar 1.

Hong Kong's Yannik Omice (Ger) 5-3, retd.

Wong 1012, 113, 91, 117,

s

India’s Abhay Singh pro-
duced a clinical show to get
past Marthew Lai of Hong 13

Women:
Mas) bt Enora Wlard (Fa] 117,
1210, 116 Arshat Siegh bt
Farda viald (6gy) 116,119,

5, Tami Knana bt our

Kong 115, 116, 116. Despite  Koufagy £2y) 115, 119,119
a tight start, Abhay found  AinasAman [Masi bl Dariele
hm and dominated  Ray (Can} 113,8.11, 114, 11%;
eedings. Hans Moata
Pt Swomen's draw,  Mateos(El 117,114,114,
mar s bt
Tacl Khanna Jmpresied Elise Romba (Fra 8-11, 11-7,11-2,
114 Joshna i
e Fynn 1] 12.10,11.4,
512,115, Nadien )

(Ee) bt Ambre Afince Su) 114,
jteste)

1 10013, FLE PHOTO:BISHASA A ROUT
‘Sports Bureau

‘The Kalinga Indoor Stadi-
um in Bhubaneswar will

will be held at the Kalinga
Indoor ~ Stadium,”  con-
firmed _Athletics ' Federa-
tion of India president Ba-
hadur i

A lega-
tion from World Adhletics

d d in
January last. The stadium,
which i the first of its kind
in India, Is set to host the

augural National I

on March 24 and 25.
vema o{lhg 208 editon  The venue is also the
riday. Inda  fronkrunner t0 ot the
ot hoed's s icbal atht.  Astan ndoar Champlon
ics even, the World Half.  ships n 2028, An Asn

Marathon, in Delhi in s Assoclation team

2004 had inspected the Kalinga

“The global competition  Stadium last month.




Bhubaneswar to
host World indoor
athletics in 2028

Fantastic venue: The Kalinga Indoor Stadium is the first of its kind
in India. FILE PHOTO: BISWARANJAN ROUT

Sports Bureau

The Kalinga Indoor Stadi-
um in Bhubaneswar will
host the 2028 World Ath-
letics Indoor Champion-
ships, the Athletics Federa-
tion of |India (AFI)
announced on Thursday.
The World Athletics
Council allotted the event
to India following its meet-
ing in Torun, Poland, the
venue of the 2026 edition
starting on Friday. India
last hosted a global athlet-
ics event, the World Half-

Marathon, in Delhi in
2004.
“The global competition

will be held at the Kalinga
Indoor Stadium,” con-
firmed Athletics Federa-
tion of India president Ba-
hadur Singh Sagoo.

A two-member delega-
tion from World Athletics
had inspected the venue in
January last. The stadium,
which is the first of its kind
in India, is set to host the
inaugural National Indoors
on March 24 and 25.

The venue is also the
front-runner to host the
Asian Indoor Champion-
ships in 2028. An Asian
Athletics Association team
had inspected the Kalinga
Stadium last month.

AIN-X



» Bhubaneswar will host the 2028 World Athletics Indoor Championships
aaeaR 2028 faed g8R veafeay AfTamferg &t At wam

» Venue: Kalinga Indoor Stadium (first of its kind in India)
[ BfATT g8R LT (MR BT Ugar o7 Lfsam)
» Decision taken by World Athletics Council (meeting in Torun, Poland)

fAofa acs vedfeay B3fEd gRT (154, Uivs # dod)

¢ 2. Importance for India / TRd & feiT Hgd
» First time India hosting a global indoor athletics event
Ugdil gR MRd dfedds S8R TAm ey RIS BT

» Boost to India’'s global sports reputation

WRd & dfedes el Bfd &1 darar

e Strengthens India’s bid for future mega events (Olympics, Commonwealth)

Wia=T & 93 RIS (3eifdeh 37fQ) b feiT SrdgR! Hatgd



¢ 3. About Kalinga Stadium | &foam #fsaw

* Located in Bhubaneswar, Odisha
aaear, ifgen A fera
¢ World-class sports infrastructure developed by Odisha Govt

FfEem IBR gRI fawfad faeazaia Je sian
¢ Previously hosted: Hockey World Cup (2018, 2023)
Uge 3Afaid: gl faea &9 (2018, 2023)

¢ 4. Related Events [ T&feid 3t

» Will also host Asian Indoor Athletics Championships (2028)
2028 TS g8R Tamfeay fGaferg vt amnfsra gt

e National Indoor Athletics event scheduled (March 2026 approx.)

AT §SR Qi s Mt yaifad

¢ 5. Historical Context | ¥fagifde I
» Last major global athletics event in India: World Half Marathon (Delhi, 2004)
WRd ¥ 3ifdH 981 verafeay 3mailsi: des g% TRreM (fowdt, 2004)
* India traditionally stronger in outdoor athletics, not indoor

YRd URURE U & 3H13CSR Tfcary J AsTgd



¢ 6. Economic Impact / 31ifeles wira

e Tourism boost in Odisha

anfsem § wfeq gam

« Infrastructure investment & employment generation
gfarc aidt & fAder sik AR

« Sponsorship, broadcasting revenue growth

WTARfT 3R YIROT & 3T

# 7. Political & Governance Angle [ IsTHifd<d 3MTATH

+ Odisha model of sports development gaining global recognition
3Nfe2n &1 Bd fdpra Aled dfeded TR R UKEg

« State-led sports promotion (unlike traditional central dominance)

AT- 3R W fapg Hige

¢ 8. Geographical Angle / ilTiifeics Uge,

 Bhubaneswar = emerging sports capital of India
YaAaR = WRd &1 IHId! Ve ASTENAT

* Coastal city = connectivity via ports & tourism advantage

aCcHT 2MgR - dgdR BAfaefaet 3tk wfeq



Q. Consider the following statements:

1. India will host the World Athletics Indoor Championships for the first time in 2028.
2. Kalinga Stadium has previously hosted the Hockey World Cup.
3. Indoor athletics tracks are typically 400 meters long.

Which of the statements are correct?

(a) Tand 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1Tand 3 only
(d)1,2and 3



4] million kids overweight,
India among top 3 globally

Anuja.Jaiswal@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: India is among the
top three countries globally
with the highest number of
children affected by excess
weight, with about 41 million
aged 5-19 living with high body
mass index (BMI), including
nearly 14 million with obesity, a
new global report has found.
The World Obesity Atlas
2026 shows India, along with
China and the US, accounts for
alarge share of the global burd-
en, showing the country now
faces both undernutrition and
rising obesity among children.
This comes amid a sharp
global increase in childhood
obesity, which has risen from
about 4% in 1975 to nearly 20%
in recent years. For the first
time, more children worldwide
are expected to be living with
obesity than underweight, mar-
king a major shift in health
trends. It also warned that whi-
le many countries have intro-
duced measures to tackle child-
hood obesity, progress is not ke-
eping pace with the scale of the
problem, calling for stronger
action on food regulation, phy-
sical activity and access to care.
Expertssaidthisisnotjusta
matter of appearance, but a ser-
ious health concern. “Childho-
od obesity isrising due to an im-

Getty/iStock

5

MAJOR SHIFT IN HEALTH TRENDS

balance between diet and physi-
cal activity, with children cons-
uming more calories and mov-
ing less. It is not a cosmetic is-
sue, but a disease with long-te-
rmriskssuch as diabetes, heart
disease and other lifestyle con-
ditions,” said Dr Rajesh Khad-
gawat, professor at the AIIMS
endocrinology department.

The rise is being driven by
easy access to calorie-dense
foods, sugary drinks and ultra-
processed products, along with
declining physical activity and
increasing screen time. Urban
lifestyles, reduced outdoor play
spaces and growing depend-
ence on digital devices are fur-
ther worsening the trend.

The trend is also visible
among younger children, with
overweight rising even under
five. Experts warned it often
continues into adulthood, in-
creasing long-term risks and
adding to the future burden of
non-communicable diseases.



» India among top 3 countries globally with highest number of overweight children
YRd e 9519 dTel gl bl J=AT H faeq & ot 3 ¢elf A enfAe
» Around 41 million children (age 5-19) affected
AT 4.1 BAS dd (5-19 a¥) sifdd
» Nearly 14 million children obese
oTTHT 1.4 BAS dad HIed J U3d
 Source: World Obesity Atlas 2026
HId: gcs 3efAct Tedd 2026

¢ 2. Global Trend / df2ae® wgfa
* Childhood obesity increased from ~4% (1975) to ~20% (recent years)
gAY BT HISTIT ~4% (1975) J g8dhR ~20% &1 T
e For first time, obesity > undernutrition globally
Ugdil §R HISTIT HUINoT J 3ifeies g T

» India, China, USA = major contributors

WRd, T, 3MRBT - THE ATeHabdl



@ 3. Causes of Rising Obesity [ FRUT

High intake of calorie-dense, ultra-processed foods
e Bt 3R W e B da

Sugary drinks consumption

HIS O ugrelf &1 g&dr 3gAnT

Reduced physical activity

R Tifafafer & At

Increased screen time (mobiles, TV)

Th A A g

Urban lifestyle & lack of open spaces

orgdt staadtett 3k A & oY &bt BHT

@ 4. Health Impacts [ TRI YT

Not just cosmetic - serious disease
Risk of:
» Diabetes
AYAg
* Heart disease
gad A
* Hypertension
3 IRAdIT
» Lifestyle diseases
Sttamretet
Early obesity continues into adulthood
IUYA T HISTAT JIRBAT ddb 91 8dT &

@ 5. Double Burden in India / WRd @1 gIgdt gHldt

+ Simultaneous presence of:
¢ Undernutrition

PN

» Overnutrition (obesity)

3iferes qINoT (Hlerdr)

¢ Reflects inequality in food access and lifestyle

HTe] 3IFATT 3R Siadtet 3idR gerfar &

4 6. Economic & Social Impact [ 3nfefes yima

* Increased healthcare burden
TR Td g3l &

¢ Reduced productivity in long term
ciefepifeich ITGhdl H BHT

¢ Strain on public health systems
A1dSAA P TR dF WR a1

¢ 7. Government & Policy Measures / difdTd 3urT

¢« POSHAN Abhiyaan (nutrition mission)
iyor 3T
« Fit India Movement
fose gfsar srfiam
« School health programs & awareness
TPl TR BIABH
» Need for stricter food regulation (junk food, ads)

i B8 3R fazroet wR fAa=on snaeas



* Q. Consider the following statements:

* India is among the top three countries
globally in terms of overweight children.

e Childhood obesity has decreased globally
since 1975.

* |Increased screen time is one of the
causes of obesity.

* Which of the statements are correct?
e (a) 1 and 3 only

(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 2 only
(d)1,2and 3



India ranks Il6th in World
Happiness Report 2026,

Finland retains top spot

World Happiness Report
2026 published Thursday,

Indla ranked 116th in the
two notches up from 118th posi-

: tion in 2024 and 126th in 2023,

: but behind Nepal and Pakis-
: tan. The World Happiness Re-

. port is released each year aro-

. und March 20, coinciding with

¢ the International Day of Hap-

¢ piness, and combines well-be-
: ingdata from over 140 countri-
es with analysis by world-lea-
ding researchers from a range
: of academic disciplines. This
: year’s theme revolved around
: ‘Happiness and Social Media.’
: The annual report found
: that Finland is the happiest
¢ land in the world for the ninth
: year in a row, with other Nor-
¢ dic countries such as Iceland,
: Denmark, Sweden and Nor-
¢ way ranking among the top 10
. countries.

While India ranked 116th
overall, in terms of the overall
: ‘Happiness ranking’, in 2026,
¢ India ranked much better on
. several of the factors. For in-
: stance, it was 64th on percep-
. tion of corruption (questions
¢ about prevalence of corrup-

Getty Images

JOY OF LIVING

tion); 78th on generosity (do-
nation to charity); 61st on free-
dom (freedom to choose); 89th
on GDP per capita (in terms of
purchasing power parity);
95th on healthy life expectancy
(based on data from WHO),
and 123rd on social support
(who one can count in need),
thereport showed.
Afghanistan is yet again
ranked as the unhappiest co-
untry in the world, this year
again 147th, same as for 2025,
even below the 143rd rank in
2023. While Nepal with 99th
rank (92 in 2025, 93 in 2024) and
Pakistan with 104th rank (109
in 2025, 108 in 2024) remained
ahead of India. Sri Lanka ran-
ked 134th (134 in 2025, 128 in
2024) and Bangladesh 127th
(127 in 2025, 129 in 2024). pTi



d —

» [ndia ranked 116th in World Happiness Report 2026
WRd 2026 i faea Zgeit RUlE & 116d 3419 WR T
 Improvement from:
« 118th (2024)
11841 (2024)
e 126th (2023)
1264dT (2023)
e Finland retained 1st position (9th consecutive year)

floAme *TdR 9dl R Ugat & W

¢ 2. Top Countries [ 2ite g2r
* Finland, Denmark, Iceland, Sweden, Norway dominate top ranks
s, SAHTG, 3METAMs, s, ATd off W

* Nordic model = strong welfare + social trust

dife HIS = HaTgd BedTUT + HHIGID fdeard




4 3. India's Performance | WRd &1 U&efq

¢ Overall Rank: 116
P 35: 116
» Factor-wise ranking:
e Corruption perception: 64
YRR YRUT: 64
¢ Freedom: 61
IdAdT: 61
« Generosity: 78
3qRdl: 78
+ GDP per capita (PPP): 89
vfd @fad 3mr (PPP): 89
« Healthy life expectancy: 95
e St YR 95

* Social support: 123
TGS IHA: 123

¢ 4. Neighbour Comparison [ Ugrat ¢aif & gar-r

* Nepal: 99
AYTet: 99

« Pakistan: 104
UIfehd: 104

¢ Sri Lanka: 134
sfteiepT: 134

« Bangladesh: 127
qiTerger: 127

« Afghanistan: 147 (lowest)
NGB 147 (Jdd BH)



¢ 5. Methodology | ugfd

» Based on data from 140+ countries
140+ g2l & Se1 UR 3Temd
» Key indicators:
» GDP per capita
» Social support
 Freedom
» Corruption perception
* Generosity
» Healthy life expectancy
» Released annually around 20 March (International Day of Happiness)

&R ITdl 20 AR (3iaRrsgta Feit fGad) & 3Ry SRt

@ 6. Theme (2026) / 2itw

» “Happiness and Social Media"
wgeft 3k eret Hifgar

» Focus on impact of digital life on mental well-being

fefsiea sitaa &1 HAfde TReT U3 YITd



@ 7. Key Issues for India / WRd & fog glfaar

* Low social support ranking (123)
IMISiE arefd | BH 36

* Income inequality
AT AHHATAAT

» Urban stress & lifestyle issues
2rg3t e 3R SftaAdtet

* Mental health awareness gap

AT P WY SATRedsd] bl BHI

¢ 8. Economic & Social Insights / @1z -3nfele fagesor

» Happiness linked to welfare policies, not just GDP
it daet GDP A&, dfeds dweror fda I gt

* Nordic countries = strong public services
Aifge et A Harga ardaife Jarg

* India =& growth high but social indicators lag

WRd - 371fefes faawr dst, amifsie Jaaie uie



Q. Consider the following statements:

1. Finland has topped the World Happiness Report for multiple consecutive years.
2. India ranked above Nepal in the 2026 report.
3. Social support is one of the indicators used in the report.

Which of the statements are correct?

(@) 1and 3 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1and 2 only
(d)1,2and 3



11l Krishi Sakhi
Initiative




Topic

Initiative Name

Launched By

Year of Launch

Global Context

Objective

Core Focus

Target Group

Implementation Model

Key Theme

Digital Outreach

Grassroot Activities

Details (English + Hindi)

Krishi Sakhi Initiative / BfS Tt ug
Agriculture Insurance Company of India (AIC) / TldheR S9ART Ut 36 sfear
2026 [ da¥ 2026

Declared as International Year of Woman Farmer by FAO (UN) / FAO (Tgdd Ig)
BRT 2026 ! Afge feAr g wifsd

Empower women farmers & increase participation in agriculture | Afgar fdoam] &r
Jererd g1 3R HiE 7 3761 HIfieRt g@mHT

Crop insurance awareness & financial protection | Bde §HT STTBddT 3R fadtr
JqRan

Women farmers, rural households [ AfgdT faam, wHor URaR

Awareness campaigns, workshops, outreach programmes / STTBddT 31HAT,
BRILMATY, M3 BRIGH

Inclusive growth in agriculture / S & IATd2ft fawra

Awareness via videos & social campaigns (#AlforHer) / fSfSica Aead & STeddr
SIELICH

Walkathons, workshops, rural campaigns | 3THIHT TR UR BRIGH



Q. Consider the following statements:

Krishi Sakhi Initiative is launched by Agriculture Insurance Company of India.
It focuses on promoting crop insurance awareness among women farmers.
It is directly implemented by NABARD.

Which of the statements are correct?

A.1 and 2 only
B.2 and 3 only
C.1and 3 only

D. All of the above
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RISA: Timeless e
Source: PIB




Context: The Ministry of Tribal Affairs has launched RISA:Timeless Tribal,a premium signature brand to promote tribal crafts and textiles.

The first phase of the RISA launch features a curated selection of some of India’s most iconic weaves and crafts.

S. No.

(]

‘Weaves/ embroidery

Eri silk

Santal cotton

Changpa Pashmina

Kotpad cotton

Muga silk

Dongria embroidery

Toda embroidery

Communities Involved

Bodo

Santal

Changpa

Miri (Mising)

Dongria Kondh

Toda

State/UT

Assam

Jharkhand

Ladakh

Odisha

Assam

QOdisha

Tamil Nadu



Key Features:

» Premium branding approach: Positions tribal products in high-end domestic and international markets.

» Cluster-based development: First phase covers 10 clusters including weaves, embroidery,and crafts across states.

» Design intervention: Introduction of modern designs and product innovation while retaining traditional essence.
o Capacity building; Skill training and upskilling of artisans to produce high-value, export-ready products.

« Infrastructure support: Development of weaving clusters and stitching units for integrated production.

» Sustainable packaging: Eco-friendly premium packaging developed by NID for global market appeal.

» Strategic designer partnerships: Collaboration with leading designers to bridge tradition with contemporary fashion.

» Diverse craft inclusion: Covers iconic tribal products like:

1.Eri silk (Assam)

2.Pashmina (Ladakh)
3.Dokhra art (Chhattisgarh)

4. Toda embroidery (Tamil Nadu)



Stockholm Water Prize 2026



* Kaveh Madani has been awarded the 2026 Stockholm Water Prize,
the world’s most prestigious water-related honour.

* He is the youngest laureate and first UN official to receive the award
for linking water science with policy, diplomacy, and public outreach.






About Stockholm Water Prize 2026:

e What it is?

* The Stockholm Water Prize is an internationally acclaimed award
recognizing outstanding contributions to water conservation,

management, and sustainability, often regarded as the Nobel Prize for
Water.

* Origin: Established by the Stockholm Water Foundation Inspired by
Stockholm’s achievement in maintaining clean and sustainable water
systems



History:
First awarded in 1991.

First recipient: David W. Schindler
Presented annually during World Water Week in Stockholm by the Swedish King




Key Contributions:

Highlighted long-term systemic water scarcity rather than short-term crises

Concept of Water Bankruptcy: : : .
Shifted global discourse towards sustainable water management

Bridged gap between academic research and policymaking
Influenced global water governance and climate negotiations

Innovative research methods: Applied

game theory and decision science to
water conflict resolution.




Word of the day

Debilitate:

make weak

SYynonyms: drain, enfeeble

Usa g€. Constant stress can debilitate your
immune system.

Pronounciation:
https://newsth.live/zb24fs

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /drbilrtert/




Thank you ©
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