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India’s diversity is not our
weakness; it is the melody that
turns many voices into one
nation.”



BIG DISCOUNT
FESTIVAL
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GK-G S+

+CURRENT AFFAIRS
2025-26 GOMEQ

BY BHUNESH SIR | geT 10% |OFF CODE:B10

INCLUDES:

e COMPLETE GK-GS (RECORDED | 200+ HRS)
e COMPLETE CURRENT AFFAIRS (LIVE
e | JAN 2025—-MAR 2026 | 20 HIGH PRIORITY TOPICS)

l FOR: UPSC, STATE PCS, SSC, BANKING, RAILWAY, DEFENCE '
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GK GS Complete Course by Bhunesh Sir

Computer Knowledge Physics Chemistry Biology Geography History Polity Economics Static GK

Part-6 Governor & Com, High Court Class-2

Watch Now

2024-06-21 5t 10:00 AM
Part-6 Governor & Com, High Court

Watch Now
2024-06-20) at 10:00 AM
Part-6 Governor & Com Class-2

Watch Now
2024-06-13 at 11:00 AM
Part-6 Governor § COM

Watch Now
2024-06-12 at 11:00 AM
Part-5 Supreme Court Class-2 & Part-6 Governor

Watch Now
2024-06-11 at 11:00 AM
Part-5 Supreme Court

Watch Now
2024-06-08 at 11:00 AM



What you'll get
« Coverage of all major national and international events from January 2025 to March 2026

» 20 high-priority topics explained in depth so you can handle both factual and analytical questions
Topics to be Covered:
1. Government Schemes (Flagship + New Launches)
2. Budget & Taxation
3. Economic Indicators
4. Reports & Indices (India’s Rank)
5. International Affairs (India + Major Summits)
6. Science & Tech
7. Environment & Ecology
8. Polity & Constitution Updates
9. Awards & Honours
10. Sports
11. Banking & Financial Market
12. Defence
13. Appointments & Resignations
14. Books & Authors
15. Important Days & Themes
16. Government Committees
17. States in News
18. India Rankings & Lists
19. Sports + Govt Sports Schemes
20. Miscellaneous Must-Do

« All video lectures will be delivered in bilingual format (Hindi + English) to ensure clarity and comfort for
every learner.
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Britain’s former Duke Andrew arrested over connections with Epstein

LONDON

Britain's former Duke of
York, Andrew Mountbat-
ten-Windsor  (formerly,
‘Prince Andrew'), was ar-
rested and taken into cus-
tody early on Thursday
morning, over his connec-
tion to Jeffrey Epstein, the
deceased American child
sex offender and financier.
The extraordinary ar-
rest of a member of the
Royal Family, which has
not occurred in centuries,
underlines the gravity and
reach of the unfolding Ep-
stein scandal, which has
shaken both the family and
the Keir Starmer
government.
Mountbatten-Windsor,

CM
K

the younger brother of Bri-
tain’s King Charles, who
turned 66 on Thursday,
was arrested on suspicion
of misconduct in public of-
fice — in connection with
passing on confidential of-
ficial documents to Ep-
stein, when he served as an
unpaid trade envoy for the
U.K. between 2001 and
201L

Release of files

The revelations have
emerged from the release
of files running into mil-
lions of pages related to
Epstein by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice.

The alleged sharing of
documents is just one of
several ways in which Mr.
Mountbatten-Windsor’s

name has surfaced in con-
nection with Epstein. In
2021, an American woman,
Virginia Giuffre, said that
Epstein and his former
girlfriend Ghislaine Max-
well had allegedly traf-
ficked her to Mr. Mountbat-
ten-Windsor for sex when
she was 17. Giuffre died by
suicide in April 2025. In
2022, the former prince,
who has repeatedly denied
any wrongdoing, reached
an out-of-court settlement
with her.

A photograph of a man
who appeared to be Mr.
Mountbatten-Windsor,
kneeling on all fours over a
fully clothed woman lying
on the carpet, was among
the images released on Ja-
nuary 30 by the US.

Ongoing issue: Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor, formerly known as
Prince Andrew, was stripped of his titles [n October 2025, A2

authorities.

The tranche of docu-
ments also suggested a
possible payment from Ep-
stein to Peter Mandelson,
former U.K. envoy to Wash-

ington, who resigned in
November over his friend-
ship with Epstein. The re-
velations also led to Mr.
Mandelson’s resignation
from the Labour Party ear-

lier this month and calls
for Mr. Starmer to step
down.

For the royals, as fresh
revelations around his
links with Epstein
emerged, Mr. Mountbat-
ten-Windsor was stripped
of his titles in October 2025
and asked to leave the
Royal Lodge, his official re-
sidence in Windsor. He re-
cently moved into Wood
Farm, on the Sandringham
Estate in Norfolk, which is
privately owned by King
Charles.

The British press report-
ed that police cars arrived
at the estate around 6 a.m.
on Thursday, with the pol-
ice releasing a statement
around 10 a.m.

“We have today arrested

.
LR

a man in his sixties from
Norfolk on suspicion of
misconduct in public office
and are carrying out
searches at addresses in
Berkshire and Norfolk,"
the Thames Valley Police
said in a statement, adding
that they were not naming
the individual as per na-
tional guidance, when peo-
ple are normally only
named when charged.

Searches were also go-
ing on at Royal Lodge,
where the former prince
lived until earlier this
month. It was unclear
where the suspect was be-
ing questioned.

‘Full and fair process’
The King called for a “full,
fair and proper process”

and offered his “whole
hearted support and co-
operation”, as per a state-
ment released by Bucking-
ham Palace.

“Let me state clearly:
the law must take its
course,” he said, adding it
would not be appropriate
to comment further at this
point in time.

The family of Guiffre al-
soreacted to the news viaa
statement.

“At last today our bro-
ken hearts have been lifted
at the news that no one is
above the law, not even
royalty,” they said, thank-
ing the Thames Valley Pol-
ice and adding, “He was
never a prince. For survi-
vors everywhere, Virginia
did this for you.”

AN



J. EpSiein & vompany

Criminal Deceased
status
Relatives Mark Epstein (brother)

Convictions  Procuring a child for
prostitution - sex trafficking

(2008)
Criminal Sex trafficking (2019)
charge
| . Penalty 13 months' imprisonment
Mug shot of Epstein, 2006 (2008)
Do j::::::::’g;psmm Accomplice  Ghislaine Maxwell
New York City, U.S. Jean-Luc Brunellll2]
Died August 10, 2019 (aged 66) Les Wexner (alleged)!'Il?!
Metropolitan Correctional Sultan Ahmed bin Sulayem
Ce‘nt.er, New Yorik City, U.S. (a"eged)[1][2]
g::;e of Suicide by hanging Lesley Groff (alleged)[3]
Resting place Star of David Cemetery, Palm Details
Beach Gardens, Florida, U.S. Victims 1,000 +4l5]Iel7I8le]
Other names Marius Robert Fortelni''%! , L
‘ Date July 27, 2006 (first criminal
Education Cooper Union (no degree) apprehended cas )
New York University (no e
degree) July 6, 2019 (second criminal

Occupations Financier * broker + educator case)



Aspect

Full Name
Popular Title
Born

Parents
Position in Family

Military Service

Falklands War
Trade Role
Controversy

Titles Status

Current Status

Details (English)

Andrew Albert Christian Edward
Prince Andrew, Duke of York

19 February 1960

Queen Elizabeth Il and Prince Philip

Third child and second son of Queen Elizabeth
[l

Served in the Royal Navy (Helicopter pilot)
Participated in 1982 Falklands War

UK Special Representative for Trade &
Investment (2001-2011)

Linked to Jeffrey Epstein case

Stripped of military titles and royal duties in
2022

No longer a working member of the Royal
Family

faraoT (T8

Ugg 3fodc Tohiude Usas

19 ®all 1960

FGRIAT Uferate gfadr AR e fsfea
FERIS TfISay gfad & rad ddrt
LU S

JTel AdT #H AT (gellehIce d1Ielc)
1982 & Wishels ger A #aT forar

I ¢3 3R A & fadw gfafafe
(2001-2011)

SIhT TUEde ATHS @ 3T faare
2022 #H d=7 3urfeT 3 oy sdear O
afa

319 QMET 9RAR & AT A& oIal o



Part 2: British Royal Family — Structure

Aspect

Type of System

Head of State

Role of Monarch

Real Executive Power

Official Residence

Other Royal Residences

English Explanation

Constitutional Monarchy

King Charles llI

Ceremonial head,
constitutional duties

Prime Minister and Parliament

Buckingham Palace

Windsor Castle, Sandringham

Estate

f&dt faaror

Tdenfaes AsTax

fom Tt qdta
stuaRes U, ddenfis dde

aRdfdes BRI 2fad TeTH=AT 3R Tde &6 U

gfbaq day



OFFENCE CARRIES MAX SENTENCE OF LIFE TERM

» Andrew was taken into
custody at King Charles lII's
private retreat in Sandringham,
where he now resides

> Police say ‘assessing’
reports that he sent
confidential trade
reports to Epstein in 10

> Emails released as part
of Epstein files appeared to
show Andrew sharing reports
of official visits to Hong Kong,
Vietnam and Singapore

» Offence carries a maximum
sentence of life imprisonment,

experts say shorter term more
likely if convicted by a jury

> The longest he can be
held for is 96 hours, but this
. would require multiple
\ extensions from senior
police officers and a
magistrate’s court

> A woman had earlier

alleged she was sent to
the UK by Epstein for a sexual
encounter with Andrew

> Andrew had denied charges,
saying he never suspected
Epstein’s criminal activities



i Arrest and Allegations

- Britain's former Duke of York, Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor, has been arrested in connection with the
Jeffrey Epstein case.

- fea & qd sy 30w aidh, U5y Adede-faewr &) b guwt Ama & 318 3Rt & iR fasar mar &)

- The arrest relates to alleged misconduct in public office during his tenure as UK Trade Envoy (2001-
2011).

- 78 fiRert 37 g 8 TAd1a (2001-2011) & SIS & GRIA dferd ArdsifAd g b gouant & Hafeid 21

- Police conducted searches at royal properties in Berkshire and Norfolk.

- Ifei A a2 3R ARwie fra engt Fufaat ur aaneht s awmn

&2 Connection with Jeffrey Epstein
- Jeffrey Epstein was an American financier and convicted sex offender.

- VP! TUREH U i) farta fAders 3k St At srozreft e

- Allegations resurfaced after the release of U.S. Department of Justice documents.

- 3R = fvmT & TS SIRT 811 & 916 3R SIERT JTHA 31T

- Virginia Giuffre accused Andrew of sexual misconduct when she was 17 years old.

- gt 5139 A Cgg W 17 a9 &Y 3y A At GRIAR &1 3R & 27|

- Andrew denied wrongdoing but reached an out-of-court settlement in 2022.

- U5Y A AT A 37R b, Afds 2022 A 31Tetd P a1gR AHgitar fasan



&J Royal and Constitutional Implications
- He was stripped of his royal titles in October 2025.
» 3agaR 2025 H 373 37 Mgl fEiare ard o g 1)

- The case highlights that even members of a constitutional monarchy are subject to the rule of law.

- TE "ITe geffal & b Tdenfies Tstda & vt B & o & el it o €1d &)

- The UK follows an unwritten constitution with parliamentary sovereignty.

- gaTges fomen ¥ sifafEra dfdem 3k dudta gafear & arazen 81

. inci i i i vV :
The principle “No one is above the law" is central to democratic governance

- "B A FWR BIS F61” BT fGGid clbdiad AT BT e MER &

J Historical Context
« This is one of the rare instances of legal action against a senior member of the British Royal Family.

- g fafeer amgl uRar & aftss agxr & fasg S BRarg & geid HIHe! A 8 T &

« Past royal crises include the 1936 abdication of King Edward VIII.
- g4 Mgt Fasel § 1936 H o1 1gas arew &1 &nuF 2nfAd gl

« Prince Andrew had already stepped back from royal duties in 2019 due to controversy.

- i ¢gg A 2019 A fdarg & Rt Mgl il / g3 @ wi afti



& Political Implications
- The case may intensify republican sentiments in the United Kingdom.

- TE AT YATSCS fb18H A MUTdifAds HIa-T &) AaTgd B JdbdT & |

- It could impact public trust in the monarchy and political institutions.

- 2T sTdF 3R AT Twenai & star &1 faary yifdd 8 Tdbdar 21

- The Prime Minister and political leaders have called for a fair and impartial investigation.

- ETHAT 3R ATifdes Adr3i A fAsaer 3tk ureeif S &6 /i 67 2|

L2 Economic Implications
- As Trade Envoy, Andrew was responsible for promoting UK business interests abroad.

- 8 THd1T & ®U A ¢gY fadeil A g & muiiRes f&dl ol gerar da & fae fFRigR 3

- Such controversies can affect a country's global reputation and investor confidence.

- 29 YBR & faarg fasat 221 o) dfeas Bfd 3k fAderst & faeara & yvIfdd &R Jha gl

- The British monarchy contributes significantly to tourism and soft power diplomacy.

- fafeer Istda ufe 3k ATt TR Beifd & Agayof AhreA ar &1



& Legal Dimensions
- Misconduct in public office is a serious common law offence in the UK.

- IS UG BT gSUAN b A Teh TR BIHA @1 3WRTE &

- It requires proof of abuse of authority and breach of public trust.

- 3O 3HfEIPBR P gHuAT 3R FdsiAds faeany & Iewe BT YHIUT 3TaRIb EXell &

- The case has international dimensions due to US-UK legal coordination.

» AARBI—YD BT AT B BRUT 3T ATHA BT ARSI 3TATH HT 8

Social and Ethical Issues

- The case revives debates about elite privilege and accountability.

- TE ATHAT 3TNiaTTd af & fAAfEiaR 3R STaraee! iR 989 &1 Asiidd bRal gl

- It is linked to broader concerns about human trafficking and exploitation.

- Ig AT a1 3R NS0T I 3 s gef A Jeiferd 21

- Public discourse has been influenced by global movements like #MeToo.

- #MeToo 31 dfedas 3rieIal 2 ArdsifAee fanef o) wifad faar 21
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Switzerland’s President
announces Geneva as host

of 2027 Al Impact Summit

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Artificial Intelligence
(A) Impact Summit in
2027 will be held in Gene-
va, Switzerland’s President
Guy Parmelin said here on
Thursday, making a pitch
for smaller countries to
“come together” to ensure
good governance of Al de-
velopment, so it is not held
in the hands of a few “big
powers”,

Mr. Parmelin, who also
met with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for bilateral
talks on Thursday on the si-
delines of the Al summit
here, said they had dis-
cussed cooperating in in-
novation on artificial intel-
ligence, multilateral
cooperation, and trade ties
after the conclusion of the
India-EFTA trade agree-
ment in 2024,

“Switzerland is looking
forward to hosting the
2027 Al Summit in Geneva
— and to working with the
subsequent incoming host
of the 2028 Al Summit, the
United Arab Emirates, as
partner for the Geneva
Summit,” Mr. Parmelin
told presspersons at Swit-
zerland’s “Country Pavi-

Guy Parmelin

lion” at the Bharat Manda-
pam complex after the
plenary session. “It will al-
so consolidate our role as a
leading centre for innova-
tion and research in Al he
said adding the next sum-
mit would focus on inter-
national law aspects of Al
Asked about the domi-
nation of the two big Al
players, U.S. and China,
who together account for
more than 70% of the glo-
bal Al industry, Mr. Parme-
lin said smaller countries
should “organise” together
and build infrastructure,
while recognising specific

technological break-
throughs in many of the
other countries.

“It is very important
that we work together so
that the [technological fu-

ture of the world] is not
just in a few hands of big
powers,” Mr. Parmelin said
in response to a question
from The Hindu. “We
know some countries have
taken a way forward, and
it's very important that
good  governance s
brought to everyone. Nota-
bly, countries like South
Korea, France, Switzer-
land, need to work togeth-
er to bring good gover-
nance to other countries,”
he added.

In a statement after his
meeting with Mr. Modi, the
Ministry of External Affairs
said both leaders had dis-
cussed the benefits of the
Trade and Economic Part-
nership Agreement (TEPA)
between India and the
four-nation European Free
Trade association (EFTA)
for bilateral trade.

“Both sides agreed to
further strengthen collabo-
ration in innovation-led
growth, joint research,
sharing of best practices,
and capacity building
through training and skill
development initiatives,”
the MEA statement said.

Mr. Modi welcomed
plans to hold the Fifth
Summit in Switzerland.



() Main Announcement

- The 2027 Artificial Intelligence (Al) Impact Summit will be held in Geneva, Switzerland.

. 2027 &1 BRI gefdaid (Tansg) siidae fte foar, fGesRes # smafaia fasar e

- Switzerland's President Guy Parmelin made the announcement.

. fiesRAls & Isgufd Mg UTHfeia 3§39 BINoT 6

- He emphasized that Al governance should not remain in the hands of a few “big powers."

« 3gI1 3R 3T o6 T3ns o7 o o5 “ast erfaiit” & gre W Tifia &l & anfgu|

& Objective of the Summit
- The summit aims to promote inclusive and good governance of Al development.

- 5 IfHc BT 38T T3S fabra & fag Fumdeit 3k g & gerar S & |

- Smaller countries are encouraged to collaborate and build Al infrastructure together.

. BIS 22N B! g B 3R fAdH: Tans radza fdwfad & & faw Wicfgd fdar T g1

- The focus will include international legal aspects of artificial intelligence.

- SN BRI gefdiald &b ARSI BT Uge3it uR |l e féam smemm



&) Global Al Power Structure

« The United States and China together account for more than 70% of the global Al industry.
- e 53 IARET 3R A e dfedes T 32 & 70% I 3ifeie &R @1 ufdfifeia &d 2

- There is concern about technological dominance by a few countries.

- BB 32 GRY dp-ATh! I Bt A faar erad 6 ¢ 1

- Countries like South Korea, France, and Switzerland are expected to cooperate for balanced Al
governance.

- gfgror wifan, wig 3R f@esrets A 3o & Tqfea Tans oy & fAg Fgah & 3pden &1 s &1

L India-Switzerland Relations

« President Parmelin met Prime Minister Narendra Modi for bilateral talks.

- Irgufa urfe A wemawat 93g et 3 fguaita araf &1

« They discussed innovation cooperation and multilateral engagement in Al.

- 3N Tag ® qarar A ik sgusita yniierdt wR T 6

- Discussions also covered the Trade and Economic Partnership Agreement (TEPA) between India and
EFTA countries.

- MRd 3R $uweiy 3ot & dta @R 3k snfefes argierRt awsia (TEPA) Rl aaf g8

- The European Free Trade Association (EFTA) includes Switzerland, Norway, Iceland, and Liechtenstein.

- TR ot @ATUR WH (EFTA) | &esrds, A1, 3msads 3k fawewta enfier €1



- Geneva has historically been a hub of multilateral diplomacy and international institutions.

- fSan ¥fderiies ¥u & gguefia Fetfa 3R AR Tzt &1 &g T 8|

- It hosts organizations like the World Trade Organization (WTO) and United Nations offices.

- gl faea &TUR F1T69 (WTO) 3R Igard g & s BRI Rd 8l

- Switzerland follows a policy of neutrality in international politics.

- fTesRAS AR ASTHIfd | deerdr o ifd BT Uted &dT 81

4 Geographical Significance

- Geneva is located in western Switzerland near the French border.

- forar ufeTrt fiaesRels A Wiy & JaT & Uy e 21

- It is a major center for global governance institutions.
- I dfedas R T3 BT T UHH &g &

- Switzerland is a landlocked country in Central Europe.

. fRETRAE Hed JAY BT Teb WAeidG 220 21
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Capital
Federal city
Largest city

et a——

Bern (de facto)
Bern!2!2l(3]
Zurich

Official languages

German (62%), French
(23%), Italian (8%),
Romansh (0.5%)

Nationality (2024)'!

Religion (2024)/°!

72.6% Swiss
27.4% foreign
nationals

54.7% Christianity
30% Catholicism
-18.7%
Protestantism
- 6% other Christian
36.8% no religion
6% Islam
1.5% other religions
0.9% unanswered

Demonyms

English: Swiss
German:
Schweizer/Schweizerin
French:
Suisse/Suissesse
Italian:
svizzero/svizzera or
elvetico/elvetica
Romansh:
Svizzer/Svizra

| Legislature

*» Upper house
» Lower house

Federal Assembly

Councll of States
National Council

Government

Federal assembly-
independentl6ll7]
directorial republic

History
* Founded 1 August 129110
* Sovereignty 24 October 1648
recognised
(Peace of
Westphalia)
* Federal Treaty 7 August 1815
* Federal state 12 September
1848/cl8]
Area
* Total 41,2911 km?
(15,943 sq mi) (132th)
« Water (%) 419
Population
« 2025 estimate A 9,060,598!"%! (99th)
- 2015 census A 8,327,126/
* Density 207/km? (536.1/sq mi)
(67th)
GDP (PPP) 2025 estimate
« Total 4 $881.083 billion!'?!
(35th)
* Per capita 4 $97,660!"7! (6th)
GDP (nominal) 2025 estimate
« Total 4 $1.008 trillion!'?!
(20th)
« Per capita A $111,0471'2 (3rd)
Gini (2023) A 31.5113
medium inequality
HDI (2023) 4 0.9701"4
very high (2nd)
Currency Swiss franc (CHF)
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Amazon dethrones Walmart as world’s biggest firm by sales

BLOOMBERG
February 19

AMAZON HAS OFFICIALLY
dethroned Walmart as the
biggest global company by rev-
enue, a milestone attesting to
the massive scale the e-com-
merce and cloud-computing
giant has achieved since its
humble beginnings in 1994 as
an online bookseller in Jeff
Bezos’Seattle-area garage.
Walmart, which had been
the largest company by rev-
enue formorethanadecade,on
Thursday reported sales of
$713.2 billion for the 12
months ending January 31.
Amazon, which operates on a
fiscal yearending in December,
earlier this month reported
2025 sales of $717 billion.
Bezos carefully studied Wal-
mart founder Sam Walton,

RACE TO THE TOP

® Walmart reported sales of
$713.2 bn for 12 months
ending Jan31

m Bezos carefully
studied Walmart
founder Sam Walton,
embracing many of
his biz strategies

m Over past decade, Amazon's
revenue has increased at almost

10 times pace of Walmart's

Walmart biggest
physical retailer in
world, with over

10,000

stores globally

m Walmart
more
successful in
e-comm ops
than Amazon
in creating
physical
stores biz

embracing many of his busi-
ness strategies while building
his company.

Over the past decade, Ama-
zon's revenue has increased at
almost 10 times the pace of
Walmart’s, fueled by a shift in
consumer spending from

stores to websites and its
rapidly growing cloud-com-
puting business, Amazon Web
Services.

Amazon and Walmart com-
pete head-to-head for shop-
pers’ dollars. Amazon is the
biggest online retailer, with its

website and mobile apps
attracting 2.7 billionvisits each
month.

Walmart is the biggest
physical retailer in the world,
with more than 10,000 stores
and shopping clubs globally.
Both companies generate most

of their revenue in the US.

Walmart is having more
success developing its e-com-
merce operation than Amazon
is having in creating a physical
stores business despite its
2017 acquisition of Whole
Foods Market.

But the revenue story is
more about Amazon’s domi-
nance in cloud computing, a
business Walmart doesn’t com-
pete in. Without AWS, Ama-
zon’s 2025 revenue would have
been $588 billion.Soits ascen-
dance rests largely on the
importance of data centers as
critical infrastructure in the
age of artificial intelligence.

“This is a hollow victory,”
said Kirthi Kalyanam,executive
director of the Retail Manage-
ment Institute at Santa Clara
University.“Amazon didn’t beat
Walmart in the retail game. It

just beat them in revenue by
launching a new business Wal-
mart doesn’t operate in.”

Being the biggest company
by revenue mostly represents
scale and consumer reach,and
isn’t necessarily valued by
investors. Before Walmart,
Exxon Mobil and General
Motors had the distinction,
which brings with it greater
political scrutinyand customer
expectations. Nvidia is the
world’s most valuable com-
pany,with a market capitalisa-
tion of $4.5 trillion, more than
double Amazon’s and more
than four times larger than
Walmart’s.

Bezos, who first overtook
Microsoft co-founder Bill Gates
as the world’s wealthiest per-
son in 2017, currently ranks
fourth richest, with estimated
assets of $228 billion.




Basis of
Comparison

Founded

Headquarters

Business Model

Revenue (Latest
Approx.)

Main Revenue
Source

Number of
Stores

Online Presence

Walmart

1962 by Sam
Walton

Bentonville,
Arkansas, USA

Primarily physical
retail stores

~$713 billion
annually

Physical retail
sales

10,000+ stores
globally

Growing e-
commerce
platform

areTdATe

1962 # #H dlecd ¢aRT
IR

AEIT: Hifas Fer &R
ITTRA

TITHIT 713 3IRT o
SHCED

Hifds ger foshr

10,000+ 3fgs R

T §3TT S-PIAY TolhIA

Amazon

1994 by Jeff Bezos

Seattle, Washington, USA

E-commerce + Cloud
computing

~$717 billion annually

Online retail + AWS cloud
services

Limited physical stores

World'’s largest online
retailer

AT

1994 # I% Sl GaRT
T

S-HIAY + FAI38 HY[e
3R




No major cloud &l Amazon Web Services AT a9 A@faas (AWS) —

Cloud Business . ision ; (AWS) — global leader ~ 3Raa 3reoh

Advertising Limited compared Major digital advertising
Revenue to Amazon business g91 f3fSed faams saaar

Retail margins & AWS contributes major

Profit Driver -
scale profits

AWS 9HE o1 i

Employee ~2.1 million

Strength employees ~1.5 million employees STITHIT 15 oM HHIRT

. Largest physical Largest e-commerce v .
Market Position -~ = company Iy F31 S-H1AET ST

Growth Rate Very high growth (~10x  §gd sl J&f¥ (dlelAE &

Moderate growth

(Last Decade) faster than Walmart) 4TI 10 T[T o)

Technological Supply chain Al, Cloud, Data & Digital
Edge efficiency ecosystem




Main Development
- Amazon has officially become the world’s biggest company by revenue, surpassing Walmart.

+ WS MfEBIRS FTU A AITHIE B! UTS Blgd §T ISR P AR UR g1 Bt FGd g1 Ut g4 715 2|

« This marks a major milestone for the e-commerce and cloud computing giant.

- UL $-BIHY 3R 138 BRIfeT fgnTst & foig Tas Heaygul 3udfed &l

& Revenue Figures

- Amazon reported sales of about $717 billion for fiscal year 2025.

. 33 A fad af 2025 & @M 717 3Rd SieiR bt faehl &31 i

- Walmart reported sales of about $713.2 billion for the 12 months ending January 31.
- AIGTHTE A 31 FTHARN B JHTE 12 HET B a1 713.2 3R SiaiR ol fadht gaf bl

- Over the past decade, Amazon's revenue grew nearly 10 times faster than Walmart's.

- fUB™ goIp | AT &Y 3T dicTHIE &t doi=1 A @I 10 AT dsit J dal |



) Business Model Differences

- Amazon operates as an e-commerce leader and a cloud computing giant through Amazon Web Services
(AWS).
- 3RS -BIAY | UM g &b JT-J1 3R A9 JfGJST (AWS) &b ATEIH & TA138 BRgfe A HE 3ot &1

- Walmart remains the world's largest physical retailer with over 10,000 stores globally.

- GIATE 10,000 & 31fefep dfedes TR & A1el g o1 Jad g1 vilfdes Fe1 fadsdr a1 g3 21

- Amazon dominates online retail, while Walmart is stronger in physical retail operations.

- 3RS AT Fe | Uil 8, STdfds alerATe vifdds JeT JaTe- | Afeid Haigd &

& Role of Cloud Computing
- A significant portion of Amazon's profits comes from AWS, its cloud computing division.

- 3RS & HATS BT 98T [ERT 3D F138 BRLeT favnT AWS J 3TaT &

- Without AWS, Amazon's revenue growth would be significantly lower.

- AWS & TI4T 3RS &1 AT gfg BT BH &l Jdbdl it

- Cloud computing and data centers are critical infrastructure in the age of Artificial Intelligence.

- A0 gFGHTT &b T A F13s Bgfen 3R 3T Her Agayuf srazRaT &1



& E-commerce Competition
- Walmart has improved its e-commerce operations significantly in recent years.

- ETc & IS A DIcTHIE A 37U §-BIAY JdTed A ez JUR fhan gl

- However, Amazon continues to lead in digital marketplace scale and innovation.

. gTcTifep, 3 f3fsied Ardhed & IR 3R Farar A 3ol g1 g3 8|

L2 Economic and Market Perspective
- Being the biggest company by revenue reflects scale and consumer reach.

+ I P AR R JGH Gt o1 g1 dHM 3R IR ugd o) gorfdr 2|

- However, the most valuable company by market capitalization is Nvidia, not Amazon.

- ETeTifdbs, STSTR GSTehRUT & SHTER TR A Hedd U1 GAdifea 8, 3 &l |

- Market capitalization measures investor confidence and future growth expectations.

» T5TR UsiiepoT fAaerep! & faeary 3k vfdsy &t gfg ! 3radanail & gfar &1



4 Historical Context
- Amazon started in 1994 as an online bookstore in Jeff Bezos' garage.

» 3T BT YB3 1994 H B A1 P 1S A U A8 gheR & w9 7 g5 ot

- Walmart dominated global retail for decades before Amazon's rise.

- AT & 3I¢T A UEA dITHIE GRIPI ad dfeads FeT & W UHE &1

) Technological Dimension
« The shift from physical retail to digital platforms represents the Fourth Industrial Revolution.

- Hifdes a1 B fefsied wewid &t 3R agma dteit sitenfiias wifd &1 wdte 21

« Data, Al, and cloud services are redefining global business leadership.

- 31, Tané 3R T3S Aa1d Heas IR A B gAdRMIfEa & &t 8

L Geopolitical and Economic Significance
- US-based technology firms dominate global digital infrastructure.

- 3ARasT 3enfRa wienfidst dufAar dfeas fefFiea srasza=T U W Wt 8

« The rise of Amazon reflects the growing importance of digital economies worldwide.

. 3T BT 3¢ fGeaz A fafdie efaaazensit b ded Hed &) g2ifdar 2|

- It highlights how innovation-driven companies can surpass traditional retail giants.

- Ig galfar & & 7arar-3nenfiRa dufFar uRIRe a1 femsit ot uies Bis Tl &1



B Amazon - Revenue Breakdown L Advertising Services

i Online Stores » Revenue from sponsored ads and marketplace advertising.

- Amazon earns the largest share from its online stores (direct retail sales). - W8 fazmue 3k Ardbewy fasmo= § 3ma
« 3R 3! 3iAATE LR (Weaer Fer faeht) J Jad siftias 3ma 315 e 81
« Revenue: ~ $45-50 billion.

« Revenue: ~ $230-240 billion annually. « 31T T 45-50 3R SFR|

. TIf¥es 31T @I 230-240 3139 Sieik |

& Third-Party Seller Services L) Subscription Services
+ Fees from third-party sellers (commissions, fulfillment, logistics). - Includes Prime memberships, streaming services, and digital subscriptions.
ST OERION 5 RGP0 (I, eI, SRR e ST WTgH FeaT, T Jars 3k Rffied Feafwr anfie &)

- Revenue: ~ $140-150 billion.

< « Revenue: ~ $40-45 billion.
« 3T: T 140-150 39 STk

« 31TT: @ 40-45 379 Sio|

) Amazon Web Services (AWS)

- Cloud computing services including data storage and Al infrastructure. L Physical Stores

' e A, B 4 Aot bl « Revenue from Whole Foods and Amazon physical outlets.

+ Revenue: ~ $90-100 billion. - Bl BEd 3R 3ms & Hifds 2R 3 3
« 3T: @M 90-100 3Rd Bieik|
- Revenue: ~ $20-25 billion.

- AWS contributes the majority of Amazon's operating profit. 5
« 3T 6T 20~-25 31R9 S|

- AWS 3579 & Uf¥area &M &1 981 &1 e &l gl



Rajya Sabha Elections



Aspect

Announcement

Coverage

Nature

English

ECI announced biennial elections
to fill 37 Rajya Sabha seats.

Elections across 10 States.

Rajya Sabha elections are held
every two years for one-third
members.

fedr
faTaeT 3MART o 37 qSIHHAT

diet gq efdaren geAra 6
gryoTr Y|

10 Tt A IoAra AT Biarl

TeTHAT AT &Y al aY H Teh-
Rers et & v @ §




Topic

Nature

Constitutional Article

Present Strength

Nominated Members

Seat Allocation
Qualification

Tenure

Retirement

Chairperson

English

Council of States; Upper House of
Parliament.

Article 80 — Maximum strength 250
members.

245 (233 elected + 12 nominated).

12 nominated by President for
literature, science, art & social service.

Based on population (Fourth
Schedule).
Article 84 — Minimum age 30 years.

Permanent House; not subject to
dissolution.

One-third retire every 2 years; term =6
years.

Vice-President of India is ex-officio
Chairman.

fear

Tt HiT IRYe; TG HT 3T A |
3Tede 80 — Af&ehcdd F&AT 250
qEET |

gdAT F&IT 245 (233 fAaiRa +
12 FeAled)|

12 98 Tsgufd ganT difgcy,
faaiTet, sell @ HATST Far §q
HAA|

SAHEIT & YR TR (T 1) |
3TedE 84 —FgAaH g 30 Ay
TR Heat; a1 oTel foham ST FehdT|

Jcde 2 a¥ H THh-[dgs de8g
Harfeigd,; Hrdedre 6 av|

;R?ra:mmﬁ el gomafa g
|



Feature
Type

Electoral College

Voting System
Ballot

Quota

Surplus Transfer

Open Ballot

Independent MLA

Anti-Defection

NOTA

English

Indirect Election

Elected MLAs of States & UTs
Proportional Representation by
Single Transferable Vote (STV).
Preferential voting (1, 2, 3...).

Candidate must secure required
quota.

Extra votes transferred to next
preference.

Party MLAs must show vote to
authorized agent.

Does not show ballot.

Voting against whip in RS election
does not attract disqualification
under 10th Schedule.

NOTA removed for Rajya Sabha
(2018 SC judgment).

feey
ITET AT

I=gi/hgen@d geelt & faarfad
IERIEERD

Tohel HHAVT AT c@RT ATATI AR
EIGIGIBEEL

AT IMERd AdereT (1,2, 3...).

3FrHlcar & [uTRa sler ureg e
gicm &l

faRed AT 319Tel aiIdr i
TR

arél faurre RSd Tele AT
femma g1

A Auras Aq g1 @

WWW:#%%W
:Haa?rwaﬂa“rm—nﬁasag?r
3AIAT gl

ToTTAT # NOTA AT (2018 o
e o) |



Provision
Article 324

Article 83(1)

Representation of the People Act, 1951

10th Schedule

4th Schedule

Amendment 2003

Details
Superintendence of elections vested in ECI.

Rajya Sabha is a permanent body.
Governs conduct of elections.

Anti-defection law (does not apply to RS
voting whip violation).

Allocation of seats to states.

Removed domicile requirement for RS
candidates.



English

Only elected Members of
Legislative Assemblies (MLAs) of
States vote.

Nominated MLAs cannot vote.

In Union Territories like Delhi &
Puducherry, elected MLAs vote.

fecr

shdol T qoapm«maag

FWLAs) HICTT Fa Bl
HAlATd [d8TIeh HAdGIT oTol

|
fgoell @ g3l S8 hgenfad
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) How Quota is Calculated?

Total valid votes

Quets = Seats to be filled + 1 >

Example:

If 100 MLASs vote and 3 seats are to be filled:

100
Quota:-?’_i_—l+1:25—l—1=26

So a candidate needs 26 votes to win.



Feature

Nature

Election
Minimum Age
Money Bill Power

No-Confidence
Motion

Rajya Sabha

Permanent

ndirect
30 years
Can delay 14 days

Cannot initiate

Lok Sabha

Can be dissolved
Direct

25 years

Final authority

Can initiate



Consider the following statements regarding Rajya Sabha elections:

1. Members are elected through proportional representation by means of single transferable vote.

2. Rajya Sabha is subject to dissolution like Lok Sabha.

3. Voting against party whip in a Rajya Sabha election attracts disqualification under the Tenth
Schedule.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A) 1 only

B) 1and 2 only
C) 1and 3 only
D)1, 2and 3



Bihar Al-Powered Remote
E-Voting System



& Timeline of EVM in India

Year Development

1982 First experimental use in Kerala.

1998 Used in 16 Assembly constituencies.

2004 Fully used in Lok Sabha elections.

2013 Supreme Court mandates VVPAT (Subramanian Swamy case).
2019 100% VVPAT coverage in General Elections.

L Is Online / Internet Voting Allowed in India?

Type Status

Internet voting for general public X Not allowed

Remote Voting Machine (RVM) Prototype tested (for migrant voters)

State-level digital experiments Some states piloted blockchain-based local voting

« India currently uses offline EVMs only, not online voting.



Country

India
USA

Estonia

Brazil

Voting System
Offline EVM + VVPAT

Mix of paper ballot & electronic
systems

Internet-based voting since 2005

Fully electronic (non-internet)




Aspect

Initiative

Implementing Authority

App Name

First Deployment

Objective

Target Beneficiaries

Authentication Process

Governance Significance

English

Bihar showcased an Al-powered
mobile-based remote e-voting
system at India Al Impact Summit
2026.

Developed by Bihar State Election
Commission in collaboration with C-
DAC.

Android application “e-Voting
SECBHR”.

Used in 2025 Urban Local Body
elections in Bihar.

Increase accessibility and voter
participation.

Migrant workers, students, senior
citizens, pregnant women, PwDs,
and the unwell.

OTP verification + Al facial
recognition + live selfie matched
with EPIC database.

Part of digital governance reforms
and Al integration in elections.

TSISS UTellhele “e-Voting
SECBHR’|

2025 & A TUEAT AT Ieral
F uge) I) 3UAeT fRar s

D AT + TS By
RepfFe1eeT + osa Tethr &1 EPIC
sy 4 fAeE|

fefSice araeia gur 3R garat &
UHTE & THIEOT F e



Topic

Details

Constitutional Authority

Articles 243K & 243ZA — State Election Commission for
Panchayat & Municipal elections.

National Election Body

Article 324 — Election Commission of India (ECI).

EPIC Introduced

1993 onwards nationwide voter ID program.

Remote Voting Concept

ECI proposed Remote Voting Machine (RVM) prototype in
2023 for migrant voters.

Digital India Link

Supports Digital India & Al Governance frameworks.

Global Debate

Security vs Accessibility dilemma in remote voting systems.




Parameter

Type

Legal Status

Al Integration

Remote Voting

Security Model

Major Risk

Bihar Model

Mobile-based Al Remote
Voting

Limited to ULB elections

Yes (facial recognition)

Yes (via smartphone)

OTP + Al + EPIC database

Cyberattack & coercion
voting

Indian Context

EVM + VVPAT (offline
controlled system)

National elections use EVM
under ECI supervision

No Al in national voting yet

RVM prototype under
testing

Physical EVM + VVPAT audit
trail

Booth capturing,
malfunction concerns

Global Context

Mix of postal ballots,
internet voting, hybrid
systems

Country-specific laws

Limited (Estonia digital ID
verification)

Estonia — full internet

voting since 2005

Estonia uses blockchain-
based security

Cybersecurity & foreign
interference



Country
Estonia
Switzerland

USA

Brazil

India

System

Internet Voting (i-Voting)
Limited e-voting pilots
Mostly postal ballots

Fully electronic EVM (not
internet-based)

EVM + VVPAT

Key Feature

Blockchain-backed digital ID
system

Cantonal-level trials

Limited online for military
overseas voters

Centralized electronic voting
since 2000

No nationwide internet
voting yet



Consider the following statements regarding Bihar's Al-powered remote e-voting system:

1. It was first deployed during the 2025 Urban Local Body elections.
2. It uses blockchain technology similar to Estonia’s national voting system.

3. ldentity verification includes Al-based facial recognition matched with EPIC database.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A) 1and 2 only
B) 1and 3 only
C) 2 and 3 only
D)1,2and 3



Questions and Answers to the previous day’s
daily quiz: 1. Name the other four pillars of Islam
apart from fasting. Ans: Faith, Prayer, Charity
and Pilgrimage

2. The start of an Islamic month usually depends on
the sighting of this body. Ans: (Crescent) moon

3. The significance of 622 CE. Ans: Prophet
Muhammad and his followers migrated from
Mecca to Medina to escape persecution

4. During this month, the first verses of Islam’s
central text, the Quran, were revealed to the
Prophet here. Ans: Cave of Hira / Mount Hira

5. This angel is believed to have delivered the
revelations. Ans: Angel Jibreel (Gabriel)

6. The Quran prescribes the practice of fasting to
these religious communities. Ans: Jews and
Christians

7.1n 1973, an Arab coalition launched this offensive
against Israel. Ans: Yom Kippur War

Visual: Name the mosque compound and the
structure pictured in the background. Ans: Al-Agsa
mosque compound; Dome of the Rock

Early Birds: Mohan Lal Patel| Tamal Biswas|
Sukdev Shet| Arun Kumar Singh| Dodo Jayaditya



V.V. Ramanan

[N
QUESTION 1

Name the seminal paper

published by Google
researchers in 2017 that
introduced the
transformer architecture
used by modern LLMs.
A

QUESTION 2

Name the specialised
processing units within
NVIDIA GPUs that are
designed to drastically
accelerate Al, deep
learning, and
high-performance
computing workloads.
A

QUESTION 3

Copilot grounds its LLM
responses in real-time

web data by using a
proprietary orchestrator that
connects to the Bing search
index. What mythological
name has Microsoft given to
this model?

A

QUESTION 4

Name the Israeli-Canadian
scientist, a co-founder and
former chief scientist at
OpenAl, who co-invented
AlexNet, a convolutional
neural network.

A

QUESTIONS

Expand RNN and LSTM, the
neural networks used for
sequential data like natural
language processing.

A

QUESTION 6

What is ‘hallucination’ with
respect to Al?

A

Visual question:

Name this young IITM alumnus who is the co-founder and CEO of a tech firm that is
challenging Google Search and ChatGPT.



Word of the day

Perfidy:

betrayal of trust; an act of deliberate betrayal

Synonyms: betrayal, treachery, treason

Usa €. There have been allegations of perfidy
against him.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/perfidypro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /p3:.frdi/
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What you'll get
« Coverage of all major national and international events from January 2025 to March 2026

» 20 high-priority topics explained in depth so you can handle both factual and analytical questions
Topics to be Covered:
1. Government Schemes (Flagship + New Launches)
2. Budget & Taxation
3. Economic Indicators
4. Reports & Indices (India’s Rank)
5. International Affairs (India + Major Summits)
6. Science & Tech
7. Environment & Ecology
8. Polity & Constitution Updates
9. Awards & Honours
10. Sports
11. Banking & Financial Market
12. Defence
13. Appointments & Resignations
14. Books & Authors
15. Important Days & Themes
16. Government Committees
17. States in News
18. India Rankings & Lists
19. Sports + Govt Sports Schemes
20. Miscellaneous Must-Do

« All video lectures will be delivered in bilingual format (Hindi + English) to ensure clarity and comfort for
every learner.
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