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'Riots rock Bangladesh as
leader of uprising dies; 2
newspaper offices torched

DHAEA

Viokent protests swept Ban-
gladesh on Thursday night
and Friday following the
death of Sharif Osman Ha-
dl, a key figure of last year's
uprising against the Sheikh
Hasina government and a
leader of the Inguilab Man-
cha.

Hadi, 32, was shot at on
December 12 while he was
campaigning for the up-
coming February elections
and died of injuries on
Thursday night at a hospi-
tal in Singapore.

‘Agents of India’
Protesters stormed the of-
fices of the country's two
leading newspapers -
Prathom Al and The Daily
Star - and set fire to the
buildings, trapping jour-
nalists and other staff in-
side. Accusing both pew-
spapers of being “agents of
Innchia’, the crowd wenton a
rampage.

He was a spokesperson
of Ingilab Mancha and a
prospective candidate for
the Dhaka-8 seat,

From the capital's Shah-
bagh intersection to un-
iversity campuses and ma-
Jor  cities, students,
political  activists, and
members of the public or-
ganised marches, block-
ades and demonstrations,
and demanded justice for
Hadi. Leaders and activists
of the National Citizen Par-
ty (NCP), the Bangladesh
Islami Chhatra Shibir (the
student wing of Bangla
desh Jamaat-e-Islami), and
the Dhaka University Cen-
tral Students’ Union (DUC-
SU) participated in  the
protests at Shahbagh and

areas.

Protesters raised slo-
ans hailing Hadl and prot-
ested against what they
called 'Indian interference’

Facing fury: Bangladesh troops at the Prothom Alo daly's office,
which was set on fire in Dhaks on Fridey. &

in  Bangladesh's affairs.
NCP leaders Asif Mahmud,
Mahfuj Alam, convener Na-
hid Islam, and Nasiruddin
Patwarl were present dur-
ing the protests.

Following the protests,
hundreds of demonstra-
tors reached the office of
Prothom Alo, one of the
largest dailies in Bangla-
desh, at Karwan Bazar
around 1130 pm. on
Thursday and surrounded
the Dbuilding. Dozens
climbed the fourstory
structure, vandalised the
floors, dragged out docu-
ments and furniture, and
set them on fire, By Friday
moming, the buikling hacd
been completely charred.

Around 1215 a.m., prot-
esters stormed the office of
The Daily Star near Farm-
gate. Some looted CPUs,
monitors, and furniture.
More than a dozen journal-
ists and employees were
initially trapped on the
rooftop, with several oth-
ers stranded on different
floors, Firefighters brought
the blaze under control at
2.00 am., and a fire ser-
vice crane was deployed to
rescue those trapped. By
2:30 am, all employees had
been evacuated safely.

Following the attacks,
operations at Prothom Alo
and The Daily Star were
suspended and both new-

spapers  were not  pu-
blished on Friday. Their
online activities were also
disrupted.

The Interlm govern-
ment led by Nobel Bureate
Muhammad Yunus con-
demned the attacks and
urged citizens to resist
from what it described as
mob actions carried out by
a  handful of fringe
elements,

Govt. pledge firm action
“We are deeply sorry for
the terror and violence you
have endured,” the govern:
ment said in a statement,
adding that attacks on jousr-
nalists are an assault on
truth. The government
pledged 1o bring to justice
those responsible for the
violence,

Mr. Yunus spoke 1o the
editors of both newspapers
over the phone and offered
support. “This unexpected
and disgraceful attack on
your institutions and jour-
nalists has deeply pained
me, In this difficult time,
the government stancls
firmly by your sde” he
told them. The statement
also condemned the lynch-
ing of a Hindu man in My-
mensingh, calling it a hei-
nous crime and asserting
that there is “no space for
such violence in the new

Bangladesh.”



W Core Event
Large-scale protests and riots continued in Dhaka and other cities following the death of youth

leader Sharif Osman Hadi.

AT AdT 2RI IWH g6t Bl e & d1¢ BT 3R 317 gl A 48 dam W faRter-ugefq 3ik <t st 221

& Trigger Factor
Hadi, a leader of last year’s uprising against the Hasina government, was shot dead, triggering

nationwide unrest.
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&l Protest Demands
Protesters demanded arrest of the gunmen and alleged that India should not harbour elements of

the former Hasina government.

UEHIRAY A EIRY 6t fREARY &t 7ivT 1 31R 3R @ foh WRA &Y gd 4191 TRBR & dedl Bl 2RO
&l &t =gl

& Violence & Vandalism
o Two major newspaper offices, Prothom Alo and The Daily Star, were attacked and set on fire.

WA 3mel 31k € 2l ©R &b BrRITEAY UR gaar faar mam 3k 3mr & &t ng)



L) Media Freedom Issue

« Journalists were harassed and media houses targeted, raising concerns over press freedom.

UFABRI B1 9N fasar man 3k wifsar Tremat &t fAemAr g=mn man, 5ad 9 WdFdr iR §ard &S g2

L Attacks on Indian Mission

« In Chattogram, a mob attacked the residence of India's Deputy High Commissioner by hurling
bricks.

UG A vlg A YR & IU-IHG P HTArE R YR faar

w Political Responses

« Bangladesh Nationalist Party condemned violence against the media, while Jamaat-e-Islami
called for patience.

gitene el AeMfae uret A wifsar ur @4 &t fAgr &Y, s7afd sHTa-T-gam! A Jaw &t 3rdie &

LJ Interim Government Stand

« Interim government under Muhammad Yunus urged calm, unity and democratic progress.
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&J Law & Order Measures

« Tear gas was used, highways were blocked, and the Bangladesh Army was deployed to restore
order.
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Aspect

Core incident

Who was Hadi

Cause of death

Place of death

Spread of protests

Major violence

Newspapers targeted

Nature of damage

Accusations by protesters

Explanation

Violent riots erupted across Bangladesh after the death of uprising leader Sharif Osman Hadi. | 3BEPISIGHIS S5

Sharif Osman Hadi was a key leader of last year’s uprising against the Hasina government. | €8l &ndS Uke
FE BATUIGEST GUSTT TS T T8 SAGHIS TS Sed FF

Hadi was shot on December 12 while campaigning for the upcoming February elections. | 0¥tk &XI%HES FIS
SGEl S5 R 12 F Y 5 Uk o BFle WEET o6 VTS

Hadi later died of injuries while undergoing treatment in Singapore. | T3k 35 OREF SERIEH G S RIUEUES

Protests spread from Shahbagh in Dhaka to universities and major cities. | ZISd S5 CIUIKU ESBRER -5 < S
Protesters stormed and set fire to offices of two leading newspapers. | ST SIRIEAS T ? %Tlf;lgf}g

SITHIFHY URRISHY © U U g5

Offices of Prothom Alo and The Daily Star were torched and vandalised. | §PATS AT Y € IS0k adel S5 SAIBRITGH
KA IIRIT VI > Y SHSA S6 UTs

Journalists were trapped, documents destroyed, equipment looted and buildings charred. | LRI aba?g,;
SH 35, &g3uX W US > 8 Rekkked 3T Uk

Protesters accused newspapers of acting as “agents of India”. | ST G SHBREFHS R Y OTEFEST “Shofele ECET MY 2 ~EE)
S EEIE JUddey




Political participation

Law and order response

Media shutdown

Interim government stand

Key message from govt

India angle

Press freedom concern

Leaders and workers of NCP, BNP, Jamaat student wing and others joined protests. | NCP, BNP, aXskie &g
FOFT 7Y 2T STHES S SUHS cHPTEY SWLPRTT 553

Bangladesh Army and firefighters were deployed to control violence and rescue trapped people. | &g
BRI > [AGHAEASH odS S5 RS Ioltidec @™ >3 XIS I 03 &ide % 5 USs

Both newspapers suspended printing and online operations temporarily. | TSR I IFEHSR fdadgs & &
B Y O SRS 55dcCT e S Mg

Interim government led by Muhammad Yunus condemned attacks and promised strict action. | F#E¢

TRE, STHE R TR SIS SURTEAE A0 56 T U S oo STkt 59 & (g™ S5

Government stated there is “no space for violence” in the new Bangladesh. | ST SSURE ©5

Protest slogans accused India of interference in Bangladesh’s internal affairs. | sc¢s® S5 SRRl T8
[oiEdec S5 SAeNE Wb ot Sd ST YUGIH U IS

The incident raised serious concerns over media freedom and democratic norms. | ¥¢ cs% &g

S THed > THE oS THEATY] VE e EE 565
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Govt. to Increase reservation
for Agniveers in CAPFs to 50%

After reserving 50% constable posts in BSF, the Home Ministry moves to enhance the quota in

Group C posts for ex-Agniveers in other CAPFs; new policy marks a shift from earlier decision

Vi S

NEW DELHI
onths before the
first batch of Agni-

veers retires from
service, the Union Home
Ministry has decided to en-
hance reservation for ex-
Agniveers in the Group C
posts of the Central Armed
Police Forces (CAPFs) from
the existing 10% to 50%, a
senior government official
told The Hindu.

On Friday, the Ministry
notified that 50% vacant
constable posts in the Bor-
der Security Force (BSF)
will be reserved for former
Agniveers. Though ex-
empted from Physical Stan-
dard Test and Physical Effi-
ciency Test, the
notification suggests that
the ex-Agniveers will have
to appear for written exam-
inations like other regular
candidates.

The official said that the
recruitment rules for
Group C posts of all CAPFs
will be amended gradually
in the coming days. This is
a significant shift from Mi-
nistry’s earlier decision to
implement 10% reservation
for the temporary recruits

The notification suggests that the ex-Agniveers will have to appear
for written examinations like other regular candidates. IMRAN NISSAR

of the armed forces in the
CAPFs.

Violent protests in 2022
The recruitment policy an-
nounced in 2022 was met
with violent protests and
was one of the major issues
during the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections.

Following protests, the
Ministry announced that
10% of all vacancies in the
CAPFs will be reserved for
the armed forces recruits
who have completed four
years of service under the
Agnipath scheme. It also
announced five years age
relaxation in recruitment

for the first batch and three
years age relaxation for
subsequent batches. The
first batch of Agniveers will
be eligible for recruitment
in the CAPFs in 2026.

On Friday, the Ministry
notified the Border Securi-
ty Force, General Duty
Cadre (Non-Gazetted) Re-
cruitment Rules, (Amend-
ment) Rules, 2025, with
new provisions.

The amended Rules say,
“By direct recruitment (in-
cluding fifty per cent va-
cancies shall be reserved
for ex-Agniveers in every
recruitment year, ten per
cent from ex-Servicemen

and up to three per cent for
absorption of annual va-
cancy amongst Comba-
i Constable
(Tradesmen).”

“In the first phase, the
recruitment shall be con-
ducted by the Nodal Force
for fifty per cent vacancies
earmarked for ex-Agni-
veers” and “in the second
phase, recruitment shall be
conducted by the Staff Se-
lection Commission for
candidates other than ex-
Agniveers for the remain-
ing forty-seven per cent (in-
cluding ten per cent ex-Ser-
vicemen) for the vacancies
along with the unfilled va-
cancies of ex-Agniveers in a
specific category in the first
stage”, it said.

For absorption in the
rank of constables from
among the Combatised
Constable (Tradesmen) of
the BSF, the age criteria
have been relaxed from ex-
isting 30 to 35 years.

The CAPFs comprise the
Central Industrial Security
Force (CISF), BSF, Central
Reserve  Police Force
(CRPF), Indo Tibetan Bor-
der Police (ITBP), Sashastra
Seema Bal (SSB) and the As-
sam Rifles.



What happened: The Union Home Ministry has decided to raise reservation for ex-Agniveers in
Group C posts of CAPFs from 10% to 50%. | &=IT §31T: $¢1d g HATd 7 CAPFs &t Group C Widal &
ex-Agniveers &7 3MREUT 10% A d@THR 50% B3 o1 Aol faam 21

BSF specific move: 50% vacant constable posts in BSF will be reserved for former Agniveers. | BSF
A F 9qd1d: BSF A 50% o wi_cdd Ug Ud Agniveers & foeig 3mRfard gif|

Selection condition: Even if exempted from PST/PET, ex-Agniveers will still have to appear for the
written exam like other candidates. | @& 2rd: PST/PET & ®¢ g4 TR vt ex-Agniveers &1 3= IHIGARI
b1 o fefard udten At gt

Legal/administrative route: Recruitment rules for CAPFs are to be amended gradually to implement
the enhanced quota. | fAIH-3MEMRA 9gdTd: g BIcl gig B W BA & fid CAPFs & Wdl fAaHl A
TRUTg H2iteM fdbg STe |

Why it matters: This marks a shift from the earlier approach of limited reservation for Agnipath

recruits. | Hgad: J& Agnipath HdT 3 318 qd HifAd smeor gfcaior I Fifd-uRRada garfar 2|



Background context: The 2022 recruitment policy announcement saw protests, making Agnipath a
maijor public issue later as well. | Ts&¥fA: 2022 A Fifd =150 & 91¢ faR1er wgefd gT, 53 Agnipath R
b 984 §s

Earlier announced support: Earlier, the government had indicated 10% reservation for those
completing 4 years under Agnipath, along with age relaxation (higher for the first batch). | 9ga &t
GIYUT: UgA 4 a9 Agnipath a1 Gt &3 a1ell & fdiT 10% 3MR&M0T 3R 3MY-Be (Uga o1 &Y 3ifeis) B e
el 8 ot

Timeline: The first batch of Agniveers is expected to become eligible for CAPF recruitment in 2026.
| AHAET: UEAT Agniveer &€ CAPFs & Wdf & faiw 2026 & Ut g1

Other quotas referenced in recruitment: Provisions also reference 10% for ex-servicemen and a
small share for absorption in a specific tradesmen category in BSF. | 31=I &blel TeH: Uraeml | ex-
servicemen & T 10% daT BSF & Tap a9y tradesmen 2oit & TifAd absorption &1 3o &1
Recruitment phases (BSF context): One phase for ex-Agniveers and another phase through
SSC/regular route for remaining vacancies (including ex-servicemen share). | Wdf @R0T (BSF IgH): T
TR0 ex-Agniveers & g 3R gaRT @ror AW Rfaddl 8 SSC/AAfid Ufshar (ex-servicemen &R afga) |
CAPFs covered (as commonly listed): CISF, BSF, CRPF, ITBP, SSB and Assam Rifles are part of the
CAPF ecosystem under MHA. | CAPFs (ITHT=I Iat): CISF, BSF, CRPF, ITBP, SSB 31k Assam Rifles
CAPF d= &1 fg=am oM 311 & (MHA & 3iarfa)|



Aspect

What happened

BSF specific move

Selection condition

Legal / administrative
route

Why it matters

Explanation

The Union Home Ministry raised reservation for ex-Agniveers in Group C posts of CAPFs
from 10% to 50%. | SRl WIIERII S CAPFs S Group C sigRdex-Agniveers Sd
S Y 10% @SO9%BY 50% S8 %IKg

50% vacant constable posts in BSF will be reserved for former Agniveers. | BSF %0%
35 SESB'CJ cc @HiAgniveers SSAIS T thlere UHEE

Even if exempted from PST/PET, ex-Agniveers must appear for the written exam like
others. | PST/PET ggaﬁ BT Je ex-Agniveers SHIARG & EHeed S°% Uios

CAPFs recruitment rules will be amended gradually to implement the enhanced quota.
| ¢ ST BT HUSTS BT CAPFs 5 ohel FIRGRECI 1T FERS E T

~ A

This marks a shift from the earlier policy of limited reservation for Agnipath recruits. |
99T Agnipath shell GG EFEGERsde © Her { G OPb-ToRPIsh Iod cCobd Ui




Background context

Earlier announced support

Timeline

Other quotas referenced

Recruitment phases (BSF)

CAPFs covered

The 2022 recruitment policy led to protests, making Agnipath a major public issue. | 2022 &
%P SEId SSKC BEE S5 > Y Agnipath SS dd dF>TS RIS

Earlier, 10% reservation and age relaxation were announced for those completing 4 years under
Agnipath. | EIRBAgnipath 354 JFEAES TS HEEHS FIS 10% S8 X > U S HF-SF THEe =8

The first batch of Agniveers is expected to be eligible for CAPF recruitment in 2026. | Ol
Agniveer BE 2026 IBECAPFs shell S5-I Edic, BHES

Provisions include 10% for ex-servicemen and limited absorption in a BSF tradesmen category. |
STIRISREex-servicemen $SHIS 10% > BSF $& tradesmen SR (85Gekec GIRFEE S CoPREK]
U

One phase for ex-Agniveers and another via SSC/regular route for remaining vacancies. | $3
Q8 ex-Agniveers SSHIS T ¥ GREK SSCARIPRIC I I S¢S0 Soib JEHUERE

CISF, BSF, CRPF, ITBP, SSB and Assam Rifles fall under CAPFs. | CISF, BSF, CRPF, ITBP, SSB > &I
Assam Rifles CAPFs Y@ PRSI Ul



e Agnipath/Agniveer basics: Agnipath is a recruitment model for below-officer ranks; recruits are
called Agniveers and serve a fixed tenure (policy-based). | Agnipath/Agniveer 31T&[R: Agnipath &
PBOR ¥R R dT gldt &; Wdl §Q JgaT3il I Agniveers g1 S11dT & 3R 3 fAfedd srafel aa a1 & 2|

e CAPFs basics: CAPFs are centrally controlled armed police forces mainly under the Ministry of
Home Affairs, used for internal security, border management, counter-insurgency, etc. | CAPFs
3MER: CAPFs &g & 31eiH J2RA Ufed 9 €, HTAd: T HATAd &b 3iaifd, faRd JRei/aHT de/br3eR-
gatt 3nfe A fAT|

e What “Group C"” implies: Group C posts are non-gazetted operational/support roles where large-
scale recruitment happens (constable-level etc.). | Group C T 31ef: Group C Ug JTHIRIA: hon-

gazetted 1d & 3R g2 9 W Wdl 31 A 8ldl & (Pi=eda-FR 3fe) |



Exam (as shown on the
source page)

RRB NTPC CBT 2
(Graduate Level) -

Memory-Based Test

KVS Junior Secretariat
Assistant — Official Paper

SSC CGL Tier-I - Official
Paper

HPSC Prelims (GS) -
Official Paper

When (as
shown)

13 Oct 2025

04 Mar 2023
(Shift 1)

12 Dec 2022
(Shift 1)

(as shown on
page: 2023)

Question (same line format)

“"What is the name of the Indian Army research cell launched at
IIT Madras?" (options included AgniPath) | “IIT AgR” ® g[F Indian
Army research cell &T 9TH =IT 82"

“Which of the following is not correct about the Agneepath
Scheme?” | "Agneepath JNTAT &6 gR | BIH-TT BT Tod 22"

“In June 2022, AGNIPATH scheme was launched... for which
purpose?” | "5 2022 # AGNIPATH TI5I... fbd 352T A @15 182"

Statements-based question on Agniveer scheme (life insurance,

etc.) | Agniveer ISTAT UR BUA-3MeMRd wed (1T 31fS)

Answer

(As per options; correct
is on the page) | (4357 IR

& T8t fawea)

“This scheme is not
open to women” (wrong
statement) | “Ig AT
(TToTd BA)

"Recruitment of youth in
the Armed Forces” |
"HRRA el A 13l bl
H—(;I'-'fn

(As per options; answer
on page) | (431 IR 3™R)



Q. With reference to the recent policy on absorption of ex-Agniveers in CAPFs, consider the following

statements: | . CAPFs ® ex-Agniveers & JHATASTMdT ddeft gifciar Fifd & Jed 7 fA= wel uR fdar &9

1. In Group C posts of CAPFs, the reservation for ex-Agniveers has been enhanced to 50%. | CAPFs
@1 Group C ¥fdaY & ex-Agniveers T 3R&UT 50% dh G611 T 21

2. Ex-Agniveers are exempted from the written examination for CAPF recruitment. | ex-Agniveers &1
CAPF vdf &1 faifaid uiign @ Be &1

3. In BSF, recruitment for remaining vacancies after the ex-Agniveer earmarking is to be done
through the regular route (including SSC), as per the notified process. | BSF # ex-Agniveer &3 &
15 2 Rfawal &t wdT sifergfad wfdear & 3R fAafda anf (SSC afgd) J gt

4. The first Agniveer batch is expected to be eligible for CAPF recruitment from 2026. | 9gail
Agniveer &1 2026 & CAPF Wdl & fag ura 814 &1 3714 81

Which of the statements given above are correct? | 3uRled & & BI9-8 B TE 2872
(a) 1and 2 only | (a) daa 131 2

(b) 1, 3and 4 only | (b) %ae 1, 3 3R 4

(c) 2 and 3 only | (c) Fad 2 3R 3

(d)1,2,3and 4| (d)1,2 33R4



Centre tosetup a
dedicated body to
protect ports, ships

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The government will con-
stitute the Bureau of Port
Security (BoPS), which will
be a dedicated body to
oversee the security of ves-
sels and port facilities in
the country, official sourc-
es said on Friday. The Bu-
reau is being modelled on
the lines of the Bureau of
Civil Aviation Security
(BCAS).

Home Minister Amit
Shah convened a meeting
to discuss the constitution
of BoPS, which was attend-
ed by Sarbananda Sono-
wal, Minister for Ports,
Shipping and Waterways
and Ram Mohan Naidu, Mi-
nister of Civil Aviation.

The BoPS will ensure
timely analysis, collection
and exchange of security-
related information, with a
special focus on cyberse-
curity, including a dedicat-
ed division to safeguard
port IT infrastructure from
digital threats, a statement
issued by the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) said.

During the meeting, Mr.
Shah emphasised the need
to establish a robust port
security framework in the
country. He directed offi-

cials to implement security
measures in a graded and
risk-based manner, taking
into account vulnerabili-
ties, trade potential, loca-
tion, and other relevant
parameters.

The BoPS shall be con-
stituted as a statutory body
under provisions of the
newly promulgated Mer-
chant Shipping Act, 2025.
The Bureau, headed by a
Director General, shall
function under the aegis of
the Ministry of Ports, Ship-
ping and Waterways and
shall be responsible for
regulatory and oversight
functions relating to the se-
curity of ships and port fa-
cilities.

The BoPS shall be head-
ed by an IPS officer (Pay
Level-15). During the one-
year transition period, the
Director General of Ship-
ping (DGS/DGMA) shall
function as the Director
General, BoPS.

Earlier, the Central In-
dustrial Security Force
(CISF) was designated as a
Recognised Security Or-
ganisation (RSO) for sea-
port facilities with respon-
sibility for undertaking se-
curity assessments and
preparation of security
plans for ports.



& What is announced:
The Government will establish a Bureau of Port Security (BoPS) — a dedicated body to oversee the

security of ports, ships and port facilities.

& o1 BlfSd §31: IIBR b Bureau of Port Security (BoPS) g-1QTt — Tdb AU b 57t dGEl, STerai
31k O gfaensit &Y JqRamm BT G BT

& Model and Inspiration:
BoPS will be modelled on the lines of the Bureau of Civil Aviation Security (BCAS).
&J Hisd: BoPS &I Bureau of Civil Aviation Security (BCAS) &1 d3g IRfdd fasar smem

&) High-level meeting:

Home Minister Amit Shah led the meeting with ministers of Ports, Shipping and Waterways and Civil
Aviation to discuss this security setup.

) do: 77 HT 31fAa 2ME 7 Ports, Shipping & Waterways 3R Civil Aviation HfFaY & 1ol doa &R 53 JRaM
&id IR faar el



. Security information network:

The BoPS will ensure timely analysis, collection & exchange of security-related information with a
special focus on cyber threats.

& ga=n fafiaa: BoPS Iweg faeawor, Jug 3k qRan-Haftid sTAeRI &l 3MeM-UgH JfAad &, fGas
IAZR T R fay e g

& Cybersecurity unit:

There will be a dedicated division to safeguard port IT infrastructure from digital threats.

& AR fAaRREl gfae: Ui & 3mgel srazivadr &l fefaiea Tat 3 JRfeid &1 & fag g gafda favm gl

L2 Implementation of graded security:

BoPS will set graded and risk-based security measures considering vulnerabilities, trade potential,
location, etc.

G & -3menRa JR&m: BHSRAT, ATIR &HdT, AT 311G P AR A28 3R FAMEH-3menRa & 3urT o1
Gyl

i Statutory status:
BoPS will be a statutory body under the new Merchant Shipping Act, 2025.

& BT UfassH: a8 aifvifste STeeRIAt AfSfaH, 2025 & d&d Td denfdd fAdbrr g



) Admin control:

It will function under the Ministry of Ports, Shipping & Waterways (MoPSW).
&2 wemafas fA=0T: T Ports, Shipping & Waterways HAT@d & 3idifd BRI Bl

&J Leadership:
BoPS will be headed by an IPS officer (Pay Level-15) as Director General.
&d Aqcd: $3d fA¢2IB-37Re1 &b U H Uh IPS AfBRI (A-cidei-15) g git|

LY Transition period:

For one year initially, the Director General of Shipping (DGS/DGMA) will serve as the interim Director
General of BoPS.

& FAFIARUT BTd: S3HTd A Th a¥ & feiv Director General of Shipping gl 321t Director General g1

W Earlier security role:
Previously, CISF was the Recognised Security Organisation (RSO) responsible for security assessments
and plans at seaport facilities.

&J Uget JR&MYfAPT: 5T Ugat CISF &Y deTg JR& Hevrids 3R Alst13i & fg RSO 'S fasam mam e



In short for revision

The Centre will set up a Bureau of Port Security
(BoPS).

BoPS will oversee port and ship security.

It is modelled on the Bureau of Civil Aviation Security.
BoPS will collect and share security information timely.
It will focus on cybersecurity for port IT systems.

It will implement graded, risk-based security.

BoPS will be a statutory body under Merchant Shipping
Act, 2025.

It will work under the Ministry of Ports, Shipping &
Waterways.

An IPS officer will head it as Director General.

The Director General of Shipping will lead during
transition.

Earlier, CISF was RSO for seaport security.

%5 Bureau of Port Security (BoPS) f ®ige ST55

BoPS BES%OI> ¥ wURRI B 56 FUTESG SEBXIS

T BCAS STTFT EU S I 0§

BOPS 5o IS SavE G FI 5 W7 0 G S5
TSI T4ga § AT GIEIT BEeA €9 TF K

BoPS Merchant Shipping Act, 2025 S5 oUle FFES
FSII GG

Jor Ports, Shipping & Waterways TEgiial 35 He%e ST3H
SR

T@Ess IPS MR gek Director General S5 & (8859%

SEWL PR q@irector General of Shipping S SR

FURECISF 3iae 3% 5915 RSO &5



Q: Consider the following about the newly announced Bureau of Port Security (BoPS):

1. It will be established under the provisions of the Merchant Shipping Act, 2025.
2. It will function under the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA).

3. It will have a dedicated cybersecurity division for port IT infrastructure.

Which of the statements is/are correct?

(a) 1only

(b) 1and 3 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d) All of the above



ISRO’s launch
of US. satellite

scheduled on
December 24

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) will
launch the 6,500 kg Blue-
Bird communications sa-
tellite on December 24
from Sriharikota.

The national space
agency on Friday an-
nounced that the commu-
nication satellite deve-
loped by the U.S.-based
AST SpaceMobile will be
launched as part of the
LVM3-M6 mission.

“The launch of LVM3-
M6 is scheduled on 24 De-
cember 2025 at 8.54 am
IST from the Second
Launch Pad of the Satish
Dhawan Space Centre,” it
said. The satellite was in-
itially scheduled to be
launched on December 15,
but was postponed.

+



What is the news: Indian Space Research Organisation will launch a U.S. communication satellite
(BlueBird) on 24 December 2025.

-» I FR &: Indian Space Research Organisation 24 fé&deR 2025 &1 33 TaR 3UUg (BlueBird)
BT Y&IUT BT

Satellite details: The BlueBird satellite weighs about 6,500 kg and is a communication satellite.
-» 3UYE fdaruT: BlueBird 3UUg &1 ¥R &M 6,500 fauT & 3R I8 J9R 3UUE &1

Developer company: The satellite is developed by AST SpaceMobile (U.S.-based).

-» fAufar uHl: T8 3uug AST SpaceMobile (3Mif¥enT fRad) gRT fawfad faam mam g1

Launch vehicle: The mission will use LVM3 (Gaganyaan-class heavy lift launcher) under the LVM3-
M6 mission.

=» F&YUT I I fAeE LVM3 (Gaganyaan 01t &1 WRT &1 A1) I LVM3-M6 fi2[ & d&d gn
Launch site: Launch will take place from Second Launch Pad, Satish Dhawan Space Centre,
Sriharikota.

-» VEIUUT RIA: VGIUT 1l &ra 3dRal g, siigRepier b gar i ds 3 gl

Launch time: The launch is scheduled at 8:54 AM IST.

- IHA: Y&UUT Jag 8:54 93 (IST) fAeiRd &1



LVM3 basics: LVM3 is India’s heaviest operational launch vehicle, also used for human spaceflight

missions.

= LVM3 d23: LVM3 ¥Rd BT Jad ¥R ufaifeid Waqor A & 31k ad 3idfRer 38M & fae Wl 3 21
Commercial significance: Launching foreign satellites strengthens India’s space economy and
launch services market.

- ATARIS Agd: fageit 3uug uaaur & ¥Rd &t 3iafkel sreferazen 3iik dia Jarg Asigd gidt &

Space diplomacy angle: Such missions enhance technology trust and international collaboration.

- 3idfRel HeAlfd: T fAeM dd-td! faarg 3R siaRra gahT 9e1d 2|



Parameter
Country
Operational status

First launch
Height
Lift-off mass

Payload to LEO
Payload to GTO / TLI

Stages

Human-rated

Primary purpose

Fuel type

India - LVM3
(Gaganyaan)

India

Operational

2014
~43.5 m
~640 tonnes

~8-10 tonnes

~4 tonnes (GTO)

3

Yes

Human spaceflight,
Gaganyaan

Solid + Liquid + Cryogenic

USA - Saturn V

USA

Retired

1967
110.6 m
~2,970 tonnes

~140 tonnes

~48 tonnes (TLI)

Yes

Moon missions (Apollo)

Liquid (RP-1/LOX,
LH2/LOX)

USA - SLS (Block-1)

USA

Operational

2022
~98 m
~2,600 tonnes

~95 tonnes

~27 tonnes (TLI)

Yes

Artemis Moon missions

Liquid (LH2/LOX)

Russia — Energia

USSR/Russia

Retired

1987
~58 m
~2,400 tonnes

~100 tonnes

~20-30 tonnes

2

Yes

Heavy payloads, space
shuttle

Liquid

China - Long March-5

China

Operational

2016
~57 m
~870 tonnes

~25 tonnes

~14 tonnes (GTO)

2

Planned

Heavy satellites, deep
space

Liquid




Q. With reference to the launch of the BlueBird satellite by India, consider the following statements:
. BlueBird 3UUg & WRd gRT 940l & AgH A fA= BT R faar Hifsg:
1. The BlueBird satellite is a U.S.-developed communication satellite weighing about 6,500 kg.
=» BlueBird 39ug 3mf¥epT A faesfid T TR IUUE & fSAehT ¥R & 6,500 T 21
2. It will be launched using the LVM3 launch vehicle from Sriharikota.
-» ST&T vauuT 2igRdbier & LVM3 wargur a9 gRT faam e

3. LVM3 is primarily meant only for small satellite launches.

= LVM3 5=0d: Bad Bl 3UUE! &b T8I0l & fag gl

Which of the statements given above are correct?

IR | A BIH-J BT Jal 22

(a) 1and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3



Bank of Japan hikes rates:
How it willimpact yen carry
trade, Indian borrowers

George Mathew
Mumbai, December 19

THE BANK of Japan's (BoJ)
dectsion to ralse interest mtesto
a 30-year high of .75 per cent
rmary ook modest by giobal stan-
dards, b ks implications for fi-
nancial markets could be far-

what is called the yen carry-for-
ward trade, but the latest rte
hiikoe raises the risk of investors
unwinding positions, poten-
tially triggering capital outflows
from overseas markets, and
mistngthe cost of yen borrowing
by Indian companies.

1t is now the highest policy
rate by Japan since the mid-
19905, ending a long era inwhich
Japan stood out as the kst major
economy clinging to nearzero
interest rates, Although Q75 per
cent isseill Tse

The Bank of Japan's headguarters in Tokyo.

satld a Mumbal-based analyst.
For Indla, the Bal's move
adds another luyer of uncer-
talntywan already complex glo-
bal environment and borrowers
inthe Japanese currency. If yen-
funded capital starts retreating,
emenging markets could see in-
termittent outflows, putting
St

arrench d

1 pol-
Icy rates globally, It signals that

Implications for India
Several Indian firms borrow
In Japanese yen, particulardy
public sector undertakings and
targe infrastructure fimms, 1o take
| Japan’s historically
low Interest rates and access
long-4enor funding. But yen bor
rowing carmies currency risk ancd
any sharp appreciation of the
yen can ralse repayment costs
for unhedged borrowers and

lead to mark-to-market losses.
With the BoJ hiking rates
and signalting s gradual pollcy
normalisation, any appreciation
of the yen increases repaymment
costs, raises forelgn exchange
losses, and erodes the savings
gatined fram lower intenst rates.
*If the yen continues to
strengthen, companies with
large unhedgad yen loans could
face pressure on eamings, cash
fows and balance sheets, forc-
Ingtherm toreassess thedr forelgn
currency borrowing strategies.”

prices, While Indla's macro fun-
damentals remaln relatively
strong. It is not completely im-
munetogobal ligusdity swings.

Why BoJ hiked
policy rates?

In a widely antici-

benchmark rate by 25 basls
pointstoaround 075 percent. [t
reflects a deficate domestic bal-
ancingact,

On the one hand, the new
government under Prime Min-
tster Sanae Takaichl is keen to
redn In Inflation and protect
household

purchasing power.
On the ocher hand, Japan's
massive public debt means the

cally imporane as it isthe first in-
crease since January and the
first under the current leader-
shipof both Ueda and Takalchl,
underscoringa gradual but clear
shift away from the BaJ's long-
standing ermerpency stance, ac

L.

MRS ot

comding 1o agency repxsts.

Japan's central bank
acted against the backdrop of
rising domestic pressiires s the
country Is grappling with a
sustained cost-of-living
squeeze, driven by higher food
and energy prices and a weak
yen that has inflated import
costs, Inflation, once 8 distant
worry in Japan's deflation-
prone economy, has become
politically and economically
sensitive,

What isyencarry
trade?

The global relevance
of this dectsion lies in its
Impact on the yen carry
rade, Carryrades thrive ontwo
conditions: a karge Interest rate
differential and currency stabil-
Ry, Aslongas retums on foreign
assets comfortably exceed bor-
rowing costs In Japan, and the
yen does not strengthen sharply,
the trade remuains profitable, Ja-
pan’s rate hike threatens bath

Even a gradual rise in bor-
rowingoostsreduces the attrace-
veness of funding positions in
yen. More impoatantly, ashiftin
monetary Qance increases the
risk of yen appreciation, which

WWWINDIANEXTRESSE.COM



Aspect

Core decision

Why this matters globally

Shift in policy stance

Main domestic reason

What is yen carry trade

Effect on yen carry trade

Explanation (Important hai exam ke liye )

The Bank of Japan raised its policy interest rate to about 0.75%, the highest level in nearly 30
years. | Bank of Japan SR g% @b k- 8 D95 Y UShY 0.75% TU B, SAIUhY 30 IFFIWD
IS VIRS Vg

Japan’s ultra-loose monetary policy earlier fuelled global liquidity through cheap yen funding. |

TIESS 3T ¢ THRS WS SOF EURBE b3 B ST FHCT wHiTied [%ciee TS

The rate hike signals Japan’s gradual exit from near-zero interest rate policy. | I FRE g
SSUUHY T &k U PP & BB RBEEIET TS 39 FEse U

Rising inflation driven by higher food and energy prices and a weak yen forced the BoJ to act. |
09 e WO, G4l -7 THSeHSH § SVSHRIIB S5 SBol SSHS T &3aS e T [(FHE KIS

Yen carry trade involves borrowing cheaply in Japan and investing in higher-return assets abroad. |
TP SHREIF WSt B ok £l &R SEB O SDISRERARS el 3T SERe SR eReEr S8

Higher Japanese interest rates reduce the attractiveness of the yen carry trade. | odgg® Yakgk: ¢t
I9SEH SEEF ST T csodUg




The rate hike increases the risk of investors unwinding carry trade positions. | 8 3 S A
YIRS o o0 S GOk SUS ST SHW [ oxied U

Risk of unwinding

Unwinding of yen carry trade can trigger capital outflows from emerging markets. 335335633333
Impact on global capital flows sOTY Y g6 P sing | X IX

SRS G & ISk E e BSIce W6 S oo U

Several Indian companies borrow in Japanese yen due to historically low interest rates. |
TRUEES T T B Tk cHEIEs St S € Shokkeed] SATRIcHIsr (a0t T U

Appreciation of the yen increases repayment burden for unhedged Indian borrowers. | B S5

sl [oF UPIE o1 S UBEU SbicBshokled] &R9IEIS oded T8 @F i od® Sd B UYed Ul

Stronger yen can cause forex losses and stress on earnings and balance sheets. | ¥ [bF 38 &
FeCe Wad cdsd > 8 © I 5 Bké® cos Tl cldhited ¢S ed Ul

Potential capital outflows may pressure the rupee, equity markets and asset prices. | bl @
FH3AGR BB S [FeTeT > 8 BRI SevIGh o CORTEed G5 cd U

India’s macroeconomic fundamentals remain relatively strong but not immune to global liquidity
India’s macro cushion shocks. | SRl % FES SHaE e R Tedghe Tk 0F U 3BE S FICT cARIed © s STHE ke o8

India borrowing exposure

Currency risk for India

Balance sheet impact

Impact on Indian markets







By overriding RTI Act, new law triggers transparency concerns

Su(u )

THE SUSTAINABLE Harnessing and Ad-
vancement of Nuclear Energy for Trans-
forming India Bill, 2025 (SHANTI Bill) has
come under criticism for explicitly overrid-
ing the Right to Information Act of 2005.
Section 39, which deals with secrecy and
disclosure of information, has been a major
bone of contention.

What Section 39 says

Section 39 empowers the Centre to de-
clare certain information as “restricted”.
This includes “the location, quality and
quantity of prescribed substance and trans-
actions for their acquisitions..., or dis-
posal...”, and information relating to “the
theory, design, siting, construction and op-
eration of nuclear power plant or reactoror
plants for the treatment and production of
any of the prescribed substance and for the
separation of its isotopes”.

Restrictions also extend to regulatory
interactions, covering “submissions made
available to the Board or other regulatory
bodies during the course of their work and
declared as strategic, sensitive or confiden-
tial for business purpose by the applicant™.

The section states: “No person shall (a)
disclose or obtain or attempt to obtain any
restricted information; or (b) disclose, with-
out authority of the Central Government,
any information obtained in the discharge
of any functions or performance of official
duties under this Act.”

Section 39(4) states “Notwithstanding
anything contained in the RTI Act, 2005,
the information declared as restricted in-
formation or prohibited underthis section
shall be debarred fromdisclosure underthe
provisions of that Act”. In effect, once in-
formation is notified as restricted under
Section 39, the RTI Act does not apply to it
atall,

Current exemptions under RTI

The RTI Act, which was enacted to “pro-
mote transparency and accountability in
the working of every public authority”, al-
ready contains limits ondisclosure. Section
8 allows information to be withheld where
disclosure would “prejudicially affect the

RTInot
applicable

® Section 39 of
SHANTI Bill expressly
states that the RTI

Actdoes notapply to
this law.

@ Thisgoes overand
above exemptions al-
ready builtinto
India’s landmark
transparency and ac-
countability law.

sovereignty and integrity of India, the se-
curity, strategic, scientific or economic in-
terests of the State, relation with foreign
State or lead to incitement of an offence.”

The RTT Act also protects information
covered by commercial confidence, trade
secrets, fiduciary relationships, cabinet de-
liberations, and personal information. Sec-
tion 9 allows rejection where disclosure
would “involve infringement of copyright
subsisting ina person other than the State”.

Crucially, Section 8(2) provides that “a
public authority may allow access to in-
formation, if public interest in disclosure
outweighs the harm to the protected
interests.”

The Atomic Energy Act of 1962 con-
tained secrecy provisions, allowing the gov-
ernment to restrict disclosure of informa-
tion relating to atomic energy plants and
processes. However, these provisions pre-
dated the RTT Act.

After RTI came into force, in theory,
transparency obligations prevailed unless
an RTI exemption applied. The SHANTI
Bill reverses that hierarchy.

Concerns regarding Section 39

Theissue with Section 39is not that the
N-power-related information can be with-

held — the RTI Act already permits this —
but the manner and finality of the exemp-
tion. Under the RTI framework, exemp-
tions are conditional; a public information
officer must justify adenial, and that deci-
sion can be challenged through a first ap-
peal, second appeal and information com-
missions or courts. The public interest
override remains available throughout.

Section 39 removes this framework.
Once information is notified as restricted,
itis taken outside the scope of the RTT Act
altogether. There is no balancing exercise,
noappeal, and no opportunity toargue that
public interest warrants disclosure.

Activist Anjali Bharadwaj told The In-
dian Express that Section 39 creates new
secrecy categories that “attack the basic
transparency law (RTI)".

By excluding RTI, Section 39 could also
deter whistleblowing and independent
scrutiny in case of nuclear disasters, es-
pecially with private entities entering the
sector.

Lastly, denials under the RTTAct can be
challenged through statutory appeals.
Under Section 39, “the RTI Act doesn't
apply at all, making it impossible to even
ask forinformation and tracking secrecy to
awhole new level.”




Aspect

Core issue

Key provision involved

Power given to Centre

Nature of restricted information

Nuclear-related coverage

RTI applicability

Override clause

Explanation

The SHANTI Bill, 2025 overrides the Right to Information Act, 2005, raising transparency concerns. |
SHANTISBRETS , 2025 RTI 25/85aRd, 2005 T2 SFHIE [SIos B 57 § 08 Fobioseandl £ %6 19
Uik

Section 39 of the SHANTI Bill deals with secrecy and restricted information. | SHANTIZBIEIS S&
39 BESgdcd > 8 SHe R e L SR e U

Section 39 empowers the Central Government to declare certain information as “restricted”. | &l

39 T GUSTT T X TEIST 1 ‘PR E e SUSTE 005 o U8

Restricted information includes location, quantity, quality and transport of prescribed substances. |
g IS AERC 3 2 godasrsd faS | kg, ‘.&{3";935'5[ EOERIUS TPRSRT Ui

It also covers design, construction, operation and safety of nuclear power plants and reactors. |

TN IRERT 7 THHRGAR o Ko Tofise Fradls, UG, SEddt > 8 dhlesd PRI Ul
Once information is declared restricted, the RTI Act does not apply at all. | @GBSI S PR & SFE e

SUSSS G RTI QTRISIRA T LT TIETSURTRHE

Section 39 explicitly states that RTI Act provisions will not apply to restricted information. | ¥€E39
j H3URUHE AR @t od T8 RTI TRiSURUEHTS



Departure from RTI framework

Existing RTIl safeguard

Public interest test removed

Appeal mechanism

Effect of Section 39

Comparison with Atomic Energy Act

Hierarchy reversal

Civil society concern

Long-term risk

This goes beyond existing RTI exemptions already provided under the RTI Act. | IUTRTI VAP IRT WG UIRE
SIPIRE R THRAS TS Baoded Ul

Under RTI, even exempt information can be disclosed if public interest outweighs harm. | RTI & Sl
VRS WBTH R Tk FR @ e e od ¢S o U

Section 39 removes the public interest override available under RTI. | ¥€H39 RTI BT IS o« Sle

R EKE BAGHISY 6 96

Under RTI, denial can be challenged through appeals and courts. | RTI SSelle @t R SHIP SR Todl
}Hhamam@raag TH

Once restricted, there is no appeal, no review, and no balancing exercise. | el e SFEc BBTY S5k

R T, olkeed ITTEHT B I SUREEeRS

Earlier secrecy under the Atomic Energy Act existed but was subject to RTI after 2005. | FURBEIRFRIT B
RAVTIRT S BESoded RTI S5R [ &g

SHANTI Bill reverses the principle that transparency is the rule and secrecy the exception. | SHANTI
BEIS THRIGICed oA IR > 8 BE Sedled AR Tk WS 35e 0T & Sod Ul

Activists argue Section 39 weakens transparency, accountability and whistleblowing. | SI3%E cg&d ST
SUISH GiFE e 39 Thichicsied, oS>t Tl UHRY A S-SRI SHen TR

It may enable blanket secrecy without checks, especially with private players in the nuclear sector. | J9I
HCSSS Y TERFRI o0y B o Sholleclels S5 e AT BIBEY (FE'S BX Sedled S5 1Y GG S od U



Aspect
Act name
Year of enactment

Date of enforcement

Objective

Constitutional basis

Applicability

Public authority includes
Who can seek information
Information covered

Excluded persons
Public Information Officer (PIO)
Penalty on PIO

Details

Right to Information Act (RTI). | @EST ST AR SIET ABSIRIG

RTI Act was enacted in 2005. | RTI ¥R3SIRT AFH2005 WRABCIPRIC TF

RTI came into force on 12 October 2005. | RTI 12 R 308 2005 SIS §

To promote transparency and accountability in public authorities. | IS SPR S UARET TIPS > T
TR0

RTI flows from Article 19(1)(a) - freedom of speech and expression. | RTI ST © TR BE 19(1)(a) TF

Applies to Central, State governments and public authorities. | 57, YHGHSTER o GIHACS PR SUTHTY
g

Govt bodies, PSUs, autonomous bodies, NGOs substantially funded by govt. | GHISTEEFSI, PSU, S?;I?J'g
TS, GUSTEE? RETS & NGO3

Any citizen of India. | Skl S S5 F6 SIURE S

Records, documents, emails, opinions, advice, data, samples. | RAhTES Eba?-‘,{f, B, I, oo, 35,
SRR

Non-citizens cannot seek information. | TEFSIUSEIS @E ST SURBREN G5 o8

PIO is responsible for providing information. | W'@%@'ﬁ@ﬂg P10 T U Ui

X250 per day up to X25,000




Time limit (normal)
Time limit (life/liberty)
Application fee

Assistance to applicant
Grounds for rejection

Section 8(1)

Section 8(2)

Section 9

Third-party information

First appeal

Second appeal
Information Commissions

Chief Information Commissioner

Information must be provided within 30 days. | @& 30 F SRR 7% GPPBS
Within 48 hours if life or liberty is involved. | T&S IS o od G BHK RTK BAsT48 FSNEE
Nominal fee as prescribed by government. | WW%?W SCRREE, Eiqs

PIO must assist illiterate or disabled applicants. | PIO SEH ¥ eeAETW © ¥BcS So eURFIed STt ke U

Listed under Section 8 and Section 9. | R SEZF $ZT IRTIFEE > T 9 WF

Allows withholding info affecting sovereignty, security, foreign relations etc. | Gh#Pd, &Fles, blcce SIHEH
BWle FL O BB oI ¢S oo U

Public interest override allows disclosure if public interest outweighs harm. | =S ¥RS TFBEY @S %
=3 T

Information involving copyright infringement can be denied. | SSEgRe &?E“S IR GBI Hhbe o 05 oo U

Disclosure allowed after consultation if public interest exists. | & S0l BEY c6GSBT & St Wh d o o9
[ERS ]

Filed within 30 days to First Appellate Authority. | 30%ET YT ? T3l PRSI SS TI6S

Filed to Information Commission within 90 days. | 902%™ Y@FEST © IEIY @'F&'?I% gedls

Central Information Commission and State Information Commissions. | 5%l 3 SH@H ST © IEUE

Heads the Information Commission. | @ESI S IEIU ST @G T FESTI S E S
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