Dai[y Cm;ent Afairs

3B e = Bt
P s vy 4 33 it

foce sacis A Sy oty e p e A Y s 0 cns gz
hmw&“&wuaum ¢ 3o werebg o g Eown 00 oftowf 2n

S ¥ 703, 3 7 Bz oA it T A s

6 W T 53 e YR Pt o e e e s
A 4 14 P e e e o e e 4 e e

wbuﬂanEXPRESS

JOURINALIS M OF COURAGE

AL L SN YD R

inagh epoeiane muw:nm !

MMmm

SE e trail NiA
Juckyscarches in TN

THE
NEXPRESS FINANCIAL
EXPRESS

THE HINDU



4

The Hindu y

1
PIB, PRS & Other

LI ' newspaper

2

The Indian
Express

@, .
U Jansatta

3

Financial
Express



Download class24

v

PDF 10 MCQ QUIZ



“Hard work is choosing
discipline today so that
regret doesn’t choose you
tomorrow.”




GK—-GS + COMPLETE CURRENT AFFAIRS 2025-26 o000 1499
COMBO BATCH

Suitable for UPSC Prelims, State PCS, SSC (CGL, CHSL, GD)
Banking, Railway, Defence, EPFO, IB, RRB NTPC, CET, RAS, and other similar exams. ..

You've saved 2 500

ENROLL NOW

. . Have a Coupon Code?
+ : e Applied successfully!

| What this combo includes | i

1. Complete GK~GS Course (Recorded)

200+ hours of content . S i Course Informaﬁon

2. Complete Current Affairs 2025-26 (Live Batch)
Current affairs from January 2025 to March 2026 ~ Team: Class24
20 high priority topics will be covered >

(Price - 29997~ 1999/- |

Enroll now to avail additional limited time early bird discount

(© validity: 12 Months
€ class24

¥ Course level: Beginners to Advance
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GK GS Complete Course by Bhunesh Sir

Computer Knowledge Physics Chemistry Biology Geography History Polity Economics Static GK

Part-6 Governor & Com, High Court Class-2

Watch Now

2024-06-21 5t 10:00 AM
Part-6 Governor & Com, High Court

Watch Now
2024-06-20) at 10:00 AM
Part-6 Governor & Com Class-2

Watch Now
2024-06-13 at 11:00 AM
Part-6 Governor § COM

Watch Now
2024-06-12 at 11:00 AM
Part-5 Supreme Court Class-2 & Part-6 Governor

Watch Now
2024-06-11 at 11:00 AM
Part-5 Supreme Court

Watch Now
2024-06-08 at 11:00 AM



What you'll get
« Coverage of all major national and international events from January 2025 to March 2026

» 20 high-priority topics explained in depth so you can handle both factual and analytical questions
Topics to be Covered:
1. Government Schemes (Flagship + New Launches)
2. Budget & Taxation
3. Economic Indicators
4. Reports & Indices (India’s Rank)
5. International Affairs (India + Major Summits)
6. Science & Tech
7. Environment & Ecology
8. Polity & Constitution Updates
9. Awards & Honours
10. Sports
11. Banking & Financial Market
12. Defence
13. Appointments & Resignations
14. Books & Authors
15. Important Days & Themes
16. Government Committees
17. States in News
18. India Rankings & Lists
19. Sports + Govt Sports Schemes
20. Miscellaneous Must-Do

« All video lectures will be delivered in bilingual format (Hindi + English) to ensure clarity and comfort for
every learner.
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Include proposal to link
digital currencies on the
BRICS agenda, says RBI

Reuters
MUMBAI/NEW DELHI

The Reserve Bank of india
(RBI) has recommended to
the Centre that a proposal
connecting the central
bank digital currencies
(CBDCs) of BRICS coun-
tries be Included on the
agenda for the 2026 sum-
mit of the grouping, two
sources have said. They re-
quested anonymity as they
were not authorised to
speak publicly.

The proposal seeks to
make cross-border pay-
ments. casier, in @ move
that could reduce rellance
on the US. dollar as geo-
political tensions rise. The
RBIS  recommendation
builds on a 2025 declara-
tion at the BRICS summit
in Brazil which pushed for
Interoperability between
members' payment sys-
tems to make cross-border
transactions more  effi-
cient,

The RBI has publicly ex-
pressed interest in linking
India's digital rupee with
other nations’ CBDCs to ex-
pedite cross-border tran-
sactions and bolster its cur-
rency's global usage. It has,
however, said its efforts to
promeote the rupee’s global
use are not aimed at pro-
moting de-dollarisation.

India will host the next
BRICS summit later this
year, If the RBI's recom-
mendation is accepted, a
proposal to link the digital
currencies of BRICS mem-
bers would be put forward
for the first time. The initia-
tive could irritate the U.S.,
which has warned against
any moves to bypass the
doilar. U.S. President Do-

Ease of payment

If the proposal is accepted, a plan to link digital currencies will
be put forward at the 2026 BRICS summit in Indla

# The move could reduce
rellance on the LS. dollar

s gropolitical tersions fise
& While none of the BRICS
members have fully
launched their drgital
carrencies, all e mam
members have been
running pilot peojects

nald Trump has previously
said the BRICS alliance is
“anti-American® and he
threatened to impose ta-
riffs on Its members.

launched their digital cur-
rencies, all five main mem-
bers have been running pi-
lot projects.

India’s dightad currency
has attracted a total of 7
million retail users since its
launch in December 2022,
while China has pledged to
boost the international use

ment subsidy transfers and
allowing fintech firms to
offer digital currency
wallets.

The RBI and the central
bank of Brazil did not res-
pond to emails seeking
comment. The People’s
Bank of China sald It had
no information; the South
African and Russian cen-
tral banks declined to
comment.

For the BRICS digital
currency linkages to be
successful, elements like

= Incia's digal

Currency = e-Tupee
. ~hm attracted o
totsl of 7 enilion
retanl users
sinoe its
{aunch in
Decomber
022

interoperable technology,
governance rules and wiys
to settle imbalanced trade
volumes would be among
the discussion topics, one
of the sources said.

The source cautioned
that  hesitation among
members to adopt techno-
logical platforms from oth-
er countries could delay
work on the proposal and
concrete progress would
require consensus on tech
and regulation.

One idea that is being
explored to manage poten-
tial trade imbalances is the
use of bilateral foreign ex-
change swap arrange-
ments  between  central
banks, both sources sald.

Previous attempts by
Russia and Indian govern-
ments to conduct more
trade in their local curren-
cies hit roadblocks,

Russia  accumulated
large balances of the In-
dian rupee for which it
found limited wse, prompt-
Ing India’s central bank to
permit the investment of
such balances in Jocal
bonds. Weekly or monthly
settlements for transac-
tions are being proposed to
be made via the swaps, the
second source said.

F ) AN



Acronym Origin Jim O'Neill (Goldman Sachs) 2001

Brazil

Core Members

South Africa (joined 2010)

Ethiopia

Expansion (BRICS+)

Indonesia (joined 2025)




Demographics 41-42% World Population

24% Global GDP

Economics 16-18% Global Trade
Global Significance

37.4% Global GDP Share (PPP)

Promote Multipolar World
Geopolitical Goal

Reform Global Governance




HQ: Shanghai

New Development Bank (NDB) Focus: Sustainable Infrastructure

Capital: $100 Billion Authorized

Liquidity Support for BoP Crises

Key Initiatives

Alternative to IMF

Cross-border Payment System

BRICS Pay Reduce SWIFT/USD Dependence

Linking National Platforms (UPI, Pix, CIPS)




Economic Risks

Challenges & Concerns

Internal Friction

Presidencies

Strategic Goals

De-dollarization Pressure

US Tariff Threats (up to 100%)

Lack of Formal Charter

Divergent Strategic Links to West

Brazil 2025 (Rio Declaration)

India 2026 (Focus: Global South)

Linking CBDCs (Digital Rupee/Yuan)

Strengthen Intra-BRICS Trade




1

What RBI recommended / RBI & faw1ii2r a=im g

Reuters report says the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has recommended to the Centre that a proposal
to connect BRICS countries’ central bank digital currencies (CBDCs) be included on the agenda of
the 2026 BRICS summit.

e & AR RBI A Prg IRBR B! Jeid fGa1 g fds BRICS g2 @t CBDC @ 39d B 318 dTell YRdATd
2026 BRICS R I/ & Taisl A 331 F14|

. Why this is being pushed / 3T 3227 RIT &

The proposal aims to make cross-border payments easier, and could reduce reliance on the U.S.
dollar as geopolitical tensions rise.

&I THT-UR YT B A G411 &; H-IsIH1ddb d41d g6+ TR 3RS sTek IR far gem 7 Wt aeg &
Jbdi el

Link to earlier BRICS decision / BRICS & Uga & hd™ I det

RBI's recommendation builds on a 2025 BRICS declaration (Brazil summit) that pushed for
interoperability between members' payment systems to make cross-border transactions more
efficient.

Ig fAwIRer 2025 BRICS YU (F151tdt fARER ) T 381 8, fSam Igxa ¢oif & ma vonfaal & &g
interoperability (3TII HTadT) UR 3R &



. India's stance: not "de-dollarisation” | YRd &1 39 “Sl-SleRIgaieqd" T&l

RBI said its efforts to promote the rupee's global use are not aimed at de-dollarisation.

RBI A gl fdp U & dfedds 3TN &bt g&17 bl BIf2r2M BT d1ed et-sTaRIgSaN 2= F&! 2|

. Status of digital currencies in BRICS / BRICS # fgfaice w3t &1 fReifd

The report notes that none of the BRICS members has fully launched their digital currencies, but the
five main members have been running pilot projects.

f91E & AR BRICS & faswt vl 9w A 4Rt aRE fefSied wiat @ia gl &t 8, Afdh uTa H&a TS UrIde
MAee TAT 3R 2

. India's e-rupee update / YRd @t e-rupee fZeifd

India’s digital currency e-rupee has attracted about 7 million retail users since its launch in
December 2022.

YRd b f3Sead Bt e-rupee A fEdaR 2022 A @i & 91g & T 70 @ e Iiad 1S 2

. China & RBI feature-push / @9 3iR RBI &t 0Tl

China has pledged to boost international use of the digital yuan; RBI has encouraged e-rupee
adoption via offline payments, programmability for government subsidy transfers, and enabling
fintech firms to offer digital currency wallets.

o9 7 fafsied g3 & ARTEII 3TN Bl g@1 &l d1d Bal &; RBI A 3TBars ie, TRBR Afs! giawm
&q programmability, 31k flhca® & SIRY fefsiea widt dide siat gfaensi I e-rupee &t gemar fGAT €|




Term/Theme

CBDC

Retail vs Wholesale CBDC

Interoperability

Cross-border payment pain points

Programmability

Offline digital payment

FX swap

“Five main BRICS members” (as per

report context)

Quick fact (exam-ready)

Central Bank Digital Currency =
central bank-issued digital form of
sovereign money

Retail = public use; Wholesale =
interbank/large-value settlements

Different payment/CBDC systems
working seamlessly with common
standards

High cost, slow settlement, multiple
intermediaries, compliance friction

Rule-based payments (e.g., targeted
subsidy use)

Ability to transact with limited/no
internet (design varies)

Agreement to exchange currencies
between central banks; can support
liquidity/settlement

Brazil, Russia, India, China, South
Africa

Why it matters in questions

THeFCBDC v qurp benefits/risks

T% g s Asamype MCQs
BRICS context ¥gore keyword

Mains: “challenges + reforms”
e-rupee features© 23 500

“financial inclusion” linkage

Trade imbalance/settlement angle

2 § ggroup-membership R



* With reference to the news on BRICS and digital currencies, consider the following
statements:

* RBI has recommended that a proposal to connect BRICS countries’” CBDCs be included on the
agenda for the 2026 BRICS summit.

* The proposal aims to ease cross-border payments and may reduce reliance on the U.S. dollar
as geopolitical tensions rise.

* India’s e-rupee has attracted about 7 million retail users since its launch in December 2022.

* The report noted that none of the BRICS members has fully launched their digital currencies,
but the five main members have been running pilot projects.

* Which of the statements given above are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 1, 2 and 3 only

(c) 2, 3and 4 only

(d)1,2,3and 4
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India signs Letter of Intent to
elevate defence ties with UAE

The signing of the pact comes amid increasing Saudi-Pakistan defence cooperation in the Arabian

peninsula and especially in Yemen; the two sides also ink energy deal during UAE President’s visit

Kallol Bhattacherjee

NEW DELHI

gainst the back-

drop of growing

military tension in
the Gulf region, the United
Arab Emirates and India
signed a “Letter of Intent
for a Bilateral Strategic De-
fence Partnership” on
Monday. The Letter of In-
tent was sealed during the
three-hour visit by the Pre-
sident of the United Arab
Emirates, Sheikh Mo-
hamed bin Zayed Al Na-
hyan, when the two sides
set a goal of doubling bilat-
eral trade to $200 billion
by 2032.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi received the UAE
leader at the Palam airport
and the two leaders dis-
cussed, among other is-
sues, the situation in Gaza
where U.S. President Do-
nald Trump's peace plan
will be tested in the coming
weeks as well as the prot-
estsin Iran. In a press brief-
ing after the departure of
the dignitaries, Foreign Se-
cretary Vikram Misri said

v ey
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PM Narendra Modi with UAE President Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed
Al Nahyan during a meeting, at the PM's residence in New Delhi. P11

the two leaders also dis-
cussed the situation in Ye-
men over which Saudi Ara-
bia’s relation with the UAE
has nosedived.

In response to a ques-
tion on whether the India-
UAE strategic defence part-
nership could drag India
into a future conflict scena-
rio in the Gulf region, Mr.
Misri said the Letter of In-
tent was aimed at the
“work on concluding a fra-
mework agreement for
Strategic Defence Partner-

ship”. “So I would really
characterise it as a natural
evolution from the already
considerable defence
cooperation between the
two countries and not ne-
cessarily a response to any
specific event that may
have taken place in the re-
gion or of any intent to get
involved in a hypothetical
future scenario in the re-
gion,” said Mr. Misri.
There has been greater
involvement of Pakistani
military in safeguarding

Saudi defence and security
interests in the Arabian pe-
ninsula and especially in
Yemen. The Saudi-Pakistan
defence cooperation has
intensified since the two
countries signed a mutual
defence agreement on Sep-
tember 17, 2025.

The Saudi-Pakistan mili-
tary alliance has been ac-
tive in the Yemen theatre
and that has increased
pressure on the UAE.

During the brief visit,
the two sides also signed
an energy deal involving
the Hindustan Petroleum
Company Ltd (HPCL) and
Abu Dhabi National Oil
Company Gas (ADNOC)
that will allow purchase of
0.5 Million Metric Tonnes
Per Annum (MMPTA) LNG
by the HPCL from ADNOC
over 10 years starting from
2028.

Another Letter of Intent
was signed between the In-
dian National Space Pro-
motion and Authorisation
Centre and the Space
Agency of the UAE for the
development of space in-
dustry in the UAE.



Aspect

Total Bilateral Trade

India’s Exports to UAE

India’s Imports from UAE

Trade Balance

English

~USD 85-90 billion
annually (recent years)

Petroleum products, gems
& jewellery, engineering
goods, food items

Crude all, LPG, gold,
petrochemicals

Generally favourable to
UAE due to oil imports
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Aspect

Agreement Name

Signed

Objective

Trade Target

Special Focus

English

Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement
(CEPA)

2022

Reduce tariffs, boost trade
& investments

USD 100 billion in goods
trade

MSMEs, services, digital
trade
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Aspect
UAE Investment in India

Indian Investment in
UAE

Services Trade

Diaspora Role

English

Infrastructure, ports,
energy, real estate

IT, construction,
hospitality, retail

IT services, tourism,
finance

~3.5 million Indians in
UAE
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. What happened /[ &1 g3

India and the United Arab Emirates signed a Letter of Intent (Lol) to work towards a Bilateral
Strategic Defence Partnership.

YRd 3R I 3R 3R (UAE) 7 Letter of Intent (Lol) TR gd1&R T, difds Bilateral Strategic
Defence Partnership &1 feon & & fiar 31T I |

. Context / qsaHfH

The signing is seen against rising military tension in the Gulf region and increasing Saudi—Pakistan
defence cooperation, especially linked to the Yemen theatre.

g BHeH WISl &F A d@d AT d41d 3R T3¢1-uTfdsedT 8T AN (WP THA AeH) & Tsoff & a1 311
@2l

. Visit details / ITAT BT I

The Lol was sealed during UAE President Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan's short visit to India.
IE Lol UAE rgufd A Mg fa STIIQ 3Tef 9819 bl WIRd ATAT &b SR ad g3l

. Wider agenda discussed / TU® He,

Leaders discussed regional developments including Gaza and Iran, and the situation around Yemen

was also referenced in briefings.

A1 A ST 3R $34 Afgd & FeAThH WR T Bl et IH 6t fRAfd o1 |t 3em g3




. India’s stand on defence Lol /3&T Lol U? ¥Rd &1 U&f

India’s official briefing indicated the Lol is meant to build a framework for strategic defence
cooperation, described as a natural progression of existing cooperation—not an intent to be drawn
into future conflicts.

fErepTRep SHfthT b AR TE Lol 0TI &1 AEANT b BHadb 2q 2; 33 Hisiel GganT B! Wniifdds yrfd
garan T, 7 o wfasy & Jost 7 onfde 8 &1 Jdbd|

. Trade goal [ ATUR &&T

India and UAE reiterated the aim to take bilateral trade to about $200 billion by 2032.

HRA-UAE 4 2032 da fguefia 2R & 200 3Rd Sieik ddb @ ST & 718 B GlerTl

. Energy deal signed / 33T Iwaitar

An energy agreement was signed involving HPCL and ADNOC Gas for LNG supply: 0.5 MMTPA for 10
years, starting 2028 (as reported).

HPCL 31k ADNOC Gas & dfa LNG 3mgfd & S[g1 IHgidan: 0.5 MMTPA, 10 ad, 2028 & (RUiE 3 aR) |

. Space cooperation Lol / 3fafRer Igan

Another Lol was signed between IN-SPACe and the UAE Space Agency to support development of

the space industry (as reported).

IN-SPACe 3R UAE Space Agency & &l 3idfar 3 fdar 8q Uab 3R Lol (RUYE 34aR) g3l



* With reference to India—UAE ties consider the following statements:

* India and UAE signed a Letter of Intent to work towards a Bilateral Strategic
Defence Partnership.

* During the visit, an energy deal involved HPCL and ADNOC Gas for supply of
0.5 MMTPA LNG for 10 years starting 2028.

* Another Letter of Intent was reported between IN-SPACe and the UAE Space
Agency related to space industry development.

* The trade target mentioned was to take bilateral trade to about $300 billion by
2032.

* Which of the statements given above are correct?
(a) 1 and 4 only

(b) 1, 2 and 3 only

(c)1,2,3and 4

(d) 2 and 3 only



Exam (common pattern)

RRB

UPSC/PSC/SSC

Banking/SSC/Railway

UPSC/PSC

Defence/UPSC

Asked area
(repeated in
PYQs)

West Asia

mapping

Strait & sea-lanes

Energy basics

International
relations

Security in Gulf

PYQ-style question (practice)

UAE’s capital is: (a) Dubai (b) Abu Dhabi (c)
Sharjah (d) Al Ain

Strait of Hormuz connects: (a) Red Sea—Med Sea
(b) Persian Gulf-Gulf of Oman (c) Black Sea—
Aegean (d) Caspian—Aral

LNG stands for: (a) Liquefied Natural Gas (b)
Liquid Nitrogen Gas (c) Light Natural Gas (d) Low
Net Gas

“Strategic partnership” usually involves: (a) only
cultural ties (b) long-term cooperation across
multiple sectors (c) only tourism (d) only sports

A major reason Gulf matters to India is: (a) timber
trade (b) energy imports + Indian diaspora + sea-
lanes (c) polar research (d) desert farming

Correct answer

Abu Dhabi

Persian Gulf-Gulf of
Oman

Liquefied Natural Gas

Long-term multi-
sector cooperation

Energy + diaspora +
sea-lanes
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As of 2025, Wikipedia features
articles in 342 languages. Howev-
er, much of the content in other
languages may be generated by au-
tomated bots translating English
entries. Cebuano - a language
spoken in the southern Philippines
— is a prime example; the vast ma-
jority of the millions of articles in
Cebuano was created by bots.

Wikipedia averages 508 million
daily views, with nearly half of that
site traffic directed specifically to-
wards the English edition (Chart
2). Remarkably, web crawlers, au-
tomated bots, and non-human
agents generated 88 billion page
views throughout 2025. Mean-
while, organic human page views
declined by 8% year-over-year dur-
ing October 2025, likely influenced
by automated summaries.

The Wikipedia article on U.S.
President Donald Trump was the
most viewed page between 2015
and 2025 (Chart 3). During this
decade, 46% of the most-viewed
English Wikipedia articles focused
on prominent personalities, while
14% involved the FIFA World Cup,
and 31% were dedicated to TV
shows or movies (Chart 4). The
list of WWE personnel was the
most frequently edited informa-
tion on the platform (Chart 5).

The biography of American pol-
itical activist Charlie Kirk received
15 million visits on September 10,
2025, the day he was killed. This is
the highest single-day viewership
for any page in the last 25 years.
The article covering the 2005 Lon-
don Bombings holds the record for
the most edits in a single day.

A
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The charts were sourced from the Pew Research Center

CHART 1: Number of Wikipedia articles by language over time (in million)
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CHART 2: Percentage of all Wikipedia page
views of articles written in the following
languages (since 2015)
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French =
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Mandarin Chinese
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CHART 3: Most viewed English language
Wikipedia articles, 2015-2025

Cristiano
Ronaldo ,
156 ' Lionel
A Messi

121

Donald Elizabeth
Trump I

295 196

List of Marvel Cinematic
Universe films 118

CHART 5: Most edited English language Wikipedia articles,
2015-2025, by total revisions

List of Netflix
original
programming

List of
current UFC
fighters

List of WWE
personnel

ATP Tour
records
United
States
Michael
Jackson

Legalism (Chinese philosophy) Wikipedia

Many of the pages with the most revisions are also lists
of reqularly updated information, such as current UFC
fighters, Netflix original programming and ATP Tour records.

The data for the charts were sourced from the Wikimedia
analytics API, accessed by Pew Research Center.

CHART 4: Most viewed English Wikipedia article topics each month, 2015-2025
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India 16th in Responsible Nations' Index

SINGAPORE RANKED FIRST
and India 16th in the Responsi-
ble Nations’ Index (RNI) laun-
ched by former president Ram
Nath Kovind in New Delhi on
Monday. Switzerland was sec-

I,.

ond, Denmark third and the
Central African Republic stood
last on the 154-nation index.
India’s neighbour Pakistan
was 90th. China was ranked
68thandthe US 66th,according

tothe RNI,whichisa first-of-its-
kind global index that evaluates
countries based on how respon-
sibly they exercise power to-
wards their citizens,global com-
munityand the planet. —PTI

m



. What the news says / WaR &IT Bgdl &
India is ranked 16th in the Responsible Nations' Index (RNI).

HRd Responsible Nations' Index (RNI) 7 16d %14 U3 3gT|

. Who topped & key ranks / 2fd &9 3R w{@ 36

Singapore ranked 1st, Switzerland 2nd, Denmark 3rd.

AR ugn, fEgsRds garl, 37H1E dRrT|

Central African Republic was last on the 154-nation index.

154 g2 &1 Iyt # Central African Republic Ja3 3ifdw &7

. India’s neighbourhood & major powers (as mentioned) / Uskit g a2 22 (31 faar 8)

India’s neighbour Pakistan ranked 90th.

HRd T Usi! gifdszar 90d 019 R IET|

China ranked 68th and the US 66th.

99 684l 3R 3T 66aT 2T TR

. Launch & what the index measures [ @i-d 3{3 3 &=IT HIUAT &

RNI was launched in New Delhi (reported as launched by former President Ram Nath Kovind).

RNI &1 @i 8 fgomt 7 ganm (RUYE & R ud rsgufd 3w Amer wifdg gri)|

It evaluates countries on how responsibly they exercise power towards their citizens, the global
community, and the planet.

g 39 32 Y ST YR W 3iidhar & fob & 3r9a Amiiiest, dfeass axgry, 3k erdl/aataror & ufd Jan/erfa

&1 fpat et @ 3uahT &3a 21
N



* With reference to the Responsible Nations’ Index (RNI), consider the following statements:
* India is ranked 19th in the Responsible Nations’ Index.
» Singapore is ranked first, while Switzerland and Denmark are ranked second and third respectively.

* The index evaluates countries based on responsibility towards citizens, the global community and
the planet.

* Pakistan was ranked 90th in the index (as mentioned in the report snippet).

* Which of the statements given above are correct?
(a) 1 and 3 only

(b) 1, 2 and 3 only

(c) 2and 4 only

(d) 2,3 and 4



‘Govt adds 4 new sectors to mandatory

greenhouse gas reduction regime

Emission Intensity Expected
To Fall 3-7% By End Of 2027

Vishwa.Mohan
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Three months af-
ter bringing four traditionally
high-emission sectors such as
aluminium, cement, chlor-al-
kali and pulp and paper into
targeted greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions intensity re-
duction regime, Centre has in-
cludedfourmoresectors—pet-
roleum refinery, petrochemi-
cals, textiles and secondary al-
uminium—initsambittohelp
meet specific reduction targets
by 2026-27 compared to a 2023-
24 baseline.

The rules, notified by envi-
ronment ministry last week,
make it mandatory for as
many as 208 industrial units

spread across the country to
reduce GHG emissions per
unit of product (emission in-
tensity), beginning 2025-26.
These industrial units will
be liable to pay a penalty for
non-compliance. The rules —
Greenhouse Gases Emission
Intensity Target (Amend-
ment) Rules — have been noti-
fied under the compliance
mechanism of the Carbon
Credit Trading Scheme, 2023.
Among the 208 industrial
units are 173 textile units
across sectors such as spin-
ning, processing, fibre and
composite; 21 petro refineries;
11 petrochemical units; and 3
secondary aluminium units.
PSEs ONGC, Bharat Petro-
leum, Hindustan Petroleum,

CLIMATE COMLIANCE

Indian Oiland Numaligarh Re-
fineries and large private-sec-
tor groups such as Reliance In-
dustries have been covered un-
der petroleum refinery and pe-
trochemicals sectors.

The GEI targets (in tonnes
of CO: equivalent) for 2025-26
have been calculated on a pro-
rata basis for the remaining
months of the current finan-
cial year. Overall reduction till

2026-27 will be inrange of 3-7%
compared t0 2023-24 levels.

In case an industrial unit
fails to comply with the GEI
targetorfailstosubmitcarbon
credit certificates equivalent
tothe shortfall for compliance,
Central Pollution Control
Board will impose ‘environ-
mental compensation’ (penal-
ty) for the shortfall.

The penalty will be twice

The penalty will be
twice the average
price at which
carbon credit
certificate is traded
during the trading
cycle of that
compliance year.

the average price at which
carbon credit certificate is
tradedduringthetradingcy-
cle of that compliance year.
It’11 have to be paid within 90
days of the date of the impo-
sition order.

The GEI targets are in
sync with India’s ‘net zero’
emission goal of 2070 and
will help meet its Nationally
Determined Contribution
(NDC) — climate action tar-
get—throughthereduction,
removal or avoidance of
greenhouse gas emissions.



. What the government did / R&R 7 1T fdsan

The government has added 4 new sectors to a mandatory greenhouse gas (GHG) emission-
intensity reduction regime.

IBR 1 3AfFarf GHG (W34 114) emission-intensity B2 aid 31 A 4 A¢ AR 518 21

. Old + newly added sectors / Ug® dTd + AT 318 7T JAdeR

Earlier covered high-emission sectors included: aluminium, cement, chlor-alkali, pulp & paper.
Uga A Iw-3cTs14 AdeR: TgfAfaaH, dde, FkR-Aebal, Ied-Us-aur|

Newly added sectors: petroleum refinery, petrochemicals, textiles, secondary aluminium.

Y 5118 MY Ader: Ugifaad Regad, gidbAded, SaRaesed, Adbsd vgfmfaan|

. What the target is | @& &I &

The aim is to reduce GHG emissions per unit of product (emission intensity), starting 2025-26, with
specific reduction targets by 2026-27 compared to a 2023-24 baseline.

& 3G Bt Ufd sBTS GHG 3314 (emission intensity) HeHT &; 2[F3Td 2025-26 &, 3iR 2023-24
baseline &I a1 H 2026-27 d® dd Heldl ded |

. Scale of coverage | BasT T 4HTAT

The rules make it mandatory for up to 208 industrial units across the country.

Aot & dgd 22k B e 208 d 3itenfies shrsal wR Ug ifFart gl

Break-up mentioned: 173 textile units, 21 petro refineries, 11 petrochemical units, 3 secondary

aluminium units.

96-310: 173 SqeTsd gfdce, 21 9 Re1edl, 11 ddibfidd gfae, 3 ddbsd ggfafian gfac|



. Legal/Policy framework [ &TAt-Atfd aiem
The Greenhouse Gases Emission Intensity Target (Amendment) Rules are notified under the
compliance mechanism of the Carbon Credit Trading Scheme, 2023.

Greenhouse Gases Emission Intensity Target (Amendment) Rules &I Carbon Credit Trading
Scheme, 2023 & compliance mechanism & dgd 3ifagfdd fdar T |

. Expected reduction magnitude / 3rafard weldt

Overall emission-intensity reduction till 2026-27 is expected in the range of 3-7% compared to
2023-24 levels.

2026-27 d% FH emission-intensity & 2023-24 & a1 | 3-7% dd dBH! BT A &1

. Compliance & penalty / 3 uTe 3R &8

If a unit fails to meet the GEI target or fails to submit carbon credit certificates for the shortfall, CPCB
will impose “environmental compensation” (penalty) for the gap.

Ifc PpIg ghle GEl target GRT &l Brd!t AT BHI &b SRT&R carbon credit certificates STHT A&l ®dl, df CPCB
HHI TR “environmental compensation” (G9wel) R

The penalty is twice the average trading price of the carbon credit certificate in that compliance
year's trading cycle, and must be paid within 90 days of the order.
Ueel = 3T compliance year & trading cycle & carbon credit certificate & 3fiaa gfsT g @1 2 7T, 3iR

312l & 90 &Y A ITdr |



Term / Concept
Emission intensity

GHG / CO, equivalent
(CO.€)

GEl targets

Carbon credit certificate

Environmental compensation

CPCB role (in this news)

Net-zero 2070 & NDC

Meaning (quick)

Emissions per unit output
(e.g., per tonne product)

Different gases converted
Into a common unit (CO,e)

Greenhouse gas Emission
Intensity targets (sector/unit
specific)

Tradable certificate used to
cover/offset shortfall

Penalty imposed for non-
compliance/shortfall

Imposes penalty for shortfall
under the notified regime

Long-term target + Paris
Agreement commitments

Exam angle

Prelims: definition-based
MCQ

Data interpretation + climate
basics

Policy mechanism question

Carbon market + compliance
linkage

CPCB / compliance
enforcement

Institutions in environment
governance

Mains: “India’s climate
strategy”



Exam

UPSC CSE Prelims

UPSC CSE Prelims

UPSC CSE Prelims
(GS)

State PSC (pattern-
based)

SSC (pattern-based)

Banking (pattern-
based)

Railway (pattern-
based)

Defence (pattern-
based)

Exam date Question

The concept of carbon credit originated from which one of the
17 May 2009 following? (a) Earth Summit, Rio de Janeiro (b) Kyoto Protocol (c)
Montreal Protocol (d) G-8 Summit, Heiligendamm

Regarding “carbon credits”, which statement is NOT correct? Options

12 2011 (P . . . e . .
une (Press include: “Carbon credits are traded at a price fixed from time to time

Information Bureau)

by UNEP” (

Statement-I: Carbon markets are likely to be one of the most
widespread tools in the fight against climate change. Statement-Il:
Carbon markets transfer resources from the private sector to the
State. Which option is correct

28 May 2023 (UPSC)

Date varies Emission intensity refers to: (a) total annual emissions (b) emissions
per unit output (c) emissions per capita (d) only CO, emissions
Carbon credit is most closely associated with: (a) Kyoto Protocol (b)

Date varies Basel Convention (c) Ramsar Convention (d) CITES

“Cap-and-trade” primarily means: (a) fixed tax per tonne (b) cap on
Date varies emissions + trading of allowances (c) ban on fossil fuels (d) only
voluntary donations

CO,e is used to: (a) convert all gases into CO, equivalent (b) measure

Date varies .
only methane (c) measure ozone (d) measure rainfall

Which body is the main pollution control authority at the central level

Date varies . .
in India?

Answer

(b) Kyoto Protocol

The UNEP price-fixing statement is
NOT correct

Both statements correct, but Il is not
the correct explanation of | (Option B)

(

(b) emissions per unit output

(a) Kyoto Protocol

(b) cap + trading

(a) convert into CO, equivalent

CPCB


https://www.pib.gov.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=70479&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://upsc.gov.in/examinations/Civil%20Services%20%28Preliminary%29%20Examination%2C%202023?utm_source=chatgpt.com

* Consider the following statements regarding the mandatory GHG emission-
intensity reduction regime (as per the news):

* Four new sectors added include petroleum refinery, petrochemicals, textiles
and secondary aluminium.

* The regime targets reduction of GHG emissions per unit of product (emission
intensity) beginning 2025-26.

* Non-compliance can attract “environmental compensation” imposed by CPCB,
and the penalty is linked to carbon credit certificate trading prices.

* Overall reduction till 2026-27 is expected to be in the range of 13-17%
compared to 2023-24 |evels.

 Which of the statements given above are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 1, 2 and 3 only

(c) 2,3 and 4 only

(d)1,2,3and 4



Mumbai to
Host India’s
First City-

Led Climate

Action
IINEYE
(Mumbai
Climate
Week 2026)




Dimension

Event Name
Nature of Initiative

Host City
Dates

Convening Body
Core Theme
Focus Group

Type of Solutions

Urban Governance Angle

Key Point (English)
Mumbai Climate Week 2026

India’s first city-led climate action
initiative

Mumbai
17—-19 February 2026 (3 days)
Project Mumbai

Climate Action with Child Rights
Lens

Children and Youth

Citizen-driven, community-based
climate solutions

Strengthening local governments in
climate planning

WG ARAGIRE)
e FaRE % 2026

T TR UIT

T
17-19 0eER 2026 5B F =T

w5 W

OeTel ¥R T GHFH 5 5o
o TSRS TR

1BTY

SIUEBTS 36 5T GRARIEESEe
= TR RIS

A
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Achieving Climate Goals

C

cCoP26
Panchamitra
Plan

B

B’a

ok

Non-Fossil Energy Capacity

Achieving S00 GW of non-fossil energy
capacity by 2030.

Renewable Energy Source

Sourcing S0% of energy requirements
from renewable sources by 2030.

Carbon Emission Reduction

Reducing projected carbon emissions by
1 billion tonnes by 2030.

Economic Carbon Intensity

Lowering carbon intensity of the
economy by 45% by 2030.

Net-2ero Goal

Reaching net-zero emissions by 2070.



ECI Hosts Global
Democracy
Conference
Featuring SIR
Initiative (IICDEM
2026)



Election Commission of India (ECI)

Aspect

Constitutional Status

Article

Established

Headquarters

Nature

Composition & Appointment

Aspect

Composition

Current Structure

Appointment Authority

Appointment Law

Details (English) faazor (&)
Constitutional body Hdenfie e
Article 324 of the Constitution Hfaems &1 Aqadg 324
25 January 1950 25 g 1950
New Delhi T8 fEweit
Independent & autonomous authority Wdd T Wrad wiferasor
English f&gt
Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) + H& fAateq angad + Fafaa smygad
Election Commissioners (ECs)
Multi-member body (since 1989) qg-Hexity A (1989 )
President of India HRd & Wi
Chief Election Commissioner and & fAafaa sngan gd 31 fatas smgad
Other Election Commissioners Act, sifeifAam, 2023

2023



Tenure, Removal & Safeguards

Aspect

Tenure

Removal of CEC

Removal of ECs

Salary & Status

English

6 years or up to 65 years (whichever earlier)

Same as Supreme Court judge
(impeachment)

On recommendation of CEC

Same as Supreme Court judge

Powers & Functions

Area

Elections Conducted

Electoral Rolls

Model Code of Conduct

Recognition of Parties

Symbols

Election Schedule

English

Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha, State
Legislatures, President & Vice-
President

Preparation, revision & supervision

Enforces MCC during elections

Recognises national & state parties

Allots election symbols

Announces election dates

f&dt
6 a¥ a1 65 a¥ (51 ugH &)

quite B =araeiter & TAE wisar

CEC & fawifier w?

[uitA BIE =rareier & THE

&
AT, ST, e, Igafa a

IuRsufd

Hagral gat @1 famfor g gadtaror
AT & GRIA Hgef 3TaR Jfgar @]
A g A5 Al I /=l
gAma fag andeq

AT BrRIEH Giffd &A1



Parameter

Organising Authority

Event Name
Venue
Dates

Nature of Event

Participants

Countries Represented

Delegates

English
Election Commission of India (ECI)

India International Conference on
Democracy and Election
Management (IICDEM) 2026

New Delhi
21-23 January 2026

Global conference on democracy &
elections

Election officials, policymakers,
academics

~70 countries

Nearly 100 delegates

e

SHER FES S BT FECl)

SIR'S gISTS SAICDEM) 2026
SEX @
21-23 =531t 2026

WE oF 7Y SRR S

S STBHI

IUHY 70 T
TUhU 100 SR




Aspect

Purpose of IICDEM 2026

Key Highlight

Objective of SIR

Inclusion Focus

Exclusion Focus

Governance Balance

International Significance

English

Showcase India’s electoral
practices & strengthen
democratic institutions

Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of Electoral Rolls

Improve accuracy and
credibility of voter lists

Inclusion of all eligible voters
Systematic removal of

Ineligible entries

Balancing inclusiveness with
accuracy

SIR presented as a global
best practice

2o

Fkle S& Gk soisd Sd sTos
Y HE oS RIS ok o
Hecded @ o9 BICE G S
@ty 9BIR)

Vecded @l 56 SR od A
FICG Sedled 09

GG T3, T SHooA S GURPEL S

2 EG, SRPHIEEY [ e
FFIGT

REBES 7Y BT /G,

A

SIR TS ITRIR ¢ S
T € W5 6% B I VI




Aspect

Global Replication

Electoral Trust

Digital Governance

India’s Soft Power

Future Reforms

English

SIR model may be adopted
by other democracies

Enhanced voter confidence
in election outcomes

Push for data-driven, clean
electoral rolls

India emerges as a leader in
election management

More tech-enabled roll
management possible

e

2T TBB o SIRTEET R ES
¢S EH

T SRR ooic)
FCH 0985

IFEL PRl o ST Te-cded
A THAS [ Hcab

Tkl FEA SRS WIS
5 S oGl 5

A O

FBBIT Wrs SBoUS IR
BRI Ghhal




India Near Upper-Middle
Income Status as Economy
Surges



Income Group

Low Income

Lower-Middle
Income

Upper-Middle
Income

High Income

GNI per capita
(USD)

Below ~S1,135

~$1,136 — $4,000

~$4,000 — 54,500

Above ~54,500

© I AW
FTTI

FFSERRIS I

&TERRTS I

asod



Parameter
Country

Income Classification
Authority

Metric Used

Upper-Middle Income
Threshold

Current Status

English

India
World Bank

Gross National Income
(GNI) per capita (USD)

Around $4,000-54,500

Lower-middle income
(near transition)

e
shekle-

FC (56

e 09> g5 I SIS I
FENI)

IUhU $5,000-$3,Sofct

FIRRIS T FHEETL
F3 &



Aspect
Post-Independence
Income Level

Economic Structure

Per Capita Growth

Global Comparison

English

India remained a low-
income economy for
decades

Agriculture-dominated,
low industrial productivity

Very slow growth until
economic reforms

Lagged behind East Asian
economies

e

S ST BHeg T ST
i icav

SPE SIS0 SW 7 B3
FTKS

BRIFEETUESHe 195

S FE B
BLPLIFT 2 B0 TS B

)
EE oé
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Aspect
Key Finding
Source of Analysis

Projected GNI per capita

Economic Drivers

Comparable Countries

Global Trend

English

India is nearing upper-
middle income status

State Bank of India
Around $4,000 by 2030
Rapid GDP growth,
demographic dividend

China, Indonesia

Rise in upper-middle &
high-income economies
since 1990

e

Sl TS T AFD
HI§

& 05 o0 BFK

FHATE TIHY $o 70T

6@ GDP FEN = STRE, 367
<KER

1990 ST X &TERRIA &5
S I EHSe o d Y




Aspect

Income Transition

Policy Impact

Global Standing

Social Challenges

Next Long-Term Goal

English

India likely to enter upper-
middle income group

Shift from poverty reduction
to quality growth

Stronger role in global
economic institutions

Inequality & job creation
remain key concerns

Move towards high-income
status

e

FFl &SERRIS I AERES AL

TRl &S SR 3T
S Ik T T oK

WS St GRSk BF
TS ST

~

Q GRS o T BE W G §

ET T Ei;' D5§'§9| TG



Year

1950

1975

2000

2025-26

India — Per
Capita Income
(USD)

~$70-80

~$150-170

~$450-500

~$2,600-2,800

China — Per Capita
Income (USD)

~$50-60

~$160-180

~$950-1,000

~$12,500-13,000

Key Exam Insight

Both very poor,
agrarian economies

Similar levels; China
slightly ahead

China pulls ahead
after 1978 reforms

China ~5x India



Period India China

1950 - 2025 ~35x growth ~200x growth

Reform Phase 1991 onwards 1978 onwards

Speed of Catch-up Gradual Very rapid



Factor

Economic Reforms
Manufacturing Push
Export Orientation
Urbanisation

State Capacity

India

1991 (late)
Moderate
Limited
Slower

Democratic, fragmented

China

1978 (early)

Very strong
Aggressive
Rapid

Centralised, directive




China Population
Declines for Fourth Year
Despite Incentives




Parameter English T¥e

Country China ae>
Year of Data 2025 (reported Jan 2026) 2025 o T3k 2026 Ye3EREAET
. 4th consecutive annual YUkl e SHEBE o~ Saig d
Population Trend . — s :
decline ¢ sdad
Population Size ~1.404 billion JUhU 1.404 M

2nd most populous (after  FEHIGUGSARS Sl d

Global Rank India) FRH T, ok 55 (T




Aspect English e

Long impact of One-Child STl SR (1979
Policy Legacy . ) 201515 BB PRI
Policy (1979-2015) ST
- : Fertility decline began A RSIRE - 1IsS
Fertility Shift well before 2016 2016 GEUREGE
High urban costs Uk eA® So Y0k
Urbanisation discouraged large T o Sl BT
families USEI 8 S
Demographic Rapid ageing started S GH BT Col d

Structure earlier cUIBUR &%

~



Aspect English e

Population Change (2025) Fell by ~3 million TUhU 30 TG S& FTEbie
Births in 2025 7.92 million (record low) UTRT ABETIS WWEET
B2 REEITS S .
Year-on-Year Fall J 1.62 million (=17%) S& Hekbie
(=179A
. . oboblo® [ ¢S ol
Crude Birth Rate 5.63 per 1,000 people (lowest $.6¢ §¥¢ Sl [ oS ¢l
ever) SYET
Fertility Rate ~1.0 (well below replacement) €1.0F¥ckES b GlFe SIHT
Replacement Level 2.1 births per woman 2.1 =1 ¥c TBIR-

Financial incentives, family A TEL I TS

Government Response .
P support policies eUkkled Se2b-ddl



FUTURE — Implications & Way Forward

Aspect

Demographic Outlook

Economic Impact

Fiscal Stress

Policy Limits

Global Impact

English ke
Sustained population shrinkage <ecBEPRIS « S d CBET S&
likely =gl
Labour shortages, slower =T S0 SHGE I £ 0T
growth : :
Rising pension & healthcare -

SASY O
burden B g R
Incentives alone unlikely to S50 SEIE GGsAE Tds™
reverse trend SHITT
Alters global labour & WS oW A ETHF TFED

consumption patterns Ocidd



Dimension

Population Trend
Fertility

Median Age

Demographic
Dividend

China

Declining
~1.0
High & rising

Exhausted

India
Still growing

~2.0 (near
replacement)

Lower & younger

Still available



Top 10 Countries with Lowest Fertility Rate (World)

Rank

10

Country

South Korea

Fertility Rate (=)

~0.72

~0.80

~0.80

~0.97

~0.98

~1.00

~1.26

~1.24

~1.27

~1.30

Exam-Relevant Insight

World's lowest; severe ageing & population

shrinkage

High cost of living; delayed marriages

Urban density & lifestyle factors

Pronatalist incentives yet low fertility

Late marriage, work pressure

Post one-child policy demographic shock

Super-ageing society

Southern Europe fertility collapse

Youth unemployment & housing crisis

Economic stress & ageing



Rank

10

Country

Niger

Chad

DR Congo

Mali

Somalia

Nigeria

Angola
Burundi

Tanzania

Uganda

Fertility Rate (=)

~6.8-7.0

~6.4-6.6

~6.2-6.4
~6.1-6.3

~6.0-6.2

~5.8-6.0

~5.4-5.6
~5.3-5.5
~5.2-54

~5.0-5.2

Exam-Relevant Insight

World’s highest; very young
population

Low female literacy, early
marriage

Rapid population growth
Predominantly rural society

Limited access to family
planning

Africa’s most populous
country

High child dependency ratio
Dense rural population
Gradual decline but still high

One of the world’s youngest
populations



Paracetamol Use in
Pregnancy &

Ne
RIS

urodevelopmental

< (Lancet Study)



Parameter
Drug Name

Medical Context

Study Published In

Main Conclusion

Study Type

Data Coverage

English
Paracetamol (Acetaminophen)
Use during pregnancy

The Lancet (Obstetrics,
Gynaecology & Women’s Health)

No evidence linking prenatal
paracetamol use to autism or
ADHD

Large systematic scientific review

43 studies; hundreds of thousands
of children

e
FEREHG SR SBQE TSI ST
USRI S5 ORES 8TEF

€ THEF 50 |39 | WISET0T
S

USRI GG, SoRBH G5 oS X TR
ADHD $9 S5k sY6R SURT

43 TS0 BB




Aspect
Common Medical
Practice

Earlier Concerns

Public Confusion

Policy Debate

English

Paracetamol long considered
safest painkiller in pregnancy

Some observational studies
hinted at neurodevelopmental
risks

Statements by Donald Trump
suggested a link with autism

Raised concerns among doctors
and pregnant women

e

UShobIkT YR SREH G UGS
BEBF & TER aclod TR

- \

SA

ISAIE FF ST OIS Godeed
BB Se S A5d




Aspect

Key Finding

Research Institution

Scientific Rigor

Comparison with Other Drugs

Clinical Relevance

English

No causal link with autism, ADHD, or
intellectual disability

City St George’s, University of
London

Most rigorous analysis so far

Safer than NSAIDs and opioids

Reaffirms medical guidelines

e

THee0 ADHD KBS 5515 kW odl
BHE STRATS FAR U

ETE G O PO [ TES

0 o3 ST GIET BEIABES

NSAIDs T SHFF T35 BRT
22 0

PR o H CPE AT B




Aspect

Medical Guidelines

Public Health
Messaging

Research Direction

Policy Impact

English

Continued recommendation
of paracetamol in pregnancy

Need for evidence-based
communication

Focus on dosage & duration,
not blanket bans

Prevents unnecessary fear &
medication avoidance

e

USRI aRh G SR%E 56
F I 58

STRRES %l S TESRI 56
S S

BEE FUBR TSRO S B

RS T T A K BEIF
W TS




Word of the day

Puerile:
of or characteristic of a child; displaying or
suggesting a lack of maturity

Synonymes: adolescent, juvenile

Usa g€ Nobody liked his puerile jokes.

Pronunciation:
newsth.live/puerilepron

International Phonetic
Alpha bet: [pjvail/, ['pjusail/

Word of the day

Cloying:

overly sweet

Syn ONYMS! saccharine, syrupy, treacly

Usa g€: The movie had a typical cloying
ending.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/cloyingpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /kibr.m/
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