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‘Respect other people’s feelingslt might mean
nothing to you, but it could mean everything to
them.

oy I. Bennett
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Bihar’s final poll list has 742 crore voters

Physical, digital coples of final electoral rolls are
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Bihar’s final poll list has 742 crore voters

Physical, digital copies of final electoral rolls are
being shared with all political parties, says EC

Amit Bhelari
PATNA

head of the As-
A sembly election in
Bihar, the Election

Commission on Tuesday
released the final electoral
rolls in the State with near-
ly 7.42 crore names on the
completion of the special
intensive revision of the
list.

Prior to the revision, the
State had 7.89 crore voters
as on June 24. When the
draft list was released on
August 1, there were 7.24
crore names with 65 lakh
removed. On the final list,
21.53 lakh names were ad-
ded and 3.66 lakh re-
moved, a press statement
from the Election Commis-
sion said.

Chief Election Commis-
sioner Gyanesh Kumar
thanked the electors, offi-

cials, booth-level agents
and leaders of political par-
ties in Bihar for the com-
pletion of the special revi-
sion in the State after a gap
of 22 Years today.

Bihar’s Chief Electoral
Officer Vinod Singh Guniji-
yal said voters could check
their details on
voters.eci.gov.in/
download-eroll.

“If any eligible person
still wishes to apply for in-
clusion of their name in
the Electoral Roll, they can
submit an application up
to 10 days before the last
date for filing nominations
for election,” Apurva Ku-
mar Singh, Assistant Direc-
tor, EC, said in the
statement.

Mr. Singh said if any per-
son was not satisfied with
the decision of the electo-
ral registration officer on
entry on the electoral rolls,

Electors with complaints can file a first appeal before
District Magistrate and second appeal before the CEO

Final count

Nearly 7.42 crore voters will form the electorate in Bihar for the
upcoming Assembly election. This final figure comes after a
months-long Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of the rolls, which saw
large-scale deletions, fresh additions and many corrections.

HERE'S HOW THE NUM"RS CHANGED:

\y —

e

21.53 lakh: Added to draft list
(through Form 6 applications)

they may, under Section 24
of the Representation of
the People Act, 1950, file a
first appeal before the Dis-
trict Magistrate and a se-
cond appeal before the
CEOQ.

Physical and digital co-
pies of the rolls are being
shared with political par-

7.89 crore: tlectors as
on June 24,2025

65 lakh

' Removed
during draft
preparation

3.66 lakh: removed

from draft list

7.24 crore
Electorsin
draft List

(Aug. 1,2025)

=7.42 crore: Final

electors as on Sept. 30,2025

ties. Mr. Singh said the
Chief Electoral Officer
(CEO) and district-, consti-
tuency-, and block-level
election officers had
shared with political par-
ties booth-level lists of elec-
tors who were reported as
deceased, whose enumera-
tion forms were not re-

ceived, who had perma-
nently migrated, or who
could not be traced, with
the objective of identifying
eligible voters.

The draft electoral rolls
were shared with all politi-
cal parties, while the list of
names not included on the
draft rolls was displayed by
the district election offic-
ers and district magis-
trates, as well as on the
website of the Bihar CEO.

Successful exercise
He said the SIR exercise
was carried out in line with
Article 326 of the Constitu-
tion, and the commission’s
motto: “No eligible voter to
be left out, and no ineligi-
ble person to be included
in the electoral rolls.”
“This large-scale exer-
cise was made successful
through the sincere efforts
of Chief Electoral Officer

Bihar, District Election Of-
ficers of all 38 districts, 243
Electoral Registration Of-
ficers, 2.976 Assistant Elec-
toral Registration Officers,
around 1 lakh Booth Level
Officers, lakhs of volun-
teers and the full involve-
ment of all the 12 major
Political Parties, including
their district presidents
and over 1.6 lakh Booth Le-
vel Agents appointed by
them,” Mr. Singh said in
the statement.

Bihar's ruling parties
welcomed the final electo-
ral rolls.

“We welcome the final
voter list of Bihar after SIR
has been completed suc-
cessfully. This is certainly a
step towards strengthen-
ing democracy and will in-
crease transparency in
elections,” BJP State spo-
kesperson Niraj Kumar
said.

Bihar’s ruling parties welcome final electoral
rolls; opposition to review before commenting

Janata Dal(U) MLC and
spokesperson Neeraj Ku-
mar slammed the Opposi-
tion for questioning the
EC’s credibility.

“The Opposition parties
were raising a finger
against the EC with the slo-
gan of ‘Vote Chori (vote
theft)’ and now the final list
has been published in
which more than 21 lakh
names have been added.
In Bihar, the maximum
population is of marginal-
ised section and their
names have been added.
The Opposition is exposed
now,” he said.

Opposition Rashtriya Ja-
nata Dal spokesperson Chi-
tranjan Gagan said that af-
ter reviewing with
booth-level agents and
panchayat representatives,
the party would give its of-
ficial statement on the
completion of SIR.



* Total voters: 7.42 crore (as of September 30, 2025)

« Before revision: 7.89 crore (as on June 24, 2025)

« Removed names: 65 lakh (due to deaths, migration, duplication)
» Added names: 21.53 lakh new voters

e Draft list (Aug 1): 7.24 crore voters

» Final list after corrections: 7.42 crore

2. Process of Revision

e Authority: Election Commission of India (ECI)
» Exercise name: Special Intensive Revision (SIR) after 22 years
* Objective:
¢ To ensure accurate and updated voter data
« Remove ineligible entries (deceased, migrated, duplicates)
e Include new eligible voters
* Legal Basis:
e Section 24 of Representation of People Act, 1950 — provides appeal mechanism for inclusion
* Appeals can be made before District Magistrate (1st appeal) and Chief Electoral Officer (CEO)
(2nd appeal)



3. Administrative Mechanism

» Officials Involved:
» District Election Officers (38 districts)
o 243 Electoral Registration Officers
» 2,976 Assistant Electoral Officers
» ~1lakh Booth Level Officers
» 1.6 lakh Booth Level Agents
» Political Parties Involved: 12 major parties (including BJP, RJD, JD(U))

4. Public Participation

» Citizen Access:

» Website: voters.eci.gov.in/download-eroll »
e Appeals: Citizens can apply for inclusion 10 days before nomination filing date
 Transparency:

e Digital and physical copies shared with all political parties

» Booth-level lists displayed at offices



e Deals with electoral e Deals with conduct
rolls, qualifications, of elections,
delimitation disqualification, etc.




India’s total voters (2024): ~97 crore (EC data)

First Voter: Shyam Saran Negi (Himachal Pradesh)
Digital Initiatives:

Voter Helpline App, NVSP portal, Garuda App for officials
Bihar’s Population (2025 est.): ~¥13.2 crore
Elector-Population Ratio: ~56%
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India got 8% more monsoon rainfall this year, says IMD

Jacob Koshy

NEW DELHI

India this year received 8%
more monsoon rainfall
than normal, the fifth-high-
est since 2001 and the 38®
highest since 1901, the In-
dia Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) said on
Tuesday.

The IMD considers only
the rainfall from June 1 to
September 30 to calculate
monsoon data.

While the southwest
monsoon season largely
boded well for agriculture
by boosting storage in re-
servoirs, it wreaked havoc
in several parts of the
country — particularly in
North India - leading to

~aa

loss of life and property.
Seasonal rainfall over
northwest India, central
India, and south peninsula
was 27%, 15% and 10%
more than their seasonal
averages. However, rainfall
in eastern and northeast-
ern India was 80% of what
those regions usually get.
The rainfall over north-
west India was 74.79 cm,
the highest since 2001 and
sixth highest since 1901,
while that over east and
northeast India was 108.9
cm, the second lowest
since 1901. Overall, the
monsoon rainfall was 93.7
cm.
The monsoon season
saw extremely heavy spells
in several parts of northern

Pouring patterns

Monsoon rains were uneven across India, with reservoirs filling
in some regions while others faced a dry spell

m Northwest sees record rainfall of 27%
above seasonal average, the highest

since 2001

m Central India and south peninsula see 3
above-average rainfall 15% and 10%
higher than their seasonal averages

m East and Northeast face deficit,

receiving only 809 of usual rainfall,

the second-lowest since 1901

and southern India, thanks
to the conjoining of storms
that originated in the Medi-
terranean region, along
with the monsoon trough
that hovers over the Indian
landmass during the mon-
soon season. When parsed

by months, rainfall was 9%
more than what is usual in
June, 5% more in both July
and August, and 15% ex-
cess in September.

The southwest mon-
soon advanced over the
south Andaman Sea and

Nicobar Islands on May 13,
2025, nearly nine days
ahead of the normal sche-
dule. It arrived in Kerala on
May 24, ahead of the usual
onset date of June 1, and
covered the entire country
by June 29.

There were seven mon-
soon depressions, or sub-
cyclonic storms that form
in the Arabian Sea and the
Bay of Bengal, during the
season. Of the seven, one
intensified into a deep de-
pression. Storms falling in
this category last an aver-
age of 69 days against a
normal of 55, contributing
to the extended spells of
heavy rain.

Though the monsoon
system has not fully with-

drawn and will prevail over
the next couple of weeks,
the IMD does not count
that rain in its quota of
monsoon rainfall. For Oc-
tober, the agency has fore-
cast ‘above normal’ rain in
the country, except for
parts of north and north-
west India.

While a La Nina is ex-
pected to form in the cen-
tral equatorial Pacific
Ocean and it usually
means a stronger winter,
IMD Director-General M.
Mohapatra said this was
not always the case.

A forecast for winter
(December, January and
February) will be available
around November, he ad-
ded.



* 8% more rainfall than normal (June 1 - Sept 30, 2025)
» Fifth-highest rainfall since 2001
» 38th highest since 1901

* IMD (India Meteorological Department) considers June 1 - September 30 for monsoon data.

2. Regional Distribution

Region Rainfall % of Normal Remark

Northwest India 127% Highest since 2001

Central India 115% Above average

South Peninsula 110% Above average

East & Northeast India 80% Deficient — second lowest since 1901

? Overall average: 93.7 cm



3. Monthly Trends

* June: +9% above normal

o July: +5%

* August: +5%

e September: +15% (highest surplus month)

4. Implications

e | Agriculture: Boosted reservoir storage and sowing
« ! Disaster: Floods, crop damage, and loss of life in parts of North India

e "\ Deficit: East & Northeast regions faced shortfall

5. Meteorological Details

* Onset: May 24 over Kerala (ahead of June 1 normal)
» Coverage: Entire country by June 29
e Withdrawal: Began from south Andaman & Nicobar on May 13

*» Monsoon Systems: 7 depressions, 1 deep depression (above average)



IMD Headquarters: New Delhi

Founded: 1875

Parent Ministry: Ministry of Earth Sciences

Monsoon Forecast Model: Dynamical Coupled Climate Model
Normal Rainfall Benchmark: ~88 cm (long period average)
Southwest Monsoon Contribution: ~75% of India’s annual rainfall
La Nifa: Cooling of Pacific Ocean - enhances Indian monsoon

El Nino: Warming - weakens Indian monsoon




THE HINDU

News

Wty v

Jointness of Armed Forces s @

necess u.mumumnmu

e muum Majnugh
unoolllllod )
Arcws was e h
Hwppasity I e ey lv

T

eaday

e umolu the armmed
o Inoh it opermthsial

Bihar has fewer Passport
and Foreigners Act cases

e At v,

Miscagal tatigontion. Doen tubseol s ki baecs ahscud O the Bl polly scconding
ey NS chatan, rront of such coases tn 2008 were repitervel i West Berggal, followeed by Teipuaras

X
NEW DI

Behined bars

wh the Bharut
yi Tanuta Party

Tala
weson wmd
oy haniies whead of the

e wi -rvnklnu at e weminar organised by the
Fomuw od New altvl, T bur:

o

L T I T R D

W
1 Wik Dot 1o [T Ol athone. Hi

N0ted 1hat 1ho BAATEonIecte:
we, WIEL APRCY
cotlaboration.

e of band,

"
o cybwraprce dermandod deoper

4 2 o]

) l

pension, rejects AF1 order

T Dbl g ot i

v rvleane of

o bt
Gikahility poaalm 1o & rvilevel AFIRY IMARRINg
nﬂhu! AOTUNE aside Al Order of te Armed

o\" u.- round that e
10 obesty,

Wi
TV 10 el Alhdﬂlnv
uuqmla skl Vo e
o

T e L
par Byportonalon wi

Wl
) wmm M

", The court directsd the
vmum o

wvice, ahang with AR, Within 13 wesks,

wlokiin s Wit
Tucant data by the Nutkonai

i Mo
(M BRI aleow it anly five
canes prriaining

ol and Fassgrt Adte
WOl w PO T vt by e Neate
In 2020 The timbar of
ah cades 0 2022 A
2000 wtood et theeo and
oD rerpectively,

0 ZOLY, heroas bivdia, &
1otAl Of 2200 coron were

et nabar (e e
Ak,

Ik ol ¥
0 Forukgnwrs Act
Panagros | Act, L017)

T ACK, I,

(e

FOAR, wovnbing b

"
oo “Cabin b Toda Kopnid | ahons OnTIG

aozxe elodsed by the  carrled ot by the Boction

LB )(ll RUEUEY 3 wnbeslons of ladia o e
et of LONY  Mehte:

nu1| AR WY regimured

In West Bengn), ﬂlllrv-v"l Forel

by 2PV camw
2720 Maharashi
il Meadht, il 79

o
lv L) Y Mansiay,

s Mlm-n Naron
Al Mot e e Minke
Jar At At Dives broth b

Tk ohen fiomi 6,250

" Wil
wches o jusary
A sgunedad dntvesive revi
ol wlevtoral 1ol

s
lhu " unn Wuativtios of in

I 202 n e
ki
That the murmber of foreign
w0 Ik U Er ey s el

LCA TG WA I B0, AN

po of 10,7%. Anvong
ann W

e N7
dortriabe aned > i (J- [
Ao determson

cts
(l"ln iul In un M!) Followwd
% from  Nepal,
om  Mysnm,
HN'& o Pakistmn, |
2.0% from Niger s,

s agalan Meate
The total aember of cases

POTAIGIOE 10 “offonces

....nm e State dechined

SO COMparmd

With 203, A 1Al

-n-.h  clivey we
compared withi

51610 Wy 3022,

Uwser, RLOX: of camrn
LI Wk et o
dor the Deeventian of Dam.
e b bl Avt
Wikl IR Caden (TNG) Wi
S Uintiab Axityihon

A

2, the lIlMII Wi of
Canan TepgiRtoTed Undar tha
UAFA skooud at

owt of tho Cusva Woder
the UAPA wwre fided in U

aul or-

" " - o

AN N J(ul v.llll (II e

Canen oIt WA Aialnat

BABAO e 2020 Wik

# l (l' lypci- of wivi llb
ol

awnashen
Cmnes (59,2790, followsd

tHe Nebse Polliinn Avis
Ot/ Canionl) with b
OF Clnealt

Over 1.73 lakh killed
in road accidents in

2023, 1.6

W

More thas | 74 Lk gl
ware Willod aned 4.47 lakh
Tngiirad U road ‘ocibem

peh 1T ANy ) D0
i of the vic-
L ey
Cldern, accordig to a e
mn of the Natio

deiving were found w be
L

R
" 154,039 ol
Ssitdanuxnoal pl I.-
counry 1
ivory vhuan In 2022 - Wl B

wroike U atalitins,

from 1LALI00 1 2050 0

K 7\ 826 n 202

higheat munlm ur

ccllonts: GHO%
e Tvparid eceman 6

-l
O Tatal road  accd
s TN deat by
ARNN. o h)!‘l waili,
Kowudd by pedestrians sl
FTMRN (AN and RUV/
argh L 2, 7 (14, A
oat OF the datha
two whewler ot
Wwurs reporved (0 fanul N
) (1A90)
TR

% rise: NCRB

- O LI A o i
S MR 10 AT

aumber of deatte

Ly
Aue 1o truckadon e/ ming
truck wockdene were wlwo
) )mlod in
QO of voraly,
The NCHK uld A
Wikl wialysla ad
pochtonts
L

the  wate

rove

A1) Apid 280
fatalicion worw
spwebligg el
AR OISl VIR
o GVRrTALI, feapectived
weather  conel
um-mq wndor i
rag/aicohol

Woathn w1y
the Nnumm n,nwn;- ot
[

T l-y Wt Mg lwiys ot
234N,

1S officers
nppolnled as

The Hindu's Gandhi
Jayanthi special edition
to be out tomorrow

CHENRAY

1' o Nkl Ol

T bl fayantil, coad

it (NEII hias

flor i
hul' Ltlilﬂ "U‘IHM

orw can ot i truly spwcinl
e i The Mide -
the Oxlober 2. 1969 edi-

i I W epore thit
10,780 Larenon s wind agienl
wieal workers comitted

anchival - esdition
tacos Candhili's journey

thon, mnrked the  from hie early years we un | skcide b 2023, The most
blreh contunary of & man nllnln— nl\d ACVAL 0 | number of cases wiss from
o doscribed 8.5%), ol

" fric
Marae OF |nun-'vlllln ¥ Tl bar v
foives. W Mabi

Maharashtra, Karnataka report
most number of farmer suicides
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Over 1.73 lakh killed
in road accidents in
2023, 1.6% rise: NCRB

NEW DELHI

More than 1.73 lakh people
were killed and 4.47 lakh
injured in road accidents
across the country in 2023
with nearly 46% of the vic-
tims being two-wheeler
riders, according to a re-
port of the National Crime
Records Bureau (NCRB).

Speeding and careless
driving were found to be
the two major causes of
road accidents.

A total of 4,64,029 road
accidents took place in the
country in 2023, 17,261
more than in 2022 - with a
1.6% increase in fatalities,
from 1,71,100 in 2022 to
1,73,826 in 2023,

The highest number of
accidents (20.7% of total)
were reported between 6
p.m. and 9 p.m.

Two-wheelers account-
ed for the highest number
of fatal road accidents,
causing 79,533 deaths, or
45.8% of total deaths, fol-
lowed by pedestrians at
27,586 (15.9%) and SUV/
car/jeep at 24,776 (14.3%).

Most of the deaths in
two-wheeler  accidents
were reported in Tamil Na-
du (11,490) and Untar Pra-
desh (8,370). A large num-
ber of deaths due to
SUV/carfjeep  accidents
were reported in Uttar Pra-
desh (19.2% of total ) and a

Crash course

The NCRB report of

2023 has found that the
reason for most fatal road
accidents was speeding

= 58.6% (1,01,841) of deaths
attributed 10 speeding

= 23.6% (41,035) of deaths
attributed to dangerous
driving or overtaking

u Poor weather, driving
under the influence and
animal crossings caused
4,952 deaths

large number of deaths
due to trucks/lorries/mini
truck accidents were also
reported in the State
(29.9% of total),

The NCRB said cause-
wise analysis of fatal road
accidents revealed that
58.6% (1,01,841) and 23.6%
(41,035) of fatalities were
due to speeding and
dangerous/careless driving
or overtaking, respectively.

Poor weather condi-
tions, driving under in-
fluence of drug/alcohol
and animal  crossing
caused 4,952 deaths.

The highest number of
deaths were reported on
the National Highways ac-
counting for 34.6%, fol-
lowed by State Highways at
23.4%.



e Total deaths: 1,73,826 (1 1.6% from 2022's 1,71,100)

» Total accidents: 4,64,029

» Total injured: 4.47 lakh

* Highest time slot: 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. (20.7% of accidents)

& Type of Vehicles Involved
» Two-wheelers: 45.8% of deaths (79,533 fatalities)

» Pedestrians: 15.9% (27,586 deaths)
e SUV/Car[Jeep: 14.3% (24,776 deaths)

() State-Wise Highlights
e Tamil Nadu: Highest deaths in two-wheeler accidents (11,490)
» Uttar Pradesh: Next highest (8,370)
e UP also led in SUV/car/jeep deaths (19.2% of total)

! Main Causes
» Speeding: 58.6% (1,01,841 deaths)
» Dangerous/careless driving or overtaking: 23.6% (41,035 deaths)

* Others (poor weather, alcohol, animal crossing): 4,952 deaths



#s Road Category
» National Highways: 34.6% deaths
e State Highways: 23.4%

. Important Insights

Two-wheelers remain the most vulnerable group.
Speeding continues to be the top killer on Indian roads.

Urban congestion and weak traffic enforcement remain key issues.

India continues to record one of the highest road fatalities globally.




Maharashtra, Karnataka report
most number of farmer suicides

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The National Crime Re-
cords Bureau (NCRB) has
said in its report that
10,786 farmers and agricul-
tural workers committed
suicide in 2023. The most
number of cases was from
Maharashtra (38.5%), fol-
lowed by Karnataka
(22.5%).

The organisations of
farmers blamed the Naren-
dra Modi government’s
policies for the situation,
and said the decision to
waive off import duty on
cotton would vitiate the sit-
uation as most of the sui-
cides were still from the
cotton belts of the
country.

Of the 10,786 suicides
from the farming sector,
4,690 were farmers or cul-
tivators, and 6,096 were
agricultural workers. The
farm suicides accounted
for 6.3% of total suicides

Fields of despair

The lives of 10,786 farmers and agricultural workers were lost to
suicide in 2023, according to the NCRB report

STATE-WISE FIGURES

Maharashtra 38.5% [ “‘
‘ :
Karnataka [ 22.5% 2

Andhra Pradesh .8.6%
Madhya Pradesh . 7.2%

Tamil Nadu l 5.9%

Alarge number of farmer suicides
take place in the cotton and soybean
beltin Maharashtra.
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(1,71,418 suicides in 2023)
in the country.

Out of the 4,690 farm-
ers who committed sui-
cide, 4,553 were male and
137 were female, and out of
the 6,096 suicides by farm
workers, 5,433 were male
and 663 were female.

After Maharashtra and
Karnataka, Andhra Pra-
desh (8.6%), Madhya Pra-
desh (7.2%), and Tamil Na-
du (5.9%) registered the
most number of suicides.
West Bengal, Bihar, Od-

isha, Jharkhand, Himachal
Pradesh, Arunachal Pra-
desh, Goa, Manipur, Mizo-
ram, Nagaland, Tripura,
Chandigarh, Delhi, and
Lakshadweep reported no
suicides from the farm
belt.

Commenting on the
NCRB data, the president
of the All India Kisan Sab-
ha, Ashok Dhawale, said
more than 10,000 suicides
had been reported from
the farm sector in 2021,
2022 and 2023, and it

showed the systemic crisis
that the Modi government
could not grasp or combat.

“This crisis is going to
aggravate as a large num-
ber of farmer suicides take
place in the cotton and soy-
bean belt. Maharashtra has
turned out to be the gra-
veyard of farmers. The Ma-
rathwada and Vidarbha re-
gion are cotton and
soybean belts. In spite of
this, the Union govern-
ment is bowing to the pres-
sure to sign Free Trade
Agreements, and to U.S.
President Donald Trump’s
tariff terrorism. The go-
vernment cancelled the
11% import duty on cotton.
This means that American
cotton is going to come
here. Agriculture will be
finished by these treaties,”
Mr. Dhawale said, adding
that the NCRB data could
not be trusted.

For those in distress,
counselling is available at
TeleMANAS-14416



« Total suicides (2023): 1,71,418
» Farm sector suicides: 10,786
« Farmers/Cultivators: 4,690
» Agricultural labourers: 6,096
» Share in total suicides: 6.3%

¢ State-wise Breakdown (Share of Total Farmer Suicides):

State % Share Remarks

Maharashtra 38.5% Highest, mainly in cotton & soybean belts (Marathwada,
Vidarbha)

Karnataka 22.5% 2nd highest

Andhra Pradesh 8.6%

Madhya Pradesh 7.2%

Tamil Nadu 5.9%

Other states: West Bengal, Bihar, Odisha, Jharkhand, Himachal Pradesh, and NE states reported lower

numbers.

N



¢ Gender Breakdown:

* Farmers/Cultivators: 4,690 total
e 4553 male
« 137 female

« Agricultural workers: 6,096 total
« 5433 male
*» 663 female

@ Context & Causes:

» Crisis worsened by:
» Low prices for produce
» Debt burden
» Climatic stress (drought, crop failure)
» Policy factors: Import duty waiver on cotton (11%) criticized as worsening distress.
» Farmer organizations blame:
» Government policies, especially Free Trade Agreements and tariff reduction, leading to foreign

competition.



Safest time to be alive,
in India & the world?

in 1992

Murder rates were the

highest in 1990s

Brazil Is The Only Country Where Murders Have Gone Up

G- India: Murder Rate Per
Lakh Population
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Murder Rate In Large Economies

could be even higher now

us France

US has seen multiple cases of
mass shootings since 2020. The
rate had climbed to 6.8 in 2021, It
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safest countries
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~“his may seem very hard
: r_l to believe, but now is prob-
: ably the safest time to be
i alive, Murder rates in India are
i attheir lowest since we started
i tracking such data, according
¢ to the latest report of the Na-
¢ tional Crime Records Bureau
i (NCRB). And it's the same story
¢ for most countries globally.
NCRB started releasing data for
murder and culpable homicide
in 1957, In that year, India’s
¢ murder rate per lakh was 2.57.
: By 2023, the latest year for

which NCRB has released its
data, this had dropped to 2.25.
The murder rate rose
steadily since 1957, and
peaked in the 1990s, after
which it has kept dropping.
It fell below 4 in 2001, and
dropped to under 3 in 2013.
Among large states that
registered more than 1,000
cases of murder and culpable
homicide, the rate is highest
in Jharkhand - at 3.8 per lakh
population. Jharkhand is
followed by Haryana, Chhat-
tisgarh, Assam, Odisha and
Telangana - each reporting a

rate of 3 or higher.

Globally, Japan is the safest
country and South Africa the
most dangerous, according to
World Bank data. Japan, in
2020 - the last year for which
comparable data across coun-
tries is available - saw only 0.3
murders per lakh population.
South Africa, which was do-
ing much better than before,
was at 34. Brazil, however, is
the only country where the
rate increased — from 20.8 in
1995 to 22 4 in 2020.
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India’s murder rate is at its lowest since 1957.
Murder Rate in India:
 1957: 2.57 per lakh population
e 1992 peak: 5.2 per lakh
e 2023: 2.3 per lakh
Jharkhand has the highest state-wise rate (3.8 per lakh population), followed by Haryz:
Chhattisgarh, Assam, Odisha, and Telangana.
Globally, murder rates are also declining, except in Brazil where murders rose from 20.¢
22.4 (2020).
South Africa has the highest murder rate among large economies (34 per lakh populat

Japan is the safest country, with a rate of 0.3 per lakh population (2020).



India’s Trend

e 1957: 2.57

» 1992 (Peak): 5.2

« 2001: <4

e 2013:<3

» 2023: 2.3 (lowest since tracking began)

Murder Rate in Large Economies

» South Africa - 34

» Brazil - 22.4

* Russia- 30.5

 US - 6.4 (but higher if mass shootings factored in)
* India-2.3

* France - 1.1

» UK-16

» China-0.5

 Japan-0.3



s® Causes of Decline (India & Globally)
Better policing & forensic systems.

Decline of organized crime in many regions.

Social awareness + better reporting.

* Demographic shifts (lower proportion of young males, historically associated with
higher crime).

* Economic growth & welfare schemes improving stability.




KNOW YOUR VITAL STATS

Kidney stones, hard mineral
deposits that form in the
kidneys, are an ancient heaith
problem ~ found even in
Egyptian mummies. Today,
around 12% of Indians suffer
from them, with prevalence

rising to 15% in northern Indka's

so-called ‘stone-belt'

What increases your risk

What You Should Know
About Kidney Stones

There has been a reported 30-40% rise in kidney stone cases
among young adults (age 20-40), particularly during

hot weather. One big reason is dehydration,
Dietary factors ~ consumption of high-

oxalate foods like spinach, potatoes, nuts, @

tea and chocolate, excess salt, and protein- s

rich diets — can also lead to stones

Types of kidney stones

Calcium Oxalate Stomes
Usually due to dehydration
and low urine autput. But
don't cut dietary calcium as
it binds to oxalate in
intestine, S0 there is less

in urine to form stones.
Limit high-oxalate

foods Instead

®

Cystine Stomes | Due to a
genetic condition that
results in high levels of
cystine (an amino acid) in
urine, which then forms
stones, These can be
managed by increasing
hydration and medications
that change urine pH

»

&

How to prevent stones
» Hydrate. A study
showed 2 litres/
day cut 50% risk

60-80%
of all stones

57%of
all stones

& Balance caicium
Intake (1,000-1,200
ma/day from food)

Uric Acid Stones | Most
patients with these stones
don't have too much uric
acid. Instead, thelr urine is
too acidic. Adjusting urine
pH (with potassium citrate)
helps. For those with high
urlc acld, less animal protein
can help, as can medicines

Struvite Stones | Made of
magnesium ammonium
phasphate, they form in
alkaline urine due to a
bacterial infection that raises
uring pH to neutral or
alkaline, Acetohydroxamic
acid can reduce urine pH to
belp dissolve stones

’

O

10% of all
stones

1-3% of
all cases

World's

largest kidney
stone was.
removed from a
patient in

™ Eat citrus fruits.
Citric acid binds to
calcium, helps
break them down

# Limit oxalate-
rich foods: also
sodium as excess
increases calciem

Sri Lanka. It was
5.26 inches long
and weighed
solg

Source: The Useer ity of Alabams, Mirvwd Meath



Kidney stones in
the minor and _~
major calyces

of the kidney

Kidney stone /
in the ureter




Trends in India’s
Dairy Sector







Milk Production

In India
(Milion Tonne)

146.30

2014-15 2023-24
Source: Department of Animol Husbandry and Doirying

Py

Daily Milk Intake
INDIA OUTPACES WORLD AVERAGE

2023-24
an
.3 GRAMS
Ny . Per Person
. 322 Per Day
GRAMS p-
Pot Pevyon ’i I LK |
Per Doy
MILK ‘
INDIA
WORLD AVERAGE

Source: Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying




* About Trends in India’s Dairy Sector:

* Rising Production: Milk output grew from 146.3 MT (2014-15) to 239.3 MT (2023-24),
at an annual growth rate of 5.7%.

» Per Capita Supply: Availability rose by 48%, reaching 471 g/person/day (well above
world average of 322 g).

* Bovine Productivity: Productivity increased by 27.39% (2014-22), the highest globally,
aided by schemes like Rashtriya Gokul Mission.

« Women’s Role: Nearly 70% of workforce are women, with 48,000+ women-led dairy
cooperatives enhancing inclusive growth.







The Wassenaar
Arrangement



* The Wassenaar Arrangement faces calls for reform as its export-control framework
struggles to regulate cloud services, SaaS models, and digital surveillance technologies.







e Whatitis?

* A multilateral export control regime on conventional arms and dual-use
goods/technologies.

e Established in 1996 at Wassenaar, Netherlands as a successor to CoCom (Cold War
era control system).

* Not a treaty but its voluntary, consensus-based coordination mechanism.
* Origin:
Set up to promote transparency and responsibility in sensitive technology transfers.

Headquarters: Vienna, Austria with a small permanent Secretariat.




 Key Nations Involved:

* 42 participating states including:
* Major powers: US, UK, France, Germany, Russia, Japan.

 Emerging economies: India, South Africa, Mexico, Republic of Korea.

e Aim:

* Prevent destabilizing build-up of arms and sensitive technologies.

* Ensure items are not diverted to terrorists, rogue regimes, or proliferation
networks.

* Balance between security concerns and legitimate trade



* Key Features:

* Control Lists: Dual-Use Goods & Technologies and Munitions
List.

* Information Exchange: Members report transfers/denials
every six months.

* Decision-making: By consensus, ensuring national
discretion.

e Scope Expansion: Since 2013, includes intrusion
software and cyber-surveillance tools.




India Discovers Natural
Gas near Ancdaman
Islana



Qil India Ltd (OIL) has announced
the discovery of natural gas in the
Andaman Shallow Offshore Block.

This marks the first reported
hydrocarbon find in the region,
potentially reducing India’s heavy
import dependence on oil and gas.




aVaVa Ve
aVaVa Ve
* What itis?
* Natural gas reserves identified in Vijayapuram-2
exploratory well under the Open Acreage Licensing Policy

* Gas samples confirmed 87% methane content, showing
commercial potential after further testing.

* Located in:

* Offshore block 9.20 nautical miles (17 km) from the
Andaman east coast.

* Water depth: 295 metres, drilling depth: 2,650 metres




* Key Features of Andaman Islands:

* Geography: Archipelago of 300+ islands forming
part of Andaman & Nicobar Union Territory, located in
the Indian Ocean about 1,370 km east of mainland
India.

* Major Islands: North, Middle, and South
Andaman (together called Great Andaman) + Little
Andaman. Nicobars lie further south.

* Topography: Series of dome-shaped hill ranges,
highly dissected terrain and Saddle Peak (737 m) is
the highest.

* Ecology: Rich in tropical rainforests, mangroves,
coral reefs, and biodiversity hotspots; home

to indigenous tribes like the Sentinelese, Jarawa,
Onge, Great Andamanese.




Word of the day

Soliloquy:

speech you make to yourself; a (usually long)
dramatic speech intended to give the illusion of
unspoken reflections

Synonym: monologue

U Sage: in the closing soliloquy, he reveals his
true intention.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/soliloquypro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /sslilakwi/
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