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“Be the reason someone smiles. Be the reason someone feels
F) loved and believes in the goodness in people.”
— Roy T. Bennett, The Light in the Heart
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Pharma unit blast kills 17 near Hyderabad

30 workers suffer injuries with many crushed or
trapped under the debris amid chaos of explosion

Naveen Kumar
HYDERABAD

s many as 17 per-
Asons were killed
and 30 injured

when a massive explosion
ripped through a pharma-
ceutical unit of Sigachi In-
dustries at Pashamylaram
near Hyderabad on Mon-
day morning.

Most of the workers em-
ployed at the unit are mi-
grants from Bihar and West
Bengal. One of them had
said the factory had 12-
hour work shifts from 8
a.m. to 8 p.m.

At the time of the blast,
around 80 workers were
believed to be working in
the production unit.

“Five of the persons
were charred in the fire,”
said Damodar Singh, Na-
tional Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) Deputy
Commander. Officials indi-
cated that, while the blast
caused the initial devasta-
| tion, many lives were lost

due to the subsequent col-
lapse of the building.

“DNA testing has been
ordered to identify the de-
ceased, whose bodies were
charred beyond recogni-
tion,” said Paritosh Pankaj,
Sangareddy Superinten-
dent of Police.

A majority of the victims
were trapped under the
production unit housing
the reactor when it
collapsed.

The Fire Control Room
received the distress call
shortly before 9.37 a.m., af-
ter which 15 fire tenders,
including robots, hazmats,
and multipurpose vehicles
were deployed.

Rescue efforts

Vehicles were rushed from
as far as Secunderabad (40
km away) and Rajendrana-
gar fire stations (45 km).
Rescue efforts continued
late into the evening, with
teams carefully combing
through the debris for any
survivors or victims.

Rescue work under way at the site with teams
combing the debris for survivors and victims

Site of shock: Emergency response teams at work after an explosion in the Pashamylaram industrial
area in Sangareddy of Telangana on Monday. NAGARA GOPAL

Rescue teams, including
the Fire Department,
NDRF, and local police,
managed to pull out 30 in-
dividuals alive from the de-
bris, many of whom suf-
fered severe burns and
other critical injuries.

An official inquiry is un-

der way to determine the
exact cause of the disaster.

Panic and fear gripped
the industrial belt of Pasha-
mylaram as plumes of
smoke, the wail of sirens,
and a stream of ambulanc-
es and emergency vehicles
descended upon the site of

the deadly explosion.

The air near the blast
zone hung thick and heavy,
difficult to breathe as one
approached the shattered
remains of Sigachi Indus-
tries.

The window panes of
nearby offices were shat-

tered in the blast.

Initially all of the injured
individuals were rushed to
Kakatiya Hospital, located
3.8 km from the blast site.

From there, depending
on the severity they were
shifted to Dhruva Hospital,
Pranam Hospital, Archana
Hospital, Star Hospital,
Yashoda Hospital in Mad-
hapur, and Panacea Meri-

dian Hospital near
Beeramguda.
DNA testings ordered

Sangareddy Superinten-
dent of Police Paritosh
Pankaj confirmed that 15
deaths have been officially
recorded, although more
casualties may lie beneath
the rubble.

“DNA testing has been
ordered to identify the de-
ceased, whose bodies were
charred beyond recogni-
tion,” said the SP.

In the aftermath, police
cordoned off a 500-metre
radius around the site to
keep onlookers and local

Official inquiry on to determine the cause of the
disaster; suspects explosion of air handling unit

residents at bay. The sud-
den influx of emergency
personnel and the persis-
tent smell of chemicals in
the air left the neighbour-
hood in a state of alarm.

Director of Factories Ra-
jagopal Rao said that the
unit was engaged in the
manufacture of Microcrys-
talline Cellulose (MCC), a
white, odourless, tasteless
powder derived from
wood pulp.

“It is widely used as a
binding agent in tablets
and in various industries
including pharmaceuti-
cals, cosmetics, and food.
While not inherently ha-
zardous, officials are inves-
tigating the possibility that
pressure build-up in the
air-handling line may have
caused the blast. Prelimin-
ary assessments suggest
that the air handling unit
may have exploded,” ex-
plained the officer.

LOCAL PEOPLE TAKE CHARGE
» PAGE 3



« Incident Overview

A massive explosion occurred at Sigachi Industries' pharmaceutical unit at Pashamylaram, near
Hyderabad.

» 17 workers killed, 30 injured, many charred or trapped under debris.
» Most workers were migrants from Bihar and West Bengal.

» Approx. 80 workers were in the production unit at the time.

« Cause of the Disaster

» Suspected explosion of the air-handling unit due to pressure build-up.

» Official inquiry initiated to ascertain the exact cause.

 DNA testing ordered to identify deceased as many bodies were charred beyond recognition.



o Industrial & Safety Aspects

e Factory manufactured Microcrystalline Cellulose (MCC), a pharmaceutical and food-grade binding

agent derived from wood pulp.
« MCC is generally considered non-hazardous.

» Area cordoned off; nearby residents reported panic due to chemical odor and smoke.

¢ Key Concerns for Governance
* Industrial safety lapses.
* Working conditions for migrant labor.
* Emergency response preparedness.

» Regulatory oversight in pharmaceutical industries.
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India fast-tracks 52 satellites
for precision surveillance
following Operation Sindoor

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

After defence forces real-
ised the need for more pre-
cision surveillance during
Operation Sindoor, the Un-
ion government has or-
dered the fast-tracking of
the launch of 52 dedicated
surveillance satellites, en-
hancing round-the-clock
monitoring of coastline
and land borders.

In October last year, the
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi-led Cabinet Commit-
tee approved $3.2 billion
for the SBS-III programme
to develop next-generation
satellites over the next de-
cade. Under the pro-
gramme, ISRO will manu-
facture and launch the first
21 satellites, while private
companies will handle the
' remaining 31. The Defence

ISRO will make and
launch the first 21
satellites, while
private companies
will handle the
remaining 31

Space Agency (DSA) will
oversee the operation of
the newly launched satel-
lite system.

“We have asked the priv-
ate companies and ISRO
for early launch of satel-
lites. We are expecting first
set of satellites to be
launched by 2026,” said a
senior official. The official
added that the new satel-
lites will be using artificial
intelligence (AI) to make
smarter decisions and im-
prove overall performance
and efficiency in space.

During Operation Sin-

door, satellite-based sur-
veillance helped Indian de-
fence forces to act swiftly
by offering accurate intelli-
gence, including the trajec-
tory and movement of
drones and missiles. In-
dia’s satellites, like the Car-
tosat and RISAT, helped de-
fence forces to track
enemy mobilisation, con-
firm strike impact, and
maintain real-time situa-
tional awareness, which
prevented any major dam-
age to the country’s mili-
tary assets.

After the successful im-
plementation of SBS-III, In-
dia will become more self-
reliant and reduce its de-
pendence on  other
countries. It will help focus
more clearly and accurate-
ly on the Pakistan and Chi-
na border and the Indian
Ocean Region.



» Union Government approves fast-tracking of 52 dedicated surveillance satellites to enhance real-

time monitoring of:
* Coastlines

e Land borders

» Decision follows the success of Operation Sindoor, where satellite-based surveillance aided defence

forces in swift action.

« Implementation Details
« SBS-IllIl Programme:
e Approved by the Cabinet Committee in October last year.
e Budget: $3.2 billion.

e Aim: Develop next-generation satellites over the next decade.



» Responsibility Split:

* [ISRO: Manufacture & launch first 21 satellites.

e Private Companies: Handle remaining 31 satellites.

 Defence Space Agency (DSA): Will operate and monitor the entire satellite system.
e Timeline:

» First set of satellites expected to be launched by 2026.

« Technological Advancements
» Use of Artificial Intelligence (Al) for:
e Smarter decision-making.
e Enhanced space performance.

» Improved efficiency.



+ Strategic Significance
¢ Enhances India's:
» Border security (Pakistan, China borders).
* Maritime security (Indian Ocean Region).
» Self-reliance in space-based surveillance.

» Reduced dependency on foreign technologies.

¢ UPSC GS Paper Linkages

GS Paper Relevance
GS-ll National Security, Defence preparedness
GS-lll Space technology, Al in defence, Indigenisation

Essay/GS-I Internal security, Border management
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Online, hybrid LL.M.
degrees without BCI
nod deemed invalid

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Bar Council of India
(BCD has clarified that any
Master of Law (LL.M.) or
equivalent legal pro-
gramme offered through
online, distance, blended,
or hybrid modes ~without
its prior approval — will be
considered unauthorised
and will not be recognised
for any professional or aca-
demic purpose.

“This includes employ-
ment, academic appoint-
ments, research registra-
tion, or judicial service and
departmental promotional
eligibility,” the BCI stated
in a recent communica-
tion. The regulatory body
emphasised that it governs
legal education standards
and that such programmes
fall afoul of its Legal Educa-
tion Rules, 2020.

The Council said it has
already issued show cause
notices and is in the pro-
cess of initiating action
against several prominent
institutions, including the
National Law Institute Un-
iversity (Bhopal), Indian
Institute of Technology
(Kharagpur), O.P. Jindal
Global University (Soni-
pat), and National Law Un-
iversity (Delhi). These insti-
tutions, it alleged, are

The council said

such programmes
fall afoul of its

Legal Education
Rules, 2020

offering LL.M. or similarly
designated legal pro-
grammes via online, dis-
tance, or blended formats
without requisite BCI
approval.

“Some institutions
sought to justify their pro-
grammes by suggesting
they were ‘executive’ in na-
ture, or ‘not equivalent’ to
the traditional LL.M. de-
gree. However, these
claims were found to be
untenable,  particularly
where the protected no-
menclature ‘LL.M. was
used in ads, brochures,
and academic communica-
tions,” the BCI said.

It added that the Legal
Education (Post-Graduate,
Doctoral, Executive, Voca-
tional, Clinical, and Other
Continuing  Education)
Rules, 2020, categorically
prohibit LLM. pro-
grammes from being deli-
vered through online or
hybrid modes.

Although the Rules have
been challenged before the
Supreme Court, no stay
has been granted.



e The Bar Council of India (BCl) has clarified:
 Any LL.M. (Master of Law) or equivalent legal programme offered via:
e Online
» Distance
» Blended

* Hybrid modes

Without prior BCl approval will be considered unauthorised.
e Such degrees will not be recognised for:
 Employment
* Academic appointments
e Research registration
e Judicial service eligibility

e Departmental promotions



+« Legal Basis
 These programmes violate:
e Legal Education Rules, 2020

» Legal Education (Post-Graduate, Doctoral, Executive, Vocational, Clinical, and Other

Continuing Education) Rules, 2020

e The rules strictly prohibit LL.M. programmes in online or hybrid formats.

+f Institutions Facing Action
» Show-cause notices issued to:
« National Law Institute University (Bhopal)
* Indian Institute of Technology (Kharagpur)
¢ 0O.P. Jindal Global University (Sonipat)

e National Law University (Delhi)



s« Other Observations

» |nstitutions claimed programmes were:
* "Executive" in nature
* "Not equivalent" to traditional LL.M.

« However, BCI found such claims untenable, especially when "LL.M." was used in ads, brochures, or

academic documents.

« Current Status

 The Rules are being challenged in the Supreme Court, but:

 No stay granted yet.



COVERING DISTANCE IN MINUTES
DUBAI CONDUCTS FIRST TEST FLIGHT OF AERIAL TAXI

Dubai has successtully completed the first test flight of an aerial taxi, a fully electric vertical take-off and landing
(eVTOL) aircraft, marking a major step in its efforts to introduce sustainable and next-generation urban transport.
The aircraft has a range of up to 160 kilometres and a top speed of 320 kilometres per hour. PTI
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81% OTT ads during ICC World Cup on unhealthy products: Study

‘Alcohol and tobacco companies are exploiting OTT platforms through surrogate advertisements to bypass norms’

ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS
PUNE, JUNE 30

ASTAGGERING 809 percentof all
advertisements aired on over-the-
top (OTT) platforms during the
International Cricket Council (ICC)
Men's World Cup held in Indiain
October-November 2023 pro-
moted tobacco, alcohol, and high-
fat, sugar and salt (HFSS) products,
astudy has found.

The study led by the Indian
Council of Medical Research-
National Institute of Cancer
Prevention and Research (ICMR-
NICPR)was published recently in
the journal Frontiers in Digital

Health. Dr Prashant Kumar Singh,
lead author and senior scientist at
ICMR-NICPR, told The Indian
Expressthat the study providesthe
first systematic evidence froma
low- and middle-income country
showing how sporting events
have become vehicles for promot-
ing products that contribute to
non-communicable diseases.

Ateam of experts from ICMR-
NICPR, Vital Strategies, Institute of
Public Health Bengaluru, and Al-
IMS New Delhi conducted the re-
search.

“As India aims to reduce pre-
mature non-communicable dis-
ease (NCD) deaths by 25 per cent
by 2025, we cannot allow com-
mercial interests to undermine

public health through unregu-
lated digital platforms. Immediate
policy interventionis crucial,” said
Dr Shalini Singh, senior author
and director of ICMR-NICPR. She
also stressed that their findings re-
vealed a concerning loophole in
digital advertising regulation.

“While we have strict laws
against tobacco and alcohol ad-
vertising, companies are exploit-
ing OTT platforms through surro-
gate advertisements, particularly
targeting the massive Indian
cricket audience, With 422 mil-
lion viewers exposed to these pro-
motions, this represents a public
healthcrisis hiding in plain sight,”
said Dr Singh.

The analysis of 341 hours of

streaming across 48 matches re-
vealed disturbing patterns of tar-
geted marketing suchasthat 809
per cent of all advertisements
(1,769 out of 2,118) promoted un-
healthy products, 90.7 per cent of
advertisements during India
matches belonged to the un-
healthy products category, and
86.7 per cent of surrogate tobacco
advertisements were specifically
aired during matches involving
India.

Italsofound that 60.6 per cent
of unhealthy advertisements dur-
ingover-breaks targeted products
commonly consumed by chil-
dren. Celebrity endorsements
were common, with 17.5% featur-
ing Bollywood actorsand 17% cent

featuring cricket celebrities,
Children vulnerable

The study identified children
as especially vulnerable targets,
with edible products commonly
consumed by them comprising
the highest frequency of un-
healthy advertisements during
cricket breaks. Products included
chocolates, potatochips, noodles,
and biscuits - all heavily marketed
during peak viewing times.

Despite existing laws such as
the Cigarettes and Other Tobacco
Products Act (COTPA), 2003, and
the Cable Television Networks
Regulation Act, 1995, that prohibit
direct tobaccoand alcohol adver-
tising, the study revealed that

companies successfully circum-
vent these restrictions through
surrogate advertising on digital
platforms.

“Surrogate tobacco advertise-
ments were predominantly dis-
played during India matches(86.7
per cent) while being negligible
duringother countries’ matches,”
Dr Singh said. Researchers called
for immediate action, updated
regulatory frameworks toencom-
pass digital and OTT platforms,
stricter enforcement mechanisms
for surrogate advertising, specific
protections for children given
their vulnerability to advertise-
ment-induced behaviours, and
comprehensive monitoring of
OTT platforms,

l—= — —



» Study by ICMR-NICPR (National Institute of Cancer Prevention and Research) revealed:
« 80.9% of OTT advertisements during the 2023 ICC Men's World Cup promoted:
» Tobacco
» Alcohol
« High-fat, sugar, and salt (HFSS) products
* 90.7% of ads during India matches promoted unhealthy products.

» 86.7% of surrogate tobacco ads aired during India matches.

« Why It Matters
« India has strict laws like:
« COTPA, 2003: Prohibits direct tobacco & alcohol advertising.
« Cable Television Networks Regulation Act, 1995: Restricts unhealthy product ads on TV.
« However, loopholes in digital advertising regulation are being exploited via:
« Surrogate advertising on OTT platforms.

» Targeting massive Indian cricket audience I 22 million viewers).



¢ Children at Risk

* 60.6% of unhealthy ads targeted products consumed by children (e.g., chocolates, chips, noodles,

biscuits).
» Celebrity endorsements prevalent:
* 17.5% by Bollywood actors.

* 17% by cricket celebrities.

» Recommendations by Researchers
» Urgent policy intervention for:
* Regulating digital and OTT platforms.
» Enforcing stricter bans on surrogate advertising.
» Protecting children from targeted unhealthy product ads.

 Comprehensive monitoring of OTT platforms.



Bihar’s newly paved X100-crore road has a
dangerous qulrk — trees standlng in middle

HIMANSHU HARSH
PATNA, JUNE 30

WHILE BIHAR has constructed
thousands of kilometres of roads
in the last decade and allocated
more than Rs 3 lakh crore in its
2025-26 state Budget for more,
a newly paved stretch in
Jehanabad has drawn attention
for all the wrong reasons.

The Patna-Gaya road in
Jehanabad district, which was
widened as partof aRs 100-crore
project, has several full-grown
trees standing in the middle of it.

Several people took to social
media, putting up photos and
videos of the road, and com-
menting on the danger that the
trees in the middle posed to
commuters. The trees, many of
the posts pointed out, are not

The Patna-Gaya road in Jehanabad district. Express

even in a straight line, but are
scattered across the road, lead-
ing to vehicles speeding through
the road in a zig-zag manner.
Jehanabad District
Magistrate Alankrita Pandey told
The Indian Express that the road
was paved only recently and “no

accidents have been reported”
on the stretch so far.

She said the issue arose dur-
ing the extension of the existing
Patna-Gaya road. She clarified
that the particular flank where
the new road was constructed
“passes through forest land”. As

per the administration, clearance
for the removal of the trees had
been sought from the relevant
authorities. However, they saud,
before the necessary approvals
could be obtained, the agency re-
sponsible for the construction
proceeded with the roadwork.

“The flank where the road
has been made is on forest land.
Aclearance had been sought, but
in the meantime, the agency re-
sponsible for the construction of
the road, violating the condi-
tions, went ahead with the con-
struction,” the DM said.

Taking cognisance of the vi-
olation, the district administra-
tion has lodged an FIR against
the construction agency, she
said. “Additionally, the stretch
where the trees stand has been
barricaded as a precautionary
measure,” Pandey said.




NY mayor hopeful Mamdani says he’s a “socialist’: What does he mean?

UDIT MISRA
NEW DELHI; JUNE 30

ZOHRAN MAMDANI is a democratic social-
ist whose unlikely victory in the Democratic
Party primary for mayor of New York has trig-
gered a fresh “red scare” for some in the US.
President Trump has called Mamdani“a
100% Communist Lunatic”,
and senior Democrats have
hesitated to endorse him.
Critics say Mamdani's policy

[Eoonomce

ECONOMICS |  trols the production process.
Some

are privately owned, and incomes are dis-
tributed through the market. There is over-
whelming political consensus in the US
about the virtues of this system, and the
vices of any alternative,

Socialism refers to a diverse set of eco-
nomic and political philosophies that have
evolved as a reaction to the capitalist sys-
tem. At their heart is the rejection/ critique
of the “capitalist”: a person
who owns the means of
production, and hence con-

prescriptions will push busi-
nesses out of the city and saddle New York
—whose GDP runs into trillions — with ex-
cessive government controls and taxation.
What is Mamdani's economics?

Mamdani's ‘socialism’

The US has long been the lagbearer of
capitalism, an economic system where the
mieans of production {land, labour, capital)

socialists advocare
state ownership, others want workers to
own the means of production while com-
peting in a market economy, and still oth-
ers are in favour of collective ownership.
Mamdani's democratic socialism es-
pouses better distribution of wealth (and
power) within a market economy. “Call it
democracy or call it democratic socialism,
there must be a better distribution of wealth

for all of God's children in this country,”
Mamdani said in a recent interview, quoting
civil rights activist Martin Luther King Jr.
According to the Democratic Socialists
of America (DSA), capitalism is “a system
designed by the owning class to exploit the
rest..for their own profit”. Democratic so-
dalism advocates "a democracy that cre-
ates space for all to flourish, not just sur-
vive”, for people “tocollectively own the key
economic drivers”, and a guarantee of uni-
versal healthcare and other welfare initia-
tives to ensure “a freer, more just life”.

A resonant message...

Behind Mamdani's success — and that of
other anti-status quo politicians, including
Donald Trump — is the failure of the present
system to deliver for a vast number of
Americans. In some ways, New York is a mi-
crocosm of the crisis facing the US today,

After its strongest economic boom in
decades, the Covid-19 pandemic dealt a se-

Zohran K Mamdani. The NYT'

vere blow to New York’s economy — one
which it is yet to recover. Inflation has out-
paced wages making everything from gro-
ceries to housing increasingly unaffordable.
The median home price in 2022, at $724,000,
was more than 10 times the median house-
hold income of $72,000 per annum.
Mamxdani's campaign captured the imag-

ination of voters by promising to make New
York more affordable. “I will freeze the rent
for millions of tenants, make buses fast and
free, and defiver universal childcare. And be-
fore you ask, I'll pay forit by taxing the rich....”
he said during a televised debate,

He has also promised to create a network
of city-owned grocery stores which would
focus on keeping prices low, not profits.
“Without having to pay rent or property taxes,
|such shops] will reduce overhead and pass
on savings toshoppers.” his manifesto states,

Mamdani has saki he will raise the mini-
mum wage to $30/hour by 2030 {up from
S16.5/hour at present), “In the world's rich-
estcity, making the minimum wage should-
n'tmean livingin poverty," the manifesto says.
..And a few concerns

WThebelief that government-fixed prices
(or wages) can solve real issues in the econ-
omyisviewed with suspicion by mainstream
economists. If this were the case, there would

never be a orisis of affordability. A large body
of research shows that while freezing rents
may help affordability in the short term, in
the fong run, it disincentives the building of
houses, and decreases future affordability.
WThereisconcern about the efficiency of
government-run enterprises such as grocery
stores. There are many examples fromaround
the world that more often than not, shops or
businesses run by the government are ineffi-
cient and plagued with corruption. Mamdani
hasglossed over real challenges that hisidea,
ifimplemented, will have to grapple with.
BMamdani's taxation plan is seen as ex-
cessive by New York's businesses, which
may push them to other jurisdictions. As one
of Mamdani's opponents during the pri-
mary, former hedge fund manager Whitney
Tilson, said: “New York businesses would be
paying double the tax rate of New Jersey,
triple that of Connecticut, and five times that
of Florida, which would lead to an exodus of
businesses and jobs, and crash our city.”



» Zohran Mamdani, son of Indian-origin economist Mahmood Mamdani, is running for Mayor of New
York as a Democratic Socialist.

» His campaign has triggered debates in the US, with critics labeling him a "100% Communist Lunatic"

and senior Democrats hesitating to endorse him.

. What Does Mamdani Mean by 'Socialist'?
Capitalism in the US:
« Means of production (land, labor, capital) are privately owned.

» Wealth and incomes are distributed via the market.

Mamdani's Democratic Socialism:
« Critique of capitalism, advocating:
» Wealth redistribution.
» Collective ownership of key economic drivers.
» Universal healthcare, welfare initiatives.

« Policies promoting "a freer, more just life."



ul His Key Proposals
 Rent Freeze: To combat housing unaffordability.
* Public Grocery Stores: To provide affordable essentials.
e Minimum Wage Increase: $16.5/hour - $30/hour by 2030.

» Taxing the Rich: To fund public services and reduce inequality.

I Criticisms & Concerns

Housing Market Impact: Rent freezes could reduce housing supply long-term.

Efficiency of Govt Enterprises: Historical inefficiency & corruption risks.

Excessive Taxation: Fears of businesses relocating to low-tax states.

Over-reliance on Price Controls: Viewed as simplistic by economists.



Feature films

Year Title Notes
Nominated - Academy Award for Best Foreign Language Film
Nominated - BAFTA Award for Best Film Not in the English Language
1988 | Salaam Bombay!

Nominated - Golden Globe Award for Best Foreign Language Film

Nominated - Filmfare Award for Best Director

1991

Mississippi Masala

Nominated - Independent Spirit Award for Best Film

1995

The Perez Family

1996

Kama Sutra: A Tale of Love

2001

Monsoon Wedding

Golden Lion
Nominated - BAFTA Award for Best Film Not in the English Language

Nominated - Golden Globe Award for Best Foreign Language Film

2004

Vanity Fair

2006

The Namesake

2009

Amelia

2012

The Reluctant Fundamentalist

2016

Queen of Katwe







«Japan has successfully launched its GOSAT-GW satellite aboard the H-
2A rocket as part of Tokyo’s ongoing efforts to monitor and mitigate
climate change.

About the Satellite

*The GOSAT-GW, or Global Observing Satellite for Greenhouse gases
and Water cycle, is a third series in the mission to monitor carbon,
methane and other greenhouse gasses in the atmosphere.

*Within one year, it will start distributing data such as sea surface
temperature and precipitation with much higher resolution to users
around the world, including the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration.






* The Coast Guards of QUAD nations (India, Japan, the United States,
and Australia) launched the ‘QUAD At Sea Ship Observer Mission’ in
line with the Wilmington Declaration (2024) adopted during the 6th

QUAD Summit (4th in-person Quad Leaders' Summit) held in Delaware,
USA.



 What is QUAD At Sea Ship Observer Mission?
e About:

* |tis a first-of-its-kind maritime cooperation initiative aimed at
strengthening interoperability, maritime domain awareness (MDA),
and operational coordination to uphold a rules-based order in the
Indo-Pacific.
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Cabinet announces
incentive scheme to
generate more jobs

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet on
Tuesday approved an Em-
ployment-Linked Incentive
(ELI) scheme with an allo-
cation of 199,446 crore to
support employment gen-
eration, primarily in the
manufacturing sector.

“Under the scheme,
while the first-time em-
ployees will get  one
month's wage [up to
215,000], the employers
will be given incentives for
a period up to two years
for generating additional
employment, with extend-
ed benefits for another two
years for the mamnufactur-
ing sector,” Union Informa-
tion and Broadcasting Mi-
nister Ashwanl Vakshnaw
told presspersons after the
Cabinet meeting,

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi said the ELI
Scheme would boost job
creation. “The focus on
manufacturing and incen-
tives for firsttime em-
ployees will greatly benefit
our youth,” be said.

Labour Minister Man-
sukh Mandaviya said the
scheme was aimed at pro-
viding jobs for 3.5 crore
youth, The government
said in a staternent that the
ELl scheme was an-
nounced in the Union Bud-
et of 202425 as part of the
Prime Minister's package
of five schemes to facilitate
employment, skilling, and
other opportunities for 4.1
crore youth with a total
budget outlay of 32 lakh
crore.

“With an outlay of
199,446 crore, the ELI
Scheme aims to incentivise
the creation of more than
1.5 crore jobs over two
years, Out of these, 1.92
crore beneficlaries will be
frst-timers, entering the

Incentive boost

The EUl scheme wilk provide
Incentives 8o employees as
well a5 pmployers to improve
creation of job opporturstics

* Arownd 1,92 crove
Beneficiaries will bo
firsttino employees
= S¢hems offers one-manth

Wage up to ¥15,000 In
instalments

two
= Bunofits appdcabio to jobs
crosted between Amgust 1,

2025 and July 33,2027

workforce. The benefits of
the scheme will be applica-
ble to jobs created bet-
ween August 1, 2025 and
July 31, 2027" the release
sald, adding employees
with salaries up to 2 kakh
would be eligible for the
scheme. “The government
will incentivise employers,
up to 3,000 per month,
for two years, for each ad-
ditional employee with
sustained employment for
at least six months. For the
manufacturing sector, in-
centives will be extended
to the third and fourth
years as well,” the release
added.

While the Industries
have welcomed the an-
nouncement, trade unions
are looking at it with suspé
cion, Tapan Sen, Centre of
Indian Trade Unions (CI-
TU) general secretary, said
the move was a deceptive
scheme for transferring
public funds to the em-
ployers” class,

WS I aV‘ AAdEm I WEEINE R Wil R N

CABINET CONSENT
%99,446-crore

T1-lakh-crore

RDI scheme

w to support research &

/4 development and innovation
Employment-linked in sunrise domains and
incentive scheme to fintech projects

support jobs generation
and improve employability
across sectors

M Funds to be allocated
from Union Budget over
6 years; private sector

m Special focus on to supplement support

manufacturing sector

B Funds to be in form of
50-year interest-free loan
to Anusandhan National
Research Foundation

Hm Aims to incentivise
creation of over
35mn jobsin 2 years




Aspect

Total Outlay

Coverage Period

Target Beneficiaries

Employee Incentives

Employer Incentives

Extended Benefits

Details [53

299,446 crore
Jobs created between August 1, 2025 to July 31, 2027
3.5 crore youth; 1.92 crore will be first-time employees

First-time employees to receive one-month wage (up to 215,000) in

two instalments

Up to 223,000/month per additional employee with sustained

employment for at least 6 months

For manufacturing sector, incentives continue in the 3rd and 4th year



X Objective
e Incentivise employers to hire first-time employees.

» Focus on skilling, manufacturing, and job creation for youth.

I. Concerns & Criticism

e Trade Unions' View: Allegations that the scheme may merely transfer public funds to private

employers.

e Skepticism: Potential loopholes regarding genuine job creation and the quality of employment.
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ease ticket booking, travel services
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Indo-French Army exercise
‘Shakti 2025’ concludes

The eighth edition of the Indo-French Army
exercise, ‘Shakti 2025’, that started on June 18
concluded in France on Tuesday. The French
Embassy in New Delhi said that the exercise
involved more than 500 legionnaires and
military personnel from various units of the
French Army, the Foreign Legion, the French Air
and Space Force, and the French Navy. The
Indian contingent of 90 personnel comprised a
battalion of the Jammu and Kashmir Rifles,
besides personnel from other services. Exercise
Shakti was a vital opportunity for Indian and
French military personnel to boost joint
operational preparedness, the statement said.




Exercise Name

Dharma Guardian

Ekuverin

Cyclone

Sea Dragon

La Pérouse

Malabar

Varuna (23rd edition)

Type

Bilateral Army

Bilateral Army

Bilateral Army

Multilateral

Navy

Multinational

Navy

Multilateral

Navy

Bilateral Navy

Partners

Japan

Maldives

Egypt

USA, Japan, Australia,

South Korea

France, Australia,
Canada, UK, US, others

USA, Japan, Australia

France



Tiger Triumph

TROPEX

AIKEYME

Shakti VIII

Cyclone, Yudh Abhyas,
Shakti, Nomadic
Elephant, Yudh Abhyas,
Shakti etc.

Trilateral
(Army-Navy-
Air)

Domestic Navy

Multilateral

Navy

Bilateral Army

Mixed
(Army/Air)

USA

Indian naval forces

African nations

(Tanzania, Kenya, etc.)

France

France, US, Mongolia

etc.



Railways launches RailOne app to
ease ticket booking, travel services

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Union Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw on
Tuesday launched a new
app, RailOne, in New
Delhi.

The app has been con-
ceived by the Railways’ pu-
blic sector undertaking
(PSU), the Centre for Rail-
way Information Systems
(CRIS). RailOne is focused
on improving the passen-
ger interface with the Rail-
ways, officials said.

“It is a comprehensive,
all-in-one application with
a user-friendly interface.
The app is available for
download on Android Play
Store and iOS App Store,” a
Railways  spokesperson
said.

The RailOne app inte-
grates all passenger servic-
es, including a 3% discount
on unreserved tickets and
platform tickets, live train

Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw during the launch of the RailOne
app at the India Habitat Centre in New Delhi on Tuesday. pi8

tracking, grievance redres-
sal, e-catering, porter
booking, and last-mile taxi
services.

“Reserved tickets will
continue to be offered on
IRCTC (the Indian Railway
Catering and Tourism Cor-
poration, the PSU provid-
ing ticketing, catering, and

tourism services for the
Railways). The RailOne
app has also been author-
ised by the IRCTC, just like
many other commercial
apps that have partnered
with the IRCTC,” the spo-
kesperson added.

The RailOne app fea-
tures a single sign-on with

login via mPIN or biomet-
rics. The app also supports
existing RailConnect and
UTS credentials. UTS is the
Indian Railways’ mobile
ticketing application,
which allows daily train
travellers to book unre-
served tickets.

RailOne saves space on
devices as there is no need
to install multiple apps, of-
ficials said.

Urging CRIS to focus on
further strengthening the
digital core of the Indian
Railways, Mr. Vaishnaw al-
so commended the CRIS
team for the progress
made on upgrading the ex-
isting passenger reserva-
tion system (PRS).

“The modern PRS will
be agile, multilingual, and
scalable to handle 10 times
the current load. It will be
capable of 1.5 lakh ticket
bookings and 40 lakh en-
quiries per minute,” the
spokesperson said.



Railways Launches RailOne App to Ease
Ticket Booking and Travel Services

.........

* Union Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw launched the new RailOne app in New Delhi.

» Developed by the Centre for Railway Information Systems (CRIS), a PSU under Indian Railways.

-@ Key Features of RailOne App

Feature Details
All-in-One Application Integrates all passenger services in a single app
User-Friendly Interface Easy to navigate; no need to install multiple apps

3% Discount On unreserved ticket booking



Passenger Services

Reserved Tickets

Authorisation

Security Features

Language Support

Unreserved tickets, live train tracking, grievance redressal, e-catering, porter

booking, last-mile taxi services

Still offered on IRCTC platform

App authorised by IRCTC

Single sign-on with mPIN or biometrics; compatible with RailConnect & UTS

credentials

App is multilingual



Navy inducts second
indigenous stealth
frigate in record time

Delivered in 37 months, INS Udaygiri represents a ‘quantum leap’ in the

Indian Navy’s in-house design capabilities, says the Defence Ministry

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

howcasing the coun-
Stry’s growing mili-

tary manufacturing
capabilities and enhancing
its naval power, INS Uday-
giri ~ the second ship of
Project 17A's stealth fri-
gates — was delivered to
the Indian Navy on Tues-
day, according to a Defence
Ministry statement,

The project is a succes-
sor of the Shivalik class fri-
gates of Project 17 (P-17)
that are now in active ser-
vice. Udaygiri is the second
among the seven Project
17A (P-17A) frigates under
construction at Mazagon
Dock Shipbuilders Ltd.
(MDSL) in Mumbai, and
Garden Reach Shipbuil-
ders and Engineers in
Kolkata.

These multi-mission fri-
gates are capable of operat-
ing in a ‘blue water’ envi-
ronment - referring to the
open ocean - dealing with
both conventional and
non-conventional threats
in the area of India’s mari-
time interests, the Ministry
said, adding that the re-
maining five ships will be

Udaygiri, the second ship of Project 17A stealth frigate, was
delivered to the Indian Navy on Tuesday. PTi

delivered progressively by
the end of 2026.

“Udaygiri has been deli-
vered to the Indian Navy in
a record time of 37 months
from the date of launch-
ing," the Ministry state-
ment said. “It is a modern
avatar of its predecessor,
the erstwhile INS Udaygiri,
which was a steam ship,
decommissioned on Au-
gust 24, 2007 after render-
ing 31 years of service to
the nation."

‘Quantum leap’

P-17A ships have enhanced
stealth features and are fit-
ted with an advanced,

state-of-the-art  weapon
and sensor suite, a signifi-
cant upgrade from the P-17
class, the Ministry said.
“The ships represent a
quantum leap in the Indian
Navy's in-house design
capabilities at the Warship
Design Bureau,” the state-
ment added.

The weapons suite com-
prises a supersonic sur-
face-to-surface missile sys-
tem, a medium-range
surface-to-air missile sys-
tem, a 76 mm gun, and a
combination of 30 mm and
12,7 mm rapid-fire close-in
weapon systems, accord-
ing to the Ministry.



Definition

Primary Purpose

Key Feature

Stealth Techniques

Armament

Advantages

A class of warship designed to be less detectable by radar, sonar, or infrared sensors.

Naval warfare, anti-submarine operations, escort missions, and surface combat with
stealth capabilities.

Reduced radar cross-section (RCS) to avoid enemy detection.

- Angled surfaces to deflect radar waves
- Radar-absorbent materials
- Minimal external equipment

- Reduced heat and noise signature

Typically equipped with:
- Anti-ship missiles

- Anti-aircraft missiles

- Torpedoes

- Naval guns

- Helicopter for reconnaissance or attack

- Difficult to detect and track
- Higher survivability in modern warfare

- Versatile operational roles



Examples (Global) - INS Shivalik (India)
- La Fayette-class (France)
- Type 054A (China)

- Freedom-class (USA)

Indian Context India operates stealth frigates under Project 17 (Shivalik-class) and is building

advanced versions under Project 17A.

Difference from Frigates are generally smaller and optimized for multi-role tasks like anti-submarine
Destroyers warfare, while destroyers are larger and more heavily armed for fleet defense and

offensive operations.



Feature

Ship Name

Project

Position in Series

Manufacturers

Predecessor Project

Delivery Time

Previous INS Udaygiri

Details

INS Udaygiri

Project 17A (P-17A) Stealth Frigates

2nd of 7 planned P-17A frigates

Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Ltd (MDSL), Mumbai
Garden Reach Shipbuilders, Kolkata

Shivalik-class frigates (Project 17)

Record 37 months from date of launching

Steamship decommissioned on 24 August 2007 after 31 years of

service



. Features & Capabilities
« Stealth Features: Reduced radar cross-section, low detectability
« Blue Water Capability: Can operate in open ocean environments for long durations
e Multi-Mission Role:
« Surface and sub-surface warfare
« Air defence
» Electronic warfare
« Weapons Suite:
e Supersonic surface-to-surface missiles
« Medium-range surface-to-air missile system
e 76 mm main gun

e Close-in weapon system: 30 mm & 12.7 mm rapid-fire guns



X Significance
e Enhances India's maritime security in Indian Ocean Region (IOR)
e Boosts India's indigenous defence production under Atmanirbhar Bharat
 Represents a "quantum leap" in:
* |n-house ship design by the Warship Design Bureau

» Technology and stealth capabilities compared to older Shivalik-class frigates

7 Project Timeline

» Total of 7 Project 17A frigates to be delivered by end of 2026



CM, L-G HOLD KEY MEETING

Night shifts for
women, new layoff
rule: Labour dept
gets fresh directions

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI JULY

IN A significant measure, the
Delhi government has directed
the Labour Department to make
necessary changes to allow
women to work in night shifts,
but only with their consent, of-
ficals said on Tuesday.

The Labour Department has
been asked to put in place all
safeguards by amending the
Dethi Shops and Establishment
Actand issuing notifications un-
der the Factories Act, said offi-
cials from Lieutenant Governor
VK Saxena's office,

Officials said that directions
were also given to amend the
Delhi Shops and Establishment
Act to increase the threshold of
minimum number of employees
fromone to 10 for the applicabil-
ity of the Act and to allow shops
and establishments to work
2417,

The government has also
givendirections to "increase the
threshold of workers from 100
to 200, in the Industrial Dispute
Act, for seeking permission for
closure,” Explaining this further,
a senior official from the Labour
department said, "Currently, if
any factory or acompany wants
to exit the business and do lay-
offs, it has toseek clearance from
the departments concerned and
the authority. But now, if a fac-

tory has 200 or fewer employ-
ees, it does not have to seek per-
mission for the closure of the fac-
tory and layoffs. This has been
done as part of the ease of doing
business..”

When asked about the
move's likely impact on labour-
ers, the official said, "The labour-
ers will have options to approach
the labour court. At present, if
the company wants to exit and
they don't have the profitto pay
the labourers in future, there is
no point.”

Responding to this, Krishna
Yadav, General Secretary of
Shramik Vikas Sanghatan, said,
“If the government is allowing a
factory or industry to exit the
business and do layoffs without
seeking permission from any au-
thority. There should also be an
act to provide compensation to
the workers because they are the
ones who will be affected and
end up losing jobs without any
employee funds or benefits,”

The government issued a
slew of directions, including
these in a high-level meeting
held by the L-G, along with Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta, on
Tuesday to review the status and
progress of various aspects re-
lated to the BJP government's
flagship polices — ‘Ease of Doing
Business" and ‘'Maximum
Governance - Minimum
Government', enunciated by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.



» Key Announcements

Aspect

Night Shifts for Women

24x7 Operations for Shops

Minimum Employees Threshold (Delhi

Shops & Establishment Act)

Layoff Permission Threshold (Industrial
Disputes Act)

Details

Permitted with consent, safeguards to be put in place via
amendments to Delhi Shops & Establishment Act and notifications

under Factories Act.

Directions to amend law to allow shops & establishments to operate
24/(7.

Raised from 1 to 10 for applicability of the Act.

Raised from 100 to 200 employees for seeking permission for closure

or layoffs.




-l- Rationale & Implications
» Ease of Doing Business:
e Reduces regulatory burden on small businesses.

» Part of government's flagship initiatives: Ease of Doing Business and Maximum Governance -

Minimum Government.
e Labour Welfare Concerns:
» Labourers can approach labour court if aggrieved.
e Trade Unions demand:
 Compensation safeguards for affected workers.
» Legal provisions to prevent job losses without benefits.
e Women's Employment:
» Consent-based night shifts aim to promote women's workforce participation.

» Safeguards yet to be finalized.



AW GLOBAL

WHATIS THE BORDER DISPUTE
BETWEEN THAILAND AND CAMBODIA?

THAILAND'S CONSTITUTIONAL Court
suspended Prime Minister Pagtongram
Shinawatra fromoffice on Tuesday pend-
ing an ethics investigation over a leaked
phone call with a senior Cambodian
leader that followed a border row that
crupted on May 28, The leaked call has
set off political turmoil in Thailand as
Pactongtam faces growing dissatistaction
over her handling of the conflict.

The leaked call

The phone call between Pactongtam
and Cambodian Senate President Hun
Senwas made on June 15 and was Jeaked
days after. Hun Sen said in his Facebook
post thal he recorded the conversation
and had shared it with at least 80 people.

In the call, the two were heard talking
through a translator discussing the 1en-
sions at the border, and about whether
they should lift restrictions imposed af-
ter the deadly dash.

Pactongtarn could be heard address-
Ing Hun Sen as uncle, He is a longtime
friend of her father, Thaksin Shinawatra,
a popular but divisive former Prime
Minister, She urged him not to listen toa
Thai reglonal army commander who had
publicly cnticised Cambodia about the
boeder dispute. She also told Hun Sen to
let her know what be wanted, and she
would try to manage that,

Critics said she went too far inappeas-
cally her comments abowt the army com-
mander, damaged Thailand's interests,

The border dispute
The recent dispute was triggered in
May after the armed forces of Thailand
and Cambodia briefly fired at each other
inarelatively small contested border arca
that both countries claim as their own.
Bothi sides have said they acted in self-
defence, One Cambodian soldierwas lalled,
While the countries said afterwards
they had agreed to de-escalate the situa-
tinue to implement or threaten measures
slmdamrdh\nlmmmmw\
Thailand and Cambodia share
mwmmmmmnxmm-
ing claims stem largely from a 1907 map
drawn under French colonial rule that was
used to separate Cambodia from Thailand.

Thai PM Pactongtarn Shinawatra
was suspended on Tuesday. A#

Cambodia hasbeenusing themapasa
reference o caim termtory, whike Thailand
has argued the map is inaccurate.

The most prominent and violent con-
Nicts broke out around the 1,000-year-
old Preah Vihear temple.

In 1962, the International Court of
Justice {IC)) awardad soverelgnty over the
area to Cambodia and that became ama-
o ieritant in relations,

Cambadia went back to the court in
2011. The ICJ reaffirmed the ruling in
2013, decision that still ratted Thalkand.

What happens next

Cambodiais seelanga ruling again from
the ICJover several disputed areas, includ-
Ing where the deadly clash

Thailand has said it does not accept
the jurisdiction of the IC) and that any
conflicting border claims between the
two should be solved by the existing bi-
lateral mechanism,

Cambodia nevertheless said it has sub-
mitted the case to the IC] and insisted that
It would no longer discuss these areas un-
der the twocountries' bilaceral mechardsm.

Bickering neighbours

The ill fecling between the two
neighbours is not just about overfapping
border claims, but also deep-seated cul-
tural enmity that has its roots from cen-
turies ago when they were large and
competing empires.

In more modem times, bad feelings
have lingered. as Cambodia's develop-
ment has falled well behind Thailand due
to French colonialism and the brutal rule
of the communist Khimer Rouge in the
1970s. AP



« Thailand's Constitutional Court has suspended PM Paetongtarn Shinawatra over a leaked phone call

with Cambodian Senate President Hun Sen.

» The call, made after a deadly border clash on May 28, discussed easing restrictions and managing

tensions.

» Political turmoil has erupted in Thailand over dissatisfaction with her handling of the conflict.

? The Border Dispute

e Root Cause:

» Stemming from a 1907 map drawn under French colonial rule, used to separate Cambodia from

Thailand.

» Contested Area:

» Both countries claim a small, strategically significant stretch of land along their 800 km shared

border.



* Major Flashpoint:

e The Preah Vihear Temple, a 1,000-year-old temple, is the focal point of disputes.

-. International Legal Aspect

 1962: International Court of Justice (ICJ) awarded sovereignty over Preah Vihear temple area to

Cambodia.
e 2011: Cambodia returned to ICJ; 2013 ruling reaffirmed Cambodia's claim, which angered Thailand.
 Cambodia now seeks ICJ intervention for other disputed areas.

e Thailand rejects ICJ jurisdiction, insists on bilateral mechanisms to resolve disputes.



¢ Recent Developments
» May 2024: Armed forces from both sides engaged in a brief firefight; one Cambodian soldier killed.
» Both sides claimed self-defence but agreed to de-escalate.

* Tensions remain high with no permanent resolution.

& Political Fallout

» Paetongtarn criticised for being too conciliatory toward Hun Sen.

e Critics argue her approach undermined Thailand's military and national interests.



Border tensions between Thailand and Cambodia
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Word of the day

Extemporaneous:
with little or no preparation or forethought

Synonyms: ad-lib, impromptu, off-the-cuff,
offhand, unrehearsed

Usa g€ He gave an extemporaneous piano
recital.

Pronunciation:
newsth.live/extemporaneouspro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /ekstem.p3:(4)'eIn.i.as/
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