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Vodafone-Idea dues frozen
by Centre; timeline relaxed

Centre freezes payment of ¥87695 crore, reschedules them to be paid over 2031-32 to 2040-41; no

change in dues for 2017-19; this will protect govt. stake of 49%, and ensure competition in sector

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Union Cabinet,
Tat its meeting on
Wednesday, ap-

proved the freezing of Vo-
dafone Idea Ltd. (VIL)'s ad-
justed gross revenue (AGR)
dues, amounting to
¥87,695 crore, for a period
of five years.

The relief, however,
may be partial as a note
from the government
stressed, “AGR dues per-
taining to FY 2017-18 and
FY 2018-19 [that were al-
ready finalised vide a 2020
Supreme Court order]
shall be payable by M/s VIL
over the period FY 2025-26
to FY 2030-31 without any
change.”

Based on Supreme
Court orders allowing the
government to grant such
relaxations, VIL had made
a representation in recent
weeks. After considering
the request, the Union go-

Breathing space

The Union government has a 43% equity stake in VIL, from a
previous relief intervention for the struggling firm

Helping hand: The move will
protect the interest of 20 crore
consumers, says govt. FILE PHOTO

® Dues for 2017-18 and
2018-19 fiscals, finalised
based on a Supreme
Court order, will now
have to be paid over
2025-26 to 2030-31 fiscal
without any change

= DoT to reassess
the frozen dues as per
Deduction Verification
Guidelines

vernment decided to
freeze the dues, and res-
chedule them “over FY
2031-32 to FY 2040-41”, the
note said.

The note said that the
telecom sector was “highly
concentrated”, and that
the government “would
like to have multiple
players in such critical sec-
tors”. The Union govern-
ment has a 49% equity
stake in VIL, as a result of a

previous relief interven-
tion for the struggling firm.
The move will protect the
interest of 20 crore VIL
consumers, the note said.
“The AGR dues frozen
as on 31.12.2025 shall also
be reassessed by DoT (De-
partment of Telecommuni-
cations) based on Deduc-
tion Verification
Guidelines dated
03.02.2020/audit reports.
The outcome shall be de-

cided by a committee ap-
pointed by the Govern-
ment and that shall be
binding on both parties.”

“The above steps will
protect the interest of GOI
stake of 49% in VIL, enable
orderly payment of dues to
Government of India by
way of Spectrum Auction
Charges and AGR Dues, en-
sure competition in the
sector and protect the in-
terest of 20 crore VIL con-
sumers,” the note said.

VIL did not have an im-
mediate statement in res-
ponse to the freezing. The
firm said in a stock ex-
change filing in the evening
that it didn’t have an offi-
cial intimation of the Cabi-
net decision from the go-
vernment. Union Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw, who
made announcements on
the Cabinet’s decisions
from the day’s meeting,
did not include this deve-
lopment in his prepared
remarks.



1. Cabinet Decision
« The Union Cabinet approved freezing Vodafone-idea’'s AGR dues worth ¥87,695 crore.
Ho1g HiFHsA A ASTHIH-3MSEa1 F 87,695 BRS & AGR IH T Bl It B4 bl Hafdl atl
» The freeze will be applicable for a period of five years.

IE A Uia asi &l 37afe & fag ang Enit

2. Payment Timeline Relaxation
e The frozen dues will now be rescheduled for payment between FY 2031-32 and FY 2040-41.

hiat fhQ 7Y 911 &1 YiTa 31 FY 2031-32 3 FY 2040-41 & dia fasar s
» There is no change in dues already finalised for FY 2017-18 and FY 2018-19.

FY 2017-18 3iR FY 2018-19 & Ugm & dd I & BIS deerd Al fpar T 21

3. Supreme Court Context
 The AGR dues for FY 2017-18 and FY 2018-19 were finalised based on a 2020 Supreme Court

order.

FY 2017-18 3iR FY 2018-19 & AGR &/ 2020 & JUIH BIE & 31420 & MR TR ad §C A
e These dues will be paid between FY 2025-26 and FY 2030-31 without modification.

g1 BRI BT HITaE FY 2025-26 d FY 2030-31 & dta a1 fat agarda & gl



4. Government Stake & Strategic Interest
e The Union Government currently holds a 49% equity stake in Vodafone-Idea.
TdHE A &g TIBR 6 disThi-3meear & 49% ZRTH 81
« The decision aims to protect the government’s investment and prevent collapse of the company.

39 fAufg o1 3228 TRHRY fAd2r 6 381 BAT 31R HUT &b Ud &) AT 2|

5. Sector Competition & Consumer Interest

 The telecom sector is highly concentrated, and the government wants multiple private players.
RIAIR &F HATED Bipd & 3R IBR B3 il faarfsa) B g41¢ J6ET a1gdl &l

« The move is intended to protect the interests of nearly 20 crore Vodafone-Idea subscribers.

IE BEH T 20 HRAS dISThIA-3MsSfEar Imitamnait & f&dY &1 2em & fae 21

6. Role of Department of Telecommunications (DoT)
 The frozen AGR dues will be reassessed by DoT as per Deduction Verification Guidelines.

Whist fiT g AGR 96131 T Y edidh- DoT gRT Deduction Verification Guidelines & dgd fdsar smemm|
 The reassessment will be based on audit reports and guidelines dated 03-02-2020.

g YA 03-02-2020 &l Mesarey 3k siifse Rulé w amena ghmi



Aspect

AGR Full Form

AGR Issue Origin

Major AGR Judgment Year
Govt Equity in VIL

Total Frozen Dues
Telecom Policy Concern
Affected Consumers
Responsible Ministry
Reassessing Authority

Payment Rescheduled Till

Details

Adjusted Gross Revenue

Supreme Court judgment on revenue sharing
2019-2020

49%

87,695 crore

Market concentration

~20 crore

Ministry of Communications
Department of Telecommunications
FY 2040-41



Exam

UPSC CSE Prelims

UPSC CSE Mains (GS-IIl)

UPSC CSE Prelims

State PSC (RAS / PCS level)
SSC CGL

SSC CGL

IBPS PO (Banking
Awareness)

IBPS Clerk / PO

RBI Grade-B
Railway Group-D / NTPC

Railway NTPC (CBT-1)

UPSC CSE Prelims

State PSC (General
Studies)

Date (Year/Month) Question asked (Theme / Framing)

2020 (Oct)

2020

2021 (Oct)

2021-22

2022 (Tier-1)

2023

2021 (Prelims)

2022

2020 Phase-1
2021-22

2023

2023

2023-24

With reference to Adjusted Gross Revenue
(AGR) in telecom sector, consider
statements...

Discuss issues related to AGR judgment and
its impact on telecom sector.

Which of the following are consequences of
telecom sector stress in India?

AGR dispute is related to which sector?

AGR (Adjusted Gross Revenue) is
associated with which government
department?

Vodafone-ldea is related to which industry?

AGR dues controversy is related to which
Supreme Court judgment?

Telecom sector reforms in India were
introduced to address which issue?

Which sector was allowed moratorium/relief
due to structural stress?

AGR stands for—

The Department of Telecommunications
functions under which Ministry?

With reference to government equity infusion
in private companies, consider statements...

Why does government support Vodafone-
Idea?

Correct Answer / Key Point

AGR includes non-core revenues like rent,
interest, dividend (as per SC).

AGR ruling caused financial stress, led to
market concentration, required policy
relief.

Reduced competition, high debt, need for
govt reforms.

Telecom sector

Department of Telecommunications (DoT)

Telecommunications

Revenue-sharing judgment involving
telecom operators

Financial stress due to AGR & spectrum
dues

Telecom sector
Adjusted Gross Revenue
Ministry of Communications

Govt can convert dues into equity (telecom
reform).

To ensure competition & consumer
interest.



Consider the following statements regarding Vodafone-ldea AGR relief:
The Union Government has frozen Vodafone-ldea’s AGR dues for five years.
The frozen dues will be paid between FY 2031-32 and FY 2040-41.

The government currently owns a majority stake in Vodafone-Idea.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B.2 and 3 only
C.1and 3 only
D.1,2and 3



Indore official axed as deaths linked to ‘unsafe’ water hit 10

Mehul Malpani
BHOPAL

An official was dismissed
from service and two oth-
ers suspended even as the
death toll climbed to 10 in
Indore city of Madhya Pra-
desh where more than
2,000 people have fallen ill
after consuming contami-
nated water supplied by

the municipal corporation,
officials said on
Wednesday.

A three-member com-
mittee has also been
formed to investigate the
incident.

The deceased include a
six-month-old child, who
passed away on Wednes-
day, and six women. More
than 100 people from In-
dore’s Bhagirathpura area
have been admitted to hos-

CM
K

pitals in the past one week
after drinking water from a
municipal supply line.

While the authorities
are yet to release the offi-
cial death toll, a senior of-
ficer in the district admi-
nistration said that the
figure has crossed 10.

In-charge sub-engineer
Shubham Shrivastava of
the Public Health Engi-
neering (PHE) Department
of the Indore Municipal
Corporation (IMC) was ter-
minated while zonal officer
Shaligram Sitole and assis-
tant engineer Yogesh Joshi
were suspended on the in-
structions of Chief Minister
Mohan Yadav.

“Till today, 7,992 houses
were surveyed in which
about 39,854 people were
examined, out of which
about 2,456 suspected pa-

Madhya Pradesh Congress chief Jitu Patwari meets patient who fell

ill after consuming contaminated water, in Indore on Thursday. ANI

tients were found, who
were given first aid on the
spot. Till today, 212 pa-
tients were admitted in
hospitals, out of which 50
patients have been dis-
charged. Currently, the
number of patients admit-
ted in hospitals is 162, and
the number of patients ad-
mitted in ICU is 26,” a state-

ment from the office of
Chief Medical and Health
Officer said.

Three-member panel

The three member panel
to investigate the incident
is headed by IAS officer
Navjeevan Panwar, and
consists of superintendent
engineer Pradeep Nigam

and associate professor at
the Mahatma Gandhi Me-
morial (MGM) Medical Col-
lege Shailesh Rai. The pa-
nel will also investigate the
delays in completing a ten-
der issued in August for a
fresh supply line in the
area, a senior government
official said.

Cabinet Minister and In-
dore-1 MLA Kailash Vijay-
vargiya termed the inci-
dent “unfortunate” and
said the numbers of pa-
tients admitted to health-
care facilities were increas-
ing constantly. “It was

increasing yesterday
[Tuesday] but has reduced
today,” he said.

While Mr. Vijayvargiya
remained deputed in the
area, the Chief Minister al-
so visited multiple hospi-
tals to meet the patients.

IMC Commissioner Di-
leep Yadav told The Hindu
that the three officials were
responsible for clean water
supply in the area but
failed to detect the leakag-
es in time.

Meanwhile, the Madhya
Pradesh High Court also is-
sued notices to the State
authorities and sought a
status report on the matter
by January 2.

Hearing two petitions,
the High Court also direct-
ed for free-of-cost treat-
ment of patients after a pe-
titioner, a resident of
Bhagirathpura, alleged
that the private hospitals
were refusing treatment
without money.

Meanwhile, the State
Congress party has formed
a five-member fact-finding
panel to probe the tragedy.

.
LN



« Atleast 10 deaths were linked to consumption of contaminated municipal drinking water in
Indore, Madhya Pradesh.
HE Wl & gaR ? TR A0 &Y gfid dusier 3mgfd & 5781 &H & & 10 Hid g5

« Over 2,000 people fell ill after drinking water supplied through a municipal pipeline.
AR fATH & UrgUETET & s fb T T Ut & 2,000 F 3ifeids @i i R US|

2. Administrative Action

« One official was dismissed and two others were suspended as the death toll rose.
Hadb! B AT 931 R TP AR &) q@iw 3k ) &) fAefaa fasar mam

« Officials belonged to the Public Health Engineering (PHE) wing of Indore Municipal Corporation
(IMC).
A fUFER §eR TR e & dle @rey ifaifad! (PHE) favm @ ddfta ¢

3. Health Impact & Medical Response
» More than 100 people from Bhagirathpura area were admitted to hospitals.
HITRRIGRT &3 & 100 J 3ifeics @M &Y TTdTet A Wl bram 1Tl
» A six-month-old child and several women were among the deceased.
Hadb! § Bg HIg b1 goll 3R &3 Afgans nfad 21
« Over 200 patients required hospitalization; ICU admissions were reported.

200 & 31fties HA B Iara ? Wal &A1 Ut 31k ICU 7 vt 7llst ugad



4. Cause of Contamination

Leakage in the municipal water pipeline is suspected to have caused contamination.

TR fATH &Y 5@ UrguwTE ? wiidat  gUUT 81 B RidT 1

« Officials allegedly failed to detect the leakage in time.

HfErp1RAY U3 9T TEa #idbst 9 U U &1 3R 21

5. Investigation Mechanism

A three-member committee was constituted to investigate the incident.

"eA1 &t sita & feg div aqita afafd nféa &t mg)

The panel is headed by an IAS officer and includes senior engineering officials.

Qfafd &) 3rea&rar odb IAS fEdR 32 2 2 3k 3un aftss 5ifFar onfide 21

The probe will also examine delays in completing a tender for a fresh water pipeline.

A8 ST UTsUdTSd & s ¥ 38 &1t stiw &t stmerit

6. Judiciary & Political Response

The Madhya Pradesh High Court issued notices and sought a status report.
HE W2l gleble A Alfed 1Rt &R fRifa e winth

Free-of-cost medical treatment was directed for affected patients.

Yifgal & qud gersl a1 & fAder fGg g

Political leaders termed the incident ‘unfortunate’ and visited hospitals.

Astifae A3t A gea1 o1 gufraqef gara 3k sruarel &1 R faar



UPSC CSE Prelims

UPSC CSE Mains (GS-II)
UPSC CSE Prelims
State PSC (RAS/PCS)
SSC CGL

SSC CHSL

IBPS PO / Clerk

Railway NTPC

UPSC CSE Mains (GS-IlI)

2015

2018

2021

2022

2020

2023

2021

2022

2023

Right to clean drinking water flows
from which article?

Role of Urban Local Bodies in service
delivery

SDG related to clean water

Municipal Corporation responsibilities
include—

PHE Department deals with—

Contaminated water causes which
diseases?

Safe drinking water falls under which
SDG?

Water supply in cities is managed by—

Public health failures & governance
issues

Article 21

Water supply is a core municipal
function

SDG-6
Water supply, sanitation
Drinking water & sanitation

Cholera, Typhoid

SDG-6

Municipal Bodies

Infrastructure + accountability



* With reference to the Indore unsafe drinking water incident, consider the following
statements:

* Supply of safe drinking water is a core responsibility of Urban Local Bodies.

Right to safe drinking water is part of the Right to Life under Article 21.

Public Health Engineering departments have no role in urban water supply.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B.2 and 3 only

C.1lonly
D.1,2and 3
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Second edition of India-UAE military
exercise concludes in Abu Dhabi

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The exercise DESERT CY-
CLONE-II concluded with a
closing ceremony at Al-
Hamra Training City, mark-
ing the successful culmina-
tion of intensive joint train-
ing between the Indian
Army and the UAE Land
Forces.

Conducted from De-
cember 18 to 30 in Abu
Dhabi, the second edition
of the India-UAE Joint Mili-
tary Exercise reaffirmed
the deepening defence
partnership between the
two nations and highlight-
ed their shared commit-
ment to regional peace, se-
curity and stability.

The exercise featured
classroom instruction and
field-based training aimed
at enhancing interoperabil-
ity, mutual trust and opera-
tional synergy in an urban
environment, with empha-
sis on sub-conventional
operations under a United

Brothers in arms: The Indian contingent and UAE Land Forces carried out progressive practical drills
during the joint training at the Al-Hamra Training City. ADGPI/ANI

Nations mandate. The
troops carried out progres-
sive practical drills in built-
up areas, covering room
intervention and building
clearance, heliborne oper-
ations, air assault missions
and platoon-level joint as-

sault exercises. Both ar-
mies exchanged and re-
hearsed drills on room
intervention and clea-
rance, enabling standardi-
sation of tactics, tech-
niques and procedures.
The Indian contingent

comprised 45 personnel,
primarily from a battalion
of The Mechanised Infan-
try Regiment, while the
UAE Land Forces were re-
presented by the 53 Me-
chanised Infantry Batta-
lion.




e The second edition of the India—UAE joint military exercise “DESERT CYCLONE-II" concluded in
Abu Dhabi.
HRA-YUS Ao A= 3nAT “331E ATZT-11" BT GERT TXBROT 37 &Telt A JU= g3m|

e The closing ceremony was held at Al-Hamra Training City.

JHIYA JURIE 31 -gH30 wf2ieror AR 7 3maifaid faaam m=m

2. Duration & Location

e The exercise was conducted from December 18 to December 30 in Abu Dhabi, UAE.

Ig 3T 18 fEdaR A 30 fEHaR dab 319 et (Jus) A 3lfaia fsam mam

3. Participating Forces

e The exercise involved the Indian Army and the UAE Land Forces.

39 30T B WRATT 3471 3R IuE & 1 7 ¥t foam

e Indian contingent comprised 45 personnel mainly from a Mechanised Infantry battalion.

HRATT g § §& ®9 q dAhd dga a1 gelfoiad & 45 AfFaw nfia 2
o UAE was represented by the 53rd Mechanised Infantry Battalion.
TS &1 Ufdfferca 53dt dHlgpa dgar A1 gerferad = faa



Exam

UPSC CSE Prelims

UPSC CSE Prelims

UPSC CSE Mains (GS-11)

UPSC CSE Prelims

State PSC (RAS/PCS)

SSC CGL

NDA / CDS

Railway NTPC

CAPF / CDS

UPSC Prelims

Year / Date

2017
2020
2022
2023
2021-23

2022
2022
2021
2023

2024

Question Theme

India—UAE relations strengthened in
which sector?

Joint military exercises help in—

Defence cooperation with West Asian
countries

Mechanised Infantry is part of —

India conducts military exercises with
UAE in—

Armed forces exercise improves—
Purpose of joint military exercises
UAE is located in which region?

Urban warfare training involves—

UN-mandated operations relate to—

Correct Answer

Defence & strategic cooperation

Interoperability & trust-building

Exercises, training, security ties

Indian Army

Defence cooperation

Tactical coordination

Combat readiness & interoperability

West Asia

Room intervention & clearance

Peacekeeping & stability missions



* With reference to the India—UAE joint military exercise DESERT CYCLONE-II, consider
the following statements:

* Itis a bilateral exercise between the Indian Army and UAE Land Forces.
* The exercise focused on urban warfare and sub-conventional operations.

Naval and air forces were the primary participants.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B.2 and 3 only

C.1lonly
D.1,2and 3
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Himachal set
to legalise
cannabis
cultivation

Vikas Vasudeva
CHANDIGARH

The Himachal Pradesh go-
vernment is moving to-
wards legalising and regu-
lating cannabis cultivation,
with projections indicating
that a fully developed fra-
mework could generate an-
nual revenues of 1,000
crore to 2,000 crore for
the State.

“We are working on fi-
nalising the modalities of
the policy, including rules
and regulations surround-
ing the hemp cultivation 1
am hopeful that in a month
or two it should be ready,
which would then be ap-
proved by the State Cabi-
net,” Chief Minister Sukh-
vinder Singh Sukhu told
The Hindu on Wednesday.

Mr. Sukhu said that for
decades, cannabis has
grown wild across the val-
leys of Kullu, Mandi and
Chamba, often associated
with illegal drug trade.

The proposed policy,
however, aims to reposi-
tion the crop for its medici-
nal value, including pain
management and anti-in-
flammatory applications.

“This strategic shift is
designed to  replace
hemp’s narcotic image
with a productive identity.
This can generate ¥1,000-
2,000 crore annually once
operational,” he said.



1. Policy Decision
 The Government of Himachal Pradesh is moving towards legalising and regulating cannabis

(hemp) cultivation.

fEHTEIS W32l TXBR WiTlba1fad &t @dl &) der 31k faffafia oA &t fGen A 3mt g8 & 2l

o A fully developed framework may generate annual revenue of ¥1,000-2,000 crore for the State.

vk guf Hifd aien 57 @1 21,000-2,000 HAS 6 aifSies 31T ¢ Thar &

2. Policy Status & Timeline
e Rules and regulations for hemp cultivation are being finalised and will be placed before the State

Cabinet.
e &) Vdt A efeid fAaa-prae) o) ifan ®u fEar 51381 8 3k 3= I ufFvsd & Iuear 3= e

e The policy is expected to be approved within one to two months.

Hifd & Tp-S) HEA A wWipd €17 B T &1

3. Background Context
o Cannabis has grown wild for decades in Kullu, Mandi, and Chamba valleys.
Pov], Hel 3R daT ot Tifeal A germt & BArfaw Tnfdes 9 & 37TaT & 2
e The crop has often been associated with illegal drug trade.
A UTA: 3de "I veref @muR & SST a1 @ 2|



* The proposed policy aims tQ reposition cannabis as a medicinal and industrial crop.
wﬁgﬁﬁ%ﬁnﬁvﬁaﬁw&uaﬁ? BId & U T ARG HIAT
EIIBE“ I

* Medicinal uses include pain management and anti-inflammatory applications.
m;ﬁmﬂumﬁaﬁﬁa’mgﬁ?wﬁeﬁwvﬂ%ﬁ%

* The strategy seeks to replace hemp’s narcotic image with a productive economic

%mmﬁﬁﬁmﬁwﬁﬁdmmm e ugar | agaT B




Aspect

Crop Type

Proposed Use

Revenue Potential

Key Regions Mentioned
Governance Level
Policy Nature

Farmers’ Impact

Public Health Angle

Economic Angle

Law Interface

Details

Cannabis / Industrial Hemp

Medicinal & industrial (not recreational)
X1,000-2,000 crore annually

Kullu, Mandi, Chamba (HP)

State Government

Legalisation + Regulation

Diversification of income

Controlled medicinal usage

New agri-based revenue stream

Cultivation regulated under state policy within national
legal framework



Exam

Question Theme

Key Answer

UPSC CSE Prelims 2016 Industrial hemp is derived from— Cannabis sativa
) Role of medicinal plants in rural . L

UPSC CSE Mains (GS-III) 2019 High value, regulated cultivation
economy

UPSC CSE Prelims 2021 Whlc_h_crops are used for fibre and Hemp
medicinal purposes?

State PSC (HP/UK/RAS) 2022-23 Legal vs illegal cultivation of cannabis Medlcmal use permitted under

regulation

SSC CGL 2020 Hemp fibre is used for— Rope, textiles

SSC CHSL 2023 Anti-inflammatory drugs are used for— Reducing swelling

IBPS PO / Clerk 2022 Medicinal plants contribute to which Health & pharmaceuticals
sector?

Railway NTPC 2021 Cultivation policy is a subject of — State Government

UPSC Prelims 2024 Government policies on non-traditional Income diversification

crops



* With reference to the decision of Himachal Pradesh to legalise cannabis cultivation,
consider the following statements:

* The proposed policy focuses on medicinal and industrial use of cannabis.

The policy aims to generate additional revenue for the State government.

Recreational use of cannabis has been legalised nationwide in India.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B.2 and 3 only

C.1lonly
D.1,2and 3



DRDO carries out salvo

launch of Pralay missiles

The Defence Research & Development
Organisation (DRDO) carried out a salvo launch
of two indigenous Pralay missiles from the same
launcher on Wednesday. The test was held at
around 10.30 a.m. off the coast of Odisha. The
flight-tests were conducted as part of user
evaluation trials. According to the Ministry of
Defence, both missiles followed the intended
trajectory and met all mission objectives, as
confirmed by tracking sensors deployed by the
Integrated Test Range (ITR), Chandipur. Terminal
events were validated through telemetry systems
on ships positioned near the designated impact
points.




» Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) successfully carried out a salvo launch

e Both missiles were launched from the same launcher.

I fAATSH! BT H&IUT U &l di-ar J far mmi

2. Time & Location
e The test was conducted at around 10:30 a.m. off the coast of Odisha.
IE GAGUT 6ITHIT 10:30 g3t 3iifEem & de & U fasar mam
o The tracking and monitoring were done by the Integrated Test Range (ITR), Chandipur.

famRrAt 3k g TidtaR fRera $Ehies e ¥ (ITR) gRI &t TS|

3. Nature of Test
e The flight-tests were conducted as part of user evaluation trials.
35T TA&IUT ATl Hewlich1 Uieon & dgd fobg Q|
« Both missiles followed the intended trajectory and met all mission objectives.

S fRaTgal A fAeiRa e &1 uraq fan stk @it fiem 3geaY &) gri fasam



4. Technical Validation
 Terminal events were validated using telemetry systems deployed on ships near the impact area.

dferd &3 & U d41d STeTsi iR @ Soitigl faeH & sifdn @Rt & gfc &l 75|

e The tests confirmed the operational readiness of the Pralay missile system.

39 Ui & YUTTet fAATS S WUTTeit &t URETel derdl ol gfec g5 1

5. Strategic Significance
e Pralay enhances India’s conventional strike capability with high accuracy.

YUTIe ¥R @1 3o Jeldbdl dleil URUR® UER &HdT B HaTgdd Hdl 8l

o Salvo launch capability improves battlefield survivability and rapid response.

At dii-a graT Jgaa A @ik ufdfisan 31k siifad g2 6t gmdr gerdl 81



Aspect

Missile Name
Type

Origin
Developed by
Launch Mode
Test Type
Range (approx.)
Guidance

Test Location
Tracking Agency

Nature of Trials

Details

Pralay

Short-range ballistic missile (SRBM)
Indigenous (India)

DRDO

Mobile launcher

Salvo launch

150-500 km

Advanced navigation & control systems
Off Odisha coast

ITR, Chandipur

User evaluation



Exam

Year / Date

Question Theme

Correct Answer

UPSC CSE Prelims 2019 DRDO-developed missile systems Indigenous missiles

UPSC CSE Prelims 2021 Ballistic vs cruise missiles Trajectory-based

UPSC CSE Mains (GS-III) 2022 Indigenous defence technology = Missile development by DRDO
UPSC CSE Prelims 2023 ITR Chandipur is located in— Odisha

State PSC (RAS/PCS) 2022-23 India’s missile test facilities ITR, Chandipur

SSC CGL 2021 r?\?rastr";’? LTl AT Ministry of Defence

NDA / CDS 2022 Salvo launch means— lelélct;zlstieor:issiles fired in quick
Railway NTPC 2020 Indigenous defence production Atmanirbhar Bharat

CAPF / CDS 2024 Short-range ballistic missiles Tactical strike capability



* Q. With reference to the Pralay missile tested by DRDO, consider the following
statements:

* Pralay is an indigenous short-range ballistic missile developed by DRDO.

The salvo launch involved firing multiple missiles from the same launcher.
The test was conducted to validate nuclear deterrence capability only.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B.2 and 3 only

C.1lonly
D.1,2and 3
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ICC Men's T20
World Cup |

Indian Premier
League |
March-May

-~

FIFA World Cup
| June 11-July
19 | USA, Mexico
& Canada

One year, many stops,
infinite entertainment

Dribbling the ball into the court of 2026, a journey of
uninterrupted action beckons

= Dakar Rally | January 3-17
| Saudi Arabia

= Women's Premier League |
January 9-February 5

® |CC U-19 Men’s World Cup |

January 15-February 6 |
Zimbabwe & Namibia

u Australian Open | January
18-February 1 | Melbourne

FEBRUARY

= Superbow!| LX | Feb 8 |
San Francisco

= All England Open
Badminton | March 3-8 |
Birmingham

= Formula One Season
Opener Australian GP |
March 8 | Melbourne

= FIDE Candidates |
March 28-April 16

= The Masters Golf |
April 9-12 | Augusta, USA

= Thomas & Uber Cup |
April 24-May 3 | Horsens,
Denmark

MAY

= PGA Golf Championship |
May 14-17 | Aronimink
Golf Club, USA

= French Open |

May 24-June 7 | Paris

= UEFA Champions League

Final | May 30 | Budapest

= Wimbledon |
June 29-July 12 | London

= Tour de France | July 4-26
= The Open (Golf) |

July 16-19 | Royal Birkdale
Golf Club, UK

u Men’s and Women’s Hockey
World Cup | August 15-30 |
Belgium & Netherlands

= Badminton World
Championships |

August 17-23 | New Delhi

= US Open (Tennis) | August
30-September 13 | New York

SEPTEMBER

= Billie Jean King Cup
Finals | September 21-27 |
Shenzhen, China

NOVEMBER

= WTA Finals | November
7-14 | Riyadh

= ATP Finals | November
15-22 | Turin

= Davis Cup Finals |
November 24-29 | Bologna,
Italy

DECEMBER

= Badminton World Tour
Finals | December 9-13 |
Hangzhou, China

= |CC Women's
T20 World Cup
| June 12-July
5| England &
Wales

A S AW Y 4
vl
\rs
commonwealth
games
GLASGOW 2024

Commonwealth
Games | July
23-August 2 |

Glasgow

Lo}

5.

Aichi-Nagoya 2026
Asian Games

| September
19-Oct 4 |
Nagoya, Japan




SC to prioritise hearing cases

Includes Disabled,
BPL, Elderly, Acid
Attack Survivors

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: CJI Surya Kant
has devised four categories of
cases to prioritise listing and
hearingof petitionsfiled by so-
cially, physically and financi-
ally disadvantaged people.
The new categories of ca-
ses relate to those filed by dis-
abled people and acid attack
survivors, by senior citizens
above 80 years, persons who
arebelow povertylineand tho-
se who have approached the
court through legal aid servi-
ces that provide free advocate
assistance to poor litigants.
The new categorisation
was needed as their cases used

» Uttarakhand HC grants
anticipatory bail to man
accused of raping a woman on
pretext of marriage, says every
consensual relationship can’t
be painted as coercive | P 8

» J&K HC sets aside conviction
of woman in 1979 murder case,
citing 46 years of prolonged
proceedings and her
age-related infirmities | P 7

> Special NIA court in
Guwabhati convicts and
sentences Kamruj Zaman,

ahas Hurairah, a key accused
in a Hizbul Muiahideen terror
conspiracy case, to life
imprisonment | P 8

» Goa court holds man guilty
of culpable homicide for fatally
assaulting his bedridden
mother when drunk, sentences
him to time served | P 8

> MP HC upholds Pocso court
order awarding 20 years Rl to
man accused of having sexual
relations with a 17-year-old,
whom he married later | P 8

to get lost in the crowd of 800-
odd cases that get listed on
Mondays and Fridays, the two
days in a week when 16 ben-
chesof SCentertain fresh peti-
tions and determine whether
theserequirelonger hearing.
A circular by the SC re-
gistry said, “Members of the
Bar, parties-in-person and all
stakeholders are required to

invariably mention the rele-
vant head... under which the
matter actually falls, in all
the fresh petitions to be fi-
led... and submit an appropri-
ate application/letter along
with the documentary proof
issued by an appropriate govt
authority inthisregard.”

p 75k cases, P 10

of dlsadvantaged sections

HC: Woman has
right to abort
sans spouse nod

Upholding the right of a
woman to abort without
her husband’s consent, Pun-
jab and Haryana HC said,
“Her willingness and consent
are all that matter”, allowing
the petition of a 21-year-old
woman from Punjab’s Fateh-
garh Sahib who sought to ter-
minate her pregnancy in the
second trimester as she was
estranged from her husband,
reports Ajay Sura.

“Amarriedlady is the best
judgetoevaluate whether she
intends to continue with
pregnancy or get it aborted.
This court does not find any
obstacle in permitting the pe-
titioner to undergo abor-
tion,” HC ordered.P8



« The Supreme Court of India has decided to prioritise listing and hearing of cases filed by

disadvantaged sections of society.
WRd o Jafe =AY A dfad anf gRT gRR "] ot wreifie gaarg &1 fAofa faar 21

« The initiative aims to ensure timely justice for socially, physically, and financially vulnerable

persons.

A UEH P 3228 WD, 2MitRRe 3R 3nfefes 9 A HHR a0l &) @fiid =T Iuae] BT 21

2. Leadership & Framework
« Chief Justice of India Justice Surya Kant devised four categories for prioritising such cases.
& =raneiter Armfd ghwia A 0R el Bt wrafAddr 33 & g ar Sforat aa B g
« The categorisation applies to fresh petitions filed before the Supreme Court.

g qrifep T Haled AT A GRIR 9¢ HIHE] U @1 81T

3. Categories of Beneficiaries

« Persons with disabilities and acid attack survivors.
feaan afaw 31k ofds st difsal
« Senior citizens aged 80 years and above.
80 a¥ a1 3HA AHfEiw Y &b AR amRE|
« Persons living below the poverty line (BPL).
T4t @ A 1 sftaq a9a B4 a1 @Afad |
« Litigants approaching the court through legal aid services providing free legal assistance.

:2[cep BIAT TErIaT Aa13il & HIETH J =A@ 7 311 aTat g |



4. Operational Mechanism
e Such cases will be clearly identified so they do not get lost among thousands of routine listings.
T HIH] ol TS UgHTE ol STQTT difds & JATHIRI ATHA] &) His 7 7 g Q|
e Advocates and litigants must mention the relevant priority category at the filing stage with

documentary proof.

tferaarmarai 3R arehIRA) B TS YHIOT Afgd BIsfe & TuT ddfeid At BT Ieae BT gl

5. Rationale Behind the Decision
e Large pendency and limited hearing days make vulnerable litigants disproportionately affected

by delays.
HHw] Bt 3fed difda T 3k difda gAarg fGaa) @ wHsik arf g9 31feias nafdd gid &
e The move strengthens the principle of access to justice as part of constitutional governance.

IE BeH HdenfAd MaA & sidafa I ad ugd & fAgid B! AsTgd BaT gl



Aspect Details

Constitutional Basis Article 14 (Equality), Article 21 (Right to Life)
Legal Principle Access to Justice

Beneficiary Groups Disabled, Elderly (80+), BPL, Legal Aid Litigants
Implementing Authority Supreme Court Registry

Nature of Reform Administrative / Procedural

Targeted Problem Judicial delay for vulnerable groups

Justice Delivery Priority listing & hearing

Related Concept Substantive equality

Governance Dimension Judicial reforms

Exam Relevance GS-II (Polity, Judiciary)



Exam

UPSC CSE Prelims

UPSC CSE Mains (GS-Il)

UPSC CSE Prelims

State PSC (RAS/PCS)

SSC CGL

Judicial Services

UPSC CSE Mains (GS-Il)

Year

2016

2018

2020

2022

2021

2023

2023

Question Theme

Right to speedy justice
flows from—

Judicial reforms and access

to justice

Legal Services Authorities
Act relates to—

Senior citizens’ legal
protection

Acid attack survivors are
protected under—

Principle of substantive
equality

Pendency of cases &
vulnerable litigants

Key Answer

Article 21

Priority hearings, legal aid

Free legal aid

Special procedures &
priority

Criminal & welfare laws

Unequals treated
differently

Fast-tracking, prioritisation



» With reference to the Supreme Court’s decision to prioritise hearing of cases of
disadvantaged sections, consider the following statements:

* Persons with disabilities and acid attack survivors are included in the priority categories.
Senior citizens above the age of 80 years are eligible for prioritised hearing.

The categorisation applies only to cases pending in High Courts.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B.2 and 3 only
C.1lonly
D.1,2and 3



Goa Announces Its Third
District — Kushavati



e Goais set to get its third district, named Kushavati, marking a major administrative

2. Name & Historical Link
e The new district is named after the ancient Kushavati river flowing through the region.

T e &1 AT &7 A EhR 98 aTeit UTalF GTdd A6t & AT TR 33T AT 2|

3. Existing Administrative Structure
e At present, Goa has only two districts: North Goa and South Goa.
adAE A iar A ad g foiet §—3ad Mar 31k gfgror
» Kushavati will become Goa's third district.

PRATadl T BT dtERT 5T g



4. Composition of Kushavati District

« The Kushavati district will be carved entirely out of South Goa.
PRmadt e gt avg gfgror mar & g=mn g

It will comprise four talukas: Dharbandora, Quepem, Sanguem, and Canacona.

$OH 9R ATq®T B —YREGRT, RIUH, FTH 3R HATHAT

5. District Headquarters & Administration
 Quepem town has been designated as the headquarters of Kushavati district.
WIAH TR B! PNad! f5iat BT JEATed g411 T 21
« Until dedicated infrastructure is created, administrative work will continue from South Goa

headquarters.
314 d ATAA® HaHIa1 fawfaa A8l & sirdl, wenafde wrd gfgror Mar gEarery & g darfad gl
» The South Goa Collector will temporarily oversee the new district.

afaor Mar & drde: IR ®9  A¢ e BT IR JUTA1T

6. Governance Significance

« The move aims to improve administrative efficiency and regional governance.
U PHgH BT 322F WAfAd garar 3R &= o &) dgdR a4 21
» Better connectivity and service delivery have been assured by the state government.

U TIBR 1 dgaR BAfaefact 3R JAar fador &1 3meara faar g1



Aspect

New District Name

State

Total Districts (After Reorganisation)
Existing Districts

Origin of New District

Talukas Included

District Headquarters
Administrative Head (Temporary)
Naming Basis

Exam Relevance

Details

Kushavati

Goa

3

North Goa, South Goa

Carved out of South Goa

Dharbandora, Quepem, Sanguem, Canacona
Quepem

South Goa Collector

Ancient Kushavati river

Polity, Administration, Indian Geography



Exam

UPSC CSE Prelims

UPSC CSE Mains (GS-I1)

State PSC

SSC CGlL

Railway NTPC

UPSC Prelims

Year

2017

2018

2022

2021

2020

2023

Question Theme

Creation of districts falls
under—

Administrative
reorganisation &
governance

Talukas are administrative
units under—

Who can create a new
district?

District headquarters are
important for—

Rivers influencing place
names

Key Answer

State Government

District formation
improves delivery

Districts

State Government

Administration

Historical-geographical
linkage



* With reference to the newly announced Kushavati district in Goa, consider the
following statements:

* Kushavati will be Goa’s third district.
The district is carved entirely out of South Goa.

Panaji has been designated as the headquarters of Kushavati district.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B.2 and 3 only

C.1lonly
D.1,2and 3



y \

\Bomb Cyclone/




« A powerful winter storm rapidly intensified into a bomb cyclone over the United States,
disrupting travel and power supply.

T Afamienet fadiety g 3mieT 7 dta nfd & 9w ashara 7 aga T, 59 amn ik fasiet smgfd
qiferd g3

2. What is a Bomb Cyclone?

« A bomb cyclone is a mid-latitude low-pressure system that intensifies extremely rapidly.
9 T3haTd U Hed-31giiel fAm1-gra a3 € St 3rcia dtg ifd @ Jeraw gian g1

« Itis defined by a fall in central air pressure of at least 24 millibars in 24 hours.
39 24 Tl ¥ Bfla agga § HH-3-5H 24 AR & firae @ ufvnfSa faan siman 81

« The process is scientifically called “Explosive Cyclogenesis”.
24 withan &) d7fAe ®9 A “fdwpled gpardsia4 (Explosive Cyclogenesis)” &l STdT 21

3. Key Characteristics
« Occurs mainly in mid-latitudes (30°-60°).
H&aa: 30°-60° Heg 3rgiiel & g 81
« Associated with blizzards, heavy snowfall, intense rainfall, and hurricane-force winds.
awblat g, YR} f@nuara/ast 3k eREea-aam a5t garsi @ sgraar 2
« Often disrupts air, road, and rail transport.

AR ga1E, AP 3R ¥ uffaga & ik &4 A wifad dear 21



4. Formation Conditions
» Sharp temperature contrast between cold polar air and warm tropical air.
st gt gar 3k mf Iwrsfegeia gar & dta dig amiaR|
« Strong jet stream support in the upper atmosphere.
FHU argHse ¥ Afdanet ste g @t fder

« Abundant moisture supply, often from warm ocean currents.

TH HERITTRY YRI3N & WgR 74 6 3|

5. Impacts
» Severe blizzards, storm surges (near coasts), and widespread power outages.
Wigor fgr-qer, acta aa & T 351 3k s fasret weldt
» Economic losses due to transport shutdowns and infrastructure damage.

ufRRae 59 81 3R sradza=n &ifd @ snfefes qaam|

6. Climate Change Link (Analytical Angle)

« Warming oceans can enhance moisture availability, increasing storm intensity.

TH g1 HETR T 9g1d &, {5 gl &t disar 9 Ibdt 2|

« However, bomb cyclones are natural mid-latitude systems, not tropical cyclones.

gl aW Tshard Widfdd Heg-3igieita a7 g, 7 f Iwrsfedtia awardl



Aspect

Scientific Term
Pressure Criterion
Latitudinal Belt
Season

Wind Speed
Precipitation
Related Feature
Ocean Role
Different from

Exam Area

Details

Explosive Cyclogenesis

=24 mb drop in 24 hours
Mid-latitudes (30°-60°)
Mostly winter

Can reach hurricane-force
Heavy snow / rain

Jet Stream

Moisture from warm currents
Tropical Cyclones

Geography (Climatology)



Exam

UPSC CSE Prelims

UPSC CSE Prelims

UPSC CSE Mains (GS-I)

State PSC

SSC CGL

Railway NTPC

UPSC Prelims

Question Theme

Jet streams influence
weather systems

Mid-latitude cyclones are

caused by

Western Disturbances &

mid-latitude cyclones

Explosive cyclogenesis
refers to

Mid-latitude cyclones
occur in which belt?

Blizzards are associated
with

Difference between
tropical & temperate
cyclones

Key Answer

Support cyclogenesis

Temperature contrast

Extratropical systems

Rapid pressure fall

Temperate belt

Cold regions & cyclones

Energy source & latitude




With reference to a ‘Bomb Cyclone’, consider the following statements:

It is also known as explosive cyclogenesis.

It involves a rapid fall in central air pressure of at least 24 millibars in 24 hours.
It primarily forms in tropical regions over warm oceans.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B.2 and 3 only

C.1lonly
D.1,2and 3
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Word of the day

Fortuitous:
happening by chance rather than by intention

Synonyms: coincidental, fortunate,
unexpected

Usa g€ The timing was fortuitous for
both sides.

Pronunciation:
newsth.live/fortuitouspro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: [fatjuirtas/

¥
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