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* "Rock bottom became the solid
foundation on which I rebuilt my
life." — J.K. Rowling
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India a ‘bright spot’, says govt. amid Trump tirade

U.S. President lashes out at India on ties with Russia,
membership of ‘anti-American’ BRICS, high tariffs

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

“take their dead eco-

nomies down togeth-
er”, U.S. President Donald
Trump said among a bar-
rage of statements target-
ing India on Thursday, a
day before the 25% tariffs
announced on Indian im-
ports by the U.S. are set to
take effect.

However, countering
Mr. Trump’s statement,
Commerce and Industries
Minister Piyush Goyal said
India is being seen as an
economic “bright spot” in
the world.

In statements on social
media and then while
speaking to presspersons
at the White House, Mr.
Trump lashed out at India
for its ties with Russia,
membership of the “anti-
American” BRICS, high ta-

l ndia and Russia could

riffs, “massive” trade defi-
cit with the U.S., and for
imposing the “most strenu-
ous and obnoxious non-
monetary trade barriers of
any country”.

Energy trade with Iran
The U.S. State Department
also sanctioned six Indian
companies and five Indian
nationals for involvement
in energy trade with Iran.

Mr. Trump also an-
nounced that the U.S. and
Pakistan had concluded a
deal whereby the two
countries will work togeth-
er on “developing their
massive oil reserves”, in
continuation with the U.S.’s
growing closeness with Pa-
kistan over trade issues in
the aftermath of the Pahal-
gam terror attack and Op-
eration Sindoor.

The Ministry of External
Affairs declined to com-
ment on Mr. Trump’s re-
marks, and directed atten-

tion to the Commerce
Ministry statements.

The U.S. is expected to
start levying duties as part
of its ‘Liberation Day' ta-
riffs on imports from coun-
tries around the world
from Friday.

The Centre said it was
examining the impact of
the 25% tariffs as well as
undefined penalties for In-
dia’s energy imports from
Russia.

In a suo motu statement
in Parliament on Thursday,
Mr. Goyal said the govern-
ment has been meeting
domestic  stakeholders,
“including exporters and
industry”, to assess the im-
pact of the new tariffs. He
added that the government
attaches “the utmost im-
portance” to protecting
and promoting the welfare
of India’s farmers, work-
ers, entrepreneurs, expor-
ters, micro, small and me-
dium enterprises, and all

He announces that the U.S. and Pakistan have
concluded a deal to develop massive oil reserves

@

I don't care what India does with
Russia. They can take their dead

economies down together, for all  care

We are in the process of
choosing the oil company
that will lead this partnership
[with Pakistan]. Who knows,
maybe theyll be selling oil to
India some day

DONALD TRUMP
LS. President
sections of industry. which is poised to become
“The government is the third-largest.
confident that we will con- In his statement, Mr.
tinue our fast-paced jour- Goyal defended India’s re-

ney of inclusive growth
and sustainable develop-
ment towards the goal of
Viksit Bharat 2047. India is
moving confidently to-
wards self-reliance,” Mr.
Goyal added, referring to
India as one of the “top five
economies of the world”,

cord on trade agreements,
highlighting that in an in-
creasingly  protectionist
world, India had entered
into a number of “mutually
beneficial” trade agree-
ments with the UAE, the
U.K., Australia and Euro-
pean Free Trade Associa-

tion (EFTA) countries.

“All things not good”,
Mr. Trump had said in a so-
cial media post on Wednes-
day, while saying that India
would be paying a tariff of
25% plus a penalty from
Friday for buying military
hardware and energy from
Russia. On Thursday morn-
ing, he posted the U.S. and
India “don’t do a lot of
trade”. In 2024, India and
the U.S. conducted trade in
goods and services worth
$186 billion, with a surplus
of $41 billion in India’s
favour.

While the government
has thus far maintained
that it is continuing talks
with U.S. negotiators over a
Free Trade Agreement
(FTA), which was launched
by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and Mr. Trump
during a meeting in Wash-
ington in February, the
strong words from Mr.
Trump appear to indicate

Commerce Minister defends India’s trade record,
cites deals with UAE, U.K., Australia, and EFTA

serious differences bet-
ween the two sides.

In another jibe, Mr.
Trump added that Pakis-
tan may be “selling oil to
India someday!”

Pakistan’s Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif on
Thursday thanked Mr.
Trump for the “historic”
trade agreement reached
between Islamabad and
Washington, and ex-
pressed hope that it would
expand cooperation bet-
ween the two nations.

Pakistan currently im-
ports oil from West Asia to
meet its energy demands,
but there are reports about
vast offshore deposits that
are largely unexplored due
to a lack of technical exper-
tise and funds.

(With PTI inputs)

EDITORIAL
» PAGE 8

RELATED REPORTS ON
» PAGES 3, 6,12, & 14



@ Trump's Allegations Against India:

» Criticized India for:
» Ties with Russia
» Being part of BRICS, termed "anti-American"
« High tariffs on U.S. goods
e Creating non-monetary trade barriers
» Accused India of a massive trade deficit with the U.S.

» Threatened 25% tariffs and penalties on Indian imports, especially from Russia.

 Took aim at India-Russia defense and energy cooperation.



© U.S. - Pakistan Oil Deal:

e Trump announced a deal with Pakistan to develop massive oil reserves.
 U.S. will help choose oil companies for extraction.

e Speculated that Pakistan may "sell oil to India someday".

i Diplomatic Reactions:
e |ndia's MEA declined to comment directly on Trump's statements.
o Pakistan PM Shehbaz Sharif thanked Trump for "historic trade agreement".

e Some analysts flagged growing U.S.-Pakistan closeness.



Area

Strategic Equality

Geopolitics

Projection of Power

Trade Relations

Issue

U.S. does not treat India as an equal: resents India’s global ambitions.

U.S. wary of India’s ties with Russia, Iran, and participation in BRICS.

India seeks global leadership; U.S. skeptical of any non-U.S.

assertiveness.

U.S. insists on greater market access; India maintains protectionist

policies.



(¢ MARKET CAP GROWTH
Dead economy’ — Really? =25 &2
Trump dismissed India and Russia as "dead economies,” but
India remains the fastest-growing major economy. Strong
services exports, soaring stock markets, and sound
macro fundamentals reflect its resilience and
financial stability, despite global challenges

and the US president's provocative
comparison. Compiled by Saikat Neogi
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Hit to India's GDP from US tariff
Goldman Sachs

MW Most brokerages await
clarity on tariff scope,
exemptions, and penalty
size before revising
official GDP projections

M Policy uncertainty may
deter Indian firms from
investing, especially those

Nomura

0.2%

exposed to US trade
HSBC Global Research
M Tariff could pull M India hesitant to
catis economic growth open agri, dairy
CareEdge below 6%, a sharp sectors; BTA talks
drop from earlier could therefore face

0.3-0.4% | forecasted levels prolonged delays




"\ Potential Economic Impact on India:

Indicator/Area

GDP Growth Impact

HSBC Estimate

ANZ Estimate

Nomura Estimate

Current RBI Estimate

Current ANZ Forecast

Finance Ministry Estimate

Details

- 20 to 40 basis point (bps) cut
- Growth may fall below 6%

Tariffs could cause a 0.3 ppt (percentage point) dip in GDP

If continued till 2025-26, 40 bps cut from GDP growth

20 bps downgrade in GDP projection

6.5% growth forecast for 2025-26

6.1% for 2024-25 (lower than RBI)

6.3%—-6.8% for 2025-26



Q. Consider the following statements about the impact of the US tariff hike on the Indian economy:

1.

2.

The proposed US tariff on Indian imports is expected to be around 40% from August 2024.

The HSBC estimate suggests that the tariff could reduce India’s GDP by approximately 0.3

percentage points.

. The Indian government has accepted the tariff hike and welcomed fair trade with the U.S.

. The Reserve Bank of India has already reduced interest rates significantly in 2024 to counter low

inflation and external shocks.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 4 only
C. 2, 3and 4 only
D.1, 2 and 3 only



Indian refiners
pause Russian
oil purchases

NIDHI VERMA
New Delhi, July 31

INDIAN STATE REFINERS have
stopped buying Russian oil in
the past week as discounts nar-
rowed this month and US Pres-
ident Donald Trump wamed
countries not to purchase oil
from Moscow, industrysources
said.

India, the world’s third-
largest oil importer, is the
biggest buyer of seaborne Russ-
lancrude,avital revenue earner
for Russia as it wages war in
Ukraine fora fourthyear,

The country’s state refiners
~ Indian Oil, Hindustan Petro-
leum, Bharat Petroleum and
Mangalore Refinery Petro-
chemical — have not sought
Russian crude in

ened 100% tariffson countrie:
that buy Russian oil unies!
Moscow reaches a major peacy
deal with Ukraine.

Indian refiners are pulling
back from Russian crude as dis
counts shrink to their lowes
since 2022, when Westerr
sanctionswere first imposed ot
Moscow, due to lower Russiar
exports and steady demand
sources said.

Refiners fear the latest EL
curbs could complicate over
seas trade including fund rals
ing — even for buyers adhering
tothe price cap.India has reiter:
ated its opposition to"unilatera
sanctions”,

Trump on Wednesday
announced a 25% tariff or
goods imported from Indi:

the past week or
so, four sources
familiar with the
refiners’ purchase
plans told
Reuters.

Refiners fear the
latest EU curbs
could complicate
overseas trade
including fund

fromAugust 1,bu
added that negoti
ations were ongo
ing. He alst
warned of poten
tial penalties fol

10C, BPCL,
HPCL, MRPLand
the federal oil
ministry did not
immediately
respond to Reuters'requests for
comment.The four refiners reg-
ularly buy Russian oil ona deliv-
ered basis and have turned to
spot markets for replacement
supply - mostly Middle Eastern
grades such as Abu Dhabi's
Murban crudeand West African
ol sources said.

Private refiners Rellance
Industries and Nayara Energy,
majority owned by Russian
entitiesincludingoil Ros-
neft, have annual deals with
Moscow and are the biggest
Russian oil buyers in India.

On July 14, Trump threat-

purchase of Russ
ianarmsand oil.

On  Monday
Trump cut the
deadline to impost
secondary  sanc
tion on buyers of Russiar
exports to 10-12 days from the
previous 50-day period, i
Moscow does not agree a peaci
deal with Ukraine.

Russia is the top supplier tc
India, responsible for abow
35% of India's overall supplies

Private refiners bough'
nearly 60% of India's average
1.8 million barrels per day o
Russian oil imports in the firs
haif of 2025, while state refin
ers that control over 60% o
India’s overall 5.2 million bpc
refining capacity, bought the
remainder. REUTERS



== India's Oil Trade with Russia:

Indicator/Detail Data/Information

India’s Rank in Oil Import 3rd largest globally

Russia’s Share in Indian Oil Imports ~35% of India’s total imports (as of 2025)

Refiners who paused purchases |OC, BPCL, HPCL, MRPL, Mangalore Refinery
Reason for pause Discounts fell + fear of sanctions from U.S. and EU
Alternative sources Abu Dhabi's Murban crude, West African oll

Private refiners (Reliance & Nayara) Still buying due to long-term contracts with Rosneft
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Nearly 77% Delhi women seeking fertility
treatment suffering from depression: study
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Nearly 77% Delhi women seeking fertility
treatment suffering from depression: study

Ashna Butani
NEW DELHI

A study by experts from
Delhi University (DU) and
Lady Hardinge Medical
College (LHMC) has shown
high prevalence of stress,
anxiety, and depression
among women diagnosed
with infertility.

The study, titled ‘Infer-
tility and its psychological
impact’, conducted by ex-
perts, including a group of
anthropologists, a psychol-
ogist and a gynaecologist
from DU’s Anthropology
and Psychology Depart-
ments, found nearly 77%
women seeking fertility
treatment at LHMC to be
suffering from depression.

Among fertile women,
the proportion was 23%.

The National Commis-
sion for Women had or-

We found

that women

with spousal
support and those with
friends facing similar
issues fared better than
those without any
emotional support

CHAKRAVERTI MAHAJAN
Researcher

dered the study in 2019. It
comprises eight papers,
six of which have been pu-
blished in peer-reviewed
journals over the past
three years, with work on
the remaining in progress.
The papers touch upon
various aspects of infertili-
ty and mental well-being.
Their findings, based on
data from 2020 to 2022,
will be discussed at a work-
shop in DU in August.

Delhi has not only re-
corded the lowest Total
Fertility Rate (TFR), the av-
erage number of children
per woman, but also the
highest decline in the TFR
in recent years, according
to a report by the Registrar
General of India for 2021,
released in May this year.

Academics and repro-
ductive health specialists
have cited inflation, more
women in the workforce,
independent  decision-
making, better maternal
and infant health, and in-
fertility as possible reasons
for Delhi’s lowest TFR.

Need for support

One of the researchers,
Chakraverti Mahajan, said,
“Through detailed inter-
views of 30 women diag-
nosed with infertility, we
found that those with

spousal support and sup-
portive in-laws or those
with friends facing similar
issues fared better than
those without any emo-
tional support.”

The study suggests that
apart from providing treat-
ment, the public health-
care system must provide
psychological support to
women diagnosed with in-
fertility, which could be in
the form of peer group in-
teractions, where women
who are coping better
could share the strategies
that have helped them
manage their emotions.

“At the same time, coun-
selling services could be
provided to women, which
will not only help alleviate
the stress of infertility but
also prepare them for the
often exhausting infertility
treatment,” it adds.
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(4 Study Details:
e Conducted by: Delhi University (DU) and Lady Hardinge Medical College (LHMC)

o Title: “Infertility and its psychological impact"
e Scope:

» 8 papers (6 peer-reviewed, 2 in progress)

o Data from 2020-2022

 Led by DU's Anthropology & Psychology Departments
 Focused on:

o Stress

* Anxiety

e Depression in women diagnosed with infertility



ul Key Findings:
Category % Affected

Women with infertility 77% show signs of depression

Fertile women (for comparison) 23% had depression

 Emotional support plays a crucial role:
« Women with spousal support, supportive in-laws, or friends facing similar issues coped
better.
» Total Fertility Rate (TFR) in Delhi:

» Lowest among all Indian states (as per Registrar General of India, 2021).

« Delhi also had the sharpest decline in TFR in recent years.



'« Suggested Policy Measures:

» Public healthcare should:
» Provide psychological support to women seeking fertility treatment.
» Organize peer support groups.
» Offer counselling services to address:
* Mental stress

» Emotional preparedness for treatment

"\ Contributing Factors to Low TFR in Delhi:

« Inflation

« Women's workforce participation
* Independent decision-making

» Delayed marriages

* Maternal & child health concerns



£, Top 5 States with Highest Fertility (TFR >2.1)

These states still exceed the replacement level of ~2.1 children per womar
1. Bihar — 3.00 wikipedia +8
2. Meghalaya — 2.91 wikipedia  The Economic Times
3. Uttar Pradesh — 2.35 wikipedia +5
4. Jharkhand — 2.30 wikipedia  Wikipedia  The Economic Times

5. Manipur — 2.17  wikipedia +¢



Lowest 5 States with Fertility Well Below Replacemel

These states are often below TFR 1.6:
e Sikkim —1.05 wikipedia +14
e Goa-1.32 wikipedia +3
 Ladakh —1.30 wikipedia
e Chandigarh — 1.39 wikipedia +2

o Jammu & Kashmir — 1.40  wikipedia

Also notable are Delhi and West Bengal, each reporting a TFR around 1.57-1.60



@ Impact of Women's Education on Fertility Rates

The higher the education level, the lower the TFR, consistently across states:

Women with no schooling: Average TFR ~2.8-3.0 children per woman
Women who completed 5-9 years of schooling: TFR ~2.1-2.4
Women who completed 10-11 years: TFR ~1.9-2.2

Women with 12+ years (higher education): TFR falls to ~1.5-1.8 -



# State-Level Snapshot (NFHS-5, 2019-21):

Data on total fertility rate by education categories for selected states:

State

Bihar

Jharkhand

Gujarat

Maharashtra

Punjab

No Schooling

3.83

2.83

2.81

2.34

2.47

<5 Yrs

3.47

2.81

2.24

217

2.52

5-9 Yrs

3.01

2.28

2.03

211

2.03

10-11 Yrs

2.41

2.21

1.89

1.84

1.92

12+ Yrs

2.17

1.87

1.54

1.63

1.54



According to NFHS-5, the fertility rates among major religious communities are:
e Muslim: 2.36 children/woman

Hindu: 1.94

e Christian: 1.88
e Sikh: 1.61
e« Jain: 1.60

e Buddhist /| Neo-Buddhist: 1.39



"\ Convergence Over Time

 In1992-93, the TFR gap between Muslims and Hindus was about 1.1 children/woman.
» By 2019-21, this gap had reduced to 0.42 children (2.36 — 1.94)  the Times of India  The India Forum .
e Every religious group has seen a steady decline:

e Muslim fertility has dropped ~46.5% since 1992 survey,

e Hindu fertility down ~41.2%,

e Christian and Slkh groups down ~33% each pew Research Center +15 The Times of India X (formerly Twitter) +3

¥ (farmearlv Twittar)l +2




India’s national TFR is ~2.0, just below replacement level of ~2.1 children per woman  wikipedia +¢ .

31 out of 36 states/UTs have achieved or are below the replacement level, with only 5 states

exceeding it: Bihar, UP, Jharkhand, Meghalaya, Manipur  the Economic Times

Southern and urbanized states like Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, and Goa report

TFRs between 1.3-1.8, often below national average  The New indian Express  Wikipedia

States with higher fertility rates largely correlate with lower literacy/economic development, and a

larger rural population.



Q. Consider the following statements regarding a recent study on infertility in Delhi:

1. The study found that over 75% of infertile women undergoing treatment at LHMC suffered from some

form of depression.
2. Delhi has recorded the highest Total Fertility Rate among Indian states, according to 2021 data.
3. Women with emotional support from spouses or friends were less likely to suffer depression.

4. The study recommends integrating psychological counselling with fertility treatment.

Which of the above statements are correct?

A.1, 2 and 3 only
B.1, 3and 4 only
C. 2,3 and 4 only
D.1,2 3and 4




Why Mussoorie hotels must now register guests on govt portal

AISWARYARAJ
DEHRADUN, JULY 31

OWNERS OF hotels, guesthouses, and home-
stays in Mussoorie will now have to register

their guests on an Internet portal run by the
Department

Uttarakhand of Tourism as part
of measures to ensure that the fragile ecol-
ogy of the reglon is not busdened beyond its
‘carrying capacity’ — which refers to the
maximum number of individuals an ecosys-
temor specific area can sustainably support
without degrading natural resources or caus-
Ing significant environmental damage.
Thisdirective is part of a suite of 19 preven-
tive and remedial measures recommended in
32023 report by a committee appointed by

the National Green Tribunal (NGT) to protect
the enwironment of the tourist destination.
OnMay 8, the Tribunal took note of the ac-
von taken based on the report in an affidavit
by the state govemment, and pressed the state
toexpedite the implementation of these steps.

Process of registration
“Registration of tourists should be done
accoeding to the canying capacity of the area,
especially the available parking space, guest
room availability, etc. Tourists can be charged
for visiting the Mussoornie area, and the pay-
ment can be utilised for managing waste and
dleanliness.” the 2023 report had said,
After dragging its feet for some time, the
state Tourism began trialsonthe
registration of tourlsts, which was one of the

19 recommendations, on Wexdnesday. A meet-
ing was convened to apprise owners of hotels
and homestays of the order, district tourism
development officer Brijendra Pandey said.
“We have given a live demo to the man-
agers and owners on how to register their
units in the system and All in the data of the
tourists. This registration will be carmied out in
real time when visitors checkin,” Pandey said.

Rising tourism pressure

Tourist arnvals in Mussoorie, which is
around 320 kem from Dedhi and well connected
by road and rail (till Dehradun ), have been in-
creasing steadily. From an estimated 1.5 lakh
in 1958, the number of tourists reached 3 lakh
in 196G, and 8.5 lalch by 2000. In 2019, the last
year bedore the Covid-19 pandermic, more than

30 Lakh tourists visited the hill station.

The rush of tourists has put great pres-
sure on Mussoorie’s physical infrastructure.
As of 2023, the registered accommodation
inthe area included 303 hotels, 201 homes-
tays, and six dharomshales. All public and pri-
vate parking together had space for only
1,240 vehicles, and the committee had sug-
gested in 2023 that the number of tourist ve-
hicles should be limited to this number.

The 2011 Census recorded the resident
population of Mussooric at 30,118, The 2023
report estimated this number would in-
crease by 23% by 2037 and 52% by 2052.The
hill station already suffers from a shortage of
water— the 7,69 million litres per day supply
from six pumping stations and six gravity
sources by the Mussoorie Nagar Palika has

o be augmented by water from the Yamuna
Water Supply Scheme,

Fragile Himalayan zone

The hill station, located at an altitude of
2,005 metres above sea kevel in the foothills
of the Garhwval Himalayas, isin Seismic Zone
IV, one step below the maost active Zone V.

A2007 study had concluded that the highly
Jomted, fractured, and weathered carbonate
rock mass, and the steep slopes and high wa-
ter percolation into them, oreate ideal condi-
thons for slope instability in the area. Many
buildings stand on slopes steeper than 40 de-
grees, and many are taller than the 12-metre
height permissible under the Uttarakhand
Buikding By-Laws and Regulation, 2001
The NGT had earlier cited a report by the

Lal Bahadur Shastri National Academy of
Administration on Mussoone's canrying ca-
pacity in 2001, which had concluded that no
further constructions were viable, Dr Vikram
Gupta of Dehradun’s Wadia Institute of
Himalayan Geology had backed this finding,
saying that the limestone in Mussoonie was
weak wath microoracks.

In 2023, following the Joshimath land sub-
sidence Incident, the NGT had flagged similar
risks to Mussoone and surrounding areas.

“Over-concretisation leads to landslides.
The proposed tunnel bedow Mussoorie is
dangerous, Sois the proposed ropeway from
Dehradun to Mussoorie, The ropeway and
tunnet have damaged Joshimath... Excessive
building activities are beyond the capacity of
Mussoorte,” it had said.




» The Uttarakhand Department of Tourism has mandated online guest registration for hotels,

guesthouses, and homestays in Mussoorie.

» Aim: To regulate tourist inflow and protect the fragile Himalayan ecology by monitoring carrying

capacity.




Factor

Crisis Trigger

NGT Action

Overtourism

Accommodation Stats

Parking Limitation

Water Scarcity

Urban Fragility

Construction Ban

Details

Based on 2023 committee report; flagged environmental concerns

NGT directed implementation after Joshimath land subsidence

incident

30 lakh tourists in 2019 vs 1.5 lakh in 1958

303 hotels, 201 homestays, 6 dharamshalas as of 2023

Space for only 1,240 vehicles

7.69 million litres/day shortfall in water supply

Mussoorie lies in Seismic Zone IV; steep slopes; weak limestone

2001 Wadia Institute & LBSNAA report: No further viable

constructions



_ Registration Directive Highlights:
» Tourist data to be recorded in real-time at check-in
» Will monitor capacity usage and plan for sustainable tourism

» Ensures revenue accountability, parking usage, and resource planning

~/ Population & Projections:

Year Population Estimate
20M 30,118 (Census)
2037 (est) +23% from 2011

2052 (est) +52% from 2011
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HOWADOOMSDAY CULTINKENYA
LEFTATLEAST400 PEOPLEDEAD

ACOURTIN Kenya has ordered the exhu-
mation of around 400 bodies suspected
to be of people who starved themselves
to death in a cult ritual two years ago.
These bodies are believed to have been
buried in shallow graves on the outskirts
of Malindi, Reuters reported.

Mackenzie & his church

At the centre of the scandal is Paul
Mackenzie, a taxi driver turned evangel-
ist who has been a religious leader for
two decades.

Unlike the Roman Catholic or
Anglican churches, which are governed
by hierarchies and rules, many evangeli-
cal churches in Kenya are “run by inde-
pendent preachers who have no over-
sight”, according to a 2023 report by The
New York Times, Mackenzie's Good News
International, with its sprawling campus
in the Shakahola forests near Malindi,
was one such church.

According to the church’s website, it
was established “to nurture the faithful
holistically in all matters of Christian spir-
ituality as we prepare for the second
coming of Jesus Christ through teaching
and evangelism”.

Its TV show, titled End Time Messages,
would broadcast “God’s word based
teachings, preaching and prophecy on
end times...to bring the Gospel of our
LORD Jesus Christ which is free of deceit
and man's intellect,” the website said.

A deadly plan

Mackenzie gained a cult following on
the back of his TV show and YouTube
videos. And with that, his message be-
came increasingly deadly. In early 2023,

he told his followers that the world was
going to end by August, and that Satan
would rule for the next 1,000 years.
Subsequently, he ordered them tostarve
themselves and their children to death so
they could meet Jesus in heaven instead.

According to police, Mackenzie is said
to have had a three-stage plan: first tobe
killed would be the children, followed by
the women, and then he himself would
die with the men. He was able to make
headway in his plan by brainwashing his
followers, and cutting them off from their
families and society. “Education is evil...
Children are being taught lesbianism and
gayism inschool curriculums,” he said in
one video in 2023,

In March 2023, a resident of the area
told police that his brother and sister-in-
law had starved their children to deathin
the forest on Mackenzie's orders. Officers
searched and found the bodies, afterwhich
Mackenzie was arrested. But a magistrate
freed him, after which he returned to the
forest and speeded up his plans.

He was arrested again after another
tip-off in April. A search of the 800-acre
Shakahola campus led to the discovery
of around 80 bodies, most showing signs
of death by starvation, and some by as-
phyxiation. Mackenzie, who now faces
charges of murder and terrorism, denies
the accusations against him.

Kenya's President William Ruto had
said the government would form a judi-
cial commission of inquiry to establish
why Mackenzie's alleged activities were
not detected earlier. The President has
faced strong criticism for his handling of
the incident.

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE



« A court in Kenya ordered the exhumation of nearly 400 bodies suspected to be cult members who

died by starvation in a ritualistic act in Malindi's Shakahola forests.

1 Key Person Involved:
Paul Mackenzie
» Former taxi driver turned evangelist.
» Founder of Good News International Church.

» Promoted extreme end-time prophecies through TV & YouTube.



Aspect Details

Affiliation Independent Evangelical Church (not under Roman/Anglican oversight)
Teachings Focused on "End Time Messages"; warned of Satan ruling 1000 years
Location Shakahola forests, near Malindi
Activities Allegedly preached starvation to “meet Jesus in heaven”

!. The Deadly Plan:

» Three-stage Kkilling plan:
1. Starve/k*Il children
2. Then women
3. Finally, Mackenzie and the men

» Followers were cut off from families and society, brainwashed into rejecting education and

mainstream society.



Timeline:

Month Event

Mar 2023 Local tip-off; police found dead children on cult orders

Apr 2023 Another tip-off: 800-acre forest searched; 80+ bodies exhumed
Present Total of ~400 bodies exhumed; investigation ongoing

_L Legal and Political Fallout:

Mackenzie arrested twice (initially released once by magistrate).
Faces murder and terrorism charges.
Kenyan President William Ruto announced a judicial inquiry to probe failures in detection.

Heavy public criticism for mishandling the issue.



() Broader Issues for UPSC:

» Religious extremism

» Failures in state surveillance
 Psychological manipulation and cults

 Law and order lapses in developing countries

» Freedom of religion vs public safety



Ratadiya Ri Dheri







Artefacts likely from Harappan
era unearthed in Thar: Experts

Mukesh Mathrani and
Jagdish Goswami

|etters@hindustantimes.com

BARMER/JAISALMER: Artefacts,
estimated to be around 4,500
years old, have been discovered
in the Thar desert, researchers
said on Wednesday, adding that
the remnants likely belong to the
Harappan Civilisation. Experts
claimed that this marks the first
evidence of Harappan presence
in the Thar desert.

The excavation was carried
out by a joint team from Rajast-
han University, Rajasthan Vidya-
peeth Udaipur, and other
experts, including researcher
Dilip Kumar Saini, historian
Parth Jagani, Professor Jeevan
Singh Kharakwal, Tamegh Pan-
war, Ravindra Devda, Chatar
Singh ‘Jam’, and Pradeep Kumar
Garg. The findings at Ratadiya Ri
Dheri near Ramgarh have been
confirmed by Kharakwal, Pan-
war. and Devda. and a research

Artefacts that have been
unearthed from Ratadiya Ri
Dheri, Jaisalmer district. HT

paper has been submitted to the
Indian Journal of Science for
publication.

The site where the remnants
were found about 60 km from
Jaisalmer and 17 km north of
Chhatrail. “From site, the
researchers found a large quan-
tity of fragmented pottery,
including red slipped ware,
bowls, jars, and pieces of perfo-
rated jars — artefacts typically
associated with the urban phase
of the Harappan Civilisation.
Other discoveries include 8-10
cm blades made of chert stone.

bangles crafted from clay and
shells, triangular and circular
terracotta cakes, and stone
grinders likely used for process-
ing grains,” Saini said.

He further said that a kiln
with a central column was
unearthed on the site’s southern
slope, resembling kilns found at
Kanmer in Gujaratand Mohen-
jo-Daro in Pakistan. “The pres-
ence of wedge-shaped and stan-
dard bricks suggests the use of
circular furnaces and walls, pro-
viding further evidence of an
organized urban settlement in
this harsh desert environment,”
he said.

Jagani highlighted the
uniqueness of this site, which
lies between northern Rajasthan
and Gujarat, near the India-Paki-
stan border. “This not only
expands the known geographi-
cal extent of the Harappan Civili-
sation but also underscores its
adaptability to the challenging
desert conditions.” he said.
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* A Harappan site has surfaced at Ratadiya Ri Dheri in Jaisalmer
district, marking the first known Indus Valley settlement in the region.

* About

* |tis located 17km northwest of Pakistan’s Sadewala where Harappan traces
were earlier found.

* This finds bridges a vital archaeological gap between northern Rajasthan and
Gujarat.

* Until now, Pilibanga in northern Rajasthan was the state’s most
prominent Harappan site — discovered by Italian Indologist Luigi Pio
Tessitori in the early 20th century and excavated in the 1960s.



A large quantity
of fragmented pottery is Stone blades (8—10 cm)
scattered across the site, likely made from
including red ware, slipped chert sourced from Rohri,
red ware, bowls, jars, and Pakistan
perforated vessels.

Terracotta cakes, grinding
stones, clay and shell bangles,
and other urban artifacts

A kiln structure is discovered
on the site’s southern
slope, featuring a central
column—similar to kilns
found at Kanmer (Gujarat)
and Mohenjo-daro.

The wedge-shaped bricks are
also unearthed, which likely
served in constructing circular
walls and kilns, along with
typical Harappan-style bricks.




Major Harappan Sites

Site Present Day

Harappa Punjab, Pakistan
Mohenjo-Daro Sindh, Pakistan
Dholavira Kutch district of Gujarat,
Kalibangan Rajasthan

Lothal Gujarat

Rakhigarhi Haryana

Chanhudaro Sindh, Pakistan
Ganweriwala Punjab, Pakistan
Sutkagendor Baluchistan Province, Pakistan
ﬁlomgirpur Uttar Pradesh
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* The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) announced that
its Digital Payments Index (RBI-DPI) surged to

493.22 in March 2025, up from 465.33 in September
2024.

* The latest increase is primarily driven by
improvements in Payment Infrastructure —

Supply-side factors — and Payment
Performance.



 About

* The RBI-DPI was introduced in 2021, the index is published semi-annually and
is based on March 2018 as the base period (Index = 100).

* To track the extent of digitalisation in payments across the country.

* The consistent upward trend reflects India’s rapid adoption of digital payment
systems, spanning both urban and rural areas



Word of the day

Exculpatory:
clearing of guilt or blame

Synonyms: acquit, clear, discharge,
exonerate

Usa g€ The exculpatory evidence was ignored.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/
exculpatorypro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /ikskal.pa.tii/, /1kskal.pa.ta.ii/
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