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Delay is the clever mask worn by failure.
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India’s first privately made
orbital rocket Vikram-1
places payloads into orbit

Hemanth C.S. )

SRUARIKOTA Private entry

Inda achieved a major mil- T ‘Masion Aagarmon’ b Inchia S thad cotsetry in S work ta
eston h‘ﬂwm Rt prtadte el Launch capacey

on Saturday as the coun- w Dvvwdoped by Siproot | @ s poaversd by in-houss Seveloped
try's first privately deve- Aerispace, Whinn- & prepulaion systema vciiding
w orbital rocket, vik- O multhstage ectital 3Dprinted engnes

rami, successfully w‘; ;\_dkm:«m;:“ ® & i Oesgned 0 cury smakl sateilites.
mosseaiion P‘M Fv et weighing v te X590 b o low marth arist

1205 pom. The Lunch comes 46 high-thrust solid-fuel rock-
years after India launched et boosters. It is designed

Defining moment: PM Its first experimental satel-  to carry small satelfites
Pawan Kumar Chandana,  lite vehicle, SIV-3.  weighing up to 350 kg 10
co-founder and CEO, Sky- O July 18, 1980, India be-  low earth orbit.
oot Acrospace, sald that  came the sixth member of During the
the thighe, Vikram-l  an exclusive dub of space:  rum-l deployed six tech-
g&:}eﬂdmw faring nations when the  nology demonstration pay-
mission milestone, validat-  SIV3 was  successfully loads from Grahaa Space,

Ing the ofles  launched from the same  Cosmoserve, DCubed and
prop aviondcs, and  venue as Vikramel, Skyroot, along with Cos-
guidance, navigation and “The vehicle deployed mos Diamonds’ artwork

cantrol systems under true  its customer payloads and  “Cosmic Bloom', and a mi-
conditions. genersted @ wealth of ine  croan plece.
Folkowing the successful gt data that will directly Pawan Goenks, chair-
launch, Prime Minister Na-  inform future Vikram mis-  muan, IN-SSPACe, said: “Only
rendra Modi had @ phone  sions and the continued  a handful of natlons can
conversation withtheteamn  evolution  of  Skyroot’s  reach space on thelr own,

of launch programme” Mr.  and today a peivate Indian
Speaking to Mr. Chandana,  Chandana sald Jolned that excly
the Prime Mimister "We have a team of  sive club. What lifted off to-
that the bunch is a defin-  [reshers, experienced per-  day is the culmination of
g moment In India's sons and a years of work, a team of ov-

workforce,” be sakd. er a thousand people, and




Particular Details

Mission Name Mission Aagaman ("Arrival")

Rocket Vikram-1

Company Skyroot Aerospace

Launch Site Satish Dhawan Space Centre (SDSC), Sriharikota
Launch Time 12:05 PM

Orbit Low Earth Orbit (LEO)

Technology Demonstration + Commercial Payload

Mission Type Deployment

Outcome Successfully inserted payloads into orbit



Why is this historic?
Earlier, India launched satellites only through ISRO's PSLV, GSLV and SSLV.

Now,

e A private Indian company has independently built and launched an orbital rocket.
e |t opens India's private space industry for commercial launches.
« Demonstrates India's growing space ecosystem after space-sector reforms.

Why is the mission called "Aagaman"?

"Aagaman" means Arrival.
It symbolizes:

e Arrival of India's private space industry
e Beginning of commercial orbital launch capability
e Entry of Indian startups into the global launch market



Feature

Named after
Type

Structure
Propulsion
Engine

Payload Capacity

Target Market

Details

Dr. Vikram Sarabhai

Small Satellite Launch Vehicle
All-carbon composite

Solid fuel rocket

In-house developed 3D-printed engines
Up to 350 kg to Low Earth Orbit

Small satellites



Technology

Carbon composite body
3D-printed engines
Indigenous propulsion
Guidance & Navigation
Avionics

Flight control systems

Importance

Lighter and stronger rocket

Faster manufacturing, lower cost
Fully Indian technology
Successfully validated during flight
Worked as expected

Successfully tested



Payload

Emmbro

Solar Satellite
Scope Satellite
uD3PP & mD3RN
Cosmic Bloom
Micro Art Tribute

Organization
Cosmoserve Space
Grahaa Space
Skyroot Aerospace
Germany's DCubed
Cosmic Diamonds

Ajay Kumar Mattewada



Parameter
Developer

Ownership

Payload to LEO
Target Market

Manufacturing

Launch Cost

Vikram-1

Skyroot
Aerospace

Private

350 kg
Small satellites

Private

Lower

SSLV
ISRO

Government

~500 kg
Small satellites

Government

Moderate

PSLV
ISRO

Government
Up to ~3,800 kg

Medium & large
satellites

Government

Higher




Article 370 bags top honour; Mammootty wins 4th time

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Bollywood film Article 370,
based on the events sur-
rounding the abrogation of
Article 370 of the Constitu-
tion in 2019, was named
the best feature film of
2024 at the 72" National
Film Awards on Saturday.
Malayalam  superstar
Mammootty won his
fourth National Film
Award for best male actor
with his performance
in Bramayugam, sharing
the honour with Kartik
Aaryan, who was recog-
nised for Chandu Cham-
pion. Mammootty had pre-

oM

Shining
stars

Best feature film: Article 370 (Hindi)

Best leading
actor (male):
Mammootty »

(Bramayugam)

& Kartik Aaryan

(Chandu

Champion
| - pion)

Best playback singer
(female): Vaikom
Vijayalakshmi
(AR.M, Malayalam)

Around 400 feature films in 34 languages certified
in 2024 were considered by the jury for the 72
National Film Awards

Best playback singer
(male) : Abhay

Jodhpurkar (Gharat
Ganpati, Marathi)

viously won the best actor
award for Oru Vadakkan
Veeragatha and Mathilu-
kal (1989), Ponthan Mada

and Vidheyan (1994),

and Dr. Ambedkar (1999).
Yami Gautam  was

named the best female ac-

tor for her performance
in Article 370.

Rajkumar  Periasamy
won the best director
award for Amaran, a Tamil
biography that chronicles
the life of Major Mukund
Varadarajan, an officer of
the Indian Army, who was
posthumously  awarded
the Ashoka Chakra.

Music composer G.V.
Prakash Kumar won the
best music director award
for his background score in
Amaran.

Randeep Hooda won
the best debutant director
award for Swatantrya Veer
Savarkar.

The acclaimed Tamil

slice-of-life drama Meiyaz-
hagan received a special
mention for its sound mix-
ing. Pushpa 2 won two
awards, as Deepali Noor
and Sheetal Sharma re-
ceived the best costume
design award, while direc-
tor Sukumar was ho-
noured with the best
screenplay award.

Tamil actor Dhanush re-
ceived a special mention
for his performance in
Captain Miller, which was
named the best feature
film promoting national,
social, and environmental
values.

Satirical drama Femini-
chi Fathima was named

the best Malayalam film.
Mithya won the award for
best Kannada film, while
Raayan, directed by Dha-
nush, was named the best
Tamil film.

Telugu movie Kalki 2898
AD bagged the trophy for
the best popular film.

“Around 400 feature
films in 34 languages, in-
cluding Scheduled and
non-Scheduled languages,
were considered. It was a
huge task because many
young filmmakers came up
with different experiments
and fresh visions,” Jayaraj,
noted filmmaker and chair-
person of the feature film

jury, said.




eWinners of the 72nd edition

® Best Feature Film: Article 370

®Best Feature Film
Providing Wholesome
Entertainment:

Kalki 2898 AD

®Best Director: Rajkumar
Periasamy, Amaran

@®Best Actressin

Supporting Role: Best Actor Best Actress Best Actor
Ropashree Varkady, Mithya MAMMOOTTY YAMI GAUTAM KARTIK AARYAN
Sachana Namidass, Maharaja BRAMAYUGAM ARTICLE 370 CHANDU CHAMPION
®Best Actor in Supporting Role: )
Sanjay Mishra, Bhakshak Sukumar, Pushpa?2 gbhay {?dhp;rkar, thee;rat i
@Best Debut Film of a Director: ®Best Music Direction: Shashwat AR ISt a.un =
Swatantrya Veer Savarkar Sachdev, Article 370 ®Best Female Playback Singer:
Vaikom Vijayalakshmi, “Angu
®Best Cinematography: ®Best Lyrics: Manoj Muntashir, Vaana Konilu” from ARM
Shehnad Jalal, Bramayugam Maidaan ®Best Choreography:
@Best Screenplay (Original): ®Best Male Playback Singer: Vijay Ganguly, Stree 2

®Best Hindi Film: Srikanth  ®Special Mention: Dhanush, Captain Miller, Suren G, Meiyazhagan



Particular
Event
Award Year

Best Feature Film
Theme

Films Considered

Languages Represented

Details

72nd National Film Awards
2024

Article 370 (Hindi)

Based on the abrogation of Article 370 in
Jammu & Kashmir in 2019

Around 400 films

34 Indian languages



Category

Best Feature Film

Best Actor

Best Actor (Joint Winner)
Best Actress

Best Director

Best Debut Director

Best Music Direction (Background
Score)

Best Screenplay
Best Costume Design
Best Female Playback Singer

Best Male Playback Singer

Winner

Article 370
Mammootty

Kartik Aaryan

Yami Gautam
Rajkumar Periasamy

Randeep Hooda

G.V. Prakash Kumar

Sukumar
Sheetal Sharma & Deepali Noor
Vaikom Vijayalakshmi

Abhay Jodhpurkar

Film

Hindi
Bramayugam
Chandu Champion
Article 370
Amaran

Swatantrya Veer Savarkar
Amaran

Pushpa 2
Pushpa 2
A.R.M. (Malayalam)

Gharat Ganpati (Marathi)



Special Mentions

Award Recipient Film
Special Mention Dhanush Captain Miller
Special Mention Meiyazhagan Sound Mixing

Mammootty's Historic Achievement

Particular Details

National Award Wins 4th Best Actor Award

Winning Film Bramayugam

Previous Wins Oru Vadakkan Veeragatha (1989), Mathilukal (1989), Ponthan Mada

(1994), Dr. Ambedkar (1999)

Why it is significant:
» Mammootty becomes one of India's most decorated actors at the National Film Awards with four
Best Actor awards, reinforcing his status as a legend of Indian cinema.



Year ¢ | Ceremony ¢ | Date B | Best Feature Film Best Non-Feature Film $
| 1953 | 1st | 10 October 1954 | Shyamchi Aai Mahabalipuram |
| 1954 | 2nd | 21 December 1955 | Mirza Ghalib Spirit of the Loom
1955 | 3rd September 1956 Pather Panchali Magic of Mountains

| 1956 | 4th 28 April 1957 Kabuliwala Gotama The Buddha
1957 5th 16 April 1958 Do Aankhen Barah Haath A Himalayan Tapestry

| 1958 | 6th 28 April 1959 Sagar Sangamey Radha Krishna
1959 | 7th 1 May 1960 Apur Sansar Kathakali

| 1960 | 8th 31 March 1961 Anuradha Kangra and Kulu

| 1961 | 9th 21 April 1962 Bhagini Nivedita Rabindranath Tagore

| 1962 | 10th 21 April 1963 Dada Thakur Four Centuries Ago

| 1963 | 11th 25 April 1964 Shehar Aur Sapna Song of the Snow

V 1964 12th 31 May 1965 Charula}a One Day

| 1965 | 13th 1966 Chemmeen Cloven Horizon

| 1966 | 14th 10 October 1967 Teesri Kasam Glimpses of West Bengal
1967 15th 25 November 1968 Hatey Bazarey India '67
1968 16th 13 February 1970 ‘ Goopy Gyne Bagha Byne Everest



Son Rise

2018 66th 23 December 2019 Hellaro

The Secret Life of Frogs
2019 67th 25 October 2021 | Marakkar: Lion of the Arabian Sea An Engineered Dream
2020 68th 30 September 2022 Soorarai Pottru Testimony of Ana
2021 69th 17 October 2023 Rocketry: The Nambi Effect Ek Tha Gaon
2022 70th 8 October 2024 Aattam Ayena
2023 71st 23 September 2025 12th Fail Flowering Man
2024 72nd August 2026 Article 370 Bhangaar




List of films with most awards

Film (Year) No. of awards won

Lagaan (2001)

Bajirao Mastani (2015)

Godmother (1998)

Kannathil Muthamittal (2002)

Aadukalam (2010)

RRR (2022)

Jogwa (2008)

Kutty Srank (2009)

Soorarai Pottru (2020)

O O | 01 OO OO | | N | ®

Gangubai Kathiawadi (2022)
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against cyber fraud
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Voters flummoxed by
‘logical discrepancies’
during Karnataka SIR
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TN. rolls out ‘e-Zero
FIR for faster action

against cyber fraud

R. Sivaraman
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has implemented the
e-Zero FIR system to facili-
tate prompt registration
and investigation of cyber

with the Union Ministry of
Home Affalrs” natlonwide
efforts to strengthen the
response to cyber financial
crimes and improve the re-
covery of defrauded funds.

Director-General of Pol-
ice/Head of Police Force
(DGP/HoPF) Magesh Ku-
mar Agarwal said that un-
der the e-Zero FIR mechan-

ism, cyber financial fraud
complaints invo aloss
of more than U re-

ported through the 1930
helpline, are automatically
Integrated to the Crime
and Criminal Tracking Net-
work and Systems (CCTNS)
~ a nationwide digital pol-
ice portal - for the registra-
tion of an e-Zero FIR.

SMS for verification
The e-Zero FIR is electroni-

police station for investiga-
tion and Is subsequently
converted to a regular FIR
by the police station having
territorial  jurisdiction.
Once an e-Zero FIR is regis-
tered, the complainant re-
celves an SMS directing
them to visit the jurisdic-
tional cybercrime police
station within three days to
complete the necessary
formalities, he said,

DGP Magesh Kumar
Agarwal says the

system ensures that
legal action begins
without delay

As provided under the
Bharatlya  Nagartk  Su-
raksha Sanhita (BNSS),
2023, the complainant

days to authenticate the
electronically  submitted
complaint and complete
the formal registration pro-
cess.

The eZero FIR system
has been implemented un-
der Section 173 of the
BNSS, which permits infor-
mation relating to a cogniz-
able offence to be fur
nished through electronic
communication and ena-
bles the registration of a
Zero FIR irrespective of ter-
ritorial jurisdiction.

Mr, Agarwal said the sys-
tem ensures that legal ac-
tion can begin without de-
lay, even before territorial
Jurisdiction Is determined.
“Integration of the 1930
helpline with CCTNS elimi-
nates duplicate data entry,
enables faster case regis-
tration and scamless juris-
dictional transfer, and sup-
ports timely Investigation,
freezing of fraudulent tran-
sactions, preservation of
digital evidence, and im-
proved recovery of de
frauded funds during the
critical Golden Hour,” he
said.

The police also advised




Particular
State

Initiative
Purpose
Linked Helpline

Legal Basis

Detalls
Tamil Nadu
e-Zero FIR System

Faster registration and investigation of
cyber financial fraud

1930 National Cybercrime Helpline

Section 173, Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), 2023



What is e-Zero FIR?
An e-Zero FIR allows police to immediately register a cyber fraud case electronically, even before
determining which police station has territorial jurisdiction.

This enables:

« Immediate legal action.
« Faster freezing of fraudulent transactions.
» Better recovery of stolen money.

How the System Works

Step Process

1 Victim reports cyber fraud by calling 1930 or using the cybercrime portal.

2 If the fraud amount exceeds %1 lakh, the complaint is automatically integrated with the

Crime and Criminal Tracking Network & Systems (CCTNS).

3 A Zero FIR is generated electronically, irrespective of jurisdiction.

4 The complaint is transferred to the appropriate cybercrime police station.

5 The complainant receives an SMS directing them to visit the designated police station
within 3 days.

6 Identity is verified and the formal FIR process is completed.



Benefit

Immediate legal action

Faster freezing of funds

No jurisdiction barrier

Better evidence preservation

Faster investigation

Citizen convenience

Explanation
FIR registration starts without delay

Improves chances of recovering stolen
money

Case can be registered anywhere
initially

Digital evidence can be secured quickly
Early police intervention increases
effectiveness

Complaint starts online through the
1930 helpline
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India once dominated textile trade. It
needs institutions to make a mark again

FROMPLATETOPLOUGH

BY ASHOK GULATI
AND SULAKSHANA RAO

EW INDUSTRIES have shaped

India’s civilisation as profourndly

as textiles. Long before modemn

concepts of gobal value chains

emerged, textiles were already
woven into India’s economic, cultural and
commercial fabric, Archacological excava-
tions at Harappa and Mohenjodaro (dating
back 4,500 years) have uncovered spindle
whorls, needles and dyeing arntefacts,
among the earliest evidence of textiles.
What began in the Indus valley was sus-
tained through centuries of trade, innova-
tion and craftsmanship.

For nearly two millennia, Indian fabrics
clothed consumers acyoss Asin and Europe.
During the Mughal period, Bengal became
theworld'spremiercentre for cotton textikes.
Dhaka produced the legendary muslin
prized by royalty across continents, while
Murshidabad, famous for itssilkand muslin,
ememged asone of the 18th century s wealth-
fest commercial centres. The economic sig-
nificance of all this was immense. India ac-
counted for one-fourth of global economic
output in 1700, according to Angus Mad-
dison. T'hen the Industrial Revolution hap-
pened, powered by James Hargreaves'spin-
ning jenny and other mechanised weaving
technologies. These disruptive technologies
changed the rubes of the game, In this case
competitiveness. Competitive advantage
stopped being about artisanal skill and be-
came about technology, productivity and
economies of scale. India Increasingly be-
canye asupplier of cotton toLancashire mills
and a market for manufactured textiles,

Independent Indla's textile journey has
been an effor o reverse this, Indéa 1oday pos-
sesses o fully integrated texaile valie chain,
from cotton 1o spinning, weawving, process-

oGlobaIAppaelMarketShreofMajorExponers

YEAR 2000 | 2005
i i FLLIS RS
Bangladech (%) 27% 26%
Vintnam (%) wx | x|
India{%) a0% 3%
'World Apparel Exports (USD Bllion)  185.0 2675
O O FD )

2010 05 | 2000 | 202
S G T s 5
43% 6% ar 9.2%
0% agx | Bax sa% |
an 9% | 29% 0%
3429 4365 1 ma  sna

Ing, garment manufacturing and exports.
The key catch is the employment intensity
of thesector, Appared alone generates 153 jobs
for every Rs | crore invested, against 27 in
automobiles and 14 in steel, Yet its share of
global apparel exports has stagnated at
around 3 per cent for over two decades even
as Bangladesh's rose from 2.2 per cent to 9
per cent, Vietnam's from 1 per cent to 6 per
cent. How does & civilisation that once
clothed the world end upwith 3percentofa
$521 bilfion global apparc] market?

Thisisthequestion our new bool, Stitch-
ing India’s Apparel Export Strategy: From
Farm to Forvign, released last week, sets out
toanswer, The book presents a comparative
policy analysis of China, Bangladesh and
Vietnam through five pillars of competitive-
ness: Scale and ecosystem, capital, labour
and skilling, chusters and institutions, and
market access and trade facilitation.

‘The lesson from China s one of an eco-
system approach: Vertically integrated
clusters, conoessional finance and the Sino-
sure model of export credit insurnnce and in-
stitational governance that transformed
China into the largest apparel exporter.

partnershipstoattract gobal manufacturers,
Each country followed a different path, but
all created Integrated ecosystems that en-
abled firms to compete ot scale, Besides all
these aspects, one that is very important but
much kesstalked about isthe issueof under-
valued Chinese currency, Estimates by the
IMF, the US Treasury (2026) and Goldman
Sachs suggest the yuan hits been under-
vadued by 16030 per cent against the USdol-
lar, acting as an impicit export subsidy,

To realise the government s ambition of
$100billion in Textile and Apparcl (T&A) ex-
ports by 2030, India must strengthen these
fundamentalsof competitiveness scross the
entire value chain. The finst is scale and eco-
system development. The “missing middlc”
of mid-sized, export-ready firms capable of
handling large, fast turmaround orders re-
miins a constraint. Equally relevant is fibre
mix. Global apparei trade is dominated by
man-made fibre (MMEF). India’s textile Indus-
try remalns skewed towards cotton, with s
6040 cotton-to-non-cotton fibre consump-
tion ratéo, In contrast to the global average of
2575 This mismutch locks India out of the
fastest-growing segments such as active-

Bangladesh leveraged Least Devel- wear, technical textibes and athled-
oped Country (LDC) preferences  Indiatoday possessesafully  sure. The recent rationalisation of
through reuag):nade m}mt integrated textile valuechain,  the lnverted duty structure [nthe
(RMG -spec nance, 10~ from cotton to spinning, AMF segment maust now be com-
back ketters of credit, and export weaving, processing, garment plemented by investment in MMF
processing zones offering plug- : spinning and weaving. Second 15
ot ik ol i e gl Pt oo
Kop ary m The key catchis the 10 8.2 per cent rema T
aligned forelgn investment, indus- . . cantly higher than those of China
trial parks and free trade agree- L'mploymcn( intensity of {31 percent), Viemam Guound ] per
ments (FTAS) into one infegrated the sector cent)and Bangladesh (negative real
strategy and industry-academia rates). Dedays in Goods and Services

Tax (GST) refunis and export incentive dis-
bursals also constrain Haquidity. Next Is la-
bour and skilling. India's apparel sactor is
highly dependent on migrant labowr, mov-
Ing from Bihar, Odisha and Jharkhand into
production chusters such as Bengahuru, TY-
ruppay, Surar etc, There is high artrition and
uhsenteeism during the festival season,
when assembly lines fall short. In our
opinion, 2 more sustalnable model is to
move factories 1o where the cheap labour is,
Pear] Globals MuzalTarpuar unit in Bibarisa
stop in that direction. The gains are muktiple:
Higher female labour participation, lower
migration costs and a pathway for labousr-
surplusstates like Bihar toacoelerate manu-
facturing-led growth,

Finalty, with the UK-CETA (Comprehen-
sive Ecomormic And Trade Agreement) and
EU-FTA. India hasachieved tariff parity with
competitors such as Bangladesh and Viet-
nam. But competitiveness extends far
beyond tarifis. India needs seamiess end-to-
end integration of trade processes so ex-
porters canmove goods, documents and ap-
provals with minimal compliance costs,
speed and predicability.

The reform agenda for India is clear:
Build an ecosystem approach to competi-
tiveness, PM-MITRA (PM Mega Integrated
Textile Region and Apparcl) parks, an-
nounced in 2021, embody this approach by
Integrating the five pillass of competitiveness

critical if India s tosetze thecurrent window
ofoppormunity in global apparel trade. Com-
plemented by the export promotion mission
and the integrated programme for the tex-
thles, these reforms can reposition Indlaasa
scale-driven, digitally-enabled, sustainable
and women-inclusive global sourcing hub.
History tefls us that Indin once clothed the
world through craftsmanship. The furure
will depend on whether it can stitch together
an ecosystem where flrms, finance, institu-
tlons and supply chalns move with the
speed, scale and predictability that global
value chains demanxt.

Gulari and Rao are distinguished prafessor
and senior fellow, respectively, ot ICRIER.
Views ao pevsonal




India's Historical Leadership

Period

Indus Valley Civilization (4,500 years ago)
Mughal Era

Around 1700

Industrial Revolution

Today

India's Strength

India's Position

Early evidence of spinning, weaving and dyeing

World's leading producer of cotton textiles and muslin

Produced nearly 25% of global textile output

Britain mechanised textile production and overtook India

Integrated textile value chain exists but export share

remains low

India possesses one of the world's few fully integrated textile value chains:

e Cotton production

e Spinning

 Weaving

e Processing

¢ Garment manufacturing
e EXxports



Employment Intensity

Industry

Apparel
Automobiles

Steel

Why important?

* Apparel manufacturing is one of India's best sectors for generating large-scale employment,

especially for women.

Global Apparel Export Market Share

Country 2000
China 17.4%
Bangladesh 2.2%
Vietnam 1.0%

India 3.0%

2005

24.6%

2.6%

1.7%

3.1%

Jobs Created per 21 crore Investment

2010

35.3%

4.3%

3.0%

3.1%

2015

37.2%

6.1%

4.9%

3.9%

153 jobs

27 jobs

14 jobs

2020

29.7%

8.7%

6.4%

2.9%

2024

29.4%

9.2%

6.4%

3.0%



What Does the Data Show?

Country Trend

China Became the global manufacturing powerhouse
Bangladesh Tripled its market share through garment exports
Vietnam Rapid export growth through FTAs and investment
India Almost no growth over two decades

Why China Succeeded

Factor Explanation

Integrated clusters Large textile manufacturing hubs
Cheap finance Easy access to industrial credit
Strong infrastructure Ports, roads, logistics
Institutional support Export-focused policies
Currency Competitive exchange rate

Scale Massive manufacturing capacity



Why India is Lagging

Challenge Impact

High logistics cost Reduced competitiveness
High GST refund delays Liquidity problems

Higher interest rates Expensive financing
Labour migration Seasonal shortages

Weak institutions Poor coordination

Limited integrated apparel parks Lower manufacturing scale
Compliance burden Slower exports

Structural Problems

1. Fibre Mix
India Global Average
60:40 Cotton : Non-cotton 25:75

Problem: Global demand is increasingly shifting toward synthetic and technical textiles, while India
remains heavily cotton-focused.



Structural Problems

1. Fibre Mix
India Global Average
60:40 Cotton : Non-cotton 2575

Problem: Global demand is increasingly shifting toward synthetic and technical textiles, while India
remains heavily cotton-focused.

2. Cost of Capital

Country Interest Rate

China ~3.1%

Vietnam ~1%

Bangladesh Near zero (concessional)
India 6.2-8.2%

Higher financing costs make Indian exports less competitive.

3. Labour Issues

* Heavy dependence on migrant labour.
« High absenteeism during festivals.
« Women constitute a relatively smaller share of the workforce compared to Bangladesh and Vietnam.



Recommendation

PM MITRA textile parks

Better logistics

Faster GST refunds

Expand MMF production

Skill development

Women workforce participation
Simplify trade procedures

Strong export institutions

Benefit

Integrated manufacturing ecosystem
Lower export costs

Improved liquidity

Align with global demand

Higher productivity

Increase labour availability

Faster exports

Better global competitiveness
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O in 10 Indian adults have abnormal
lipid level; low HDL most common

Found to peak
among those aged
30-39 yrs: Study

Express News Service
New Delhi, Julvi19

MOST PEOPLE associate high
cholesterol with middle age,
obesity or diabetes but accord-
ingtodata from a nationalstudy
by the Indizn Council of Medical
Research (ICMR)-INDIAB, nine
in 10 (87.3%) Indian adults have
atleastone abnormal lipid level,
dyslipldemia — an un-
healthy balance of fats in the
blood — one of country’s most
widespread health problems,
The study analysed lipid pro-
files from 23,665 adults selected
from the larger ICMR-INDIAB
survey covering all states and
UTs. People with dyslipidemia
often feel healthy while un-
healthy fats accumulate inside
blood vesselsoverthe years, nar-
rowing anteries, increasing the
risk of heart attack, stroke and
other cardiovascular diseases.
Overall, women had a higher
prevalence of dyslipidemiathan
men. Urban residents were
more affected than those in rural
areas, but the relatively small
urban-rural gap indicates life-
stylechanges from sedentary oc-
cupations, changing diets,
which include processed food,
and decline in physical activities
have transcended metropolitan
centres. “These findings rein-
force decades of evidence that
cardiovascular health depends

» India’s dyslipidemia profile
@ ' N N TYPES OF
& 8 @5 & @ Nearly  pysiipiDEMIA
@ ABNORMALITIES
aasd Gmro 2 7
Indian adults have at east 66.8% | 494%
one lipid abnormality LowHDL(good = HighLDL (bad
of Indian adults cholesterol) cholesterol)
87.3% haveatleastone High triglycerides 20.5%
abnormal cholesterol level High total cholesterol 22.9%
SEDENTARY LIFESTYLE, UNHEALTHY DIET INCREASES RISK
UNEXPECTED FACE OF RISK LINKED TO MODERN
Around 355 million Indians have  LIFESTYLES
abnormal lipid levels despite Sedentary lifestyle, unhealthy
normal blood sugar, normal diet, obesity, diabetes and
blood pressure and no obesity. hypertension significantly
Increase the risk of abnormal
WOMENSHOWA
HIGHER BURDEN Sl
Women have 3 higher HEARTRISK
prevalence of dyslipidemiathan ~ BEGINS EARLY 30-39
men, Urban areas are more Dyskipidemia YEARS
affected, though rural Indiaisnt  peaks betweenthe
far behind. ages of 30 and 39 years
SOURCE: ICNR-MOIAE NATIONAL STUDY

notonly on but alsoon
daily habits — healthy eating,
regularexercise, maintainingan
appropriate body weight and
avoiding tobacco. They point to
an early screening of choleste-
rol," says DrVMohan, one ofthe
authors of the study and chair-
man, Dr Mohan's Diabetes
Specialities Centre, Chennai.
“A lot of dyslipidemia is
driven by low high-density lipo-
protein (HDL), which we call
good cholesterol. Of course, In-
dians are genetically predis-
posed but lifestyle is equally to
blame, Our diet continues to be

carbohydrate-heavy. Excess
carbs push up triglycerides,
which pushdown HDL. We have
found this factoralone drivesup
dyslipidemia in Indians by
90%," he says,

The study revealed that two
outof every three adults had low
HDL cholesterol — the most
common abnormality, followed
by elevated LDLor “bad” choles-
terol, hightrigiycerides and high
total cholesterol.

South Asians have longbeen
recognised as having a unigue
metabolic profile. Many Indians
develop low HDL and elevated

triglycerides while their body
weight remains normal. This
combination isclosely linked to
Insulin resistance which con-
tributes to the disproportion-
ately high rates of premature
heart disease in South Asian
populations.

Researchers estimate that
around 355 million Indians have
abnormal lipid levels despite
normal blood sugar and blood
pressureand noobesity. In other
words, those generally con-
sidered “healthy" are signifi-
cantlyat risk of heart disease.

Instead of rising only in old
age, dyslipidemia was found to
peak amongthose aged between
30 and 39 years. For a country
withone ofthe world's youngest
popuiations, the implications
are profound — early onset of
abnormal lipid levels means
longer lifetime exposure tocho-
lesterol-related damage. increas-
ing the likelihood of premature
cardiovascular disease.

Individuals with higher
Body Mass Index (BMI) and wor-
sening blood glucose status
showed substantially higher
rates of dyslipidemia. Sedentary
lifestyle pushed the liketihood of
unhealthy lipid profiles,

The study's authors argue
thatifIindiahopestocurbthe ris-
ingtide of hean disease, screen-
ing must begin earlier and not
wait until people develop dia-
betes, hypertension or obesity
before recommending choleste-
rol tests. Most importantly,
people should not assume they
are protected simply because
they are young, slim or not dia-
betic, they said.



¢ India’s dyslipidemia profile
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Indian adults have at least
one lipid abnormality

87 3 » of Indian adults
D% have at least one
abnormal cholesterol level

TYPES OF
DYSLIPIDEMIA :
ABNORMALITIES ;

o o
06.8% | 494%
LowHDL (good = HighLDL (bad
cholesterol) cholesterol)
High triglycerides 29.5%

High total cholesterol 22.1%

SEDENTARY LIFESTYLE, UNHEALTHY DIET INCREASES RISK

UNEXPECTED FACE OF RISK
Around 355 million Indians have
abnormal lipid levels despite
normal blood sugar, normal
blood pressure and no obesity.

WOMEN SHOWA

HIGHER BURDEN

Women have a higher
prevalence of dyslipidemia than
men. Urban areas are more

affected, though rural India isn't
far behind.

LINKED TO MODERN
LIFESTYLES

Sedentary lifestyle, unhealthy
diet, obesity, diabetes and
hypertension significantly
increase the risk of abnormal
cholesterol levels.

HEARTRISK
BEGINS EARLY
Dyslipidemia
peaks between the
ages of 30 and 39 years

SOURCE: ICMR-INDIAB NATIONAL STUDY



Particular Details

Conducted by ICMR-INDIAB National Study

Population Covered 23,665 adults across India

Key Finding 87.3% of Indian adults have at least one abnormal lipid parameter
Highest Risk Age 30-39 years

What is Dyslipidemia?

Dyslipidemia refers to abnormal levels of fats (lipids) in the blood, including cholesterol and
triglycerides.

It increases the risk of:

* Heart attack

o Stroke

* Coronary artery disease
e Peripheral artery disease



Major Findings
Indicator

Adults with abnormal lipid level
Estimated Indians affected
Peak age group

Women affected

Urban prevalence

Types of Lipid Abnormalities
Abnormality

Low HDL ("good" cholesterol)
High Triglycerides
High Total Cholesterol

High LDL ("bad" cholesterol)

Result

87.3%

355 million

30-39 years

More than men

Higher than rural

Percentage

66.8%

29.5%

22.1%

49.4%



What is HDL and LDL?

Lipid Common Name Role

HDL Good cholesterol Removes excess cholesterol from arteries

LDL Bad cholesterol Deposits cholesterol inside arteries

Triglycerides Blood fats Provide energy but high levels increase cardiovascular
risk

Why is Low HDL Dangerous?

Low HDL reduces the body's ability to remove cholesterol from blood vessels, increasing plaque formation
and raising the risk of heart disease.

Unexpected Finding

Many affected individuals had:

* Normal body weight
« Normal blood sugar
* Normal blood pressure
« No obesity

This means appearing healthy does not necessarily indicate low cardiovascular risk.



Risk Factor
Sedentary lifestyle
Unhealthy diet
Obesity

Diabetes

Hypertension
Excess refined carbohydrates

Tobacco use

Impact

Reduced fat metabolism

Higher cholesterol and triglycerides
Increased lipid abnormalities
Disturbs fat metabolism

Raises cardiovascular risk
Increases triglycerides and lowers HDL

Lowers HDL



Recommendation

Lipid screening from early adulthood
Regular physical activity

Healthy diet

Weight management

Avoid tobacco

Manage diabetes and hypertension

Purpose

Early detection

Raise HDL and reduce triglycerides
Improve lipid profile

Lower cardiovascular risk

Improve HDL levels

Reduce complications






Particular Details

Observed On 18 July every year

Established 2010

Founded By World Listening Project (founded in 2008)

Occasion Birthday of R. Murray Schafer

Objective Promote active listening and awareness of the acoustic environment

Who was R. Murray Schafer?

Particular Details

Full Name Raymond Murray Schafer
Nationality Canadian

Profession Composer, Author, Environmentalist

Known For Founder of Acoustic Ecology



What is Acoustic Ecology?

Acoustic Ecology is the study of the relationship between humans and their environment through
sound.

It focuses on:

e Soundscapes

* Noise pollution

e Listening practices

* Environmental sound awareness
¢ Sound conservation

Objectives of World Listening Day

Objective Explanation

Promote active listening Encourage people to consciously listen to their surroundings.
Raise awareness Highlight the impact of noise pollution on health and nature.
Protect soundscapes Preserve natural and cultural sounds.

Encourage research Support studies in acoustic ecology.

Community engagement Promote education through listening events.



Area

Environment

Health

Education

Culture

Significance

Protects natural sound
ecosystems

Reduces stress caused by
excessive noise

Improves communication and
concentration

Preserves traditional sound
heritage






Particular Details

Project Kukrail Night Safari

Location Kukrail Reserve Forest, Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh
Status Approved by the Supreme Court

Project Cost 21,510 crore (approx.)

Area About 855 acres

Expected Completion Phase-wise development

Background

The Supreme Court approved India's first dedicated Night Safari Project after environmental clearances
and recommendations from the relevant authorities.

The project aims to:

e Promote eco-tourism.
» Strengthen wildlife conservation.
¢ Create awareness about nocturnal wildlife.



Proposed Species

Species

Asiatic Lion
Bengal Tiger
Leopard
Hyena

Flying Squirrel

Gharial

Visitor Facilities
Facility

Battery-operated vehicles

Night trails

Forest trails

Naturalistic enclosures

Moonlight-style lighting

Interpretation Centre

Details

Eco-friendly transport

Guided nocturnal experience

Nature walks

Mimic natural habitats

Minimise disturbance to animals

Wildlife education



Approvals Received

Authority Role

Supreme Court Final approval

Central Zoo Authority Zoo approval

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change Environmental clearance
Empowered Committee Technical recommendation

Significance

Benefit Impact

Wildlife tourism Boosts tourism

Conservation Better protection of nocturnal species
Employment Local job creation

Education Wildlife awareness

Economy Revenue generation






Particular
Project

Location

Commissioned
Inaugurated By

Implementing Agency

Details

India's first geothermal production
wells

Puga Valley, Ladakh
17 July 2026

V.K. Saxena, Lieutenant Governor of
Ladakh

ONGC Energy Centre



Depth

Altitude

Maximum Temperature Recorded

Timeline

Event

First well reached 1,000 m
Second well drilling started

Second well completed

1,000 metres each

More than 14,000 feet

135°C at 400 metres

Date

22 May 2026

3 June 2026

8 July 2026



What is Geothermal Energy?

Geothermal energy is the heat energy stored inside the Earth, used for:

Electricity generation
Space heating
Industrial heating
Greenhouses

District heating

It is a renewable, clean and reliable source of energy.

India's Major Geothermal Regions

State/UT Area

Ladakh Puga Valley
Himachal Pradesh Manikaran
Uttarakhand Tapovan
Gujarat Cambay Basin

Andaman & Nicobar Islands Volcanic geothermal zones



Benefits of Geothermal Energy

Benefit Explanation

Renewable Continuous energy source
Low emissions Minimal greenhouse gases
Base-load power Available 24x7

Small land footprint Less land requirement
Energy security Reduces dependence on fossil fuels
Challenges

Challenge Explanation

High initial drilling cost Capital intensive
Exploration risk Resource uncertainty
Remote location Infrastructure challenges

Technical expertise Specialized technology required



Country

United States

Installed Capacity (MW)

Key Highlights

World's largest geothermal electricity producer; California and Nevada are major hubs.
(ThinkGeoEnergy)

Indonesia

Philippines

Fastest-growing major geothermal market; located on the Pacific Ring of Fire.
(ThinkGeoEnergy)

One of the highest shares of electricity from geothermal globally. (ThinkGeoEnergy)

Tarkiye

New Zealand

Rapid growth over the last decade through private investment. (International Geothermal
Association)

Geothermal is a major source of national electricity. (International Geothermal Association)

Mexico

Italy

Long-established geothermal industry. (Visual Capitalist)

Home of the world's first commercial geothermal power plant (Larderello). (Visual
Capitalist)

Iceland

Kenya

Small capacity but extremely high dependence on geothermal energy. (The Times of India)

Africa's geothermal leader; supplies a large share of national electricity. (International
Geothermal Association)

Japan

Significant geothermal potential, constrained by protected hot-spring areas. (International
Geothermal Association)



https://www.thinkgeoenergy.com/global-top-10-geothermal-power-countries-at-year-end-2025/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.thinkgeoenergy.com/global-top-10-geothermal-power-countries-at-year-end-2025/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.thinkgeoenergy.com/global-top-10-geothermal-power-countries-at-year-end-2025/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://worldgeothermal.org/geothermal-data/geothermal-energy-database?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://worldgeothermal.org/geothermal-data/geothermal-energy-database?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/geothermal-power-by-country/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/geothermal-power-by-country/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/rest-of-world/iceland-heats-every-home-using-energy-from-volcanoes-and-almost-all-of-its-electricity-comes-from-renewable-sources-making-it-one-of-the-worlds-cleanest-energy-systems/articleshow/132437801.cms?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://worldgeothermal.org/geothermal-data/geothermal-energy-database?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://worldgeothermal.org/geothermal-data/geothermal-energy-database?utm_source=chatgpt.com

Approx. Share of Electricity

Country from Geothermal

Iceland 25-30%

Kenya 40-45%

El Salvador 20-25%

Philippines 10-12%

New Zealand 18-20%

Why So High?

Abundant volcanic activity;
geothermal also heats ~90%
of homes. (The Times of
India)

Rift Valley geothermal
resources. (International
Geothermal Association)

Volcanic geography.
(International Geothermal
Association)

Ring of Fire location.
(International Geothermal
Association)

Active geothermal fields.
(International Geothermal
Association)



https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/rest-of-world/iceland-heats-every-home-using-energy-from-volcanoes-and-almost-all-of-its-electricity-comes-from-renewable-sources-making-it-one-of-the-worlds-cleanest-energy-systems/articleshow/132437801.cms?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://worldgeothermal.org/geothermal-data/geothermal-energy-database?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://worldgeothermal.org/geothermal-data/geothermal-energy-database?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://worldgeothermal.org/geothermal-data/geothermal-energy-database?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://worldgeothermal.org/geothermal-data/geothermal-energy-database?utm_source=chatgpt.com

Parameter

Commercial
geothermal power

Installed Capacity

First geothermal
wells

Commercial Power
Plant

Resource Potential

Global Position

India
Just beginning

Negligible (pilot
stage)

Puga Valley, Ladakh
(2026)

1 MW pilot planned

~10-10.6 GW
estimated

Emerging

USA

Mature

3,953 MW

Decades ago

Hundreds of plants

Very high

Indonesia

Mature

2,742 MW

Decades ago

Numerous plants

Very high

Iceland

Highly mature

~779 MW

Decades ago

Multiple plants

Very high

Leader in utilization

per capita (Galaxy
Classes)



https://www.galaxyclasses.co.in/details?res_id=8739&res_type=ca&utm_source=chatgpt.com

Word of the day

Indigence:
a state of extreme poverty or destitution

Synonymes: need, penury, pauperism

Usa ge: The economic crisis left thousands on
the brink of indigence.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/indigence

International Phonetic
Alphabet: [1nd1dzans/
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