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Category Details

Ranking Body QS Quacquarelli Symonds

Year QS Sustainability Rankings 2026

Total Institutions Ranked Globally ~2,000 from 100+ countries

India’s Standing 103 institutions (4th highest globally)

Top Global University Lund University (Sweden)

Top Indian Institutions
IIT Delhi (93rd), IIT Kharagpur (96th), Delhi University 
(94th in Knowledge Exchange)

Evaluation Parameters
Environmental impact, sustainability, equality, 
knowledge exchange, education, employability, 
wellbeing

Indian Top Performers Movement 9 improved, others mixed

India in Top 500 12 institutions (equal to Canada & Netherlands)



• India ranks 4th globally in terms of number of universities listed in QS Sustainability 
Rankings 2026. Which countries rank ahead of India?
A) U.S., China, U.K.
B) U.K., Germany, Canada
C) China, Japan, France
D) U.S., Canada, Australia



























































Dictionary / Source Word of the Year Year

Oxford Rizz 2023–24

Cambridge
Hallucinate (AI se 
linked)

2023–24

Merriam-Webster Authentic 2023–24

Collins Dictionary AI 2023

Dictionary.com
Hallucinate (AI 
context)

2023





Google launches 
Gemini 3.0



Aspect Details

Event / Launch
Google launches Gemini 3.0 — the company’s most 
advanced AI model yet

Developer Google DeepMind / Google AI

Model Type
Multimodal Artificial Intelligence Model (handles 
text, images, audio, video, and code)

Key Innovation
Marks a major leap in AI reasoning, multimodality, 
and real-world interaction

Capabilities
Enhanced problem-solving, logical reasoning, 
contextual understanding, and creative generation
across multiple input types

Comparison / Successor to
Successor to Gemini 1.5 Pro and Ultra models; 
integrates learning from Gemini 2 and 2.5



Applications
Search, education, coding assistance, content 
creation, data analysis, and low-code tools 
integration

Platform Integration
Available via Google Workspace, Bard (now 
Gemini chat), Android, and Vertex AI

Global Significance
Competes directly with OpenAI GPT-5 and 
Anthropic Claude 3 series

Category (for exam)
Science & Tech – Artificial Intelligence / 
Innovation / Digital Economy



World marks first-ever World Cervical 
Cancer Elimination Day









Aspect Details

Event
World marks first-ever World Cervical Cancer Elimination 
Day

18th NOV

Observed by
Countries worldwide; health experts and organisations led 
by WHO

What is being targeted?
Cervical cancer – described as one of the most preventable 
cancers affecting women

Key purpose of the Day
Mark a decisive step in the global effort to eliminate 
cervical cancer as a public health threat

Lead global body World Health Organization (WHO)

Decision-making forum
World Health Assembly (WHA) has designated this day to 
strengthen the campaign against cervical cancer



Main strategies stressed
1. HPV vaccination 2. Regular screening 3. 
Early detection to reduce cases and deaths

Expected government actions
Intensify vaccination drives and expand 
screening services, especially where access 
to preventive healthcare is low

Public health significance

Aims to build momentum towards 
elimination of cervical cancer, not just 
control; considered a historic milestone in 
women’s health

Exam tags
Health – WHO – World Days – Women’s 
Health – Non-communicable Diseases 
(Cancer / HPV)



Ireland and UK named 
partner countries for 
Hornbill Festival 2025



Aspect Details

Host state Nagaland, India

Festival
Hornbill Festival 2025 – flagship cultural festival of Nagaland 
showcasing Naga heritage

Partner countries (2025) Ireland and the United Kingdom (UK)

Purpose of partnership
To highlight Irish & British artistic traditions alongside Naga culture, 
expanding the festival’s global profile and cultural engagement

Where Ireland’s partnership 
announced

New Delhi, by the Nagaland Chief Minister and the Irish Ambassador, 
stressing shared cultural values and deeper collaboration



UK partnership details
Formalised through an agreement with British Council
representatives; indicates renewed phase of India-UK cultural 
cooperation

Expected cultural 
contributions

Participation with folk music, theatre, peace & reconciliation 
programmes, and other UK-linked cultural showcases curated 
by the British Council and British Deputy High Commission, 
Kolkata

Significance
Enhances international visibility of Hornbill Festival, 
strengthens people-to-people ties and soft power diplomacy
via culture

Exam tags
Culture – Festivals of India – Nagaland – Hornbill Festival –
International Cultural Relations (India–Ireland, India–UK)



Category Details

Name Hornbill Festival

Location Kisama Heritage Village, near Kohima, Nagaland

Started In 2000

Celebrated By All major Naga tribes (16 tribes)

Duration 10 days (1st to 10th December every year)

Organised By Government of Nagaland

Purpose To promote Naga heritage, culture, dance, food, crafts & unity among tribes

Named After The Hornbill bird, which is culturally sacred to Naga tribes

Major Activities
Folk dances, traditional music, tribal games, craft stalls, food festivals, 
workshops, art exhibitions



Tourism Significance
Known as the “Festival of Festivals”; attracts thousands of 
domestic & foreign tourists

Economic Importance
Promotes local handicrafts, handlooms, tribal cuisines, and 
boosts local economy

Cultural Importance
Showcases Naga warrior traditions, Morung culture, indigenous 
sports, and ceremonies

Highlights
Naga Chili eating competition, wrestling, archery, traditional log 
drum beating, rock concerts, indigenous games

Latest Update
Became one of India’s biggest tribal cultural festivals; tourism 
numbers grow yearly

UNESCO Aspect
Helps in safeguarding Intangible Cultural Heritage of Naga tribes 
(not an official UNESCO list but relevant culturally)



Iran Ends Visa-Free Entry for Indian 
Nationals”







Aspect Details

Previous policy
Visa-free / visa-on-arrival facility for Indian nationals 
(ordinary passports) for entry/transit through Iran.

New rule
All Indian nationals with ordinary passports must 
obtain a visa in advance before entering or transiting
through Iran.

Effective from 22 November 2025

Reason for policy change
Rise in trafficking and kidnapping cases involving 
Indians lured to Iran with false job or transit promises.



Modus operandi of criminals
Agents offered fake employment or onward travel 
to third countries, misusing Iran’s visa waiver; 
victims were then kidnapped for ransom.

Objective of revised policy
To curb criminal activities, stop misuse of visa-free 
entry, and enhance safety of foreign visitors, 
especially Indians.

Affected category
Indian travellers with ordinary passports (tourists, 
workers, transit passengers). Diplomatic/special 
categories likely governed by separate rules.

Exam tags
IR – India–Iran Relations, Consular Issues, Migration 
& Trafficking, Visa Policy / Diaspora Safety



Category Details

Diplomatic Relations Established 1950

Strategic Importance Iran is a key gateway for India to Central Asia, Afghanistan & Eurasia

Major Connectivity Project Chabahar Port (India builds & operates it)

Associated Corridor
International North–South Transport Corridor (INSTC) connecting India–Iran–
Russia–Europe

India’s Investment in Iran Chabahar Port; Rail link to Zahedan (partially delayed due to sanctions)

Energy Cooperation
Iran was once India’s 2nd-largest oil supplier; imports reduced due to US 
sanctions (2019 onwards)

Strategic Dialogue Regular India–Iran Joint Commission Meetings

Security Cooperation Anti-terror cooperation; stability in Afghanistan, maritime security

Importance for Iran
India as a major market; counterbalance to China; development of Chabahar & 
regional trade



Cultural Links
Persian influence on Indian art, language, architecture; strong 
diaspora ties

Major Irritants
US sanctions on Iran, delays in port/rail project financing, Iran–
Pakistan–China dynamics

Recent Updates (2024–25)
India resumed talks on long-term Chabahar agreement; INSTC 
trials expanded

Trade Volume
Around $2 billion+ (mainly petrochemicals, rice, 
pharmaceuticals, machinery)

India’s Key Exports to Iran Rice (Basmati), pharmaceuticals, tea, machinery

India’s Key Imports from Iran Chemicals, fruits & nuts, fertilizers; earlier crude oil

Importance for India
Access to Central Asia without Pakistan; energy security; 
geopolitical influence



India Slips 13 Places in Global 
Climate Change Index



Aspect Details

Index name (full) Climate Change Performance Index (CCPI) 2026

India’s current rank (CCPI 2026) 23rd

Change in rank
Dropped 13 places (from about 10th to 23rd), steepest 
fall in recent years

India’s score
61.31 (overall); rating category shifts from “High” to 
“Medium” performance

Reasons for decline (as highlighted)
Continued dependence on coal, rising GHG emissions, 
and weak carbon price signals, despite good progress in 
renewable energy capacity

Where CCPI 2026 released
On the sidelines of UN climate conference COP30 in 
Belém, Brazil



Coverage of index
Evaluates climate-mitigation performance of 63 
countries + European Union, together responsible for 
over 90% of global GHG emissions

Assessment categories
1. GHG emissions 2. Renewable energy 3. Energy use
4. Climate policy

Top ranks status
No country occupies the top three positions, as none is 
considered fully compatible with limiting dangerous 
climate change

Exam tags / themes
Environment – Climate Change – Indices & Reports –
CCPI – COP30 – India’s climate performance



The fourth position is held by 
Denmark with 80.52 points, 

followed by the UK with 70.8 
and Morocco with 70.75.

Saudi Arabia has been placed 
at the bottom with a score of 
11.9, while Iran and the USA 

are at 66th and 65th 
positions with 14.33 and 
21.84 points respectively.
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