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'SC has ‘reservations’ on its own bail decision

Judgment in a narco-terrorism case refers to Delhi
riots case involving Umar Khalid, Sharjeel Imam

I Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Monday voiced

“serious reserva-
tions” about “various as-
pects” of its January judg-
ment refusing bail to
former JNU student leader
Umar Khalid and co-ac-
cused Sharjeel Imam in the
Delhi riots ‘larger conspira-
cy' case, including the fo-
reclosing of their right to
seek bail for a year.

The rare act of self-re-
proach came over a year
after the court condemned
Mr. Khalid and Mr. Imam
as “alleged masterminds”
who hatched the conspira-
cy behind the 2020 Delhi
riots. At the time of the re-
jection of his bail plea, Mr.
Khalid had already spent
over five years in prison as
an undertrial.

The Delhi Police had

booked Mr. Khalid and oth-
er activists under the anti-
terror law, the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act
or the UAPA, for their in-
volvement in organising
protests over the Citizen-
ship (Amendment) Act.

‘Not an empty slogan’
On Monday, a Bench of Jus-
tices B.V. Nagarathna and
Ujjal Bhuyan said bail was
indeed the rule in UAPA
cases too.

Justice Bhuyan, who
authored the judgment,
said the catchphrase ‘bail
is the rule and jail is the ex-
ception’ was not just an
empty slogan, but a consti-
tutional principle flowing
from the fundamental
rights to life, speedy trial
and freedom from arbi-
trary arrests and deten-
tions.

The apex court’s obser-
vations on Monday came

Court says an accused cannot be held indefinitely
because prosecution faces a low bar under UAPA

®

Once it is obvious that a timely trial
would not be possible and the accused

has suffered incarceration for a significant
period of time, the courts would

ordinarily be obligated to

enlarge the accused on bail...
The presence of statutory

restrictions...per se does not
oust the ability of the courts

to grant bail...

JUSTICE UJJAL BHUYAN
refers to KA Najeeb [udgment
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in a judgment allowing bail
to a Jammu and Kashmir
man accused in a narco-
terrorism case in which he
had been incarcerated as
an undertrial under the
UAPA for five years.

It said an accused can-
not be indefinitely incar-
cerated merely because
the state was able to “satis-
fy” the low bar to refuse
bail in UAPA cases. Justice
Bhuyan said the right to

personal liberty and spee-
dy trial cannot become
“subordinate” to the dra-
conian bail provision, Sec-
tion 43-D(5), of the UAPA.

He said that the UAPA
had drawn the threshold
for denying bail so low that
the state had to only show
that the accusations
against an accused were
“prima facie” true.

Once that was done, bail
would be “absolutely im-

permissible” for him.

“The state need only sa-
tisfy a low prima facie
threshold while the trial
may continue for years
with the result that pre-
trial incarceration begins
to acquire a post-trial puni-
tive character, and even
then, no court could ever
grant bail no matter the
length of period of such in-
carceration because the
case stood prima facie
made out against the ac-
cused,” Justice Bhuyan
noted.

He said the potency of
Section 43-D(5) should be
“melted” down by consti-
tutional courts intervening
and granting bail in UAPA
cases in which the accused
had already suffered pro-
longed incarceration due
to delayed trial. A point in
case was that of Mr. Khalid.

“Constitutional courts
can always intervene to

grant bail despite satisfac-
tion of the ‘prima facie’
threshold under Section
43-D(5). The Section need
not control the grant of bail
if the accused person’s li-
berty is infringed for a pro-
longed period of time,” Jus-
tice Bhuyan observed.

Section 43-D(5)

The power of a constitu-
tional court to protect the
right to life of a UAPA ac-
cused against arbitrary de-
tentions cannot be dimin-
ished merely by a
provision like Section 43-D
(5) in a statute, the Bench
highlighted.

“Section 43-D(5) re-
mains subordinate to Arti-
cle 21 [fundamental right
to life] at all times. A consti-
tutional court need not
hold back bail to the ac-
cused in the garb of Sec-
tion 43-D(5),” the Supreme
Court underscored.

If State shows accusations were ‘prima facie’
true, bail would be ‘absolutely impermissible’

Justice Bhuyan said the
basic principle that a per-
son was presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty
was the “cornerstone of
any civilised society go-
verned by the rule of law”.
Section 43-D(5) converted
delay in trial itself into
punishment.

The court said statutes
like the UAPA may cali-
brate the manner in which
the presumption of inno-
cence was applied, partic-
ularly in cases involving
national security or terro-
rist offences, but they can-
not altogether invert the
constitutional relationship
between liberty and deten-
tion. The court expressed
deep concern about cer-
tain of its verdicts “hollow-
ing out” larger Bench ver-
dicts like in the K.A. Najeeb
case, which championed
personal liberty against
state abuse.



Point

Full form

Nature

Ministry

Main purpose

Applies to

Important power

2019 amendment

Investigation

Bail issue

Exam relevance

Explanation

Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967

India's main anti-terror and anti-unlawful
activities law

Ministry of Home Affairs

To prevent unlawful activities of
individuals and associations and deal with
terrorist activities

Individuals, associations, organisations,
and terrorist activities

Government can declare an organisation
as unlawful or terrorist organisation

Government can also designate an
individual as a terrorist

NIA and police can investigate UAPA
cases

Bail is difficult due to Section 43D(5)

Important for Article 21, national security,
civil liberties, terrorism, and criminal
justice

Hindi

faftifasg fpar-asemy fAaror sfeifFam, 1967

WRA BT H&A Adearg-fazet 3R fafbifasg
fafafer-faen s

E HATHT

afaaal 3 deat & faftifasg nfafafeat &
w1 3R Iddearet nfafafey & fAaear
@fqa, dmeq, du 3R sndeard nfafafert
WFHR et aea &) faftfasg an andeangt
A5 GifSd B2 Tbdt &

IHR fodt afad &t srdeardt 9ifsd &2
THdat g

NIA 37 Ofis UAPA WA &t ST R Tebdl &

&RT 43D(5) & BRYT FHHAA Hfo gt &

A 21, AT &1, ARG WdFd1, Adddrg
3R amonfiies = & forg AEayof



Reason

Terror-related offences

Extended investigation time

Strict bail test

Property seizure

Organisation ban

Explanation

It deals with serious offences
linked to terrorism and national
security

Investigation period can be
extended compared to ordinary
criminal cases

Bail can be denied if accusation
appears prima facie true

Law allows seizure/attachment of
terrorism-linked property

Government can ban organisations
linked to unlawful or terrorist acts

Hindi

WIS FEFC 7Y T ST B

GRH © FERS TREEHE S WD
oG, QPR I =T 3 o8 O

IPE ST X «HITT U TB &

SIWE © c—agaa- @WW?,‘@T
rEW%D?f&?% W@Fdﬂﬂ

CUSTTBPRIITT ™ o Kk
THOHIR TR BB G  SHCY HeR
AT G o5 G




Point

Meaning of bail

Purpose

Not acquittal

Bailable offence

Non-bailable offence

Regular bail

Anticipatory bail

Default bail

Interim bail

Bail conditions

Explanation

Temporary release from custody during
investigation or trial

To protect liberty while ensuring the
accused appears before court

Bail does not mean the accused is

innocent

Bail is generally a right

Bail depends on court’s discretion

Given after arrest

Protection before arrest in non-bailable
cases

Given when investigation/chargesheet is
not completed within legal time

Temporary bail for a short period

Passport surrender, no witness
influence, no evidence tampering,
regular appearance

Hindi Explanation

STrg a1 qasgH & eRM fZerad @ arendt e

WAAdT B 801 BIAT 3R BE A IufRf
gfafeda s

AT &1 Hded a8 e AE 8

STHTAA ORISR ST SId: HfE®R gl 2

TR-3Ad! 3UE ¥ SHAG BIE & fade W
iz Bt 2

iRt & a1¢ gt 514 arelt STHMd

TR-FAHE A § TREER & ugs JqRem

51q sirafarsiefe s awg 7 gt 7 @ at &t s
CIGIELICn]

Hifaa I9a & g Iemdt stma

YIHYIE STHT, TATE] &1 yIfad | &A1, Jga
BIBIE 7 BT, Bl 7 gt



Important Difference: Bailable vs Non-Bailable Offence

HEYUT 3iaR: ST 3R TR-3THAdT 3roRTel

Basis

Nature
Nature
Right to bail

A &7 3AfEBER

Police power
gfcra &1 fdeet
Example

Court test

BIE Bl Bt

Bailable Offence

Less serious offences

BH THIT 3T

Accused has a legal right to bail

HRIGT B STHT BT BIAT ARTBR
glare

Police may grant bail
qferd STHMd & Al &
Minor offences

BIC AWRTE

Mostly procedural

siferpaR wfspar amenfRa

Non-Bailable Offence [5]

Serious offences
THIR 3raRTer

Bail is not a right; court decides

STHIA JfEBR T8l BIE Haer Bdl &

Court usually decides bail

JHTIA: BIE STHA dF BT &

Murder, terrorism, serious conspiracy

&I, Adepdrg, TR ATfsier

Gravity, evidence, flight risk, witness influence

ITURTE Y THIRAT, Td, IR BT W1, TaTg! U I



Issue

Case background

Main law involved

Why bail became difficult

Key accused discussed

Main legal debate

Prosecution argument

Defence argument

Court challenge

Recent significance

Delhi Riots Case Context

2020 North-East Delhi riots and
alleged “larger conspiracy” case

IPC/CrPC provisions plus UAPA in
conspiracy cases

UAPA Section 43D(5) makes bail
stricter

Umar Khalid, Sharjeel Imam, Gulfisha
Fatima and others

Liberty vs national security/public
order

Alleged larger conspiracy and serious
role in violence

Long incarceration, delayed trial, many
witnesses yet to be examined

Whether UAPA restriction can override

normal bail principles

SC observations revived debate that
bail should remain the rule even in
UAPA cases

Exam Understanding @)

2020 3IWR-aT fGewit &t 3k wfera “ast
fster &1 AT

IPC/CrPC wrasr=t @ a1l UAPA W &vimam man

UAPA &RT 43D(5) STHTHd &1 Bfe+ a1t &

IR WA, 2REMe g, Teftben Bifanr 33

AfFTTd TdAd a4 I JR&N/AD

g

wfera g2t Tfarer 3R & o mik st

widl %, qaan | 33, B TaTEl B S qreh

@RI UAPA &1 A AmaT=1 ST fagiar 3
FR A THdl 2

SC fewfoiay 7 g4 &) {5 a@r@n fis UAPA ®
vt sta fRaw g4t Tnfge



Side

State/Prosecution

Accused/Defence

Court’s concern

Constitutional issue

Practical problem

Exam keyword

Argument

Serious offences and alleged
conspiracy justify strict bail approach

Long pre-trial jail without conviction
violates liberty

Balance between national security
and constitutional liberty

Article 21: Right to life and personal
liberty

Trials in UAPA cases may take many
years

Speedy trial, presumption of
innocence, rule of law

Hindi

UHRGEI? TOER U SHoe G ¢ S ST
TR GHER Tk FURGEH

TR GTIEHE 59 09> Ue
SeHeISd & Ac S Ul

SHHFT BXlod > 1 GHRIPPS Sefied 55

R 21: TS TY [¥5 UE Sehedl
5T GRS

UAPA BERFERERES SUBS € FFF ¢35
AT &3 EH

SR T, S35 SRS, SBBR 3T
cdet




B : sc & UAPA Bail Jurisprudence

UAPA 3N STHTAT — Faled ~J1Ter T HTcH- [T | GS II: Polity | Art. 21 | UAPA Sec 43-D(5)

KEY FACTS / Rd ¢% &8 Section 43-D(5) UAPA

Bail refused if court finds prima facie accusations true.
IS > SUBR UET soXdl «HIES TEIE ¢ 5 T&E

SC: This does NOT create absolute bar on bail.

SC: YUI &2 IR SURH— Art.21 &IAESEIITIcd Ui

J SC Bench: Justice Nagarathna + Justice Ujjal Bhuyan

o Case: 2020 Delhi Riots Larger Conspiracy (UAPA) ARTICLE 21 — Personal Liberty | 055 U® Sedied
J Accused: Umar Khalid + Sharjeel Imam (JNU)

. Sec 43-D(5): Low bar — prima facie charges - deny bail
J K.A. Najeeb (2021): Bail possible if prolonged detention

J Right to speedy trial = part of Art. 21

. Bail = Rule; Jail = Exception = Article 21 principle

J Pre-trial incarceration - becomes punishment

. Presumption of innocence — cornerstone of rule of law
. Maneka Gandhi (1978): Art.21 expanded broadly

J SC: UAPA cannot invert liberty-detention balance

P Exam Keys: Section 43-D(5) | K.A. Najeeb 2021 | Article 21 | Bail is Rule | Undertrial = 77% prison pop. | NIA Act 2008



Art.1 — Multi-Subject Grid + Timeline | 0Z-3BIgd R + ST H

) History / T5UKG F® Geography / SAERI & Polity / T O3TKT

2020 Delhi Riots - CAA protests - UAPA : : L : Art.21, Art.22 | UAPA 1967 | Maneka Gandhi
invoked N/A direct | Prison locations: Tihar (Delhi) 1978 | NIA Act 2008

® Economy / 2 &I "X Environment / TIGRER 8 Sci & Tech /5BIRE

Undertrial costs to state | Lost livelihoods of

Not directly relevant Digital evidence in UAPA cases | Forensic labs
accused

¢ TIMELINE: UAPA & Bail Jurisprudence

2004-19 Jan 2020 2021 2024-25 May 2025

K.A. Najeeb — Umar Khalid

bail in UAPA bail denied SC self-

Multiple Delhi Riots
amendments (CAA protests) possible (Jan 2025) reproach

UAPA enacted




Modi meets Norwegian PM |
as they upgrade their ties to
Green Strategic Partnership

OSLO

India and Norway have dif-
ferences, but they must un-
ite against countries that
“weaponise” diplomacy,
trade, and technology, said
Norwegian Prime Minister
Jonas Gahr Store here on
Monday after talks with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, as the two countries
upgraded ties to a “Green
Strategic Partmership”.

In statements to the me-
dia, both leaders empha-
sised their discussions on
geopolitical conflicts in Uk-
raine and West Asia, with
Mr. Modl contrasting the
“instability and uncertain-
ty” brought by the con-
flicts while India and Eu-
rope are entering a “new
golden era” in ties,

“Both India and Norway
believe in a rules-based or-
der, dialogue, and diplo-
macy. We are unanimous
that no Issue can be re-
solved through military
conflict. Whether it is Uk-
raine or West Asia, we sup-
port, and will continue to
support, an early end to
conflict and every effort to-
ward peace,” he said.

He said that the Trade
and Economic Partnership
Agreement signed last year
with Norway and three EF-
TA countries Switzer-
land, Iceland, Liechten-
stein — as well as the Green
Strategic Partnership an-
nounced on Monday,
would combine India's
scale, speed, and talent
with Norway’s technology
and capital.

“From the Arctic to out-
er space, from green ship-
ping to the blue economy,
and from energy security
to food security, our coop-
eration is touching new
frontiers,” Mr. Modl added,
saying that the EFTA deal

Vital meeting: Prime Minister Narendra Modi with his Norwegian
counterpart in Oslo on Monday. ANI

would aim to create $100
billion in investment and
“one million jobs in India”.

Mr. Stare called India “a
leading global force in
technology, innovation,
and renewable energy”.

In a possible reference
to the Russia-Ukraine war,
Mr. Stere acknowledged
there were differences bet-
ween India and Norway,
but that it was necessary to
work through them. Nor-
way, which has urged India
to condemn the Russian in-
vasion of Ukraine in the
past and to reduce its in-
take of Russian oil, is also
hoping to offer India alter-
native supplies of oil and
gas that Norway is a major
exporter of.

“Trade weaponisation”’

“We have to stand up
against those who weapo-
nise diplomacy, who wea-
ponise trade, and who
weaponise technology. At
a time of rising protection-
ism and more tense geo-
political dynamics, it is
more Important than ever
to stand together for a rule-
based order,” Mr. Store
said, possibly referring not
only to Russia, but also the
U.S. and China on unilater-
alism and protectionism,
as well as Iran for the Strait

of Hormuz blockade that
has held up energy trade.

Mr. Store said that Nor-
way and India “do not al-
ways see eye to eye on all
issues”, which was com-
mon. “We are both res-
pectful democracies who
handle those issues in ways
that live up to democratic
standards,” he added.

As the two leaders com-
pleted their statements,
the event saw an unusual
moment when a Norwe-
gian journalist stood up to
protest the fact that the
Prime Ministers did not
take questions from the
media from both countries
present. At Mr. Modi’s ear-
lier stop in the Netherlands
too, local Dutch media had
objected to the lack of a
press conference as is cus-
tomary there. While Mr.
Modi did not respond to
the question, PM Stare re-
turned to the media room
afterwards, and gave Inter-
views to local media.

The two Prime Ministers
will join leaders of Sweden,
Denmark, Iceland and Fin-
land for the Nordic-India
summit on Tuesday.

(The reporter is in Nor-
way at the invitation of the
Norwegian Ministry of Fo-
reign Affairs to cover the
Nordic Summit)

AINX



Area

Bilateral trade status

Trade value

Trade balance

India’s exports to

Norway

Norway's exports to
India

Key Norwegian
strength

India—Norway Trade Details

India and Norway have growing trade relations,
especially in shipping, renewable energy, seafood,
chemicals, metals, and technology.

During April-January 2024-25, India’'s exports to
Norway were about USD 403.08 million, while
imports from Norway were about USD 793.85
million.

India had a trade deficit of about USD 390.77

million with Norway during April-January 2024-25.

Major exports include organic chemicals,
machinery, electrical equipment, textiles,
garments, marine products, pharmaceuticals, and

engineering goods.

Major exports include non-ferrous metals, natural
gas-related products, plastic in primary form,
crude minerals, chemicals, seafood, and

technology goods.

Norway is globally strong in shipping, maritime
technology, offshore energy, renewable energy,
fisheries, and clean technology.

WRA-ATY ATIR faazor @)

HRd 3R 71 & AR Jde 9 2 &, fadhyas: faifg, adtasoita Hatf, angt @, J[rm,
g1q 3k dwtd |l

A0t 2024-25 A WRd BT 41d ) fFafd @I USD 403.08 frafaa 3k aid @
3T AT USD 793.85 fAferaa &t

HAA-TTaN 2024-25 B HRd BT A1d &b J1ef T USD 390.77 fAfea &1 1R =rer i

YRd & 9 fFafd 7 3 Bfided, AR, safdyde 3UHl, a3, TRACH, TG
3G, BHIRIEHeT 3R gifAafiT axqy enfid &1

A1 & e fAafd ® sreitg o1qe, Whfde 17 Tdfeia 3ag, e ¥u § wifes, v
[T, TR, TG AT 3R da-ld! a5y nfid &1

Aid farfam, gt adHAldw, 3iHeiR i, B 3Hatf, AQIUTEA 3R W dbAid B
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Key Indian strength

Investment link

EFTA connection

TEPA importance

Strategic sectors

India is strong in pharmaceuticals, IT services,
textiles, engineering goods, chemicals, and skilled

manpower.

Norwegian companies are active in India in
maritime, clean energy, technology, and industrial
sectors.

Norway is part of EFTA along with Switzerland,
Iceland, and Liechtenstein. India—EFTA TEPA
entered into force on 1 October 2025.

The India—EFTA agreement is expected to improve
market access, investment, services trade, and

supply-chain cooperation.

Green hydrogen, offshore wind, maritime shipping,
blue economy, Arctic research, fisheries, and clean

technology are important future areas.

YRd BHRfCHe, IT Jaiaf, a3, SSfAaR awqai, JmmY ik Fere ArFa JameA 7
HIgd &

A1 Y drufai WRd B I, Tes Hatl, dbAie 3k sitafies &=t 3 aftea 81

1Y, feRels, 3msas 3k fAwewt & T1er EFTA &7 3SR &1 YRA-EFTA TEPA 1
3aeeaR 2025 I @1 g3l

WRA-EFTA IHgid 3 915TR Ugd, fAder, Ja1 @R 3R Twirs 99 Jga1T Haigd &1 &l 3G
gl

T g8, 3iTweiR fds, agt fifdm, & g®ian!, ndbice Rad, Acgura- 3k @
dm1e viasr & Aeagef & &



@: India—Norway Green Strategic Partnership
HRFTd ERAT T0TAde GIsHer’T | GS II: IR | GS Ill: Economy, Energy | Oslo, May 2025

$100B 10L ~20% 4

EFTA FDI target Jobs promised World oil via Hormuz EFTA members

L TS

T A

KEY DEVELOPMENTS /8% <CsSAgW® GEOGRAPHY / s&&xT

G ST SN EE

@ Norway: Scandinavian Peninsula, North Sea

* Blla.teral ties - Green Strateglc.Partnersh.lp w& Strait of Hormuz: Iran ¢> Oman (critical chokepoint)
o India-EFTA TEPA 2024: First major EU-region FTA A N Wisdld leesie in o hsre wind anemsy
o Norway: NATO member; urged India re: Russia-Ukraine A\ praieiamiiene Sl (e
° | . : . . . °
ndia Stlrateglc a.utonomy maintained o (C EFTA HQ: Geneva, Switzerland (est. 1960)
. Norway's Sovereign Wealth Fund = ~$1.7 trillion 1 i e v s ey e sl e e
J Nordic-India Summit (Sweden+Denmark+Finland+Iceland+Norway)

@ Nordic countries: Northern Europe cluster

P Exam Keys: EFTA = Norway+Swiss+Iceland+Liechtenstein | TEPA 2024 | Hormuz = Iran-Oman | Nordic Summit | Trade Weaponisation



EFTA COUNTRIES

Ilceland

Liechtenstein

Switzerland

THE BARGAIN

3 S100 bn (over Rs 8 lakh
crore): Investment commit-
ment to India in 15 years

-----------------------------------

¥ $18.6 bn: India’s total
trade with EFTA countries
in 2022-23, of which im=
ports were $16.7 bn

3 $15.8 bn: India’s im-
ports from Switzerland in
2022-23, of which gold was
worth S14 bn
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RTI Act does
not apply to
Cricket Board,
says CIC order

Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI

The Central Information
Commission (CIC) on Mon-
day held that the BCCI
does not fall within the am-
bit of a “public authority”
under the RTI Act, observ-
ing that the cricket board
functions as an autono-
mous body neither “direct-
ly nor indirectly” financed
by the government.

Information Commis-
sioner P.R. Ramesh held
that the BCCI, registered
under the Tamil Nadu So-
cieties Registration Act,
1975, was “neither esta-
blished by the Constitu-
tion, nor created by any le-
gislation or government
order”. “Since the Board of
Control for Cricket in India
is neither materially de-
pendent upon nor sus-
tained by government
funds, it does not satisfy
the requirement of being
“substantially financed, di-
rectly or indirectly, by
funds provided by the ap-
propriate government” un-
der Section 2(h)(d) of the
Right to Information Act,
2005 and therefore cannot
be regarded as a 'Public
Authority’ thereunder”,
held the CIC while dismis-
sing the plea, filed by Gee-
ta Rani.




Point

Full form

Main law

Objective

Constitutional base

Who can file RTI

Against whom

Application fee

Reply time

Life and liberty cases

First appeal

Second appeal

Explanation

Right to Information

Right to Information Act, 2005

To provide citizens access to
information held by public authorities

Linked with Article 19(1)(a): freedom of
speech and expression

Any citizen of India

Public authorities: ministries,
departments, PSUs, government-
funded bodies

Usually 210 for Central Government RTI
applications

Usually within 30 days

Information must be given within 48
hours

If no reply/unsatisfactory reply, first
appeal can be filed

Filed before Information Commission

Hindi

a1 BT HfEBR

a1 &1 AfEHR HfEfFaH, 2005

At & adsfAe wiftason & ary 3uee
YA aB gD AT

e 19(1) (a): Ifiafd & w@d=ar & 31
HIRd &1 B1E Wl A

ardsifie wiftsor: Harey, @, PSu,
T faaafea dweme

Hg WHR & RTI 3deA & fae amm=rd: 210

amTId: 30 fGAY A 3wr

sta 3t Taezar @ 513 Avel ¥ 48 €2 ¥ g

IR A A a1 IHaSsS 8 al ew Ut

a1 AT & FAE fgdta ardid



Exemptions National security, privacy, cabinet
papers, trade secrets, investigation-
related information etc.

Why RTl is Important

RTI &Y Hgeaqof &

Importance Explanation

Transparency Makes government functioning open to

public scrutiny

Accountability Officials can be questioned for delay,
misuse, or corruption

Anti-corruption tool Helps expose scams, irregularities and
misuse of funds

Citizen empowerment Converts citizen from passive subject to
active participant

Good governance Supports openness, rule of law and
democratic participation

Service delivery Helps people track pensions, ration
cards, scholarships, schemes etc.

gt e, fsvar, fate dw, amufie wEw,
sifa Hael gaan anfg

Hindi

HIBTH BIHBTS BY AT ) fARAT & feg
ot a2

ittt &, grum a1 weTar & fAe saade
A d

Hiera, dfAgfiaal 3k o= & geua & ISR
&3 W WeE B

amiie & fAfsha @fan & Jftsa eyt a-rar
2

Fgoa, fafer &1 e 3k Fiwaitas writert
P HITgd Bl 8

der, B1e TS, BEgRA 3R Fisna &t fefa
S ® HEE BedT 8



Can be asked

Records

Certified copies

Inspection

Samples

Status

Expenditure details

Example

File notes, official documents,
orders

Copies of government records
Inspection of government
works or documents

Samples of materials used in
public works

Status of application,
complaint, pension,
scholarship etc.

Use of public funds in
schemes/projects

Hindi
Od&T S, SR SRS
cbh®, © B¢

GH SR SAIBF KT C DB SHS

AE ”" MY 45 P ‘E .E . /\i ! QE
gg:W
* * * *
S A A

S TS, LIS, BES,
STEHT SHT SEHE
~ o ~

I SIS/ ERREH SISH WD
SIFHCS 2T ST &THP



Step

Step 1

Step 2

Step 3

Step 4

Step 5

Step 6

Process
Identify the public authority

Write specific questions seeking
information

Submit application with fee
PIO must reply within prescribed time

File first appeal if reply is not received
or unsatisfactory

File second appeal/complaint before
Information Commission

Hindi

BT G S FREH S0 51

B, ST D S IEBCS TR SHD

IO LGRS RT3 Tt Tl 0eT

ETUS AREHGASEe 5§ FdIs ot
R EeT S

FEST S FHU S5GE 0 Aoedl
I ST S




Situation
Normal RTI reply
RTI through APIO

Life and liberty matter
Third party information
First appeal

Second appeal

Time Limit
30 days
35 days

48 hours

40 days

Usually within 30 days of
decision/expiry of time

Usually within 90 days

Hindi

@R RTI &TEL 30 %S

APIO SSTRTGBRTI: 355ES

&A™ > Y Seef; od G5 B YRSk
48 B

eGthe e 36 @i 40 FS
B TG Gkkss 30 S 5
srect]

TRERII0 ES 3Tkl




Major Challenges of RTI in India
WRd A RTI &t o gAtfaai
Challenge Explanation

Delay in replies Many applicants do not receive

information on time

Pendency Large number of appeals pending

before Information Commissions

Vacancies Vacant posts of Information

Commissioners weaken the system

Poor record management Government records are not always

properly digitised or maintained

Misuse concern Some people file repetitive or

harassment-based RTls

Threat to activists RTI activists may face intimidation in

sensitive cases

Exemption misuse Authorities may overuse exemption

clauses to deny information

Hindi

B ATAGH! B IHT R 1 91 Hetdt
AT AR A 98t JAT /3t wifdd
T AT B WTeil UG HaT Bl BHIAR

P8

IRBRI Rbis gren e A fafsiea ar =afea
8l g

BB ol IR-AR AT U2 B4 aTedl RTI
T B &

Hadgaeited ATHE! A RTI BrRIGarsil & gHeb!
it gepdt &

BRI a1 7 31 &b g B¢ Traemi o1
3fee IUTT R Tpa &



: RTI Act Does Not Apply to BCClI — CIC Order

RTI 3IN"BCCI | CIC: Central Information Commission | GS II: Polity, Governance | RTI Act 2005

RTI Act 2005 — Section 2(h) &8 cIC Ruling — IC P.R. Ramesh

Public Authority = body established by:
N y . y y BCCI: Registered under Tamil Nadu Societies Act, 1975
e Constitution of India (2 BEE) ) ) .
.~ . Neither established by Constitution, nor any law
¢ Any law made by Parliament / Legislature .
Not materially dependent on government funds

Governmen'F notnflcatlon/order Not 'substantially financed' under Sec 2(h)(d)
® OR substantially financed by Govt funds .\ .
. . . - DISMISSED petition by Geeta Rani
BCCI fails ALL these tests > NOT public authority

BCCI FACTS / BCCI ¢§ RTI HISTORY / RTI ¥cTkg

J Founded: 1928 | World's richest cricket board . RTI Act 2005 — replaced FOI Act 2002

J HQ: Cricket Centre, Mumbai (Maharashtra) J Inspired by: MKSS + Aruna Roy (Rajasthan 2000)
. Registered: Tamil Nadu Societies Act, 1975 . CIC = statutory, NOT constitutional body

J Affiliated: ICC (HQ Dubai) + ACC o Chief Info Commissioner + up to 10 ICs

. IPL media rights ~$6 billion (2023-27 cycle) . RTI Amendment 2019 — tenure/salary changed
J Lodha Committee (2016) — SC-mandated reforms o ~6 crore RTIl applications filed since 2005

ﬂ Exam Keys: RTI Sec 2(h) | BCCI = TN Societies 1975 | CIC = Statutory | Lodha Committee 2016 | Aruna Roy MKSS | FOI Act 2002



@ Statement MCQs — All 3 Articles |

Q1 (UAPA): Which is correct about Section 43-D(5) of UAPA?

(a) Creates absolute bar on bail under any circumstances (b) Bail denied only if court finds prima facie accusations true (c) Applies only to foreign nationals
(d) Overrides Article 21 completely

Answer: (b) | SFEEi43-D(5) — e «HIETS THIE 3 UPISEY wXkIS e T5B6 o5io6 U U191 s [oRel SURH

Q2 (EFTA): Which country is NOT a member of EFTA?

(a) Norway (b) Switzerland (c) Denmark (d) Iceland

Answer: (c) Denmark | Denmark is EU member, not EFTA. EFTA = Norway+Swiss+Iceland+Liechtenstein

Q3 (RTI): BCCl is NOT a 'public authority' under RTI because:

(a) It is registered abroad (b) Its HQ is in Maharashtra (c) It is not substantially financed by government (d) It is a constitutional body

Answer: (c) | Section 2(h)(d) requires 'substantial financing' by government — BCCI fails this test




4 10+10+10 Quick Revision Points — All 3 Articles | g’WEIF W

T uAPA & Bail

. SC 'reservations' on Jan 2025 bail denial
. Bench: Nagarathna + Ujjal Bhuyan

. Bail = Rule; Jail = Exception (Art.21)

. Sec 43-D(5): prima facie test only

. K.A. Najeeb 2021: bail possible in UAPA
. Umar Khalid: 5+ yrs undertrial

. Presumption of innocence = rule of law
. UAPA: 1967; amended 2004/08/12/19

. NIA investigates UAPA cases

10. 77% India prison = undertrials (NCRB)
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@ India-Norway

. 'Green Strategic Partnership'in Oslo

. EFTA = Norway+Swiss+lceland+Liechtenstein
. TEPA 2024: $100B FDI, 10L jobs

. Norway: NATO; urged India on Russia

. India: Strategic Autonomy maintained

. Nordic Summit: 5 countries together

. Hormuz: Iran-Oman; ~20% world oil

. Norway's SWF = ~§1.7 trillion

. 'Trade weaponisation' — PM Stgre's term

10. Blue economy + offshore wind focus

O 00 N oo 1 &5 W N .

] RTI & BCCI

. CIC: BCCI NOT public authority under RTI

. RTI Sec 2(h): body by Constitution/law/govt
. BCCI: TN Societies Act 1975; founded 1928
. IC P.R. Ramesh dismissed Geeta Rani plea

. CIC = statutory (NOT constitutional)

. RTI 2005 replaced FOI Act 2002

. Lodha Committee 2016 — SC reforms

. BCCI: world's richest cricket board; ICC/ACC
. RTI Amendment 2019 — controversial

10. Aruna Roy + MKSS - RTI movement origin

< GS Il + GS Il + Essay — Key Themes: Liberty vs. Security | Multilateralism | Transparency & Accountability | shatle Se Pl ek



[ Exam Questions & PYQ Check | FSReaI 0 T T PYQ 5

PN

T UAPA — Mains Questions

J Mains: "Statutory restrictions under UAPA cannot permanently oust courts' power to grant bail." Critically examine.
J Mains: Examine tension between national security and Art.21. How has SC balanced these interests?
J Interview: As a civil servant, how would you respond if a person is detained under UAPA 5+ years without trial?

@ India-Norway — Mains Questions

J Mains: Analyse India's position on Russia-Ukraine conflict in context of European partnerships.
J Mains: Examine the significance of India-Norway Green Partnership & EFTA TEPA for India's energy security.
J Interview: Norway is oil producer AND renewable leader. What lessons for India's energy transition?

B RTI/BCCI — Mains Questions

. Mains: "RTI Act's definition of public authority fails to capture accountability needs of powerful private bodies like BCCI." Critically examine.
J Mains: Examine CIC's role in promoting transparency. What reforms would strengthen RTI regime?
J Interview: Should BCCI be brought under RTI? Arguments for and against.

/\ PYQ NOTE: No exact verbatim 2024-2026 PYQ found for these specific articles. Closest: RTI Sec 2(h), UAPA amendments, EFTA in GS/State PCS discussions.
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Improving efficiency of fertilizer use in India
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No relief?

The data for the charts were sourced
from the India Meteorological
Department. When a station shows
below-normal temperatures, it means
April 2026 was cooler than that
location’s long-term April average, even
if absolute temperatures were still high

CHART 1: Four stations which had among the highest deviation in maximum and minimum temperatures (in degrees

Celsius) from their normal values (shown in dotted lines)
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MAP 1: Many regions
stayed close to or
below their usual
April maximum
temperatures

Maximum
temperature minus
long-term average
maximum
I More than 3°C cooler
B 2-3°C cooler

1-2°C cooler

0-1°C cooler

B 0-1°C warmer

B More than 1°C warmer

MAP 2: Minimum
temperatures
remained elevated in
many States, reducing
relief from heat

Minimum
temperature minus
long-term average
minimum

B More than
3°C cooler

B 2-3°C
cooler
1-2°C
cooler
0-1°C
cooler

B 0-1°C

warmer

B Vorethan -
1°C warmer
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UNITED KINGDOM

23-year-old becomes UK town’s
youngest ] Indlan -Origin mayor

Tushar Kumar, aformer
King’s College London
Political Science student

A 23-YEAR-OLD politician repre-
senting alocal council in eastern
England has created history by be-
comingthe youngest Indian-origin
Mayor in the UK. Tushar Kumar, a
former student of Political Science
from King’s College London, took
charge asthe Mayor of Elstree and
Borehamwood at aceremony last
week. “Anincredible honour to
officially become the Mayor of El-
stree and Borehamwood last night
and, at 23 years old, the youngest
ever Indian-origin Mayor in the his-
tory of the UK,” said Kumar. PTI



Word of the day

Kibitzer:

a meddler who offers unwanted advice to others

Synonyms: intruder, gossiper, informer

Usa g€ The kibitzer kept giving opinions in the
meeting.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/kibitzer

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /kibitss/

Word of the day

Bombast:
pompous or pretentious talk or writing

Synonyms: rhetoric, exaggeration, rant

Usa g€ The speech was full of bombast but
said very little.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/bombast

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /bombaest/
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Umang 360 Current Affairs Magazine 2026-27 by Bhunesh Sir
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