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22 India-bound ships on
Hormuz evacuation list
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Iran hits Gulf energy sites
after attack on its gas field;
Tehran’s intel chief killed
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22 India-bound ships on
Hormuz evacuation list

Of these, 20 vessels have been assessed as critical to India’s energy security, carrying over 5 lakh
tonnes of LNG, LPG and 1676 lakh tonnes of crude oil; many agencies join hands for evacuation

CHENNAL

wenty-two  India-

bound vessels in

the Persian Gulf re-
gion have been identified
for evacuation for safe pas-
sage through the Strait of
Hormuz by the Indian go-
vernment.

Of these, 20 vessels have
been assessed as critical to
India's energy security,
carrying some 2.15 lakh
metric tonnes of LNG, 3.21
lakh tonnes of LPG and
16.76 lakh tonnes of crude
oil,

These vessels are both
Indian-flagged and foreign-
flagged but all are bound
for India.

Critical cargo

Among the 20 energy-criti-
cal vessels, 10 are Indian-
flagged, The 20 vessels in-
clude three LNG carriers,
10 LPG carriers, and seven
crude oil tankers, Marshall
Island, Liberia, Greece,
Malta and

some of the other ﬂ.w,s
these ships carry.

In addition, two Indian-
flagged container vessels
have also been identified
for evacuation to ensure
safe passage through the
Strait of Hormuz,

Coordination is ongoing
with the Ministry of Ports,
Shipping and Waterways;
Directorate of Naval Opera-
tions (DNO); Ministry of Pe-
troleum and Natural Gas
(MoPNG); and the Informa-
tion Fusion Centre-indian
Ocean Region (IFCIOR) for
the evacuation of the ves-

Secure delivery: indian-flagged vessel Jag Lanaki carrying approximately 81,000 MT of crude oil,
berthed at Adari Port, Mundra on Wednesday

sels from the Persian Gulf
region.

Two LPG carriers and
one oil tanker - Shivalik,
Nanda Devi and Jag Laadki
- were evacuated earlier,
escorted by the Indian Na-
vy from the Gulf of Oman

region.

The three ships have
reached India. The two
LPG ships were carrying
some 97,000 tonnes of the
fuel. Navy sources had told
The Hindu that the escort-
ing will continue in future
as well.

Shivalik has been par-
tally discharged at Mundra
and is awaiting commence-
ment of ship-to-ship opera-
tions by the charterer, 10C.
Nanda Devi has doubled-
banked with BW Birch for
ship-to-ship transfer at Va-
dinar. Cargo operations are
expected 1o start soon,

Crude carrier Jag Laadki
that was escorted by the In-
dian Navy reached Mundra
Port earfier on Friday,

It was carrying approxi-
mately 81,000 metric
tonnes of Murban crude oil
from the United Arab Emi-
rates, The vessel narrowly

damage when the
Fujairazh terminal where it
was loading was attacked.

Stranded seafarers
Some 23,000 Indian sea-
farers are stranded in the
Persian Gulf, of whom 658
are on Indian-flagged ves-
sels,

Some 472 seafarers have
been evacuated by various
shipping companies from
the Gulf region so far, as
per the government. In to-
tal, 22 Indian vessels are in
the Persian Gulf region,
west of the Strait of Hor-

muz; two in the Guif of
Oman, east of the strait;
one in the Gulf of Aden;
and two in the Red Sea.

Of these, the govern-
ment-owned Shipping Cor-
poration of India owns six,
of which five are in Persian
Gulland one in the Gulf of

No Indian ship has been
attacked so far in the con-
flict in West Asia. But three
Indian seafarers have died,
four have been Injured,
and one reported missing
in foreign-flagged vessels,

Government  sources
said that seven West Asia-
bound vessels were wait-
ing at major ports and five
in other ports in India.

(with inputs from Sapta-
parno Ghosh in New Delhi)
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1. Immediate issue for India — WRd & e drepifes f&ifd

India has identified 22 India-bound ships in the Persian Gulf region for safe passage/evacuation
through the Strait of Hormuz — HRd TI®R A UG Teh &3 H 22 WRd-3H1A aTdl SIS &l e A1 a1t
A Rfera et /aRiad wnf & forg fafZd fasa 21

Out of these, 20 ships are considered critical for India’s energy security — 891 & 20 gIS HRd !
a1t qRen & fae srcdd wgeaquf 7 7T 8

These vessels are carrying large quantities of LNG, LPG and crude oil, so the issue is not only
maritime but also linked to energy supply, inflation and economic stability — & 57151 LNG, LPG 3R
Pl Al (bR 3T 32 &, SANIT g HIHeT bae THg! TRE&M BT 781 dfos Hatt 3mgfd, memd 3k anfefes f@Rar
vt gET R

A large number of Indian seafarers are also present in the Gulf region, making human safety an
important concern — 1t §F A 98t &1 ¥ WRdTG ATfds [dtbad vl wisig 2, safee amdta JRem it oa
CER AR

2. Why Strait of Hormuz is important — &¢ 3iT% gH31 ga-1 Hgaqul a2l &

The Strait of Hormuz connects the Persian Gulf with the Gulf of Oman, and then with the Arabian
Sea — ¥¢ 3w g1 Uffa % & et 3T WA 317 3 3Ra R A sigar 2|

It is one of the world’s most important oil transit chokepoints — g faea & J&d Heaquf dd-aRag
TB? A AT A A U B

A significant share of global oil and LNG trade passes through this route — fdea @& a& 3R LNG @R
&1 931 e gt anf A gl R 21

If this route is disrupted, the impact is felt globally in the form of higher oil prices, higher freight
cost and supply uncertainty — af¢ ag A1 aifeld gar 8, dt dfedes TR U e &l hivd, HIeTsT aiTd 3R
3qfd sifAfedaar 9 sdt 21



3. Importance for India — YRd & fdi¢ sTBT HEA
 India depends heavily on imported energy, especially from West Asia — WRd 3311 & 31T, fadigesr

ufedw Tferm, Wk b1t fdR 21
e A large part of India's LPG imports comes through the Strait of Hormuz — WRd & LPG 3IITd &1 98T

femar Re 3it et A i 3T 21

e Even if India has diversified some of its crude sources, this route remains strategically important —
Vol €1 HRd A 38 o dd & Jidl A fafderdar o &), fisz vt ag Anf amiRes 9 & 9gd Agcaqul 941 g31 &1
e Any disruption can affect fuel prices, transport cost, cooking gas supply and inflation in India —

fasait vt Qe BT 3RR YRA R 8 Bhinal, IR anTd, IS 19 3Mgfd 3ik #HEmE W U IHar e

4. What the report indicates — THIR &RIT Tbd SdT &
« India is trying to ensure safe movement of critical energy cargo — HRd H&aqUl 3311 GBI bl JRfeid
TATSTE! FfAfRTd B B & &

» This shows coordination between multiple agencies such as shipping, petroleum, navy and external
affairs — 33 feifd, Ugiforam, 911 3ik fader Afd A 3t &< T & dr a-ar f&ars 2ar 2|

e The issue is not just about a few ships, but about national energy security and strategic

preparedness — Ig HIHAT Bdd $HB STETS BT a1, e ISEIT Ha11 JRam 3k amie dard w18




5. Geographical facts — iMifeies dear
« The Strait of Hormuz lies between Iran and Oman — ¢ 3% gnfst &9 3R 3 & dfa f&a 21
« It serves as the main sea outlet for the Gulf region to the open ocean — Ug @181 &7 A G G ddb 11
&1 agt far Anf 21

» Because the waterway is narrow, even a small conflict or naval threat can create a major global impact

— WP T8 STHASHEHE] B 8, sufeie ser-ar oy a1 AAdfFe @azn Wt 9g1 dfeas wira s1a Tasdr 21
6. Historical background — Rfdeifds gyfd

» The Gulf region has long been central to world energy politics due to its vast oil and gas reserves —
faens ae 3k a7 verR & BRur @Et &7 @ au A fdea 331 w=HlT &1 g @ 2l

» During the Iran-Iraq War, attacks on oil tankers highlighted the vulnerability of Gulf shipping routes —
-3 Yig & SR et SB3 U gHel A Wrgt b Tugt Amil &t ddgaefierdar Bt 35mR fdar am

* Inrecent decades, sanctions, tanker seizures and regional tensions have repeatedly made Hormuz a
strategic flashpoint — fa&a gerest # ufaae, 2o sredt 3k &=t qamat 3 €nst &) ar-ar Imie dara-fag
Cpioibd

7. Political significance — J5THifd® Hgd

» The Strait of Hormuz affects not only Gulf countries, but also major energy importers such as India,
China, Japan and European countries — ¥ 3% &4 Ha @rat &N B 781, fcds WRd, 94, S
3ikk Rt 2oit 3 92 It smaTaw! ) vt wafda war 21

» Itis closely tied to tensions involving Iran, Gulf monarchies, the United States and other global
powers — Ig &4, WS AT, et 3k 3= dfeass efamat & dta aara 3 mgs A sl

« For India, the issue reflects the need for balanced diplomacy, strategic autonomy and protection of
trade routes — WRd & fAQ ug Hqfeid He-lfa, 0TI wrrdar 3R amanfies Twgt Al B gram o
A AEmAT BT gfar &1



8. Economic significance — 3i1fefes g
« If traffic through Hormuz is disrupted, oil prices may rise sharply — g g1 & JramaTd aiferd giar 8,
e @t iad a5t & 98 Tbdl 2l

« Higher oil and gas prices increase costs in transport, fertilizer, electricity, aviation and household

energy use — dd 3R 1 & Hft HIHd uRRag, 38w, fastet, fanma ik g Haf 3uah 6 @vd ga
&t &

« India, being a large energy-importing country, may face imported inflation and pressure on the

current account — WRd 51 g2 3311-3TATA 22I B TATfdd HEMTE 3R ITe] 1A WR ga1d Sof-1 95 Jdbal
{

« Insurance premiums and freight rates for ships can also rise during conflict — H&¥ & THT FEEN &
forg star sitfiam 3k AremTeT ¥ ot 96 dddt 21

9. Strategic importance for India — WRd & faig amiie Aga
« India's concern is not limited to crude oil; it also includes LNG, LPG, ports, cargo movement and

Indian seafarers — WRd @1 fadr ae ®e del dab FfAd A1, afed LNG, LPG, dgmg, el 3marsigt 3k
HRdtg Aifaast 3+ 5t 21

« Western Indian ports such as Mundra and other energy-handling ports become especially important

in such situations — ¥t uRfERIfaAY & Hgr AR ufeat wrdta dgvme f3dy ¥u d Heayef 8 =i 2

« This issue also shows why maritime security is a major part of India’s national security thinking — Jg

He feaman 8 6 avgt qrem vika &t gt e Hra @1 Heayuf fRwar =i 21
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Question — §[

The Strait of Hormuz
IS situated between
which among the
following Gulfs?
Persian Gulf, Gulf of
Aden, Gulf of
Khambhat, Gulf of
Oman —g§ © [
G TG ¢ BE
BT aa%msargg ey
¥ TP SEES U, U]
90 &Y, clhde S
¢dake, Ry (3] 0 ST

Answer — &¢I

Persian Gulf and
Gulf of Oman —
SHES U 7Y U
o0 $ide



Iran hits Gulf energy sites
after attack on its gas field;
fkilled

Tehran’s intel chie

Iran on Wednesday night
struck oil facilities in Per-
sian Gulf countries, follow-
Ing the US. and Israeli
strikes on gas facilities in
Iran's southern Bushehr
province. This came hours
after lsraeli air strikes
killed Iran’s Intelligence
Minister Esmaeil Khatib,
the third high-profile assas-
sination in 24 hours.

“Moments ago, parts of
the gas facilities located in
the South Pars Special Eco-
nomic Energy Zone in Asa-
luyeh were struck by pro-
jectiles fired by the
American-Zionist enemy,”
Iranian state television re-
ported. The South Pars/
North Dome mega-field is
the largest known gas re-
serve in the world. Iran
had earlier wamed that
any attack on its energy in-
frastructure would trigger
retaliatory strikes at ener-
gy facilities in the region.

Qatar’s state-run energy
company said that fires set
by iranian strikes on its
main gas facility had
caused “extensive dam-
age”. “QatarEnergy con-
firms that Ras Laffan In-
dustrial City this evening
has been the subject of
missile attacks,” the firm
said in a statement, “All
personnel have been ac-
counted for and no casual-
ties have been reported at
this time.”

Qatar said that attacks
were a "direct threat to its
national security”. “Qatar
considers this assault a

us escalation, a fla-
grant violation of its sove-
reignty, and a direct threat
to its national security,” the

\ A

Saa of mourners: People at the funeral of franian security chief All

Larijani in Tehran on Wednesday. revress

Gulf state’s Foreign Minis-
try sald in a statement.
According to late night
reports, a second round of
Joud explosions rang out
over Riyadh, after authori-
ties previously said they in-
tercepted four missiles.
Iran's Khatam Al-Anblya
military command earlier
sald in a statement that it
would “severely strike the
source of the aggression
and consider targeting the
fuel, energy and gas infras-
tructure” of the countries
from which the attacks
were launched. Iran says
the US, s using its bases in
the Persian Gulf monar-
chies to launch its attacks.
The Islamic Revolution-
ary Guard Corps had is-
sued “urgent evacuation"
orders for people living
near key energy produc-
tion facilities in the Saudi
Arabia, Qatar, and the UAE,
According to Iran's Oil
Ministry, US.-Israeli air
strikes targeted parts of the
refinery installations in
Asaluyeh that process nat-
ural gas from South Pars,
located on the maritime
border between Iran and
Qatar. "We have repeatedly
warned  your leaders

against  following  this
dangerous path and drag-
ging their peoples into a
major gamble with their
fate," the [RGC said.

Slew of assassinations
Iran’s President Masoud
Pezeshkian confirmed that
Khatib had been killed.
“The cowardly assassina-
tion of my dear colleagues
Esmaeil Khatib, Ali Larija-
ni, and Aziz Nasirzadeh,
alongside some of their fa-
mily members and accom-
panying team, has left usin
deep mourning,” he wrote
In a soclal media post.

In separate strikes on
Monday night, Israel had
killed Larijani, Secretary of
Iran’s Supreme National
Security Council, and Gho-
lamreza Soleimani, com-
mander of the Basij para-
military forces,

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu has
“authorised the IDF to [as-
sassinate] any senior Ira-
nian figure without the
need for further approval,”
Mr. Katz said.

(With inputs from AFP)
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The South Pars/North Dome field is
the world's largest natural gas field,
located offshore in the Persian Gulf,
shared between Iran (South Pars)
and Qatar (North Dome). ltholds '
roughly 1, 800 trillion cubic feet of

gas, providing about two-thirds of Iran’s domestic gas
and a massive portion of Qatar’s LNG

exports. v Wikipedia +4







2. Why South Pars matters — A13¢ URf a1 Hgeaquf @l &

South Pars is the Iranian side of the giant South Pars-North Dome system shared with Qatar, and it is
widely regarded as part of the world's largest natural gas field — 3132/ GRS, @z & Trel [T faene
Ar3er GRf-ATef S = T G R , 3k 3 g & wed 92 wigsfad 1 8 o1 fEan A e 21

AP News +2
On the Qatari side, the same field is called the North Field/North Dome, which supports Qatar's LNG
dominance — a3t Ugl § A&t &7 ATef Wieg/ATef 51 Beatdar 8, 3 Bar Bt LNG WETHaT 7T 3R 81

AP News +1
Reuters reported that Iran holds about one-third of this shared field and uses most of its gas
domestically because sanctions and technical limits have constrained exports — JIed & AR WH
S TS 87 B AT Yob-fagrs fawar waan & 3k wfddei qen aabtd: dmia & eror 397 siftraeier ta
IUTE BT O IUANT BRAT I Fevters

3. What happened in the Gulf after that — 38 g @S &1 # a1 §31

Iran issued warnings about possible retaliation against energy infrastructure in Saudi Arabia, the UAE
and Qatar, and later strikes affected facilities linked to Gulf energy systems — 3 3 T3¢l 3’9, qTS
3R R P FHal o W AWIaa gfdeier B darat §, 3k arg A wEt Hait @3 & 52 fowm wifda gul

Reuters +1
Reuters reported extensive damage at Qatar’s Ras Laffan energy hub after Iranian missile attacks,
while the UAE also reported incidents at gas and oil facilities caused by falling debris from intercepted
missiles — ATeH & AR ! [HATSH EHeAl b d1G PR P IH (BT Holl g A ATID &fd g3, STafd
JuE 34t bt T TR & Hed @ 11 3z AT il W HeAIIN B FIAT N novvers
This means the conflict was no longer confined to Iran and Israel alone; it began threatening the wider
Gulf energy architecture — 33T 37¢f & {5 Tud dad S 3R sTRIeE aa Fifia 7&l @1, afes Q2 Frst
FHatl G B a2 W ST AT Rovters 1



4. Global energy impact — dfedes 331 T

Reuters reported Brent crude rising above $107-108 per barrel during the escalation, reflecting fears
of supply disruption — e & HTIR 3T d41d &b R e B dd BT HTT $107-108 Wid el & U= T,
it 3Mgfd Qe Y 3neidT B! fG@AT 81 revters

AP reported that fears around gas supply also pushed European gas prices higher — Qtt & HTAR e
SFE B AR fiaT 3 BRT A A A B A | 4o s

Because Gulf facilities process crude, condensate and LNG, attacks there can affect shipping,
refining, insurance, freight costs and downstream inflation across many countries — @iifds @1t & 3
&g B ad, dade 3R LNG Juifera &a €, safay agl gna 81 ur faifdm, g, dtar, arenarst 3k &8
2o & g1g &Y HETTS WIIfad B TBl Bl Rewters -

Extra historical, political, economic and geographical facts

5. Geographical facts — ¥iniifeies dea

South Pars lies off Iran’s southern coast in the Persian Gulf, near Asaluyeh in Bushehr province —
132 g E19 & gfgiont ae & I uferas e H, gAER Wid & IATAAE & & fAde R—IA 81 reuters

The gas field is offshore and shared by Iran and Qatar, making it a classic example of a transboundary
energy resource — g 11 &7 I1g ¥ A & 31k $A-oar gr avgn fan s €, safee ag JwWmR FHaf
HHTEA BT IHE IGEIVT 1 AP ows +1

The Persian Gulf itself is one of the most strategic hydrocarbon regions in the world — Gfefaa s =t

gﬁmﬁmmmﬁﬁﬁwgl Reuters +1



7. Historical significance — Rfdgifd® Agd

The Gulf region has long been central to global energy politics because of its oil and gas reserves and

export infrastructure — ad 31k 7 WeR der fAafd e & BRuT @TE 87 dd AT A Aedd IHaif Asifd &
a’_s‘\'?ETél Reuters +1

Repeated tensions involving sanctions, tanker incidents and regional rivalries have historically made
this area highly sensitive — Ufdeel, 23 g1l 31k &=ta ufdgfgarsit A efagde ®u 3 37 &3 &' 3r’id
AT TAR—T 1 Reuters +

The present episode fits that broader pattern: strategic resources become targets when geopolitical

confrontation escalates — adHT TeAT 341 @MU de | fioe dadl €, oW -IsiHifdd cha g6 IR
mWﬁQWWgI Reuters +2

8. Political significance — IsT+ifdd Hed

Energy infrastructure in the Gulf is not just an economic asset; it is also a tool of deterrence, pressure
and signaling in regional conflict — JTS} @1 Ha1f @iaT Baw 3nfeles Jufd A&T, gfcds &t Jas & ufdre,
GaTd 3R TAQA A BT ATEAHT 1 reuters +1

When Iran threatens or strikes sites in Qatar, Saudi Arabia or the UAE, the message reaches not only
these states but also global importers such as India, China, Japan and Europe — 379 339 &3, I3al
3RG AT YTS b fEHHI BT EHDBIAT AT AT 7T £, A T2l Badl 34 AT ddb Al dfcds MR, T, ST 3R
R 51 s AATdD! b HE Ugaar 81 reuters +2

The killing of a senior Iranian intelligence figure also shows that the confrontation has become
leadership-centric, not just infrastructure-centric — fasat aRss 31 Fftsam iferbRY &bt g Ig vt
feadt & fh cohia Bact aRIAAT-Pbigd &l, fcth Agcad-dbigd M ETTBI R AP news




9. Economic significance — 31fefe Age

Iran is OPEC's third-largest oil producer, according to Reuters’ March 2026 infrastructure overview —
Iged &Y AT 2026 IaTRaAT RUIE & AR S 3P BT dRT T3 9871 A IATEH Bl revters

Reuters also reported that Iran exports most of its crude via Kharg Island through the Strait of
Hormuz, showing how tightly production and maritime security are linked — ey A Ig Wi garn f&
& 3T HfSwier e aw grst Anf & @nf ga & sk fAafa &war 8, G g 3k amght JRan & 1R
Tae e g1d gl Routers

Any prolonged disruption in the Gulf can increase global fuel costs, shipping costs and inflationary
pressure, especially in energy-importing countries — et & ¥ it aren dfeaes geq wra, forfan wrma
3R HEMTE P gaTa B! 9T bl &, fAdTE FHAT-ATdD N ’1  rovters -

Important exam facts

South Pars and North Dome are two sides of the same giant gas field shared by Iran and Qatar —
T13e Uty Wﬁd@né?ﬁ ﬁmmmﬁquéﬁenﬁﬂa AP AERE wrew o

South Pars is on the Iranian side, while North Dome/North Field is on the Qatari side — T3/ URf $3t
&= | 8, STafds Atef Sm/Avef Bies wadt RR A1 v vews

Strait of Hormuz connects the Persian Gulf with the Gulf of Oman and the Arabian Sea — ¥¢ 3iT®
Erfst ufera= s &Y e 36 3T 3R IR ATR A SASATRI us Enersy infor.

It lies between Iran and Oman — Ig S 3R AMA S T RRITBI  us. enoray infor

Ras Laffan in Qatar is one of the world’s most important LNG hubs — memgﬁmaim

WLNGW‘}@W?' Reuters +1



* Consider the following statements — 2B TRRIG ¢ § DS UBICHRI S &7k S

* South Pars gas field is located on the Iranian side of a gas field shared with Qatar — Gd& @ g%l
3 BT T G B, SSCHIREHC U

* The Strait of Hormuz lies between Iran and Oman — 3% © 0 UEAEF THE > TS SSleq Ho U

* Ras Laffan is a major inland oilfield of Saudi Arabia — 38 JTS ©F & U0 SIS & oA =T
o5 V%

* Which of the statements given above are correct? — &¢ #PILSAT -&S ©F gURUIW

A.land 2 only — S5-I 1> 2

B. 2and3on|y—§3§lﬁ2}’6f 3

C. 1and3on|y—§§'§|€f1}€f 3

D.1,2and3 —1,27Y 3
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India showing steady progress in reducing
child deaths amid slowing global gains: report

i Shaja n

NEW DELHI

An estimated 4.9 million
children died before their
fifth birthday in 2024
worldwide, including 2.3
million newborns, accord-
ing to the latest estimates
released by a UN report on
child mortality. The re-
port, released on Wednes-
day, said that most of these
deaths were preventable
with proven, low-cost in-
terventions, and access to
quality healthcare.

The report titled “Levels
and Trends in Child Mor-
tality” added that under-
five deaths globally have
fallen by more than half
since 2000. However,
since 2015, this pace has
slowed by more than 60%.

However, India is
among the countries de-
monstrating steady pro-
gress in reducing child

mortality through sus-
tained public health ef-
forts. The latest United Na-
tions Inter-Agency Group
for Child Mortality Estima-
tion (UNIGME) Report,
2025 states that the status
of neonatal mortality rate
reduction in India has
shown progress.

The Union Health Minis-
try added that India, over
the past two decades, has
played a pivotal role in re-
ducing child mortality in
the South Asia region.

The Ministry, in its re-
lease, said that the Neona-
tal Mortality Rate (NMR)
recorded a decline since
1990. In 1990, India had an
NMR of 57 per 1,000 live
births, which fell to 17 in
2024.

Also, the Under-5 Mor-
tality Rate (USMR) wit-
nessed a sharp fall - in
1990, the USMR stood at
127 per 1,000 live births,

Under-5 deaths dropped from
127 per 1,000 live births in 1990
to 27 in 2024.

while in 2024, it declined
to 27.

“This sharp reduction is
due to targeted public
health interventions, im-
proved institutional deliv-
ery systems, and expanded
immunisation coverage,”
the Ministry said.

The UN report found
that an estimated 2.1 mil-
lion children, adolescents,

and youth - in the age
group of 524 - died in
2024. Infectious diseases
and injuries remain lead-
ing causes among younger
children, while self-harm is
the leading cause among
girls aged 15 to 19, and road
traffic injuries among boys.
“This year’s report for
the first time estimates
deaths directly caused by
severe acute malnutrition.
It found more than
1,00,000 children aged 1-
59 months - or 5% — died
from it in 2024. The toll is
far greater when indirect
effects are considered, as
malnutrition weakens chil-
dren’s immunity and in-
creases their risk of dying
from common childhood
diseases,” the report by
the UNIGME states.
Mortality data also fre-
quently fail to capture sev-
ere acute malnutrition as
an underlying cause of

death, suggesting the bur- it

den is likely substantially
underestimated. Some of
the countries with the
highest numbers of direct
deaths from severe acute
malnutrition include Pakis-
tan, Somalia, and Sudan.

Newborn deaths ac-
count for nearly half of all
under-five deaths. Leading
causes of newborn deaths
were complications from
preterm birth (36%), and
complications during la-
bour and delivery (21%).

Beyond the first month,
infectious diseases, includ-
ing malaria, diarrhoea,
and pneumonia were ma-
jor Kkillers. Malaria re-
mained the single largest
killer in this age group
(17%), with most deaths oc-
curring in endemic areas
of sub-Saharan Africa.

In 2024, sub-Saharan
Africa accounted for 58%
of all under-five deaths.



1. Main report finding — q%a Rl fAspy

e India is showing steady progress in reducing child deaths, even as global improvement in child
mortality is slowing down — WRd 9Td & & BH &34 A @aR wiTfd {3 381 €, sTafds dfeads TRk iR 91
g & geR Y 1ifd et ug 3 21

e The report says about 4.9 million children died before their fifth birthday worldwide in 2024,
including 2.3 million newborns — RUTE & AR 2024 | faeaR A &1 4.9 fafaa= gl ot gt ayf &bt
IY F Ugot HG &3, 57 2.3 fafda Fasima enfAc

* Most of these deaths were said to be preventable through proven, low-cost interventions and better

access to quality healthcare — g0 & 3ifeiesier Aid Aepemy A gd1s TS &, AfS THIfOTd, BH-ATd 3UTT
3R dgaR WReA AT Iucte &l

2. Global trend — df2de SgmH
« Under-five deaths globally have fallen by more than half since 2000 — a¥ 2000 & g1 dfedd TR W
Uia oy A BH 311 &b g bt G 38 A 3ifeip Te qh! 2|
« However, since 2015, the pace of decline has slowed by more than 60% — @fdsa 2015 & 1€ fiRTae &t
fd 60% & 3ifeiep &ftvt ug s 2|

e This means progress is continuing, but not fast enough to meet child survival goals comfortably —

=T 3 ¢ o6 wrifd SRt 8, UR dTeT-3ita 281 @183} &) ATt & U fSid-t ast &l 21



3. India’s performance — HRd &1 Ugefq

e India is among the countries showing steady progress in reducing child mortality through sustained

public health efforts — WRd 3 2t A & 3 fARaR STH-TReY YT} & ATEIH A 9T o &R BH B | R
yifd fézm 28 2

e Qver the past two decades, India has played a major role in reducing child mortality in South Asia —

I gl gere! & WRa A gferor TR & a1 J] &H 634 B Agayquf YT fAvrs 81
e The report highlights improvement in both Neonatal Mortality Rate (NMR) and Under-5 Mortality

Rate (USMR) — R4I¢ A qastd 5] &2 (NMR) 3R uTa a9 & W 31 5] &2 (USMR) g1 # JeR g
T8l

4. India’s neonatal mortality reduction —YRd & 9d31Td < &R A fiR1ae
» India's Neonatal Mortality Rate declined from 57 per 1,000 live births in 1990 to 17 in 2024 — YRRd

o qa5TTd Hg &R 1990 A wfd 1,000 Siifdd 57 R 57 & e 2024 H 17 & TS|
e This reflects long-term improvement in maternal and newborn health systems — Jg HIq Td FdsiTd

TR a7 H bl JER B galfar 8

e Better institutional deliveries, immunisation and targeted public health interventions are seen as major

reasons — SgaR TARIMTA YT, SIBIEHT 3R FAfeid ST-TaReT XY DB YHH BRUT HA T &



5. India’s under-5 mortality reduction — WRd A uTd a¥f & HH 3 JI &R | fRk1ae
e India's Under-5 Mortality Rate fell sharply from 127 per 1,000 live births in 1990 to 27 in 2024 —
YR &1 UTd a9 & BH 311 §g &2 1990 A ufd 1,000 3itfdd 37+ IR 127 I gca 2024 A 27 @ TS|
« This is a major public health achievement over three decades — Jg dl grdh A IrdaifAcs TR &b g3t

Iuafe gl

e The fall suggests stronger immunisation, better child healthcare access and improved survival in early

childhood — Ig fiRTae 31feies StaTanRuT, dgaR a1 TR 4T3t 3R 53Mdt gau+ H 9¢t sitfda g4 &
TTaAT B golfdt &1

6. Why India improved — WRd # &R <=1 g31T
 The article attributes this decline to targeted public health interventions — ®%l & AR g3 fiRTac &1
U BRUT Aferd ST9-TRed g e £
« It also mentions improved institutional delivery systems — S HRIMTd Udd YOTTet A JYER BT HT
3o &l
« Expanded immunisation coverage has also been an important factor — SlaTdR0T Bwast &1 fasar Hi

U HEcaquf BRUT IET &

« Together, these steps reduced preventable deaths among newborns and young children — g9 34t

BSHI A TdSTTal 3R B2 g 7 AT 5T AhA dieil Aidl bt b fabar|



7. Child and youth deaths beyond age 5 — uTa ¥ & 3R gt 31k gaait &t g

An estimated 2.1 million children, adolescents and youth aged 5-24 years died in 2024 — 2024 ®
5-24 a9 3 a1 &b @ 2.1 fAfdaa g, faseiRY stk garsi &t gy g8

Among younger children, infectious diseases and injuries remained leading causes — &H 311 & d<il
¥ "ehmas A1 3R TIE U BRUTIA B

Among girls aged 15-19, self-harm was the leading cause — 15-19 a¥ @&t aisfdal A self-harm THH
BRUTIETI

Among boys, road traffic injuries were major causes — @8®| A ¥ gHEATS YHAE BRUN | & |

8. Malnutrition as a hidden killer — GUIYUT Teb f&UT §31T BRUT

For the first time, the report estimates deaths directly caused by severe acute malnutrition — Ugat
gR RUTE A iR dtar utsor & Tt g arelt /idl & 3ndser fdar 21

It estimates that over 100,000 children aged 1-59 months, or around 5%, died from it in 2024 —
RU1E & AR 2024 A 1-59 HIE 3G &b 1 @™ A 3fers gz, I AT 5%, Bt g 33 g8

The report suggests the real burden may be higher because malnutrition is often missed as an
underlying cause of death — RU¢ Tdsa gdt & fas arafded digr 39 318 & JabdT 8, Rilfds HUNUT Bi
HRR A b Hol BRUT b FY H G Al (T SATdT|

Malnutrition weakens immunity and raises the risk of death from common childhood diseases —

PUIYOT T UfARIEId &IHAT BT BH Bdl & 3R JTHIRT a1 AT A J] BT SEH derdT &l



9. Major causes of newborn deaths — FdsITd § & THE BRUT

10.

Newborn deaths account for nearly half of all under-5 deaths — 7asTTd J] Gl Ura a¥ d &H 311 Hial
T AT 3MMEN &= 8|

The leading cause was complications from preterm birth (36%) — UH ®RUT FHAYL 5T &bl
Sfeean (36%) off|

The second major cause was complications during labour and delivery (21%) — G331 YHH BRUT
g 31k 517 Ufepan & SR sIfeaant (21%) |

This shows that maternal healthcare and safe delivery systems are critical to reducing neonatal
mortality — 39 T & & I3 §g G BH B & oig A TR 3R JRfeTd J9d a1 3icid 3aad
gl

Major causes after the newborn stage — Fd=Td 31df€l & d1g I &b THH BRUT

After the first month, major killers included malaria, diarrhoea and pneumonia — Ug@ Hglq & d1q
UHE BRUN § Hafar, stafan 3k fAmfaar enfia &1

Malaria remained the single largest killer in this age group at 17%, mostly in endemic regions of sub-
Saharan Africa — 83 3] @71 A HARAT 17% & 1] TGA 931 Tl BRUT 8T, fdddh 3U-TERT 3T &
1A &= A

This underlines the link between child survival, public health systems and disease control
programmes — Jg dTd-31ta &1, ST7-IaRe a=elT 3R I fA=01 BRIGHY & o Jder Bl IFifded Bdr
2l



11. Regional pattern — &3 de

In 2024, sub-Saharan Africa accounted for 58% of all under-5 deaths — 2024 & 39-HgRI 3%hIdbT &
$dl UTd a9 J BH AT Hidl BT 58% &3f g3l

Countries with high direct deaths from severe acute malnutrition included Pakistan, Somalia and
Sudan — TR dig Gulvr F 31t gier Alal ata goif & utfdsar, drfaar 3ik geM enfid 2

This shows that child mortality is closely linked with poverty, food insecurity, weak health systems and

conflict — 3T T & fd a1 Hog TR, JTeT 3R e, BHSIR WRY a7 3R Jod J 1es A 38t &1

Extra facts important for exam

12. Key concepts — Wi 3[dEMRUMG

Neonatal Mortality Rate means deaths within the first 28 days of life per 1,000 live births — 9d3iTd
g &2 BT 31f & Sl & uga 28 AT & vlar ufd 1,000 sfifdd 5771 0R €17 areit Hid |

Under-5 Mortality Rate means the probability of dying before age five per 1,000 live births — ute T
A BH ARG HI R BT 7 & Uig 9 B 3G J Igat Jog bt JHTaET, 9fd 1,000 Sifdd 577 & 3MeR R

Child mortality is a major indicator of a country’s public health, nutrition and maternal care system

— 9T §g &R fdat oI 6 STH-TaRed, iNoT 3R HIq 3T &JdRell &1 YHH Jdhddb &l



Consider the following statements — fA=fafaEd weMT RR fdar Hifsg:

1. India’s Neonatal Mortality Rate declined from 57 per 1,000 live births in 1990 to 17 in 2024 — YRd &1
FI5Td HJ &2 1990 A 57 A gear 2024 H 17 A1 TS|

2. India’s Under-5 Mortality Rate declined from 127 per 1,000 live births in 1990 to 27 in 2024 — YRd &1
U 99 J BH 31 g &2 1990 7 127 A g 2024 | 27 B TS|

3. Newborn deaths account for only one-fourth of all under-5 deaths — Ad3Td H] $t Uld a8 J BH 311

Hidl BT dbad Th-aters e gl

Which of the statements given above are correct? — 3uad ' & BI-3 B T&l 87
A.1and 2 only — dad 1 3R 2

B. 2 and 3 only — &dd 2 3R 3

C.1and 3 only — &da 1 3R 3

D.1,2and3—1,23R 3
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NCERT book ban, a chapter on judicial transparency

ax Boot, former Features Editor of
The Wall Street Journal, authored the
seminal study on the United States
Judiciary, *Out of Order: Arrogance,
Corruption, and Incompetence on the Bench’
(1998). Robert H. Bork, former Solicitor General
of the United States, wrote the foreword to it with
a striking conclusion — “Our Courts are behaving
badly and the public, to the degree it can be
brought to understand that, will exert force for
reform, a reform that must be structural as well
as intellectual and moral”

He observed that the book's subtitle sums up a
system in distress. The book underscores the
critical role that the media and citizens must play
while dealing with the judicial institution ina
democracy.

In February this year, the Supreme Court of
India, faulting what it felt as selective reference to
corruption within the judiciary, directed “a
complete blanket ban"on a Class eight social
science textbook published by the National
Council of Educational Research and Training
(NCERT). The three-judge Bench, presided over
by the Chief Justice of India, further alluded to
“an underlying agenda to undermine the
institutional authority and demean the dignity of
the judiciary”™.

The Court subsequently ordered that the
persons responsible for preparing the passages
should be ‘disassociated' from future projects by
governments and public universities. The Court
thus instantly punished them, without due
process or hearing. The prohibition by the Court
is problematic as it sends critical signals about the
shape of India’s democracy today.

What appears to have annoyed the Bench were
the passages in the book on judicial delay and
corruption in judiciary. As per the news report
cited by the Court, the textbook has data on the
approximate number of pending cases in Indian
courts, It refers to the Bangalore Principles of
Judicial Conduct, which prescribe values for
judicial life, It also discusses the in-house
procedures evolved by the Supreme Court and
the constitutional mechanism for the removal of
errant judges.

An undermining of freedom

By itself, a book ban is the most egregious form of
censorship. Such a move directly impacts the
right to freedom of speech under Article 19, a
solemn promise in the Constitution. This right
could be restricted only by a law made by the

is a lawyer in the
Supreme Court
of India

Thulasi K. Raj

is 3 lawyer in the
Supreme Court
of India

The top court’s
ban on

an NCERT
texthook
€xXposes gaps

in judicial
accountability
and public trust

state on grounds expressly provided under
Article 19(2), such as “the sovereignty and
integrity of India, the security of the state,
friendly relations with foreign states, public
order, decency or morality, or in relation to
contempt of court, defamation, or incitement to
an offence”. There is no law made by the state to
justify the ban on the book in question, Judicial
orders or judgments do not come under the
realm of ‘law” made by the state, as understood in
the context of Article 19 (Naresh Shridhar
Mirajkar vs State of Maharashtra, 1966).

For an act to amount to contempt of court,
there must be material that scandalises the
authority of the court or prejudices or interferes
with judicial proceedings or the administration of
Jjustice, as defined under Section 2(c) of the
Contempt of Courts Act, 1971, Whether mere
references to corruption in the judiciary and case
backlogs meet this high threshold for criminal
contempt was a question that, unfortunately, did
not form part of the Court’s deliberations. What
was also not examined was whether the
statements were too general in nature to suggest
any malicious intent to scandalise the Court.

Further, and importantly, going by the scheme
of judicial review, courts must put to
constitutional scrutiny the law passed by
Parliament often violating fundamental rights.
When the courts take on the task of book
banning, citizens are left without remedy, as
constitutional courts are the last resort to

safeguard fundamental rights.

Global efforts

In advanced democracies, the credibility of the
court is a matter of concern, primarily for the
court itself. Transparency International has
conducted a number of surveys that show that
there is a prevailing notion about judicial
corruption. Judiciaries acrass the world have
made efforts to address this problem. In Kenya,
the reforms led by Chief Justice Willy Mutunga,
between 2011 and 2013, are an illustrative
example. During this period, institutions such as
judicial ombudspersons, court users’
committees, and performance management
committees were established.

By 2013, public trust in Kenya in the judiciary
had risen to 61%, compared to 27% in 2009. The
reforms continued even thereafter. This
happened only by acknowledging the issues and
trying to address them, rather than suppressing
critical voices.

In India, the courts including the top court
have acknowledged the menace of delay and
corruption. Judges have repeatedly warned about
the ‘bad apples’ within the system. The very
existence of the in-house Procedure indicates the
possibility that a minuscule number of judges
may breach their cath.

In K. Veeraswami vs Union Of India And Others
(1991), the Court categorically held that judges of
the High Courts and the Supreme Court fall
within the definition of “public servant™ for the
purposes of prosecution under the Prevention of
Corruption Act, while also cautioning against the
potential for misuse of this provision by the
executive, The Court also said: “We consider that
the society’s demand for honesty in a judge is
exacting and absolute. The standards of judicial
behaviour, both on and off the Bench, are
normally extremely high. For a Judge to deviate
from such standards of honesty and impartiality
is to betray the trust reposed on him. No excuse
or no legal relativity can condone such betrayal.
From the standpoint of justice, the size of the
bribe or scope of corruption cannot be the scale
for measuring a judge’s dishonour. A single
dishonest judge not only dishonours himself and
disgraces his office but jeopardises the integrity
of the entire judicial system.”

The need for introspection

Therefore, the need to eradicate corruption and
delay is also in the best interest of the judiciary. In
the interim order directing the book ban, the
Court also pointed out that the “book also
chooses not to delve into any of the

ploneered by this Court towards overhauling legal
aid mechanisms and streamlining the ease of
access to justice”, Not addressing all
counterarguments might render an opinion
potentially incomplete, Yet, that is no reason for
banning the view expressed. If the exercise of
free speech is required to follow a particular
form, the right itself becomes illusory. During
Judicial deliberations, nobody pointed out that
the judiciary, like other organs of the state, must
be open to dissent and reform.

The first step in fighting systemic problems
such as corruption — whether in the executive or
the judiciary — is acknowledging it. After all, it is
imperative to curb all kinds of corruption and
that civil soclety is educated about the
institutional challenges. A court that continuously
reforms itself is the bedrock of any democracy,




1. Central issue of the article — @& &1 &I Hgl

« The article argues that banning an NCERT chapter on judicial transparency raises serious concerns
about free speech, accountability and democratic openness — ®& &1 dd® & fb =nfae urRgferdr uw?
anenfiad NCERT 31earmay R wfdaer @1 sifiearfad ot Faddr, STardeel 3R didbdifad Jaud uR TR Wed &3
a2l

= |t says that criticism of delay, corruption and opacity in the judiciary should not automatically be
treated as an attack on the dignity of courts — g3 &gl a1 & {6 =mauifare 7 28, yerR 3k
HURGIRAAT &Y AT B Td: HGTeTd B TRHAT UR EHEAT 481 HIHAT ST AT

» The larger concern is whether institutions become stronger through suppression of criticism or
through reform and introspection — @81 W2 Ag & b WY AT ga | HaTgd &rdl & a1 IeTHeA 3R

HER A
2. Background of the controversy — faarg &t gsyfa

* The article refers to the Supreme Court’s interim direction against a Class 8 NCERT social science
textbook chapter that discussed corruption and delays in the judiciary — @& ® 39 3iafie fAder &1
Ieord & o vty B¢ A w5 8 6t NCERT wIfSias a3 Yeads & 39 3ream ur 3yrufe siarg fSram
=MauifaeT § R 3R 33 &1 Iewd ol

+ The Court reportedly found the treatment selective and broad enough to undermine institutional
authority — 31gTeid 3 ®feid U & & TIATHS 3R $a1 29 HAT fb 3T} TRMTd AHfEPR HHAR &
Jbdr gl

* The article criticises not only the ban but also the direction that the persons who prepared those
passages should be kept away from future projects — @& Faa Ufdats &bt g A8, afees 37 3ielf B darR
B ATt Afaat Y wiaer Y uRaisrnait J srenT @ st fgen-fAder &t Wt aneaan &ar 21



3. Main argument of the author — @& &1 Y& ddb

The author argues that a book ban is one of the harshest forms of censorship — @& &1 db & fs
QR R fdee SIRMRT BT Jad BoR U 2|
In a democracy, discussing judicial delay, corruption and accountability should be part of civic

education, not something to be hidden — @idda | =TI 23, yeeraR 3R sTaegt R =i anmfies farem
o1 fgxar g1t anfeg, 7 o feurs s aret ard|

Citizens and students should understand institutions realistically, including their strengths and

weaknesses — AR 3R faenferay w1 Jzemail Y 39T fordat 3k BrHNRAY Afgd Feref vu & FrgE
aqfET|

Constitutional and legal angle — Taenfaes 37 fafere gar

4. Freedom of speech issue — 31y ard &1 Td=dT BT A

The article connects the ban with Article 19(1)(a), which protects freedom of speech and expression
— A 3 Ufdee B 3edg 19(1)(a) A Siigar 8, 3 a1 3R sificafad &t Tad=ar & & &al &

It argues that restrictions on this freedom can be imposed only on grounds specifically allowed under
Article 19(2) — 33 &gl T & foh 3T TdadT R fdees dbadt 3rqede 19(2) A fGu g fady amemry wr g
ST ST JhelT &

According to the article, mere criticism of institutional flaws does not automatically fit within those

narrow exceptions — @ & AR TR BIHAT B A ATATIAT Wd: 39 HifFd rgargl A 4g 3idt



5. Contempt of court angle — 3IdATAAT T U&

The article notes that for something to amount to contempt, there should be a real tendency to
scandalise the court or obstruct the administration of justice — @& BgdT & fob forat a1d Y 3rarT=T
HAA & T HGTAd BT GATH BRA IT =TT YRAMTHA A G187 I~ 637 bl dRdfdds Ui gt a1fgg|

It suggests that a general educational discussion on corruption or case backlog should not be
casually equated with contempt — 3IH Tdbd & fp Ue™R AT dfdd A UR I difers Taf &) Jgst

FU F HTHAT 91 gl ST ITfEx |
The author sees the issue as one of overreaction rather than genuine judicial protection — ®&& g3

AMAep TI&IUT bl dRAfdd 2T bdT A 3ferep fdufafchar o1 ATHAT AT 21

6. Judicial review and institutional balance — =I1fdi® YRIaw I 3iR TRMTA Tde-

The article points out an important irony: courts often review laws passed by Parliament in the name
of constitutional rights, but when criticism is directed at courts, the space for scrutiny narrows — @3
T HEcdqUT faSeT 9ardT &: 31gTdd 3RR JTE GRT §ATT 7Y BIAI bt Tdefids waitet R JHie Bdl &,
WA STa SATATTAT HGTAd] bl AR STTdl 8, dd FHIGHT b1 T[Tl AP fdd gl 3iret 2|

This raises a deeper constitutional question about accountability of all institutions, including the
judiciary — T @ TTERT JAeNAds WA 3547 & b IRIdIfeidsT Afgd It TRemaff & staeegt b gfAafeda
gl



Consider the following statements — fA=fafaEd &M@ WR faar Hifsg:

1. Article 19(1)(a) of the Constitution guarantees freedom of speech and expression — Ifded &1 31‘:],?23'2{
19(1)(a) @Teh 3R ificafar &Y Tad=dT Bt TREt T 2|
2. Contempt of court is one of the grounds on which reasonable restrictions may be imposed under
Article 19(2) — RITRITA &Y AHMAAT 37 MR A A TP & 579 W 3 Be 19(2) &b dgd gfaadd wfdaes
TTTRIT ST FebaT &1
3. Judicial accountability and judicial independence are always mutually exclusive and cannot coexist in
a democracy — =i STargaa! 3R =AM FTadadl g2l Teh-gaR & faudtd gt 8 31k wiid= & A1 &
Il Abdl
Which of the statements given above are correct? — 3ufad ' & HBI7-3 B &t &2
A.1and 2 only — &aa 1 3R 2
B. 2 and 3 only — &da 2 3R 3
C.1and 3 only — &aa 13iR 3
D.1,2and3—1,2 3R 3
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Cabinet okays 3¥33,660-cr. BHAVYA
plan for 100 industrial parks by °32

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet ap-
proved the Bharat Audyo-
gik Vikas Yojna (BHAVYA),
with an allocation of
333,660 crore for the deve-
lopment of 100 ‘plug-and-
play’ industrial parks
across the country.

The aim was to create
100 “future ready” indus-
trial parks integrated with
the PM GatiShakti to make
use of the latter’s multi-
modal connectivity and
last-mile access.

“These parks will set
new benchmarks in indus-
trial infrastructure, ensur-
ing reliability, reducing in-

CM

Manufacturing boost: KINFRA integrated industrial park in Kerala.
K. K. MUSTAFAH. (FOR REPRESENTATIONAL PURPOSE ONLY)

efficiencies and enhancing
productivity across sec-
tors,” the government said.

As per Department for
Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade Secretary
Amardeep Singh Bhatia,

the scheme’s duration
would be for six years
starting 2026-27. The first
phase would see 50 parks
being set up.

The minimum land
need for the parks would

be 100 acre in most cases,
and 25 acre for industrial
parks in hilly or North East-
ern States. The maximum
size is 1,000 acre.

States, pvt. sector

While the Union govern-
ment will provide up to 1
crore per acre, the scheme
is meant to involve State
governments as well as the
private sector.

“At the heart of BHAVYA
lies a strong push for de-
regulation and ease of do-
ing business, with stream-
lined approvals, effective
single-window  systems,
and investor-friendly re-
forms led by States,” the
government said.



1. Main decision — & fqufg

» The Union Cabinet has approved the Bharat Audyogik Vikas Yojana (BHAVYA) with an outlay of
233,660 crore — ot HiFHSH A WRd 3iteifies faswra AT (BHAVYA) &Y 33,660 H1S & UIdET &b
[Tl HRl G 2

* The plan aims to develop 100 plug-and-play industrial parks across the country by 2032 — 83
ST BT 322 2032 db 22T B 100 plug-and-play industrial parks fdafad &1 &1

« The scheme is meant to create future-ready industrial infrastructure — Jg A1 HfdsT-3+H
3itefiies sraeaT dUR & & fag g1 78 21

2. Purpose of the scheme — A15141 &1 382

» The article says the parks will be integrated with PM GatiShakti to improve multimodal connectivity

and last-mile access — @& & 3IIAR & Uh! bl PM GatiShakti & 31T ST difds HecHISH dAfdefdac!
3R last-mile access 48R & IA®|

e The broader aim is to improve industrial efficiency, productivity and infrastructure quality — &J®
3227 3iteNfiies gardT, 3dEdar 3R raRTAT &l Ut B T &1

« These parks are expected to set new benchmarks in industrial infrastructure — g9 3iteifiies urpf &
3iteifiies 3ra=AT & AQ "D RUd g1 6 3rder g1



3. Time period and implementation — IHATEE 31k foharaaa

 The scheme will run for six years starting from 2026-27 — Ig A1 2026-27 & F BB B a8l db

Bl
o In the first phase, 50 parks are planned to be set up — Uga @RUT & 50 UTdh RAfUd fbY S &1 YdTd &
e The full target is to complete 100 parks by 2032 — [T @& 2032 da 100 UTh dIR HA BT &l

4. Land requirement — Yfd 3Taeaesdr
« The minimum land requirement for most industrial parks will be 100 acres — 31f€rasier 3iteNfiies UTehf &

g =IAaw | 3raadsar 100 Tdsg anfl|
e For hilly and North-Eastern States, the minimum size will be 25 acres — UgTs! 3ik ImR-ydf It & fag

FAdH THBR 25 Tdhg T AT |
« The maximum size of a park can go up to 1,000 acres — f&dt Ut &1 3ifeipdd 3MTHR 1,000 THS db

& JhdT 2

5. Funding pattern and participation — faauisor 3 vmiterRt
« The Union government will provide support of up to 1 crore per acre — &g IRHR 1 HIS Ufd Tdhs

db JETAdT it

« The scheme is designed to involve State governments as well as the private sector — IJg JSTAT1 I5A
WHRI 3R [ & Y B urfieRt & forg a41g 78 1

« This indicates a shared development model rather than a purely centralised one — 393 W< & {5 Ig
T aRE Pelpd el afcas AT fahry Aise WR 3mend A &1



7. What is a plug-and-play industrial park — plug-and-play industrial park &1 gldr 2
« A plug-and-play industrial park is an industrial area where basic infrastructure such as roads, power,
water, drainage and often ready-built factory space is already available — plug-and-play industrial
park 23 3iteNfies & gar 8 5Tel ag®, fasrat, urt, 3357 3k &€ aR AR factory space St genga gfaend

Uge & IUe gt 2

« This reduces the time taken by industries to begin production — 388 J&T & IATGH [F B A @1
qTAT FHY HH §1 AT 21

« Such parks help attract investment because initial setup hurdles are reduced — B3 Ut fRder anesfaa
B A YIS 21d & aiife B TAT 2T Haeht sfsrgal &H g sirdt 21

8. Why industrial parks matter — 3iteiifiies urdhs Y wgeaquf &
« Industrial parks support manufacturing growth, job creation and regional development — 3ifzifiias
urds fAwfor 8= &Y gfg, A5 gai 3k &t G &) gerar 3a &
« They help cluster industries together, which improves logistics and lowers costs — & 3&T &I Tab A
R IfEd BRa &, R eifefeay dgaz gt & 3k @vma gedt 21

« They also encourage supply-chain linkages and ancillary industries — & supply-chain linkages 3i?

JErS I &) Wl vicafed & 2
9. Link with Indian economy — MR 37efarazen & dae

» Industrial infrastructure is an important part of India’s effort to boost manufacturing
competitiveness — 3it&lfiies 37aT=T WA & manufacturing competitiveness @ 4317 & WA &1
Heayof F= gl

« Better industrial parks can improve exports, employment and investment climate — dgaR 3ffeifiie
urds fAafa, AR 3k fAder ararazor &) R Ted 2

* Integration with logistics systems such as PM GatiShakti can reduce transport delays and transaction

costs — PM GatiShakti 33 @ifsifea® aral & 3g1a uRag fada 3k @87 @nTd &) HH B2 Jobdi &l



BHAVYA stands for Bharat Audyogik Vikas Yojana — BHAVYA &1 quf &0 WRd 3iteifiies fasry dismr
i

Total outlay is ¥33,660 crore — & WA 233,660 B3 &1

Target is 100 industrial parks by 2032 — @&J 2032 da 100 3itafiies urh 21

Scheme duration is six years from 2026-27 — A1 &t 31dfel 2026-27 A Bg a9 &1

First phase will see 50 parks — Uga TRUT H 50 YT g4 ST |

Minimum land is 100 acres, but 25 acres for hilly and North-Eastern States — =[7dH 4fA 100 Ta®s €,
STafds ugTet 3k ITR-gdf st & feg 25 TS 2|

Maximum size is 1,000 acres — 37f&i&5dH 31TBR 1,000 THS 2|

Central support is up to 1 crore per acre — Hgid JEIAT 1 BRAS Uid Ths ddb &l



Consider the following statements — fA=fafaid weAl UR faar Hifs:

1. BHAVYA aims to develop 100 plug-and-play industrial parks by 2032 — BHAVYA T o1& 2032 d& 100
plug-and-play industrial parks fasfad w1 2|

2. The minimum land requirement for all parks under the scheme is 100 acres without any exception —
AT & 3idria It a1t & foTg =gaam i 100 TS & 3R BIg 3marg &1 81

3. The scheme seeks to involve both State governments and the private sector — Ig JISTHT I IRBRI

3k fA=t &= Y HY urfieRt Trgdt 21

Which of the statements given above are correct? — 3uddd & & HI7-3 wF T&l &7
A.1and 3 only — &ad 1 3R 3

B.1and 2 only — &ad 1 3R 2

C.2and 3 only — &de 2 31k 3

D.1,2and3—1,23R 3



India Post — “24
Speed Post”
Service




Topic

Service Name

Launched By

Nature of Service

Delivery Timeline

Meaning of “D”

Objective

Target Users

Details (English)
24 Speed Post

Department of Posts, Ministry of
Communications

Premium, time-bound delivery
service

D+1 (Next-Day Delivery Guarantee)

Date of booking (dispatch day)

Faster, reliable delivery for urgent
consignments

Businesses, bulk users, priority
customers

FAK (ORE)
24 pF =B

SRR, GERINT - Tealtl &b

D+1 (R UTBSEY MCIEIME 36
USTER)

“D” 3T 2 B WA, 56 oG

Dl > HACE Sl H-TIeheh
EBPe TS

05759, 05 ZUB TU S8
ETEHE °F




Aspect

Coverage Area

Cities Included

Working Days

Parcel Limit

Service Type

Details (English)
Selected metro city pairs

Delhi, Mumbai, Bengaluru,
Chennai, Kolkata,
Hyderabad

Operates 7 days a week
(including Sundays)

Up to 5 kg weight

Suitable for lightweight &
urgent deliveries

BN COF)

%5 WE, BRE, GF,
SSRISded, BHEHKc

SIS 7 S (SPBIRH
) TEIS

PRE T 5 5B THERT
e T

UG TY oS TG 55
FS CEHD




Feature

Delivery Verification

Tracking

Transparency

Business Support
Billing

API Integration

Details (English)

OTP-based delivery
authentication

End-to-end tracking with
real-time alerts

Improves reliability and
visibility

“Book Now Pay Later
(BNPL)” facility
Centralised billing system

Supports digital logistics
integration

FER  COFE)

OTP S ¥k STkl G Sk S

BERT-SRT ? I 55 G5

ETERICSRT T O 35IC S Sgaled
0%eied G

BE SR ST SR

TF ST IS TTESI



Parameter
Delivery Time

Service Level
Guarantee

Refund

Target Users

Speed Post
2—3 days (approx.)

Standard
No strict guarantee

Limited conditions

General public

24 Speed Post

Guaranteed next-day
(D+1)

Premium
Guaranteed delivery
Full refund on delay

Businesses & urgent
users



Question

Consider the following statements —3S'FRRE o S B Y 2PICHT SSHFS:

1. 24 Speed Post guarantees next-day (D+1) delivery — IUTI &8 R UIBSET -3kl Se Uotle &ee O
2. The service is available across all rural areas of India — U G AEIRE  Fhekle WaT IS T

3. The maximum parcel weight allowed is 5 kg — ¥IRS oI TIGHRT oS O 3B TERNRT TH




William Dalrymple —
Mark Lynton History
Prize 2026



Topic

Award Winner

Awarded Book

Award Type

Prize Money

Administered By

Named After
Frequency

Core Criteria

Details (English)

William Dalrymple won the Mark
Lynton History Prize 2026

The Golden Road: How Ancient
India Transformed the World

Prestigious international award for
historical writing

Around $10,000 cash prize

Nieman Foundation + Columbia
University (J. Anthony Lukas Prize
Project)

Mark Lynton (noted publisher &
supporter of journalism)

Annual award

Combines research depth + literary
excellence

i L))
FRETIRT FESEET S TS SRHS
e s 2026 THed

g Jlesa7 35 g3 Ufve 3337
ZIHPIFS & Jos

BURES TH S SIS I IS
SR FKe TICEREHET BENGET

TUHT 10,000 TR 3 ¢
SRV

RIS [TEFELS + SRR
IHFTG (5 % FIG TF5S )

AN S

BT SRS (SMQY $39¢S TY
TaSIRRd gUIgE ) 35 SRT T

YT TR + GRS WA
ST GHEES




Aspect

Core Theme

Time Span

Geographic Spread

Main Argument

Key Sectors

Intellectual Contribution

Trade Role

Cultural Spread

Architecture Example

Details (English)

India’s role as a global knowledge &
cultural hub in ancient times

Covers influence over more than 1000
years

From Red Sea to Pacific Ocean

India was a major exporter of ideas,
culture, religion, and technology

Religion, trade, mathematics, art,
architecture

Spread of zero, numerals, knowledge
systems

India linked Roman, Southeast Asian
and Middle Eastern economies

Buddhism spread from India to East
Asia

Influence seen in Angkor Wat
(Cambodia)

BT, ()

SIcES ST Wk S5 WCT B
5T WS I ST E W
RIS

1000 3F 35 RS 5T THUHES
IBR T S5 ST UH

TR Y & ST WURGAYY ¢35
sshodl

SHEl SPICSTEd VWP, T T H
*3 %3 30 &% FIFT =

o, @3 sTe 7 v B FoEww
ST SR

T S S, oA -Fohh I I
T W-FHSE 2 WSS B TR
FE B B WS @3l PEI ©3
[ X=13]

SR



Area

Indian Ocean Trade

Soft Power

Religion Spread

Knowledge Transfer

Maritime Routes

Roman Trade

Cultural Syncretism

Terminology

Details (English)

Ancient India was central to Indian

Ocean trade network

India spread influence through culture,

not conquest

Buddhism, Hindu ideas spread to China,
Japan, Southeast Asia

Universities like Nalanda & Takshashila

attracted global scholars

Monsoon winds enabled trade routes

India exported spices, textiles; imported
gold

Indian culture merged with local cultures

abroad

"Golden Road" = cultural & intellectual

connectivity, not just trade

faaror (f&<h)

YT YRd &2 HERITR ATUR Acdd BT hg T
WRd A Fidpfde wiTa A fawr faar, fasa @
&l

dlg 3k &g faar @, simum, gfaror-gd efern
e ugd

ATeiar 3R qarferar A faeaz @ faemeff sma &

AHYA 13l 7 IHG FTIR Bl I g41=T1

HRd HITA, 95 fFafd 6=ar &1, JAT1 31a7d HdT
2T

WRAT F¥xpfd 3= Fxpfaal & arel fAfad g8

difge Jud &1 vdld &



Aspect

Profession

Known For

Famous Books

Role

Writing Style

Details (English)

Historian, author,
commentator

Writing on Indian history,
Mughals, colonial period

White Mughals, The Last
Mughal, The Anarchy, Return
of a King

Co-founder of Jaipur
Literature Festival

Combines storytelling + deep
historical research

BTN GPRE)

PEIRGSTY, TE S , HIGSTH

sheltledl STk , 8T
g9, > P S A £
TS

[BFs &F0, © THa &Y, ¢
SWE0, BEW O 0 2 360

rmm BRI 5
CUI-GKES

ngggﬂg+mms§m
5T KT




Question

Consider the following statements —3FRRE o S B Y 2PICHT SPF S

1. Mark Lynton History Prize is awarded annually for excellence in historical writing — 19T BENGET SpURES
BT SSAKIS SPeAFEIK aded U

2. “The Golden Road” highlights India’s role as a global exporter of culture and ideas — JUT @DS sl A
S WS Y S IS S5 T T N@decdbe UH

3. The prize is administered only by the Government of India — 0T BENVGET 57T Sl GEIS SIS YEESEI ded
G



Bhumika Shrestha —
Nepal’s First Transgender
Woman MP



Topic
Name

Country
Achievement

Year
Age
Background

Party/Entry

Details (English)
Bhumika Shrestha
Nepal

First transgender woman Member
of Parliament

2026
Around 37 years
LGBTQ rights activist

Elected under proportional
representation system

R, (PHe)
BT 3K
SEeRT

SESRI 56 EURE FHlao-sl TRURKT
o ©

2026
UUhy 37 AH
LGBTQ ¥R ST SIAHE oH

¢ BEPPS FIPPRE s{dk 5
oUle A3k o




Aspect

Political Significance

Regional Impact

Social Impact

Democratic Value

Symbolism

Details (English)

First-time representation of
transgender community in
Nepal’s Parliament

Major step for South Asia’s
inclusivity and diversity

Gives voice to marginalized
LGBTQ community

Strengthens participatory
democracy

Transition from legal
recognition to political
participation

HTR CPFE)

S T @D IHE Y
c‘oimd,l sd EUAu‘é i3]

TY EEBR od S T Wl

LGBTQ GHFIT T SRS
> S5 ed TH

oUlshle 66 oy S5 Mo [P
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3. Who is Bhumika Shrestha?

Aspect

Profession

Work Area

Key Issues Raised

Reputation

Details (English)

LGBTQ rights activist

Advocacy for dignity, equality and legal
rights

Discrimination, social acceptance, legal
rights

Known for consistent activism in Nepal

4. Political Context in Nepal

Aspect

Background

2025 Context

Governance Shift

Result

Details (English)

Entry followed political changes after
protests

Anti-corruption protests led to political
shift

Rise of reform-oriented leadership

Inclusion of underrepresented
communities

faazor (&2
LGBTQ fEiaR wriwdal

M, AT AR BHAT FAfEHERT B fag B

Wewra, amfsias wiefd, wrEt AfasRr

Aure ® afsha amnfsie srfedl & $9 7 ufEg

faazor (f&eh
SAAIdE geaa 3R faer weefAY & arg uder

2025 ® yeerar fadet sngiet & gar ufkad=

FeRard Aqa &1 357

dfaa anf &1 wfafifera aer



Nepal - LGBTQ Legal Progress (Very Important for Exam)

Aspect

Third Gender Recognition

Anti-Discrimination

Marriage Rights

Key Organisation

Regional Status

Details (English)

Recognised in citizenship documents
(2013)

Sexual orientation discrimination
banned (2007)

Supreme Court allowed registration of
same-sex marriages (2023,

progressive step)

Blue Diamond Society

Nepal is among most progressive in
South Asia on LGBTQ rights

faazor (<)
2013 ® AnTRdedr A dtaR fo &t Ji=ran

2007 A I rfifa=ma & 3R 9= veH
vfasfera

2023 ® I faarg Usiteszor &t 3rgAfd
(wrifaefie )

& SIHE FATget (LGBTQ I16A)

zferor gferm & LGBTQ 3ifeeR) & Ara &
AT 3ot qoi A



Country

Nepal

India

Pakistan

Bangladesh

Key Point (English)

Early recognition of third
gender

Recognised transgender
rights (NALSA judgment
2014)

Legal recognition but
limited representation

Third gender recognised but
social challenges remain

&Y AT GP%e)
CCGTE Y 5T STEmhS
IR o

NALSASSEHRT 2014 &
FETY PRSI T

SIwG THod, T GRie
UE YES  PIOPRE

BB 3% THled, EEN
GRS BRI




Question

Consider the following statements —3S'FRRE o S BH Y 2PICHT SHF S

1. Nepal recognised third gender identity in official documents before India — g 5 skl & TUIRE ceGtE
FH T SHLSIEE Thod B

2. Bhumika Shrestha is Nepal's first transgender Member of Parliament — RIS §F< =l Se Utk

FHE oY o N

3. Nepal does not allow any form of legal recognition for same-sex marriage — SRl XIT¥S 2B Se

% 4% F6 ST 56 SIS T ool SUR godl




HDFC Bank Chairman
Atanu Chakraborty Resigns



Topic

Person
Position

Event
Year
Reason

Nature

Details (English)
Atanu Chakraborty

Part-time Chairman & Independent
Director, HDFC Bank

Resignation
2026
Ethical concerns

Immediate effect

BEEN  GORG)

R e®I g5 Al
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2. Reason Behind Resignation

Aspect Details (English)

Core Reason Ethical differences with bank practices

Statement Practices not aligned with personal values

Transparency No other material reasons cited

Governance Impact Raises concerns about corporate
governance

3. Interim Appointment

Aspect Details (English)

Authority Approved by RBI

Purpose Ensure continuity in leadership
Duration Approx. 3 months

Importance Stability during transition

faazor (f&h)

d& F BRIyt & Ads sragnfa
fFaTTd geaf @ Ad 7l Wt g
3T B BRUT Tg! adr=IT 7T

BIARE a1 U3 JdTe

faaor (f&<h)
RENITS GRT 3RS

Aqcd ! fA3aRar gfAfedd o
T 3 HEA

THHUT BT A fBRAT



4. Tenure & Contributions

Aspect Details (English) faazor (fg<h)

Joined 2021 2021

Key Role Oversaw major merger phase 93 fd@a (merger) & GRM YfAdwT

Major Event HDFC Bank + HDFC Ltd merger (~$40 Tasiundt da 3k vasivwdt fafies &1 faea
billion) (~40 31Rd SieiR)

Impact Created one of largest financial HRd ! Ja3 981 fadia Jemsif 7 & g 941
institutions

5. HDFC Bank — Key Exam Facts

Aspect Details (English) faazor (f8eh)

Type Private Sector Bank st &7 B dw

Status One of India’s largest banks HRd & e 92 dpi T A Usp
Regulator Reserve Bank of India (RBI) YRt fard & (RBI)

Merger HDFC Ltd merged with HDFC Bank (2023) 2023 ® gasivwdt fafdes &1 faaa
Importance Systemically important bank (Too big to fail JUTTETTd 9 3 HAEquf 35

concept)



Word of the day

Debilitate:

make weak

Synonyms: drain, enfeeble

Usa g€ Constant stress can debilitate your
immune system.

Pronounciation:
https://newsth.live/zb24fs

International Phonetic
Alphabet: jdrbiltert/

Word of the day

Stupefy:

to surprise or shock somebody

Synonyms: stun, amaze, startle

Usa €. The heat seemed to stupefy everyone

Pronunciation:
newsth.live/stupefypro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /stju:pifar/
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