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Insta-commerce
founders quietly

1.5% as auto,
banks rise on
global cues
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wvacate occupied
& MEA
NEW DELEE

A day after Pakistan accused

“vacate® Pakistan-cccupied
Kashmic. » PAGE &

Tel to hike

ph.ne of polling: a petitioner had alleged inordinate delav in

NEW DELEHI

he Supreme Court
s iy S
the Election Com-

mission to meet with peti-
tioners — Lok Sabha mem-
ber Mahua Moitra and
represenun\-es of the As-

SC quota after

next Census

HYDERABAD

Telangana government has

amo ts resolve to
ation for

Sohordied Caste communties

after the data of the nex
i relacsd, B voa's

the petitioners a hearing &0
resolve the is
The paner's willingnes:

10 do so signalled a melow.

ing in ks stance with a new
Election Commis-
s, Gyanesh Kumar, at
its helm
An affidavit filed by the
EC in the Supreme Court in
May 2024 had taken an un-
compromising__ position
inst il 1

date” to provide
the data to any person oth-
er than candidates or poll-

Case file
The dermand for EC to publish

follows other atsempt= to make ¢

Hers are the two sidas

=Detay in publishing votes
turncus data followed by o
=hars soke in figures from

recorded) from all polling

after every phase of
polling in the 2024 Lok
Sabha

Rule 49S and Rule 56C
(2) of the Conduct of Elec-

= Suzpcion: of seRching.
of chectronic voting
machis:

Soth-teed vo

o provide the dats to any

e turnout d
ot process more transparent.

tegal mandate’
person

EC begins steps
to link voter ID
with Aadhaar

NEW DELHI
The Etection Commission [EC)

that & would soon begin
rsultations with

the UIDA) on the asue  The

decision was made

Figh lewel mecting ted by Chiel

Election Commissiones

Gyanesh Kumar. 3 PAGE 5

tion Rules, 1961 require the
Presiding Offi
pare an accou: ot
in Form 17C (Part
1) format.

The NGO had alleged an
inordinate delay in pu-
blishing voter turnout de-

rung alarm bells about the

authenticity of the polling

©On Tuesday. senior ad-
vocate Abhishek Singhvi,

representing Ms. Moltra,
submitted that the ECs ret-
Icence to divul,

polling booths may be “to
avoid a macro picture for
analysis and disclosure™.

cases to ensure that citi-
zens knew the criminal an-
of

they have sought authenticated, scanned, legible account of votes after each
by a spike in figures from the initial percentages in the 2024 LS election

dates and their agents. Ho-

affidavic is “non-statu-
Tory initative to publ
voter turnout data through
an app, website and va-
rious press releases during
the 2014 election had been

in a democracy, we need
to know, lhams all” Mr.
Bhushan emphasised.

Mr. Singhvi sald there
was a “wide discrepancy™

voter turnout published la-
ter on.

The EC had argued that
statutory  mand.
Quired Form I to be
shared only with candi-

merely
The poll body said these
voter turnout figures were

accompanied by a dis-
claimer that they were
d on secondary an

Israeli air strikes across Gaza Strip Kill over 400 Palestinians

DEIR AL-BALAH

israel launched air strikes
across the Gaza Strip early

ceasefire in place since
January.

Prime AMinister Benja-
min Netanyahu ordered
the strikes after Hamas re-
fused Israeli demands to

nge the ceasefire agree-
ment, Officials sald the op.

d €0 ex-
pand. The White House
said it had been consulted
and voiced support for Is-
rael's actions.

much of the northern town

of Beit Hanoun and olher
communities

south, and head !uw’am
the centre of the territory.
indicating that Israel could

soon renewed
ground operations.
“Istacl will, from now

office sald.

Fate of hostages
The attack during the Mus-
1im holy month of Ramzan
could signal the full re-
sumption of a war that has
already killed tens of thou-

of Palestinians and
caused widespread des-
truction across Gaza. It al-

by Hamas wi ho are betieved
to sl be alive.

A senior Hamas official
said Mr. Netanyahu's deci-
sion to return to
amounts to a ~death sen-

tence™ for the remaining

Hamas’s Izzat al-Risheq
accused Mr. Netanyahu of
=

veal facts” on who broke
the truce. Hamas said at
least four senior officials
were killed in Tuesday's
stri

There were no reports
of any amacks by

& still hoped to restore the
truce.

‘The strikes came as Mr.
Netanyahu comes under

sure, protests
planned over his handling
of the hostage crisis and
his decision to fire the
head oflsrael s internal se-
curity agen

MORE REPORTS ON
» PAGE 14

% ’ = — - =
Al lost: A woman cries on the rubble of her house destroyed in an tsrseli strike in the Gaza Strip on Tuesday. 45>

SC to consider
if Lokpal has
jurisdiction
over judges
Krishnadas Rajagopal

EW DEL

A Bench of the Supreme
Court’s senior-most judges
headed by Justice E-R. Ca-
vai on Tuesday decided to
examine in decl If judges
of constitutional courts
come within the jurisdic-
tion of the country's top
ombudsman, Lokpal, as
public functionaries in-
cluding the Prime Minister,
Union Ministers, and Mem-
bers of Parllament.

a
e e case initiated af-

ter Lokpal, through a Janu-
ary 27 order, assumed ju-
risdiction o e

complaints against serving
High Court judges.

FULL REPORT ON
»PAGES

Curfew in Nagpur after spate of arson, rioting

BMUMBAI/NAGPUR

a protest by
the Vishwa Hindu Parishad
and Bajrang Dal demand-

ing the removal of Aurang-
Zebrs tomb tn Chhatrapatl
Sambhajinagar district of
Maharashtra.

"Yobs threw stones and
set vehicles on fire on Mon-
day. As many as 37 persons
were injured.

The police carried out
Fouse maschies; aeros che
affected areas,

5.500 personnel of the

Nagpur Police, Quick Res-

ponse Team and State Re-

serve Police Force were de-
cp

Tensions rise: The polce deployed in the Chitris Park acea in

Nagpur on Tuesday. P

ployed in sensitive areas.
“The police have
more than 50 persons into
custody and registered five
FIRs at various police sta-
tons Ravi 1
Nogpur  Police | Commis.
o told The Hindu.

police

were civilians. A senior
police official was attacked
by with an axe, and anoth-

er by arod, the e sald.
The police had to el 5
“substantial number~ of
tear gas capsules to quell
lhe rioting mobs on Mon-
day night. top officials said.
m,- also resorted to a
lathi charge.

Conspiracy alleged
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis called the attack
“planned and pre-meditat-

", while Depucy Chief
Minister

Sakedl o pelrol Somba
were readily available to

home. A heap of stones

ers. The atmosphere was
Iyl

Putin agrees to pause strikes
on Ukraine energy targets

Press

WASHINGTON

terrifying. Two of my
neighbours vacated their | Russian President Viadimir
homes Mr 0-day halt
Peshne said. to suikes on Ukrainian

The energy fol-

sevak Sangh headquarters
is located just 500 metres
from Mr. Peshne’s resi-
dence adding to the
heightened tension in the
area.

Nagpur Guardian Minis-
ter C Ba-

entry to outsiders in an ef-
fort to maintain order.

Sunil Peshne, a farmer
residing in_Chitnis Park,
L

wanlaule attributed the un-
rest to the misuse of social
media to vitiate the
atmosphere,

a.aos ehat efolied noss
ev “The stone-
rawlng rted near my
honse, and my vehicle was
burnt. Police officers, who
were also under heavy at-
tack. took shelter in my

tion pertes not to POl
cise the marter, stressing
the need for unicy in res-
toring pe:

MORE REPORTS ON
»PAGE 4

Iuwlng a cal'l with us

Don:
Tramp. the Kremim sad
on Tuesday. But Mr. Putin
said that for a wider truce
o work, Ukraine must not
be allowed to rearm and
must ¥

possible ceasefire in
detailed call with
Trump, savs Kremlin

a possible ceasefire, in-
gluding “the need to halt
th forced mobilis:

ukmne and the rearma-
ment of the Ukrainian
armed forces™.

He also how

The White House sald
separscely that the ~lead-
ers agrees t the move-
ment to peace will
with an energy and infras-

also swap prisoners
each on Wednesday, the
Kremlin s

Mr. un said the Uk-
raine conflict could only be

suppaort for Uk-

mobilisation.
The US. and Russian
leaders spoke for more
than an hour and a half
and both expressed hopes
for repairing relations bet-

he Kremlm “sald the
two leaders had a 'de(all.ed
and frank exchange
views". Mr. Putin ouxllned
a number of conditions for

such a ceasefire could be
monitored.

“Immediate command®

ponded pasmwly and im-
l'ned y gave the Russian
militar;

raine.

“The key condition for
orking
Jution

reu;n military _assistance
d the of intelli-

command-, the starement
added.

gem to Kyfv." the Kremlin
said.
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Siates

Rajya Sabha
felicitates
Haiyaraaja for

The Rajya Sabha has felict
tated musician and
nated member of the Up-

per I . llaiyaraaja, for
becoming the nm lndun
w0 com;

pose,
perform lve a full 1 nmgush
classical sympl The
renowned oo«upose' per-
formed the symphony tt-
led vatiant In London
e Royal

Telangana promises to hike
SC gquota after next Census

ion Minister Uttam Kumar Reddy savs the State

/erniment is committed to ensuring that

reservation to the Scheduled Caste communities is provided proportionate to their population

DL Eajecy

HYDERABAD
elangana govern-
ment an-
nounced its resolve

to enhance the reservation
for Scheduled Caste (SC)
communities after the data
oOf the next Census is made

Based on the 2011 Cen-

he reservatio

for SCs at 15% and will en-
hance it once the popula-
tion status of Sche-
duled Casze cmnrxmnlnes
is revealed by the Census

the population in the past
1S years and the actual fi-

sure would be known only
after Census 2026. We have
to enhance the qu-

Utta:
headed the Cabinet sub-

likely to be 2-3% rise in
the population in the last
15 years and the actual
figrure will be known
only after Census 2026

N UTTAM KUMAR REDDY
Eriation Minser

SC quota from different
sections and the gowvern-
ment was committed to en-
suring that reservation was
provided to them propor-
tionate to thelr population.
Mr. Uttamm Kumar

in the discus.

tion of SC gquota.
He sald there were de-
mands for enhancement of

Reservations) Bill, 2025 by
the heg&shu e Asseml
on Tues

Ra-

Youth found
dead after
killing brother

of ex-classmate

KOLLAM

A degree student was
killed in what the police
desci a “crime of
passion~ in Kollam late on

janarsimha e piloted
the Bill, explained the de-
cadesong srugsle in sup-
port of Scheduled Caste ca-

tegorisation.
He explained thae the
[

cise for

Febin George Go-
mas, 21, a student of Fati-
ma Mata College, Kollam,

‘Right to development
a priority under
fundamental rights’

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court set
aside,

decision to halt
development activities at

The of Aurovilie

was o
death by Tejas Raj. 24. on
Monday night. Hours later,
Tejas Raj's body was found
on the railway tracks near
n around

tion would be subject 1o
Judicial review and the go-

3 km from the crime scene.

ssmates and. reported-
y. both the families had

par
sion ahead of

the Telangana scheduled
Castes

taken steps to make the le-

marriage.
both

The ca-
ed lack of environmental
whil

Foundation gather around the

the need for sustainable
development which strike

ALE 0T

Jurisdiction and grving di-

a “golden - bet-
ween the ngms w de\elop

ment
environment

ough it is true that
the precautionary princi-

councry. & is equally true
that while the right to clean

in law".
The court, & a second
¥ also delivered on

roville Foundation against
a March 2024 order of the

jgment con-
cerning the NGT order, the

apex court explained that
the raised by the
was with re-

Though
bank coaching classes,
iy the girl could -.Iear the

2 =
teed right un-
der Articles 14 and 21 of the
Constitution. the right to

chem a on March 8.
Vice- President Jagdeep

raaja cos the sym-
phony in 34 days. which is
a evement. The

global appeal,” Mr. Dhank-
har said in the Rajya Sabha
amid nse
member:

1,523 fearure films in over
nine languages.

Karnataka Assembly tables Bill
4% quota for Muslims in public

BENGALURU
Karnataka Transpa-

The
rency in Public Procure-
ment (Amendment) Bill,

reservation for Muslims in

blic Procurement (KTPP)

works valued up to 2
crore, and g and ser-

es contracts up to T
crore.

Amend KTPP Act
Minister for Law and Par-

On March 14, the State
Cabinet approved an
amendment to the Karna-
taka Transparency in Pu-

v Affairs H.K. Pa-
til tabled the Bill, which is
likely to come up for dis-

amend the KTPP Act, 1999,
to implement the pi
outlined the 202526
Buy A

The proposal was an-
nounced by Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah in the Bud-
get presented on March 7.

At present, Kamataka

to provide
contracts

and 1S% for OBC Category
2A. There had been de-
mands to include Muslims
under Category 28 of the
©OBCs with a 4% guota.
The principal Oppost-
rmed the go-
s move to pro-
Yide 4x reservation for

a2z4%
in civil works contracts for
the

4% for Other

noms mAsadvenlum and
aseme: s,
and decided to oppose It,

re

in-

exam.
were disagr -
weendlegﬁland’lejask.’y

dustr ually
clatms prioricy undes fun.

Tejas Raj's dmnlnallng
racter led to the breakup of
the

Though Gomas
ran out of the house and
was taken to the

ts. particu-
larty under Articles I4, 19
and 21 of the Constitution,”

his life could not be saved.
His father is undergoing
ere

was

wd to the construction of

tion and by the Minister of
Human Resource Develop-
ment back in 2001 and pu-
blished in the official ga-
zette in 2010.
The argument raised in
the Tribunal against the
construction was that ik

stroy an area
Called the Darlcali forest.
The Foundation had

countered that areas can-
not be treated as a forest.
'l"hE‘V contended that it was

man-made plantation
Which did not require eni-

Classes (OBC) Category 1.

itin
court.

Tribunal had ~committed
gross error in assuming the

daced under the Fores
(Conservation) Act, 1980

Awareness drive
s

Weening acts Stixtecks of = o collage perfortia e i Kothilode on Tousday b cruste swareress 2gainst narcotic drugs. The cvent was
¢ crganized by the Kassba Janamasr pofice and the Janamgraths Samithi of Palayam. k mace

BENGALURU

Deputy Cor

nister for Heavy Industries
H.D. Kumaraswamy at
Kethaganahalli in Rama-
nagara district of Karnata-
ka. They initiated the pro-
cess to recover

B

H.D. Kumamaswamy

Officials said the special

drive was Initiated follow-

g instructions of the High
X

Karnataka starts process to
recover land encroached by
Kumaraswamy near Bengaluru

Yashwanth Gurukar, De-
puty Commissioner, Rama-
nagara. was at the spot to
supervise the recovery op-
eration.

“As per orders of the
High Court of Karnataka,

¥
numbers 7 to % el wlll be ta-
ken into gowve T pos-
session. Approxxmueb 34
acres of encroachment has
been identified. We will
submit the detafls to the
court.” Mr. Gurukar sald.
Earlier, the HC had ex-

Elstone Estate
workers to
oppose Kerala
govt’s plan

to evict them

The Hindu Bureau
KOZHIKODE

Even as the Ke:
ment s dmwmg ok for ts
rehabilitation package for
the survivors of the Mun-
dakkal-Chooralmala land-
sndes in Wayanad district,

up of trade unions
have decided to launch a
protest against the govern-
ment’s plan to evict work-
ers of the Pulpara division
of Elstone Estate in Kalpet-
ta munh:lpalh’y without

over
the inaction by the Reve-
nue Department in reco-
vering encroached land.
The court directed the
authorities concerned to
submit a report.

Standing stones of Mudumal in
Telangana on tentative list of
UNESCO World Heritage Sites

HYDERABAD

The menhirs or the stand-
ing stones of Mudumal in
Narayanpet in
have made It to the tenta-
tive list of UNESCO
He

- -
The menhirs in Mudumal in Narsyanpet of Telangana,

. Ursa

o
cally map cthe skies as it ex-

years ago.
From them. we

Major, Ursa Aiinor, Virgo,
Taurus etc_,” says conser-
wvation architect Surya Na-
rayan Murthy who helped

Brepare the application for
AMudumal

can Herftage Academy
Truse

Kannur district takes a step for inclusivity
with Braille editions of literary classics

KANNUR

In a significant step to-
wards

literary classics,
timeless works

vels and a poec
ton. District
president X.X. Rarnakuma-
he books on
highlighting the
initiative as part of the dis-

t panchayat president KK Ratnakumar releases the Brailie
Kanour on Tuesday. SPECAL ARRANGEMENT

version of the dassics in

cial in empowering the vi-
sually impaired and ensur-
in

sam by OV. Viayan, Nei-
payaysam by

The po
Includes works of Kuma-
ran Asan, \'alkuho! Vaya-
lar, O N V. K

the:
gompensation p - prior t lay-
ing the stone for the town-

protest.

All workers of Elstone
Estate will be part of a to-
ken protest at the Wayanad
Collectorate on March 22.
If the issue remained unre-
solved, their family mem-
bers would join them in

e se e
The third stage of the pros-
est would be to lay their
claim on the land in ques-
ton, the leaders said.

aicl Tanhar Suausctraes
e,

Combined effort
The books. printed at an
estimate of £3,45,631 under
the district panchayat's

24 innovative plan,

ing thelr part
literary and cultural dis-
cussions,” she said.

y ef-

“Such projects are cru-

will be brar-

14 had not been remit-
ted in their providens fund
accounts. Around 150 re-
tred employees had not
been paid thelr gracuity.

They were also eligible for
other benefits.

union leaders wel-

comed the government
th

ies with visually
in

TH works Basheer, Kaalam by M.T.
The works in- MNair, 2y
clude Ithiha-

with the Library Council.
The project is being over-
seen by the district social

justice offic
p ]

move to =
survivors of the landslides
on the estate. Bist they de-
manded that the issues of
300-odd workers on the
estate dressed too.
Amex




‘Right to development
a priority under
fundamental rights’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court set
aside, in separate judg-
ments on Monday, a Na-
tional Green Tribunal
(NGT) order and a Madras
High Court decision to halt
development activities at
Auroville. The decision cit-
ed lack of environmental
clearance while outlining
the need for sustainable
development which strike
a “golden balance” bet-

ween the rights to develop-
ment and clean
environment.

“Though it is true that
the precautionary princi-
ple and the polluter pays
principle are part of the en-
vironmental law of the
country, it is equally true
that while the right to clean
environment is a guaran-
teed fundamental right un-
der Articles 14 and 21 of the
Constitution, the right to
development through in-
dustrialisation equally
claims priority under fun-
damental rights, particu-
larly under Articles 14, 19
and 21 of the Constitution,”
a Bench of Justices Bela M.
Trivedi and P. B. Varale ob-
served in their judgment.

A Bench of Justices Tri-
vedi and Varale set aside
the April 2022 order of the
NGT, Chennai, which di-
rected the Auroville Foun-
dation not to proceed with
further construction in its
township project until en-
vironmental clearance was
obtained.

Setting aside the NGT
verdict of 2022, Justice Tri-
vedi concluded that the
Tribunal had “committed
gross error in assuming the

The members of Auroville
Foundation gather around the
Matrimandir. FILE PHOTO

jurisdiction and giving di-
rections untenable in law”.
The court, in a second
judgment also delivered on
March 17, upheld a sepa-
rate appeal filed by The Au-
roville Foundation against
a March 2024 order of the
High Court.

In the judgment con-
cerning the NGT order, the
apex court explained that
the grievance raised by the
respondents was with re-
gard to the construction of
roads as mentioned in the
Master Plan by the Founda-
tion.

Justice Trivedi noted the
Master Plan had been ap-
proved by the the Founda-
tion and by the Minister of
Human Resource Develop-
ment back in 2001 and pu-
blished in the official ga-
zette in 2010.

The argument raised in
the Tribunal against the
construction was that it
would destroy an area
called the Darkali forest.

The Foundation had
countered that areas can-
not be treated as a forest.
They contended that it was
a man-made plantation
which did not require envi-
ronmental clearance man-
dated under the Forest
(Conservation) Act, 1980.



The Supreme Court set aside
orders from the National Green
Tribunal (NGT) and the Madras
High Court, which had halted
development activities in
Auroville due to environmental
concerns.

J

for a “golden balance”
between the right to
development and
environmental protection.

The ruling emphasized the need

J




Right to Development vs. Right to Clean Environment

The judgment stated that both rights—clean environment and development—are
fundamental under the Constitution.

Industrialization and urban development are equally prioritized under Articles 14,
19, and 21.

While environmental laws, including the precautionary principle and polluter-pays
principle, are valid, they cannot override the right to development.




Setting Aside NGT Orders

* The Supreme Court quashed the April 2022 NGT order, which had
stalled township construction in Auroville until environmental
clearance was obtained.

* The court criticized the NGT for overstepping its jurisdiction and
issuing legally untenable directions.



Roads & Darkali Forest Dispute

* The grievance in the case was related to road construction under
Auroville’s Master Plan.

* The NGT had claimed that the construction would damage the
Darkali forest.

* However, the Auroville Foundation argued that Darkali is a man-
made plantation, not a natural forest, and thus did not require
special environmental clearance under the Forest Conservation Act,
1980.



4. Master Plan Approval

The Supreme Court noted that the Auroville Master Plan was approved in

2001 by both the Foundation and the Minister of Human Resource
Development.

It was formally published in the official gazette in 2010, making it legally valid.




Aspect

Name
Location
Founded By
Founded On
Inspiration
Purpose
Population
Governance
Main Attraction
Languages
Economy
Education
Sustainability
Tourism

Official Website

IS ENS

Auroville (City of Dawn)

Tamil Nadu, India (near Puducherry)

Mirra Alfassa (The Mother)

28 February 1968

Sri Aurobindo’s vision of human unity and spiritual progress

A universal township for human unity, beyond religion, politics, and nationality
Around 3,000 residents from over 60 countries

Governed by Auroville Foundation, under the Ministry of Education, Government of India
Matrimandir — a spiritual meditation center with a golden dome

English, Tamil, French, and other languages

Based on self-sustainability, eco-friendly industries, and donations
Alternative education system with focus on creativity and self-learning

Promotes organic farming, renewable energy, and environmental conservation

Visitors allowed, but long-term residence requires commitment to Auroville's philosophy

www.auroville.org




www.auroville.org



Standing stones of Mudumal in
Telangana on tentative list of
UNESCO World Heritage Sites

Serish Nanisetti
HYDERABAD

The menbhirs or the stand-
ing stones of Mudumal in
Narayanpet in Telangana
have made it to the tenta-
tive list of UNESCO World
Heritage Sites. The applica-
tion was forwarded by the
Centre to the world body.
Mudumal, on the banks
of the Krishna that sepa-
rates the State from Karna-
taka, has been a well-
known menbhir site.
“Nearly 1,200 large
sized stones standing verti-
cally map the skies as it ex-
isted 3,000 years ago.
From them, we know the
date and positions of the

constellations of Leo, Ursa
Major, Ursa Minor, Virgo,
Taurus etc.,” says conser-
vation architect Surya Na-
rayan Murthy who helped

The menhirs in Mudumal in Narayanpet of Telangana.

prepare the application for
the Mudumal site in collab-
oration with DAM and Dec-
can Heritage Academy
Trust.
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Location of World Heritage Sites in India:

» Green dots indicate the seven clusters in the Western Ghats

Blue dots are the Hill Forts of Rajasthan

Yellow dots are the Great Living Chola Temples

Orange dots are the Sacred Ensembles of the Hoysalas

Pink dots indicate the Mountain Railways of India

» Turquoise dots indicate cities with multiple sites. Delhi and Mumbai have
three sites each, Agra and Jaipur have two sites each.



The national park covers the Kanger
River valley. Its varying topography and
the multitude of geological features

Kanger Valley . Vii, viii, X contribute to the park's natural beauty

) Chhattisgarh | 2025 it

National Park (natural) and scientific importance. As an
untouched forest area, it also contains
diverse wildlife, including various
threatened species.[14!

The menhirs date back 3500—4000 years
and are arranged to align with celestial

Mudumal v, Vi events. They reflect the ancient cultures'

o . Telangana 2025 ) )

Megalithic Menhirs (cultural) understanding of celestial phenomena
and have influenced local religious
beliefs.!'®]

Andhra
Pradesh,
: o Bihar, Delhi, . (o : e

Serial nomination Eivfir This nomination comprises thirty-five rock

u ) e . .
for Ashokan Edict : iii, iv, v and pillar edicts, as well as cave
] Karnataka, 2025 . o :

sites along the Madh (cultural) inscriptions (segment of the Lauriya

adhya

Mauryan Routes L Araraj pillar pictured).l'16]

Pradesh,
Uttar
List of World Heritage Sites in India is located in India
Pradesh
Madhya . o . .
This nomination comprises thirteen
. L Pradesh, .
Serial nomination Odish e temples of yoginis (female yoga
isha, iii, iv " . .
of Chausath Yogini ) 2025 practitioners), each with 64 images or
Tamil Nadu, (cultural) . o
Temples statues of yoginis (temple in Mitaoli
Uttar ) 17
pictured).l'17]
Pradesh




Serial nomination
of Chausath Yogini
Temples

Madhya
Pradesh,

_. | Odisha,
= | Tamil Nadu,

Uttar
Pradesh

iii, iv
(cultural)

This nomination comprises thirteen
temples of yoginis (female yoga
practitioners), each with 64 images or
statues of yoginis (temple in Mitaoli
pictured).l'17]

Serial nomination
of Gupta Temples
in North India

Bihar,
Madhya
Pradesh,
Rajasthan,
Uttar
Pradesh

(cultural)

This nomination comprises twenty

temples of the Gupta dynasty.[118]

The Palace-
Fortresses of the
Bundelas

Madhya
Pradesh and
Uttar
Pradesh

i, iv
(cultural)

This nomination comprises six fortresses
of the Bundelkhand region (Raja Mahal
pictured).l'1°]
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Opposition leader
not allowed to speak
in ‘new India’: Rahul

PEw DL

The Leader of the Oppasi-

Ay aEral.
I wanted 1o support
what  he

Kumbh s our tradition,

e thing £ wanted to say ks
that 1 went 1o
e D e

ha wanted to speak
after PA's statement
on the Maha Kumbh

thing from the Prime Mi-
nister — they need employ-
ment. The Prime Minister
should speak on employ-

speak. but is not gven per-
mi . bt this Is new In-
dia,” he sabd.

Congress MP Privanka
Sandhi Vadra said the Op-
position should have been
allowed to speak in the

sndthey Ithe governmenti

uld not have had any
nbjecdnn o them [the Op-
position]  airing  their
views,” she s

s charge
mjeal.ng the charge
listrentary AMairs NRlter

actions
crisy.” he

Kumbh showcased India’s
grandeur to world: Modi

With PM making no mention in Lok Sabha of the deaths due to stam

at the event in UL and

at New Delhi Raibway Station, Opposition members stage protest over ‘sidestepping’ these issues

MEW DELHI

rime Minister Ma-
PP
Tuesday  likened

Pl

‘the recently concl
ha Kumbh at Prayagraj in
Uttar Pradesh o India’s
historkc milessones such as
‘the 1857 uprising and the
‘Dandi March® led by Ma-
harma Gandhi.
Making a statement in
the Lok Sabha, Mr. Modi
Maha Kumibh ef-
recrxml;- actdressed d
el

youth
acing dheie tra.
Aittens, fith, and belles
with pride, reflecting a

. -
Big pralse: Frime Minkster Narendra Mock speabing in the Lak

Sabha on Tuesday: SANSAD T
er Om Birla to allow the
Opposidon  members  to
speak.

“stormed the Wwell*
Members of the Congress,

way Station in his state-

Oppositsen
members rose in protest
and demanded the inclu-
sion  of the stampede
desths in the stasement.
Leader of the Dppnsl(l.on
Rahul Gandhi urged spesk-

raising slogans. while Ve
Party members
s.agm a walkout in prot-

est. The Lok Sabxha was ad-

Jourmed twice and later for
the day owver these
protests.

pointed

made under a parliamen-

rary rule, which allows amy
Minister to make a state-
ment without any =
quent discussion.
Me. mads, in his srare-
thar the Maha
Yaimbh showcased Indizs
grandeur 1o the world.
=Maha Kumbh is 2 marnlfes—
ration of the collective n

The Lok Sabha was

later for the day
over fhe profesis

deshi movement, Swami
Vivekananda's dconic
speech in Chicago, and

Prayagra)
s s ity signlﬁcan(
lestone, 5 the

awn.kmled. spisit of the na-
tlon.” he sald.
“Spirit of unity®

The Prime Minister furthes
sakd that the Kumbh had
ylelded many invaluable

Reflecting on India’s his-
roric milestones that awa-
Kened the nation and pro-
vided 2 new direction. Mr.
Madi cited the spirirual re-

surgence during the Swa-

to comtinue ensiching
TEiks amigue Charatoer wae
af unity in diversity.

Sonia flags concerns
over MGNREGS,
seeks hike in wages

MEW DELHI

Congress  Parliamentary
Party Chairperson Sonia
Gandhi on Tuesday ac-
cused the BIF government
of systemarically under-
mining Mahatma
d.I\stlmaJ Fural Em-
ment Guarantee
Scheme (MGNREGS), a
Aagship poverty alleviation
scheme introduced by the
United  Drogressive
Lance government led I:vy
the late Manmohan

Lions of rural peor™.
deeply concerning thas the

present Eovernment
has systematically under-
mined the scheme The

Budger allocation remains
® a1 £86,000 crore
— al0-year low as a percen-

declined by $4.000 crore,
she sald. “Moreover, estl-
mates that nearly
0%, of the allocated funds

will be used to clear pend-
ing dues from previons

She spoke about
challenges brought

the

Sonia Gandhi

based payment systermn for

continued to prm'lde —d.g.
nified em)

~financial se-curl(y" ta the
rural

L poor:
Gandhi said that
adequate Rnncial prove
be made to

sustain and expand the
scheme: the minimum

increasing the number of
k  days

upon
interven-
tions such as the Aadhaar-

from 100 1o 150,

Drugs valued
at ¥11,311 crore
seized in five
vears, LS told

EW DELS

The Union Home Ministry

country in the past five
vears.

Respanding to 3 ques
tion by Leader of the Op-

and one case was reported
fram Th i b Tarnil
M,

Drisgs such as cocaine,

methamphera:
mine 4nd tramadat were
sekzed

Dhankhar to hold talks to decide on
Opposition demand for EPIC debate

MEW DELHI

On a day the Opposition

consultations m decide on
the Oppositions demand
for a debate on the issue.

notices moved r Rule

which requi
pension of the day™s busi-
ness o disc 3
hamnd,

non-implementation of a
Central scheme in West

S noc anyone's inten-
tion to disrupt this House.

Jagdesp Dharkhar

the House to run.
Members have important
Issues in Zero
ne your kind

ou w

consideration to allow [a]
o

‘on the issue of duplication

of EPIC numbers, which

gress Parliamentary Party
leader in the Rajya Sabha

#0 get a word in on the EP-
1C duplication issue when

Trinamool MP Saker Gob-
hale spoke during Zero
Hour on the demand for

said Mr. Seshan redefined
the way the Election Com-
mission funcrioned. “Mr.
Seshan was a fiercely inde-

quote, -
S politicians for break:
fast, shows that he worked
without fear or Grvour, and
upheld the independence
and dignity of the Election
Commission,” Mr. Gokhale
added.

Mr. Seshan would not
have approved of the cur-
rent method of appoint-
ment of Election Commis-

EC sets ball rolling on linking
voter ID cards with Aadhaar

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELFL

The Election Commission
{ECH on T set the

Identification
Amhnrl[y of India (UIDAT)
e issue.

O e oristan was made
after a_high-level meeting

political parties and other
stakeholders and assure

Plan n
e otciala dur

them that “there are suffi-

cient guardrails to not de-

ny a single eligible voter

the right
T

of EPIC  with Aadhaar
would only be done under
provisions of Article Z26,
which says voting rights
can only be 1o cii-
ens. e ey
CTabHLs the Identiy of 3
person.

pet Election Comenissioner Gyanesh Kumar and
= high-level meeting in Del

i further said the link-
ing would also rake into ef-

in line with the Supreme
Court judgment in W (cl-
wily No. T77/ 20023,

This in effect m
! ‘wotild be done on-
Iy in cases wihere aar
has been subm -

tarily by the elector

Will identify BCs

by holding a fresh
exercise: Bengal to SC

The Hindu Burean

embarking on a fresh exer-
cise to kdentify Soclally and

classes of Muslims as back-
wards an affront to the
Muslim community as a
whole™

“The Wwest Bengal Back-
ward Classes Commission
is undertaking a fresh exer-
cise to bdentify sections
who require reservation,
semior advocate Kapil Si-

Communities (SEBC) who
warranted inclusion in the
State’s Other  Backward
Classes {050 List.

the DB s,

The Calcurta High Court
had concluded thar reli-
gion was the “sole criterion
for declaring these com-

nities. as OBGC™. 1t had
found the “selection of 77

cm

bal,
State, addressed a Isel\nh
headed by Justice B.R
Gaval

i
The Bench listed the

¥

The High Court judg-
ment had at the time m-
pacted five lakh OBC certif-
icates issued in the State
since 2000, The High Court

already secured employ-
ment using the OBC certii-
cates issued since 2010,

NEW DELHI

A new global survey by the

Future of Free Speech, an

coun
tries on the ques-
ton of support for free
speech. s report, titled
‘Who in the
ports free speech? states
thar “while absiract sup-
port for free spee
strong,

in free speech support

since 2021, wi
the biggest drops eccur-

wh some of

The right to
free speech

speech survey

tlons and public artirudes=.

As regards s fndigs
concerning india, the sur-
wey found thar while a ma-
Jority of indians consider it
wery importans to speak
Freely withous roment
censorship,
criticism  of
policies was bilow the Ho-

with Nos-

ihe o 1 rankings,
Denmark finish-
ing ar T ihe apex of the Fu-

ture of the Free Speech
Index with scores of 857.9
and §7.0.

Disconnect Aagged
Indonesia (6.5, Malaysia
{554, s_nd F'sllslan (54 Dﬂ
showed

Prawementa, thnn llmy

(G618}, Ar the same tme,
some  aurhor

practice and wice versa.
Bus India was an excepion
to this parrern. ~The most

o
sliding in countries that

high levels of respect for

political liberties, inchad-

ing expres-

sion,” ihe report stated
When

thar they have undergone

nts supported this
staement in the LK.,

while only 3%

this n

ing natlons — such as Hun-
gary {85.5) and venezuela
€81.8) — scored high, “sug-
pesting a_ disconnect bet-
ween government restric-

Denmark
In general, nations thar

ree expression in

the most pro-
gress, although cbservers
kings tend to agree

thar the situarion in ndia
worse, i
the  report

has  bec
amything,”
noted

Cong. holds
talks on ways
to strengthen
district panels

WEW DELH]

Congress president Malli-

Srate leadership on Twes-

day to find ways 1o sreng-

then the District Congress
mittees (DCCs).

itical developments,
frve-year terms for =
presidents, not allowing
Doc to contest elec-

tions for three years, and

Jairam Ramesh, Pri-
yan! Gandhi  Vadra
attended the me:




India takes 24th spot in free speech survey

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A new global survey by the
Future of Free Speech, an
independent U.S.-based
think tank, has ranked In-
dia 24th out of the 33 coun-
tries surveyed on the ques-
tion of support for free
speech. Its report, titled
‘Who in the world sup-
ports free speech?’ states
that “while abstract sup-
port for free speech re-
mains strong, commit-
ment to  protecting
controversial speech is
eroding in many parts of
the world.”

The survey, conducted
in October 2024, also re-
vealed that “more coun-
tries have seen declines
rather than improvements
in free speech support
since 2021, with some of
the biggest drops occur-
ring in democratic nations
like the United States, Is-
rael, and Japan”.

Scandinavia dominated

- ) .
YA . YA
the top rankings, with Nor-

way and Denmark finish-
ing at the apex of the Fu-
ture of the Free Speech
Index with scores of 87.9
and 87.0.

Disconnect flagged

Indonesia (56.8), Malaysia
(55.4), and Pakistan (57.0)
showed the biggest im-
provements, though they

m Scandinavia dominated the

top rankings, with Norway and
Denmark finishing at the apex of
the Future of the Free Speech Index

® |ndonesia, Malaysia, and
Pakistan showed the biggest
improvements, though they
remained at the lower end of
the ranking

® Some authoritarian-leaning
nations— such as Hungary
(85.5) and Venezuela (81.8) —
scored high

m The survey found that a
majority of Indians consider it
very important to speak freely
without government censorship,
but support for criticism of
government policies was below
the global average

remained at the lower end
of the ranking. India, with
a score of 62.6, was placed
24th, between South Afri-
ca (66.9) and Lebanon
(61.8). At the same time,
some authoritarian-lean-
ing nations — such as Hun-
gary (85.5) and Venezuela
(81.8) — scored high, “sug-
gesting a disconnect bet-
ween government restric-

tions and public attitudes”.

As regards its findings
concerning India, the sur-
vey found that while a ma-
jority of Indians consider it
very important to speak
freely without government
censorship, support for
criticism of government
policies was below the glo-
bal average.

For instance, 37% of In-
dian respondents support-
ed the statement that “go-
vernments should be able
to prevent people” from
criticising government pol-
icies — the highest percen-
tage among all the coun-
tries surveyed.

Public sentiment

In contrast, 5% of the res-
pondents supported this
statement in the UK.,
while only 3% endorsed
this sentiment in
Denmark.

In general, nations that
are more supportive of free
speech tend to enjoy more
freedom of expression in

practice and vice versa.
But India was an exception
to this pattern. “The most
substantial  disconnects
from the general pattern
are represented by India,
Hungary, and Venezuela
where the actual protec-
tion of free speech is very
low compared to the popu-
lar support. These are all
cases of democratic back-
sliding in countries that
previously demonstrated
high levels of respect for
political liberties, includ-
ing freedom of expres-
sion,” the report stated.

When asked whether
their ability to speak freely
about political matters has
improved or worsened ov-
er the past year, “Indians
and South Africans believe
that they have undergone
the most significant pro-
gress, although observers
and rankings tend to agree
that the situation in India
has become worse, if
anything,” the report
noted.



Key Findings from the Survey

* India ranked 24th out of 33 countries in a global free speech survey
conducted by the Future of Free Speech, a U.S.-based think tank.

* India's score: 62.6, placing it between South Africa (66.9) and
Lebanon (61.8).

* The survey found that while most Indians value free speech without
government censorship, support for criticizing government policies
is below the global average.



Global Trends

e Scandinavian countries (Norway & Denmark) ranked highest, with
scores of 87.9 and 87.0.

* Indonesia (56.8), Malaysia (55.4), and Pakistan (57.0) showed the
biggest improvements, though they remained at the lower end of
the ranking.

* Hungary (85.5) and Venezuela (81.8) scored high, suggesting a
disconnect between government restrictions and public attitudes.



India's Standing & Key Observations

* 37% of Indian respondents agreed that "governments should be able to prevent
people" from criticizing government policies—the highest percentage among all
surveyed nations.

* In contrast: Only 5% in the U.K. and 3% in Denmark supported such restrictions.

* The report flagged a disconnect between India's popular support for free speech
and actual protection of speech.

* India, Hungary, and Venezuela were identified as examples of "democratic
backsliding" where legal protections for free speech are weaker than public
demand.



Public Sentiment in India

When asked whether their ability to speak freely about
politics has improved or worsened:

e Many Indians and South Africans said the situation has improved.

e However, global observers ranked India among countries where free
speech has deteriorated.
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NEWS IN NUMEBERS
Number of Rohingva
refugees killed in
Bangladesh in 2024

Rohingya refugees were killed
1ast year in clashes between
rreal

militant groups

for

Number of people
killed due to Israel:
airstrikes in Gaza

UN chief Antonio Guterres
voiced shock after
hundreds were killed in

retief camps. Around 3 milkon of
ority live in Bangladesh,
after fleeing a brutal
2017 military crackdown n Myanmar, sr

continue fighting in the Gaza Strp Until the
return of all hostages. ==

THE@&a HINDU

Cancer treatments
performed under
Ayushman Bharat

the Ayushman Bharat health insurance
scheme, with 759 of them undertaken in
Sarwacy. israel on Tuesday vowed & rurat sreas,
Nadda sard. The beneits were given under
the Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana. mn

Drones seized by the
Border Security Force

In lakh. Cancer treatments
worth over 13,000 <rore
performed under

o Heatth Minister 3.9,

in Punjab in 2024

somenelill
y 1 ¥ Errer)
such as putting up anti-drone systems,
shanng information recesed
S
drone-based smugglang. »n

about drones.

Annual aid received by
Colombia from USAID

for various programes

N S million, for more
PV T s

T
e itz L
TS T o

huttering ant-gang programs in
Colombia's impoverished places. scurss
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What is happening in Balochistan?

thelr compatriots from prison in
for the

The government of Pakistan refused to
negotiate and launched a military
operation to free the passengers, which
Lot sl choew 36 biswn: Pakfieaern
~Services Public Relations (ISPR)
official mxed that there were 21 civilian
fatalities and that four Frontier Corps
pelsonnsel lost their lives in the operation.

r, various media outlets have
hinted that the Pakistani forces may have
incurred further significant losses.
Subsequently, Pakistan's security forces
came under heavy attack in different
parts of Balochistan_

A united insurgency
Before the train hijacking. there were
about the &
secuﬂty situation in Balochistan. During a
discussion in tan’s National
some

anxlety that parts of Balochistan may
secede from Paldstan. However,

hrgeopemlnthemahng
The train hijfack has demonstrated that

Pasistan

access to basic necessities such as
drinking water, tackling th.

capabilities to launch we attacks on
Pakistan's security forces and that they
can withstand the firepower of special
forces for well over 24 hours. Notably,

Chinese fishing trawiers. and ensuring
red access to the sea for
Last year,
witnessed massive protests led by women

Quring the stand-off, the militants also
i1 me,

to convey their narrative to the wider
the

Villings and fake encounters. The defence
forces have often de d coercive

Chinese civilians were killed_ There is,
ing.

ese nel
woeldng oo various CPEC profects There

of

Stand a1 the tunnel where the tran was attacked by MAtANts, in Bolan, Salochistan,

they would not recognise the Durand lne

-
border. The Taliban has also, despite
many demands from the Pakistan Army,
refused to contain the presence of the
Tehrik There

are reports that China may

AMany

CITP).
such as has been a significant uptick in the
private rity Companies. th protecs b activities of TTP in the Khyber
Evilians and and nterests. Wiille Chias Rete in
and Roa TRD wae m

pushing coumrles into debs traps, in
Pakistan. which is Besjing’s mast valued
strategic partner, the CPEC, a critical

component of the BRI, has come under
sustained physical artacks.

Reglonal complexities

insurgents” increasing al measures such as enforced
tion_ The episode also shows appearances (llegal
that there seems to be improved detentions/abductions).
ps n between various Baloch Over the years, the Pakistani
insurgent groups. government has attempeed o postray the
As society in i
along loyalties, numerous

imvolving & few lrl‘ha.l chleﬁzlns in me

That Balochistan was subjec(ed to political
and socio-econon

into Pak
. The BLA & the in 1948, Further: . the people of
Balochistan rarely experienced political
empowerment because of d es of

ontext, chus far, has not
Do et ive. o thi et B

Baloch insurgent movement. While the
province accounts for 44% of the

coun it has

growing

the TTP and the BLA. Pakistan’s official
statements that “terrorists were in direct
with based

planners” suggest that all is not well
between Pakistan and various armed

Pashrun cadres the BLA, s
Beloch cadres, consine 8 slenificans
threat western border. On

try’s
5% of the country’s population. It may be
Casy for secaity Sorces to Contaln the

as they
very small percentage of the populznun
Additionally, the Balochistan
has not

The provine:

narural
resources, such as coal, copper, g)ld and
natural gas. he of
these tocal

Guards (BRG) is active In areas such as

Bolan, Quetta, Sibi, and Naseerabad. A

few years ago, these armed groups along
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Cancer treatments
performed under
Ayushman Bharat

In lakh. Cancer treatments
68 worth over 313,000 crore

have been performed under
the Ayushman Bharat health insurance
scheme, with 75% of them undertaken in
rural areas, Union Health Minister J.P.

Nadda said. The benefits were given under
the Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana. pri




Aspect Details

Scheme Name Ayushman Bharat - Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PM-JAY)

Launched By Government of India

Launch Date 23 September 2018

Implemented By National Health Authority (NHA)

Objective To provide free healthcare coverage to economically vulnerable sections of society
Target Beneficiaries Poor and vulnerable families (based on Socio-Economic Caste Census - SECC 2011)
Coverage Amount Up to 25 lakh per family per year for secondary and tertiary hospitalization
Beneficiary Rural and urban poor based on predefined criteria (no enrollment required)
Eligibility

Network Hospitals More than 25,000 empaneled government and private hospitals across India

Treatment Covers hospitalization, pre and post-hospitalization expenses, medicines,

Coverage diagnostics, and follow-ups
Premium Cost Fully funded by the Government (no premium paid by beneficiaries)

Mode of Beneficiaries identified through Ayushman Bharat card and Aadhaar-based

Identification verification
Technology Use E-cards, paperless and cashless transactions through the PM-JAY IT system
Portal for Details https://pmjay.gov.in

¥
Helpline Number 14555 (Toll-Free)




Neuroscience
of Addiction




During the Brain Awareness Week (March 10-16), a study revealed
that addiction involves a complex neural circuit in the brain
affecting craving, emotional regulation, and decision-making.

It underscores addiction as a chronic brain condition rather than
a moral failing, paving the way for more effective treatment

strategies.




How Does Neuroscience Explain Addiction?

Role of Brain in Addiction: The study highlights 3
key brain regions involved in addiction i.e., basal
ganglia, extended amygdala, and prefrontal cortex.




» Basal Ganglia: It teaches the brain to repeat pleasurable
activities, whether from food, social interaction, or addictive
substances.

* |t works with neurotransmitters like dopamine and serotonin to
reinforce pleasurable behaviors.



Extended Amygdala:

It triggers anxiety, irritability, and unease when
substance use stops, pushing continued use
despite harm.




 Prefrontal Cortex: It explains why substance use continues despite
knowing its harmful effects, a key trait of addiction.

« The prefrontal cortex, which handles decision-making, time management, and
prioritization, completes the triad.


http://drishtiias.com/images/uploads/1742284462_Neuroscience_of_Addiction.png

Brain Regions Affected by Addiction

Basal
Ganglia

Prefrontal
Cortex

® Rewards & motivation
® Forming habits & behaviors

® Decision-making
¢ Impulse control

Extended e Stress & anxiety
Amygdala e “Fight or Flight” response



Vulnerability to Adolescents:

Adolescence represents a critical “at-risk period” for
substance use because the brain is still developing.

e The prefrontal cortex, which controls impulses and decision-
making, matures last. This makes teens more vulnerable to
addiction.



Other Reasons of Addiction:
« Genetic Predisposition: Some individuals are biologically more prone to addiction.

- Psychological Factors: Trauma, stress, and mental health disorders increase
vulnerability.

« Environmental Influences: Family history, peer pressure, and socioeconomic
conditions play a significant role.

« Age of First Use: Earlier exposure increases the risk of long-term dependency.



What is Brain Awareness Week (BAW)?

 About: It is celebrated annually in the third week of
March highlighting the role of brain science in
understanding biology, preventing diseases, and improving
healthcare.

* |t is organised annually by Dana Foundation, a private philanthropic
organization in New York that is dedicated to advancing
neurosciences.



Journey of Brain Awareness Week

Launch of the
Dana Alliance First Brain BRAIN Initiative Expansion to 45
Initiates Brain Awareness Week by US President countries and 32
Awareness Week celebrated Barak Obama U.S. states
1995 1996 2013 2021

| | | >




First-ever Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj temple in
Bhiwandi




* Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis
inaugurated the first grand temple dedicated
to Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj in Bhiwandi,

Thane.

About temple

* The temple is designed by architect Vijaykumar
Patil and it spans 2,500 square feet with a 5,000

square foot fort-like boundary.



It houses a 6.5-foot statue of Shivaji Maharaj sculpted by Arun
Yogiraj who also crafted the Ram temple idol in Ayodhya.

The temple’s design incorporates fort elements, including a 42-
foot entrance, bastions, and surveillance pathways.

Inside the boundary, 36 sections showcase sculptures of key
moments from Shivaji Maharaj’s life.




Reinsurance



The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) has
approved the first private reinsurance company, Valueattics Reinsurance.

What is Reinsurance?

Definition: Reinsurance is a risk management mechanism where an insurance

company transfers a portion of its risk to another insurance company, called a
reinsurer.




* This helps insurers mitigate financial losses arising from large claims, such as
natural disasters or major accidents.

* Regulated by: IRDAI, under the Insurance Act, 1938 and IRDAI (Re-
Insurance) Regulations, 2018.

* Significance: Protects insurers from insolvency due to large payouts,
risk diversification & promotes market growth.



Autopen




* Former US President Donald Trump
has declared that all pardons
signed by President Joe Biden are
invalid, alleging they were executed
using an autopen.
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What is an Autopen?

* An autopen is a mechanical device that replicates a person’s signhature
automatically, without manual effort.

History:

1.Early Origins:

1. The first signature duplication machine, known as the polygraph, was

invented by John Isaac Hawkins in 1803, using a pantograph mechanism to
replicate handwriting.



1.Robot Pen (1930s):

1. Developed in the 1930s, the Robot Pen became the first commercial autopen,
mass-producing signature templates stored on record-like devices.

2.Commercial Success:

1. The first commercially successful autopen was created by Robert M. De
Shazo Jr. in 1942.



Word of the day

Shenanigan:

the use of tricks to deceive someone (usually to

extract money from them); reckless or malicious
behaviour that causes discomfort or annoyance
in others

Synonym S. devilry, mischief, roguishness,
guile, trickery, wile

Usa g€ He needs to stop these shenanigans
and be more mature.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/
shenaniganpro

International Phonetic
Al P habet: /[e'’naen.1gan/




from the session



What was the key reason the Supreme Court set aside the NGT’s order
on Auroville’s township construction?

gt FIE F FES F BT @AAor v vasid & e f
“Fat @ifer &3 fQa?

* A. The project had already received environmental clearance /

IRASET 1 gg & qAEIor A e g ot
B. The NGT overstepped |t5ét_1£_rsdlct|on / TASTEr o 39 AAFR

AT & STgT SAThT 3MTer

C. The construction was halted by the local government, not NGT /

RIHATOT T TATNT TSR o7 AFT AT, TeTsiey of et
D. The case was dismissed due to lack of evidence / ATHS &I aaa’r

I FAT F FRUT IR ST AT =47



What was the main argument of the Auroville Foundation regarding the
Darkali forest?

IS BIFSAA HT SRFTC ST & IR A LT dF FAT AT?
* A. It is a protected national forest under Indian Iaw/ZI%' TR

Flelel & ded WUad ST a1 g

B. It is a man-made plantatlon not a natural forest / dg Ueh HIdd-
fAffa gamior 8, ypfas a7 7t

C.ltis an ancient ecologlcal site that cannot be disturbed / g T
g aREufas vaa ¢ o9 qFae 78 tIETITdT ST GehdT
D. It falls under UNESCO’s heritage conservatlon list / I8 '«'ﬁﬁff T
fatrae wwator @ A anfAe @



What was India's rank in the "Future of Free Speech" survey conducted
by a U.S.-based think tank?

v FARP & TF ganr v v "wgE e sy T wdator
H MRd 1 & Far A?

* A. 10th
B. 18th
C. 24th
D. 30th



Which countries ranked the highest in the global free speech survey?

Af¥gs FFT HT9OT WAETOT A FIT F U FaAfed YW W W@?

« A. United States and Canada / §9ad Usd TANST 3 FAET
B. Norway and Denmark/ﬁﬁ' 3ﬁT STHTR
C. Germany and Sweden / ST 3T g
D. Japan and South Korea / SIT9TeT 3T gfgor FIRET



Which part of the brain is primarily responsible for addiction?

ATETSE: FT Fla AT AT AT T F a7 F v Feer 32

* A. Cerebellum /@'ﬁﬁ?ﬂ{ .
B. Prefrontal Cortex / WIhedl HIcTFH

C. Basal Ganglia / 9 AfTeraT
Roarheay

D. Hippocampus /



What is Brain Awareness Week (BAW) mainly focused on?

WWW(BAW)WW@WWW%”

* A. Promoting brain-computer interfaces / §1- W SETeF\‘T Y
gerar el
B. Understanding neuroscience and brain health / _ﬂﬂ'\‘ﬂ?yﬂ' 3R
n%rw TATELT B HSTAT

C. Developing Al-powered neural networks / UB-TI'%' TR =g el

deah ReRAT FET
D. Exploring space and its effects on the brain / 3dR&T 3R 3dF
ARETSH T THTG T T HIeIl



Who organizes Brain Awareness Week annually?

ool IAAAT N FT 91 AT FisT FIGT 82

* A. World Health Organization (WHO) / g Tareew garas (WHO)
B. Dana Foundation / STT WI382leT
C. American Psychological Association (APA) / AR el
ATSHhIellolehel THITATAST (APA)
D. National Institutes of Health (NIH) / SeTTel 3‘1—'&3‘«‘1‘3 T god
(NIH)



Which city in Maharashtra saw the inauguration of the first-ever
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj temple?
HERTSE & fhy A8 A gger Saufa Rars AR AfRT
€3Tf”

¢ A Pune/tl'ﬁ'
B. Mumbal/?FITé'

C. Bhiwandi /

D. Aurangabad / @G



What is the primary purpose of reinsurance?

qeAdiAT (Reinsurance) FT HET 36T FIT 872

* A. To provide low-cost insurance to the public / STTdT &I &H TETd

arell AT JAAT YSTT HIAT
B. To allow insurers to manage risks from large claims / AT Hufaar

ﬁﬁaﬁ#aﬁmﬁmﬁwﬁamﬁaﬁmm
gﬁTO INcrease proflts Of iInsurance companles/3°|'3=|T EFCIiﬁZII 3-7 Hd_'”q;
JoTT

D. To eliminate the need for government-backed insurance / AIHhRT
ALY qrell AT Y MTTHAT TATCT HIAT



What is an Autopen?
e F4T g7
* A. A robotic system that scans and verifies signatures / Teh QeeH

YoITell ST §EATETRY &I Thet 3N Tcaiid FIdT &

B. A mechanical device that replicates a person’s signature
automatically / T ITAS 3YHRIOT ST TaAMfad T T fhdT IiFd
& EEAIET T dAheT AT &

C. A biometric scanner used for digital signatures / T mﬁﬁj—?
TheX Y Bfoed godnBrY & Qv 39aier fhar Jer §

D. A type of 3D printing pen used for artistic designs / ShellcHS
f3Srest & faT 39Aier fhar S arar 331 e 9«



Word of the day

Chicane:

a bridge hand that is void of trumps; a movable
barrier used in motor racing; sometimes placed
before a dangerous corner to reduce speed

as cars pass in single file; the use of tricks to
deceive someone (usually to extract money
from them); defeat someone through trickery or
deceit; raise trivial objections

Synonyms: guile, shenanigan, trickery,
wile, cheat

Usage: That man’s car flew out of control and
spun across the chicane.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/chicanepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /rkemy, fAikemn/
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Thank you
guys.
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