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The Supreme Court set aside 
orders from the National Green 
Tribunal (NGT) and the Madras 
High Court, which had halted 

development activities in 
Auroville due to environmental 

concerns.

The ruling emphasized the need 
for a “golden balance” 
between the right to 

development and 
environmental protection.



Right to Development vs. Right to Clean Environment

The judgment stated that both rights—clean environment and development—are 
fundamental under the Constitution.

Industrialization and urban development are equally prioritized under Articles 14, 
19, and 21.

While environmental laws, including the precautionary principle and polluter-pays 
principle, are valid, they cannot override the right to development.



Setting Aside NGT Orders

• The Supreme Court quashed the April 2022 NGT order, which had 
stalled township construction in Auroville until environmental 
clearance was obtained.

• The court criticized the NGT for overstepping its jurisdiction and 
issuing legally untenable directions.



Roads & Darkali Forest Dispute

• The grievance in the case was related to road construction under 
Auroville’s Master Plan.

• The NGT had claimed that the construction would damage the 
Darkali forest.

• However, the Auroville Foundation argued that Darkali is a man-
made plantation, not a natural forest, and thus did not require 
special environmental clearance under the Forest Conservation Act, 
1980.



4. Master Plan Approval

The Supreme Court noted that the Auroville Master Plan was approved in 
2001 by both the Foundation and the Minister of Human Resource 
Development.

It was formally published in the official gazette in 2010, making it legally valid.





www.auroville.org















Key Findings from the Survey

• India ranked 24th out of 33 countries in a global free speech survey 
conducted by the Future of Free Speech, a U.S.-based think tank.

• India's score: 62.6, placing it between South Africa (66.9) and 
Lebanon (61.8).

• The survey found that while most Indians value free speech without 
government censorship, support for criticizing government policies 
is below the global average.



Global Trends

• Scandinavian countries (Norway & Denmark) ranked highest, with 
scores of 87.9 and 87.0.

• Indonesia (56.8), Malaysia (55.4), and Pakistan (57.0) showed the 
biggest improvements, though they remained at the lower end of 
the ranking.

• Hungary (85.5) and Venezuela (81.8) scored high, suggesting a 
disconnect between government restrictions and public attitudes.



India's Standing & Key Observations

• 37% of Indian respondents agreed that "governments should be able to prevent 
people" from criticizing government policies—the highest percentage among all 
surveyed nations.

• In contrast: Only 5% in the U.K. and 3% in Denmark supported such restrictions.

• The report flagged a disconnect between India's popular support for free speech 
and actual protection of speech.

• India, Hungary, and Venezuela were identified as examples of "democratic 
backsliding" where legal protections for free speech are weaker than public 
demand.



Public Sentiment in India

When asked whether their ability to speak freely about 
politics has improved or worsened: 

• Many Indians and South Africans said the situation has improved.

• However, global observers ranked India among countries where free 
speech has deteriorated.









Neuroscience 
of Addiction



During the Brain Awareness Week (March 10-16), a study revealed 
that addiction involves a complex neural circuit in the brain 
affecting craving, emotional regulation, and decision-making.

It underscores addiction as a chronic brain condition rather than 
a moral failing, paving the way for more effective treatment 
strategies.



How Does Neuroscience Explain Addiction?

Role of Brain in Addiction: The study highlights 3 
key brain regions involved in addiction i.e., basal 
ganglia, extended amygdala, and prefrontal cortex.



• Basal Ganglia: It teaches the brain to repeat pleasurable 
activities, whether from food, social interaction, or addictive 
substances.

• It works with neurotransmitters like dopamine and serotonin to 
reinforce pleasurable behaviors.



Extended Amygdala:

It triggers anxiety, irritability, and unease when 
substance use stops, pushing continued use 
despite harm.



• Prefrontal Cortex: It explains why substance use continues despite 
knowing its harmful effects, a key trait of addiction.

• The prefrontal cortex, which handles decision-making, time management, and 
prioritization, completes the triad.

•

http://drishtiias.com/images/uploads/1742284462_Neuroscience_of_Addiction.png




Vulnerability to Adolescents:

Adolescence represents a critical “at-risk period” for 
substance use because the brain is still developing.

• The prefrontal cortex, which controls impulses and decision-
making, matures last. This makes teens more vulnerable to 
addiction.



• Other Reasons of Addiction:

• Genetic Predisposition: Some individuals are biologically more prone to addiction.

• Psychological Factors: Trauma, stress, and mental health disorders increase 
vulnerability.

• Environmental Influences: Family history, peer pressure, and socioeconomic 
conditions play a significant role.

• Age of First Use: Earlier exposure increases the risk of long-term dependency.

•



What is Brain Awareness Week (BAW)?

• About: It is celebrated annually in the third week of 
March highlighting the role of brain science in 
understanding biology, preventing diseases, and improving 
healthcare.

• It is organised annually by Dana Foundation, a private philanthropic 
organization in New York that is dedicated to advancing 
neurosciences.





First-ever Chhatrapati 
Shivaji Maharaj temple in 

Bhiwandi



• Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis 
inaugurated the first grand temple dedicated 
to Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj in Bhiwandi, 
Thane.

About temple
• The temple is designed by architect Vijaykumar 

Patil and it spans 2,500 square feet with a 5,000 
square foot fort-like boundary.

•



It houses a 6.5-foot statue of Shivaji Maharaj sculpted by Arun 
Yogiraj who also crafted the Ram temple idol in Ayodhya.

The temple’s design incorporates fort elements, including a 42-
foot entrance, bastions, and surveillance pathways.

Inside the boundary, 36 sections showcase sculptures of key 
moments from Shivaji Maharaj’s life.



Reinsurance



The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) has 
approved the first private reinsurance company, Valueattics Reinsurance.

What is Reinsurance?

Definition: Reinsurance is a risk management mechanism where an insurance 
company transfers a portion of its risk to another insurance company, called a 
reinsurer.



• This helps insurers mitigate financial losses arising from large claims, such as 
natural disasters or major accidents.

• Regulated by: IRDAI, under the Insurance Act, 1938 and IRDAI (Re-
Insurance) Regulations, 2018.

• Significance: Protects insurers from insolvency due to large payouts, 
risk diversification & promotes market growth.



Autopen



• Former US President Donald Trump 
has declared that all pardons 
signed by President Joe Biden are 
invalid, alleging they were executed 
using an autopen.





What is an Autopen?

• An autopen is a mechanical device that replicates a person’s signature 
automatically, without manual effort.

History:

1.Early Origins:

1. The first signature duplication machine, known as the polygraph, was 
invented by John Isaac Hawkins in 1803, using a pantograph mechanism to 
replicate handwriting.



1.Robot Pen (1930s):

1. Developed in the 1930s, the Robot Pen became the first commercial autopen, 
mass-producing signature templates stored on record-like devices.

2.Commercial Success:

1. The first commercially successful autopen was created by Robert M. De 
Shazo Jr. in 1942.





10 MCQ from the session 



What was the key reason the Supreme Court set aside the NGT’s order 
on Auroville’s township construction?

सुप्रीम कोर्ट ने औरोविले के र्ाउनशिप ननमाटण पर एनजीर्ी के आदेि को 
क्यों खाररज कर ददया?

• A. The project had already received environmental clearance / 
पररयोजना को पहले ही पयाटिरण मंजरूी शमल चुकी थी
B. The NGT overstepped its jurisdiction / एनजीर्ी ने अपने अधिकार 
क्षेत्र से बाहर जाकर आदेि ददया
C. The construction was halted by the local government, not NGT / 
ननमाटण को स्थानीय सरकार ने रोका था, एनजीर्ी ने नहीं
D. The case was dismissed due to lack of evidence / मामले को सबूतों 
की कमी के कारण खाररज कर ददया गया



What was the main argument of the Auroville Foundation regarding the 
Darkali forest?

अरोविले फाउंडिेन का डारकाली जगंल के बारे में मुख्य तकट  क्या था?
• A. It is a protected national forest under Indian law / यह भारतीय 
कानून के तहत संरक्षक्षत राष्ट्रीय िन है
B. It is a man-made plantation, not a natural forest / यह एक मानि-
ननशमटत िकृ्षारोपण है, प्राकृनतक िन नहीं
C. It is an ancient ecological site that cannot be disturbed / यह एक 
प्राचीन पाररस्स्थनतक स्थल है स्जसे नुकसान नहीं पहंुचाया जा सकता
D. It falls under UNESCO’s heritage conservation list / यह यूनेस्को की 
विरासत संरक्षण सूची में िाशमल है



What was India's rank in the "Future of Free Speech" survey conducted 
by a U.S.-based think tank?

एक अमेररकी धथकं र्ैंक द्िारा ककए गए "फ्यूचर ऑफ फ्री स्पीच" सिेक्षण 
में भारत की रैंक क्या थी?

• A. 10th
B. 18th
C. 24th
D. 30th



Which countries ranked the highest in the global free speech survey?

िैस्विक मुक्त भाषण सिेक्षण में कौन से देि सिोच्च स्थान पर रहे?
• A. United States and Canada / संयुक्त राज्य अमेररका और कनाडा

B. Norway and Denmark / नॉिे और डनेमाकट
C. Germany and Sweden / जमटनी और स्िीडन
D. Japan and South Korea / जापान और दक्षक्षण कोररया



Which part of the brain is primarily responsible for addiction?

मस्स्तष्ट्क का कौन सा भाग मुख्य रूप से नि ेके शलए स्जम्मेदार है?
• A. Cerebellum / सेररबेलम

B. Prefrontal Cortex / प्रीफं्रर्ल कॉरे्क्स
C. Basal Ganglia / बेसल गैंस्ललया
D. Hippocampus / दहप्पोकैम्पस



What is Brain Awareness Week (BAW) mainly focused on?

बे्रन अिेयरनेस िीक (BAW) मुख्य रूप से ककस पर कें दित है?
• A. Promoting brain-computer interfaces / बे्रन-कंप्यूर्र इंर्रफेस को 
बढािा देना
B. Understanding neuroscience and brain health / न्यूरोसाइंस और 
मस्स्तष्ट्क स्िास््य को समझना
C. Developing AI-powered neural networks / एआई-आिाररत न्यूरल 
नेर्िकट  विकशसत करना
D. Exploring space and its effects on the brain / अतंररक्ष और उसके 
मस्स्तष्ट्क पर प्रभाि का अध्ययन करना



Who organizes Brain Awareness Week annually?

बे्रन अिेयरनेस िीक का िावषटक आयोजन कौन करता है?
• A. World Health Organization (WHO) / विवि स्िास््य संगठन (WHO)

B. Dana Foundation / डाना फाउंडिेन
C. American Psychological Association (APA) / अमेररकन 
साइकोलॉस्जकल एसोशसएिन (APA)
D. National Institutes of Health (NIH) / नेिनल इंस्र्ीट्यूर् ऑफ हेल्थ
(NIH)



Which city in Maharashtra saw the inauguration of the first-ever 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj temple?

महाराष्ट्र के ककस िहर में पहला छत्रपनत शििाजी महाराज मंददर 
उद्घादर्त हुआ?

• A. Pune / पुणे
B. Mumbai / मंुबई
C. Bhiwandi / शभिंडी
D. Aurangabad / औरंगाबाद



What is the primary purpose of reinsurance?

पुनबीमा (Reinsurance) का मुख्य उद्देवय क्या है?
• A. To provide low-cost insurance to the public / जनता को कम लागत 
िाली बीमा सेिा प्रदान करना
B. To allow insurers to manage risks from large claims / बीमा कंपननयों 
को बड ेदािों से जडु ेजोखखमों को प्रबंधित करने की अनुमनत देना
C. To increase profits of insurance companies / बीमा कंपननयों के मुनाफे 
को बढाना
D. To eliminate the need for government-backed insurance / सरकारी 
समथटन िाली बीमा की आिवयकता समाप्त करना



What is an Autopen?

ऑर्ोपेन क्या है?
• A. A robotic system that scans and verifies signatures / एक रोबोदर्क 
प्रणाली जो हस्ताक्षरों को स्कैन और सत्यावपत करती है
B. A mechanical device that replicates a person’s signature 
automatically / एक यांत्रत्रक उपकरण जो स्िचाशलत रूप से ककसी व्यस्क्त 
के हस्ताक्षर की नकल करता है
C. A biometric scanner used for digital signatures / एक बायोमेदरक 
स्कैनर जो डडस्जर्ल हस्ताक्षरों के शलए उपयोग ककया जाता है
D. A type of 3D printing pen used for artistic designs / कलात्मक 
डडजाइनों के शलए उपयोग ककया जाने िाला 3डी वप्रदंर्गं पेन









Thank you 
guys.
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