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Category Likely treatment

Peaceful students named only for participating in 
protests

FIRs may be quashed using Article 142

Students involved in minor protest-related conduct Separate scrutiny may be required

Persons accused of violence or destruction of property No automatic protection

Persons with serious criminal antecedents Cases to continue or be examined separately

Police personnel accused of misconduct
Allegations may be investigated by the proposed 
committee

People accused of harassing women protesters Separate legal investigation may follow



Provision Meaning Relevance

Article 19(1)(a) Freedom of speech and expression
Protects the expression of opposition 

and public grievances

Article 19(1)(b)
Right to assemble peacefully and 

without arms

Constitutional foundation of peaceful 

demonstrations

Article 19(2) Reasonable restrictions on speech

Restrictions may be imposed for public 

order, security and other specified 

grounds

Article 19(3) Reasonable restrictions on assembly

State may regulate assemblies in the 

interests of public order and 

sovereignty and integrity of India

Article 21 Life and personal liberty

Relevant to arbitrary arrest, 

surveillance, privacy and use of 

disproportionate force

Article 32
Constitutional remedies before the 

Supreme Court

Enables enforcement of fundamental 

rights

Article 142 Power to do “complete justice”
May be used to quash multiple protest-

related FIRs in an exceptional situation











Case Principle

Kameshwar Prasad v. State of Bihar (1962)
Peaceful demonstration is protected, though there is 
no fundamental right to strike

Himat Lal K. Shah v. Commissioner of Police (1973)
State may regulate public meetings but cannot impose 
an arbitrary blanket prohibition

Ramlila Maidan Incident, In Re (2012)
Citizens have a right to peaceful protest; police force 
must be justified and proportionate

Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan v. Union of India
(2018)

Protest rights must be balanced with the rights of 
residents and commuters

Amit Sahni v. Commissioner of Police (2020)
Public roads cannot be occupied indefinitely in a 
manner that seriously obstructs the public

K.S. Puttaswamy v. Union of India (2017)
Privacy is a fundamental right; State intrusion must 
satisfy legality, necessity and proportionality

Tehseen S. Poonawalla v. Union of India (2018)
State has a duty to prevent violence and protect 
citizens from unlawful collective action









Particular Information

Title Belonging: A Journey of Love

Author Sonia Gandhi

Genre Autobiography/political memoir

Publisher Alfred A. Knopf/Knopf

Publication date 10 November 2026

Hardcover length 544 pages

Large-print edition 896 pages

Audiobook duration Approximately 19 hours

ISBN 9780593803592

Status in August 2026
Announced and available for preorder; not yet 

published



Event Year

Indira Gandhi assassinated 1984

Rajiv Gandhi became Prime Minister 1984

Rajiv Gandhi lost office 1989

Rajiv Gandhi assassinated 1991

Time between the two assassinations Approximately seven years



Political milestone Year

Formally joined active Congress politics 1997

Became Congress president 1998

Became Leader of the Opposition in Lok Sabha 1999

Led Congress/UPA in general election 2004

Declined prime ministership 2004

UPA chairperson 2004–2014

Entered Rajya Sabha 2024













Stage Period Requirement

CBAM regulation entered into force May 2023 Legal framework established

Transitional phase
1 October 2023–31 December 
2025

Importers mainly reported 
embedded emissions; generally no 
certificate-payment obligation

Definitive regime From 1 January 2026
Authorisation, reporting and 
financial obligations apply

First annual declaration for 2026 
imports

By 30 September 2027 under the 
current implementation schedule

Importers report 2026 emissions 
and surrender corresponding 
certificates

Full alignment
Gradually linked with phase-out of 
free EU ETS allowances

CBAM burden increases as free 
allowances decline





• Simplified formula

• CBAM liability≈Embedded emissions×EU ETS-
linked certificate price−Recognised carbon price paid abroad 

• The calculation also accounts for adjustments linked to free 
EU ETS allocation.

• Example

• Assume:

• Imported steel contains 2 tonnes of embedded CO₂. 

• Applicable EU carbon price is €70 per tonne. 

• An effective carbon price of €10 per tonne was already 
paid in the country of production. 

• A highly simplified liability would be:

• 2×(€70−€10)=€120 

• The real regulatory calculation is more complex.



Sector Examples

Iron and steel
Steel sheets, pipes, structural products and selected 
downstream goods

Aluminium Primary aluminium and selected aluminium products

Cement Cement and clinker

Fertilisers Nitrogen-based fertilisers and relevant inputs

Electricity Imported electricity

Hydrogen Hydrogen produced through carbon-intensive processes



EU argument Explanation

Prevent carbon leakage
Stops production from shifting merely to avoid 

carbon pricing

Equal treatment
Imported and EU-made goods should face 

comparable carbon costs

Climate integrity
EU emission reductions should not simply 

move emissions abroad

Cleaner production
Encourages foreign producers to adopt low-

carbon technologies

Paris-aligned transition Supports the EU’s climate-neutrality objectives

Credit for foreign carbon price
Carbon price paid in the country of origin may 

be deducted

WTO compatibility
EU argues that comparable treatment is based 

on product emissions, not nationality



BRICS concern Explanation

Unilateral action
The EU designed the mechanism without a multilateral climate 
agreement

Protectionism
Environmental rules could protect European industries from cheaper 
imports

Discrimination
Producers in developing economies may face heavier relative compliance 
costs

Historical emissions Developed countries industrialised using fossil fuels for much longer

Technology gap
Developing countries may lack affordable green steel and hydrogen 
technologies

Climate-finance gap
Developed countries have not provided climate finance at the required 
scale

Administrative burden
Small exporters may struggle with complex emissions measurement and 
verification

Loss of revenue Reduced exports could weaken funds available for green investment

Policy autonomy
CBAM could pressure other countries to adopt EU-style carbon-pricing 
systems

Revenue destination
Carbon-border revenue is collected by the EU rather than automatically 
financing decarbonisation in exporting countries



• CBDR-RC principle

• The developing-country argument is based strongly on:

• Common but Differentiated Responsibilities and 
Respective Capabilities—CBDR-RC

• This principle is recognised under the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change—UNFCCC and 
reflected in the Paris Agreement.

• Meaning

• All countries share responsibility for addressing climate 
change, but their obligations should differ according to:

• Historical contribution to climate change. 

• Economic capacity. 

• Technological capacity. 

• National circumstances. 

• Development needs. 

• Present and future emissions. 



• Impact on India

• India is among the major countries exposed to 
CBAM-covered trade, especially in iron and steel.

• The EU reported India among the leading countries 
of origin for CBAM goods during the mechanism’s 
initial definitive-phase operations. European 
Commission operational update.

• Most exposed Indian sectors

Sector Exposure

Iron and steel Highest immediate exposure

Aluminium
Significant due to electricity-
intensive production

Fertilisers
Potential effect on nitrogen-
based products

Cement
Comparatively smaller export 
exposure but carbon-intensive

Hydrogen
Future opportunity if India 
develops green hydrogen

Electricity
Limited direct Indian exposure 
because of geography

https://taxation-customs.ec.europa.eu/news/cbam-successfully-entered-force-1-january-2026-2026-01-14_en?utm_source=chatgpt.com


• Possible effects on India

• Negative effects

• Higher effective cost of carbon-intensive exports. 

• Reduced price competitiveness in Europe. 

• Expensive emissions monitoring and third-party verification. 

• Pressure on MSME suppliers. 

• Possible diversion of exports to non-EU markets. 

• Risk of “green trade fragmentation.” 

• Lower revenue for carbon-intensive producers. 

• Accelerated retirement of older industrial assets. 

• Potential positive effects

• Strong incentive for industrial decarbonisation. 

• Greater demand for renewable energy. 

• Investment in green hydrogen and green steel. 

• Better measurement of product-level emissions. 

• Improved global competitiveness of cleaner Indian producers. 

• Development of a domestic carbon market. 

• First-mover advantage for low-carbon exporters. 



Measure Purpose

Domestic carbon market Establish a recognised price for emissions reductions

Carbon Credit Trading Scheme Support market-based decarbonisation

Green steel taxonomy Define and certify lower-emission steel

Renewable energy expansion Reduce emissions embedded in industrial electricity

Green Hydrogen Mission Decarbonise steel, fertiliser and refining sectors

Product carbon accounting Generate verified plant- and product-level data

Mutual recognition negotiations Seek EU recognition of Indian carbon-pricing and certification systems

WTO consultation/challenge Test whether CBAM complies with trade rules

FTA negotiations Seek safeguards, cooperation or transitional support

Climate diplomacy Demand finance and technology transfer

Support for MSMEs Reduce compliance and verification costs

Recycling and circular economy Expand scrap-based steel and aluminium production



Original members Expanded members

Brazil Egypt

Russia Ethiopia

India Iran

China United Arab Emirates

South Africa Indonesia

Saudi Arabia













Feature MGNREGA VB–G RAM G

Parent law MGNREGA, 2005 VB–G RAM G Act, 2025

Effective period 2006–30 June 2026 From 1 July 2026

Guaranteed 
employment

100 days per rural household 125 days per rural household

Nature of work Unskilled manual work
Unskilled wage work linked more closely with rural 
development and livelihood assets

Basic eligibility
Adult members of rural households willing to perform 
unskilled manual work

Similar basic rural-household entitlement

Funding model
Centre paid 100% of unskilled wages and 75% of 
material and skilled/semi-skilled wage costs

Centrally Sponsored Scheme with Centre–State 
sharing

Normal sharing ratio
Centre historically bore approximately 90% of overall 
expenditure

60:40 for most States

Social audits Core accountability mechanism Continues, subject to new framework and rules



Special-category 

sharing
Different MGNREGA cost rules

Generally 90:10 for specified 

northeastern/Himalayan States and Jammu and 

Kashmir

Allocation system Primarily demand-driven labour budgets
State-wise normative allocation determined by 

Centre

Spending above 

allocation

Not governed by the same normative-cap 

framework

Excess expenditure may have to be borne by 

State

Seasonal 

suspension
No comparable general statutory provision

Up to 60 days may be notified during peak 

agricultural periods

Assets
Water conservation, roads, land development and 

other rural works

Greater emphasis on durable assets, livelihood 

infrastructure and climate resilience

Institutional base Gram Sabha and Gram Panchayat
Panchayat-based implementation continues 

under revised institutions

Unemployment 

allowance

Payable when demanded work is not provided 

within prescribed time
Statutory unemployment allowance continues



• Meaning of “person-days”

• A person-day means one 
person working for one day.

• Examples:

• Therefore, person-days 
measure the volume of 
employment, not the number of 
unique workers.

• A decline of 50% in person-
days could mean:

• Fewer workers obtained 
employment. 

• Workers received fewer days 
of employment. 

• Or both.

Workers
Days 
worked

Person-days 
generated

1 10 10

10 1 10

100 20 2,000

5 lakh 10 50 lakh









Provision Relevance

Article 21
Right to life and dignity; livelihood has been judicially linked with 
dignified life

Article 38 State should promote social welfare and reduce inequalities

Article 39(a) Citizens should have an adequate means of livelihood

Article 41
State should make effective provision for the right to work within its 
economic capacity

Article 43 State should secure a living wage and decent conditions of work

Article 243G Powers and responsibilities of Panchayats

Eleventh Schedule Rural development, poverty alleviation and related local functions













Point Details

Product Special ChatGPT experience for teenagers

Target age 13–17 years

Announcement 18 August 2026

Primary objective
Provide an age-appropriate AI experience with stronger 
safeguards

Educational purpose
Help students understand concepts and learn rather than 
simply generate answers

Safety philosophy
Treat teenagers according to their developmental stage 
and protect them from unsuitable material

Important clarification

The headline does not mean that all educational or 
supportive discussion of suicide, relationships or 
sexuality is prohibited; harmful instructions, explicit 
material and unsafe roleplay receive stricter restrictions



Risk area Teen-account treatment

Suicide Must not encourage, glorify or provide instructions for suicide

Self-harm
Blocks assistance that facilitates self-injury; should redirect towards safety and 
real-world help

Eating disorders
Restricts content promoting starvation, purging, concealment or harmful body 
ideals

Romantic interaction ChatGPT should not engage in romantic roleplay with teenage users

Sexual interaction Sexual chats and sexually explicit roleplay are blocked

Emotional dependency
ChatGPT should not encourage a teen to replace human relationships with the 
chatbot

Claimed feelings It should not suggest that it has personal feelings towards the teenager

Claimed consciousness It should not imply that it is conscious or experiences emotions

Drugs Personalised plans for drug use are prohibited

Dangerous challenges
Instructions, encouragement and realistic simulation of dangerous online 
challenges are restricted

School cheating
Designed to encourage learning and explanation instead of helping students 
conceal cheating

Age-restricted goods Stronger limitations relating to alcohol, drugs and other age-restricted goods

Graphic violence More restrictive treatment of graphic or disturbing violent content



Situation Expected system response

Teen expresses sadness without immediate danger
Provide supportive, non-judgmental conversation and 
encourage connection with trusted people

Teen mentions self-harm thoughts
Prioritise immediate safety and suggest contacting a 
trusted adult or professional

Teen appears to face imminent danger
Encourage emergency or crisis support and activate 
applicable high-risk safeguards

Teen asks for suicide methods
Refuse to provide instructions and redirect towards 
safety

Teen asks how to hide an eating disorder
Refuse concealment advice and encourage appropriate 
help

Teen seeks emotional exclusivity from AI
Avoid reinforcing dependency or suggesting that AI is a 
substitute for family and friends

Teen reports abuse or exploitation
Encourage reaching a safe adult, relevant support service 
or emergency assistance



Feature Function

Parent–teen linking
Parent or guardian can connect with the teenager’s 
account

Quiet hours
Parents may set periods when the teenager cannot 
access ChatGPT

High-risk notifications
Limited notifications may be sent in situations such as 
possible self-harm

Eating-disorder alerts
Additional notifications may be available for serious 
eating-disorder risk

Safety settings Parents can manage selected protective controls

Privacy limitation
Parents are not necessarily given routine access to 
every conversation

Teen autonomy
The system attempts to balance adolescent privacy 
with safety

Parental opt-in
According to the article, parents and teens generally 
must participate in linking the accounts



Topic Generally allowed Restricted/prohibited

Suicide
Prevention, warning signs, seeking help, 
academic discussion

Methods, optimisation, concealment or 
encouragement

Self-harm Recovery support and safety planning Instructions or glorification

Sexual health Age-appropriate educational information Explicit sexual chats or sexual roleplay

Relationships
General advice on healthy friendships and 
boundaries

Romantic chatbot relationship or emotional 
exclusivity

Drugs
Health risks, prevention and recovery 
information

Personalised drug-use plans

Eating disorders
Recovery-oriented and medically safe 
information

Harmful weight-loss methods or 
concealment

Schoolwork Explanation, tutoring and guided learning Assistance designed to conceal cheating

Emotions Empathetic language and emotional support
Claiming that the AI personally loves, needs 
or feels emotions toward the teen







Point Details

Export product Frozen and chilled boneless buffalo meat

International trade name Carabeef

FY 2025–26 export value $5.098 billion

FY 2025–26 export quantity Approximately 12.55 lakh tonnes

FY 2024–25 export value Approximately $4.06 billion

Government regulator/export facilitator
Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export 
Development Authority—APEDA

Current position One of India’s largest agricultural export commodities

Major markets Vietnam, Egypt, Malaysia, UAE and Saudi Arabia

Important distinction
India exports buffalo meat; export of cow/cattle meat is 
prohibited



Financial year/period Export value Quantity/unit value mentioned

2014–15 Approximately $4.8 billion 14.8 lakh tonnes

2014–15 average realisation — Approximately $3,240 per tonne

2023–24 Lower than the 2014–15 peak Approximately $2,700–3,000 per tonne

2024–25 Approximately $4.06 billion
Average approximately $3,236 per 

tonne

2025–26 $5.098 billion Approximately 12.55 lakh tonnes

2025–26 average realisation reported in 
article

— Approximately $3,591 per tonne

April–June 2026 Partial-year data Approximately $4,392 per tonne

2026–27 official objective More than $6 billion Target, not achieved figure



Factor Contribution

Higher unit value More revenue earned per tonne

Product quality Improved international acceptance

APEDA registration Exports limited to approved facilities

Hygiene and safety Greater compliance with importing-country standards

Plant inspections Periodic and surprise inspections

Market diversification Reduced dependence on a few countries

Consumer packaging Expansion beyond large bulk frozen blocks

Brand building
Effort to position Indian carabeef as a recognised 
product

Lower price gap
Indian buffalo meat moved closer in value to Brazilian 
beef

New markets
Uzbekistan and other countries added to buyer 
network

Export-development fund Intended to support promotion and market access



Infrastructure Number/capacity mentioned

APEDA-approved integrated abattoir-
cum-processing plants

Approximately 83

Daily handling capacity 500–2,000 large animals per plant

Standalone slaughterhouses 5

Export-registered meat-processing plants 10

Product form
Primarily frozen/chilled boneless 

buffalo meat



Rank Country Approximate import value

1 Vietnam $933.9 million

2 Egypt $725 million

3 Malaysia $654.1 million

4 United Arab Emirates $444.2 million

5 Saudi Arabia $359.3 million

6 Uzbekistan $307 million

7 Indonesia $301.3 million

8 Iraq $300.1 million

9 Philippines $176.6 million

10 Jordan $105.5 million



Term Meaning

Beef
General international term for bovine 

meat

Carabeef
Meat obtained specifically from water 

buffalo

Indian export product Primarily boneless buffalo meat

Cow/cattle-meat export Prohibited under Indian export policy

Policy significance
“India’s beef exports” in international 

databases primarily refer to buffalo meat

Exam caution

Do not equate Indian buffalo-meat 

exports with cow slaughter or cow-meat 

exports



Indicator Position/information

Bovine-meat export position Among the world’s leading exporters

Projected 2026 quantity
Approximately 17 lakh tonnes carcass-

weight equivalent

Brazil projection Approximately 42.8 lakh tonnes

Australia projection Approximately 21.6 lakh tonnes

India’s approximate position Third-largest in the projection cited

Indian competitive advantage Lower price and large buffalo population

Product limitation
Mainly lean, frozen boneless meat rather 

than premium marbled beef



Product/source Earlier value gap Recent position

Indian buffalo meat
Approximately $3,000 

per tonne
Value has increased

Brazilian beef
More than $5,000 per 

tonne
Retains premium 

positioning

Earlier gap
Approximately $2,000+ 

per tonne
—

Recent gap mentioned —
Reduced to 

approximately $500–
700 per tonne



Issue Explanation

Main economic role of buffaloes Milk production

Animals normally culled Old, infertile, male or low/non-milk-yielding buffaloes

Farmer problem
Unproductive animals still require feed, water, labour 

and space

Meat-sector role
Creates economic value from animals no longer 

productive for dairy

Replacement cycle
Helps farmers replace ageing animals with younger, 

higher-yielding stock

Recommended commercial-dairy turnover Approximately 25–30% of herd

Dairy-sector benefit
Sale value can partly finance purchase of a productive 

animal

International difference
In Brazil, Australia and the US, specialised beef cattle 

compete with dairy cattle for resources

Indian situation
Buffaloes and cattle are primarily raised for milk, not 

specifically for meat



Potential benefits Concerns/challenges

Foreign-exchange earnings Animal-welfare standards

Higher farmer realisation Traceability and illegal transport risks

Supports dairy-herd replacement Disease and sanitary compliance

Employment in processing/logistics Dependence on overseas markets

Value from otherwise unproductive 

animals
Religious and political sensitivity

Export-market diversification Non-tariff barriers

Encourages food-processing investment Need for rigorous abattoir regulation

Better utilisation of by-products
Waste-management and environmental 

impact

Improved product value per tonne Maintaining global hygiene standards







Thank you ☺


