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SC opposes use of SIR data for non-poll tasks

Court issues notice to the Election Commission
and Bengal govt. after Congress leader’s petition

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T stated on Friday
that the Special In-

tensive Revision (SIR) is on-
ly linked to elections as a
petition said the West Ben-
gal government is using
SIR data to delete names
from schemes ensuring
food security, women's
welfare and Backward
Caste certifications.

Justice Joymalya Bagchi,
one of the three judges on
the Bench headed by Chief
Justice of India Surya Kant,
said the Supreme Court, in
its May 27 judgment in the
Bihar SIR case, had made it
very clear that the SIR out-
come cannot be used for
any other purpose, least of
all to conclusively deter-
mine citizenship.

“The Election Commis-

sion has a corresponding
duty to refer the matter to
the government for adjudi-
cation under the Citizen-
ship Act... Until and unless
that is done, for all other
purposes, the status must
go on. The EC is not a con-
stitutional authority re-
garding Articles 9, 10, 11
and 12 [dealing with citi-
zenship rights] of the Con-
stitution,” Justice Bagchi
observed. The court issued
notice to the EC, West Ben-
gal government, and the
Chief Electoral Officer of
the State on a petition filed
by Congress leader Prasen-
jit Bose that deletion from
electoral roll has resulted
in serious civil conse-
quences extending beyond
the right to vote.

Mr. Bose, represented
by senior advocate Gopal
Sankaranarayanan and ad-
vocate Neha Rathi, drew

Court declares that SIR cannot be used for other
purposes, least of all to determine citizenship

Key concerns

Petition raises issues on Bengal

government's use of SIR data

€) Deletion
from electoral
rolls has led
to serious civil
consequences

#) SIRdatais
being linked with
PDS and other

government
schemes

the court’s attention to
three orders passed by the
West Bengal government.
The petition said the State
issued a notification on
May 19 that purged voters
must not remain benefici-
aries of the Annapurna
scheme for cash transfer to
women unless they had
filed appeals before the SIR
tribunal.

On June 4, the State di-

€ Only 38,000 of 34
lakh appeals have been
heard so far; at present
rate, the appellate process is likely to take
nearly 21 years to complete

O Absence of publicly availabie guidelines
on filing of documents, conduct of
hearings and entitlement of excluded
electors to file appeals

rected the deletion of be-
neficiaries under the Pu-
blic Distribution System
(PDS) on the basis of the
outcome of the SIR. On
May 14, it issued an order
calling for authorities to re-
verify and cancel caste cer-
tificates of names deleted
from the SIR list.

“They have even linked
the PDS to voting,” Mr. San-
karanaraynan submitted.

The petition sought direc-
tions for streamlining the
appellate process before
the SIR tribunals, disclo-
sure of data, publication of
standard operating proce-
dure and a time-bound dis-
posal mechanism.

He said these orders
coincide with the snail’s
pace at which the tribunals
are hearing appeals of per-
sons excluded from the
electoral rolls of the State.
Only 38,000 appeals have
been disposed of out of a
total 34 lakh filed in West
Bengal. Out of the 38,000
appeals, 70% have been
cleared for re-inclusion in
the electoral roll.

“If only 38,000 appeals
of the 34 lakh appeals have
been disposed of, over 33.5
lakh appeals are still pend-
ing adjudication by the 19
tribunals... The delay in
the hearing of the appeals

are affecting civil rights.
Mechanisms should be put
in place to ensure transpa-
rency and accountability
in the appellate process.
The 19 tribunals should
have a website to upload
their orders and their stan-
dard operating proce-
dure,” the senior counsel
submitted.

He said that since 70%
of the appeals heard by the
tribunals have been al-
lowed, there ought to be
only a “minimum docu-
mentary threshold” for fas-
ter disposal of the appeals.
“If you have a passport,
that should be a clear pass
for citizenship,” Mr. Sanka-
ranarayanan argued.

The petition flagged the
absence of publicly availa-
ble guidelines on the filing
of documents, issuance of
notices, conduct of hear-
ings, entitlement of exclud-

Petitioner says State denying welfare, cancelling
caste certificates of those excluded from poll rolls

ed electors to file appeals,
supply of reasoned orders
or timelines for disposal of
the appeals. “These adver-
sely affect those whose
names have been deleted
in the SIR process and
could possibly lead to their
names being deleted as be-
neficiaries,” the senior
counsel contended.

“Civil rights of voters are
at risk here. Many of the
voters excluded from the
electoral rolls are poor, il-
literate and uneducated. It
is impossible for them to
file appeals either online
or offline unless ground-le-
vel legal assistance is pro-
vided and comprehensive
guidelines are issued in lo-
cal languages,” the petition
said.

Considering the issues
involved, the apex court
agreed to hear the case at
an early date.



Aspect

Details

Case

The Supreme Court has issued notices to the Election Commission of
India (ECI), the West Bengal Government, and the Chief Electoral Officer
of West Bengal after a petition filed by Congress leader Prasenjit Bose.

Core Issue

The petitioner alleges that the West Bengal government is using data
from the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls for purposes
unrelated to elections, such as welfare schemes and caste verification.

Supreme Court's Observation

The Court reiterated its May 27 judgment in the Bihar SIR case, stating
that SIR data cannot be used for any purpose other than elections,
especially not to determine citizenship.

Citizenship

Justice Joymalya Bagchi observed that only the Central Government can
adjudicate citizenship under the Citizenship Act. Until such
determination, authorities cannot presume a person's citizenship status
based on SIR.

Court's Action

Notices have been issued, and the Supreme Court agreed to hear the
matter at an early date.




Date

May 19

June 4

May 14

Government Action

Voters removed during SIR
would lose benefits under the
Annapurna Scheme unless they
appealed before SIR tribunals.

Deletion of beneficiaries from the
Public Distribution System
(PDS) based on SIR.

Verification and cancellation of
caste certificates of people
whose names were deleted from
electoral rolls.

Petitioner's Objection

Welfare linked to electoral status.

Food security linked to voting
rolls.

Electoral roll deletion used to
guestion social status and rights.



Key Concerns Raised

Concern

Deletion from voter list
PDS linkage

Caste certificates

Citizenship inference

Details

Has resulted in denial of welfare benefits and civil rights.

Food ration benefits allegedly linked with electoral status.

Authorities reportedly began verifying/cancelling caste certificates based on SIR

outcomes.

SIR is allegedly being treated as evidence of citizenship, which the Supreme

Court says is impermissible.

Problems in the Appeals Process

Issue

Total appeals filed

Appeals disposed

Appeals pending

Estimated completion time

Appeals allowed

Statistics [ Observation

34 lakh

38,000 only

Over 33.5 lakh

Nearly 21 years at the current pace

Around 70% of decided appeals resulted in re-inclusion in
electoral rolls



Procedural Issues Highlighted

Problem

No publicly available guidelines
Lack of SOPs

Poor transparency

Limited legal access

Language barriers

Petitioner's Suggestions

Recommendation

Streamline appellate process

Publish SOPs

Upload tribunal orders online

Set timelines

Define minimum documentary requirements

Improve legal aid

Why it Matters

People do not know how to file appeals properly.

No standard procedure for hearings and documentation.

Tribunal orders and procedures are not publicly available.

Many excluded voters are poor, illiterate, or lack internet access.

Legal information is not adequately available in local languages.

Purpose

Faster disposal of appeals.

Uniform and transparent procedures.

Greater accountability.

Avoid long delays.

Prevent unnecessary rejection of appeals.

Help vulnerable voters challenge exclusions.



Principle

Electoral rolls are not proof of
citizenship.

SIR is only for electoral
purposes.

Citizenship must be decided
under the Citizenship Act.

Meaning

Inclusion or exclusion from a voter
list cannot automatically
determine whether someone is an
Indian citizen.

Data collected during SIR cannot be
used to deny welfare benefits,
cancel caste certificates, or
determine citizenship.

Only the legally competent authority
under the Citizenship Act can
determine citizenship status.
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Andy Burnham elected U.K. Labour leader

The former Manchester Mayor is slated to replace Keir Starmer as Prime Minister on Monday; T will work to build a new politics; Burnham said,
reiterating his pledge to reduce the concentration of decision making power in London and distribute it, along with economic growth, across the UK.

Sriram Lakshman
LONDON

ormer Manchester
FMayor Andy Burn-

ham was elected
without contest to the lea-
dership of the Labour par-
ty on Friday and is now
slated to replace Keir
Starmer as U.K. Prime Mi-
nister on Monday. In a
speech on Friday to a spe-
cially convened confe-
rence of Labour MPs, Mr.
Burnham paid tribute to
the man he ousted as he
went on to lay out his plans
for Labour and the coun-
try, calling the transition
the most significant
“change moment” in Brit-
ish politics in 40 years.

Mr. Burnham outlined
five priority directions for
his government, starting
with a commitment to end

infighting within Labour
and the “insidious briefing
culture” at Downing
Street. He also said he
would not punish Labour
MPs who had views diffe-
rent from his (a reference
of not ‘withdrawing the
whip’ from MPs — as Mr.
Starmer had done - who
did not want to vote along
party lines on legislation).

“1 will work to build a
new politics,” Mr. Burn-
ham said, adding that he
wanted to end the political
turbulence Britain had
seen since 2016 and build
consensus where possible.
However, under him, La-
bour would not “try to out-
Green the Greens, or out-
Reform Reform or doing
what we’ve done in the
past of wearing too many
Tory clothes”, Mr. Burn-
ham said.

Andy Burnham hugs his wife Marie-France van Heel as he is

confirmed as Labour’s new leader in central London on Friday. AFP

“Let me tell you, I'm
quite happy that [Conser-
vatives Leader] Kemi [Ba-
denoch] doesn’t approve
of my wardrobe,” Mr.
Burnham quipped, adding
that he did not approve of
Tory clothes either. Mr.
Burnham is known to wear
attire that is more casual

than is the usual practice
for U.K. Prime Ministers.
His “Manchester clothes”
— usually a T-shirt and blaz-
er - have been the subject
of discussion. Last month,
Ms. Badenoch told the U.K.
House of Commons that
Mr. Starmer had been
abandoned by his col-

leagues for “a pair of eye-
lashes and a black T-shirt”.
On Friday, Mr. Burnham
promised to set a direction
for government that is “dis-
tinctively” Labour. He said
Britain had taken a wrong
turn in the 1980s and the
country had surrendered
control of essentials like
water and housing. The
former Manchester mayor
is known to champion the
idea of greater public con-
trol of utilities and recently
announced that he would
be kick-starting the largest
ever public housing boom
since the post-War period.
Large parts of Britain
had been “de-industrial-
ised”, Mr. Burnham said
on Friday. “And that is why
this change today is the
most significant change
moment in our politics for
40 years.” He emphasised

that while he previously
was focused on Manches-
ter, he would now focus on
all of the U.K. He reiterated
his pledge to reduce the
concentration of decision
making power in London
and distribute it — along
with economic growth -
across the country.

He praised his predeces-
sor as having put Labour in
a position to change lives,
taking the party from its
“worst defeat” to a land-
slide victory in 2024. He
cited among the outgoing
Prime Minister’s achieve-
ments, new rights for
workers and renters, wait-
lists for medical appoint-
ments falling, an end to the
right of hereditary ‘Lords’
to sit and vote in Parlia-
ment, and rebuilding Bri-
tain’s reputation
internationally.



Aspect Details

Who? Andy Burnham, former Mayor of Greater Manchester, has been elected Leader of the
UK Labour Party without opposition.

Next Step He is expected to replace Keir Starmer as Prime Minister of the United Kingdom.

Significance Burnham described it as the biggest political change in Britain in nearly 40 years.

Burnham's Five Broad Priorities

Priority Details
1. End Internal Divisions Stop factionalism, infighting and the "briefing culture" within Labour.
2. Consensus Politics Build cooperation rather than confrontation after years of political polarization

since Brexit (2016).

3. Decentralisation Reduce concentration of political and economic power in London and

strengthen regional governments.

4. Public Services Greater public control over essential utilities such as water, expanded

affordable housing and stronger public investment.

5. Economic Revival Re-industrialise neglected regions and spread economic growth across the UK.



Key Promises

Promise

Build a "new politics"

No punishment for dissenting MPs

Decentralisation

Public Housing

Public Ownership

Economic Vision

Issue |dentified

Over-centralisation
De-industrialisation
Housing shortage

Regional inequality

Explanation

Reduce political hostility and encourage consensus.

Unlike previous leadership, MPs will not lose the party whip merely
for disagreeing on legislation.

Transfer decision-making powers away from London to local
regions.

Launch the largest public housing programme since World War Il.

Greater public control over utilities like water.

Burnham's Solution

Empower regional governments.

Revive manufacturing and local economies.

Massive public housing programme.

Spread investment throughout Britain.



Achievements of Keir Starmer Acknowledged by Burnham

Achievement Impact

2024 General Election victory Returned Labour to power after years in opposition.
Workers' rights reforms Improved labour protections.

NHS waiting lists Began reducing waiting times.

House of Lords reform Ended hereditary peers' automatic voting rights.
International standing Improved Britain's global reputation.

Why This Matters

Point Importance

Labour leadership change Marks a new phase in British politics.

Regional empowerment Greater autonomy outside London.

Economic policy Focus on reducing regional inequality.

Governance Shift towards consensus and decentralisation.
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Sobers, arguably the greatest all-rounder, no more

The dashing left-hander represented West Indies in 93 Tests in a career spanning two decades; he came second only to Bradman in Wisden Almanack’s five leading cricketers of the 20th century

OBITUARY
Reusers

arry Sobers, widely
regarded & one of
oricket’s  greatest
allrounders, has passed
aveay at the age of 85, West
Indies Cricket asmounced

on Friday.

A graceful and destruc-
tive Jefi-handed batter, &
lefrarm  bowler equally
skilled 2 d pace
and spin, and a brilliant
ficlder In any position,
Sobers represented West
Indies in 93 Tests I an in-
termationdl career span-
ning two decades, from
1954 to 1974,

Sobers scoced 26 centu-
rles, and his knock of 365
not out against Pakistan in
1958 was the highest indivi-
dual Test score unell Brian
Lara broke his tecoed In
1904,

“A peat onings has
come to an end. In oar
hearts, now and forever,
Sir Garfiek] Sobers,” West
Indies Cricket posted om
social media,

“Anyone who saw him
tn his pomp will have woo:
derfud memories of 3 great
batter, the jreatest sll-
rounder, an kon, 4 once
In-your- lfetime, exception:
al cricketer. And, even
mare important, a lovely
man,” remarked former
Enghnd opener Geoffrey
Bayoott

aricketer 2o phy the game.
Sobers was named one of
the five Rading cricketers
of the 20th cenrury by the
Wizden  Almanack.  He
came second only to prolf
ic Australian batsman Dea

us. 1 don't know mach

Evched In memserys Sobers could chango the compledon of the game In 2 | ¥y, He presents the Player al the Tcumament awand %
Tendullar at the 2003 Works Cup. indtan preat €aged Is amang thase s rapt dertion a5 the legend ofers i 19 wsmu Ascistsy

about geniuses,” he said
Kate In his life,

“Bat 1 do belleve that
what 1 achieved was pot
Just becsuse of the ability
that [ was born wigh lu&

Thelma Sobers.
His faher, a seaman

warking in the Canadian
merchant navy, died when
German forces sank the
boat on which he was serv:
gL, Sobers was five years
old

Sobers excelled 2t many
sports, including football
and haskethall, but oricket
wis his passdon. His fing
memories of the sport
were of playing in the roxd
or on the beach, aged

eight. At first he played
“Lilliparian cricket”,
which reguired lirde space
and a wicket less than half
The pormal size.

The badl would be fash-
joned from a kamp of tar,
the bat from a piece of
fence. If the sun melted the
tar ball, 3 rock wrapped i
coth would serve as a re-
placement.

Hch}SFlmﬂa;

debut for Barbados at 16
He played his firse Test

for West Indies in 1954, At

2, he scored his maiden

The original superstar
who redefined cricket

TRIBUTY

K.C. Vijaya Kumsr

In cricket's deep memory,
sote players seem eternal
and always relevant, The
Lste Sir Dormald Bradman
was ane, and Sir Garfaedd
Sobers (89), who passed
mway in Barbados on Fri-
day, was ancther. If bat-
tng's aura always vested
with Bradman, Sobers held

Toring squads in the Ca-
ribbean would often find

Sobers walking in, curioas
to meet fresh talent, un-

sp
nohvdm.hwﬂmmr

globe,

Sabers held the bat as a
southpaw, anxd from his beft
arm emanated both pace
and the guiles of spin. Arxd
a8 8 Bedder, alacrity was his
defining attribute. He was
aman of many parts, spec-
Ifically in the willow game.
His 8,032 runs and 235
wickets In Tests are spectal
mamnbers indeed, but more
than the statistical heavy
lifting, it was the magic he
lent to sport that drew in

the benchmark for the
highest Individual score in
Tests for many years be
fore Brian Lara went past

Aeive, S Garflald: For Hghong up the game of oricket, Sobors was
Sraghied in 3973 L 010 K BSAGTH PIMRASH & THE S0DG AMCHAES

Sobers’ Test career

agadnst Makolm Nash in an
over during bis forays into
county cricket, and it was 2
first in First Chass history, A
few others replicated it at

stars like Ravi Shastri and
Yuvra) Singh scared high
with their plunder of 36
uns i an over.

The West Indian magic

hundred against Paki the mi in 1994,
which was the record Sobers was ot Just
breaking 365 not cut. about his massive presence
He remains the youn-  in Tests, he could aluo, Be
gest Test tple-conturion. the gun-lingng rboys
In 383 First Class match:  from thase Western clas-
es, Sobers made moee than sics, the momentum
28,000 runs and 100k over  withén a blink of an eve,
1,000 wickets Sobers bolsted six sixes

of stunning cricket and
& Iy often
(umdnvmuluumrw

duction of hatters 10 thelr

mamed after him, is a re-
Bection of the deep rooes
and incandescent pull that
Sobers always wickded.
Sobers, ‘Garry’ o his
close friends, ‘great mon'
to the rest, redefined crick-
et. He played sport the
hard way, bat off the hiedd
he was grace personified.
Cricket has lost &ts original
saperstar, and the spart
will miss him forever,



2. Sir Garfield Sobers passes away at 89

Aspect Details

Name Sir Garfield Sobers
Country West Indies (Barbados)
Age 89 years

Role Legendary all-rounder
International Career 1954-1974

Tests Played 93

Death Announced By Cricket West Indies

Why Sobers is Considered the Greatest All-rounder

Skill Achievement

Batting Elegant left-handed batsman

Bowling Could bowl fast-medium, orthodox spin and wrist spin
Fielding Outstanding close and outfield fielder

Versatility Excelled in every department of cricket



Category Record

Test Matches
Innings

Runs

Average
Centuries
Highest Score
Bowling Wickets
Bowling Average

Five-wicket hauls

93
160
8,032
57.78
26
365*
235

34.03



Major Records

Record Details

Highest Test score 365* against Pakistan (1958), a world record at the time.

Record Duration Held the world record until Brian Lara's 375 (1994).

Wisden Honour Ranked second only to Don Bradman among the greatest cricketers of
the 20th century.

Triple Century Youngest player then to score a Test triple century.

First-Class Cricket Over 28,000 runs and 1,000+ wickets.

Unique Qualities

Area Why He Was Special

Batting Powerful yet elegant stroke play.

Bowling Mastered multiple bowling styles.

Fielding Exceptional reflexes and athleticism.

Leadership Inspirational captain and mentor.

Entertainment Changed cricket into a more attacking spectacle.



Honour

Knighthood

|CC Award

Wisden

Detalls

Knighted in 1975 for services to
cricket.

ICC Men's Cricketer of the Year
trophy is named the Sir Garfield
Sobers Trophy.

Named among the greatest
cricketers of the 20th century.



o EX-MINISTER SONAM WANGYAL HAD RECALLED THAT DURING HIS SECOND FAST TO SEEK ST STATUS FOR LADAKH PEOPLE, INDIRA FLEW TO LEH TO ASSURE HIM ABOUT ACCEPTING THE DEMAND

Vikas Pathak
New Delhi, July 17

While activist Sonam Wang-
chuk has been on an indefinite
hunger strike at Jantar Mantar
since June 28as part of a protest
organised by the Cockroach
Janta Party (CJP) to demand
the resignation of Union Edu-
cation Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan over alleged NEET
paper leak, he seems to be
carrying forward his father
Sonam Wangyal's legacy.

Wangyal had fasted for 16
days in 1982 and again for five
days in 1984 to demand the
Scheduled Tribe (ST) status for
the people of Ladakh.

The 1984 hunger strike of
Wangyal ended when then PM

Indira Gandhi flew to Leh to
meet him. She persuaded him
to end his fast, offering him a
glass of soft drink. Gandhi also
expressed her intent to accept
his demand, but was assassin-
ated later that year.,
Subsequently, it was PM
Rajiv Gandhi, who in 1989 en-
sured the ST status toanumber
of Ladakh communities.
Recounting the episode in
his memoir titled Political
Evolution in Post-Independence
Ladakh, published by the In-
ternational Association for La-
dakh Studies, Wangyal wrote,
“Ladakh had also long de-
served tribal status. People liv-
ing in the North-Eaststatesand
along the Himalayas had been
declared Scheduled Tribes, but

V4 Y

Then PM Indira Gandhi with Sonam Wangyal. aMANSOORKHANING

Ladakh had been ignored.”
Wangyal stated that in 1982,
"a campaign was launched in
thisregard, and Itook an active
part in the movement”, Both
the Muslim and Buddhist com-

munities of Ladakh were in-
volved in this campaign, he
maintained. “To help express
the frustrations of the people
against the indifference of the
government towards this long-

epaper.indianexpresscom pums BB

standing demand, [ went on
hunger strike for 16 days from
the 15th to the 30th of January.
In 1984, 1again wenton hunger
strike for five days,” Wangyal re-
called. "Mrs Indira Gandhi,
then the Prime Minister of
India, visited Leh and assured
us that Ladakh would be
granted Scheduled Tribe
status. She asked me to with-
draw my hunger strike, and of-
fered me a glass of soft drink.”
On Indira’s return to Delhi,
Wangyal stated, “She an-
nounced the intention of the
Government to grant ST status
to the people of Ladakh, how-
ever, this decision wasn't im-
plemented until 1989."
Wangyal, who belonged to
an underprivileged family in

Ladakh, met Shridhar Koul
Dulu — who was raising a vol-
unteer force toward off the Pak-
istani invasion in October 1947
— and volunteered tojoin him.
Duluadvised himto goto Delhi
toraise resources for his school-
ing, and also wrote a letter to
then PM Jawaharlal Nehru rec-
ommending it

Wangyal wrote in his mem-
oirthat he proceeded to Manali
on foot to go to Delhi, walking
over snow for seven days. It
took him 45 days to reach
Delhi, where he sought an ap-
pointment with the PM. Nehru
met him and offered him a
scholarship to study, Wangyal
was then admitted to SP High
SchoolinSrinagar. He finished
his matriculation and became

a private assistant to Kushok
Bakula, the head Lama of Spi-
tuk Monastery in Leh.

Soon afterwards, Wangyal
launched a campaign against
corruption in the administra-
tion, and was arrested and
jailed multiple times. He was
said to be often beaten up by
the police. He was later named
the Lehdistrict president of the
National Conference (NC) and
then, afterthedissolution of the
NC, became the Leh unit chief
ofthe Congress.

In 1957 Wangyal waselected
to the Legislative Council of
J&K, and remained an MLC for
adecade. In1967, he becamean
MLA from Leh on a Congress
ticket. He later also served asa
minister in the J&K Cabinet.

How Sonam Wangchuk’s father broke his 1984 fast after Indiramethim



Aspect Details

Who? Sonam Wangyal, former Jammu & Kashmir minister and father of activist Sonam
Wangchuk.
Current Context Sonam Wangchuk has been on an indefinite hunger strike at Jantar Mantar (since June 28)

over issues concerning 2=l I he article recalls his father's similar movement in 1984.

Main Demand (1984) Grant Scheduled Tribe (ST) status to the people of Ladakh.

Hunger Strikes by Sonam Wangyal

Year Duration Demand Outcome
1982 16 days ST status for Ladakh Demand not accepted immediately.
1984 5 days ST status Ended after PM Indira Gandhi personally

assured action.



What Happened in 1984?

Event Details

Indira Gandhi visited Leh She flew to Leh specifically to meet Sonam Wangyal.

Personal Assurance She promised that the Government intended to grant Scheduled Tribe status
to Ladakh.

Ended Fast She requested Wangyal to withdraw his hunger strike and offered him a glass

of soft drink, ending the fast.

Immediate Result Although the promise was made in 1984, implementation did not happen

immediately.

When Was ST Status Actually Granted?

Event Year

Promise by Indira Gandhi 1984

ST Status granted under PM Rajiv Gandhi 1989



Why Was ST Status Demanded?

Reason Explanation

Tribal identity Ladakh has a predominantly tribal population living in the Himalayan region.

Equal treatment Many Himalayan and North-Eastern communities already enjoyed ST status.

Development ST status would provide constitutional safeguards, reservations and welfare
benefits.

Long neglect Wangyal argued Ladakh had been ignored politically and economically.

Background of Sonam Wangyal

Aspect Details

Family Came from an underprivileged family in Ladakh.

Early education Encouraged by Shridhar Kaul Dullu, later received support to study.

Political career MLA from Leh (1957), later Congress MLA and Cabinet Minister in Jammu & Kashmir.
Public life Campaigned against corruption, was arrested several times, later became Leh district

president of the National Conference and subsequently Congress leader.



Timeline

Year

1947
1957
1967
1982
1984

1989

Significance

Aspect

Constitutional
Political

Current relevance

Event

Shridhar Kaul Dullu encouraged Wangyal's education.

Elected MLA from Leh.

Became Congress MLA.

First hunger strike for ST status.

Indira Gandhi met Wangyal in Leh and assured action.

Rajiv Gandhi government granted ST status to Ladakh communities.

Importance

Highlights the long struggle for recognition of tribal rights in Ladakh.

Demonstrates how peaceful protests influenced policy decisions.

Connects historical demands with present-day movements concerning

Ladakh's rights and governance.



[ron ore major
addition to new
core sectorindex

¢ Indexwith FY23
as base yeartobe
rolled out July 20

SHUBHAM RANA
New Delhi, July 17

THE
a revised Index of Core Indus-
tries (IC1) on Monday by adding
iron ore to the gauge and
Increasing the numberof indus-
tries tracked to nine from eight.

The revised ICI series will
have 202223 as the base year,
updated from 2011-12 in the
current series, Currently, the ICI
measures the production per-
formance of core industries—
coal, crude oil, natural gas, refin-
ery products, fertilisers, steel,
cement and electricity.

In view of iron ore's exten-
sive use in industrial produc-
tionand its significant contrbu-
tion to industrial development,
iron ore has been included asa
core industry in the revised ICI
series, the Department for Pro-
motion of Industry and Inter-
nal Trade said.

Growthin industrial activity,
asmeasured by the IC1 hasbeen
moderating in recent years. As
perthe FY12 ICl series, growth
in the output of eight core
Industries was ata five-yearlow
of 2.7% In FY26. In May, the
cight core industries grew ata
seven-month low pace of 0.5%,

The OEA on Monday will
release the revised ICI series for
June and back series data from
April 2023,
of the ICI since 2017, when the
base year was updated from
FY05. 1t also follows similar exer-
cises for most macro-econamic
datain Indiain 2026, The statis-
tics ministry earlier this year
revised the CP1, GDP, and 11P
series, while the DPIIT intro-
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duced a revised WPI and new
Producer Price Indices in June.
The combined weight of
these nine core industries is
32.88% of 11P,up from 40.2 7%
In the previous series.
Electricity has the highest
weightage in the new nine
core Industries Index at
30.93%, up sharply from
19.85% in the FY12 series.
Refinery products, coal, nat-
ural gas, crude oil, and cement
saw a sharp reduction in their
weightages in the new index,
Intheold ICH, Refinery Prod-
ucts had the largest weight of
28.04%, which hascome down
to 22,57% in the new series.
To ensure consistency with
the IIP,the revised 1Cl seties uses
gross procluction data for com
piling the Steel Index, replacing
the net production data used in
the old IC series.
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2.Iron Ore added to the revised Core Sector Index (Index of Core
Industries)

What is the announcement?

Aspect Details

Announcement Government to release a revised Index of Core Industries (ICl).
Effective Date 20 July

New Base Year 2022-23 (FY23)

Old Base Year 2011-12 (FY12)

Major Change Iron Ore added as the 9th core industry.

What is the Index of Core Industries (ICI)?

Point Details

Purpose Measures production growth in India's core infrastructure industries.

Released by Ministry of Commerce & Industry (Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal
Trade - DPIIT).

Importance Serves as a leading indicator of industrial growth and is used in estimating the Index of

Industrial Production (lIP).
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Why was Iron Ore included?

Reason

Industrial importance
Rising contribution

Better representation

Other Important Changes

Change

Base year updated
Steel Index

Data consistency

Explanation

Iron ore is the primary raw material for steel production.

Its growing role in industrial output justified inclusion.

Makes the index more reflective of India's current industrial structure.

Details

FY12 > FY23

Uses gross production instead of net production.

Revised methodology aligned with the latest [IP and WPI revisions.



Recent Industrial Performance

Indicator

Core sector growth (FY26)

Growth in May

Why is the revision important?

Benefit

Updated economic structure
Better policy decisions
Improved statistics

Better industrial tracking

Value

2.7% (five-year low)

0.5% (seven-month low)

Impact

Reflects current industrial realities.

Provides more accurate data for planning.

Aligns ICI with revised IIP, WPI and national accounts.

More accurately captures infrastructure sector performance.



Gujarat leads Niti’s index
of investor-friendly states

FE BUREAU
New Delhi, July 17

GUJARAT TOPPED THE inau-
gural Investment
Friendliness Index (IFI)
released by think tank Niti
Aayog on Friday, reflecting
the state’s strong investment
ecosystem and underscoring
the role of states in fostering
a conducive business climate.
Gujarat secured 56.6 out
of 100, driven by efficient
port operations, a competi-
tive power sector ensuring
reliable electricity supply, and
an overall favourable busi-
ness environment.
Maharashtra ranked second
with a score of 53.7, backed
by strong private equity and
venture capital inflows, the
highest number of Atal
Tinkering Labs (ATLs), and
robust economic indicators.
Tamil Nadu secured the
third spot with a score of
53.3, aided by efficient port

CHART TOPPERS

States leading investment friendliness index

Gujarat
Maharashtra - 53.7
Tamil Nadu [N 53.3

Goa [ 531
Odisha |l 52 4

(Score)

Source: Niti Aayog

infrastructure, a near-100%
memorandum of wunder-
standing (MoU) conversion
rate and strong export per-
formance. It was followed by
Goa (53.1) and Odisha (52.4).

Among large states, Bihar
ranked last with a score of
41.2, with Niti Aayog noting
significant scope for
improvement in its business
climate and financial health.

The index assesses all 28
states and eight Union
Territories across eight para-

meters — Infrastructure,
Business Climate, Resources,
Government Policy,
Regulatory Ease, Institutional
Environment, Financial
Health and Environmental
Resilience — to benchmark
the investment ecosystem
across the country.

In the Hilly and North-
Eastern States category,
Uttarakhand emerged as the
top performer, followed by
Assam and  Himachal
Pradesh.



Aspect
Index

Released by

Purpose

Coverage

Assessment Parameters

Details
Investment Friendliness Index (IFl)
NITI Aayog

Measures how attractive Indian States
and Union Territories are for investment
and business.

28 States and 8 Union Territories

8 pillars and multiple indicators covering
Investment ecosystem.



State

Gujarat
Maharashtra
Tamil Nadu
Goa

Odisha

56.6

53.7

53.3

53.1

524



Performance of Other States

Large States
State Observation
Bihar Ranked last among large states with 41.2, indicating significant scope for improvement

in business climate and financial health.

Hilly & North-Eastern States

Rank State
1 Uttarakhand
2 Assam

3 Himachal Pradesh



Why Gujarat Ranked First

Strength

Efficient ports
Reliable power supply
Business environment

Industrial ecosystem

Contribution

Strong logistics and international trade connectivity.

Competitive electricity sector ensuring uninterrupted power.

Investor-friendly policies and ease of doing business.

Well-developed manufacturing and export infrastructure.

Why Maharashtra Ranked Second

Strength

Private Equity (PE)

Venture Capital (VC)

Innovation

Economy

Details

Strong PE investments.

Highest VC inflows in the country.

Largest number of Atal Tinkering Labs (ATLS).

Strong industrial and financial base.



Parameter
Infrastructure
Business Climate
Resources
Government Policy

Regulatory Ease
Institutional Environment

Financial Health

Environmental Resilience

What it Measures

Roads, ports, logistics, power, industrial facilities.
Ease of doing business and industrial ecosystem.
Availability of land, labour and natural resources.
Quality and stability of investment policies.

Speed and transparency of approvals and compliance.

Governance, administrative efficiency and support
systems.

Fiscal strength and financial ecosystem.

Sustainability and environmental preparedness.
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