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Russian oil: India calls out ‘double standards’

Centre responds to U.S. Bill seeking to impose
duties on India and others buying Russian oil

Suhasini Haid

NEW DELHI

ndia has cautioned
lagainst “double stan-
dards”, even as U.S.

lawmakers consider a Bill
that would impose 500%
duties on India and other
countries buying Russian
oil.

The Ministry of External
Affairs’s (MEA) comments
comes after indications
that U.S. President Donald
Trump is backing the Rus-
sian Sanctions Act, 2025,
introduced by Republican
Senator Lindsey Graham,
and threat of secondary ta-
riffs of 100% on countries
that continue trade on
sanctioned Russian pro-
ducts.

On Wednesday, NATO
Secretary-General Mark
Rutte, who met with Mr.
Trump and members of
the U.S. Congress, also is-

sued a threat, in particular
to China, India, and Brazil,
who are among the top
buyers of Russian crude
oil, oil products, and coal.
“Beijing and Delhi” should
push Russian President
Vladimir Putin towards
ending the war in Ukraine,
or face tariffs, the chief of
the military alliance said.

Responding to ques-
tions on the issue on
Thursday, the MEA said it
was following the develop-
ments closely.

‘Diverse sources’
“Securing the energy
needs of our people is un-
derstandably an overriding
priority for us. In this en-
deavour, we are guided by
what is there on offer in the
markets, as also by the pre-
vailing global circumstanc-
es,” MEA spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said.

“We would particularly

NATO Secretary-General Mark Rutte also issued
a threat, in particular to China, India, and Brazil

Strong stand

The ‘Sanctioning Russia Act of 2025, expected
to be introduced in U.S, Congress in August,
mandates 500% duties on goods and services
from countries buying Russian oil

O

What the NATO chief said

® India, China, and Brazil
should tell Viadimir Putin
to be serious about

peace talks with Ukraine

= Continuing to do business
with Russia will ‘slam back’

.

Centre's
response

= Securing energy needs is
an ‘overriding priority’ for the
government

on these countries

= |ndia is guided by what markets
offer and global circumstances

= The secondary sanctions
by U.S. will hit these
countries ‘very hard’

caution against any double
standards on the matter,”
he added.

At an industry event in
Delhi on Thursday, Union
Petroleum Minister Har-
deep Puri said that India
would “deal” with sanc-
tions when they are
passed, pointing out that

= Maintain caution against
double standards on the matter

India has diversified its
supply sources, buying oil
from about 40 countries
now, as opposed to 27 in
the past.

However, despite re-
quests from Tehran, India
has not so far reversed a
decision taken under pres-
sure from the first Trump

administration in 2017, to
stop all oil imports from
Iran.

However, while Russia
sells about half its oil ex-
ports to China, and about
38% to India (as of Febru-
ary 2025), it exports only

about 6% to the EU
countries.
The latest comments

from the government
come as lawmakers in the
U.S. prepare to go forward
with the Russian Sanctions
Act, 2025 that has been in-
troduced in the House and
Senate, with 87 and 84 co-
sponsors respectively, cut-
ting across party lines.

Section 17 of the Act pro-
poses to impose 500% ad
valorem duties on coun-
tries that buy, sell or transf-
er “oil, uranium, natural
gas, petroleum products,
or petrochemical products
that originated in the Rus-
sian Federation”.

In Washington on July 2,
External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar had confirmed
that India’s “concerns”
about the Bill and “inter-
ests in energy security”
had been conveyed to Mr.
Graham who, along with
Democrat Senator Richard
Blumenthal, is sponsoring
the Bill.

Mr. Graham has said
that he believes Mr. Trump
supports the law which
would give him the power
to waive the duties for a pe-
riod of six months. Howev-
er, the Republican lawmak-
er has urged the US.
President to impose the
sanctions earlier than the
50-day deadline proposed
at present,

Talks on trade, tariffs

Amidst intense negotia-
tions over tariffs, as well as
market access to India,
particularly in the areas of

Union Petroleum Minister Hardeep Puri says India
would ‘deal’ with sanctions when they are passed

agriculture, dairy and ge-
netically modified pro-
duce, New Delhi has also
been coordinating with the
U.S. government about the
deportation of Indians ille-
gally resident in the U.S.

On Thursday, Mr. Jais-
wal said that 1,563 Indian
nationals have been de-
ported in the first six
months of Mr. Trump’s se-
cond tenure, from January
20 to July 15 this year.

According to ICE statis-
tics, 1,529 immigration vio-
lators were deported in all
0f 2024, and far less than in
the three preceding years.
After protests in India over
the first few batches of de-
portees being handcuffed
and shackled on board mil-
itary flights in February
this year, the U.S. agreed to
send Indians back by com-
mercially chartered flights,
including as recently as last
week.



« The U.S. Congress is considering a “Sanctions Act 2025", which proposes 500% duties on

countries (like India, China, Brazil) that continue to import Russian oil/products.

« The NATO Secretary-General and U.S. lawmakers urged these countries to pressurize Russia by

stopping trade.

= India’'s Official Response (MEA & Ministerial):

Key Point Details

Energy Security Priority India says its priority is securing energy needs from multiple
sources.

Market-driven approach India buys oil based on global circumstances and market offers.

Rejects pressure India hasn't responded to pressure, including past U.S. sanctions
on Iran.

Double standards India criticizes Western nations for hypocrisy on selective

sanctions.



India now sources oil from around 40 countries, up from 27 earlier.
Russia exports ~38% of oil to India (as of Feb 2025).
Proposed Section 17 of the U.S. Bill includes:
» 500% ad valorem duties on oil-related imports from sanction-violating countries.
» Threat of secondary sanctions.
U.S. Senators Graham & Blumenthal introduced the Bill.
India raised concern on:
 Energy security
» Deportation of illegal Indian immigrants

» Trade access (agriculture, dairy, GMO goods)



Q. Consider the following statements regarding India’s response to the proposed U.S. Sanctions Act
2025:

1. India has decided to reduce its oil imports from Russia under pressure from the United States.

2. The proposed U.S. law plans to impose 500% tariffs on countries continuing to import Russian energy

products.

3. India emphasized that its oil purchase decisions are based on market offers and global

circumstances.

4. The U.S. sanctions act includes provisions for secondary sanctions against non-complying nations.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

A. 2 and 3 only
B.1, 2 and 3 only
C. 2, 3and 4 only
D.1and 4 only



SUPPLY BASKET

Crude oil import bill
($ billion)

Share of top 5 countries
in Indian crude |

oil supplies
(Jun 2025,%)

HARDEEP SINGH PURI

PETROLEUM AND NATURAL
GAS MINISTER
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Ahmedabad sparkles as the cleanest big city in India

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Ahmedabad was named
the cleanest big city in In-
dia, followed by Bhopal
and Lucknow, in the
Centre’s annual “Swachh
Survekshan” cleanliness
survey.

Indore, Surat, Navi
Mumbai, and Vijayawada
were among 23 cities that
entered the newly intro-
duced “Super Swachh
League”, which recognises
sustained excellence in
cleanliness among cities,
in the “million-plus popu-
lation” category.

President Droupadi
Murmu gave away the
“Swachh Survekshan 2024-
25" awards to the winners
on Thursday.

Noida, Chandigarh, and
Mysore, among others, en-
tered the league in the “3
to 10 lakh population” ca-

~aa

P ri Stl ne The _‘Svnchh Sha‘har’, or Clean City categpry, ‘

was introduced this year to promote new cities in the
places cleanliness rankings
Million-plus cities ® Bilaspur Small cities (20,000-
(More that 10 lakh (Chhattisgarh) 50,000 population) A
population) ® Jamshedpur ® Panaji (Goa) i
® Ahmedabad (Gujarat) | (Jharkhand) ® Aska (Odisha)
a Bhopal Medium cities ® Kumhari (Chhamsga o
(Madhya Pradesh) (50,000-3 lakh ")
® Lucknow population) Very small cities (
(Uttar Pradesh) ® Dewas than 20,000 poy ol
Big cities (3 lakh-10 (Madhya Pradesh) | ® Bilha _(_Chhattisgaﬁp
lakh population) ® Karhad ® Chikiti (Odisha)
® Mira-Bhayandar (Maharashtra) = Shahganj
(Maharashtra) ® Karnal (Haryana) | (Uttar Pradesh)

tegory while New Delhi
made the cut in the

medabad, Bhopal, and
Lucknow secured top

“50,000 to 3 lakh popula- three positions in the list of
tion” category of the cities with a population of
league. more than 10 lakh. In the

In order to promote
new cities in the cleanli-
ness rankings, this year’s
awards introduced the
“Swachh Shahar”, or Clean
City category, in which Ah-

“3-10 lakh population”
group, Mira-Bhayandar of
Maharashtra topped the
list, followed by Bilaspur
(Madhya Pradesh) and
Jamshedpur (Jharkhand).

The award for the “Best
Ganga Town” was given to
Prayagraj, while Secunde-
rabad Cantonment was ho-
noured as the Best Canton-
ment Board for its
exemplary sanitation ef-
forts. Visakhapatnam, Ja-
balpur, and Gorakhpur
were declared “Best Saifai-
Mitra Surakshit Shehar”

for their outstanding com-
mitment to the safety and
dignity of sanitation work-
ers.

The Uttar Pradesh go-
vernment, Prayagraj Mela
Authority and Prayagraj
Municipal  Corporation
were recognised for their
exceptional urban waste
management during the
Maha Kumbh, the world’s
largest religious congrega-
tion, which witnessed an
estimated footfall of 66
crore earlier this year.

The 3R approach

Under this year’s format,
smaller cities found a level
playing ground with big ci-
ties in the survey, the go-
vernment said.

Also, following the “One
City, One Award” princi-
ple, the top-performing ci-
ties from each State were
recognised as “Promising
Swachh Shehars” (Promis-

— ]

ing Clean Cities). A total of
34 cities across various
States and Union Territo-
ries earned this distinc-
tion, showcasing their not-
able progress in urban
cleanliness and sanitation
excellence.

President Murmu com-
plimented the Union Hous-
ing and Urban Affairs Mi-
nistry for promoting the
“Reduce, Reuse, Recycle”
(3R) approach and com-
mended the waste-to-
wealth memento present-
ed to her.

“Waste is best” is the
mantra and it gives
strength to “circularity in
economy”, she added.

According to the govern-
ment, 14 crore people par-
ticipated in the survey
through face-to-face inte-
ractions, the Swachhata
App, MyGov and social me-
dia platforms in over 4,500
cities.



» The Swachh Survekshan 2024-25 results were announced.
« Ahmedabad (Gujarat) was declared the cleanest city among million-plus population cities.

» The awards were presented by President Droupadi Murmu.

¥ Rankings & Categories:
Category Top Cities

Million-plus cities (>10 lakh pop.) 1. Ahmedabad (Gujarat)
2. Bhopal (MP)
3. Lucknow (UP)

3-10 lakh population 1. Mira-Bhayandar (MH)
2. Bilaspur (CG)
3. Jamshedpur (JH)



50,000-3 lakh Dewas (MP), Karhad (MH), Karnal (HR)

20,000-50,000 Panaji (Goa), Aska (Odisha), Kumhari (CG)
<20,000 Bilha (CG), Chikiti (Odisha), Shahganj (UP)
) Key Initiatives:

» Super Swachh League: 23 cities with sustained excellence.
e Swachh Shahar [ Clean City: Introduced this year to include smaller cities.

» One City, One Award: Top city from each state tagged as "Promising Swachh Shehar".



Y Special Recognitions:

Award Winner

Best Ganga Town Prayagraj (UP)

Best Cantonment Board Secunderabad Cantonment

Best Saifai Mitra Surakshit Shehar Visakhapatnam, Jabalpur, Gorakhpur

t2 3R Approach & Participation:
* 3R Principle: Reduce, Reuse, Recycle.

e Participation: 14 crore people via Swachhata App, MyGov, social media.

e Covered 4,500+ cities.



Aspect

What is it?

Conducted by

Survey scope (2024-25)

New formats introduced

Evaluation parameters

Citizen engagement

Latest awards (17 July
2025)

Details

India’s annual cleanliness & sanitation survey under Swachh Bharat Mission — Urban
(SBM—U), first held in 2016  Testbook +13 Vajiram & Ravi +3

Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs (MoHUA) and Quality Council of India (QCI)

Covers ~4,500+ cities across population categories; includes 10 key parameters and 54

indicators

- Population-based categories (5 groups)
- Super Swachh League for consistently top performers

- Special awards: Ganga Towns, Safai Mitra Suraksha, Cantonment Boards, Mahakumbh

Service-level progress, citizen feedback, direct observation, waste management

(collection, processing, ODF/ODF++), quarterly assessments

Over 14 crore citizens participated in 2024-25; >5lakh geotagged photos used

- Super Swachh League (>10 lakh pop.):



Q. Consider the following statements regarding Swachh Survekshan 2024-25:
1. Ahmedabad was declared the cleanest city among those with more than 10 lakh population.

2. The new "Swachh Shahar” category was introduced to recognize the cleanest railway stations in

India.
3. The "3R" approach promoted in the event stands for Reduce, Reuse, Recycle.

4. The award for the “Best Ganga Town" was given to Varanasi for exceptional sanitation near river

ghats.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

A.1and 3 only
B.1, 2 and 4 only
C.1, 3 and 4 only
D. 2 and 4 only



INDORE, N MUMBALI, NOIDA, IN SUPER LEAGUE

SUPER SWACHH LEAGUE CITIES

Population Cities

Over 10 lakh Indore, Surat, Navi Mumbai, Vijayawada

3-10 lakh Noida, Chandigarh, Mysuru, Ujjain, Gandhinagar, Guntur

50,000-3 lakh | NDMC, Tirupati, Ambikapur, Lonavala

20,000-50,000 | Vita, Sasvad, Deolali Pravara, Dungarpur

Less than 20,000 | Panchgani, Patan, Panhala, Bishrampur, Bundi
CLEAN CITIES (TOP 3)

Population Cities

Over 10 lakh Ahmedabad, Bhopal, Lucknow

3-10 lakh Mira-Bhayandar, Bilaspur, Jamshedpur

50,000-3 lakh | Dewas, Karhad, Karnal

20,000-50,000 | Panaji, Aska, Kumhari

Less than 20,000 | Bilha, Chikiti, Shahganj s




UK. govt. plans
to reduce voting
age from18 to 16

LONDON

The U.Ks Labour government
on Thursday announced plans
to reduce the voting age from
18 to 16, a campaign promise
for the Labour. The proposals,
published in a ‘policy paper on
Thursday, also included curbs
on election interference from
abroad via donations. The new
proposals, if they become law,
are likely to benefit Labour,
because younger U.K. voters
tend to vote for centre-left and
left parties. » PAGE 14




* The UK's Labour government has announced its plan to:
* Reduce the voting age from 18 to 16

» Curb foreign interference in elections via political donations.

» Major Proposals:

1. € Voting Age Reform:
» Current voting age: 18
* Proposed new age: 16

» Would align UK's voting laws with Scotland and Wales, which already allow 16+ to vote in local

elections.
« Significance:
» First major electoral reform since 1969 (when age was reduced from 21 to 18).

» Aims to include young voters (16-17 age group), a demographic that generally supports

centre-left parties like Labour.



2. <& Curbing Foreign Donations:

e Proposals to bar ‘shell companies’ from making donations.
e Only companies with substantial income in the UK or Ireland would be eligible.

» Triggered by concerns after reports of billionaire Elon Musk potentially funding UK far-right party.

3. - Digital & Automatic Registration:

» Automatic voter registration to start at age 14.
» Acceptance of:
e UK bank-issued ID cards

e Digital IDs (like passports, driving licences, etc.)

for voter identity verification.



« Political Implications:
* Youth support:
* |n 2024 elections, 70% of 18—-20-year-olds voted for Labour.
* 41% of 18-24-year-olds voted Labour overall.
e Criticism by Conservatives:
 Former minister Jacob Rees-Mogg warned it could hurt Conservative chances.
 Labour argues:

» |f youth are old enough to pay taxes and work, they should vote too.



Q. With reference to the recent electoral reform proposal in the United Kingdom (2024), consider the

following statements:

1. The UK proposes to lower the minimum voting age to 16, aligning with practices already in place in

Scotland and Wales.
2. The reforms include mandatory voter registration for all citizens starting at age 12.
3. The proposal includes curbs on foreign donations through shell companies.
4. Digital identity documents like bank cards and driving licenses are proposed to be accepted as valid
voter ID.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A.1, 3, and 4 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.Tand 2 only
D.1,2 3 and 4
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Akash Prime successfully
tested in Ladakh by Army

NEW DELHI

To further strengthen the
air defence system, the Ar-
my has carried out success-
ful trials of the indigenous-
ly developed air defence
system “Akash Prime” in
Ladakh.

A senior official con-
firmed that the Army Air
Defence Corps conducted
the trials in collaboration
with senior scientists from
the Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO), which developed
the missile system.

The two-day trial was
conducted at an altitude of
over 15,000 feet in eastern
Ladakh. The Akash Prime
scored two direct hits on
fast-moving aerial targets
in the rarefied high-alti-
tude atmosphere.

On top: The Army carried out successful trials of the indigenously
developed air defence system in Ladakh. X/DrRDO

The latest version of the
Akash system would form
the third and fourth regi-
ments of the Akash air de-
fence systems in the Indian
Army. The Akash air de-
fence system is a medium-
range, surface-to-air mis-
sile platform.

Prithvi-Il and Agni-I
The Ministry of Defence on
Thursday confirmed that

short-range ballistic mis-
siles — Prithvi-Il and Agni-I
— were successfully test-
fired from the Integrated
Test Range in Chandipur,
Odisha.

The launches validated
all operational and techni-
cal parameters. These tests
were conducted under the
aegis of the Strategic Forc-
es Command, added the
Ministry.













Feature

Active RF Seeker

Range

Ceiling

Environmental Hardening

Akash Prime

Indigenous terminal seeker

~30km (20% more than Mk-1)

~18 km altitude

Modified ground radar, cold

resilience

Benefits

Enables fire-and-forget, reduces operator
workload, enhances accuracy

vajiramias.com +15 News on Air +1 India Sentinels +1

Extended engagement envelope

Handles high-altitude threats

Enables robust performance above 4,500 m



e The Indian Army conducted successful trials of Akash Prime, an indigenously developed air

defence missile system, in Ladakh.

« Trials were held at 15,000 feet altitude, targeting fast-moving aerial threats in a high-altitude

atmosphere.
(& Key Facts:
Feature Details
System Name Akash Prime
Type Medium-range, Surface-to-Air Missile (SAM)
Developed By DRDO (Defence Research and Development Organisation)
Test Conducted By Army Air Defence Corps in collaboration with DRDO

Trial Location Eastern Ladakh



Trial Outcome 2 direct hits on aerial targets

Altitude of Test 15,000 feet

. Additional Info:

« Akash Prime to form the 3rd & 4th regiments in the Indian Army’s air defence structure.
e Also tested: Prithvi-Il and Agni-I (short-range ballistic missiles) at Chandipur, Odisha.

e These tests were conducted under the Strategic Forces Command.



Q. With reference to the Akash Prime missile system, consider the following statements:
1. ltis along-range, surface-to-surface missile developed by DRDO.

2. The trials were conducted by the Indian Air Force at sea level to test performance in dense

atmosphere.
3. Akash Prime is a surface-to-air missile designed to hit aerial targets in high-altitude areas.

4. The Akash Prime trials were conducted at over 15,000 feet in Ladakh.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B. 3and 4 only
C.1, 2and 3 only
D. 2, 3and 4 only



« UPSC window for those who don’t make final cut

the local school. The job position
at the new employer was more
in sync with his academic quali-
fications, and duly acknowledged
his performance in what is re-
garded as the toughest qualify-
ing examination in India,

And for this, he has to thank
an initiative of the UPSC called
the Public Disclosure Scheme
(PDS), through which the
Commission has started sharing
details of the non-recom-
mended, willing candidates of
the Commission’s examinations
with the private sector since early
this year, Non-recommended
candidates are essentially those
whoqualify in the wnitten exam-
inations but are not recom-
mended post interview.

The logic for this is simple.
The UPSCconducts 10 regular ex-
aminations every year and rec-

mately 26,000 candidates, who
have already demonstrated their
proficiency by clearing the rigor-
ous written examinations, are
declared not successful at the end
of the process.

Arun was one among the
26,000, who did not qualify the
interview, but ended up in the
above 97 percentile in his exam-
ination category, and over-qual-
ified for an entry-level job, but
also overaged as compared to
peers, and lacking in any work

While this Scheme was
launched in 2018 with a view to
provide employment opporturi-
ties to these talented young peo-
ple in government organisations
and Public Sector Undertakings,
there has been only marginal
success in placing these candi-
dates in a handful of PSU and
government. This includes or-
ganisations such as the Cabinet
Secretariat, Department of Water

Resources, River
Development and Ganga

Rejuvenation, the Dethi Jal Board
and the Unique Identification
Authority of India, but the num-
bers were really small, The only
way to expand this was to cast
the net wider.

Inorder to widen the scope of
PDS, which has been subse-
quently been rebadged as
Pratibha Setu, the Commission
has launched a dedicated portal,
where registered pmatromma-
nies can, alongside government
owned ennnes.alsomtmsm
the information of candidates us-
ing an identification number {(a
Ministry of Corporate Affairs-
verified APl that allows busi-
nesses to access and verify com-
pany information directly from
the MCA database in India). They
can then peruse the list of non-

to share their information,
whereintheir percentile (not ab-
solute or percentage marks) is
being made available.

Short biodatas of the candi-
dates with their educational
qualifications, contact numbers
etc. have also been made avail-
able for those Jogging in, includ-
ing players from the private sec-
tor. The portal also provides
subject and discipline-wise
search facilities to registered or-
ganisations in order to identify
suitable candidates in line with
their requirements,

The list of candidates is now
being shared for the Civil
Services Examination; aswell as
a number of other UPSC exami-
nations include the Engineering
Services Examination; the
Indian  Forest  Service
Examination; the Central Armed
Police Forces (ACs) Examination;
the Combined Geo-Scientist
Examination; the CISF Assistant
Commandants  (Executive)
LDCE' the Combined Medical
Services Examination; the
Indian Economic Service/Indian
Statistical Service Examination;

the National Defence Academy
and Naval Academy
Examination; and the Combined
Defence Service Examination.
Thelist, with all the relevant de-
tails, is put up on the portal,
which industry can access by
simply logging in e egiter-
B

What is interesting is that the
UPSCisalso duly tracking the se-
lection process of the candidates
once they are shortlisted by the
organisations, until the issue of
appointment letters, This in-
volves calls being made from the
Commission on a regular basis
to the companies that register for
this scheme and generate logins,
The status of selections from the
master list is being updated at
the backend on a near real-time
basis, an official said. The facility
for uploading a copy of the ap-
pointment letter has also been
provided on the portal, which is
being tabulated for calibrating
the success rates.

“The portal shares the infor-
mation of the non-recom-
mended candidates of examina-
tions conducted by the UPSC
only for the restricted purpose of
evaluation of suitability of the
candudates foremployment pur-
pose and those assessing it are
not expected to use the details
for any other purpaose or disclo-
sure whatsoever,” the official
said.

The Secretary, UPSC s learnt
to have written to multiple gov-
ernment departments to dis-
seminate the information about
the portal to private companies
working with each of these de-

partments.
Adetailed query to the UPSC
seeking the progress on the up-
take of candidates did not elicit a
nse. An official said it was
still "early days” for the scheme,
but the response has been far
better now that the private sec-
tor has been involved in the
scheme.



» UPSC has launched a system to help non-recommended candidates (those who clear written exams

but are not selected in final interviews).

« This initiative is called the Public Disclosure Scheme (PDS), now renamed Pratibha Setu.

/" Key Features of the Scheme:
1. Who are Non-Recommended Candidates?
» Candidates who clear the written stage but are not selected after the interview.
* In exams like CSE, ~6,400 are recommended annually but ~26,000 clear the written part.
2. ! Information Sharing Platform:
« UPSC now shares the details of such candidates on a dedicated online portal.
» Includes:
» Candidate’s short biodata, percentile (not raw marks),
« Contact information,

« Educational qualifications.
J



3. [4 Access Given to:

« Government organizations

» Private sector companies (through MCA-verified API)

» Must register via the portal to access data.

« Only verified recruiters can access it.
4. a Purpose-Limited Use:

» Data is meant only for recruitment purposes, not for publication or any other usage.
5. ul Search Features:

» Portal provides subject/discipline-wise filters.

« Tracks selection outcomes and tabulates success rates.
6. m List of Exams Covered:

« Civil Services

Engineering Services

Indian Forest Service

CAPF (ACs)

CDS, NDA, CMSE, IES/ISS, Geo-Scientist, LV : LDCE, etc.



Q. With reference to the UPSC's Public Disclosure Scheme (PDS), now called Pratibha Setu, consider

the following statements:

1. The scheme allows only the final recommended candidates to upload their biodata for employment in

government organizations.
2. Private sector companies can also access the portal after registration and MCA verification.
3. The scheme shares absolute marks and raw scores of candidates publicly.

4. The scheme is applicable to multiple UPSC examinations including CSE, ESE, IFS, CAPF, and CMSE.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A. 2 and 4 only
B.1, 2, and 3 only
C.1and 3 only
D. 2, 3, and 4 only






* The Kerala government has
decided to allow local bodies to
carry out euthanasia of diseased

stray dogs by making use of the
provisions of the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals (Animal
Husbandry Practices and
Procedures) Rules 2023.




* Do you know?

— Under Section 8 of the Animal Husbandry Rules, euthanasia of an animal is allowed if it is
severely diseased and poses a risk of spreading the disease, or if it is mortally or severely
injured.

— A registered veterinary practitioner must certify that keeping the animal alive would be
cruel.



e Euthanasia

* It refers to the practice of an individual deliberately ending their life, oftentimes to get
relief from an incurable condition, or intolerable pain and suffering.

* It can be administered only by a physician, and can be either ‘active’ or ‘passive’.

* Active euthanasia involves an active intervention to end a person’s life with substances
or external force, such as administering a lethal injection.

* Passive euthanasia refers to withdrawing life support or treatment that is essential to
keep a terminally ill person alive



IN THE SUPREME COURT

2011: Aruna Shanbaug v. Union of of India, and legalised the use of
India recognised that life-sustaining advance medical directives or
treatment could legally be ‘living wills’.

withheld/ withdrawn even 5
from persons without 2023: Common Cause v.
decision-making capacity. Union of India simplified

.- the process for making
2018: Common Cause v. living wills and
Union of India recognised withholding/
therighttodie with withdrawing life-
dignity as afundamental sustaining treatment
right under Article 21 of by removing bureau-
the Constitution SIS o cratic hurdles.
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UN SDG Report
2025




 The UN SDG Report 2025, released at the High-Level Political Forum, warns that 35% of
measurable SDG targets are stagnating or reversing, with five years left to 2030.



Overall progress across targets based on 2015-2025 global aggregate data

31%

® On track or target met & Moderate progress Marginal progress

Stagnation @ Regression



Hunger affected 9.1% of the global population in 2023 (~713-757 million people).
SDG 2: Zero . : L
m 2.33 billion people faced moderate or severe food insecurity in 2023.

Sl Sub-Saharan Africa: 23.2% hunger prevalence and Southern Asia: 281 million hungry.

SDG 4: Quality 57% of targets show no progress or are regressing.
Education School completion, foundational literacy, and gender parity remain unmet in many nations.




SDG 6: Clean
Water &
Sanitation

SDG 8: Decent
Work &
Economic
Growth

2.2 billion people lack safely managed drinking water.

3.4 billion people have no access to sanitation and 1.7 billion lack hygiene access.

Half the targets stagnated or regressed.
57.8% of workers globally are in informal employment.
Youth unemployment in 2024 stood at 12.9%, 3x adult rate (3.7%).



SDG 10: Reduced Inequalities SDG 14: Life Below Water

e Rising inequality across income, e 40% of targets regressing.
access to vaccines, digital e Ocean acidification, marine
divide, and climate vulnerability. pollution, and overfishing

e No significant redistribution worsening.
mechanisms expanded post- e Least funded SDG, as
COVID-19. highlighted at UN Ocean

Conference 2025.



SDG 12, 15, 16
(Responsible

Consumption, Life on

Land, Peace & Justice)

SDG 3: Good Health &
Well-Being

J

Maternal mortality and
universal health
coverage
targets stalled.

Health systems under
post-pandemic strain
and chronic
underinvestment.

40-42% of targets off-
track.

Forest loss, biodiversity
erosion, institutional
backsliding seen in
many nations.




Al Appreciation Day




* India observed Al Appreciation Day on July 16 to
highlight the country’s rapid progress in artificial
intelligence across sectors like healthcare, education,
governance, and agriculture.



e What ltls?

* An annual event that recognizes the transformative role of Al in society, and
acknowledges the contributions of developers, scientists, and policymakers in
advancing Al for public good.

* Celebrated On: July 16 every year, globally and now with active observance in India.

 Objectives:

* Celebrate Al innovations that solve real-world challenges.
* Raise awareness about the ethical use of Al in public and private sectors.
* Promote inclusive growth by integrating Al into governance and service delivery.

* Encourage youth participation and skilling in Al technologies.


https://www.insightsonindia.com/indian-economy-3/inclusive-growth-and-issues-arising-from-it/

Applications of Al
Al Timeline - Major Milestones : > Healthcare: Personalised medicine

' = Finance: Algorithmic trading

Turing Test Proposed; First
Al Programs Developed

- Transportation: Autonomous vehicles
> Marketing & Customer Service: Targeted
advertising, chatbots

Dartmouth Conference

Coins "Artificial Intelligence > Education: Adaptive learning systems,
personalised tutoring

Eliza Chatbot Created; Early’

- Agriculture: Crop monitoring
Neural Networks Emerge

- Cybersecurity: Threat detection
- Energy: Smart grid management, consumption

greoegmer!nue - a Chess-Playing . forecasting

Concerns

Deep Learning Breakthrough

in Image Recognition - Deepfakes & =) Privacy
misinformation issues
> Algorithmic > Data ownership
Generative Adversarial bias & liability issue
Networks (3ANs) Introduced - Automation & - Ethical decision-making
job displacement complexes
GPT-3 Demonstrates .
Advanced Language Generation Regulating Al
> Global Partnership on Al (GPAI) launched in
Chatgpt Launches, Bringing : 2020

Convarsatignal il to dlpsses - Bletchley Declaration (2023): Enhance Global

Collaboration on Al

Generative Al Boom; Maj .
TocH Corfipdnics Relbase Al ModaLs ) G20 New Delhi Leaders’ Declaration (2023):

Harnessing Al responsibly for good and for all
- Hiroshima Al Process (2023) by G7




India and Al

- National Strategy For Al 2018

. Al For All: Self-learning online program

. GPAlI Summit 2023 hosted by India

' IndiaAl Mission 2024

» US India Artificial Intelligence (USIAI) Initiative:
Al cooperation in critical areas

> AIRAWAT (Al Research, Analytics and Knowledge
Assimilation Platform): Supercomputer



Word of the day

Boffo:

resoundingly successful and popular

Usa g€ Foryears, he was a boffo box office
certainty.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/boffopro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /bofou/
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