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Category Likely immediate position

Examination held but result not declared Can be cancelled comparatively easily

Result declared but appointments not 

issued

Selection process may be cancelled, 

subject to legal challenge

Appointment letters issued but candidates 

have not joined

Government must follow the formal order 

and applicable service law

Candidates already appointed and working

Their services cannot necessarily be 

terminated automatically through a press 

statement

Candidate individually involved in fraud
Appointment can be cancelled after 

evidence and due process

Innocent appointee from a tainted 

examination

Courts may examine whether the entire 

process was irretrievably vitiated



Why retrospective cancellation is legally difficult

Cancelling examination processes extending back to 2014 
could affect thousands of candidates, including 
individuals who may have served in government for years.

The government must balance:

• Examination integrity. 

• Rights of honest candidates. 

• Principles of natural justice. 

• Administrative continuity. 

• Findings of criminal investigation. 

• Orders already passed by courts. 



Agency Jurisdiction Who controls it? Present relevance

CID
Serious criminal 
investigation within the 
state

State police/state 
government

Currently investigating 
the alleged examination 
irregularities

SIT
Special team created for a 
particular case

Depends on the authority 
constituting it

Intended to focus 
specifically on 
recruitment-exam 
offences

CBI
Central investigating 
agency

Union government, 
subject to legal 
procedures and court 
directions

Demanded by protesting 
students







A major part of the increase in petroleum exports was caused by higher international prices 
following the West Asia conflict. Therefore, the headline 20% export growth does not 

necessarily represent an equivalent rise in the physical quantity of goods exported.

The export improvement was led principally by:

Petroleum products Electronic goods Engineering goods 

India exported goods worth approximately $44.2 billion in July 2026, nearly 20% higher than 
in July 2025. However, the merchandise trade deficit widened from approximately $28 

billion to $32 billion, because imports also rose significantly.



Indicator July 2025 July 2026 Change

Merchandise exports
Approximately $36.8 

billion
$44.2 billion Nearly +20%

Merchandise trade 
deficit

Approximately $28 
billion

$32 billion +$4 billion

Implied merchandise 
imports

Approximately $64.8 
billion

Approximately 
$76.2 billion

Around +17.5%



Merchandise exports Services exports

Petroleum products Information technology

Electronics Business-process services

Machinery Financial services

Pharmaceuticals Tourism

Textiles Consulting

Agricultural products Transport services



Commodity group
Contribution to July 

export increase
Share of total increase

Petroleum products
Approximately $2.8 

billion
39%

Electronic goods
Approximately $2.16 

billion
30%

Engineering goods
Approximately $1.84 

billion
25%

Other commodities 
combined

Approximately $0.46 
billion

Around 6%

Total increase $7.26 billion 100%



Period Petroleum-product exports

April–July 2025 Approximately $21 billion

April–July 2026 Approximately $30 billion

Increase Approximately $9 billion

Growth 42.6%–42.9%



Why does India export petroleum products despite importing crude oil?

India is a major importer of crude petroleum but also possesses large and 
sophisticated refining capacity.

The process is:

• India imports crude oil. 

• Indian refineries process it. 

• Refined products such as diesel, petrol, aviation fuel and naphtha are exported. 

• India earns the refining margin and value addition. 

Therefore, India can simultaneously be:

• A major crude-oil importer, and 

• A major refined-petroleum-product exporter. 





Market Change in India’s export share

United States Around one-fifth; broadly stable

Singapore
Increased from 2.7% in 2024–25 to 4.7% in April–July 
2026–27

China
Increased from 3.3% to around 4.4%, then remained 
near that level

UAE
Declined from 8.5% to 6.5% during the corresponding 
period

Tanzania Increased from approximately 1.1% to 2%

Other markets Combined share increased marginally

















Indicator Latest reported figure

Confirmed cases 4,945

Deaths 2,325

Approximate case-fatality ratio 47%

Recoveries More than 1,000 reported

Virus Bundibugyo virus

Outbreak officially declared 15 May 2026

Main epicentre Ituri Province

Other affected areas
North Kivu, South Kivu, Haut-Uélé, Tshopo and 

reportedly an additional province

Global status Public Health Emergency of International Concern



• Why is this outbreak historically 
significant?

• The outbreak has overtaken the 
2018–2020 eastern DRC Ebola 
outbreak, which previously held the 
record as the country’s largest and 
deadliest.

• The 2026 outbreak remains smaller 
than the 2014–16 West African 
epidemic in total deaths, but its early 
pace has been exceptionally fast.

Outbreak Cases Deaths Significance

West Africa, 
2014–16

Over 28,000 11,325
World’s 
deadliest Ebola 
outbreak

DRC, 2018–
20

Approximately 
3,470

Approximately 
2,287

Previously DRC’s 
deadliest

DRC, 2026 4,945 2,325

Now DRC’s 
deadliest; 
second-
deadliest 
globally



• Ebola is a severe, frequently fatal 
illness caused by viruses 
belonging to the Orthoebolavirus
genus.



Strain Virus Human disease Vaccine/treatment position

Zaire virus
Causes most large Ebola 
outbreaks

Licensed vaccine and specific 
antibody treatments exist

Sudan virus
Has caused outbreaks in 
Uganda and Sudan

No widely licensed vaccine; 
candidates under 
development

Bundibugyo virus Current DRC outbreak
No specifically approved 
vaccine or proven targeted 
treatment

Taï Forest virus Very rare human infections No specific licensed vaccine

Reston virus
Mainly affects non-human 
primates and pigs

Has not caused severe 
human disease



• How does Ebola spread?

• Ebola is transmitted through direct contact with:

• Blood of an infected person. 

• Vomit. 

• Faeces. 

• Urine. 

• Saliva. 

• Sweat. 

• Breast milk. 

• Semen. 

• Other infected bodily fluids. 

• Contaminated needles, clothing, bedding or medical 
equipment. 

• Bodies of people who have died from Ebola. 

• Infected wild animals or their bodily fluids.





Cause Effect

Late diagnosis
Patients reach treatment centres after severe organ 
damage

No approved targeted Bundibugyo treatment Doctors must rely mainly on supportive care

Weak healthcare infrastructure Limited beds, laboratories, oxygen and trained staff

Conflict and insecurity Medical teams cannot safely reach all communities

Community mistrust Families may hide patients or avoid treatment centres

Unsafe burials Contact with highly infectious bodies spreads disease

Health-worker infections Reduces available medical personnel and spreads fear

Malnutrition and existing disease Patients may be less able to survive severe infection

Poor transport Delays isolation, testing and treatment

Incomplete contact tracing New transmission chains remain undetected

Why is the fatality rate so high





Detail Information

Event Taliban “Victory Day” reception

Venue Afghanistan’s diplomatic mission in New Delhi

Date August 17, 2026

Occasion Fifth anniversary of the Taliban’s return to power

Host Noor Ahmad Noor, Taliban-appointed chargé d’affaires

Other Taliban representative Dr. Ikramuddin Kamil

Indian representative
Anand Prakash, Joint Secretary in MEA’s Pakistan-
Afghanistan-Iran Division

Other attendees
Diplomats from Russia, US, China, Qatar, Libya, Bhutan, 
Mongolia, Oman and UAE

India’s recognition position
India has not formally recognised the Taliban 
government

Approximate bilateral trade Around $1 billion





Why is holding the event in Delhi significant?

The event was not merely a cultural reception. 
It carries diplomatic symbolism because:

• The Taliban was permitted to celebrate its return to 
power in India’s capital. 

• A senior Indian Foreign Ministry official attended. 

• Taliban-appointed officials operated publicly from the 
Afghan diplomatic mission. 

• Diplomats from several major countries attended. 

• India had historically opposed Taliban rule and supported 
the previous Afghan Republic. 

• It demonstrates India’s shift from isolation to pragmatic 
engagement.



Action Does it amount to recognition?

Meeting Taliban officials No

Providing humanitarian assistance No

Allowing Taliban-appointed officials to work at 

the Afghan mission
Not necessarily

Attending an embassy reception No

Trading with Afghanistan No

Operating an Indian mission in Kabul No

Formally declaring the Taliban the legitimate 

government
Yes

Accepting full ambassadorial credentials as 

government recognition
May be an important recognition step

Establishing full formal diplomatic relations 

with the Islamic Emirate
Yes



Concept Meaning

Recognition of Afghanistan as a state
India recognises Afghanistan as an 
independent sovereign country

Recognition of the Taliban government
India accepts the Taliban administration as 
Afghanistan’s legitimate government

Diplomatic engagement
India communicates with those exercising 
actual power without necessarily recognising 
them

De facto control
The Taliban controls Afghan territory and 
state institutions in practice

De jure recognition
Formal legal and diplomatic acceptance of 
the Taliban government











Issue Pakistan’s position Taliban’s position

Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan—TTP
Afghanistan shelters TTP fighters 
attacking Pakistan

Taliban denies or minimises 
responsibility

Durand Line
Pakistan treats it as the international 
border

Many Afghans reject its permanent 
legitimacy

Border fencing Necessary for security Seen by many Afghans as unilateral

Cross-border strikes Pakistan claims self-defence
Afghanistan calls them violations of 
sovereignty

Afghan refugees Pakistan has deported large numbers Taliban objects to forced returns

Trade routes Pakistan controls vital transit access
Afghanistan seeks alternatives 
through Iran and Central Asia





Route Advantage Problem

India–Pakistan–

Afghanistan land route
Shortest

Pakistan restricts Indian 

transit

Chabahar Port–Iran–

Afghanistan
Bypasses Pakistan

Higher cost and affected 

by sanctions/geopolitical 

instability

Air freight corridor
Fast for high-value 

products
Expensive

Central Asian routes Diversifies connectivity
Long distance and weak 

infrastructure

UAE trans-shipment
Established commercial 

hub
Adds cost and time



Women’s rights and recognition

The treatment of women and girls remains the main international 
obstacle to formal recognition.

Restrictions include:

• Ban on girls attending secondary school. 

• Exclusion of women from universities. 

• Restrictions on female employment. 

• Limits on movement without a male guardian. 

• Restrictions on access to public spaces. 

• Dress and morality regulations. 

• Reduced participation in humanitarian organisations.







Thank you ☺


