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».Marie  “Nothing in life is to be feared, it is only to be understood. Now

Curie is the time to understand more, so that we may fear less.”

— Marie Curie
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Face tattoos
Wenre once
their shield

Tribal women in Kandhamal district
of Odisha tattooed their faces

R Sees Sk ap Loiters Anita Anand: the rise of
an Indian-origin scholar
as a Canadian diplomat
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How is cyberbullying
tackled in the absence
of dedicated law?

Royals take on Kings,
Capitals meet Titans
in double-header

FAQ » PAGE 8 SPORT » PAGE 13

KOLKATA
In 2 major organisational
reshuffle, the Trinamool
Congress, removed 25 district

presidents and district
chairpersans on Friday. The
party abolished the post of
district presidents in Birbhum
and 3 (Uttar). 3 PAGE 3

India restricts Bangladeshi exports via land

Ready-made garments will be allowed only

through the ports of Kolkata and Mumbai

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

angladesh will no

| ) o

to use Indian land

ports to export ready-
e

otification
hx alao ardlered that spec-
fr

of Indian trucks on the

From now, ready-made
from

om
wil be pre-

‘Need assistance
for residents hit
by Pak. shelling’
sm

The J&K administration o

Satrday said it would be
reaching out to the Centre to

vented from entering Indi.
through the land ports nr
Tripura, Assam, Me;
laya and Mizoram.

Bangla

tions on export of Indian
yarn via land ports allow-
ing our yarn exports only

will be allowed e

dia only thry
of KoBita and Nhava She.
va (Mumbai) where the
cargo will be

This action comes after Bangladesh imposed port

restrictions on export of Indian yarn via

Subjected to ~mandated in-

spections®.

exports theough land ports. an

Bangladesh  has  alo
stopped from April 15 In-
dian rice

exports via Hill

AprA 13,

stopped indian yarn

and Benapole 1CPs of West
“India has decided to

land ports

impose port restrictions
across all LCSs and ICPs in

sald
official, Ex‘phlnlng the se-
con. part the

nnuﬁcaonn.

The un-
der this order will include
re: garments,

furniture,

ery. confectionery, cotton
and

yarn, tyes.

The Hindu has learnt
that the list of specified
items will be reviewed
from time to time. This or-
der on specified iems wil

At least 93% of
exports to India pass through land ports

cated on northern part of

West Be:
The official said that
Bangladesh, which & a ma-
producer of tex-

Jor
tile items, has been “cher-

ry.picking~ on trade lssues
nd that Indis did not want
it 0 condnue
“According to Indian esti-
mates, at least 93% of Ban-

through the land

Officials said that con-
siderable thinking had ta-
ken place about these eco-

Chief  Ministers of the
northeastern States con-
cerned and West Bengal of-
ficials have already been
informed abour the deci-
ston. It is

also
(hmugh the LSS of Fulba-
ri and Changrabandha lo-

the restrictions imposed
on specified items on all

's ready

LCS and ICP in the north-
east al ma-
nufacturing sector in the

The Hindu was told that

Jocked™.
“The eastern part of In-
dia, known as the Seven
Sisters, 1 landlocked. They
have no access to the
ocean. We are the only
guardians of the ocean in
this region. This opens up
huge possibilities.” Mr. Yu-
nus had said, calling upon
the Chinese manufactur-
ing sector to access north-
eastern India through
Bangladesh.

provide o the
affected population. Kupwara,
Baramulla, Rajourl, and

Poonch close to the LoC, and

GUWARATE
The Assam Police have busted
an seged Pakistan-linked fake
1M card racket and arrested

southem parts of the country.
Five of them are from
Rajasthan. The remaining two
are from Assam’s Dhubri
diStrict. » PAGE S

Schools told to
put up
high sugar inlal(e

NEW DELME
The CBSE directed afflisted
schools to establish “sugar
boards” to recuce the sugar
intake of children, according to
officials. It noted that there has

an increase in Type 2
diabetes amang chidren, a
condition cnce primariy seen
inadults. » PAGE

the sky

Commtoown surston:

Tipped to glory: The countdown for the launch began 51 7.59 3.m._on Saturday. SOURCE

SAT<28 sories soaciines

<auntry's wast
torritoey
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Manuscripts Mission
to be launched by PM

Sreeparna Chakrabart:
NEW DELHI

prime Minister Narendra

Y8 cxt June S tnch
e revamped National Ma-
T Cripts aiasion (NMMD,
announced in the Union
Budget for 202526. The
Gyan Bharatam Mission,
which is expected to cover
more than one crore ma-
nuscripts, will be responsi-

cm

x

ble for the survey, docu-
mentation, and
conservation of India‘s ma-
nuscripe herlage. To ac-

Israel army launches
big operation in Gaza

Associated
JERUSALEM

Israel has launched a ma-

thre; i (ko Budgex
hiked th tary alloca-
tlon for the existing NAMM
from 3.5 crore to 6O
crore.

FULL REPORT
» PAGES

Jor the Gaza
Strip to presure Hamas to
release remaimi

es, the Defence Ml.nlslel'
said on Saturday. Defence
Minister Israel Kn:z sald
that

with “great force™ by Is-

rael’s army. It comes as
US.  President Donald

widespread hope that his
tip could Increase the
chances of a ceasefire deal
or the resumption of hu-
manitarian aid to Gaza.

FULL REPORT
» PAGE 32

Selection of members for all-party
delegations triggers political row

NEW DELHL

The process of nomin,

veying India‘s united stand
on zero tolerance for terro-
rism to key partners
after Operation Sindoor,

tary Affairs Minister Kiren
Rifiju named MP
Shashi Tharoor as one of
the leaders of the seven de-
legations, while Mr. Tha-
roor was not nominated by
his own party. Mr. Ramesh
accused the Modi go
ment of being “dishonest
and playing games with a
mischievous mindset” by
leaving out most of the
names given by the party.

Hax snbd e caia wp wits
the idea of all party delega-
tions as the narrative of In-
dia becoming a vishwaguru
fworld  leader]  had
~failed”.

The delegations are ex-
pected 1o travel to as many
as 35 capitals across the
globe to explain India's
stance.

Mr. Ramesh noted that

sabha
Friday morning, his party
sent the names of former
Union Minister Anand
Sharma, party’s Deputy

Speaking as one

In the aftermath of Operation Sindoor, seven alk-party

delegations lad by the following leaders will vis
35 global capitals to explain India's

tup to
ance on terroeism

<~
Shashi Tharoor, Ravi Shankar Kanimazhi,
Congress. BIP DK
= Sanjay Kumar Jha, JOU B Bajjayant Panda, .

S0
= Suoriys Sute: NCo= Shelkant shamde, Shiv Sena

Leader in Lok Sabha Gau-
rav Gogoi, Rajya Sabha
member Syed Naseer Hus-

ber Amrinder Singh Raa
Warring to be part of the
del

egati:

B before speaking to
the Congress leadership,
Mr. Rijiju_had

the Modi govi will, of
course, go with the delega-
tions and their con-
tributions,” he said on X.
Mr. Rijiju’s announce-
ment also brought Con-
gress's fault lines to the
fore as Mr. Tharoor took to
social media to accept the
Centre’s “When

despite truce

New pELIn

Pakistan continued to drop
narcotics and arms into India
‘with the help of Chinese

drones Gespite a heightened
wigil both on tand and in the air

2 cessation of military
operstions, recoveries made by
the Border Security Force and
Punjab Police show. The items
recavered from May 10 to May
16 Incluced a packet
<ontaining 2.7 Klograms of

i plosee, DI

and magazines, and 559 grams
of herain.

FULL REPORT
»PAGE 3

reached out to the Con-

gress’s Manish Tewarl, Sal-
man urshid.

singh, and Tharoo

Nohe of them had fgured

in the Congress's list.

In the final list released
by the government late on
saturday nighe, all of them
were included. F
Con

lodged
a strong protest, Mr. Hus-
sain and Mr. Warring were
all dwwed

ponding to che final
st, M. Raresh said

showed the “cheap it
cal games the Modi govern-

national interest is in-
volved, and my services

cen
hai [There is a world of dif-
ference between being in
the Congress and being of
the Congress].”

“In moments that mar-
ter most, Bharat stands un-
ired. Seven All-Party Dele-
gations will soon visit key
parmer nations, carrying
our shared message of ze-
ro-tolerance to terrorism.
A powerful reflection of na-
tional unity above politics,
bey:

ot e e

cuded at the instance of

Rijips added In a post on X

NO POLITICS INVOLVED: MP
-

oac
p ]

‘Why was Pak.
informed about
the attack: Rahul

NEW DELIN
Tagaing External Affairs
Mirvster S. Jalshankar's
reparted statement that India
had informed Pakistan of
hitting terror infrastructure 3t
the start of Operation Sindoor,
Leader of the Opposition in the

misrepresentation of facts™.

FULL REPORT
»PAGES




India restricts Bangladeshi exports via land

Ready-made garments will be allowed only

through the ports of Kolkata and Mumbai

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

angladesh will no
B longer be allowed
to use Indian land

ports to export ready-
made garments to India. A
notification from the Direc-
torate General of Foreign
Trade issued in this regard
on Saturday will come into
immediate effect, officials
here said.

The same notification
has also ordered that spec-
ified commodities from
Bangladesh will be pre-
vented from entering India
through the land ports of
Tripura, Assam, Megha-
laya and Mizoram.

“Bangladesh has recent-
ly imposed port restric-
tions on export of Indian
yarn via land ports allow-
ing our yarn exports only

via seaports. It has been
decided to reciprocate this
measure by imposing port
restrictions on imports
from Bangladesh of ready-
made garments of all cate-
gories across all land ports
- LCS (Land Customs Sta-
tions) and ICP (Integrated
Check Posts),” said a senior
official, who said that in re-
cent months India has not-
iced aggressive inspection
of Indian trucks on the
Bangladeshi side.

From now, ready-made
garments from Bangladesh
will be allowed to enter In-
dia only through the ports
of Kolkata and Nhava She-
va (Mumbai) where the
cargo shipments will be
subjected to “mandated in-
spections”.

On April 13, Bangladesh
stopped Indian yarn ex-
ports through land ports.

This action comes after Bangladesh imposed port
restrictions on export of Indian yarn via land ports

Reciprocal measure: On April 13, Bangladesh stopped Indian yarn
exports through land ports. AP

Bangladesh has also
stopped from April 15 In-
dian rice exports via Hili

and Benapole ICPs of West
Bengal.
“India has decided to

impose port restrictions
across all LCSs and ICPs in
Assam, Meghalaya, Tripu-
ra, and Mizoram on speci-
fied Bangladesh exports to
India, targeting those com-
modities that can be local-
ly manufactured,” said the
official, explaining the se-
cond part of the
notification.

The specified items un-
der this order will include
ready-made  garments,
plastic, wooden furniture,
juices, carbonated drinks,
fruit-flavoured drinks, bak-
ery, confectionery, cotton
yarn, and dyes.

The Hindu has learnt
that the list of specified
items will be reviewed
from time to time. This or-
der on specified items will
also be implemented
through the LCSs of Fulba-
ri and Changrabandha lo-

cated on northern part of
West Bengal.

The official said that
Bangladesh, which is a ma-
jor global producer of tex-
tile items, has been “cher-
ry-picking” on trade issues
and that India did not want
it to continue doing so.

According to Indian esti-
mates, at least 93% of Ban-
gladesh’s ready-made gar-
ment exports to India pass
through the land ports.

Officials said that con-
siderable thinking had ta-
ken place about these eco-
nomic and commercial
measures and that the
Chief Ministers of the
northeastern States con-
cerned and West Bengal of-
ficials have already been
informed about the deci-
sion. It is understood that
the restrictions imposed
on specified items on all

At least 93% of Bangladesh’s ready-made garment
exports to India pass through land ports

LCS and ICP in the north-
east will help the local ma-
nufacturing sector in the
region.

The Hindu was told that
the steps are being taken to
“send a message” to Ban-
gladesh’s interim govern-
ment led by Muhammad
Yunus, who in his recent
visit to China had de-
scribed the northeastern
states of |India as
“land-locked”.

“The eastern part of In-
dia, known as the Seven
Sisters, is landlocked. They
have no access to the
ocean. We are the only
guardians of the ocean in
this region. This opens up
huge possibilities,” Mr. Yu-
nus had said, calling upon
the Chinese manufactur-
ing sector to access north-
eastern India through
Bangladesh.



e India's Move:
» India has restricted Bangladeshi exports via land ports.
» Ready-made garments will only be allowed through Kolkata and Mumbai ports.

» Reason:

* Inresponse to Bangladesh's restrictions on Indian yarn exports through land ports.

* Impact:

* At least 93% of Bangladesh's ready-made garment exports to India previously passed through

land ports.




2. Reasons Behind the Decision:

» Retaliation for Bangladesh's Move:
» Bangladesh stopped Indian yarn exports via land ports on April 13.
» India is reciprocating to ensure balanced trade practices.
» Local Manufacturing Concerns:
* The decision aims to support local manufacturers in the northeastern region of India.

» Concerns were raised as Bangladesh is a global textile producer, leading to an imbalance.



3. Details of Restrictions:

» Specific Items Restricted:

» Ready-made garments, plastic, wooden furniture, juices, carbonated drinks, fruit-flavoured

drinks, bakery items, confectionery, cotton yarn, and dyes.
e Ports of Entry:
* Only Kolkata and Nhava Sheva (Mumbai) ports are allowed for cargo shipments.
» Areas Affected:

» Land Customs Stations (LCS) and Integrated Check Posts (ICP) in Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura,

and Mizoram.
* Implementation:
» The order will be implemented through LCSs of Fulbari and Changrabandha.
* Indian Concerns:

* The northeastern states are landlocked, lacking access to the ocean, making them vulnerable

to trade restrictions.



== India—Bangladesh Bilateral Trade Overview (FY 2023-24)

Trade Indicator

Total Bilateral Trade

India's Exports to Bangladesh

India’s Imports from Bangladesh

Trade Balance (India's surplus)

Value (USD Billion)

13.0

11.38

1.62

9.76

Remarks |

Bangladesh is India's largest trade partner in
South Asia

Major exports include cotton yarn, cereals, and

machinery

Primarily ready-made garments and jute

products

Reflects a significant trade surplus in India's

favor



W Key Export Commodities from India to Bangladesh

« Cotton Yarn & Handloom Products: Valued at $2.39 billion, accounting for 20% of India's exports to

Bangladesh
» Cereals: Notably rice and wheat
» Machinery and Mechanical Appliances: Industrial and agricultural machinery

e Chemicals and Pharmaceuticals: Including organic chemicals and medicinal products The indian Express

The Observatory of Economic Complexity

= Key Import Commodities from Bangladesh to India
» Ready-Made Garments: Valued at over $700 million annually
« Jute Products: Such as bags, carpets, and yarn
» Textile Scraps: Used in recycling and manufacturing

» Fish and Seafood: Including hilsa and prawns The indian Express  Reuters +2  Wikipedia



Trade Agreements and Initiatives

South Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA): Provides duty-free access to most goods between member

countries, including India and Bangladesh

Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA): Under negotiation to further enhance

trade relations

Maitri Setu Bridge: Inaugurated in March 2021, this bridge over the Feni River connects Sabroom in

India to Ramgarh in Bangladesh, facilitating trade and connectivity

Bangladesh-India Friendship Pipeline: Inaugurated in March 2023, this pipeline transports diesel

from India to Bangladesh, strengthening energy cooperation wikipedia +2  India Business & Trade +1  Wikipedia



Eyein
the sky

The Indian
Space Research
Organisation is

launching an
Earth Observation
Satellite

(EOS-09) on board
PSLV-C61inits
101 mission

LAUNCH
SNAPSHOT

Date & time:
May 18, 5:59 a.m.

u Vehicle:
PSLV-C61 (63rd
mission of PSLV)

H Launch pad:
First Launch Pad,
Satish Dhawan
Space Centre,
Sriharikota

Countdown duration:

22

hours
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EOS-09 complements and supplements
data from the Resourcesat, Cartosat and
RISAT-2B series satellites

The new satellite carries fuel for
post-mission de-orbiting, ensuring it
decays in two years and leaves no debris

KEY APPLICATIONS

&
®

Urban &

Agriculture :
&forestry i infrastructure :
monitoring : planning
National
Disaster security
HEREEcment surveillance

EOS-09

satellite
(RISAT-1B)

Weight:

1,696.24
ke

Orbit: Sun
Synchronous
Polar Orbit
(SSPO)

5 years

Function:
All-weather,
high-resolution
imaging of the
Earth’s surface
across the
country’s vast
territory
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School students join West

Ben

teachers’
Students came out in support of their protesting

them.
stories to 30 to 40 stud
pre

rotests

26,000
T WA res¥iimineas pavscons condiacied]
by the WBSSC, citing irregularities.

Madhva Pradesh HC allows
NEET-UG result declaration

Pradesh High Court has modified its

tadhya
May 1S order putting
declaration of the National Elgibilic

Entrance Test — Undes

an interim stay on the

results nationwide and allowed the
all centres across the

outage will be filed within two

country,
in Indore where

reraduate (NEET-UG)
results to

be

the details of the centres affected by power
days.

Official suspended for misuse

of Ben

11 officer’s I

The Chief Electoral Officer (CEO) of West Bengal
has suspended Arun Gorain, an assistant system

n ID

e
of South 24

of
of formes related to addithons, changes, £=;

n the roll
issued by the CEO's offce, stated that Mr
number was allegedl:

Gorain’s mobile
into the login credentials of Swapan Kumar
Halder. the Assistant Elec

Offscer of

ly inserted

toral Registration

The o tacermens further alleged that several
filed had been

of following the fraudulent login_

BSF appeals to public to
report on gold smuggling

Officials of the South Bengal Frontier of the
Border Security Force (BSF) have appealed to

residents in the borde

Infor

r areas to report any details

on gold smugzling. 1 can be shared via
the Seema Sathi helpline st 14419 or WhatsApp
ioe a

'arded and Idendly or
~ the BS|

mght attempting to
weighing 1.167 kg, into India from Bangladesh.

The girls without the dark tattoo: Kandha breathes free

Sa Barik
DARINGBADT

Subofint Pradhan, in her
seventies, by

ual exploitation by lan-
ds, local royals, and
rs.

put an end to the practice,
Snd Ms. Subojini is happy

that the painful tradition is
not being passed on to the
next gener.

“God has given each of
us a beautiful face. We

wve no right to disfigure
it. But tradition was im-
posed on us, and we had
limle choice but to

this strange, old practice —

—
Painful process: Earicr, Kandha girls were subjected to facial

flow down our faces, and
eft

cer to fa-
clal tattooing as they ap-
e age of IO.

the
us swollen and unrecognis-
able for days. For over a
week, we could barely eat.
it took nearly two m
to recover completely. But
this painful ordeal marked
an important rite of pas-
sage in the lfe of every
Kandha * Ms. Prad-
han recalled.
The tattoo
originated as
practice to e,cape sexual

:udmon

Siived into 2 defining

TATOOINE a5 they APProached the ape of 10. BIWARAN I SOUT

marker of identity for the

formers stationed in most

ice” jyotira) Pradhan, a
<o sty 1
and record-keeper, said.
“Over time, be-

woman with-
out tattoos couldn’t truly
be Kandha™ Mr. Jyotiraj
Pradhan said.
silver rings
A woman's identity was
further established by the
silver rings_adorning
entire rim of her ear.

“A woman without ear-

Kan, nes
nified marital status, and

villages. These
would report when a girl

began to come of age_ Soon
er. the young woman

identity,”

han ad
According to  Kailash

Chandra Dandpat, a pro-
ent

Mr. Jyotiraj Prad-
ded.

dha communicy for ow-

er four decades, the prac-
tce of facial tattooing
Eandila women be.
gan to decline i the
mid-1990s.

-actice

cam; sustaine:
individual counselling with
parents.

“Today, it &s rare to find
women under the age of
40 with facial tattoos. Girls
are no 1 r confined to

After 1510 20 years, the tat-
toced women would

longer be seen in Kandha,
mmal: At least the r
tattoo is a good riddance
for Kandha women,” finert
Pradhan, another elderly
woman, said.

Manuscripts Mission to be
launched by PMon June 9

LS

yan Bh:n.r:nam l\l‘ssion‘ will be res;

rime Minister Na-
P s v
on june 9 Launch

gesary allocation for the ex-
isting Manu-
scripts l\lisslan (NDIMD
from IS crore to WO
croe.
Sources told The Hindu
that a series of m
helmed by the Uniton Cual-
taken

Minister.
The Hindu had reported

Voices from the

pasts Manuscripts will be Sigitised with the help of

the NMM at the Orlentai Research Institute, MySuns. WA SRRAN

last October that the Union
Culture Ministry was set to
“revive

The meeting, chaired by
Culture Minister Gajendra
s awat, was at-
tended by experts in the
field like former Chairper-
Son of the Central Instiute

Narayana Singh: Professor

India
MM Is a part of the

Indira

Centre for the Arts. It was

first on Or_(ober M, 2024.
the way forward.

the Indian Institute of
Technology. Bombay: M.A.
Alwar

libraries, and private collectors

tya Bhasha Samitk and
hrinivasa arakhedi,
ce-Chanc: ]'lo( of Central

e expe:

included  a

manager from Google Arts

and Culture.

3 lakh ditles

According to sources, the
NaM il

Pak.-linked ‘ghost SIM
card racket busted
by Assam Police

Scven people were
VRS arrested and, 948
ghost SIM cards
The ce have LS c
busted Pakistan-
Einked fake SIM card racker  devices scized
and arrested seven people
from northeastern.
northern. and souw by the milicary incell-
parts of the country. gence, and counter-
The ar parts in Te-

rests
tp-off from the Army's As
sam-based Gajraj Corps
about a gmup uxlng frau-
dulent sSiv
e qbercrhnas and

te, pre-
of 52
lakh manuscripts _and
oughly over three Gt
les have been
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Sangh Parivar-backed trade
union boycotts SCO meet
on labour issues, faces flak
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CBSE asks schools to put
up boards to reveal bitter
truths of high sugar intake
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CBSE has noted there has been
a significant increase in Type 2
diabetes among chidren.
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constitutes 139% of daily
Galorie intake for children
aged four to 10 years, and

ve:
ceeding the recommended
limic of 5%.

NCPCR nudge
The direction was Issued

dy formed to ensure that
rights of children, especial-
Iy those who are most vul-
nerable and marginalised,

ulti-
impacting

mately chil-
long-term

dren’s
and

ocossed oods wm-nn
Ehoni envirammenta. The
el Coa

health
per!
mance,” the CBSE said in a
letter to school principals.
e indicate that su-




Manuscripts Mission to be
launched by PM on June 9

‘Gyan Bharatam Mission’ will be responsible for survey, documentation, conservation of India’s

manuscript heritage lying with academic institutions, museums, libraries, and private collectors

Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELHI

rime Minister Na-
Prendra Modi will
on June 9 launch

the revamped National Ma-
nuscripts Mission, an-
nounced in the Union Bud-
get for 2025-26.

The Gyan Bharatam Mis-
sion, which is expected to
cover more than one crore
manuscripts, will be res-
ponsible for the survey,
documentation and con-
servation of India’s manu-
script heritage lying with
academic institutions, mu-
seums, libraries, and priv-
ate collectors.

To accommodate this
new initiative, the Union
Budget had hiked the bud-
getary allocation for the ex-
isting National Manu-
scripts Mission (NMM)
from Z3.5 crore to 360
crore.

Sources told The Hindu
that a series of meetings,
helmed by the Union Cul-
ture Secretary, had taken
place to finalise the con-
tours of the new organisa-
tion being set up and it was
expected to be launched
on June 9 by the Prime
Minister.

The Hindu had reported

Voices from the past: Manuscripts will be digitised with the help of
the NMM at the Oriental Research Institute, Mysuru. M.A. SRIRAM

last October that the Union
Culture Ministry was set to
“revive and relaunch” the
NMM and was mulling over
the formation of an auto-
nomous body to help pre-
serve ancient texts in
India.

The NMM is a part of the
Indira Gandhi National
Centre for the Arts. It was
set up in 2003, but had not
taken off as expected.

The Culture Ministry
had organised a meeting
first on October 14, 2024,
to discuss the way forward.

The meeting, chaired by
Culture Minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat, was at-
tended by experts in the
field like former Chairper-
son of the Central Institute
of Indian Languages (CIIL),
Mysore and linguist Udaya
Narayana Singh; Professor
K. Ramasubramanian of
the Indian Institute of
Technology, Bombay; M.A.
Alwar of Samskriti Founda-
tion; Sudha Gopalakrish-
nan, Founder Director of
NMM; Chamu Krishna
Shastry, Chairman of Bhar-

tiya Bhasha Samiti; and
Shrinivasa Varakhedi,
Vice-Chancellor of Central
Sanskrit University, Delhi.

The expert group also
included a programme
manager from Google Arts
and Culture.

3 lakh titles digitised

According to sources, the
NMM has till date, pre-
pared a metadata of 52
lakh manuscripts and
roughly over three lakh tit-
les have been digitised.

However, only one-third
of them have been
uploaded.

A senior official from
the NMM said out of the
nearly 1.3 lakh manu-
scripts uploaded, only
70,000 were available for
viewing.

The reason for this was
that there was no “access
policy”, which means
there is no incentive for
private owners to make
manuscripts available with
them to be viewed.

Around 80% of manu-
scripts in India are with
private parties.

The NMM has also said
that over the past 21 years,
it has undertaken preven-
tive and curative conserva-
tion of nine crore folios.




* Event:

* Prime Minister Narendra Modi will launch the Gyan Bharatam Mission on June 9, 2025.
» Objective:

» Survey, documentation, and conservation of India’s manuscript heritage.

* |nvolves academic institutions, museums, libraries, and private collectors.



2. Key Features of the Gyan Bharatam Mission:

 Revamped Initiative:

» Part of the National Manuscripts Mission (NMM) under the Indira Gandhi National Centre for
the Arts.

» Originally set up in 2003 but remained underutilized.
 Budget Allocation:

» Budget hike: From ¥3.5 crore to 260 crore.

* Announced in the Union Budget 2025-26.
» Scope:

» Expected to cover over 1 crore manuscripts across India.

* Includes survey, documentation, and digital conservation.

» Collaboration with academic institutions, libraries, museums, and private collectors.



3. Progress Made:

» Digital Archive:

« NMM has prepared a metadata of 52 lakh manuscripts.

* Around 3 lakh titles digitized, but only 70,000 available for public viewing.
 Reasons for Limited Access:

» Absence of an "access policy”.

» 80% of manuscripts are held by private parties, making access difficult.
* Ongoing Conservation Efforts:

 QOver 21 years, NMM has conserved nine crore folios.



5. Challenges and Roadblocks:

* Lack of Public Access:

 Most manuscripts are in private collections.

» Lack of a proper policy framework for public accessibility.
e Cultural Preservation:

 There is a need for collaboration between private collectors and the government.
 Technological Integration:

» Need for digitization and archival infrastructure.

» Collaborations with tech companies for digital preservation.



CBSE asks schools to put
up boards to reveal bitter
truths of high sugar intake

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The CBSE has directed affi-
liated schools to establish
“sugar boards” to monitor
and reduce the sugar in-
take of children, according
to officials.

The Central Board of Se-
condary Education (CBSE)
has noted that there has
been a significant increase
in Type 2 diabetes among
children, a condition once
primarily seen in adults,
over the past decade.

“This alarming trend is
largely attributed to high
sugar intake, often due to
the easy availability of sug-
ary snacks, beverages and
processed foods within
school environments. The
excessive consumption of
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CBSE has noted there has been
a significant increase in Type 2
diabetes among children.

sugar not only increases
the risk of diabetes but also
contributes to obesity,
dental problems and other
metabolic disorders, ulti-
mately impacting chil-
dren’s long-term health
and academic perfor-
mance,” the CBSE said in a
letter to school principals.
Studies indicate that su-

gar constitutes 13% of daily
calorie intake for children
aged four to 10 years, and
15% for those aged 11 to 18
years, substantially ex-
ceeding the recommended
limit of 5%.

NCPCR nudge

The direction was issued
after a nudge by the Na-
tional Commission for Pro-
tection of Child Rights
(NCPCR) - a statutory bo-
dy formed to ensure that
rights of children, especial-
ly those who are most vul-
nerable and marginalised,
are protected.

The schools have been
asked to establish “sugar
boards” where informa-
tion is displayed to educate
students about the risks of
excessive sugar intake.

A IN-X



* Health Concern:

« Sharp increase in Type 2 diabetes among children.

» Traditionally considered an adult disease, but now increasingly seen in children.
 Causes:

« High sugar intake from easily accessible sugary snacks, beverages, and processed foods

within school environments.
« Conseqguences:
* Increased risk of diabetes, obesity, dental issues, metabolic disorders.

* Long-term effects on health and academic performance.



3. Sugar Intake Data:

e Daily Caloric Contribution:
 13% for children aged 4-10 years.
» 15% for those aged 11-18 years.
* Recommended limit: 5%.
 Observation:

 The intake is substantially exceeding recommended levels.



== Diabetes Prevalence Among Indian Youth (Under 18)

Age Group Diabetes Type Prevalence Rate

10-19 years Type 2 & Pre-diabetes Boys: 12.3%<br>Girls: 8.4%

0-14 years Type 1 Diabetes Varies regionally:<br>-
Karnataka: 17.93 per
100,000<br>- Karnal
(Haryana): 24.22 per
100,000 (ages 5-14)

Remarks

Higher prevalence in boys;
associated with obesity and

sedentary lifestyle.

Type 1 diabetes is less common
but increasing; requires insulin

therapy.



4. Role of NCPCR:

* Involvement:

* National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) nudged CBSE to take action.
e Objective:

» Protect vulnerable and marginalized children from health risks.
» Directive:

* Schools to use “sugar boards" to create awareness among students about the risks of

excessive sugar intake.
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‘Several fatalities” after two

helicopters collide in Fi d

~
North Macedoria and Britsin finalsed » historic strategic
deal,
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in Finland

The accident caused
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$6.7 bificn investment cycle, access to Sritish m and joint
effarts aganst organised crime and migration. s
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off fram Eston

being

tonis, can

The helicopters took ol
businessmen. They collided west of Helsinkl around midday.

LONDON
Three Iranians charged with
suspected espionage in UK.

DAMASCLS

Syrian government forces raid
Islamic State hideouts in Aleppo

UK vows to
bo

Beitish soll. e

hideouts in Aleppo, killing
one militant and amesting others, the first such operation

new Islamist nuers. One security officer was.
also kiied. Weapons, bombs, and uniforms with security insignia
were sezed. Raids targeted steeper cells in four locations

Israel launches Operation Gideon
Chariots in Gaza to pressure Hamas

1t aims at forcil

Hamas to release ret

s and dismantle the militant

; over 150 deaths reported in Gaza

ouy
in 24 hours following the air strikes: Gaza remains under blockade with no food. water, fuel. or goods entering the region

JERUSALEM

srael has launched a
major operation in the
Gaza Srip to pressure
flhumd a0 release remain-
Defence

Minister satd on Saturday,
following days of intensive
strikes across the territory
that killed hundreds of pe-
ople. Defence Minister Is-
rael Katz said that Opera-

etan;
omedt dsifiin’fi thia-weel:

escalate pressure on Ha-
s with the aim of des-
troying the militant group

Intense attac

the site of as

that has ruled Gaza for
nearly two decades.

operation comes as
US. President Donald
Trump concluded his trip
to the region without a visit

izt Sabalia, in the norhern Geza Strp: on Seturdey, MNIERS

to Israel. There had been
widespread hope that Mr.
Trump's trip coul

crases tha thences o1 &
ceasefire deal or the re-
sumption of humanitarian

aid to Gaza, which Israel
has prevented for more
than two months.
Negotiations between
Israel and Hamas have yet

Mr. Trump’s West Asia trip,
insists on a deal that ends
the war — someching Israel

it was intensify
and exerting oo
ressure” on Hamas across
The strip. It said it will not
stop untl the hostages are
d Hamas dis-

Tantled.

Of the hostages who
main Gaza, Israel be
Ileuu as many as 23 are
stlll alive, alhiough lsraell

Iran says it will continue
nuclear talks with the U.S.

Associated Press

TEHRAN

tran's President said his
ry will continue talks

With the United States over
its rapidly advancing na-
clear programme but will
from s

concern rur The statins of

since Istael broke a Jann-
ary ceasefire on March IS.
Gaza has entered a third

month of an Israeli block-
ade with no food, water,
fuel or other goods enter-

ng the territory. Food se-

xyexpe say Gaza will
be in famine if the block-
ade is not lifted.

Fights because of LS.
threats.

“We are negotiating,
and we will negotiate, we
are not after war but we do

The negotations have
reached the “expert~ level,
meaning the sides are try-

Masoud Pezeshkian

ing to reach agreement on
the details of a possible
deal. But a major sticking
point remains Iran’s en-
of uranium,

“U.S. must leave”
Meanwhile, Iran’s supreme
leader Ayatollah All Kha-

st
region, following a visit to

ship for its role in the re-
gion and threatened to cut
Iran’s oil exports to zero.

Putin-Zelenskyy
meet possible only
after deal: Kremlin

XV

The Kremlin on Sa

said a meeting between
Russian President Viadimir

Putin and Ukrainian Press-

dent

fire,” Mr. Zelenskyy wrote
o media following
“Russia only
portunity to continue kill-

. He reiterated his call
on Ukraine's allies o scep
up n Moscow.

would be possible only af-
ter both sides reach an

er three years, which did
not result in a truce.

Prisoner swap

pressure on Russia, there
will be no real diplomacy
there.” the Ukrainian Presi-
dent said.

scale invasion that Febru.

five; Jocal muhorteies sald.

~Yesterday, as any
day of this war, there was
an opportunity to cease

ary —

Ecia tn 1eanbul esutied

in a concrete agreement to
1.000

Cast away

each.

due o flcoding

: Aman stands on the roof of a flocded house as he walts to be remcuiad liging hamy calistonna I Campana; Sunos
Aires province on Saturday. More than a "

Trump to speak to
Russian, Ukrainian
leaders tomorrow

sides at which a Ukrainian
official said Moscow's ne-

wversation be

speak with Mr. Putin to dis-

Donald Trump.

cuss stopping the war at 10
.m. Eastern (1400 GMT)
on Monday. He said he

Volodymyr Zelensyy —
various members of NATO.
Mr. Trump has been
pressumg Mr. Putin and
Mr. Zelenskyy to agree t a
ceasefire in the more than
three-year-old war.

Erdogan sees an end in sight for US.
sanctions on Turkish defence sector

ence France Presse
ISTANBUL

1\nkiye has seen an e

under a 2017 Law known

of U. onitsde-  tiesb
o socon since Donald  member countries.
Trump becam

denr, with seeps g
ending the measure ad-
vancing quickly, President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan said
on Sat

would allow the Russians
to collect information on

“We can e_uuy say thar  the stesith jet's capabitl
there is a softening ties. Mr. Ei d Tur-
CAATSA” nemumporm kiye had raised s
while refurning from a Bu-  tions tssue with Mr. Trump
ropean su X and
w Us. sanctions envoy o A Tom
legislation. Barr.

In 2020, Washington

imposed sanctions on An-

kara over its purchase

S-4 ussian surface-to-

air missile defence system
cm

“With my friend Trump

more nstr
more sincere communica-

Recep Erdogan

uon on !heie Issues.” Mr.

be no restrictions or obsta-
cles in the field of defence
between us,” he said_

Brussels march urges EU to take
action over Budapest Pride ban threat

ance-Presse

Turkiye's
with the United States was.
~of vital importance for the
establishment of stability
in our region and the
world,” he said
Modernising air force
In March, Mr. Erdogan
spoke to Mr. Trump about
the need to finalise a deal
o les Turklye bay US. F15
and be read-

mkied to the developrent
programme  for  F35
nes.

Turkiye has been seek-
ing to modernise its air
force, and has been seek-
ing to buy 40 Eurofighter
Typhoons which are built
by a fnur nanon consorti-
um rmany,
Britain, spam and 1ealy.
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Thousands of LGBT acti-

ment after it moved to ban

sound the alarm.” Viktoria
Hadvanyl, the ch cmu of Bu-
dapest Pride, while

§ rights: Activists attend the LGET Pride in Brussels on

Protecting
Saturday. are
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the event. “What is really
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action In two months,” Ms.
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Although she met some
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cus: the EU of from Eu-
being -complick~ with  rope to join what organis-

Prime Minister  ers hope will be the ~big-

wkm Orban through its
kolan.d Papp, a 35-year-
r R )

gest, most colourful and
most international™ pride
event ever seen.
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Israel launches Operation Gideon
Chariots in Gaza to pressure Hamas

It aims at forcing Hamas to release remaining hostages and dismantle the militant group; over 150 deaths reported in Gaza

in 24 hours following the air strikes; Gaza remains under blockade with no food, water, fuel, or goods entering the region

Associated Press
JERUSALEM

srael has launched a
l major operation in the
Gaza Strip to pressure
Hamas to release remain-
ing hostages, the Defence
Minister said on Saturday,
following days of intensive
strikes across the territory
that killed hundreds of pe-
ople. Defence Minister Is-
rael Katz said that Opera-
tion Gideon Chariots was
being led with “great
force” by Israel’s army.
Israel’s Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu
vowed earlier in the week
to escalate pressure on Ha-
mas with the aim of des-
troying the militant group

g A
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Intense attack: Palestinians inspect the site of an Israeli strike on a
house in Jabalia, in the northern Gaza Strip, on Saturday. REUTERS

that has ruled Gaza for
nearly two decades.

The operation comes as
U.S. President Donald
Trump concluded his trip
to the region without a visit

to Israel. There had been
widespread hope that Mr.
Trump’s trip could in-
crease the chances of a
ceasefire deal or the re-
sumption of humanitarian

aid to Gaza, which Israel
has prevented for more
than two months.

Negotiations between
Israel and Hamas have yet
to achieve progress in Qa-
tar’s capital, Doha. Hamas,
which released an Israeli-
American hostage as a
goodwill gesture ahead of
Mr. Trump’s West Asia trip,
insists on a deal that ends
the war — something Israel
said it won’t agree to.

Israel’s army said in a
post on X on Saturday that
it was intensifying attacks
and exerting “tremendous
pressure” on Hamas across
the strip. It said it will not
stop until the hostages are
returned and Hamas dis-
mantled.

Of the hostages who re-
main in Gaza, Israel be-
lieves as many as 23 are
still alive, although Israeli
authorities have expressed
concern for the status of
three of those.

More than 150 people
have been killed in Israeli
strikes in the last 24 hours,
according to Gaza’s Health
Ministry. It said more than
3,000 have been killed
since Israel broke a Janu-
ary ceasefire on March 18.

Gaza has entered a third
month of an Israeli block-
ade with no food, water,
fuel or other goods enter-
ing the territory. Food se-
curity experts say Gaza will
be in famine if the block-
ade is not lifted.



1. Operation Overview:

e Operation Name: Gideon Chariots
* Objective:
 Pressure Hamas to release remaining hostages.
» Dismantle the militant group.
* Location: Gaza Strip
» [|nitiated by: Israel's Army
« Announced by: Defence Minister Israel Katz
* Context:
» Follows days of intensive air strikes that resulted in 150+ deaths.

» Gazaremains under blockade with no food, water, fuel, or goods entering the region.



3. Ground Situation in Gaza:

* Blockade:
e (Gaza has been under Israeli blockade for nearly two decades.
 No food, water, fuel, or humanitarian aid is entering Gaza.

e Impact:
e QOver 150 deaths reported in the last 24 hours due to Israeli airstrikes.
e 3,000+ deaths since January ceasefire was broken by Israel.
* Famine risk:

e Gaza's Health Ministry warns of food security collapse.









MONDAY
May 19, 2005

FoLLow Us
iz

INTERNATIONAL
EDITION

20 Pages
Vol. 3 - No. 118

e I

TRUCE TALKS LincER

At least 100
killed in Israeli
air strikes
across Gaza

Diversity among
HC judges
88% of Madras High

Court judge picks not
Jrom General Category

‘QuEsSTION OF RESPECT"
Constitution of India
is supreme, says CJI

POSTS ON ARMED FORCES
Ashoka University
Professor arrested

OME WiN, THREE QUALIFIERS
GT routs DC. makes it
along with RCB, PBKS

NEWS » PAGE 4

WORLD » PAGE 14

NEWS » PAGE S

OPINION » PAGE 3

SPORT » PAGE 13

security pact, ag
related to trade and a joint
statement on the geopoliticat
Stuation. % PAGE 14

_17 of a family Killed in Hyderabad blaze
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Mayvawati namess
her nephew to
key post in BSP

LrckNow
Sahujan Samaj Party pressdent
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sppointed her nephew, Alash
Anand, as the party's chief
national coordinator at a
“special meeting”. He will now
cwersee the BSPs strategies for
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A dozen fire engines. a
hydraulic platform. and 2
re rushed to the

bring 17 people, inciading

decease

four from the terrace, to
safety.
An officer of the disaster

Charminar
filed a case.
Prime AMinister Naren-

an e:
22Takh to the kin of the de-
ceased and 250,000 for
the injured.
The Telangana govern-
ment announced an ex gra-
ria of £5 lakh to the kin of
the deceased.
“The only staircase, nar-
row and located near the

sain access to the

Burmed out:

sonnel drilled

through 2 wall on the first
floor. It took nearly two
urs to fully extinguish
the fire. A total of 87 per-
sonnel imvolved in

he fire-ravaged bullding ne

kanna, who sustained inju-
ries during the rescue of
ort.” explained the officer.
Foe rime Aiinieer cx
ressed grief over the loss
or Tves and wished a spee.

Deputy Fire Officer Ven-

to the injured.
Y Condolences

« Charmenar in Hyderabad on Sunday. s

who have lost their loved

ones. May the injured re-

cover soon.” the Prime Mi-

nister’s Office posted o
Telangana Deputy Chief

Minister Bhatt Vikramar-
. accompanied

Minis-
ters Ponnam Prabhakar
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the fire.” » PAGE &
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In troubled waters

Broken mast: A Mexican Navy training ship colided with the Brooklyn Bridge in New York,

US.. on Saturday night, killing two crew

members and injunng 19, The accident <omes a year 3fter the Baltimore bridge in Mantand collapsed in a similar crash. AP

Understanding” with Pak.
has no ‘expiry date’: Army

NEW DELHI

Following repeated asser-
tions by Pakistan that the
understanding to “stop all
firing and military action
onland, inthe alr. andsea”
ended the In-
Qian Asmy sald that there
was “no expiry date~ to the
agreement.

~No Director-General of
Ailitary Operations

con-
oeation orbcea_u in hostil-
ities, as decid, DGMOs®
interaction ofl\'.ay 12, there
& no expiry date to It.” the
v on s E

Pakistan Foresgn AMinis-
ter Ishaq Dar had earlier in-
formed the country’s Par-
Hament that India and
Pakistan held “military-to-

Calm watch: Security personnel at Gupkar Road on the banks of
the Dal Lake in Srinagar on Sunday. =71

and Pakistan had agreed to
continue the stoppage of
all that came into ef-
fect from S p.m. on
follo

nue the “confidence buil

ing
the alertness level. But the
Army did not darify if the
DGMOs spoke that day and
what

on the Ind
Army said that both India

measures would be taken.
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India to apprise
FATF of terTor
bases in Pakistan

NEW DELIG

Satellite launch went wrong minutes after lift-off due to glitch: ISRO

The PSLV-CE1 wa
pected to place the satellite

The Indian Space Research
Organisation said it could
complete the mission

arth observa-

EOS-09 into

a technical

S. Somanath, in a post on
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~Ist time in 8 yrs, Isro workhorse
PSLV fails on 101st launch; sat lost

3RD-STAGE MOTOR MALFUNCTIONED?

U.Tejonmayam
@timesofindia.com

Sriharikota: Isro’s workhor-
se rocket PSLV malfunctioned
mid-flight and failed to inject a
satellite into orbit after an ear-
ly morning launch on Sunday:
Themission, designated PSLV-
C61, was Isro’s 101st launch to
place EOS-09 earth observa-
tion satellite into a sun-synch-
ronous polar orbit.

P EDIT PAGE: Rare Setback,
But Isro Will Bounce Back

Photo: Ramesh Shankar R

chief V Narayanan

> Snag in 3rd-stage motor suspected.
‘There was a fall in chamber pressure
in the solid motor and mission could
not be accomplished,’ says Isro

> In 63 flights, PSLV has failed 4 times.
1993 | PSLV-D1 (maiden flight); 1997 |
PSLV-C1 (partial failure; IRS-1D placed

in orbit lower than planned); 2017 |
PSLV-C39 (heat shield failed to separate)

> 2nd failure for Isro in 2025 after NVS-02 P rom i Xs e C S
nav sat didn't make it to final orbit in Jan

PSLV lifts off from Sriharikota

6 minutes into the flight

The setback marks the
third unsuccessful PSLV mis-
sion in 32 years, excluding a
partial failure in 1997. PSLV-
Cellifted off at5.59amfromthe
first launch pad at the Satish
Dhawan Space Centre in Sri-
harikota. Around six minutes
into the flight, the rocket vee-
red off its intended trajectory:

Isro chairman V Naraya-

nan later said the rocket’s per-
formance was normal up to
the second stage. “The vehi-
cle’s third stage uses a solid
motor system. There was afall
in chamber pressure in solid
motor and the mission could
not be accomplished. We are
studying the performance,”
Narayanan told newspersons.

Sunday’s mission was to

place the 1,696kg EOS-09 radar
imaging satellite into a 529-km
orbit. EOS-09 carried a synt-
hetic aperture radar for re-
mote sensing through clouds
and at night, with uses in ag-
riculture, forestry, soil mois-
ture monitoring, disaster re-
sponse, and surveillance.

» Related report, P 12



Rajon ki Baol






Rajon ki Baoli Restoration

Dilapidated Archaeological Restoration
Stepwell Survey Process Restored Stepwell
Deteriorating historical Assessment and Repairing and Preserved historical

water reservoir planning phase rebuilding structure water reservoir




Rajon ki Baoli Transformation

Masons'
Habitation

Raj Mistri using the
water




Lodi Dynasty's Rise and Fall

~ R
Territorial Mughal Empire

Dominance

Control over key
regions







Unveiling the Protective Effects of Shingles Vaccination

Shingles

Vaccination




Shingles Explained

Through direct contact with
- fluid from the rash blisters or

Varicella-zoster virus (VZV),

Yes, if they never had




RBI Surplus
Transfer to the
Government




RBI Surplus Transfer to Central Government

2.5-3

2.11

FY 2023-24

Previous fiscal year transfer
amount

FY 2024-25

Estimated transfer range for next
fiscal year




Sources of RBlI Revenue

/

\

4|/|ﬁ|/|r

Returns on
Assets

Investments in
foreign bonds and
deposits.

\/

Interest
Income

Earnings from
government
securities and bank
lending.

O

Commission

Fees for managing
government debt
obligations.

\/

\/



RBI Surplus Transfer Recommendations
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125 Years of Kodaikanal Solar
Observatory



About Kodaikanal Solar Observatory

e It was established in 1899 by the Indian Institute of Astrophysics and is located at the southern tip of the Palani Hills in Tamil Nadu.

e It was set up to study the Sun and its influence on Earth’s climate, especially the Indian monsoons.

e The observatory was established in response to the devastating Great Drought of 1875-1877, which, along with a global famine,
killed nearly 50 million people.

e The Famine Commission of the time recommended setting up a solar observatory to understand the potential link between solar
activity and rainfall patterns.

e Charles Michie Smith, a physicist, was tasked with identifying a suitable location. Kodaikanal was selected due to its clear skies, low
humidity, and minimal fog, ideal for solar observations.

e A landmark scientific discovery made at KoSO was the Evershed Effect in January 1909. This phenomenon is the apparent radial flow

of gases observed in the penumbra (outer region) of sunspots on the Sun.



Other Major Indian Space Observatories
 Indian Astronomical Observatory (IAO) (Hanle, Ladakh): It is one of India’s premier facilities for optical and infrared astronomy. It is
also managed by the Indian Institute of Astrophysics.
e Mt. Abu Infrared Observatory (MIO) (Aravalli Range): It is operated by the Physical Research Laboratory (PRL). It specializes in
infrared observations of celestial bodies.
e Giant Metrewave Radio Telescope (GMRT) (Pune): It is one of the world's largest low-frequency radio telescopes. Operated by the
National Centre for Radio Astrophysics (NCRA), it consists of 30 steerable parabolic dishes and uses the SMART (Stretch Mesh

Attached to Rope Trusses) design concept.






Proposed Excise Tax Components
8 7
\/
Excise Tax Remittances
A 5% excise tax is O"gm

proposed.

The tax applies to
remittances from the
US.

\/

\/



Cross-Border Remittance Tax Comparison

Non-Citizens

Tax Scope

Minimum Limit

Tax Collection




India's Remittance Inflow from the US

32.9

2023-24

Largest recipient of US
remittances

2001

Share in world remittances

2024

Share in world remittances




Percentage

/]

N

19.2%

2010-11 2023-24 U.S. and U.K.
Remittances Remittances Share

India's Remittance Trends and

Distribution

U.S. Contribution UAE Contribution

Maharashtra,
Kerala, Tamil
Nadu

5%
Category

Haryana, Gujarat,
Punjab



\/ 1SSIOn -'

ry and Interior

¢ »

-»



Which side of the Moon should be studied further to
understand its formation?

Vs
¢ 7
l/
Nearside Far side
Geologically distinct and Geologically different and

faces Earth less studied



GRAIL Mission's Lunar Exploration

O
Gravity Mapping Lunar Interior
Mapping the Moon's Unprecedented insights
into the Moon's

gravitational field
structure

o
Twin Spacecraft

Ebb and Flow, the
mission's tools

(-
Data Collection

Gathering data on
gravity variations

Q
GRAIL Mission

The overall mission to
explore the Moon



Lunar Surface Characteristics

!

Mantle

Warmer layer due to
radioactive elements

Moon

Celestial body with
diverse terrains

)
Far Side Nearside
Rugged and Plains formed by
volcanic activity

mountainous terrain



Moon Mantle Temperature

200°C
Nearside Mantle

|

Maximum temperature

100°C
Farside Mantle

|

Minimum temperature



India Meteorological Department (IMD) Criteria for Declaring Heat Wave:

Region/Condition

Heat Wave

Plains

Max temperature = 40°C

Hilly Regions

Max temperature > 30°C

Coastal Stations

When the maximum temperature departure is 4.5°C
or more from normal, and provided the actual
maximum temperature is 37°C or above.

Based on Departure from Normal

Heat Wave: Departure from normal is 4.5°C to
6.4°C

Severe Heat Wave: Departure from normal is >
6.4°C

Based on Actual Maximum Temperature

Heat Wave: When actual maximum temperature >
45°C

Severe Heat Wave: When actual maximum
temperature > 47°C

Spatial & Temporal Condition

To declare as a heatwave the criteria must be met
at minimum 2 stations in a Meteorological
subdivision for at least 2 consecutive days.




Colour Code

Warning

Suggested Actions

Yellow Alert | Heat Heat wave Moderate temperature. (a) Avoid heat
(Be updated) | Alert conditions at Heat is tolerable for exposure. (b) Wear
isolated pockets general public but lightweight, light-
persists on 2 days moderate health concern | coloured, loose, cotton
for vulnerable people e.g. |clothes. (c) Cover your
infants, elderly, people head: Use a cloth, hat
with chronic diseases or umbrella
Orange Alert | Severe |[(i) Severe heat High temperature. (b) Avoid heat
(Be Heat wave conditions Increased likelihood of exposure— keep cool.
prepared) Alert for |persists for 2 days | heatillness symptoms in | Avoid dehydration.
the day |(ii) Through not people who are either (b) Drink sufficient

severe, but heat
wave persists for 4
days or more

exposed to sun for a
prolonged period or doing
heavy work. High health
concern for vulnerable
people e.g. infants,
elderly, people

with chronic diseases.

water- even if not
thirsty. (c) Use ORS,
homemade drinks like
lassi, torani (rice water),
lemon water, buttermilk,
etc. to keep yourself
hydrated
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Transition to Secure E-Passports




ePassport Features and Advantages

©) Combined paper and
@J About electronic passport




Evolution of Passport Services in India

(' March 2025 )

Launch of Passport Introduction of PSP Issuance of e-
Seva Programme 2.0 passports in major

cities



Word of the day

Precedential:

having precedence (especially because of longer
service)

Synonym: priority

Usage: There has been precedential treatment
for senior members of the firm.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/
precedentialpro

International Phonetic
Alp habet: / pagsadenfal/
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Thank you
guys.




