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When motivation fades,
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GK—-GS + COMPLETE CURRENT AFFAIRS 2025-26 o000 1499
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Suitable for UPSC Prelims, State PCS, SSC (CGL, CHSL, GD)
Banking, Railway, Defence, EPFO, IB, RRB NTPC, CET, RAS, and other similar exams. ..
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1. Complete GK~GS Course (Recorded)

200+ hours of content . S i Course Informaﬁon

2. Complete Current Affairs 2025-26 (Live Batch)
Current affairs from January 2025 to March 2026 ~ Team: Class24
20 high priority topics will be covered >
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What you'll get
« Coverage of all major national and international events from January 2025 to March 2026

» 20 high-priority topics explained in depth so you can handle both factual and analytical questions
Topics to be Covered:
1. Government Schemes (Flagship + New Launches)
2. Budget & Taxation
3. Economic Indicators
4. Reports & Indices (India’s Rank)
5. International Affairs (India + Major Summits)
6. Science & Tech
7. Environment & Ecology
8. Polity & Constitution Updates
9. Awards & Honours
10. Sports
11. Banking & Financial Market
12. Defence
13. Appointments & Resignations
14. Books & Authors
15. Important Days & Themes
16. Government Committees
17. States in News
18. India Rankings & Lists
19. Sports + Govt Sports Schemes
20. Miscellaneous Must-Do

« All video lectures will be delivered in bilingual format (Hindi + English) to ensure clarity and comfort for
every learner.
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Vande Bharat sleeper makes its inaugural run

Shrabana Chatterjee

KOLKATA

On a two-day visit to West
Bengal, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi launched In-
dia’s first overnight sleeper
Vande Bharat train con-
necting Kolkata and Guwa-
hati. The inauguration ce-
remony was held in Malda
on Saturday .

Four new trains from va-
rious parts of West Bengal
to other States were also
virtually launched by the
Prime Minister.

“The first sleeper Vande
Bharat train is now joining
the land of Ma Kali with the
land of Ma Kamakhya,” Mr.
Modi said after flagging off
the new train, adding the
new trains would provide
ease of travel and trade.

The Vande Bharat sleep-
er train will run between
Howrah and Kamakhya
stations six days a week in
both the up and down di-
rections, departing How-

rah at 6.20 p.m., and Ka-
makhya at 6.15 p.m.,
making the journey in
about 14 hours.

The other trains
launched were four Amrit
Bharat Express services:
New Jalpaiguri to Nagercoil
and Tiruchirappalli and
Alipurduar to Sir M. Visves-
varaya Terminal, Bengalu-
ru and Mumbai (Panvel).

The new trains come as
a push towards setting the
agenda for poll-bound
West Bengal.

‘Self-sufficient railways’
“Foreign nationals are now
making videos of our trains
and telling people how our
rail system has been revo-
lutionised. This new Vande
Bharat train is made in In-
dia,” Mr. Modi said in his
address.

Along with being mo-
dernised, the Indian Rail-
ways is becoming self-suffi-
cient, he said, adding there
are 150 Vande Bharat trains

Prime Minister Narendra Modi interacts with students after
inaugurating a Vande Bharat sleeper train in Malda on Saturday. AN

to date in India.

Union Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw was pre-
sent.

Local cuisine from Ben-
gal and Assam would be
available on the sleeper
Vande Bharat train, Mr.
Vaishnaw said.

The Mayfair Spring Val-
ley Resort, Guwahati, has
partnered with the Indian

Railway Catering and Tou-
rism Corporation as the of-
ficial caterer for the sleep-
er train.

Senior Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) leaders, includ-
ing Sukanta Majumdar,
MP; Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Assembly Su-
vendu Adhikari; and the
party’s State president Sa-
mik Bhattacharya, were

present at the event, as was

Governor CJV. Ananda
Bose.
New rail projects

At the same event, the
Prime Minister laid the
foundation stone for va-
rious road and railway pro-
jects estimated at ¥3,250
crore. He launched pro-
jects for a new rail line bet-
ween Balurghat and Hili;
next generation freight
maintenance facilities at
New Jalpaiguri; upgrade of
the Siliguri Loco Shed; and
modernisation of the
Vande Bharat train mainte-
nance facilities in Jalpaigu-
ri district. He also laid the
foundation stone for the
rehabilitation and four-lan-
ing of the Dhupguri-Falaka-
ta section of National High-
way 31D.

Later in the day, the
Prime Minister addressed a
public meeting of BJP
workers and supporters at
a ground in Malda.
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What happened /¥ &

Prime Minister Narendra Modi flagged off India’s first overnight sleeper Vande Bharat train, connecting Kolkata—Guwahati.

TTTHA g AT o FEle $& T F TUSIEs q 78T SHSHle oo 1 g1 391 [T, S SeRIgaee-WaRIERe 1 Siisdl g

Inauguration venue / &&cds® f

The inauguration ceremony was held in Malda (West Bengal).

3eHTes HARIE WRIes (SR [B0a) 3 g3

Route, frequency, timing / T &, 353'3@?, XCD}

The sleeper Vande Bharat will run between Howrah and Kamakhya, 6 days a week (both directions).

FAOR 4 TR ORB-S9RR O & T S s6S (@ et ) et

Departure: Howrah ~6:20 PM; Kamakhya ~6:15 PM; journey time ~14 hours.

TEATeT: Ukbledd ~6:20 PM; SA%EIS 0 ~6:15 PM; ITAT AT AUHY 14 e



o Other launches [ 31=1 &g
o Four Amrit Bharat Express services were also launched:

* TR 3 YRd TaE9H Ja1t Wt @4 gs:
* New Jalpaiguri = Nagercoil

<] AAUTSIEl - ATRBISA

e New Jalpaiguri = Tiruchirappalli

=] STAuTgTel - fasfarmaesit

e Alipurduar = Sir M. Visvesvaraya Terminal (Bengaluru)

ATRER - W TH. faedeadan e (d7es)
e Alipurduar - Mumbai (Panvel)
HAIRER -> HIg (I7de)
« Message & context [ T2 3ik @
 PM linked the service symbolically (“Ma Kali to Ma Kamakhya") and said it would ease travel and

trade; the launches also set the agenda in poll-bound West Bengal.

o UIUH A 33 YdldBTHE FU J (“HT Bt & HT BHREAT") SIS ATAT/ATIR | Jfae &Y a1d Bet; gArat
HIEIA aT@ d1Tel | g4 Tater-gel & &9 A W 3T |

« Railways capability / ¥ed &t &rddr

 PM said the new Vande Bharat is made in India; railways are becoming more self-sufficient; he
mentioned ~150 Vande Bharat trains so far in India.

o UIYH A 3 A3-39-3f3AT a1, IAa BT 31fEp AR FaRIT; 37 db @ 150 e YR ¢! BT Iee e
o



» Food & operations [ W59 T TATd4
» Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw was present; Bengal and Assam cuisine will be available
onboard.
o 3 HAT 31feat dwora Hisg 3@; ¢A B dMA T 3RAH BT R WIS U gn
¢ A Guwahati hotel (Mayfair Spring Valley Resort) partnered with IRCTC as the official caterer for
the sleeper train.
« TAIEEl & U gled (Mayfair Spring Valley Resort) A IttR ¢4 & fag IRCTC & I1f 3NfEw1RS dbefar
qréARfeg &t
» Key attendees [ WH 3ufRrd «lTT
e BJP leaders Sukanta Majumdar, Suvendu Adhikari, Samik Bhattacharya were present;
Governor C.V. Ananda Bose also attended.
e HISTUT AdT Ybid ASHER, Jdg AfEIHGRY, AT W 3ufRd 38; J5auTa At. dt. 3mg & i Hisig 2|
« New projects announced | 95 URIIAT¢
¢ Foundation stones/projects worth 3,250 crore were launched, including: new rail line
Balurghat-Hili, next-gen freight maintenance at New Jalpaiguri, upgrade of Siliguri Loco
Shed, modernisation of Vande Bharat maintenance in Jalpaiguri, and 4-laning/rehabilitation of
Dhupguri—Falakata section of NH-31D.
o 3,250 B3 B! URAISATS BT RIAT=ITA/di §3M: dicrare—{Edl 98 3 @g, | STaurgis! A e
AT e, Heiet fie! A 3ude, TEUESTE A 48 WRa 223 anefFdia3or, 3R NH-31D %
UTSI-BTATBICT [ BT aR-u4/gaid |



Consider the statements: (1) The inaugural overnight sleeper Vande
Bharat connects Kolkata and Guwahati.

(2)It will run all seven days

. Which is/are correct?

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only (c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2
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Trump announces tariffs on eight
European nations over Greenland

The tariffs are set at 10% starting February 1, and will rise to 25% from June; Trump says the tariffs would remain ‘until a
deal is reached for purchase of Greenland’; Germany states it is ‘consulting with European partners on a joint response’

Sriram Lakshman
LONDON

n the latest of a series
l of moves to acquire
Greenland, U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump has
announced tariffs on Euro-
pean and NATO allies, des-
pite having negotiated
trade deals with the U.K.
and the European Union in
2025. The announcement,
which the President made
on Truth Social, applies to
Denmark, Norway, Swe-
den, France, Germany,
The United Kingdom, The
Netherlands, and Finland.
Mr. Trump said the
countries would pay a 10%
tariff on their exports to
the U.S. starting February
1. The rate would go up to

| #

-

Escalating tension: Donald Trump waves as he boards Air Force
One in Joint Base Andrews, Maryland, on Friday. AFp

25% from June 2026.

“This Tariff will be due
and payable until such
time as a Deal is reached
for the Complete and Total
purchase of Greenland,”
Mr. Trump wrote.

Last week, the countries
in question sent a handful
of troops to Greenland at
Denmark’s request, in the
face of escalating threats
from Mr. Trump — an event
Mr. Trump alluded to in his

post. Greenland, a miner-
al-rich Arctic island, is a
self-governing territory of
Denmark, which is a mem-
ber of the NATO alliance.

He said the countries
“have journeyed to Green-
land, for purposes un-
known” and that it was “a
very dangerous situation
for the Safety, Security,
and Survival of our Planet
[sic]”. The countries’ ac-
tions had increased the
risk to a unsustainable and
untenable level, Mr.
Trump claimed, saying glo-
bal peace and security
were at stake.

Germany had noted Mr.
Trump’s statement and
was in close consultation
with its European partn-
ers, a German government

spokesperson told The Hin-
du via email. The countries
would together decide on
their response, the spokes-
person said.

In his post, Mr. Trump
alleged that Russia and Chi-
na wanted the Arctic island
and that there was nothing
Denmark could do to de-
fend it.

Russia and China are
not considered threats to
Greenland as of now, Major
General Seren Andersen,
commander of Denmark’s
Joint Arctic Command said
in an interview published
on Saturday. On Thursday,
a spokesperson for the
Russian government re-
jected the notion the Beij-
ing and Moscow had plans
to occupy Greenland.
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EU THE BIGGEST SOURCE OF US IMPORTS

M US imports value ($ bn) European Union
® Share of total US imports (%)

Mexico
Canada
China
Switzerland
Vietnam
Taiwan
Japan

South Korea

India

Source: US Census Bureau/Bloomberg; Note: Figures are sum of Jan-May in 2025



What happened [ =T g31T
» U.S. President Donald Trump announced tariffs on eight European countries linking it to a

demand for a deal to purchase Greenland.
o 3MRET & ISgUld STeS U A 316 TR Soif W R BifSd fhy 3k 3 Wiets RigA & argia
e
Tariff rates & timeline / 2% ¥ 3k awa
o Tariffs set at 10% from February 1, planned to rise to 25% from June (as stated in the report);
Trump said they would remain until a Greenland purchase deal is reached.
o fRUE & AR 1BaA A 10%, 3R A & 25%; ¢U A Bel fos Waets Tig AHsildr g1 db SRE IRt
eEul
Countries covered [ f&sq g2 IR
* The announcement applies to Denmark, Norway, Sweden, France, Germany, the United
Kingdom, the Netherlands, and Finland.
o g TNUN 39HTG, ATd, Wis, wid, ST, gArges fhen, diasd 3ik fhads R ey adrg TS|
Platform & context [ ATeTH 31k T
 Trump made the announcement on Truth Social; the report notes this comes despite earlier
negotiated trade deals with the U.K. and the EU (2025).
e U A I VT Truth Social R &Y; RUE & 3TAR I8 g 31R 97 (2025) & 1 ¢8-Sl g &

CIGE )]



Greenland status | Tiqds &t fR&fd
e Greenland is a mineral-rich Arctic island and a self-governing territory of Denmark; Denmark
is a NATO member.
o MActs TfFs1-Twg b ed giu & 3R SaTdh &1 Wt &4 §; SAHTh NATO &1 J6XT 8|
Escalation & troop move | d4m@ 3R dfFa damdt
e The report mentions European countries sent a handful of troops to Greenland at Denmark's
request amid escalating threats.
o RUKE & AR, 95 a1 & T 3THTH F IR R FB 32N A Hifdd @ 7 e diads 13
Trump's claims [ $9 & gd
e Trump alleged Russia and China wanted Greenland and suggested Denmark could not defend it;
he also framed it as a broader security issue.
o U A grar fiban fis w4 3k =i Wiets Tgd & 3k 39HTh 3udht 28 At &R TehdT; 34 I ATUD JRa
He, o1 dg 9 far|
Counter-view [ Ufddrg
e Denmark’s Joint Arctic Command chief (Maj Gen Sgren Andersen) was cited saying Russia and
China are not considered threats to Greenland as of now; Russia rejected claims about plans to
occupy Greenland.
o SAHIG & Flee NBEd BHIS THA (AR TR TR UsT) & IR fhred d/H & fiads &
foTQ FaRT A&l AT SATdT; $9 A Beal dTait d1dl bl J1RaT fasa
Europe's response [ I3 &t ufafdsar
» Germany said it was consulting European partners and a joint response would be decided

collectively.

o STHAT A BT ag TR TR & W 3R 8T € 3R Sgad ufdfisar angfed w9 J ag gt



Topic

Tariff basics

Ad valorem vs specific tariff

Trade war impact

Greenland polity

Why Greenland matters

NATO link

Arctic geopolitics

Negotiation lever

Extra facts (English)

A tariff is a tax on imports; it can raise domestic
prices, protect local industry, and trigger
retaliation.

Ad valorem is a % of value (e.g., 10%); specific
is per unit (e.g., $X per ton).

Tariffs can shift supply chains, reduce trade
volumes, and raise inflationary pressures.

Greenland is an autonomous territory within
the Kingdom of Denmark; foreign
affairs/defence are largely Denmark’s domain.

Strategic Arctic location + potential
minerals/rare earths + shipping routes as ice
melts.

Denmark is a NATO member; Greenland’s
strategic value ties into North Atlantic security
dynamics.

Arctic is contested for resources, bases, and
sea lanes; diplomacy often involves Arctic
Council states (forum role).

Tariffs are often used as bargaining leverage in
trade/strategic negotiations.

yiafaa qer (Hind)

eR® 3T W T §; 38° ol AT 96
T &, 3EAET TXETT BT ¥, AR wfdeied
HIATS gl Thall g

Ad valorem He&l &1 %; specific i eprg T
SRl

cR® F Acais-ud fAve, saaR ge, 3R
FAEIS GaTd d¢ HehT ol

MNTels sad7 & Fersd & MR @ a7,
faeer/IeTr & 31Tehier 9ey 39d S & 3Hdeidl|

3Tehfesd WHIfae RBafd + @FsAar 3 +
g% g @ AT AT Fe

SoTHATh NATO HEXT g; dedcls AT 3rcaiicsd
It # (0 Hged 1@ &

ITehieeh H TATUA, 98, THAT AN S ol
Sfceqel; gHeeliiad # i Hr3fler ol &
$THPT (PRA)|
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cR® &I $3 IR FIAAd/FICTST & gara-
3YPUT T NG STAAT [hAT ST B



Question (memory-based PYQ-

Exam Paper/Year (approx.) pattern) Answer
UPSC (Pre) Recent “Tariff” refers to: A tax imposed on imports
Which body is primarily associated
UPSC/PSC Recent with global trade rules and dispute | WTO
settlement?
SSC (GK/Eco) Recent Ad valorem duty means: Duty as a percentage of value
Banking (Eco) Recent Arise in import tariffs generally Re.duce |mpc?rts ar.1d raise domestic
tends to: prices (ceteris paribus)
Railway/SSC Recent “Trade deficit” occurs when: Imports exceed exports
UPSC/Defence/IR Recent NATO is primarily a: Collective defence alliance
G I i iat ith which
State PSC (Geo/IR) Recent rergiz?\:nd Is associated with whic Arctic / North Atlantic
. e _ N N .
Defence (IR/Security) Recent Strategm competition in the Arctic is RESSJL.JFC.GS sea lanes + security
driven by: positioning
UPSC/PSC Recent Betaliatory tariffs are usually Trading partners'in re'sponse to
imposed by: another country’s tariffs
Banking/SSC Recent A tariff imposed “per unit” is called: | Specific tariff




Consider the statements:
(1) Greenland is described as a self-governing territory of Denmark.
(2) Denmark is a member of NATO. Which is/are correct?

a) 1 only (b) 2 only (c) Both (d) Neither
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8 Opposition leaders booked as row over Manikarnika Ghat intensifies
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8 Opposition leaders booked as row over Manikarnika Ghat intensifies

Mayank Kumar

LUCKNOW

A war of words erupted on
Sunday between the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) and Opposition par-
ties after multiple first in-
formation reports (FIRs)
were lodged in Varanasi
against those allegedly
spreading Al-generated im-
ages and misleading infor-
mation on social media re-
garding redevelopment
work at the Manikarnika
Ghat. While Opposition
parties expressed outrage
over the registered cases,
calling them dictatorial,
the BJP hit back, alleging a
calculated attempt to cir-
culate false claims amid
the government’s rejuve-
nation push.

The eight booked indivi-
duals include Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) Rajya Sabha
MP Sanjay Singh, Lok Sab-
ha MP Rajesh Ranjan, alias

Pappu Yadav, and Con-
gress leader Jaswinder
Kaur. The FIRs have been
lodged under Section 196
(promoting enmity,
hatred, or disharmony bet-
ween different groups
through speech, writing,
signs, or electronic means)
and Section 298 of the Bha-
ratiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS),
2023.

Reacting to the FIR
against him, Mr. Singh al-
leged that the redevelop-
ment work had caused des-
truction at Manikarnika
Ghat. Temples were dam-
aged and a statue of Ahilya-
bai Holkar was defaced,
drawing protests from sad-
hus and others, he alleged.

Uttar Pradesh Chief Mi-
nister Yogi Adityanath on
Saturday accused the Con-
gress of spreading “false
propaganda” to defame
Kashi. He was responding
to allegations regarding the
demolition of statues and

Varanasi. ANI VIDEC GRAB

temples at the ghat and vi-
ral videos related to it.
“Separate cases have
been registered in Varanasi
on the petition of Munici-
pal Corporation officials
against those allegedly
spreading Al-generated im-
ages and misleading infor-
mation on social media re-
garding the redevelopment

work at the Manikarnika
Ghat. Based on the com-
plaints received, the police
have filed cases against va-
rious X handles and indivi-
duals. We are keeping a
track on social media and
using digital footprints to
crack down on those
spreading rumours,” Atul
Anjan Tripathi, Assistant

Commissioner of Police,
Dashaswamedh, Varanasi,
said. The booked indivi-
duals include leaders of
political parties, including
the Congress and AAP.

‘Dictatorial attitude’

Uttar Pradesh Congress
president Ajay Rai said that
if the videos were Al-gener-
ated, concrete evidence
should be made public,
and described the cases as
reflective of a dictatorial at-
titude. “I ask the Chief Mi-
nister directly: If the video
of the statue is Al-generat-
ed, concrete evidence of
this should be made pu-
blic. It should also be clari-
fied where the statue went
and where it is currently
located. The government is
trying to conceal the truth
by claiming it was an Al vi-
deo. This contradiction
raises questions about the
government’s own inten-
tions. Yesterday, the Chief

Minister visited Varanasi
and was scheduled to visit
Manikarnika Ghat, but it
was suddenly cancelled.
The question is, why was
this visit cancelled? Was it
to prevent the truth from
coming out? Congress
makes it clear that any
tampering with the faith,
culture and heritage of
Kashi will not be tolerated.
The voice of truth cannot
be suppressed,” Mr. Rai
said.

The BJP alleged that the
Opposition’s attempt to
spread falsehoods and pro-
voke outrage reflected pol-
itical desperation rather
than concern for culture.

“At a time when the go-
vernment is undertaking
transparent and sensitive
rejuvenation of Kashi’s her-
itage, the Opposition’s at-
tempt to spread falsehoods
and provoke outrage re-
flects not concern for cul-
ture, but political despera-

tion and a calculated effort
to derail development
through misinformation,”
Pushkar Mishra, a senior
BJP functionary, said.

A local Congress leader
in Varanasi, Manish Kumar
Upadhyay, alleged that for
the past several years, the
manner in which Kashi’s
historicity, ancient tradi-
tions, cultural and reli-
gious identity, and civilisa-
tion were being affected in
the name of development
by the local administration
at the behest of the govern-
ment was a matter of grave
concern and a subject of
self-reflection for residents
of the city.

Manikarnika Ghat is
among the holiest crema-
tion grounds in Hinduism,
believed to grant moksha
or liberation from the cycle
of birth and death, and
holds deep cultural signifi-
cance for devotees across
the country.



What happened [ R=ITg31T
* FIRs were lodged in Varanasi against people accused of spreading Al-generated images and
misleading social-media claims about the redevelopment work at Manikarnika Ghat.
o ARIOTH H HiOTEHT0TRT HTe & YAIHBR Bl M Al-312es aiR 3R Jiera Hifsar iR uma g e &
3R | FIR 51 g5
Political row / I=THIfde® faarg
e Opposition called the cases dictatorial, while BJP alleged a calculated misinformation

campaign to derail the government'’s Kashi rejuvenation/development push.

o faugr & AT B aTATRME AT FarT; YIsTaT A 33 fasr/aw1Ril gAsTRoT 6l uedt & 3arA & fae t-

IHE UTHS HfEH BETl
Who was booked (as per names visible) / fiod R &3 (519 9 &1 Iovi fE@dr 8)

* Names mentioned include AAP Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay Singh, Lok Sabha MP Rajesh Ranjan
(Pappu Yadav) and Congress leader Jaswinder Kaur (the report says eight Opposition leaders
booked).

o 3 AT &1 30 feaT 8: AAP ISTIMT Tidg W51d g, AlbauT Jibg A0 S (I A1), By
AdT STAfAGR BR (RUE & 3R T 8 faueft Aarsh R &)

Legal provisions mentioned | BT &RTT

* FIRs were lodged under Section 196 (promoting enmity/hate/disharmony through
speech/writing/signs/electronic means) and Section 298 of Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS),
2023.

« FIR A 8RT196 (MTUI/aE-/ddbd/sadg b AIETH I dHARI/GUT/3RTHSIRT) 31k BNS 2023 &t &RT
298 &1 Ieeid 2



Claims and counter-claims / 3RI-Y&IRT
* An Opposition leader alleged redevelopment caused destruction at the ghat, temples were
damaged, and a statue of Ahilyabai Holkar was defaced, triggering protests by sadhus and
others.
o fdugr &t 3R A gram: YAfTHRI I Te R JoHA, HiG &1 &ifd, ifgcamarg glad o ufanr & 1y
BEBI8/ATHH—ISTH A3 3N1fg b1 farer gam|
Police action / Gfeid &1 &RaTg
¢ Police said multiple cases were registered based on complaints/petitions and they were tracking
social media and using digital footprints to act against rumor-mongering.
o AT & IR fABTId R B 531 §Q 3R fBfsied pefiica & s1RT Irerd #ifSan & &b 3rwarg ham
1o UR BRATs &l
Visit cancellation angle | SRT13E 84 &1 HeT
e The report mentions a planned visit to Manikarnika Ghat that was suddenly cancelled, which the

Opposition linked to “truth being suppressed”; BJP rejected this and called it misinformation.

« 3O A HiOTEHIOTdRT TTe BT Th YATAd SRT 3T € 81 &l d1d &; fauesr A 33 I gam” @ SeT, Wrstar
3 33 Yy Rfca garm

Why Manikarnika matters | Af0Te0TehT &1 HE

* Manikarnika Ghat is among the holiest cremation grounds in Hinduism, believed to grant
moksha and holds deep cultural significance.

« AfUe(UTepT are fEg e & Fad ufda eH2 arel A |1 3111 &; Hiar A i1 571a1 & 3k Aipfas gfe A
Heid Agaquf 2|



Aspect

What is Manikarnika Ghat?

Historical background

What was removed / happened
recently?

Why the work is happening

Details

One of the oldest and holiest cremation ghats on the banks of the Ganges in
Varanasi (Kashi). Hindus believe cremation here helps the soul attain moksha. It’s
mentioned in ancient texts and inscriptions. (Wikipedia)

The ghat existed since ancient times; local tradition records renovation and
support by Queen Ahilyabai Holkar in 1771 and later 1791. Around that structure
were platforms (madhi) and four statues of Ahilyabai. (India Today Hindi)

During ongoing redevelopment work, an old madhi (raised platform) with
associated statues — including those linked to Ahilyabai Holkar — were taken
down. This triggered claims of heritage damage. (The Times of India)

The redevelopment project aims to modernize the ghat for better sanitation, space
management, structured wood storage, walkways, waiting areas, and drainage —
similar in approach to the Kashi Vishwanath Corridor projects. (NDTV India)



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manikarnika_Ghat?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.indiatodayhindi.com/state/story/why-is-varanasis-ancient-manikarnika-ghat-embroiled-in-controversy-1332827-2026-01-18?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/varanasi/was-there-negligence-in-demolition-of-manikarnika-platform-vmc-to-probe/articleshow/126660496.cms?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://ndtv.in/uttar-pradesh-news/some-people-are-spreading-confusion-on-social-media-says-cm-yogi-on-manikarnika-ghat-controversy-10769652?utm_source=chatgpt.com

Controversy /
claims

Government /
official response

Opposition parties and local groups alleged that heritage
elements and idols were destroyed without notice, hurting
cultural and religious sentiments. They linked the removal with
political motives and accused the government of destroying
historical identity. (Hindustan Times)

Officials, including CM Yogi Adityanath and the district
administration, said: No temple or idol was destroyed; artifacts
found or removed are being preserved by the
culture/archaeology department and will be reinstalled after
renovation. Claims of demolition are being spread via misleading
or Al-generated content. (NDTV India)



https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/row-erupts-over-ahilyabai-holkar-statue-in-varanasi-as-mayawati-congress-target-govt-101768716779035-amp.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://ndtv.in/uttar-pradesh-news/some-people-are-spreading-confusion-on-social-media-says-cm-yogi-on-manikarnika-ghat-controversy-10769652?utm_source=chatgpt.com

Rani Ahilyabai Holkar

= Birth & Background: Ahilyabai was born on 315t May 1725 in Chondi, Ahmednagar (Maharashtra),
her father, Mankoji Rao Shinde, was the village head.

= Marriage & Early Life: She was married to Khanderao Holkar in 1733, the son of Malhar Rao Holkar, the
ruler of Malwa and the founder of the Holkar dynasty.

o Ahilyabai was widowed in 1745 after Khanderao died in the siege of Kumher Fort.
o Malhar Rao Holkar prevented Ahilyabai from committing sati and trained her in military and

administrative matters.

= Ascension to Power: After the death of Malhar Rao Holkar in 1766 and her son Male Rao Holkar in 1767,
Ahilyabai Holkar took charge of Malwa and became the ruler of Indore in 1767.

o She appointed Tukoji Rao Holkar as army commander and made Maheshwar in Madhya Pradesh the
Holkar dynasty’s capital.



= Contributions: Ahilyabai Holkar rebuilt the Kashi Vishwanath and Somnath temples in the 18th century,
restoring key Jyotirlingas of Lord Shiva, and patronised scholars such as Khushali Ram, Marathi poet
Moropant, and Shahir Anantaphandi.

o She holds deep cultural importance in Varanasi and is revered by the Pal (Gadariya) community as an
ancestral figure, with her birth anniversary actively celebrated.

o She also promoted women's education, widow remarriage, and opposed practices like sati, while
uplifting the Bhil and Gond tribes and lower castes.

o She made Maheshwar and Indore major trade hubs, promoting the Maheshwari weaving industry
and making Maheshwari sarees renowned across India, now registered with a Geographical Indication
(Gl) tag.









Varanasi, UP
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India invited to join Gaza peace board

New Delhi has not yet responded to the invitation, officials say; the Board of Peace, to be headed by Trump and to include ‘other members and

heads of state, is expected to oversee funding for the ‘redevelopment of Gaza' until the Palestinian Authority completes a ‘reform programme’

Kallol Bhattacherjee

NEW DELHI

nited States Presi-
U dent Donald
Trump has invited

India to be a part of the
Board of Peace for Gaza,
sources in New Delhi said
on Sunday.

U.S. Ambassador Sergio
Gor also shared a letter on
social media from Mr.
Trump to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi inviting
India.

The Board of Peace for
Gaza comprises a group of
countries that are being in-
vited by the U.S. to provide
a governance structure for
the Gaza Strip, as Hamas is
being pressured to give up
its governance role in the
territory as part of Mr.
Trump’s peace plan.

Officials unwilling to be
named said that India has
the “invite in hand”,

though New Delhi has not
responded as yet. This
comes three days after Mr.
Trump announced on so-
cial media that the Board
of Peace had been formed
and that its members
would be announced
“shortly”.

The Trump peace plan
for Gaza was first floated
on September 29, 2025,
when the U.S. President
hosted Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu at
the White House. Follow-
ing the announcement,
Hamas agreed to return all
48 remaining hostages
who were being held in Ga-
za in exchange for Palesti-
nian prisoners in Israeli
jails and Gaza detainees.

As per the plan, Gaza
will be administered by the
“temporary transitional
governance of a techno-
cratic apolitical Palestinian
committee”, which will

U.S. President Donald Trump with Prime Minister Narendra Modi in
the Oval Office of the White House on February 13, 2025. AFp

consist of Palestinian and
international experts. This
transitional outfit will be
supervised by the Board of
Peace, to be headed by Mr.
Trump and include “other
members and heads of
state”, as well as the United
Kingdom's former Prime
Minister Tony Blair.

The Board of Peace is
expected to handle fund-

ing for the “redevelopment
of Gaza” till the Palestinian
Authority has completed a
“reform programme”.

The U.S. is expected to
work with international
partners to develop a
“temporary” International
Stabilisation Force (ISF) to
be deployed in Gaza soon.
The U.S. has been in talks
with multiple countries

UAE President arrives today

The Hindu Bureau leaders to chart new
NEW DELHI frontiers for the India-UAE
Comprehensive Strategic
India will host UAE Partnership. It will also
President Sheikh enable exchange of views
Mohamed bin Zayed Al on regional and global
Nahyan, on Monday. issues of mutual interest,
The UAE President will where India and the UAE
hold talks with Prime share a high degree of
Minister Narendra Modi. convergence,” the
“The visit will provide an External Affairs Ministry
opportunity for the two said.
across the world for troops “We welcome the agree-
to participate in the ISF. ment on the first phase of
Officials here have main-  President Trump’s peace
tained that India would not  plan. This is also a reflec-

be part of the ISF as it is not
a peacekeeping force un-
der the aegis of the United
Nations.

On October 9, 2025, ho-
wever, Mr. Modi had wel-
comed the Trump peace
plan in a post on X.

tion of the strong leader-
ship of PM Netanyahu,” he
said.

Jordan, Greece, Cyprus,
and Pakistan also said on
Sunday they had received
invitations.

(With PTI inputs)



Core news [ H& TR
» U.S. President Donald Trump has invited India to join a “Board of Peace for Gaza", sources in
New Delhi said; India has not yet responded.
« 3MAR®! IgUfd SHTEE g0 A YRd &Y "I 918 316 W” 7 onfide g1 o1 fau=vr fam yra 3 3ndt stare
&l feam
How invitation was conveyed | fAH=0T &3 ugan
* U.S. Ambassador Sergio Gor shared a letter from Trump to PM Narendra Modi on social media
inviting India.
o 3MREHT AT AT R 3 Jerd Hif$ar R §u o1 uted Hidt @Y o= Arei foar 5 WRd @ siHfAd
o |
Purpose of the Board [ 15 &1 382a
e The Board would be a group of countries invited by the U.S. to help provide a governance
structure for Gaza, as Hamas is pressured to give up its governance role.
o Jg 91 37 3o &1 IHE & 52 3MRBT 3MHfAd &R 38T & atfds Mt & foig Ta-a IaeR 9911 31 s,
AT WR ATHA-YfHHT BIgA 6T gd1d a1 T 8|
Leadership & composition [ A 3k "=
* The Board is expected to be headed by Trump and include other members and heads of state;
UK's former PM Tony Blair is also mentioned as part of it.
o Y % guhl srezerar A 21 3R 3T USRS 3T We it 81 Bl a1 &; I & g vtew St R
&1 H 3o 2|



« Funding & timeline / %f3T 37 3rafe
e The Board is expected to oversee funding for “redevelopment of Gaza" until the Palestinian
Authority completes a “reform programme.”
o 9IS A SN & "YAfTBTR" B BIST B AR 6 3G 8, 3Td ad fhfewdlt wiferasor (PA) “ReTH
WIH" R T B o
« Peace plan context [ 2rifd 51T &1 g

e The plan was first floated on September 29, 2025, when Trump hosted Israeli PM Benjamin
Netanyahu at the White House.

o ST 29 fAdrR 2025 B ATHA 3TE TATS TS &, T4 ¢U A SRS UIgH AT Ad-=aTg 6! gge g3a A
RSGTH! Bl

» The report says Hamas agreed to return 48 remaining hostages in exchange for Palestinian
prisoners in Israeli jails and Gaza detainees after the announcement.

o fROYE P AR EUN & 91E 48 A dereh) Y At IR TgATT BT o0 8, IGa H gIRIge! el A
fosfordit-t dodt 3ik e fEeis

» Proposed governance inside Gaza | 31T & HiaR UdTfad M3+

» Gaza would be administered by a temporary transitional governance of a technocratic,
apolitical Palestinian committee, comprising Palestinian and international experts, supervised
by the Board.

o TS A 3RRAT Gif1eMAe Tadd—Tdb Salhied, 3Ulfaledhd fbiadidl afifd (fhfawdtAt + daRTg T
fadhysr) &) ara g, St ARt €1 @

- —



 ISF (Stabilisation Force) angle /[ ISF (Re{&301 d¢)
e The U.S. is expected to work with partners to develop a temporary “International Stabilisation
Force (ISF)" to be deployed in Gaza; talks with multiple countries for troops are mentioned.
o 3MR®GT IRATT "SI RfAATSAAA B (ISF)” g1 B! d1d BT 7; s ol & AfFH ANTgH 8
gradid &1 3cd gl
o Officials said India would not be part of the ISF because it is not a UN peacekeeping force.
o fEHEIRAY & garfds YR ISF &1 f&ar 7t € =iifds Tg UN peacekeeping force &l 21
« Other invitees mentioned [ 31=1 3MHfAd q2r

» Jordan, Greece, Cyprus, and Pakistan are also said to have received invitations.

o SIE4, W, A1eVd, NfehdE o) M fAHzvT fAda &1 3o 2|



Consider the statements:

(1) India was invited to join a “Board of
Peace for Gaza”.

(2) New Delhi has not yet responded to
the invitation. Which is/are correct?

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only (c) Both (d) Neither




* With reference to the news “India invited to join Gaza peace board”, consider the following
statements:

 The proposed “Board of Peace” is stated to be headed by Donald Trump and is expected to
oversee funding for the “redevelopment of Gaza” until the Palestinian Authority completes a
“reform programme”.

* The report states that New Delhi has not yet responded to the invitation to join the Board.

* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2



e Whatis the
deal all about?

APPLE AND GOOGLE have
announced a multiyear Artificial
Intelligence (Al) partnership that wiil
see Google's Gemini technology
power the iPhone maker's digital
assistant Siri, which comes installed
in every iPhone, "Apple and Google
have entered into a multi-year
collaboration underwhich the next
generation of Apple Foundation
Models will be based on Google's
Gemini models and cloud technology.
These models will help power future
Apple Intelligence features, including
amore personalised Siri coming this
year,"the joint statement sald.Apple
Intelligence will continue to run on
Apple devices and Private Cloud
Compute,while maintaining Apple’s
privacy standards,

While it is not exactly clear how the
exchange of technology will work, the
partnership is good news foriPhone
users who want Al features similarto
what Google, Samsung and other
smartphone manufacturers are
bringing to theirhandsets. The deal
has been in the making forsome time
nowwith Apple talking with Google
to use Gemini foundation models to
power the long-delayed new version
of its voice assistant Siri coming later
thisyear.

dA_Jd L .L-t./ ANA L L LN L

GEMINI Al
FOR SIRI

How the Apple-Google pact
changes the Al equation

Apple has finally chosen Google’s Gemini Al to powera more
personalised version of its digital assistant, Siri. The non-
exclusive deal not only marks a major vote of confidence for
Google but also says a lot about the complex relationship
between the two tech giants, writes Banasree Purkayastha

e HowApplewill benefit

THE BENEFITS FOR Apple are quite
obvious. A more capable Siri, as well as
other Al features, will now reside in
iPhones while guaranteeing user
privacy,a core Apple promise. |P
Morgan analysts have said that the
multi-year partnership agreement

-
-

reached with Google will help Apple
accelerate its Al development, It will
help Apple launch a series of upgraded
Al features in 2026, including a more
capable Siri. In addition, it will ensure
that the iPhone maker can focus on user
experience - its main USP.

@00 0

However, it does suggest that Apple,
once known for its vertical integration
blueprint, is still struggling to build its
own large language model (LLM).In a
way, it has conceded that it has fallen
behind in the Al race and needs help to
remain relevant.

IPHONE USERS WHO.

GOOGLE, SAMSUNG

SMARTPHONE

~$1 billion J

PER-YEAR PAYMENT
LIKELY BY APPLE
TO GOOGLE

epaper financialexprass.comgy o 0

e What it says
about Gemini

THE DEALVALIDATES that Google has
outpaced otherAl contenders,
especially first off the block OpenAl In
recent months, the search engine giant
has allayed investors'doubts about its
Al strategy with its Gemini 3 model
and the Nano Banana image gencrator
and editor. Bank of America analysts
have said that the deal reinforces
Gemini's position as the leading LLM
for mobile devices. Soon after the
partnership announcement, Google's
parent Alphabet reached a $4 trillion
valuation for the first time, surpassing
Apple to become the second-most
valuable company in the world. The
win is similar towhat Google got with
its Search in that Gemini becomes, in
the mind of the consumer,ade facto
optionas an Al model, Morningstar
analyst William Kerwin told The Verge,
“This will give them a ton more users
from the iPhone user base and also
really cement that brand image asa go-
to Al model that supports all these
features,”he said.

e What the deal
means for OpenAl

APPLE HAD SIGNED a similar pact with
ChatGPT-maker OpenAlin June 2024,
which made the popularchatbot
available as part of its suite of
generative Al tools, Apple Intelligence.
Since the partnership with Google is
not exclusive, Apple is likely to
continue to rely on OpenAl's models
for some of its Appie Intelligence
features, However, it does signal that
OpenAl's ChatGPT need not be the top
choice when it comes to LLMs for
mobile devices,. While Gemini already
riding on Android phones,and iPhones
now set to host Gemini-powered Siri,
OpenAl may not find it easy to grow its
user base, though it still has the highest
number of users, OpenAl has been
working on developing a new kind of
Al device slotted for launchasearlyas
this year. That device was supposed to
rival the phone as the primary way
consumers interface with Al assistants.
That hope may weaken with OpenAl
unlikely to have much insight into
Apple's Al capabilities after this deal.

——————————————— — —— ——— ————}
o Does it raise antitrust concerns?

THE PARTNERSHIPIS in line with their
previous pacts.While neither Apple nor
Google confirmed the price tag, the non-
exclusive deal is expected tobe worth
around $1 billion annually. More
importantly, for Google, it opens the door
tothe approximately 1.5 billion iPhone
users worldwide. According to Fortune, it
may even lead to Google getting ashare
of any revenue iPhone users generate for
Apple through product discoveryand
purchases made through a Gemini-
powered Sird.

New Delhi L=y

Whether this deal will attract the
scrutiny of antitrust regulators is
anybody’s guess, but the partnership
comesatatime when Google has been
battling multiple anti-trust lawsuits.
The two tech giants have had along-time
deal that involved Apple products
featuring Google as the default search
engine on its devices and between 2021
and 2022, Google had paid more than
$26billion to firms including Apple to
makeits search engine the default
option oniPhones,

o ©



Company

Google (Alphabet)

Microsoft

OpenAl

Meta (Facebook)

Amazon

Apple

Huawel / Chinese tech

Baidu / China Al

Known Al investment
(approx.)
~$100B+ (past 5 yrs

across Al R&D &
acquisitions)

~$50B+ (OpenAl
partnership + internal Al)

~$30B+ (cumulative from
investors, commercial
revenue)

~$40B+ (Al research &
infrastructure)

~$35B+ (Al + AWS
investments)

~$10-20B+ (Al +
acquisition + partnerships)

~$30B+ (Al platforms +
chips)

~$20-25B+

Key focus area

Gemini/LLMs, Cloud Al,
Search Al

Azure Al, OpenAl support,
Copilot

GPT models, AGI research

LLaMA models, Al
middleware

AWS AI/ML services, Alexa

Al integration (Siri
improvements)

Al hardware & software

ERNIE/Al ecosystem

Race Status (Present)

@ Leading in models &
ecosystem

£ Top contender

&, Leadership in
research/models

s Strong research engine
@ Cloud + services leader
(] Growing (not #1 yet)

Regional strength

Strong China presence

Notes

Strong Al integrations
across Search, Android,
Cloud

Big enterprise Al push;
largest cloud provider tie-
ins

Leading LLM tech
(ChatGPT series)

Focus on open models &
Al for apps

Massive cloud Al
offerings

Recently partnered with
Google Gemini

Data availability &
domestic market

Government support



Category

Al Models & Research

Compute & Cloud Al Services

Mobile Al Integration

Enterprise Al Adoption

Global Market Reach

Emerging China Al power

Current Leader(s)
us OpenAl, Google

us Google Cloud, Microsoft
Azure, AWS

us Google (Gemini) + 1N Apple
(Gemini partnership)

us Microsoft & AWS

Google / AWS / Microsoft

Baidu / Huawel

Why they lead

Best LLMs with real-world
deployment

Huge investment in Al
Infrastructure

Optimising Al at device & OS
level

Business Al tools boosting
productivity

Strong global enterprise
penetration

Large data pools + government
push



« Deal overview | el BT IR

Apple and Google announced a multi-year Al partnership where Google’s Gemini technology
will help power a more personalised Siri on iPhones.

Apple 3R Google &} Heel-EAR Al UTé=RfT ® iPhone TR Siri @) 3ifefs UdaaTsss 9911 & A
Google Gemini ¢& &1 3UANT TdRIT T

« What changes for Apple / Apple & faQ &=IT agaT

Next generation Apple Foundation Models are stated to be based on Gemini models + cloud

technology; these will power future Apple Intelligence features.
3nTet Uiét & Apple Foundation Models @ Gemini models + cloud UR 3TEMRd FdTAT T=T; AT 31 &

Apple Intelligence BaRf &Y JUIE B

Apple Intelligence will continue to run on Apple devices and via Private Cloud Compute, while

maintaining Apple's privacy standards.

Apple Intelligence f&argd wR 3k Private Cloud Compute TR T@M—yTgddt TSEH §ATT I BT
qQrdrl

e Why now / 3nit &=iY

The article suggests Apple wants to accelerate Al development, especially for a more capable
Siri and upgraded Al features.

A & ATIAR Apple 3107 Al SAAUHE BT AT BIAT TTgdl e—JRIAR TR gaR Siri 3R a9 Al Bref &
fegi

It also hints Apple has been behind in the Al race and needs outside help for large language

models (LLMSs).
Tdbd fAerdr & f Apple Al 3T B e 381 € 31k LLMs & faT 9183t Heg o &1 2|



What it says about Gemini / Gemini & dR ? &=IT Hdbd
 The deal is framed as a big validation for Google's Gemini ecosystem—especially for mobile
devices.
« gld B Google Gemini & fT 8T AfA22F IART TRIT—ARIAR UR HIGISd ShIfaeH A
Money angle [ qTdTq
e The report indicates the non-exclusive deal could be worth ~$1 billion per year paid by Apple to
Google.
« RUIE & Harfd® a8 A-Taiaoifad sta @I $1B/a¥ & T & U & bt gl
What it means for OpenAl /| OpenAl IR 313R
* Apple already had a pact with OpenAl (ChatGPT integration in Apple Intelligence). With Google
now in the picture, OpenAl may not be the default/top choice for mobile LLMs in Apple's stack.
« Apple BT OpenAl & TT Ugat & IHSAT (Apple Intelligence A ChatGPT) &T; 31d Google & 313 3
OpenAl &1 “fEhiee/ela” Ad BHIR TS Jdbdl 2
Antitrust concerns | el-g fadr
e The partnership may attract regulator scrutiny, given Big Tech'’s history of default arrangements

and ongoing antitrust focus.

« Big Tech & fwice-afeT A A Aisd 3R I It 37idl & BROT Tel-ge scrutiny 9 Jdbdl 2l



Topic

On-device vs cloud Al

Private Cloud Compute (concept)

Non-exclusive partnership

LLM integration in assistants

Antitrust trigger points

Strategic implication

Extra facts (English)

On-device Al improves
privacy/latency; cloud Al enables
larger models but raises data-
handling concerns.

Hybrid approach: sensitive tasks on-
device; heavier tasks in controlled
cloud environment with privacy
claims.

Non-exclusive deals allow multiple
model providers and reduce lock-in
risk.

Digital assistants need: speech-to-
text, intent detection, tool-use,
retrieval, and safety filters.

Issues: market dominance, bundling,
default-setting, exclusionary
contracts, consumer choice.

Winning “default Al assistant layer”
can shape app discovery, services
revenue, and ecosystem stickiness.

faReEFd azg (Hindi)
HiA-3arsd Al g grsadl/eddr 98y,

Fo3s Al G ’d-lkllSoi JeTH AT W
Sel-gsfoldT RIar Sedrl

grsfas 3 ddcgeaeler FreT f3arsa
W, AN F1H IR T Fa3s A
(ITSaET FIH & 1Y) |

AloT-TFHF T el A Eh‘é Hisel
JIaTSE HH, drd-gd REF F

HaEe A: TRI-g-eaEe, $ee, To-
IoT, RfYae, JFI-Rheet Fed|

Hee: FeR 98cd, a?s'fa?T fewiee

, '\’Gl'{'lcl'(ﬂo'lcrl'{l chlo-dcl'd Ch\)'th'{
qisq|
“Bhieec Al ol Siider & U9-f3EahadT,

afdd W&y, gnfaeecAa Repiness
gHTfad|




 Consider the statements

* : (1) The next generation of Apple Foundation Models is stated to be based on
Google’s Gemini models and cloud tech.

* (2) Apple Intelligence is stated to continue running on Apple devices and Private
Cloud Compute.

* Which is/are correct?
* a) 1 only (b) 2 only (c) Both (d) Neither



India Iaunchesﬁlrsf?efn sea marine
fish farmmg prOJect



Aspect

News title

Date

Type of project

Location

Inauguration
site

Inaugurated by

Details from the news

India launches first open-sea marine fish farming
project

January 19, 2026

Open-sea marine fish farming (mariculture)

Andaman Sea

North Bay, near Sri Vijaya Puram (Andaman &
Nicobar Islands)

Jitendra Singh, Union Minister of State
(Independent Charge) for Science & Technology and
Earth Sciences

Related / Extra facts (exam-oriented)

Often linked with Blue Economy, sustainable
fisheries, and marine livelihoods in UPSC/PSC
exams

Falls under Current Affairs 2025-26 cycle

Open-sea mariculture uses offshore cages in deep
waters, unlike coastal aquaculture (ponds/near-
shore cages)

Andaman Sea is part of the eastern Indian Ocean,
rich in marine biodiversity

North Bay is also known for coral reefs and eco-
tourism

Ministry of Earth Sciences plays a key role in ocean
observation, marine advisory services, and Blue
Economy research




Nature of
project

Objective

Policy vision
linked

Economic
significance

Environmental
angle

Future potential

Pilot project

Harness ocean-based economic potential and
support sustainable growth and livelihoods

India’s Blue Economy vision

Marks a shift towards utilising marine resources
beyond land-based assets

Emphasis on sustainable marine resource use

Scope for scaling up offshore aquaculture in
Indian seas

Pilot projects test technical feasibility,
ecological impact, and economic viability
before scaling up

Reduces pressure on capture fisheries,
supports fishers’ income diversification

Blue Economy focuses on sustainable use of
ocean resources for growth, jobs, and
ecosystem health

Fisheries & aquaculture contribute ~1% to
India’s GDP and support millions of livelihoods

Needs safeguards: carrying capacity, disease
control, waste management, and storm
resilience

Can support exports, protein security, and
coastal/island development if regulated well



e With reference to the first open-sea
marine fish farming project launched
by India, consider the following
statements:

* The project has been launched in the
Andaman Sea as a pilot initiative under
India’s Blue Economy vision.

* Open-sea marine fish farming mainly
relies on offshore cages in deeper
waters rather than coastal ponds.

* Which of the statements given above
is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2




Lokpal of
India Marks
Foundation
Day (January
16)




Aspect
News title

Date of observance
Why January 16

Nature of body

Venue (2026)

Chairperson (mentioned)
Mode of observance (2026)
Core theme

Jurisdiction

Inquiry mechanism
Relation with Lokayukta

Public relevance

News details
Lokpal of India marks Foundation Day on January 16
January 16

Section 3 of the Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013 came into force on January 16,
2014

India’s apex statutory anti-corruption body

Lokpal of India Office, New Delhi

Justice A. M. Khanwilkar

In-house, modest function

Transparency, accountability, democratic integrity

Covers Prime Minister, Ministers, MPs, and Group A/B/C/D officials
Preliminary inquiry = Investigation - Prosecution

Lokpal at Union level

Strengthening citizens’ trust in governance



* With reference to the Lokpal of India,
consider the following statements:

* January 16 is observed as the

Foundation Day of the Lokpal because
Section 3 of the Lokpal and Lokayuktas
Act, 2013 came into force on this date.

* The Lokpal of India is a constitutional
body established by the Constitution of
India.

* Which of the statements given above
is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2




Indelible Ink .
Controversy

N
Maharashtra
Civic Elections




2
-
-
o
8
-

FORECAST | Temp Colaba Max 30 Min 18 | SantaCruz Max 32 Min 17

24° Pages Price 85 8,00 with The Times of indéa
Bs 2 with The Times of India and The Economic Times or
Bs 2 with The Times of India and Maharashtra Times

MUMBAIMIRROR.com -

A

mem us, call 1800 120 5474 | To arder your copy, cail 1800 120 0004 toll free or visit hitps://subscribe. timesofindia.com

OPPOSITION, VOTERS CRY FOUL OVER FADING MARKERS

INDELIBLE STINK

AFTER INITIAL DEFIANCE, RED-FACED ELECTION COMMISSIONER TELLS MIRROR THERE WILL BE

Faizan Khan
aizan.khan@timesofindia.com

olling for the Brihanmumbai Municipal Corpora-
tion on Thursday landed in a major controversy
after multiple voters flooded social media with ac-
counts of how the indelible ink could be removed
casily minutes after voting,
As the videos, which showed people wiping the ink

off easily with sanitiser or nail polish remover, went viral

and the Opposition cried voter fraud, State Election

Commissioner Dinesh Waghmare - who was earlier defiant

A PROBE AFTER COLLECTING SAMPLES AND SEEKING CLARIFICATION FROM INK SUPPLIER KORES

- went into damage-control mode. *We have taken cogni-
sance of the issue,” Waghmare told Mirror. “We will verify
whether the quantity of chemicals - especially silver
nitrate, which is crucial for the mark lasting 15 days - isas
per the norms.”

He added that random sampies of marker
pens from polling booths where complaints
had surfaced would be collected, and a clari-
fication sought from Kores, the company
supplying the pens.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

“ We will verify if the
quantity of chemicals
- especially silver

nitrate, which is
crucial for the mark
lasting 15 days ~ is

as per the norms
~Dinesh Waghmare,
State Election Commissioner




Aspect
News title

Date
Context

What is indelible
ink

Purpose

Nature of
controversy

News details

Indelible Ink Controversy in Maharashtra Civic Elections
January 17, 2026

During recent municipal corporation elections in
Maharashtra, Opposition parties alleged that the indelible
ink was easily coming off

A purple mark applied on a voter’s finger after voting to
prevent repeat voting

To indicate that a person has already voted

Allegation that ink was not lasting long enough



Authority concerned

History of use

Composition

Global use

Future relevance

Election process supervised by Election Commission of India
(ECI) / State Election Commission for civic polls

India began using indelible ink in 1962 General Elections

Contains silver nitrate, which reacts with skin and sunlight

Used in elections in India and many developing democracies

Debate may revive calls for biometric or digital safeguards




UPSC CSE (Pre)

State PSC

SSC (GK)

CAPF / Defence

Railway / SSC

Exam date

Various years

Various years

Various years

Various years

Question (memory-based /
PYQ-pattern)

Which of the following is
used to prevent multiple
voting in India?

Indelible ink used in elections
contains which chemical
compound?

The Election Commission of
India derives its powers
from which Article?

One major objective of electoral
safeguards like indelible ink is to
prevent:

Indelible ink remains visible
because it reacts with:

Indelible ink

Silver nitrate

Article 324

Impersonation and repeat voting

Skin and sunlight




It is a statutory body functioning as "Ombudsman” to investigate

mmwmmmm

World ()

() 1809: Institution of Ombudsman first created
in Sweden

Indic —(+)
o .19633 |f190 of ombudsman first came up (=) 2013: Lokpal and Lokayuktas Bill, 2011 passed
1 in Parliament (.) 2014: Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013 came
() 1971: First Lokayukta established in into force and amended in 2016
. MAcCratiIe () 2019: Justice (Retd) Pinaki Chandra Ghose
(=) 2011: Anna Hazare Movement for Lokpal as first Lokpal of India

Statutory Provision: Lokpal And Lokayuktas Act (2013)

Seeks to establish institution of Lokpal at Centre and Lokayukta at State



n » no I » q » I I (D
() Includes Prime Minister, Ministers, MPs and () Selection of Chairperson and members through Selectio
Groups A, B, C and D officers, officials of Committee (PM, Speaker-LS, Leader of largest opp
Central Govt party, CJI or sitting SC Judge nominated by CJl and a
(%) Institutions financed fully or partly by eminent jurist nominated by President)
Government () Search Committee assists Selection Committee
() Entities getting over 210 lakhs annually in in process of selection

foreign donations under FCRA Structure O

—

Power (+) (=) Chairperson + maximum 8 members

h —

(=) Authority to approve public servants' prosecution ) 50% Judicial members

instead of government or relevant authority () 50% from SCs, STs, OBCs, minorities and women
() Power of superintendence and direction over

any investigating agency, including CBI, for Term of office O

cases referred to them by Lokpal 5 6 yrs or until the age of 70 yrs
() Incorporates provisions for attachment and

confiscation of property of public servants

acquired by corrupt means, even while

prosecution pending

Punishment { -

() Enhances maximum punishment under Prevention C I a S S 2 4

of Corruption Act, 1988




Global Risks
Report 2026




Time horizon

Risk ranking / theme

What the report highlights

Immediate term (2026)

1. Geoeconomic confrontation

Biggest global risk; use of trade restrictions, sanctions, investment
controls, technology bans to advance geopolitical interests; weakening
multilateralism and rising protectionism

2. State-based armed conflict

Ongoing wars and regional spillovers raise crisis probability

3. Climate-related risks

Extreme weather events among top risks

Societal polarisation

Rising divisions amplify governance stress

Technological risks (rising)

Misinformation & disinformation ranked 5th globally

Al adverse outcomes (Top 10)

Job displacement, ethical misuse, security risks

Cyber insecurity (9th)

Growing digital vulnerability as systems digitise

Long term (10 years)

Climate dominance

Climate risks dominate: extreme weather, biodiversity loss, critical Earth-
system changes




WEF Index / Report

Energy Transition Index
(ETI)

Global Risks Report

Future of Jobs Report

Global Gender Gap
Report

Travel & Tourism
Development Index

Global Social Mobility
Index

What it measures

Energy security,
sustainability, transition
readiness

Short- & long-term
global risks (geo-
economic, climate, tech)

Impact of Al, automation
on jobs & skills

Gender parity across
economy, health,
education, politics

Tourism competitiveness
& sustainability

Inter-generational
mobility

India’s rank (2025)

71st

Not a rank (risk
outlook)

Not a rank

129th

54th

76th

Total countries

118

146

119

82

Exam relevance

Climate change, energy
policy, sustainability

IR, economy, security

Economy, labour, Al

Social justice, women
empowerment

Economy, services sector

Inequality, welfare



Index / Ranking

Global Innovation
Index

Global Firepower
Index

Climate Change
Performance Index

Global Peace Index

World Press Freedom

Index

Human Development

Index (latest)

Global Hunger Index

Global Soft Power
Index

Publisher

WIPO

Global Firepower

Germanwatch &
partners

Institute for
Economics & Peace

RSF

UNDP
Concern Worldwide

Brand Finance

Henley Passport Index Henley & Partners

India’s rank (2025)

38th

4th

10th

115th

151st

130th
102nd
30th

85th

Total countries

139

145

63

163

180

193

123

Core theme

Innovation, R&D

Defence capability

Climate action

Peace & security

Media freedom

Health, education,
income

Nutrition & hunger
Global influence

Visa-free access



GK—-GS + COMPLETE CURRENT AFFAIRS 2025-26 o000 1499
COMBO BATCH

Suitable for UPSC Prelims, State PCS, SSC (CGL, CHSL, GD)
Banking, Railway, Defence, EPFO, IB, RRB NTPC, CET, RAS, and other similar exams. ..

You've saved 2 500

ENROLL NOW

. . Have a Coupon Code?
+ : e Applied successfully!

| What this combo includes | i

1. Complete GK~GS Course (Recorded)

200+ hours of content . S i Course Informaﬁon

2. Complete Current Affairs 2025-26 (Live Batch)
Current affairs from January 2025 to March 2026 ~ Team: Class24
20 high priority topics will be covered >

(Price - 29997~ 1999/- |

Enroll now to avail additional limited time early bird discount

(© validity: 12 Months
€ class24

¥ Course level: Beginners to Advance



@ Class24 *,"“ s Home Exams -  Current Affairs Buyacourse v Blog LiveTest Scholarship Test TestSeries v  Aboutus

GK GS Complete Course by Bhunesh Sir

Computer Knowledge Physics Chemistry Biology Geography History Polity Economics Static GK

Part-6 Governor & Com, High Court Class-2

Watch Now

2024-06-21 5t 10:00 AM
Part-6 Governor & Com, High Court

Watch Now
2024-06-20) at 10:00 AM
Part-6 Governor & Com Class-2

Watch Now
2024-06-13 at 11:00 AM
Part-6 Governor § COM

Watch Now
2024-06-12 at 11:00 AM
Part-5 Supreme Court Class-2 & Part-6 Governor

Watch Now
2024-06-11 at 11:00 AM
Part-5 Supreme Court

Watch Now
2024-06-08 at 11:00 AM



What you'll get
« Coverage of all major national and international events from January 2025 to March 2026

» 20 high-priority topics explained in depth so you can handle both factual and analytical questions
Topics to be Covered:
1. Government Schemes (Flagship + New Launches)
2. Budget & Taxation
3. Economic Indicators
4. Reports & Indices (India’s Rank)
5. International Affairs (India + Major Summits)
6. Science & Tech
7. Environment & Ecology
8. Polity & Constitution Updates
9. Awards & Honours
10. Sports
11. Banking & Financial Market
12. Defence
13. Appointments & Resignations
14. Books & Authors
15. Important Days & Themes
16. Government Committees
17. States in News
18. India Rankings & Lists
19. Sports + Govt Sports Schemes
20. Miscellaneous Must-Do

« All video lectures will be delivered in bilingual format (Hindi + English) to ensure clarity and comfort for
every learner.



Word of the day

Puerile:
of or characteristic of a child; displaying or
suggesting a lack of maturity

Synonyms: adolescent, juvenile

Usa €. Nobody liked his puerile jokes.

Pronunciation:
newsth.live/puerilepron

International Phonetic
Alpha bet: [pjuail/, /pjosall/
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