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When motivation fades, 
routine carries the student 
forward.έ















What happened / ǎū ƞĥ

Prime Minister Narendra Modi flagged off LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻǾŜǊƴƛƎƘǘ ǎƭŜŜǇŜǊ ±ŀƴŘŜ .ƘŀǊŀǘtrain, connecting KolkataςGuwahati.

ŢÐɟÑÖɰŝɠ ÑØʃş ÖɨÏɡ Ñɭ ŎūőŅ Ķů ŋŜœů ĲŗőŉūĦŀ ̞ ůŋő ŗƁŇŶ ŎūőŅŘɭÑ ¾ɨ ßØɡ ÆɰÊɠ ȏÏ¿ɟ|, Åɨ ĶźœĶūŅūςĸŰŗūŜūŀů¾ɨ ÅɨîÍɠ ßɮ]

Inauguration venue / ĨŇžĹūŀŉ  ̓ œ

The inauguration ceremony was held in Malda (West Bengal).

}ʬÁɟÈÑ ÞÖɟØɨß ŏūœŇū (ŋŬˬ ŏ ōƁĸūœ) Öʃ ßȓz]

Route, frequency, timing / ƛ ŀ, ƭůǑƎśů, śŏŐ

The sleeper Vande Bharat will run between Howrah and Kamakhya, 6 days a week(both directions).

ĦÙɡÒØ ÛɰÏɭ ÕɟØÍ ŜūŗšūςĶūŏūǣū¾ɭ ÔɠÃ śʏūŜ ŏƎ 6ŬŇŉ(ÏɨÑʇ ȏÏÜɟ̈ ɰ Öʃ) ÃÙɭÀɠ]

Departure: Howrah ~6:20 PM; Kamakhya ~6:15 PM; journey time ~14 hours.

ŢĦÎɟÑ: Ŝūŗšū ~6:20 PM; Ķūŏūǣū ~6:15 PM; ×ɟŝɟ ÞÖ× œĸŎĸ 14ĹƁŀŶ]







Consider the statements: (1) The inaugural overnight sleeper Vande 
Bharat connects Kolkata and Guwahati.
(2)It will run all seven days 
. Which is/are correct?
(a) 1 only (b) 2 only (c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2



















Topic Extra facts (English) yȑÍȎØĆÍ ÍĖ× 'Hindi)

Tariff basics

A tariff is a tax on imports; it can raise domestic 

prices, protect local industry, and trigger 

retaliation.

ÈɮȎØÓ z×ɟÍ ÒØ ¾Ø ßɮ: {ÞÞɭ ÁØɭÙȕ ¾ɥÖÍʃÔï 
Þ¾Íɠ ßʅ+ }ʬ×ɨÀ ÞɰØàÌ ßɨÍɟ ßɮ+ ©Ø ŢȑÍÜɨÐɠ 
¾ɟØxÛɟ| ßɨ Þ¾Íɠ ßɮ]

Ad valorem vs specific tariff
Ad valorem is a % of value (e.g., 10%); specific 

is per unit (e.g., $X per ton).

Ad valorem Öȕġ× ¾ɟ $: specific ŢȑÍ {¾ɟ| Í× 
ØɟεÜ]

Trade war impact
Tariffs can shift supply chains, reduce trade 

volumes, and raise inflationary pressures.
ÈɮȎØÓ Þɭ ÞĚÙɟ|,ÃɭÑ εÜěÈ+ ģ×ɟÒɟØ ÁÈ+©Ø 
ÖßɰÀɟ| ÏÔɟÛ Ôï Þ¾Íɟ ßɮ]

Greenland polity

Greenland is an autonomous territory within 

the Kingdom of Denmark; foreign 

affairs/defence are largely Denmarkôs domain.

ŐɠÑÙʅÊ ÊɭÑÖɟ¾x ¾ɭ η¾ɰÀÊÖ ¾ɭ ÕɠÍØ ĦÛɟ×ǡ àɭŝ: 
θÛÏɭÜ.Øàɟ ¾ɭ yκÐ¾ɟɰÜ Òà ÊɭÑÖɟ¾x¾ɭ yɰÍÀxÍ]

Why Greenland matters

Strategic Arctic location + potential 

minerals/rare earths + shipping routes as ice 

melts.

z¾xȏÈ¾ ØÌÑɠȑÍ¾ ȒĦÎȑÍ * ¿ȑÑÅ.Øɭ×Ø yÎx * 
ÔÓx ÁÈÑɭ Þɭ Ñ¤ εÜθÒɰÀ ȼÈ]

NATO link

Denmark is a NATO member; Greenlandôs 

strategic value ties into North Atlantic security 

dynamics.

ÊɭÑÖɟ¾x NATO ÞÏĦ× ßɮ: ŐɠÑÙʅÊ ÑɦÎxyÈÙɟɰȏÈ¾ 
ÞȓØàɟ Öʃ ØÌÑɠȑÍ¾ ÖßĕÛ Ø¿Íɟ ßɮ]

Arctic geopolitics

Arctic is contested for resources, bases, and 

sea lanes; diplomacy often involves Arctic 

Council states (forum role).

z¾xȏÈ¾ Öʃ ÞɰÞɟÐÑ+ ÔɭÞ+ ÞÖȓşɡ ÖɟÀʝ ¾ɨ Ùɭ¾Ø 
ŢȑÍĦÒÐɟx: ¾ȕÈÑɠȑÍ Öʃ z¾xȏÈ¾ ¾ɟ}ɰεÞÙ ÏɭÜʇ ¾ɥ 
ÕȕεÖ¾ɟ 'ÓɨØÖ(]

Negotiation lever
Tariffs are often used as bargaining leverage in 

trade/strategic negotiations.
ÈɮȎØÓ ¾ɨ ¾| ÔɟØ ÔɟÍÃɠÍ.ÞɩÏɭÔɟéɠ ¾ɭ ÏÔɟÛ,
}Ò¾ØÌ ¾ɥ ÍØß {ĦÍɭÖɟÙ η¾×ɟ ÅɟÍɟ ßɮ]



Exam Paper/Year (approx.)
Question (memory-based PYQ-
pattern)

Answer

UPSC (Pre) Recent ά¢ŀǊƛŦŦέ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻΥA tax imposed on imports

UPSC/PSC Recent
Which body is primarily associated 
with global trade rules and dispute 
settlement?

WTO

SSC (GK/Eco) Recent Ad valorem duty means: Duty as a percentage of value

Banking (Eco) Recent
A rise in import tariffs generally 
tends to:

Reduce imports and raise domestic 
prices (ceteris paribus)

Railway/SSC Recent ά¢ǊŀŘŜ ŘŜŦƛŎƛǘέ ƻŎŎǳǊǎ ǿƘŜƴΥImports exceed exports

UPSC/Defence/IR Recent NATO is primarily a: Collective defence alliance

State PSC (Geo/IR) Recent
Greenland is associated with which 
region?

Arctic / North Atlantic

Defence (IR/Security) Recent
Strategic competition in the Arctic is 
driven by:

Resources + sea lanes + security 
positioning

UPSC/PSC Recent
Retaliatory tariffs are usually 
imposed by:

Trading partners in response to 
ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǘŀǊƛŦŦǎ

Banking/SSC Recent ! ǘŀǊƛŦŦ ƛƳǇƻǎŜŘ άǇŜǊ ǳƴƛǘέ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘΥSpecific tariff



Consider the statements:
(1) Greenland is described as a self-governing territory of Denmark. 
(2) Denmark is a member of NATO. Which is/are correct?

a) 1 only (b) 2 only (c) Both (d) Neither











Aspect Details

What is Manikarnika Ghat?
One of the oldest and holiest cremation ghatson the banks of the Ganges in 
Varanasi (Kashi). Hindus believe cremation here helps the soul attain mokshaΦ LǘΩǎ 
mentioned in ancient texts and inscriptions. (Wikipedia)

Historical background
The ghat existed since ancient times; local tradition records renovation and 
supportby Queen Ahilyabai Holkar in 1771 and later 1791. Around that structure 
were platforms (madhi)and four statuesof Ahilyabai. (India Today Hindi)

What was removed / happened 
recently?

During ongoing redevelopment work, an old madhi (raised platform)with 
associated statues τ including those linked to Ahilyabai Holkar τwere taken 
down. This triggered claims of heritage damage. (The Times of India)

Why the work is happening
The redevelopment projectaims to modernize the ghat for better sanitation, space 
management, structured wood storage, walkways, waiting areas, and drainage τ
similar in approach to the Kashi Vishwanath Corridorprojects. (NDTV India)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manikarnika_Ghat?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.indiatodayhindi.com/state/story/why-is-varanasis-ancient-manikarnika-ghat-embroiled-in-controversy-1332827-2026-01-18?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/varanasi/was-there-negligence-in-demolition-of-manikarnika-platform-vmc-to-probe/articleshow/126660496.cms?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://ndtv.in/uttar-pradesh-news/some-people-are-spreading-confusion-on-social-media-says-cm-yogi-on-manikarnika-ghat-controversy-10769652?utm_source=chatgpt.com


Controversy / 
claims

Opposition parties and local groups alleged that heritage 
elements and idols were destroyedwithout notice, hurting 
cultural and religious sentiments. They linked the removal with 
political motives and accused the government of destroying 
historical identity. (Hindustan Times)

Government / 
official response

Officials, including CM Yogi Adityanath and the district 
administration, said: No temple or idol was destroyed; artifacts 
found or removed are being preservedby the 
culture/archaeology department and will be reinstalled after 
renovation. Claims of demolition are being spread via misleading 
or AI-generated content. (NDTV India)

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/row-erupts-over-ahilyabai-holkar-statue-in-varanasi-as-mayawati-congress-target-govt-101768716779035-amp.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://ndtv.in/uttar-pradesh-news/some-people-are-spreading-confusion-on-social-media-says-cm-yogi-on-manikarnika-ghat-controversy-10769652?utm_source=chatgpt.com






















Consider the statements:

(1) India was invited to join a άBoard of 
Peace for Gazaέ.

(2) New Delhi has not yet responded to 
the invitation. Which is/are correct?

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only (c) Both (d) Neither



Å²ƛǘƘ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎ άLƴŘƛŀ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ DŀȊŀ ǇŜŀŎŜ ōƻŀǊŘέΣ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ 
statements:

Å¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ά.ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ tŜŀŎŜέ ƛǎ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ōȅ 5ƻƴŀƭŘ ¢ǊǳƳǇ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
ƻǾŜǊǎŜŜ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ άǊŜŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ DŀȊŀέ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜǎ ŀ 
άǊŜŦƻǊƳ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜέΦ

ÅThe report states that New Delhi has not yet respondedto the invitation to join the Board.

ÅWhich of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2





Company
Known AI investment 

(approx.)
Key focus area Race Status (Present) Notes

Google (Alphabet)

~$100B+ (past 5 yrs 

across AI R&D & 

acquisitions)

Gemini/LLMs, Cloud AI, 

Search AI
₇ Leading in models & 

ecosystem

Strong AI integrations 

across Search, Android, 

Cloud

Microsoft
~$50B+ (OpenAI 

partnership + internal AI)

Azure AI, OpenAI support, 

Copilot
Top contender

Big enterprise AI push; 

largest cloud provider tie-

ins

OpenAI

~$30B+ (cumulative from 

investors, commercial 

revenue)

GPT models, AGI research
ϡ Leadership in 

research/models

Leading LLM tech 

(ChatGPT series)

Meta (Facebook)
~$40B+ (AI research & 

infrastructure)

LLaMA models, AI 

middleware
Ύ Strong research engine

Focus on open models & 

AI for apps

Amazon
~$35B+ (AI + AWS 

investments)
AWS AI/ML services, Alexa ᾷ Cloud + services leader

Massive cloud AI 

offerings

Apple
~$10ï20B+ (AI + 

acquisition + partnerships)

AI integration (Siri 

improvements)
ῧ Growing (not #1 yet)

Recently partnered with 

Google Gemini

Huawei / Chinese tech
~$30B+ (AI platforms + 

chips)
AI hardware & software ̙ Regional strength

Data availability & 

domestic market

Baidu / China AI ~$20ï25B+ ERNIE/AI ecosystem ̙ Strong China presence Government support



Category Current Leader(s) Why they lead

AI Models & Research ţšOpenAI, Google
Best LLMs with real-world 

deployment

Compute & Cloud AI Services
ţšGoogle Cloud, Microsoft 

Azure, AWS

Huge investment in AI 

infrastructure

Mobile AI Integration
ţšGoogle (Gemini) + ŗŜApple 

(Gemini partnership)

Optimising AI at device & OS 

level

Enterprise AI Adoption ţšMicrosoft & AWS
Business AI tools boosting 

productivity

Global Market Reach Google / AWS / Microsoft
Strong global enterprise 

penetration

Emerging China AI power Baidu / Huawei
Large data pools + government 

push







Topic Extra facts (English) yȑÍȎØĆÍ ÍĖ× 'Hindi)

On-device vs cloud AI

On-device AI improves 

privacy/latency; cloud AI enables 

larger models but raises data-

handling concerns.

¦Ñ,ιÊÛɟ{Þ AI Þɭ Ţɟ{ÛɭÞɠ.ÙɭÈʃÞɠ ÔɭßÍØ: 
ĆÙɟ}Ê AI Ôîɭ ÖɦÊÙ ÞàÖ ¾ØÍɟ ÒØ 
ÊɭÈɟ,ßʅÊεÙɰÀ κÃɰÍɟ ÔïÍɠ]

Private Cloud Compute (concept)

Hybrid approach: sensitive tasks on-

device; heavier tasks in controlled 

cloud environment with privacy 

claims.

ßɟ{ȐŤÊ yŢɨÃ9 ÞɰÛɭÏÑÜɠÙ ¾ɟÖιÊÛɟ{Þ 
ÒØ: ÕɟØɡ ¾ɟÖ ȑÑ×ɰȐŝÍ ĆÙɟ}Ê Öʃ
'Ţɟ{ÛɭÞɠ ĆÙɭÖ ¾ɭ ÞɟÎ(]

Non-exclusive partnership

Non-exclusive deals allow multiple 

model providers and reduce lock-in 

risk.

ÑɦÑ,¤ĆÞĆÙȕεÞÛ ÊɠÙ Öʃ ¾| ÖɦÊÙ 
ŢɨÛɟ{ÊØ ÞɰÕÛ: Ùɦ¾,{Ñ ȎØĦ¾ ¾Ö]

LLM integration in assistants

Digital assistants need: speech-to-

text, intent detection, tool-use, 

retrieval, and safety filters.

yεÞĦÈʃÈ Öʃ9 ĦÒɠÃ,Èȕ,ÈɭĆĦÈ+{ɰÈʃÈ+ ÈȕÙ,
×ȕé+ ȎØŘɡÛÙ+ ÞɭěÈɡ,ηÓġÈØ ÅȼØɡ]

Antitrust trigger points

Issues: market dominance, bundling, 

default-setting, exclusionary 

contracts, consumer choice.

ÖȓʬÏɭ9 ÔɟéɟØ ŢÕȓĕÛ+ ÔɰÊεÙɰÀ+ ιÊ÷ɦġÈ 
ÞɭȏÈɰÀ+ ¤ĆÞĆÙȕéÑØɡ ¾ɦęŘɮĆÈ+ ¾ɰı×ȕÖØ 
Ãɦ{Þ]

Strategic implication

Winning ñdefault AI assistant layerò 

can shape app discovery, services 

revenue, and ecosystem stickiness.

ι̴Ê÷ɦġÈ AI Ùɭ×Ø̵ ÅɠÍÑɭ Þɭ ¥Ò,ιÊĦ¾ÛØɡ+ 
ÞθÛxÞ ØɭÛɭę×ȕ+ {¾ɨεÞĦÈÖ ȒĦÈ¾iness

ŢÕɟθÛÍ]



ÅConsider the statements

Å: (1) The next generation of Apple Foundation Models is stated to be based on 
GoogleΩs Gemini models and cloud tech.

Å(2) Apple Intelligence is stated to continue running on Apple devices and Private 
Cloud Compute. 

ÅWhich is/are correct?

Åa) 1 only (b) 2 only (c) Both (d) Neither



India launches first open-sea marine 
fish farming project 



Aspect Details from the news Related / Extra facts (exam-oriented)

News title
India launches first open-sea marine fish farming 
project

Often linked with Blue Economy, sustainable 
fisheries, and marine livelihoodsin UPSC/PSC 
exams

Date January 19, 2026 Falls under Current Affairs 2025-26cycle

Type of project Open-sea marine fish farming (mariculture)
Open-sea mariculture uses offshore cagesin deep 
waters, unlike coastal aquaculture (ponds/near-
shore cages)

Location Andaman Sea
Andaman Sea is part of the eastern Indian Ocean, 
rich in marine biodiversity

Inauguration 
site

North Bay, near Sri Vijaya Puram (Andaman & 
Nicobar Islands)

North Bay is also known for coral reefsand eco-
tourism

Inaugurated by
Jitendra Singh, Union Minister of State 
(Independent Charge) for Science & Technologyand 
Earth Sciences

Ministry of Earth Sciences plays a key role in ocean 
observation, marine advisory services, and Blue 
Economy research



Nature of 

project
Pilot project

Pilot projects test technical feasibility, 

ecological impact, and economic viability

before scaling up

Objective
Harness ocean-based economic potential and 

support sustainable growth and livelihoods

Reduces pressure on capture fisheries, 

supports fishersô income diversification

Policy vision 

linked
Indiaôs Blue Economy vision

Blue Economy focuses on sustainable use of 

ocean resources for growth, jobs, and 

ecosystem health

Economic 

significance

Marks a shift towards utilising marine resources 

beyond land-based assets

Fisheries & aquaculture contribute ~1% to 

Indiaôs GDPand support millions of livelihoods

Environmental 

angle
Emphasis on sustainable marine resource use

Needs safeguards: carrying capacity, disease 

control, waste management, and storm 

resilience

Future potential
Scope for scaling up offshore aquaculture in 

Indian seas

Can support exports, protein security, and 

coastal/island development if regulated well



ÅWith reference to the first open-sea 
marine fish farming project launched 
by India, consider the following 
statements:
ÅThe project has been launched in the 
Andaman Sea as a pilot initiative under 
LƴŘƛŀΩǎ .ƭǳŜ 9ŎƻƴƻƳȅ ǾƛǎƛƻƴΦ
ÅOpen-sea marine fish farming mainly 
relies on offshore cages in deeper 
waters rather than coastal ponds.
ÅWhich of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2



Lokpal of 
India Marks 
Foundation 
Day (January 
16) 



Aspect News details

News title Lokpal of India marks Foundation Day on January 16

Date of observance January 16

Why January 16
Section 3 of the Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013came into force on January 16, 
2014

Nature of body LƴŘƛŀΩǎ apex statutory anti-corruption body

Venue (2026) Lokpal of India Office, New Delhi

Chairperson (mentioned) Justice A. M. Khanwilkar

Mode of observance (2026) In-house, modest function

Core theme Transparency, accountability, democratic integrity

Jurisdiction Covers Prime Minister, Ministers, MPs, and Group A/B/C/D officials

Inquiry mechanism tǊŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǊȅ ƛƴǉǳƛǊȅ Ҧ LƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ Ҧ tǊƻǎŜŎǳǘƛƻƴ

Relation with Lokayukta Lokpal at Union level

Public relevance {ǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴƛƴƎ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƛƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜ



ÅWith reference to the Lokpal of India, 
consider the following statements:
ÅJanuary 16 is observed as the 
Foundation Day of the Lokpal because 
Section 3 of the Lokpal and Lokayuktas
Act, 2013 came into force on this date.
ÅThe Lokpal of India is a constitutional 
body established by the Constitution of 
India.
ÅWhich of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2



Indelible Ink 
Controversy 
in 
Maharashtra 
Civic Elections





Aspect News details

News title Indelible Ink Controversy in Maharashtra Civic Elections

Date January 17, 2026

Context
During recent municipal corporation elections in 
Maharashtra, Opposition parties alleged that the indelible 
ink was easily coming off

What is indelible 
ink

A purple markŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ǾƻǘŜǊΩǎ ŦƛƴƎŜǊ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǾƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
prevent repeat voting

Purpose To indicate that a person has already voted

Nature of 
controversy

Allegation that ink was not lasting long enough



Authority concerned
Election process supervised by Election Commission of India 
(ECI)/ State Election Commission for civic polls

History of use India began using indelible ink in 1962 General Elections

Composition Contains silver nitrate, which reacts with skin and sunlight

Global use Used in elections in India and many developing democracies

Future relevance Debate may revive calls for biometric or digital safeguards



Exam Exam date
Question (memory-based / 
PYQ-pattern)

Answer

UPSC CSE (Pre) 2017
Which of the following is 
used to prevent multiple 
voting in India?

Indelible ink

State PSC Various years
Indelible ink used in elections 
contains which chemical 
compound?

Silver nitrate

SSC (GK) Various years
The Election Commission of 
India derives its powers 
from which Article?

Article 324

CAPF / Defence Various years
One major objective of electoral 
safeguards like indelible ink is to 
prevent:

Impersonation and repeat voting

Railway / SSC Various years
Indelible ink remains visible 
because it reacts with:

Skin and sunlight





Class24


