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When motivation fades, 
routine carries the student 
forward.”















What happened / क्य ा हुआ

Prime Minister Narendra Modi flagged off India’s first overnight sleeper Vande Bharat train, connecting Kolkata–Guwahati.

प्रधानमतं्री नरेंद्र मोदी ने भारत की पहली ओ वरनाइट  स्ल ीपर वंदे  भारत टे्रन को हरी झंडी ददखाई, जो कोलकाता–गु वाहाटी को जोड़ती है।

Inauguration venue / उद् घाटन  स्थ ल

The inauguration ceremony was held in Malda (West Bengal).

उद्घाटन समारोह मालदा (पश्चिम बं गाल) में हुआ।

Route, frequency, timing / रू ट , फ्रीक्वेंसी, समय

The sleeper Vande Bharat will run between Howrah and Kamakhya, 6 days a week (both directions).

स्लीपर वंदे भारत हावडा–कामाख्य ा के बीच स प्ताह में 6 श्चदन (दोनों ददशाओं में) चलेगी।

Departure: Howrah ~6:20 PM; Kamakhya ~6:15 PM; journey time ~14 hours.

प्रस्थान: हावडा ~6:20 PM; कामाख्य ा ~6:15 PM; यात्रा समय लगभग 14 घं टे ।







Consider the statements: (1) The inaugural overnight sleeper Vande 
Bharat connects Kolkata and Guwahati.
(2)It will run all seven days 
. Which is/are correct?
(a) 1 only (b) 2 only (c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2



















Topic Extra facts (English) अततररक्त तथ्य (Hindi)

Tariff basics

A tariff is a tax on imports; it can raise domestic 

prices, protect local industry, and trigger 

retaliation.

टैररफ आयात पर कर है; इससे घरेल ूकीमतें बढ़ 
सकती हैं, उद्योग संरक्षण होता है, और प्रततशोधी 
काररवाई हो सकती है।

Ad valorem vs specific tariff
Ad valorem is a % of value (e.g., 10%); specific 

is per unit (e.g., $X per ton).

Ad valorem मलू्य का %; specific प्रतत इकाई तय 
राशश।

Trade war impact
Tariffs can shift supply chains, reduce trade 

volumes, and raise inflationary pressures.
टैररफ से सप्लाई-चने शशफ्ट, व्यापार घट, और 
महंगाई दबाव बढ़ सकता है।

Greenland polity

Greenland is an autonomous territory within 

the Kingdom of Denmark; foreign 

affairs/defence are largely Denmark’s domain.

ग्रीनलैंड डनेमाकर  के ककंगडम के भीतर स्वायत्त के्षत्र; 
ववदेश/रक्षा के अधधकांश पक्ष डनेमाकर के अंतगरत।

Why Greenland matters

Strategic Arctic location + potential 

minerals/rare earths + shipping routes as ice 

melts.

आकर दटक रणनीततक स्स्थतत + खतनज/रेयर अथर + 
बफर  घटने से नए शशवपगं रूट।

NATO link

Denmark is a NATO member; Greenland’s 

strategic value ties into North Atlantic security 

dynamics.

डनेमाकर  NATO सदस्य है; ग्रीनलैंड नॉथर अटलांदटक 
सरुक्षा में रणनीततक महत्व रखता है।

Arctic geopolitics

Arctic is contested for resources, bases, and 

sea lanes; diplomacy often involves Arctic 

Council states (forum role).

आकर दटक में संसाधन, बेस, समदु्री मागों को लेकर 
प्रततस्पधार; कूटनीतत में आकर दटक काउंशसल देशों की 
भशूमका (फोरम)।

Negotiation lever
Tariffs are often used as bargaining leverage in 

trade/strategic negotiations.
टैररफ को कई बार बातचीत/सौदेबाजी के दबाव-
उपकरण की तरह इस्तेमाल ककया जाता है।



Exam Paper/Year (approx.)
Question (memory-based PYQ-
pattern)

Answer

UPSC (Pre) Recent “Tariff” refers to: A tax imposed on imports

UPSC/PSC Recent
Which body is primarily associated 
with global trade rules and dispute 
settlement?

WTO

SSC (GK/Eco) Recent Ad valorem duty means: Duty as a percentage of value

Banking (Eco) Recent
A rise in import tariffs generally 
tends to:

Reduce imports and raise domestic 
prices (ceteris paribus)

Railway/SSC Recent “Trade deficit” occurs when: Imports exceed exports

UPSC/Defence/IR Recent NATO is primarily a: Collective defence alliance

State PSC (Geo/IR) Recent
Greenland is associated with which 
region?

Arctic / North Atlantic

Defence (IR/Security) Recent
Strategic competition in the Arctic is 
driven by:

Resources + sea lanes + security 
positioning

UPSC/PSC Recent
Retaliatory tariffs are usually 
imposed by:

Trading partners in response to 
another country’s tariffs

Banking/SSC Recent A tariff imposed “per unit” is called: Specific tariff



Consider the statements:
(1) Greenland is described as a self-governing territory of Denmark. 

(2) Denmark is a member of NATO. Which is/are correct?

a) 1 only (b) 2 only (c) Both (d) Neither











Aspect Details

What is Manikarnika Ghat?
One of the oldest and holiest cremation ghats on the banks of the Ganges in 
Varanasi (Kashi). Hindus believe cremation here helps the soul attain moksha. It’s 
mentioned in ancient texts and inscriptions. (Wikipedia)

Historical background
The ghat existed since ancient times; local tradition records renovation and 
support by Queen Ahilyabai Holkar in 1771 and later 1791. Around that structure 
were platforms (madhi) and four statues of Ahilyabai. (India Today Hindi)

What was removed / happened 
recently?

During ongoing redevelopment work, an old madhi (raised platform) with 
associated statues — including those linked to Ahilyabai Holkar — were taken 
down. This triggered claims of heritage damage. (The Times of India)

Why the work is happening
The redevelopment project aims to modernize the ghat for better sanitation, space 
management, structured wood storage, walkways, waiting areas, and drainage —
similar in approach to the Kashi Vishwanath Corridor projects. (NDTV India)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manikarnika_Ghat?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.indiatodayhindi.com/state/story/why-is-varanasis-ancient-manikarnika-ghat-embroiled-in-controversy-1332827-2026-01-18?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/varanasi/was-there-negligence-in-demolition-of-manikarnika-platform-vmc-to-probe/articleshow/126660496.cms?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://ndtv.in/uttar-pradesh-news/some-people-are-spreading-confusion-on-social-media-says-cm-yogi-on-manikarnika-ghat-controversy-10769652?utm_source=chatgpt.com


Controversy / 
claims

Opposition parties and local groups alleged that heritage 
elements and idols were destroyed without notice, hurting 
cultural and religious sentiments. They linked the removal with 
political motives and accused the government of destroying 
historical identity. (Hindustan Times)

Government / 
official response

Officials, including CM Yogi Adityanath and the district 
administration, said: No temple or idol was destroyed; artifacts 
found or removed are being preserved by the 
culture/archaeology department and will be reinstalled after 
renovation. Claims of demolition are being spread via misleading 
or AI-generated content. (NDTV India)

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/row-erupts-over-ahilyabai-holkar-statue-in-varanasi-as-mayawati-congress-target-govt-101768716779035-amp.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://ndtv.in/uttar-pradesh-news/some-people-are-spreading-confusion-on-social-media-says-cm-yogi-on-manikarnika-ghat-controversy-10769652?utm_source=chatgpt.com






















Consider the statements:

(1) India was invited to join a “Board of 
Peace for Gaza”.

(2) New Delhi has not yet responded to 
the invitation. Which is/are correct?

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only (c) Both (d) Neither



• With reference to the news “India invited to join Gaza peace board”, consider the following 
statements:

• The proposed “Board of Peace” is stated to be headed by Donald Trump and is expected to 
oversee funding for the “redevelopment of Gaza” until the Palestinian Authority completes a 
“reform programme”.

• The report states that New Delhi has not yet responded to the invitation to join the Board.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2





Company
Known AI investment 

(approx.)
Key focus area Race Status (Present) Notes

Google (Alphabet)

~$100B+ (past 5 yrs 

across AI R&D & 

acquisitions)

Gemini/LLMs, Cloud AI, 

Search AI
🔥 Leading in models & 

ecosystem

Strong AI integrations 

across Search, Android, 

Cloud

Microsoft
~$50B+ (OpenAI 

partnership + internal AI)

Azure AI, OpenAI support, 

Copilot
🚀 Top contender

Big enterprise AI push; 

largest cloud provider tie-

ins

OpenAI

~$30B+ (cumulative from 

investors, commercial 

revenue)

GPT models, AGI research
🏃 Leadership in 

research/models

Leading LLM tech 

(ChatGPT series)

Meta (Facebook)
~$40B+ (AI research & 

infrastructure)

LLaMA models, AI 

middleware
📌 Strong research engine

Focus on open models & 

AI for apps

Amazon
~$35B+ (AI + AWS 

investments)
AWS AI/ML services, Alexa 💡 Cloud + services leader

Massive cloud AI 

offerings

Apple
~$10–20B+ (AI + 

acquisition + partnerships)

AI integration (Siri 

improvements)
📈 Growing (not #1 yet)

Recently partnered with 

Google Gemini

Huawei / Chinese tech
~$30B+ (AI platforms + 

chips)
AI hardware & software 🌏 Regional strength

Data availability & 

domestic market

Baidu / China AI ~$20–25B+ ERNIE/AI ecosystem 🌏 Strong China presence Government support



Category Current Leader(s) Why they lead

AI Models & Research 🇺🇸 OpenAI, Google
Best LLMs with real-world 

deployment

Compute & Cloud AI Services
🇺🇸 Google Cloud, Microsoft 

Azure, AWS

Huge investment in AI 

infrastructure

Mobile AI Integration
🇺🇸 Google (Gemini) + 🇮🇳 Apple 

(Gemini partnership)

Optimising AI at device & OS 

level

Enterprise AI Adoption 🇺🇸 Microsoft & AWS
Business AI tools boosting 

productivity

Global Market Reach Google / AWS / Microsoft
Strong global enterprise 

penetration

Emerging China AI power Baidu / Huawei
Large data pools + government 

push







Topic Extra facts (English) अततररक्त तथ्य (Hindi)

On-device vs cloud AI

On-device AI improves 

privacy/latency; cloud AI enables 

larger models but raises data-

handling concerns.

ऑन-डडवाइस AI से प्राइवेसी/लेटेंसी बेहतर; 
क्लाउड AI बड़ ेमॉडल सक्षम करता पर 
डटेा-हैंडशलगं धचतंा बढ़ती।

Private Cloud Compute (concept)

Hybrid approach: sensitive tasks on-

device; heavier tasks in controlled 

cloud environment with privacy 

claims.

हाइब्रिड अप्रोच: संवेदनशील काम डडवाइस 
पर; भारी काम तनयंब्रत्रत क्लाउड में
(प्राइवेसी क्लेम के साथ)।

Non-exclusive partnership

Non-exclusive deals allow multiple 

model providers and reduce lock-in 

risk.

नॉन-एक्सक्लूशसव डील में कई मॉडल 
प्रोवाइडर संभव; लॉक-इन ररस्क कम।

LLM integration in assistants

Digital assistants need: speech-to-

text, intent detection, tool-use, 

retrieval, and safety filters.

अशसस्टेंट में: स्पीच-टू-टेक्स्ट, इंटेंट, टूल-
यूज, ररट्रीवल, सेफ्टी-कफल्टर जरूरी।

Antitrust trigger points

Issues: market dominance, bundling, 

default-setting, exclusionary 

contracts, consumer choice.

मुद्दे: बाजार प्रभुत्व, बंडशलगं, डडफॉल्ट 
सेदटगं, एक्सक्लूजनरी कॉन्ट्टै्रक्ट, कंज़्यूमर 
चॉइस।

Strategic implication

Winning “default AI assistant layer” 

can shape app discovery, services 

revenue, and ecosystem stickiness.

“डडफॉल्ट AI लेयर” जीतने से ऐप-डडस्कवरी, 
सववरस रेवेन्ट्यू, इकोशसस्टम स्स्टकiness

प्रभाववत।



• Consider the statements

• : (1) The next generation of Apple Foundation Models is stated to be based on 
Google’s Gemini models and cloud tech.

• (2) Apple Intelligence is stated to continue running on Apple devices and Private 
Cloud Compute. 

• Which is/are correct?

• a) 1 only (b) 2 only (c) Both (d) Neither



India launches first open-sea marine 
fish farming project 



Aspect Details from the news Related / Extra facts (exam-oriented)

News title
India launches first open-sea marine fish farming 
project

Often linked with Blue Economy, sustainable 
fisheries, and marine livelihoods in UPSC/PSC 
exams

Date January 19, 2026 Falls under Current Affairs 2025-26 cycle

Type of project Open-sea marine fish farming (mariculture)
Open-sea mariculture uses offshore cages in deep 
waters, unlike coastal aquaculture (ponds/near-
shore cages)

Location Andaman Sea
Andaman Sea is part of the eastern Indian Ocean, 
rich in marine biodiversity

Inauguration 
site

North Bay, near Sri Vijaya Puram (Andaman & 
Nicobar Islands)

North Bay is also known for coral reefs and eco-
tourism

Inaugurated by
Jitendra Singh, Union Minister of State 
(Independent Charge) for Science & Technology and 
Earth Sciences

Ministry of Earth Sciences plays a key role in ocean 
observation, marine advisory services, and Blue 
Economy research



Nature of 

project
Pilot project

Pilot projects test technical feasibility, 

ecological impact, and economic viability

before scaling up

Objective
Harness ocean-based economic potential and 

support sustainable growth and livelihoods

Reduces pressure on capture fisheries, 

supports fishers’ income diversification

Policy vision 

linked
India’s Blue Economy vision

Blue Economy focuses on sustainable use of 

ocean resources for growth, jobs, and 

ecosystem health

Economic 

significance

Marks a shift towards utilising marine resources 

beyond land-based assets

Fisheries & aquaculture contribute ~1% to 

India’s GDP and support millions of livelihoods

Environmental 

angle
Emphasis on sustainable marine resource use

Needs safeguards: carrying capacity, disease 

control, waste management, and storm 

resilience

Future potential
Scope for scaling up offshore aquaculture in 

Indian seas

Can support exports, protein security, and 

coastal/island development if regulated well



• With reference to the first open-sea 
marine fish farming project launched 
by India, consider the following 
statements:
• The project has been launched in the 
Andaman Sea as a pilot initiative under 
India’s Blue Economy vision.
• Open-sea marine fish farming mainly 
relies on offshore cages in deeper 
waters rather than coastal ponds.
• Which of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2



Lokpal of 
India Marks 
Foundation 
Day (January 
16) 



Aspect News details

News title Lokpal of India marks Foundation Day on January 16

Date of observance January 16

Why January 16
Section 3 of the Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013 came into force on January 16, 
2014

Nature of body India’s apex statutory anti-corruption body

Venue (2026) Lokpal of India Office, New Delhi

Chairperson (mentioned) Justice A. M. Khanwilkar

Mode of observance (2026) In-house, modest function

Core theme Transparency, accountability, democratic integrity

Jurisdiction Covers Prime Minister, Ministers, MPs, and Group A/B/C/D officials

Inquiry mechanism Preliminary inquiry → Investigation → Prosecution

Relation with Lokayukta Lokpal at Union level

Public relevance Strengthening citizens’ trust in governance



• With reference to the Lokpal of India, 
consider the following statements:
• January 16 is observed as the 
Foundation Day of the Lokpal because 
Section 3 of the Lokpal and Lokayuktas
Act, 2013 came into force on this date.
• The Lokpal of India is a constitutional 
body established by the Constitution of 
India.
• Which of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2



Indelible Ink 
Controversy 
in 
Maharashtra 
Civic Elections





Aspect News details

News title Indelible Ink Controversy in Maharashtra Civic Elections

Date January 17, 2026

Context
During recent municipal corporation elections in 
Maharashtra, Opposition parties alleged that the indelible 
ink was easily coming off

What is indelible 
ink

A purple mark applied on a voter’s finger after voting to 
prevent repeat voting

Purpose To indicate that a person has already voted

Nature of 
controversy

Allegation that ink was not lasting long enough



Authority concerned
Election process supervised by Election Commission of India 
(ECI) / State Election Commission for civic polls

History of use India began using indelible ink in 1962 General Elections

Composition Contains silver nitrate, which reacts with skin and sunlight

Global use Used in elections in India and many developing democracies

Future relevance Debate may revive calls for biometric or digital safeguards



Exam Exam date
Question (memory-based / 
PYQ-pattern)

Answer

UPSC CSE (Pre) 2017
Which of the following is 
used to prevent multiple 
voting in India?

Indelible ink

State PSC Various years
Indelible ink used in elections 
contains which chemical 
compound?

Silver nitrate

SSC (GK) Various years
The Election Commission of 
India derives its powers 
from which Article?

Article 324

CAPF / Defence Various years
One major objective of electoral 
safeguards like indelible ink is to 
prevent:

Impersonation and repeat voting

Railway / SSC Various years
Indelible ink remains visible 
because it reacts with:

Skin and sunlight
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Global Risks 
Report 2026



Time horizon Risk ranking / theme What the report highlights

Immediate term (2026) 1. Geoeconomic confrontation
Biggest global risk; use of trade restrictions, sanctions, investment 
controls, technology bans to advance geopolitical interests; weakening 
multilateralism and rising protectionism

2. State-based armed conflict Ongoing wars and regional spillovers raise crisis probability

3. Climate-related risks Extreme weather events among top risks

Societal polarisation Rising divisions amplify governance stress

Technological risks (rising) Misinformation & disinformation ranked 5th globally

AI adverse outcomes (Top 10) Job displacement, ethical misuse, security risks

Cyber insecurity (9th) Growing digital vulnerability as systems digitise

Long term (10 years) Climate dominance
Climate risks dominate: extreme weather, biodiversity loss, critical Earth-
system changes



WEF Index / Report What it measures India’s rank (2025) Total countries Exam relevance

Energy Transition Index 
(ETI)

Energy security, 
sustainability, transition 
readiness

71st 118
Climate change, energy 
policy, sustainability

Global Risks Report
Short- & long-term 
global risks (geo-
economic, climate, tech)

Not a rank (risk 
outlook)

— IR, economy, security

Future of Jobs Report
Impact of AI, automation 
on jobs & skills

Not a rank — Economy, labour, AI

Global Gender Gap 
Report

Gender parity across 
economy, health, 
education, politics

129th 146
Social justice, women 
empowerment

Travel & Tourism 
Development Index

Tourism competitiveness 
& sustainability

54th 119 Economy, services sector

Global Social Mobility 
Index

Inter-generational 
mobility

76th 82 Inequality, welfare



Index / Ranking Publisher India’s rank (2025) Total countries Core theme

Global Innovation 
Index

WIPO 38th 139 Innovation, R&D

Global Firepower 
Index

Global Firepower 4th 145 Defence capability

Climate Change 
Performance Index

Germanwatch & 
partners

10th 63 Climate action

Global Peace Index
Institute for 
Economics & Peace

115th 163 Peace & security

World Press Freedom 
Index

RSF 151st 180 Media freedom

Human Development 
Index (latest)

UNDP 130th 193
Health, education, 
income

Global Hunger Index Concern Worldwide 102nd 123 Nutrition & hunger

Global Soft Power 
Index

Brand Finance 30th — Global influence

Henley Passport Index Henley & Partners 85th — Visa-free access











Thank you ☺


