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LS clears nuclear Bill allowing privatisation

equipment' supplier responsible for failure, questions the Bill's timing and interest shown by a ‘conglomerate house’; Centre defends the many controversial provisions

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

he Lok Sabha on
T Wednesday passed

the  Sustainable
Harnessing and Advance-
ment of Nuclear Energy for
Transforming India (SHAN-
TI) Bill, 2025, despite de-
mands by several Opposi-
tion parliamentarians for
referring the legislation to
a parliamentary panel.

The Bill, which aims to
incentivise private sector
participation, both Indian
and foreign, into nuclear
power production, now
moves to the Rajya Sabha
for discussion.

Congress MP Manish Te-
wari, who opened discus-
sions on the Bill following
introductory remarks by
Science Minister Jitendra
Singh, sought to know if it
was a “coincidence” that a
legislation enabling private
sector participation in the
nuclear sector coincided
with interest expressed by

the “conglomerate house...
Adani” in November to en-
ter the nuclear sector.

Mr.  Singh, amidst
uproar in the House over
the remark, retorted that
the Bill had nothing to do
with any specific company
and such an aspersion
“brought disrepute to the
House”.

Mr. Tewari also bur-
rowed into what is perhaps
the most significant ele-
ment of the Bill: the remo-
val of a clause in the exist-
ing Civil Liability for
Nuclear Damage Act, 2010
that allows the operator of
a nuclear power plant to
claim recourse from sup-
pliers if their equipment
was found to be responsi-
ble in case of an accident.

In 2008, the BJP had
moved a no-confidence
motion against the Man-
mohan Singh government
for, among other things,
the absence of such a
clause. Subsequently, this
was also a reason for the

Core changes

The SHANTI Bill repeals existing legislation on nuclear activity
and opens up private participation in civil nuclear sector

= The Bill enables private companies
to run nuclear power plants and bring
foreign investment into the sector

= [t limits operator
liability to the
capacity of the ptants

» It places the responsibility of
managing nuclear plants on the
‘operator’ of the facility

lack of foreign participa-
tion in India’s nuclear sec-
tor, despite the U.S.-India
nuclear deal that granted
India a waiver from Nu-
clear Suppliers Group
sanction as it opened fo-
reign companies to poten-
tially unlimited liability.
Privatising the nuclear
power sector — that cur-
rently makes up 1.5% of In-
dia’s installed power ca-
pacity and 3% of the
electricity produced — has

w Govt. to stayin

cantrol of nuclear

waste management
'

been on the government’s
agenda in recent years to
boost clean energy pro-
duction, improve grid sta-
bility and move towards its
2070 net-zero (zero net-
carbon emissions) targets.
This includes scaling up in-
stalled nuclear power to
100 GW up from the cur-
rent 8.8 GW by 2047 and a
220,000-crore mission an-
nounced in the Budget this
year to develop ‘small
modular reactors’ and a

slew of customised 220
MW Pressurised Heavy Wa-
ter reactors (Bharat Small
Modular Reactors)."l now
see that there is no refe-
rence to suppliers... god
forbid if there is an acci-
dent... shouldn't a foreign
supplier be liable?” Mr. Te-
wari questioned.

Mr. Singh acknowledged
that the BJP had voiced op-
position in the past and
said that the existence of
the clause “had caused re-
servations in collabora-
tors” but the scenario to-
day was different from
2010. “Times have
changed... technology has
changed. We are now into
small modular reactors,
which didn’t exist as a
technology at that time.
There will now be reactors
- following the just an-
nounced Nuclear Mission
— that will give power in
dense areas. The risk of ca-
tastrophe  has  now
changed. This Bill is com-
ing in because the scenario

has changed,” he said.

Opposition’s criticism

Aditya Yadav of the Samaj-
wadi Party accused the go-
vernment of bringing in
the Bill by “sacrificing the
old laws... that kept public
interest first” because the
government faced with a
“dollar that has crossed
¥90" and “unable to attract
foreign investment” was
“desperately trying to
throw a red carpet to
American companies” un-
der pressure from the
“prevailing Trump tariffs”.

Supriya Sule, the MP
from the Nationalist Con-
gress Party (Sharad Pawar)
asked how it was possible
to cap the liability of plant
operators at 3,000 crore.
“How can you put a cap on
that... how have you calcu-
lated this magic number?”
she asked.

Congress MP Shashi
Tharoor reiterated this
point. “The clean-up costs
of the Fukushima disaster

have already exceeded
$182 billion dollars. Cher-
nobyl’s (disaster) impact at
$700 billion dollars... ho-
wever, the total liability as
per this Bill is capped at
13,000 crore (or about
$400 million). This hasn't
changed in 15 years,
doesn’t account for infla-
tion and the experience we
have had so far,” he said.
Mr. Singh said that
13,000 crore was only the
maximum liability of the
plant operator, and if high-
er amounts were required,
it would come in from a nu-
clear insurance pool as
well as additionally, source
funds from the newly pro-
posed Nuclear Liability
Fund (pooled through ta-
riffs). “The reason for a
‘graded operator liability”
was because it was neces-
sary to encourage compa-
nies to invest in developing
small reactors,” he said.

RS CLEARS INSURANCE BILL
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1. What is the SHANTI Bill, 2025?

The SHANTI Bill 2025 stands for Sustainable Harnessing and Advancement of Nuclear Energy for

Transforming India Bill.

SHANTI f&@ 2025 &1 QRT 910 JRATH EHIAT US TSTIHAC W =Ifdeiar TS BR giabIHT gfedr fad &l

It was passed by the Lok Sabha to reform India’s civil nuclear energy framework.

SIBIHT gRTHRA & fAfde Ffawizr 3atf e A R & foiw 53 utlka fasar mam|

The Bill replaces outdated provisions of the Atomic Energy Act, 1962 and the Civil Liability for Nuclear
Damage Act, 2010.
I Qe Qs gae 1962 3R =Jfawiir sAs fafde arsfafaic! Tae 2010 &1 Rt rarensif & agadT |

2. Objectives of the Bill
The main objective is to expand nuclear power capacity to meet India’s long-term energy needs.

T 38T MIRA ! GIHBIeds 3311 AaLAdGAT3 &b feig URHTY] 35311 &MHdT BT faRdR BT |

It aims to support clean energy transition and help achieve net-zero emission targets.

IE LI Hoi1 JHHUT bt HET 2dT & 31 Ac-31R I (78T UItd B3 A Heg PHdT 2|



2. Objectives of the Bill

The main objective is to expand nuclear power capacity to meet India’s long-term energy needs.

TR 382 HIRA B! GBI 31l MaABAT3H &b foTg URHTU] 5311 &HdT BT faidR &=AT &

It aims to support clean energy transition and help achieve net-zero emission targets.
UE T Hot1 HHUT &bt HeF dT & 31k Ae-31R) I (18T UTd B34 A Hee BdT 2l

3. Key Provisions of SHANTI Bill

(a) Private Sector Participation
The Bill allows private Indian companies to build, own, and operate nuclear power plants under

government licensing.
gl

Foreign investment is allowed through joint ventures with Indian entities.

fagelt fAder vRdtT T3l & J1e W 3eH & ATeIH A 3(Ad &



(b) Liability Framework Reform
The Bill removes supplier liability in case of nuclear accidents.

faet uwTU] gHeAT @Y fRIfd # smgfdadl &t Sadr &) JHIE BT 2|

Liability is capped on plant operators based on reactor capacity.

AT TAToTeh| ol STAT B! FRuaez &WdT & MR R HifFd faeam mam 2

(c) Government Control Retained
The government retains exclusive control over nuclear fuel, radioactive waste, and security-sensitive

operations.

TIHR WRHIY] g, AsAerdT sraferee 3k JRen-wdgaeite nfafafeat ur fAz=or gamg wdt 21

Strategic decision-making remains with the central government.

rHifae fAofa-fAnfor &g IRBR & 9 & @

(d) Strengthening Regulation
The Atomic Energy Regulatory Board is given statutory status.

Qe TAsi Yaedt s @Y denfie g1t e favam mar &

This strengthens nuclear safety, oversight, and accountability mechanisms.

3T WA JRaf, AR 3R STareest @razen #sgd gdt 21



4. Significance of the Bill
This is the first major opening of India’s nuclear power sector to private participation.

g VIR & TRAT] 3511 & | st uriigRt &) uget agt uge &1

It is expected to boost investment, technology transfer, and reactor construction speed.

3T fAA2r, dep-ldh! gxdiaRor 3k Ruaer fAntor & nfd gga & 3wl &1

The Bill supports India’s target of achieving around 100 GW nuclear capacity by 2047.
IE 2047 d& T 100 THTTATE URHTY] &/HdT & @ed BT IHefT dT &

5. Criticism and Concerns
Opposition parties argue that removing supplier liability may reduce accountability in case of accidents.

faugft el &1 BT & fob ITyfdeparl &t qadr geA A gHed & fRAfd A saracdt &H & Tl &l

Concerns are raised regarding public safety and transparency.

STH-JRE&MT 3R IREfRIAT B AR faard @rad &1 78 &



With reference to the SHANTI Bill, 2025, consider the following statements:
SHANTI fda 2025 & dgH A fA-fefard wel o= faar &9

1. It allows private companies to operate nuclear power plants.
I fAsi dufadl o gAY fAsTelt Jd= dafad &4 ot 3rAfd gaT gl
2. It removes supplier liability in nuclear accidents.

g URATU] GE A3 B 3MYfddsal bl 3T bl THT &R &

3. It transfers control of nuclear fuel management to private operators.

I URATU] S8/ Yaier o1 fivr fAsf Jamad! o) &ar 2|

Which of the statements given above are correct?

IR H A BIH-3 BT &t 82

(a) 1and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1and 3 only
(d)1, 2and 3



U.S. labels Venezuela’s govt. a ‘terrorist’ regime,
orders blockade of sanctioned oil tanker traffic

Stanly Johny

U.S. President Donald
Trump has ordered “a total
and complete blockade” of
all sanctioned oil tankers
entering and leaving Vene-
zuela, and labelled the go-
vernment of President Ni-
colas Maduro “a foreign
terrorist  organisation”,
sharply escalating his pres-
sure campaign against the
South American nation.

In a social media post,
Mr. Trump said the “the il-
legitimate Maduro regime
is using oil” from the fields
stolen from the U.S., “to fi-
nance themselves”.

“For the theft of our as-
sets, and many other rea-
sons, including terrorism,
drug smuggling, and hu-
man trafficking, the Vene-

CM

The Trump administration’s decision to target tankers is expected to
increase economic pressure on Nicolas Maduro's regime. REUTERS

zuelan regime has been de-
signated a foreign terrorist
organization,” wrote Mr.
Trump. “Therefore, today,
I am ordering a total and
complete blockade of all
sanctioned oil tankers go-
ing into, and out of,
Venezuela.”
)

Mr. Trump’s announce-
ment came days after the
U.S. seized a tanker carry-
ing Venezuelan crude off
its coast, tightening its
stranglehold over the Ma-
duro regime. The U.S. has
already carried out dozens
of air strikes in the Carib-

bean and Eastern Pacific
waters on boats which it
said were carrying drugs.
The U.S. is also building up
military presence around
Venezuela, triggering spec-
ulations that it could start a
new bombing campaign in-
side the country.

The U.S. says the Madu-
ro regime is closely tied to
a drug cartel, without pro-
viding any evidence.

0il blockade ‘irrational’
When the U.S. seized the
tanker, MTr. Maduro
showed defiance and ac-
cused Washington of naval
piracy. “We have to be like
warriors, with one eye
peeled and the other as
well,” he said.

On Wednesday, in res-
ponse to the blockade, the

Venezuelan government
said in a statement: “The
President of the United
States is trying in an abso-
lutely irrational manner to
impose a supposed mili-
tary naval blockade on Ve-
nezuela to steal the riches
of our homeland. Venezue-
la will never go back to be-
ing a colony of the empire,
nor any other foreign
power.”

But the Trump adminis-
tration’s decision to target
the tankers is expected to
enhance the economic
pressure on the already
embattled regime of Mr.
Maduro. Crude sales repre-
sent more than 90% of Ve-
nezuela’s export income.
The U.S. blockade could
further squeeze the go-
vernment’s finances.



Where is Venezuela and Why did President Trump Talk about "Military Option"?

UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA

VENEZUELA




MILITARY

United States Navy ships in the Caribbean

The United States has deployed several naval warships carrying more than 4,500
sailors and marines to the southern Caribbean amid tensions with Venezuela over
drug cartel operations.
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1. What is the News?

The United States has labelled the Venezuelan government under President Nicolas Maduro as a terrorist

regime.

YR I 3ARBT A IgUfd AP AIGR & A aTei! IASJQeT IBR P ATdbdIg! M Bifed fasar 21

The U.S. has ordered a total blockade of sanctioned oil tanker traffic entering and leaving Venezuela.

3MRBT A AT | Ud2r 3R fAdRT B aiat ufdefeia da <ot bt guf A1dsedt &1 3meer fGar 8|

2. Key Actions Taken by the United States

The U.S. ordered a complete naval and economic blockade of sanctioned oil tankers.

3Rt A wfdeferd dw $mY uR guf AidfAdws 3k snfefe Ardbact @my &Y 81

The decision escalates economic and diplomatic pressure on the Maduro regime.

I fAufa A1gRt 2 WR anfefes 31k gelfdes gara & 3ik grdr 2|

The U.S. claims Venezuelan oil revenues are used to finance illegal activities.

3T &1 STaT & 6 AT BT dct AT 3rder fafaferay & famaiyor § 3 8 @ &1



3. U.S. Justification
The U.S. accuses the Maduro government of links with drug trafficking and organized crime.

IARBT HIGRY IRBR R ATGH UG dxB:t 3R JTfEd 3raRTer d 58 &1 BT 3R «7TdT 8|

It alleges misuse of oil exports to fund terrorism, smuggling, and human trafficking.

ae fAatd &1 3UNT 3Tddare, dpdt 3R AT a3t & AT fbT ST &1 3MRIT & IT=IT 73T 2

4. Venezuela's Response
The Venezuelan government has rejected the terrorist label as illegitimate.

IAITAT IRBR A ATdHArG BfSd fbg 1A &Y 37de gar gl

It accused the U.S. of economic aggression and naval piracy.

AASTAT A 3MREBT R 3nfefes 3MHHUT 3R A6 e BT 3R @R 2|

The government stated it will not accept foreign domination.

IBR A BEl & o ag ot vl faget i & TeR 98 st



5. Economic Impact
Oil exports account for more than 90 percent of Venezuela's export earnings.

A fFafa dAs[een &t pot Fafa sma &1 90 vfderd J sifties fEr &l

The blockade is expected to further squeeze Venezuela's economy.

ATdhdct & ARG B rfTaRAT TR 3R ga1d UgA 6 IHTGAT |

It may worsen inflation, shortages, and humanitarian conditions.

ST HgRWIfd, a3t & wHl 3R AFdla Jdbe 98 JabdT &l

6. Strategic and Geopolitical Significance
The move represents an escalation in U.S.—Latin America tensions.

IE BeH ARSI 3R dfea 3mfieht 22 & T d=1d &bl da1dT 2|

It raises concerns about the use of unilateral sanctions and blockades.

The situation highlights the weaponization of trade and energy supply.

Ig feifd @R 31k 31t 3gfd & feariasor ! gerfdt &1



Aspect

Cocaine transit via Venezuela

Annual cocaine flow

US cocaine consumption

US seizures linked to Venezuela

US drug deaths (overall)
Cocaine overdose deaths (US)
US reward on Maduro (2020)
US reward on Diosdado Cabello
Venezuelan military accused

US sanctions imposed

Key Data/ Numbers

~25-30% of Colombian cocaine passes
through Venezuela

200-250 tonnes/year move via Venezuelan
routes

~90% of cocaine in US originates from
Colombia (via Venezuela & Central America)

Over 100 tonnes (2020-2024) seized linked
to Venezuelan routes

~110,000 deaths/year (all drugs, 2023—-24)
~27,000 deaths/year

$15 million bounty announced

$10 million bounty

Senior officials alleged to aid trafficking
2017, 2019, 2020, 2023 (expanded)



Actor
Colombian cartels
Mexican cartels (Sinaloa, CJNG)

Venezuelan officials (alleged)

“Cartel of the Suns”

FARC dissidents

Role

Cocaine production

Distribution to US

Transit protection & logistics

Alleged network within Venezuelan
military

Border trafficking support



Issue

Narco-state allegations

Political hostility
Weak border control
Corruption

US sanctions impact

Regional instability

Explanation

US accuses Venezuela of state-backed drug trafficking

Maduro govt vs US-backed opposition
Colombia—Venezuela border (~2,200 km) porous
Military & political protection alleged

Reduced cooperation, increased smuggling

Drugs - crime - migration




With reference to economic sanctions and blockades, consider the following statements:
anfefes gfdder 3k Ardbadl & o & fA-fafad weHl iR faar &3
1. Oil-dependent economies are more vulnerable to sanctions.
Ad-fnfR sref@razent ufdeel & ufd 3ifeie Tdeaeita gdt &
2. Naval blockades are a form of economic coercion.
FrafTad Ardbecl anfefds gaTa BT T Y &

3. Sanctions always require approval of the United Nations Security Council.

gfdedel & g gren Agam IS IR uRyg 6l Wipfd 3maedd gidt &l

Which of the statements given above are correct?

IR B A BIH-3 BT &t &2

(a) 1and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3
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Indian Army leaves for Desert
Cyclone-II military exercise

An Indian Army contingent has departed for the
United Arab Emirates (UAE) to participate in the
second edition of the India-UAE Joint Military
Exercise DESERT CYCLONE-II, scheduled to be
held at Abu Dhabi from December 18 to 30.
According to the Defence Ministry, the Indian
contingent comprised 45 personnel, primarily
drawn from a battalion of the Mechanised
Infantry Regiment. The UAE Land Forces will be
represented by a contingent of similar strength
from the 53 Mechanised Infantry Battalion. Aim
of the exercise is to enhance interoperability and
further strengthen defence cooperation between
the Indian Army and the UAE Land Forces.




1. What is the News?

The Indian Army contingent has departed for the United Arab Emirates to participate in Exercise Desert

Cyclone-Il.

VR 3T BT gl T 3RT IHRT | 331E AT -1l F=T 30T W W A4 & g arm gam 21

This is the second edition of the India-UAE Joint Military Exercise.

TE MRA-YTE Y V=T 30T BT GIRT ATBRT &

2. Location and Duration
The exercise is being held at Abu Dhabi.
AL 3N 31 eTelt ® 3MANfSia fasa s e 81

The exercise is scheduled from December 18 to December 30.

NI 18 fédeR A 30 fedeR dd 3mAfaid g



4. Aim of the Exercise
The primary aim is to enhance interoperability between the Indian Army and the UAE Land Forces.

& 38R YRAII J1 3R YU ot J41 & & 3idR-JaATe & dT bl 8T 8

The exercise seeks to further strengthen bilateral defence cooperation.

IE I fgueiiar & Tga &Y 3R Heigd &7 BT YIR BRAT 8 |

5. Strategic Significance

Joint military exercises improve coordination, trust, and operational readiness.

T =T 3NIT A, faear 3R uReEmed dcRd &) 9@1d & |

The exercise reflects the growing strategic partnership between India and the UAE.

A€ 3T YRA 3R Jug & 't gadl WHIaE ATeiert Y gelfar e

Mechanised warfare training is important for desert and semi-desert operations.

AT 31R 3ref ATt &= & AdbATsss I Wfereror Hgaayguf g1 &1



With reference to Exercise Desert Cyclone-Il, consider the following statements:
S31¢ ATgdilA-11 3nI & FHeH A fATEfEd Bl iR faur &2
1. ltis ajoint military exercise between India and the United Arab Emirates.
IE ¥Rd 3R Igad 3R9 3R & &g dgad A=T 30T 2
2. The exercise focuses on enhancing interoperability between the land forces of both countries.
3T a1AY 22N Y ofet A137 & & IdR-TATeT &HdT g8 WR dBfed &l
3. Itis conducted exclusively as a naval exercise.

IE Pbdd b 3N & ®Y B ATANd fbar Siar 21

Which of the statements given above are correct?

IR A A BIT-T B Jal 22

(a) 1and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3
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How is the Aravalli range to be protected?

Ilm do the \I'JVHIH hills' and rmgcﬂ prevent the desertification of the Indo-( ;angetic plain" Whal were the rcmmmcndatium of the Central E]n[xmered

EXPLAINER

lacob Koshy

The story so far:
he Supreme Court (SC), in an
order last month, settled on a
uniform definition of the
Aravalll hifls and ranges, and
paused the grant of fresh mining leases
inside its areas spanning Delhi, Haryana,

Rajasthan and Gujarat,
What is the range's significance?
Apart from being nearly two billion years

old and India's oldest mountain range,
they serve as an important ecological
barrier w prevent the desertification of
the Indo-Gangetic plains. They help arrest
the eastward spread of the Thar Desert
into Haryana, Rajasthan and western
Uttar Pradesh, and play a major role in
stabilising climate, supporting
biodiversity, and recharging groundwater,
Stretching from Delhi to Gujarat across
650 km, the mountains support
water-recharge systems and are the
source of important rivers such as the
Chambal, Sabarmati, and Lund. It Is richly
endowed with sandstone, limestone,
marble, granite, and minerals such as
lead, zinc, copper, gold, and tungsten.
While historically mined for these
resourees, it has in the past four decades
been quarried for stone and
sand. This has contributed to
deteriorating air quality as well as
plummeting groundwater recharge. A
proportion of the mining has also been
illegal, The Court noted that India is
bound by intemational commitments,
under the UN Convention to Combat
Desertification, to protect vulnerable
ecosystems such as the Aravalll range.

Was action taken mining?

The Environment Ministry, since the early
1990s, has laid down rules restricting
mining to only sanctioned projects but
these have been flagrantly violated. In
2009, the SC stepped in and imposed a

Threatened landscape: A sunrise against the Aravali mountan ranges i Ajmer, Ragasthan, in 2022, 4

blanket ban on mining in the Faridabad,
Gurugram, and Mewat districts of
Haryana. In May 2024, the SC prohiblted
granting of fresh mining leases and
renewals in the range and directed its
Central Empowered Committee (CEC) to
undertake a detailed examination, leading
to a set of recommendations submitted in
March 2024. The CEC proposed a
comprehensive approach that included a
complete scientific mapping of the
Aravalli range across all States; a
macro-evel environmental impact
assessment of mining activities; and strict
prohibition of mining in ecologically
sensitive areas such as protected habltats,
water bodies, tiger corridors, key aquifer
recharge zones and areas within the
National Capital Region. It urged stringent
regulation of stone-crushing units. It also
recommended that no new mining leases
or renewals be permitted until proper
mapping and impact assessments were

completed. These recommendations were
taken up by the Court in its order of
November 2025, Futher, in June, 2025,
the Centre started an Aravalli ‘Green Wall'
project. The plan is to expand green cover
in the five-km buffer area around the
Aravallis in 29 districts of Gujarat,
Rajasthan, Haryana and Delhi. The
government said this initiative will play a
crucial role in restoring 26 million
hectares of degraded land by 2030.

Why a uniform definition?

The Court found that States were using
inconsistent criteria to identify Aravalki
formations. There have also been
differing definitions, including by expert
groups such as the Forest Survey of India
(FSD on what makes up ‘Aravalli Hills and
Ranges.' In 2010, the FSI had said hills
with “(1) slope »3°, (ii) foothill buffer
100m, (iii) Inter hill distance or valley
width« 500m and (iv) the area enclosed

| by above defined hills from all sides,”

would make up Aravalli hill and ranges.
To resolve this, it constituted a committee
comprising representatives from the
Environment Ministry, the FSI, State
Forest Departments, the Geological
Survey of India and the CEC. This
committee was tasked with creating a
scientifically grounded, nationwide
definition of the Aravallis. The committee
submitted its findings in October 2025,
The SC committee finally ruled that only
hills above 100 metres would make the
cut, The amicus curae, X, Parameswar,

7 that this was too narrow a
definition and potentially opened all the
hills below 100 metres for mining,
compromising “...their continuity and
Integrity. * However, the Additional
Solicitor General, Aishwarya Bhati
countered that the definition on slopes,
foothill buffers etc. as proposed by the FSi
waould, on the contrary, exclude large
areas from the Aravalli Hills and Ranges.
The committee recommendations of
100m was far more inclusive.

What are the SC’s other directions?
The Court directed the preparation of a
detailed Management Plan for Sustainable
Mining (MPSM) covering the entire
Aravalli range. The plan must demarcare
areas where mining must be absolutely
prohibited, identify zones where limited
and highly regulated mining may be
permitted, map sensitive habitats and
wildlife corridors, evaluate cumulative
ecological impacts, determine ecological
carrying capacity, and articulate
restoration and rehabilitation measures.

Why was there no ban on mining?
The Court explained that past
experiences show total bans often lead to
the rise of illegal mining syndicates,
violent sand mafias and unregulated
extraction. The Court therefore opted for
a calibrated approach: existing legal
mlning continues under tight regulation,
new mining is paused until a scientifically
driven plan is prepared, and permanenlly
sensitive areas remain off-limits

THE GIST
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The Environment Ministry,
Snce the early 1990, has Laid
down rules restricting mining
to onky sanctioned projects but
these have been flagrantly
violated

A

In June, 2025, the Centre
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Stretches ~720 km across Gujarat, e
Rajasthan, Haryana and Delhi.

ECOLOGICAL IMPORTANCE

» Acts as a barrier against the
eastward spread of the Thar
Desert.

* Boasts 22 wildlife

Guru Shikhar (1,722 m) on e
Mount Abu is the highest

peak.
Source of important

rivers, including the e——
Chambal.

Redirect monsoon clouds eastwards
during monsoon, supporting sub-
Himalayan rivers & northern plains.

¢=@ . * Supports groundwater
N recharge & filters air
pollution (NCR).

"« Blocks dry winds < Habitat for over 300 plant
from Afghanistan  species, 120 bird species
& Pakistan. & animals.

Formed by orogenic e——
(plate convergence)
processes.

Evidence of mining |
activity since at least
the 5" century BCE. &

Among the oldest fold

mountains in the world, now '
form residual mountains.




ARAVALLI GREEN WALL PROJECT

LT @b
Introduced at COP16 of United /7 \\ NODAL MINISTRY
Nation.s Convention to Combat b’ \ 77 ‘& . Ministry of Inspired by
Desertification held in Riyadh & \l“ by Environment, Forest Africa’s
L —_ :
launched in 2019. =7~ and Climate Change.
Green Wall.
9 9 |
- ---)@ Green barrier against dust & pollution.
- .
- Combat desertification & halt Covers 29 districts
8 --’@ Thar Desert’'s eastward spread. across Haryana, ..J")\>
=2 : . Rajasthan, Gujarat
(+4] Restore biodiversity & boost i ! 5 km wide
< Lt groundwater recharge. and Deihl. 2
n ----)9 Plantation of native species on degraded land
Yy
E g Establishment of around 1,000 nurseries
(v : "@ to support ongoing afforestation.
[y
(™

execution (NGOs, private sector, communities).

Removal of invasive species & water
body restoration.

IMPLEMENTATION

Centrally coordinated, multi-stakeholder

By MAA™ LA™



What is Great Green Wall of Africa (GGW)?

= About:

o GGW is a project launched by African union to restore the continent’s degraded landscapes and
transform millions of lives in the Sahel.

o The project plans 8km wide band of trees stretching 8,000km across Africa.

= Objectives:

o It aims to restore 100 million hectares of currently degraded land.
o Also, the project envisages to sequester 250 million tons of carbon and create 10 million green jobs by

2030.

= Participating countries:

o Eleven countries in the Sahel-Sahara region—Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Sudan, Chad, Niger, Nigeria, Mali,
Burkina Faso, Mauritania, and Senegal have joined to combat land degradation and restore native plant
life to the landscape.
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COUNTRIES

Satellite imagery: Roto Stachdi, NASA Earth Obsarvatory




1. What is the Issue?
The Supreme Court has settled a uniform definition of the Aravalli hills and ranges.

YA BIE 3 3RTaw vgTisal 3k Aforat Bt v FHH TRRMTST a9 B 2

The Court paused the grant of fresh mining leases in Aravalli areas across Delhi, Haryana, Rajasthan and

Gujarat.

1eTerd A fowt, gRATOM, TR 3R [RId & 3R1de! &3 A 98 T4 Ug) R A @S 8|

2. Why are the Aravallis Important?
The Aravalli range is nearly two billion years old and among the world's oldest mountain systems.

IRTTeAt Tdd AT AT &Y 3RG o RIAT 3R feq & Iad QR uda yonferat 7 A v 1

They act as an ecological barrier preventing desertification of the Indo-Gangetic plains.

A 2811 &b ATFY A ST ) b dicit IR fdes aTelT T B Bl &l

The range helps block the eastward expansion of the Thar Desert.

IE AR ASAA b Ud ! 3R bdrd Bl Adbdt 21



3. Ecological and Hydrological Role
The Aravallis help stabilise climate and support biodiversity.

3RTAeHt STeTaT] Bt R w37 31k g fafderar &t gHef g3 # "eg &l gl

They play a critical role in groundwater recharge across north-western India.

& IWR-UfRTH WRd W YaTet GRor § Wyl et fre 2|

Major rivers like Chambal, Sabarmati and Luni originate from the Aravalli system.

dgc, JTeRAdT 3R FOTt St ugE AT sRraw! J FAdsddt gl

4. Mining and Environmental Damage
The region is rich in minerals like limestone, marble, granite, copper, zinc and gold.

I &3 AT UceR, TTHRAR, VTS, did, ST 3k 37 31 JfA= @ I5g 2|

Decades of excessive mining have degraded forests, groundwater and air quality.

GRIPI & AP FAT J a4, HTdl 3R a1 T[T Bt TR BT UgaT &l

A significant portion of mining activities has been illegal.

T nfafafery o1 a7 F/T 3rder |1 2|



5. Past Legal and Policy Actions
Since the early 1990s, mining in the Aravallis has been subject to restrictions.

1990 % G2IP Y BT A 3RTAcH H T R Ufddes g 7Y &

In 2009, the Supreme Court imposed a ban on mining in parts of Haryana.

2009 A FUtH B 4 RN & 8 &1 A T4 IR Ifdee o 2|

Mining bans were imposed in districts such as Faridabad, Gurugram and Mewat.

BRAGIETE, THUH 3R Hard 3 fiell & T[4 R A dme 7 off |

6. Central Empowered Committee Recommendations

The Central Empowered Committee was tasked with examining mining in the Aravalli range.

BT Forad AfAfa BY 3R A FA bl STrd bl BRI 0T 7T 2|

It recommended a scientific, nationwide mapping of the Aravalli range.

TfAfd A 3RTGw! 6 d3fAd 3R 22raamdt Afg & fAwifRer 6

It proposed banning mining in ecologically sensitive areas, wildlife corridors and recharge zones.

21 UlRfEifdes ®u & Jdeoite &=, a=usita nfaar) ik farst 39 & @99 iR ufdses & fGwifRer 6l



7. Uniform Definition of Aravalli
States were using inconsistent criteria to identify Aravalli formations.

IS 3RTTAT T34 BT Uga &b fdiT 3TeTT-376T HIE S 37941 I8

A uniform definition was necessary to prevent legal loopholes.

BT BHAT B Aeh P 6T Tob FAT TRMTST 3Taedh off|

The definition considers elevation, slope, continuity and geological integrity.

TrMTST | 35a18, GoiH, fAaRar 3ik danfids sresdr &) nfie fasar

8. Supreme Court’s Directions

The Court directed preparation of a detailed Management Plan for Sustainable Aravalli.

JUH BIE A 3RTac! & Tdd JdeA P g faxqd Teed ANsH1 dIR &7 &1 fAger faam

The plan must demarcate no-mining zones and highly regulated mining areas.

A1 B gui ufddfeia @= &7 3k &g fAame are & fafFa feg s

It must identify sensitive habitats, wildlife corridors and ecological carrying capacity.

TN FadeaMd 3, a=sia MR 3k uiiRfeifdes ag= &mdr &t ugam 2nfie gn|



» Forest belt likely to run

§ roughly from Porbandar to
Panipat, covering entire Aravali
range and beyond

| » ‘Green wall’ will act as barrier
for dust from west and check
1 eastward march of Thar desert

" ). It will check desertification
| by restoring degraded land




9. Aravalli Green Wall Initiative
The government launched the Aravalli Green Wall project in June 2025.

IAIBR A 5 2025 A 3R1dw! U aTcd TRIANSHT F B

The initiative aims to expand green cover along a five-kilometre buffer zone.

ST UEH Pl 382 UTd fheHie: &b 96 & B gRd 3Tarur ggM[T 8|

It targets restoration of around 26 million hectares of degraded land by 2030.

SIBT @8 2030 A ATHT 2.6 BIS gaedR &ifduRd HfA &1 YU &

10. Why No Complete Ban on Mining?
The Court observed that total bans often increase illegal mining and mafias.

31eTeTd = wgl fas qof ufdder & sraR 3rder ¥4 3k wiftsan ggd &1

A calibrated approach was adopted allowing regulated legal mining.

fAIfAd P! T Bt AT 3@ §T Aqfeid gfeamIon sra=mm |

Ecologically sensitive areas are to remain permanently off-limits.

gRfeifds ®u 3 Jdeq2ita &) & @mit ¥u J ufdsfera @r smemm|



Aspect

Basis

Considered area

Geological coverage

Forest land included

Revenue land included

Scrub land included

Catchment areas

Water recharge zones

Mining interpretation

State-wise application

Minimum / Narrow Definition

Physical hill alignment only

Only visible hill ranges
Exposed rocky hills

X No

X No

X No

X Excluded

X Ignored

Limited ban

Inconsistent

Supreme Court (Expanded) Definition
Ecological + geological continuity
Entire Aravalli ecosystem

Hills + forest land + catchment + ridges
Yes

Yes

Yes

Included

Included

Complete restriction in defined areas

Uniform across states



Category Details

Supreme Court approved a new definition that a landform must have at least 100 metres

What is the 100-metre rule? . . . .
elevation above local relief to be legally recognised as part of the Aravalli Hills. (www.ndtv.com)

Scope of the rule Applies to landforms in Aravalli districts across north-west India. (www.ndtv.com)

Landforms below 100m elevation may not be treated as Aravalli Hills and could be open to
mining / development. (www.ndtv.com)

What happens to land below 100m?

Centre ordered to do detailed scientific mapping and prepare a “sustainable mining plan”; no

Supreme Court directives . . : .
new mining leases until mapping is complete. (www.ndtv.com)

SC has intervened since 1990s to curb unregulated mining, tighten monitoring and rehabilitate

Historical context ;
mined areas. (www.ndtv.com)

Internal Forest Survey of India assessment suggests only 1,048 of 12,081 mapped hills (=8.7%)

Data on hills meeting criteria ; . .
& meet the 100-m benchmark — meaning ~90% might lose protection. (www.ndtv.com)

Experts warn reducing legal footprint risks: habitat loss, groundwater decline, wildlife corridor

Major concerns raised . e . . .
J fragmentation, desertification and poorer air quality especially around NCR. (www.ndtv.com)

Congress leaders criticised the change, calling for immediate review due to environmental &

Political response .
- public health concerns. (www.ndtv.com)

Aravallis act as a green ecological shield, aiding climate regulation, water recharge, and

Why it matters :
v dust/pollution control. (www.ndtv.com)



https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/explained-supreme-courts-100-metre-rule-mining-ban-and-whats-next-for-aravallis-9743943
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/explained-supreme-courts-100-metre-rule-mining-ban-and-whats-next-for-aravallis-9743943
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/explained-supreme-courts-100-metre-rule-mining-ban-and-whats-next-for-aravallis-9743943
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/explained-supreme-courts-100-metre-rule-mining-ban-and-whats-next-for-aravallis-9743943
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/explained-supreme-courts-100-metre-rule-mining-ban-and-whats-next-for-aravallis-9743943
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/explained-supreme-courts-100-metre-rule-mining-ban-and-whats-next-for-aravallis-9743943
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/explained-supreme-courts-100-metre-rule-mining-ban-and-whats-next-for-aravallis-9743943
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/explained-supreme-courts-100-metre-rule-mining-ban-and-whats-next-for-aravallis-9743943
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/explained-supreme-courts-100-metre-rule-mining-ban-and-whats-next-for-aravallis-9743943

With reference to the Aravalli range, consider the following statements:
SR U SEeT 3 Fe | frmfafad wert | f[aR &3
1. The Aravalli range acts as a natural barrier against desertification.
IRTIAT Tdd YT HBRIA BT & [G5g UThfdd 3aNe BT B Bl &
2. All forms of mining have been completely banned in the Aravalli region.
3RTac &7 7 Il UBR & T R gof ufdder o mam gl
3. The Aravalli Green Wall project aims to restore degraded land.

3RTac T afel IRANSTT &1 3827 affdua Y &1 gAelfu |

Which of the statements given above are correct?

IR A A BI-3 B gt 872

(a) 1and 3 only
(b) 1and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3
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India signs pact with Oman
for duty-free exports; will

*INDIA-OMANTRADE

also allow labour mobility

W Exports($bn) MImports($bn) ™ Total trade ($ bn)
$8bn - : 791
684 — 6.54
4.52
$6bn ~
Abn = — A A A~ — e o =
$ et T 0
. [—"""314 4.42
—— & . $2bn— - . e S e e e~
Econemic cosparatisn: Prime Misister Narendra Mod and SuRan of Oman Makdam bin Tarlk overves
S Y S It AT e S Trade Balance: 0.78 Trade Balance: 2.48
Oman, comprising 0.97%  wear, sports gods, plas $0bn l : ; i ]
NEW DELHI of l:xdm total tics, ﬁf;mn. agricultural
M i L I A O T M et 2020-21 202122 202223 202324  2024-25
g:lm m ‘:(:.'l)l I?mm’}nﬁl? I‘nl.l'ynl mﬂﬂm‘ﬂ:l:u‘l‘l‘l:
e A L T T | 5.38 | [ 12.38 | | 106
Inclia duty-free access o ing ot the IndisOman Busi-  products such & agricultu-

98,08% of its tarkl lines,
covering 99.38% of India's
exports to Oman.

India, on the other
hand, has offered lberal-
Ised tariffs on 77.79% of its
towal tarlf Unes, covering
94.81% of what India im-
ports from Oman. Apart
from tarifl remonal on mer-
chandise exports, the deal
also Includes several con-
cessions that are expecred
o benefit India's service
sector, inchuding in terms
of mahility of workers,

The deal was signed n
Muscat by Cammerce and
Industry  Minister

Yoused in the presence of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Sultan Haitham
bin Yarik.

‘Renewed faith’
Indla exported metchan:

ness Forum. “This Is a
bluepring for our futuze. It
will give our trade new v
four and new trust for in
vestiments and will open
the doors of new oppor
unithes n every sector™

This is the first bilaceral
agreement that Oman has
symed with any country
snce it signed a deal with
the LS, In 2006, It & also
the second deal Ind&a bas
signed with & country In
the Gulf Cooperation
Coundil (GCC), the first be-
ing with the United Arab
Emirates in February 2022

Mr. Goyal had also
pointed out that a trade
deal with Oman  also
served as a gateway for In-
dia to the GOC region, east-
e Europe, central Asia,
and Africa,

M. Modi added that the
CEPA would create new
opportunities for growth,
employment and nnova-
tlon for the youth of both

ral goods, Including dalry,
tea, coffee, rubber, and 1o
bacco producs, gold and
stiver  bullion, jeweilery,
and other labour-intersive
proctucts such #s focewear,
sports  goocds, and  the
scrap of many base metals
oux of the deal,

According to the release, a
major highlight of the CE-
PA is the enhanced mabilk
ty framework for Indian

“For the firt tme,
Oman has offered wide-

50r%, together with a lon-
ger permitted duration of
stay for Contractual Ser-
vice Suppliers — extended
from the existing 90 days
to two years, with the pos-
sibility of a further two-

dise worth $4.06 billon o countries, year extersion,” it said.

Oman In 202425, which According to the governy The agreement also pro-
made up 0.93% of India's  ment's press redease, la  vides for more liberal eptry
wtal exports that financial  bour-intensive sectors  and stay conditions for
year, It Imported goods  sach as gems and jewed  skilled professiomals in key

worth §6.5 billion from

lery, textiies, leather, foot-

sectors, the release added.

+

Topitems exported & imported (2024-25)

EXPORTS (in $mn)
'Mineral Fuel ‘

] '

Inorganic
chemicals

1,571.72

379.91

'Machinery & parts 23181

/IMPORTS (in $mn)

Bituminous

Substances 2,990.00

Fertilisers
Rare earth metals

1,069.35
| 40775

174.72

SOURCE: COMMERCE & INDUSTRY MINISTRY

Aircraft & parts

|

Organic chemicals

60874




1. What is the News?
India and Oman have signed a Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement.

WRd 31k 391 A @ 3nfefe ARt IHsia R gieR fbu gl

The agreement provides duty-free exports and facilitates labour mobility.

g JHehar geh-Had fAafa ik sm nfaefierdr & I g1 81

2. Key Trade Provisions

Oman will provide India duty-free access on 98.08 percent of its tariff lines.

3HTT YRd T 3194 98.08 Ufderd SR @Tgl WR Qeh-Had Ugd a1l

This covers about 99.38 percent of India’s exports to Oman.
Ig 3 B YR b @ 99.38 ufderd fFafa &t sar &ar &1

India has offered tariff liberalisation on 77.79 percent of its tariff lines.

YRd A 31Ut 77.79 wfderd SR ATsAT UR Q[wh 3GRIdR0T &l URAbB2l Bi &

This covers about 94.81 percent of India’s imports from Oman.
I 3HH J YR &b dT 94.81 Ufderd 3Td o) daR BdT 2l



3. Sectoral Coverage

Indian products such as engineering goods, pharmaceuticals, textiles, plastics and automobiles will get
full tariff elimination.

ESMfFafiT awqy, gargdl, a9, Wi s 3R sifeHaEs A yrdta 3anel ur gof g amifE gnfti

Labour-intensive sectors like gems and jewellery, leather, footwear and sports goods are expected to
benefit.

TT-3MYEOT, THST, S[ 3R Jet It S sH-wena &1 BT @ fAE b a8

Sensitive products such as dairy, agricultural goods, tobacco and precious metals are excluded.

358, B 3re, darg 3R Hivdt ergat 3 FdeTeia Iware) ot argia J agr T 8|

4. Mobility of Workers

The agreement enhances mobility opportunities for Indian professionals.

U JHSAT R BaR) & faT nfdeierar & g garam 2|

Oman has offered expanded commitments under Mode-4 services.

3T A Hig-4 Jai3it & ded fazaria ufdagan ¢t 21

The quota for intra-corporate transferees has been increased from 20 percent to 50 percent.

EET-BRURE B & fAT Bier 20 ufderd @ g 50 wfderd fear mar 21

Contractual service suppliers will get longer stay permits.

Pl Ja1 TaTarsi B @a I9a & fog 38 6t 3rfa et



5. Strategic and Economic Significance
This is India’s first bilateral trade agreement with Oman.

€ WA T AT P J1el Yga fguafta emar grgiar 21

It is India’s second trade agreement with a Gulf Cooperation Council country.

g WIS FEA URNg & St 32r & Aol WRA BT GIHRT ATIR FHIAT 21

Oman serves as a gateway for Indian trade to the Gulf, Europe, Central Asia and Africa.

3 MRA & AT e, R, wea i 3k 3vhieT dd @R &1 9del gR &l

6. Trade Snapshot
India exported goods worth over 4 billion dollars to Oman in the last financial year.

faoa fad g & ¥RA 3 3HE BT 4 3Rd Tk A 31f8e &1 fAafa fasan

Imports from Oman were valued at around 6.5 billion dollars.
A B MRA T ATATd @THT 6.5 3R STk &1 T

Oman accounts for less than 1 percent of India’s total trade.

3NHHE MRA & S AR § 1 9fdera 3 Wt & FRgR e 81



With reference to the India—Oman CEPA, consider the following statements:
HWRA-3NH CEPA & gy H fA-feifaid el uR faar &2
1. It provides duty-free access to most Indian exports to Oman.

IE 3MAH | AfEHier R fAafd B! g[wb-Had Ugd adT &l

2. It includes provisions to facilitate movement of Indian professionals.

SUH YRATT GRRY Y ATATSTTE! B! JITH g1 & YTae A &

3. It eliminates tariffs on all agricultural products traded between India and Oman.

g YRA 3R 3HM & &g It BT IAG] IR Q[eth JHTE HdT &

Which of the statements given above are correct?

IR A & BHH-3 B9 &t 82

(a) 1and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3
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Sculptor Ram Sutar,
who made Statue of
Unity, passes away

Press Trust of India
MUMBAI

Ram V. Sutar, the legen-
dary sculptor whose crea-
tions, including the Statue
of Unity, defined the coun-
try's public art landscape.
He was instrumental in giv-
ing Indian memorial sculp-
ture global recognition.

Sutar passed away on
Wednesday night at the age
of 100.

Among his vast body of
work are statues of Mahat-
ma Gandhi at the Parlia-
ment complex, and Dr B.R.
Ambedkar. Also known as
the “statue man”, he com-
manded immense respect
for his unparalleled mas-
tery over bronze and
stone.

He was born on Febru-
ary 19, 1925, in Gondur vil-
lage of Maharashtra’s
Dhule district.

He attained global pro-
minence as the chief sculp-

Ram Sutar

tor of the Statue of Unity,
the 182-metre statue of Sar-
dar Vallabhbhai Patel in
Gujarat's Kevadia. The pro-
ject, which created the
world's tallest statue, ce-
mented his reputation as a
master of monumental art.
For his contribution to
art, Sutar received several
prestigious honours, in-
cluding the Padma Shri
and Padma Bhushan, as
well as the Maharashtra
Bhushan, Maharashtra’s
highest civilian award.



Renowned sculptor Ram Sutar, creator of the Statue of Unity, has passed away at the age of 100.

WL 3T gfAct & fAntar ufig gfdeRr 0 AR &1 100 a¥ & 31 A e g T

He was one of India’s most influential public artists.

d VRd & Jda YHTI2ATeAT JTd T4 BATbRI A A TP e

2. Early Life and Background

Ram Sutar was born on February 19, 1925, in Gondur village of Dhule district, Maharashtra.

IH FAR BT 5TH 19 B3I 1925 I HERTSE &b &fe 5Ted b TR Tia | g3 &l

He rose from a humble background to global artistic prominence.

d TTYRUT J5HA F 35 dfedds TA1fd UTd 637 Tl BeflbR a4 |



3. Major Works
He was the chief sculptor of the Statue of Unity in Gujarat.

3 TRIE e R 3% gfAet & §5a Jfdsr |

The Statue of Unity is the world’s tallest statue at 182 metres and depicts Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel.
W 3 gfAct 182 wier FHat faea FHt gad ot wfawr & 3k I IR aeemiTg uew &t gerfet &1

He also created statues of Mahatma Gandhi at the Parliament complex.

I dHe ufER A "gre mieft &Y wfawr o1 famfor fam

He sculpted the iconic statue of Dr B R Ambedkar.
3211 31, a1, 3R, 3dsHR B g wiaar Wt 91|

4. Artistic Legacy
Ram Sutar was popularly known as the “Statue Man of India."

T AR B! A BT FY A “HRd &S L& /A" & A9 J STHT STaT 2|

He mastered monumental sculpture using bronze and stone.

381 BT 3R geeR A fenat gfdwan 7 3fgdta gerar afde &

His works shaped India's public art and memorial culture.

376! Hfad! A MRA &t IidifAd Har 3R FRES FWpia B HR &G
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Rajya Sabha passes Bill to allow
private firms in nuclear sector

Amendments to SHANTI Bill and proposal to send it to a panel, moved by Opposition MPs, defeated in a voice vote; Jairam

Ramesh warns against relaxation of any liability norms while Jitendra Singh says there will be no compromise with safety

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

ith the Rajya

Sabha also

clearing the
Sustainable  Harnessing
and Advancement of Nu-
clear Energy for Trans-
forming India (SHANTI)
Bill on Thursday, the Union
government said the Bill
seeks to reduce the depen-
dence on fossil fuels and
increase the capacity of In-
dia’s atomic energy sector.

Senior Congress MP Jai-
ram Ramesh, who initiated
a debate, claimed that the
Bill was brought with the
intention of increasing the
contribution of private
companies in the nuclear
sector. Mr. Ramesh warned
the Centre against any re-
laxation in liability norms
and cited the example of
France, where all nuclear
reactors are under govern-
ment control.

The amendments to the
Bill and the proposal to
send the Bill to a Select
Committee, moved by Op-
position MPs, were defeat-
ed in a voice vote.

Big change: Union Minister Jitendra Singh speaking in the Rajya
Sabha during the Winter Session of Parliament on Thursday. ani

Countering the Opposi-
tion charges, Minister of
State for Department of
Atomic Energy Jitendra
Singh said that nuclear
power is a reliable source
of energy, unlike other re-
newable energy options.
He said there will be no
compromise with safety.
Mr. Singh said there has
been no report of any ra-
diation-related hazards to
the public from any Indian
reactors.

Mr. Ramesh said, “The
Narendra Modi govern-
ment has the habit of ig-

noring the milestones
achieved by past govern-
ments."” He said the BJP op-
posed the nuclear deal bet-
ween India and America in
2008. “The BJP had then
said that there is not much
future in nuclear energy. It
is because of the nuclear
deal that happened in
2008 that now the BJP can
think of such a Bill,” he
said.

“Our country has the ca-
pacity — we have installed
plants of 220 megawatts
and 540 megawatts. Utilise
that capacity. Similarly, the

government had brought
farm laws to benefit the
private sector, which had
to be withdrawn. This Bill
should not be vendor-dri-
ven. We are self-reliant in
the matter of nuclear pow-
er. So, promote indigenous
technology,” Mr. Ramesh
said. He said the private
sector will bring capital,
not technology.

‘Will shape sector’
Harsh Vardhan Shringla,
MP, said the country
stands at a decisive junc-
ture in its energy journey
and the SHANTI Bill will
shape the civil nuclear sec-
tor for generations, ending
fragmented governance
and creating an invest-
ment-ready framework.
“This is not privatisation;
this is partnership with ac-
countability,” he said.
Trinamool Congress MP
Sagarika Ghose said the Bill
is fundamentally danger-
ous. “This Bill brings neith-
er Shanti nor security... we
are not debating whether
India should pursue nu-
clear energy, India has al-
ways pursued nuclear

energy responsibly for de-
cades...” she said.

DMK MP P. Wilson said
the Bill was a “nuclear
bomb which threatens the
country’s peace and secur-
ity”. “There is nothing
peaceful, nothing sustaina-
ble, nothing transforma-
tive about this legislation.
On the contrary, itis a reck-
less, dangerous and deeply
flawed attempt to privatise
one of the most sensitive
and high-risk sectors of a
nation — the nuclear ener-
gy sector,” he said.

Unions oppose Bill

The legislation will dis-
mantle India’s carefully
built nuclear safety and ac-
countability framework
and opens the most hazar-
dous energy sector to
large-scale private and fo-
reign participation, the Na-
tional Coordination Com-
mittee  of  Electricity
Employees and Engineers,
the platform of 10 central
trade unions and the Samy-
ukt Kisan Morcha (SKM)
said in a joint statement. It
says it would oppose the
“draconian” Bill
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Word of the day

Ostracise:

expel from a community or group; avoid
speaking to or dealing with

SYynoNnyms: ban, banish, blackball,
cast out, shun

Usa g€ Ever since | spoke up, my colleagues
have ostracised me.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/ostracisepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /'Dstiasaiz/
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