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“Nature does not collapse in a 
day; it is slowly erased by 
permissions granted in silence.”



































Aspect Key Data / Numbers

Cocaine transit via Venezuela
~25–30% of Colombian cocaine passes 

through Venezuela

Annual cocaine flow
200–250 tonnes/year move via Venezuelan 

routes

US cocaine consumption
~90% of cocaine in US originates from 

Colombia (via Venezuela & Central America)

US seizures linked to Venezuela
Over 100 tonnes (2020–2024) seized linked 

to Venezuelan routes

US drug deaths (overall) ~110,000 deaths/year (all drugs, 2023–24)

Cocaine overdose deaths (US) ~27,000 deaths/year

US reward on Maduro (2020) $15 million bounty announced

US reward on Diosdado Cabello $10 million bounty

Venezuelan military accused Senior officials alleged to aid trafficking

US sanctions imposed 2017, 2019, 2020, 2023 (expanded)



Actor Role

Colombian cartels Cocaine production

Mexican cartels (Sinaloa, CJNG) Distribution to US

Venezuelan officials (alleged) Transit protection & logistics

“Cartel of the Suns”
Alleged network within Venezuelan 
military

FARC dissidents Border trafficking support



Issue Explanation

Narco-state allegations US accuses Venezuela of state-backed drug trafficking

Political hostility Maduro govt vs US-backed opposition

Weak border control Colombia–Venezuela border (~2,200 km) porous

Corruption Military & political protection alleged

US sanctions impact Reduced cooperation, increased smuggling

Regional instability Drugs → crime → migration







































Aspect Minimum / Narrow Definition Supreme Court (Expanded) Definition

Basis Physical hill alignment only Ecological + geological continuity

Considered area Only visible hill ranges Entire Aravalli ecosystem

Geological coverage Exposed rocky hills Hills + forest land + catchment + ridges

Forest land included ❌ No ✅ Yes

Revenue land included ❌ No ✅ Yes

Scrub land included ❌ No ✅ Yes

Catchment areas ❌ Excluded ✅ Included

Water recharge zones ❌ Ignored ✅ Included

Mining interpretation Limited ban Complete restriction in defined areas

State-wise application Inconsistent Uniform across states



Category Details

What is the 100-metre rule?
Supreme Court approved a new definition that a landform must have at least 100 metres 
elevation above local relief to be legally recognised as part of the Aravalli Hills. (www.ndtv.com)

Scope of the rule Applies to landforms in Aravalli districts across north-west India. (www.ndtv.com)

What happens to land below 100m?
Landforms below 100m elevation may not be treated as Aravalli Hills and could be open to 
mining / development. (www.ndtv.com)

Supreme Court directives
Centre ordered to do detailed scientific mapping and prepare a “sustainable mining plan”; no 
new mining leases until mapping is complete. (www.ndtv.com)

Historical context
SC has intervened since 1990s to curb unregulated mining, tighten monitoring and rehabilitate 
mined areas. (www.ndtv.com)

Data on hills meeting criteria
Internal Forest Survey of India assessment suggests only 1,048 of 12,081 mapped hills (≈8.7%)
meet the 100-m benchmark — meaning ~90% might lose protection. (www.ndtv.com)

Major concerns raised
Experts warn reducing legal footprint risks: habitat loss, groundwater decline, wildlife corridor 
fragmentation, desertification and poorer air quality especially around NCR. (www.ndtv.com)

Political response
Congress leaders criticised the change, calling for immediate review due to environmental & 
public health concerns. (www.ndtv.com)

Why it matters
Aravallis act as a green ecological shield, aiding climate regulation, water recharge, and 
dust/pollution control. (www.ndtv.com)

https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/explained-supreme-courts-100-metre-rule-mining-ban-and-whats-next-for-aravallis-9743943
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/explained-supreme-courts-100-metre-rule-mining-ban-and-whats-next-for-aravallis-9743943
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/explained-supreme-courts-100-metre-rule-mining-ban-and-whats-next-for-aravallis-9743943
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/explained-supreme-courts-100-metre-rule-mining-ban-and-whats-next-for-aravallis-9743943
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/explained-supreme-courts-100-metre-rule-mining-ban-and-whats-next-for-aravallis-9743943
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/explained-supreme-courts-100-metre-rule-mining-ban-and-whats-next-for-aravallis-9743943
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/explained-supreme-courts-100-metre-rule-mining-ban-and-whats-next-for-aravallis-9743943
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/explained-supreme-courts-100-metre-rule-mining-ban-and-whats-next-for-aravallis-9743943
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/explained-supreme-courts-100-metre-rule-mining-ban-and-whats-next-for-aravallis-9743943




































Thank you ☺


