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* “Success doesn’t come from what you do occasionally,
it comes from what you do consistently.”
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13 dead as rain, flash floods batter Dehradun

Swallen rivers and 192-om raintall swept away
or severely damaged several homes and hotels
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13 dead as rain, flash floods batter Dehradun

Swollen rivers and 192-mm rainfall swept away
or severely damaged several homes and hotels

Ishita Mishra

NEW DELHI

t least 13 people
A were killed and 16
have been missing

after overnight torrential
rain and flash floods
wreaked havoc in Dehra-

dun and surrounding areas
in Uttarakhand on
Tuesday.

Heavy rain battered the
Sahastradhara area, a tou-
rist spot in Dehradun.
Shops, small hotels and
homes in the market area
were washed away or hea-
vily damaged. Tapkeshwar,
a Shiva temple, was sub-
merged. The India Meteor-
ological Department, Deh-
radun, issued a red alert on

Tuesday.
According to the district
administration, Sahas-

tradhara received 192 mm
of rainfall within five to six
hours, while 141 mm was
recorded in the Mal Devta
area. jolly Grant Airport,
Mussoorie, Hathibarkala

got more than 90 mm rain
during the intervening
night of Monday and
Tuesday.

Dehradun District Ma-
gistrate Savin Bansal said
that of the 13 victims, eight
were passengers of a trac-

tor trolley that was stuck in
the Tons river near Vikas
Nagar. Till Tuesday even-
ing, three persons were
critically injured in rain-re-
lated incidents. Agencies
rescued more than 500 pe-
ople and the rain left more

Rescuers are working to evacuate 500 students
trapped in the Dev Bhoomi Institute in Paundha

than 23 roads blocked, and
bridges damaged.

Chief Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami, who rode an
earthmover and inspected
the damage, directed offi-
cials to step up relief ef-
forts. A communique from

the State government said
that PM Narendra Modi
and Home Minister Amit
Shah had offered full help
in the rescue operations.
An official involved in
the efforts said, “Teams are
working to evacuate 500

l‘u

: P e e _
n Uttarakhand, on Tuesday. asp

T £t
| 8 s

students trapped in the
Dev Bhoomi Institute in
Paundha. Six people were
rescued from Heritage Ho-
tel in Mussoorie. Around
10-15 people stuck at Little
Heaven Hotel in Mussoorie
were safely evacuated.”

Uttarakhand CM inspects damage, instructs
officials to step up relief efforts; PM offers help

“Sad news has been re-
ceived that some shops
were damaged due to hea-
vy late at night in Sahas-
tradhara, Dehradun. The
administration, SDRF, and
police are on the scene, en-
gaged in relief and rescue
operations. I am in con-
stant contact with the local
administration and perso-
nally monitoring the situa-
tion. I pray to God for eve-
ryone’s safety,” the Chief
Minister wrote on X.

Uttarakhand has wit-
nessed extensive damage
in the monsoon season this
year. The Garhwal region
has been worst hit, where
flash floods engulfed Dha-
rali village in Uttarkashi
district, leaving one dead
and 68 missing for the past
50 days.

Prime Minister Modi has
announced financial assis-
tance of ¥1,200 crore for
Uttarakhand although the
State has assessed that
floods have caused a loss of
around ¥7,500 crore.



e Casualties: 13 people killed, 16 missing.

e Rainfall: 192 mm in Sahastradhara (tourist spot), 141 mm in Mal Devta area, >90 mm across
Mussoorie & Hathibarkala.

 Damage: Shops, small hotels, homes washed away; Tapkeshwar Mahadev temple submerged.

» Blocked roads: 23+ roads and bridges.

» Rescue Ops: SDRF, Police, Army; >500 rescued.

e Students trapped: 500 in Dev Bhoomi Institute, Paundha.

Government Response

e CM Pushkar Singh Dhami: inspected, directed relief efforts.
« PM Modi: announced 21,200 crore aid.

o Estimated loss: ~27,500 crore.



™ Background & Context

1. Geography

« Uttarakhand = fragile Himalayan ecosystem, prone to landslides, flash floods.
« Sahastradhara - famous karst & limestone cave region, attracts tourists, highly erosion-prone.

» Tons River & tributaries prone to cloudburst flooding.

2. Climatic Factors

» Monsoon intensification: Heavy rainfall linked with climate change - erratic monsoon + extreme
precipitation events.

e IMD data: 192 mm in just 5-6 hours = "cloudburst-like" intensity.

3. Disaster History

» 2013: Kedarnath floods - ~6,000 deaths.
« 2021: Chamoli glacier burst - 200+ deaths.

» Flash floods + unregulated construction = recurring risk in Garhwal & Kumaon.
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Top court asks who will decide that
areligious conversion is ‘deceitful’

Petitioner-advocate seeks a ban on such conversion; NGO's counsel seeks a stay of ‘Freedom of Religion’ Acts, which, he

says, are getting more and more strident as courts grant bail and bring relief to persons accused and arrested under them

Krishnadas Rajago
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Tuesday asked a

petitioner seeking
a complete ban on “deceit-
ful” religious conversions
who exactly will decide
whether an inter-faith mar-
riage is fraudulent or not.

Chief Justice of India
B.R. Gavai agreed with se-
nior advocate C.U. Singh,
appearing for an NGO
questioning the validity of
the increasingly stringent
anti-religious conversion
laws across 10 States, that
the court sits to examine
the constitutionality of
laws, and not to make laws.

Petitioner-advocate Ash-
wini Upadhyay said his pe-
tition was against religious
conversion through allure-
ment and duplicity. Mr.
Upadhyay argued that one
had the right to propagate
religion under Article 25 of
the Constitution, but not to
convert through fraud or
force.

Highlighting the risk his
plea posed to the freedom
of conscience enshrined in
the Constitution, Chief Jus-
tice Gavai pointedly asked,
“But who would find out

Faith and
freedom

The Supreme Court is
hearing pleas that have
raised questions on the

right to faith, marriage
and personal liberty In
a democracy as State
governments bring

in strict legistation
against unlawful
religious conversion

that a religious conversion
was deceitful or not?”

Mr. Singh, appearing in
the case along with senior
advocate Indira Jaising and
advocate Vrinda Grover,
said that States such as Ut-
tar Pradesh, Himachal Pra-
desh, Madhya Pradesh, Ut-
tarakhand, Gujarat,
Chhattisgarh,  Haryana,
Jharkhand, and Karnataka
had enacted copycat
“Freedom of Religion” Acts
one after the other, with
Rajasthan recently coming
up with one.

“The batch of laws are
characterised as Freedom
of Religion Acts, but they
contain everything but
freedom. They are virtual-

» Some
petitioners have
opposed the
validity of the
anti-religious
conversion {aws
scross 10 States
while others
said that the
laws work
to prevent
conversion A
through
allurement,
fraud and
force

ly anti-conversion laws,”
Mr. Singh submitted.

He sought a stay of these
laws, which were getting
more and more strident as
courts grant bail and bring
relief to persons accused
and arrested under them.

The court scheduled the
case after six weeks to con-
sider the question of stay
of the implementation of
the Acts.

Frivolous complaint

Mr. Singh said recent
amendments made in
these Acts empowered
third parties to file crimi-
nal complaints against cou-
ples in inter-faith marriage.
The punishment under

» Senior advocate C.U. Singh, representing an

NGO, said that the States had enacted increasingly

stringent laws that even make it possible for third
— parties to file criminal complaints

against interfaith couples

u Additional Solicitor-
General K.M. Nataraj, on
behalf of some States,
opposed the pleas for
stay on the laws

» The court scheduled
the case after six
weeks to consider the

question of stay after

these laws included a “mi-
nimum 20-year sentence
or a maximum of life im-
prisonment”. The bail con-
ditions were on a par with
the draconian Unlawful Ac-
tivities (Prevention) Act.
The burden of proof was
on the convert to prove
that he or she was not
forced or “allured” to
change faith, senior coun-
sel argued.

“For anybody who mar-
ries inter-faith, bail be-
comes impossible. These
are Constitutional chal-
lenges... It is not just mar-
riages but any normal
church observances or fes-
tivals, mobs may come...”
Mr. Singh submitted.

Additional  Solicitor-
General K.M. Nataraj said
the case was coming up for
hearing after three years,
“and suddenly they [the
petitioners] are asking for
stay”,
In 2023, while hearing
the case, the court had re-
fused to refer to the Law
Commission the question
whether “forcible conver-
sion” should be made a
separate offence relating to
religion under the Indian
Penal Code.

The government had
even opposed the locus
standi of the NGO, Citizens
for Justice and Peace, re-
presented by Mr. Singh, to
move the court against
these laws.

Mr. Singh had, however,
argued that these State
laws amounted to undue
interference in a person’s
right of choice of faith and
life partner. He said each
State’s law was used by the
other as a “building block”
to make a more “virulent”
law for itself.

The petitions have ar-
gued that these State laws
have a “chilling effect” on
the right to profess and
propagate one’s religion,
enshrined in Article 25,




1) What happened in Court?
e Bench: CJI B.R. Gavai led the hearing.
» Core query: “Who exactly will decide whether an inter-faith marriage is fraudulent? Who will decide
that a religious conversion was deceitful?”

» Matters clubbed:
» PIL by Ashwini Upadhyay seeking a ban on ‘deceitful’ conversions (through allurement, fraud,

force).
» Petitions by an NGO (argued by Sr. Adv. C.U. Singh) challenging state ‘Freedom of Religion’

Acts across ~10 States.

» Status/Next step: Court posted the case after ~6 weeks to consider a stay on some provisions

after hearing States.



 What is being challenged?

 State “Freedom of Religion/Anti-conversion Acts” —recent laws/amendments in (as cited in

court):

Uttar Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Gujarat, Chhattisgarh, Haryana,
Jharkhand, Karnataka, with Rajasthan reported to be bringing one.

« Commonly contested features (vary by State):

Prior notice/declaration to the DM before/after conversion.

Third-party complaints (any person can complain—often misused against inter-faith
couples).

Presumption/Reverse burden on the convert to show the conversion was not
forced/allured.

Criminalisation of conversion by “allurement, fraud or marriage,” with stringent penalties.
Police/District Magistrate inquiry into proposed conversion.



3) Arguments before the Court

(A) Petitioners (NGO & intervenors)

» Laws create a “chilling effect” on Article 25 (freedom of conscience) and choice of partner (Article
21—privacy, dignity, decisional autonomy).

« Third-party FIRs weaponise the law against inter-faith couples; arrests despite later grant of bail.

» Prior notices = public disclosure of intimate choice, against privacy (K.S. Puttaswamy, 2017).

» Reverse burden + stringent conditions = comparable to very harsh special laws; ease of arrest.

« Many provisions effectively make conversion by or after marriage presumptively suspect.

(B) Petitioner (Upadhyay) in PIL for ban

» Sought nationwide ban on “deceitful conversions” via allurement/fraud/force, arguing public order

& social harmony.

(C) States / Union (ASG K.M. Nataraj)

» Opposed interim stay; said petitions surface years after enactments; laws protect freedom of faith
from coercion.
» Questioned locus of NGO; argued the Acts only regulate to prevent forcible conversion, which the

Constitution does not protect.



* Constitutional & Legal Background (UPSC enrichment)
 Article 25(1): Freedom of conscience; right to profess, practice and propagate religion.

* Rev. Stainislaus v. State of MP (1977): SC held right to propagate # right to convert
another; States can curb forcible conversions (Public Order—List ).

 Shafin Jahan (Hadiya) 2018, Lata Singh 2006, Shakti Vahini 2018: Adult’s right to choose
a spouse is part of Article 21; State must protect such couples.

* Privacy (Puttaswamy 2017): Decisions on faith & marriage fall within decisional
autonomy; forced disclosures need strong justification.



 Why these laws are contentious
(common issues across States)

* Prior notice/permission - surveillance &
potential mob pressure.

* Third-party locus - enables harassment.

* Broad/undefined terms (“allurement,”
“inducement,” “by marriage”) - vagueness
challenge.

* Reverse burden & stringent bail/penalties
— disproportionate limits on FRs.

 Effect on inter-faith marriages (even
when lawful under the Special Marriage
Act, 1954).



Faith and
freedom

The Supreme Court is
hearing pleas that have
raised questions on the

right to faith, marriage
and personal liberty in
a democracy as State
governments bring

in strict legislation
against unlawful
religious conversion

= Some m Senior advocate C.U. Singh, representing an
petitioners have NGO, said that the States had enacted increasingly
opposed the stringent laws that even make it possible for third

validity of the
anti-religious

parties to file criminal complaints
against interfaith couples

conversion laws

across 10 States m Additional Solicitor-

General K.M. Nataraj, on

while others

saldthat the behalf of some States,
s Witk opposed the pleas for
to prevent stay on the laws
conversion ® The court scheduled
through the case after six
allurement, weeks to consider the
fraud and question of stay after
force hearing from the States




Ahmednagar railway station
renamed Ahilyanagar

The Ahmednagar railway station was on Tuesday
renamed Ahilyanagar, honouring the legacy of
Lokmata Devi Ahilya Bai Holkar. The change
comes after the Union Home Ministry cleared a
Maharashtra government’s proposal issued last
week. The station’s name is now in sync with the
district, which was renamed Ahilyanagar earlier
this year, Central Railway officials said. The
station code will remain ‘ANG’. The decision
follows appeals by local groups and citizens as
well as a letter by Deputy Chief Minister Ajit
Pawar to Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw.




* Renaming Decision
 Ahmednagar railway station renamed Ahilyanagar.

* Honours Lokmata Devi Ahilya Bai Holkar, an 18th-
century gueen known for her administration and
philanthropy.

* Approved by the Union Home Ministry after
Maharashtra govt. proposal.

e The district was already renamed Ahilyanagar
earlier in 2023.

 Station code will remain ‘ANG’.
* Political & Social Support

* Appeals came from local groups, citizens, and
leaders.

* Deputy CM Ajit Pawar wrote to Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw



* Who was Ahilyabai Holkar?
e Ruled Malwa kingdom (1767-1795).
 Known for good governance, infrastructure, social justice.
* Rebuilt/restored several Hindu temples (e.g., Kashi Vishwanath, Somnath).

* Promoted trade, agriculture, law & order - called one of India’s greatest
women rulers.

* Renaming of Places in India (Polity & History)
* Part of larger cultural identity assertion and decolonisation drive.

* Examples: Allahabad - Prayagraj, Gurgaon - Gurugram, Mughalsarai - Pt.
Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn.

*. Criticism: may cause administrative costs and political controversies.



Ahmednagar (Ahilyanagar)

e Located in Maharashtra, Deccan Plateau.
e Historically part of Nizam Shahi dynasty (1490s).
e Known for Ahmednagar Fort (used by British to imprison Nehru).

Economic Significance

e Agricultural hub (sugarcane, cotton).
e Upcoming projects: defense establishments (Armoured Corps Centre).
e Renaming may boost tourism & cultural branding linked to Ahilyabai Holkar.
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On WHO essential medicines list, GLP-1 drugs
for diabetes, weight loss may become cheaper

Ramya Kannan
CHENNAI

With the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) updat-
ing its Model Lists of Essen-
tial Medicines (EML) to add
the GLP-1 class of drugs for
diabetes with associated
comorbidities such as
obesity, access to these
drugs might just become
easier. Listing a medicine
on the EML is one stepin a
series of actions that can
lead to lower costs, better
affordability, and greater
access.

The 25th meeting of the
WHO Expert Committee
on the Selection and Use of
Essential Medicines was
held from May 5 to 9. It re-
viewed scientific evidence
showing that a group of
medicines called glucagon-
like peptide-1 (GLP-1) re-
ceptor agonists can help
people with type 2 dia-
betes — especially those
who also have heart or kid-
ney disease — and conclud-
ed that semaglutide, dula-

Affordable medicine: The WHO move is one step in a series of
actions that can lead to lower costs and greater access. GETTY IMAGES

glutide, liraglutide, and
tirzepatide would be ad-
ded to the EML. These
drugs are used as glucose-
lowering therapy for adults
with type 2 diabetes melli-
tus and cardiovascular dis-
ease or chronic kidney dis-
ease and obesity.

High price

According to the WHO, the
rationale for including
these drugs is very clear:
diabetes and obesity are
two of the most urgent

health challenges facing
the world today. According
to statistics from 2022, ov-
er 800 million people live
with diabetes, with half go-
ing untreated. At the same
time, more than one bil-
lion people worldwide are
affected by obesity, and
rates are rising fast espe-
cially in low- and middle-
income countries.

The prices of these
drugs are so high that ac-
cess is limited. “A large
share of out-of-pocket

spending on noncommun-
icable diseases goes to-
ward medicines, including
those classified as essential
and that, in principle,
should be financially acces-
sible to everyone,” Deusde-
dit Mubangizi, WHO Direc-
tor of Policy and Standards
for Medicines and Health
Products, says.

Good step forward
While appreciating the
move, Anoop Mishra,
head, Fortis C-DOC Hospi-
tal for Diabetes and Allied
Sciences, New Delhi, lends
areality check: “Itis a good
move; however, in India
these types of drugs will
benefit only a small num-
ber of people, while other
life-saving, low-cost essen-
tial medicines for diabetes,
hypertension, and heart
disease, applicable to a
large number of people, re-
main largely unavailable.”
On the other hand, V.
Mohan, chairman, Dr. Mo-
han's Diabetes Specialties
Centre (DMDSC), provides

an energetic response:
“I'm very happy that WHO
has included the GLP-1
class of drugs. The fact that
even a conservative organi-
sation like the WHO has in-
cluded these rather expen-
sive drugs in their EML,
shows how compelling the
evidence is. Apart from the
glucose lowering effect,
they have tremendous ef-
fect on weight reduction
and obesity management.”
He points out that recently,
injectible semaglutide has
been approved for meta-
bolic dysfunction-associat-
ed steatotic liver disease,
associated with weight,
and for improving cardio-
metabolic health.

R.M. Anjana, managing
director, DMDSC, says: “It
will surely help improve
access and affordability.
But will it be useful as a
first line drug? This maybe
not for everyone...as there
are various subtypes of dia-
betes. But for those in
whom it is indicated, it’s a
good step forward.”




« WHO has updated its Model List of Essential Medicines (EML) (25th Expert Committee, May 5-9,
2024).

» Added GLP-1receptor agonists (semaglutide, dulaglutide, liraglutide, tirzepatide).

» These drugs are used for type 2 diabetes with cardiovascular disease, obesity, or chronic kidney
disease.

» Inclusion could lead to lower costs, better affordability, and greater access.

2. Why Important?

» Diabetes & Obesity Burden:
e WHO (2022): 800+ million live with diabetes, many untreated.
* Rising obesity = double burden of disease.
» Economic Angle:
» 1/3rd of health spending on nhon-communicable diseases (NCDs) goes to medicines.
» Prices of GLP-1 drugs currently very high, limiting access.
* Inclusion in EML - Governments may negotiate prices, increase generic competition, and expand

insurance coverage.



e GLP-1 agonists also approved for obesity
management and weight loss.

e Recent trials show benefits in liver disease
(metabolic steatohepatitis) and cardiovascular
outcomes.

e India is the diabetes capital of the world (second

highest diabetic population after China).

e Drugs like semaglutide available but expensive -
limited to elite private care.

e Generic production in India could reduce global
cost.




WHO EML: A guide for countries to prioritize
essential medicines in public health systems.

SDG 3 (Health for All): Universal health
coverage requires affordable access to essential
medicines.

India’s National List of Essential Medicines
(NLEM, 2022): Includes insulin and oral anti-
diabetic drugs, but not yet GLP-1.

Inclusion in WHO list may pressure India to
update NLEM and bring price regulation via
NPPA.
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Country-wise share
(%) of respondents
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in their country
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This analysis
focuses on
views in

25 countries across
the Asia-Pacific
region, Europe,
Latin America, the
Middle East, North
America and
sub-Saharan Africa

For non-U.S.
z data, this
analysis
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adults conducted
from Jan. 8 to April
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Source: Spring 2025 Global Attitudes Survey

Report by Richard Wike, Janell Fetterolf, Jonathan Schulman
and Sofia Hernandez Ramones.




Consensus on change

The data for the charts were sourced from PEW Research Center’s

survey titled, “People Around the World Want Political Change, but

Many Doubt It Can Happen”

S
AR 74

Chart 1: The share (%) of respondents who say the political system in
their country needs varying amounts of changes. Those who did not
answer are not shown
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Apollo Tyres new
BCClI lead sponsor

with I579-crdeal

VENKATAKRISHNA B
Chennai, September 16

APOLLOTYRES WAS on Tues-
day named as the lead sponsor
of India's men's and women's
cricket teams after the BCCI
announced a record 579 crore
three-year deal with the the
campany.

After the government
passed the Promotion and Reg-
ulation of Online Gaming Bill
2025 in August, Dream11 had
exiteditssponsorshipdeal, forc-
ing BCCI to look for a replace-
ment.As per the newdeal, Apollo
Tyres will pay ¥4.5 crore per
game, higher than what
Dream11 paid (¥4 crore).

When the BCCI floated the
tenders eartier thismonth, there
weredoubtswhetheritwould be
abletoreceive asuminthevicin-
ity ofwhat Dream11 was paying.
Anddespite BCClmaking it dear
thatitwon’t entertain bids from
companies in the gaming, bet-
ting, crypto,tobacco, sportswear,
non-alcoholic cold beverages
sectors, it received plenty of
interest which proved that the
Indian cricket team remains the
muost popularbrand that topcor-
porate houses want to partner,

Santosh N, managing part-
ner of D&P Advisory, an inde-
pendent valuation company
which tracks brand IPLamong
others, said the restrictions put
in place by BCCI as towho could
bid would have played a big role.

“Thereisnoshortagewhen it
comes to Indian corporations.
There are conglomerates like
theTatasand the Birlas And new

HOT PROPERTY

# As per the new deal,
Apollo Tyres will pay

4.5 crore

per game, higher than what
Dream11 paid (24 crore)

Bill in August,
Dream11 had
exited its )

with BCCI

8 BCCl's starting bid was

23.5 crore

stand-offs and plenty of large
advertisers would obviously
have been eyeing these rights
every time. It is not that Apollo
wasn'tinterested earlier. It'sjust
that maybe, they did not partic-
ipate carlierwith theknowledge
that there are others who were
ready to burn more cash, They
would have known they would-
n't be the highest bidder. Now,
the list became smaller and the
bidders became smaller.

Continued on Page 11



« Apollo Tyres has been named the lead sponsor of India’'s men’'s and women's cricket teams.
* Sponsorship deal worth 579 crore for 3 years.

« Replaces Dream11, which exited after the passage of the Promotion and Regulation of Online
Gaming Bill, 2025.

2. Key Highlights of the Deal

« Sponsorship Fee: Apollo Tyres will pay 4.5 crore per game.
e Higher than Dream11's ¥4 crore per game.

» Competition: Apollo Tyres outbid:
e Canva (24.28 crore/game)
e JK Cement (3.7 crore/game)

« BCCI Starting Bid: 3.5 crore per game.

» Despite restrictions (no bids from betting, crypto, alcohol, tobacco, etc.), the deal attracted huge
interest = brand value of Indian cricket remains unmatched.



Earlier major sponsors of BCCI:

BYJU’s (title sponsor,
later withdrew due
to financial stress)

Dream11 (replaced
Byju’s).

Nike (jersey sponsor
till 2020)

Cricket sponsorship has shifted from

consumer brands (Cola, Pepsi) - to
tech/startups (Byju’s, Dream11) - to
traditional corporates (Apollo Tyres).




Sex Sorted Semen Facility
under Rashtriya Gokul
Mission



* The Prime Minister inaugurated the Sex Sorted Semen
facility at Purnea, Bihar, under the Rashtriya Gokul Mission,
aimed at improving the dairy sector in Eastern and North-
Eastern India.

* The facility will produce 5 lakh doses of sex-sorted semen
per year using the indigenously developed ‘Gausort’
technology.

* Sex Sorted Semen is aimed at increasing the birth of
female calves, helping dairy farmers by reducing economic
burdens and enhancing income, especially benefiting small,
marginal, and landless dairy farmers.

* The Gausort technology, sorts semen to ensure a higher
likelihood of female calves, with an accuracy of up to 90%.




e Rashtriya Gokul Mission

e Background: Implemented since 2014 for indigenous bovine breed development &
conservation. The scheme is also continued under the umbrella scheme Rashtriya
Pashudhan Vikas Yojana from 2021 to 2026.

* Implementing Agency: Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying (Ministry of
Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying).

* Objectives: Aims to sustainably enhance bovine productivity and milk production,
promote the use of high genetic merit bulls, expand artificial insemination (Al)
coverage, and scientifically conserve and promote indigenous cattle and buffalo
breeds.



 Achievements:

 Milk Production: Increased from 146.31 MT
(2014-15) to 239.30 MT (2023-24) ( rise
of 63.55% in 10 years).

* Artificial Insemination: 9.16 crore animals
covered, 14.12 crore Als performed, 5.54 crore
farmers benefited.



The milk pie Room to grow

India is the largest producer of milk in the world. US consumes nearly three times more milk a year compared

Share In production (in %) to India.
Per capita consumption of milk (in litres per year)

us | 285
Indla Ry
23 =
New Zealand = 281
3.6 Russia | 220
Russia — -
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First India-lran-Uzbekistan
Trilateral Meeting



* The first India-lran-Uzbekistan trilateral meeting was held in Tehran focusing on
enhancing cooperation against extremism and terrorism and promoting the use
of Chabahar Port by Uzbekistan for trade with India.

 About

* They also emphasized deeper connectivity via the International North-South
Transit Corridor (INSTC).

* India-lran-Armenia also held a trilateral focusing on INSTC and Chabahar use.
Kazakhstan and Tajikistan have shown interest in using Chabahar, while India is
pursuing an early harvest FTA with the Eurasian Economic Union to boost trade and
access rare earth minerals from the region.
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* India, Iran, Russia, Turkey, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Armenia, Belarus, Tajikistan,
Kyrgyzstan, Oman, Ukraine, Syria.
Observer: Bulgaria.



Potential Transport & Logistics Gains

Shorter distances & faster deliveries - lower logistics cost

Wider market access; creation of new markets

Regional transit & logistics hubs development

Higher trade volumes across Eurasia; better backward/forward linkages

Sync with Ashgabat Agreement & BSEC; potential FTAs; future sync with
Baltic/Nordic/Arctic corridors.



Indian Export Sectors Likely to Benefit

Agri & allied: coffee, tea, spices, edible fruits, fish

Apparel (non-knitwear)

Engineering goods (incl. aircraft & parts)

Organic chemicals

Rubber & rubber articles

Optical/photo/medical instruments

Project exports: petroleum, heavy engineering, hydrocarbons



National Makhana Board



PM Modi launched the National Makhana Board in Purnea, Bihar, approving a
development package of about X475 crore for the makhana sector.

What is Makhana?

Makhana (Euryale ferox), also known as fox This plant is found in freshwater

nut, is an aquatic crop cultivated ponds throughout South and
in stagnant ponds and wetlands. East Asia.



* The edible part of the Makhana plant consists of small, round seeds that have an outer layer
ranging from black to brown.

* This has led to it being referred to as the ‘Black Diamond.’

* Climatic conditions: For optimal growth and development, Makhana requires a temperature
range of 20-35°C, relative humidity of 50-90%, and annual rainfall between 100-250 cm.

* InIndia, Bihar produces about 90% of the country’s makhana, particularly the regions
of Mithilanchal and Seemanchal.

* In smaller quantities it is cultivated in the states of Assam, Manipur, West Bengal, Tripura,
and Odisha, as well as in neighboring countries like Nepal, Bangladesh, China, Japan, and
Korea.

* Gl Tag to Mithila Makhana: In 2022, ‘Mithila Makhana’ was conferred a Geographical Indication
tag.



Indian Navy’s ‘Androth’



* The Indian Navy has received ‘Androth’ an indigenously built anti-submarine warfare
shallow water craft (ASW-SW().

 About the ASW-SWC

 Named after Androth island (the largest island of the Lakshadweep archipelago), the
warship is the second of eight ASW-SWCs being built by Garden Reach Shipbuilders and
Engineers (GRSE).

e Constructed in line with the Indian Register of Shipping (IRS) classification rules, the
project—with over 80% indigenous content—embodies the vision of Aatmanirbhar Bharat.






« Armament: INS Androth is equipped with a lethal anti-submarine suite, including:
o One RBU-6000 anti-submarine rocket launcher.
o Two triple lightweight torpedo launchers.

o Mine-laying rails.

o One 30mm naval surface gun and two 12.7mm stabilized remote-controlled guns for
surface warfare and self-defense.

e Sensors: Its advanced sensor suite features:
o DRDO-developed Abhay hull-mounted sonar.

o A low-frequency variable-depth sonar (LFVDS) for effective submarine detection in
shallow waters.




* INS Androth is designed for a variety of

missions in coastal waters, including:
Anti-submarine warfare (ASW) operations. O
Coastal surveillance.

Mine-laying operations.

Search-and-rescue.

Low-Intensity Maritime Operations (LIMO). . |



Sir M Visvesvaraya



* PM Modi paid homage to Sir Mokshagundam Visvesvaraya on his birth anniversary,
observed nationwide as Engineers’ Day.

 About

* Born on September 15, 1861, Visvesvaraya is regarded as one of India’s greatest
engineers whose pioneering work revolutionised infrastructure development.

* He served as the Diwan of Mysore and President of the All-India Manufacturers’
Organisation.

 He was conferred with the Bharat Ratna in 1955.



e Contributions of Sir M. Visvesvaraya

* Innovative Flood Management Systems: After the 1908 Musi River floods, Sir
M.Visvesvaraya designed reservoirs like Osman Sagar and Himayat Sagar and proposed
systematic flood control solutions.

* Pioneering Dam Construction and Irrigation: As Chief Engineer of Mysore, Sir
Visvesvaraya built the Krishna Raja Sagara (KRS) Dam in 1932, creating Asia’s largest
reservoir.

* His automatic sluice gates improved water regulation at multiple dams.

* Literary Works: Reconstructing India (1920), Planned Economy for India (1936), and
Unemployment in India: Its Causes and Cure (1932).

* Autobiography: Memoirs of my Working Life (1951)



Swasth Nari, Sashakt Parivar
Abhiyaan



SWASTH NARI
SASHAKT PARIVAR
ABHIYAAN

17" September to 2" October 2025

4

As part of the Abhiyaan, 75,000 health camps will
be organised across the country providing
healthcare services, focused on specific needs of
women & children at the Ayushman Arogya
Mandirs & CHCS etc. along with Poshan Maah
celebrations at all Anganwadis,

Let us strengthen our collective
efforts for a Viksit Bharat.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
Service is the resolve,

India First the inspiration...75 years



Aim:

*Achieve early detection and timely treatment of NCDs, cancer, TB, anaemia,
sickle cell disease.

*Promote nutrition awareness, menstrual hygiene, healthy lifestyles, and mental
well-being.

Key Features:

*Nationwide Health Camps: Over 1 lakh camps from 17 Sept — 2 Oct 2025 in
CHCs, district hospitals, Ayushman Arogya Mandirs.

*Specialist Services: Gynaecology, paediatrics, eye, ENT, dental, dermatology,
psychiatry.

*NCD & Cancer Screening: BP, sugar, BMI checks, breast & cervical cancer
screening, oral cavity checks.

*Anaemia & Nutrition: Hb testing, IFA supplements, deworming, Annaprashan,
recipe demos, FSSAI Eat Right campaign.

*Maternal & Child Health: ANC, growth monitoring, immunisation, MCP card
distribution.




Frontier 50 Initiative



* Niti Aayog announced the ‘Frontier 50 Initiative’ to implement frontier technology
solutions in 50 Aspirational Districts/Blocks, fast-tracking India’s march towards Viksit
Bharat 2047.



e

e A flagship program by NITI Aayog to deploy frontier technologies (Al, 10T, drones,
blockchain) in 50 Aspirational Districts/Blocks to improve service delivery, productivity,
and citizen well-being.

Launched By: NITI Aayog under its Frontier Tech Hub.

Objective:

e Fast-track adoption of proven frontier tech use cases from the Frontier Tech Repository.
e Achieve saturation of government services (health, education, skilling, welfare delivery).
e Bridge the digital and development divide in under-served regions by 2047.




Word of the day

Quotidian:

Found in the ordinary course of events; a placid
everyday scene

Synonymes: Everyday, mundane, routine

Usage: in the midst of her hectic schedule, she
found solace in her quotidian rituals, like sipping
tea and reading a book.

Pronunciation:
newsth.live/Quotidianpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: kwp'trdian

A
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