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• “Success doesn’t come from what you do occasionally, 
it comes from what you do consistently.”

















• What is being challenged?

• State “Freedom of Religion/Anti-conversion Acts”—recent laws/amendments in (as cited in 
court):
Uttar Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Gujarat, Chhattisgarh, Haryana, 
Jharkhand, Karnataka, with Rajasthan reported to be bringing one.

• Commonly contested features (vary by State):

• Prior notice/declaration to the DM before/after conversion.

• Third-party complaints (any person can complain—often misused against inter-faith 
couples).

• Presumption/Reverse burden on the convert to show the conversion was not 
forced/allured.

• Criminalisation of conversion by “allurement, fraud or marriage,” with stringent penalties.

• Police/District Magistrate inquiry into proposed conversion.





• Constitutional & Legal Background (UPSC enrichment)

• Article 25(1): Freedom of conscience; right to profess, practice and propagate religion.

• Rev. Stainislaus v. State of MP (1977): SC held right to propagate ≠ right to convert
another; States can curb forcible conversions (Public Order—List II).

• Shafin Jahan (Hadiya) 2018, Lata Singh 2006, Shakti Vahini 2018: Adult’s right to choose 
a spouse is part of Article 21; State must protect such couples.

• Privacy (Puttaswamy 2017): Decisions on faith & marriage fall within decisional 
autonomy; forced disclosures need strong justification.



• Why these laws are contentious 
(common issues across States)

• Prior notice/permission → surveillance & 
potential mob pressure.

• Third-party locus → enables harassment.

• Broad/undefined terms (“allurement,” 
“inducement,” “by marriage”) → vagueness
challenge.

• Reverse burden & stringent bail/penalties
→ disproportionate limits on FRs.

• Effect on inter-faith marriages (even 
when lawful under the Special Marriage 
Act, 1954).







• Renaming Decision

• Ahmednagar railway station renamed Ahilyanagar.

• Honours Lokmata Devi Ahilya Bai Holkar, an 18th-
century queen known for her administration and 
philanthropy.

• Approved by the Union Home Ministry after 
Maharashtra govt. proposal.

• The district was already renamed Ahilyanagar
earlier in 2023.

• Station code will remain ‘ANG’.

• Political & Social Support

• Appeals came from local groups, citizens, and 
leaders.

• Deputy CM Ajit Pawar wrote to Railway Minister 
Ashwini Vaishnaw



• Who was Ahilyabai Holkar?

• Ruled Malwa kingdom (1767–1795).

• Known for good governance, infrastructure, social justice.

• Rebuilt/restored several Hindu temples (e.g., Kashi Vishwanath, Somnath).

• Promoted trade, agriculture, law & order → called one of India’s greatest 
women rulers.

• Renaming of Places in India (Polity & History)

• Part of larger cultural identity assertion and decolonisation drive.

• Examples: Allahabad → Prayagraj, Gurgaon → Gurugram, Mughalsarai → Pt. 
Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn.

• Criticism: may cause administrative costs and political controversies.



Ahmednagar (Ahilyanagar)

• Located in Maharashtra, Deccan Plateau.

• Historically part of Nizam Shahi dynasty (1490s).

• Known for Ahmednagar Fort (used by British to imprison Nehru).

Economic Significance

• Agricultural hub (sugarcane, cotton).

• Upcoming projects: defense establishments (Armoured Corps Centre).

• Renaming may boost tourism & cultural branding linked to Ahilyabai Holkar.









• GLP-1 agonists also approved for obesity 
management and weight loss.

• Recent trials show benefits in liver disease 
(metabolic steatohepatitis) and cardiovascular 
outcomes.

Global:

• India is the diabetes capital of the world (second 
highest diabetic population after China).

• Drugs like semaglutide available but expensive → 
limited to elite private care.

• Generic production in India could reduce global 
cost.

India:



WHO EML: A guide for countries to prioritize 
essential medicines in public health systems.

SDG 3 (Health for All): Universal health 
coverage requires affordable access to essential 
medicines.

India’s National List of Essential Medicines 
(NLEM, 2022): Includes insulin and oral anti-
diabetic drugs, but not yet GLP-1.

Inclusion in WHO list may pressure India to 
update NLEM and bring price regulation via 
NPPA.















Cricket sponsorship has shifted from 
consumer brands (Cola, Pepsi) → to 

tech/startups (Byju’s, Dream11) → to 
traditional corporates (Apollo Tyres).

Earlier major sponsors of BCCI:

Nike (jersey sponsor 
till 2020)

BYJU’s (title sponsor, 
later withdrew due 
to financial stress)

Dream11 (replaced 
Byju’s).



Sex Sorted Semen Facility 
under Rashtriya Gokul 
Mission



• The Prime Minister inaugurated the Sex Sorted Semen 
facility at Purnea, Bihar, under the Rashtriya Gokul Mission, 
aimed at improving the dairy sector in Eastern and North-
Eastern India.

• The facility will produce 5 lakh doses of sex-sorted semen 
per year using the indigenously developed ‘Gausort’ 
technology.

• Sex Sorted Semen is aimed at increasing the birth of 
female calves, helping dairy farmers by reducing economic 
burdens and enhancing income, especially benefiting small, 
marginal, and landless dairy farmers.

• The Gausort technology, sorts semen to ensure a higher 
likelihood of female calves, with an accuracy of up to 90%.



• Rashtriya Gokul Mission

• Background: Implemented since 2014 for indigenous bovine breed development & 
conservation. The scheme is also continued under the umbrella scheme Rashtriya
Pashudhan Vikas Yojana from 2021 to 2026.

• Implementing Agency: Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying (Ministry of 
Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying).

• Objectives: Aims to sustainably enhance bovine productivity and milk production, 
promote the use of high genetic merit bulls, expand artificial insemination (AI) 
coverage, and scientifically conserve and promote indigenous cattle and buffalo 
breeds.

•



• Achievements:

• Milk Production: Increased from 146.31 MT 
(2014-15) to 239.30 MT (2023-24) ( rise 
of 63.55% in 10 years).

• Artificial Insemination: 9.16 crore animals 
covered, 14.12 crore AIs performed, 5.54 crore 
farmers benefited.





First India-Iran-Uzbekistan 
Trilateral Meeting



• The first India-Iran-Uzbekistan trilateral meeting was held in Tehran focusing on 
enhancing cooperation against extremism and terrorism and promoting the use 
of Chabahar Port by Uzbekistan for trade with India.

• About

• They also emphasized deeper connectivity via the International North-South 
Transit Corridor (INSTC).

• India-Iran-Armenia also held a trilateral focusing on INSTC and Chabahar use. 
Kazakhstan and Tajikistan have shown interest in using Chabahar, while India is 
pursuing an early harvest FTA with the Eurasian Economic Union to boost trade and 
access rare earth minerals from the region.









• India, Iran, Russia, Turkey, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Armenia, Belarus, Tajikistan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Oman, Ukraine, Syria.
Observer: Bulgaria.



• Potential Transport & Logistics Gains

• Shorter distances & faster deliveries → lower logistics cost

• Wider market access; creation of new markets

• Regional transit & logistics hubs development

• Higher trade volumes across Eurasia; better backward/forward linkages

• Sync with Ashgabat Agreement & BSEC; potential FTAs; future sync with 
Baltic/Nordic/Arctic corridors.



Indian Export Sectors Likely to Benefit

Agri & allied: coffee, tea, spices, edible fruits, fish

Apparel (non-knitwear)

Engineering goods (incl. aircraft & parts)

Organic chemicals

Rubber & rubber articles

Optical/photo/medical instruments

Project exports: petroleum, heavy engineering, hydrocarbons



National Makhana Board



PM Modi launched the National Makhana Board in Purnea, Bihar, approving a 
development package of about ₹475 crore for the makhana sector.

What is Makhana?

Makhana (Euryale ferox), also known as fox 
nut, is an aquatic crop cultivated 
in stagnant ponds and wetlands.

This plant is found in freshwater 
ponds throughout South and 
East Asia.



• The edible part of the Makhana plant consists of small, round seeds that have an outer layer 
ranging from black to brown.

• This has led to it being referred to as the ‘Black Diamond.’

• Climatic conditions: For optimal growth and development, Makhana requires a temperature 
range of 20-35°C, relative humidity of 50-90%, and annual rainfall between 100-250 cm.

• In India, Bihar produces about 90% of the country’s makhana, particularly the regions 
of Mithilanchal and Seemanchal.

• In smaller quantities it is cultivated in the states of Assam, Manipur, West Bengal, Tripura, 
and Odisha, as well as in neighboring countries like Nepal, Bangladesh, China, Japan, and 
Korea.

• GI Tag to Mithila Makhana: In 2022, ‘Mithila Makhana’ was conferred a Geographical Indication 
tag.



Indian Navy’s ‘Androth’



• The Indian Navy has received ‘Androth’ an indigenously built anti-submarine warfare 
shallow water craft (ASW-SWC).

• About the ASW-SWC

• Named after Androth island (the largest island of the Lakshadweep archipelago), the 
warship is the second of eight ASW-SWCs being built by Garden Reach Shipbuilders and 
Engineers (GRSE).

• Constructed in line with the Indian Register of Shipping (IRS) classification rules, the 
project—with over 80% indigenous content—embodies the vision of Aatmanirbhar Bharat.







• INS Androth is designed for a variety of 
missions in coastal waters, including:

• Anti-submarine warfare (ASW) operations.

• Coastal surveillance.

• Mine-laying operations.

• Search-and-rescue.

• Low-Intensity Maritime Operations (LIMO).



Sir M Visvesvaraya



• PM Modi paid homage to Sir Mokshagundam Visvesvaraya on his birth anniversary, 
observed nationwide as Engineers’ Day.

• About

• Born on September 15, 1861, Visvesvaraya is regarded as one of India’s greatest 
engineers whose pioneering work revolutionised infrastructure development.

• He served as the Diwan of Mysore and President of the All-India Manufacturers’ 
Organisation.

• He was conferred with the Bharat Ratna in 1955.



• Contributions of Sir M. Visvesvaraya

• Innovative Flood Management Systems: After the 1908 Musi River floods, Sir 
M.Visvesvaraya designed reservoirs like Osman Sagar and Himayat Sagar and proposed 
systematic flood control solutions.

• Pioneering Dam Construction and Irrigation: As Chief Engineer of Mysore, Sir 
Visvesvaraya built the Krishna Raja Sagara (KRS) Dam in 1932, creating Asia’s largest 
reservoir.

• His automatic sluice gates improved water regulation at multiple dams.

• Literary Works: Reconstructing India (1920), Planned Economy for India (1936), and 
Unemployment in India: Its Causes and Cure (1932).

• Autobiography: Memoirs of my Working Life (1951)



Swasth Nari, Sashakt Parivar 
Abhiyaan





Aim:

•Achieve early detection and timely treatment of NCDs, cancer, TB, anaemia, 
sickle cell disease.

•Promote nutrition awareness, menstrual hygiene, healthy lifestyles, and mental 
well-being.

Key Features:

•Nationwide Health Camps: Over 1 lakh camps from 17 Sept – 2 Oct 2025 in 
CHCs, district hospitals, Ayushman Arogya Mandirs.

•Specialist Services: Gynaecology, paediatrics, eye, ENT, dental, dermatology, 
psychiatry.

•NCD & Cancer Screening: BP, sugar, BMI checks, breast & cervical cancer 
screening, oral cavity checks.

•Anaemia & Nutrition: Hb testing, IFA supplements, deworming, Annaprashan, 
recipe demos, FSSAI Eat Right campaign.

•Maternal & Child Health: ANC, growth monitoring, immunisation, MCP card 
distribution.



Frontier 50 Initiative



• Niti Aayog announced the ‘Frontier 50 Initiative’ to implement frontier technology 
solutions in 50 Aspirational Districts/Blocks, fast-tracking India’s march towards Viksit 
Bharat 2047.



What it is?

• A flagship program by NITI Aayog to deploy frontier technologies (AI, IoT, drones, 
blockchain) in 50 Aspirational Districts/Blocks to improve service delivery, productivity, 
and citizen well-being.

Launched By: NITI Aayog under its Frontier Tech Hub.

Objective:

• Fast-track adoption of proven frontier tech use cases from the Frontier Tech Repository.

• Achieve saturation of government services (health, education, skilling, welfare delivery).

• Bridge the digital and development divide in under-served regions by 2047.





Thank you ☺


