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"Your silence in preparation is the 
loudest sound when success arrives."



















Aadhaar-based Payment System 
(ABPS) Impact

ABPS made mandatory from Jan 2024.

If Aadhaar does not match:

• Workers cannot get wages

• Job cards flagged for deletion

Led to a spike in deletion numbers.









































2.2 Economic Impact
Air pollution costs India 

₹3.8 lakh crore/year
(~1.36% of GDP) in:

• Health expenditures

• Productivity loss

• Tourism impact

• Emergency responses

Delhi’s poor air quality 
harms:

• Foreign investment

• Tourism & hospitality

• Public health spending





Administrative Fragmentation

Delhi NCR spans Delhi + 3 surrounding 
states (Haryana, UP, Rajasthan).

Coordination failures between central, 
state, and local agencies.

Enforcement gaps despite CAQM 
(Commission for Air Quality Management).







Delhi’s “Opportunity”

The article argues that 
despite being a crisis, 

Delhi’s pollution is 
also an opportunity:

To pioneer 
technological 
innovation.

To create a model for 
other Indian cities 
suffering the same 

fate.

To reimagine urban 
planning, transport, 

waste management & 
energy systems.



• Consider the following statements regarding Delhi’s air pollution crisis:

• Delhi’s geography in the Indo-Gangetic basin contributes significantly to trapping 
pollutants due to temperature inversions.

• The biggest share of Delhi’s PM2.5 pollution comes from industrial emissions within 
Delhi.

• The Commission for Air Quality Management (CAQM) is responsible for coordinating 
air quality action across Delhi, Haryana, UP, and Rajasthan.

• Beijing’s long-term air pollution strategy resulted in a reduction of PM2.5 by more 
than 30% in five years.

• Which of the above statements are correct?

• (a) 1, 3 and 4 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 4 only
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4









• Can Wearable Purifiers Replace N95 Masks?

• Expert Consensus: NO

• Wearable purifiers:

• Are “cosmetic accessories”

• Reduce exposure only marginally

• Cannot handle high pollution loads outdoors

• N95 masks offer significantly higher protection, as they:

• Filter 95% of particles ≥ 0.3 microns

• Provide a proper seal—something wearable purifiers cannot



• Key Concerns Highlighted by Experts

• 5.1 Limited Efficacy

• Significant pollutant reduction only indoors, not outdoors.

• 5.2 Public Misconception

• People may assume they are fully protected, leading to unsafe exposure.

• 5.3 Not a Replacement for Systemic Solutions

• Experts warn:

• Wearable purifiers distract from urgent need for policy-level & structural air 
pollution control.

•







Operation SOUTHERN SPEAR



• The United States has launched Operation SOUTHERN SPEAR in Latin America, aimed at “removing narco-
terrorists.”

• About the Operation

• SOUTHCOM stands for the U.S. Southern Command, whose area of responsibility includes 31 countries 
across South America, Central America and the Caribbean.

• According to the U.S., the mission aims to:

• Defend the U.S. homeland

• Remove narco-terrorist threats from the Western Hemisphere

• Prevent drug flows that the U.S. says are harming its population.

•



GI tag to Ambaji 
Marble



• The Ambaji Marble has received a Geographical Indication Tag (GI Tag) by the Union 
government. The certificate is being given by the Department for Promotion of Industry 
and Internal Trade (DPIIT) of the Union government



• Ambaji Marble

• Ambaji’s marble mines date back 1,200–1,500 years, around the time the Dilwara
Jain Temple in Mount Abu was constructed.

• It is known for its milky white colour, durability ,high calcium content and natural 
beauty. It is found in Banaskantha district of north Gujarat .

• It is believed to have been used in the construction of the Ram Temple in 
Ayodhya.

• The marble has also been used in temple construction abroad.









The Army is planning to induct women 
soldiers in its Territorial Army (TA) 
battalions



Aspect Details

Latest Update (2025)
The Indian Army is planning to induct women soldiers
into its Territorial Army (TA) battalions for the first time.

Nature of Force
Part-time voluntary military force — supports and 
augments the regular Indian Army.

Role / Function
Serves as the second line of defence after the regular 
army; not a full-time profession or employment.

Eligibility
Only for individuals already employed or self-employed 
in civilian professions. Gainful employment in civil life is 
a prerequisite.

Purpose
To relieve the regular army of static duties and assist in 
national emergencies or natural disasters.

Motto “Savdhani Va Shoorta” (Vigilance and Valour).



Year / Period Development

1920
Raised by the Britishers under the Indian 

Territorial Act of 1920.

Structure (1920)

Divided into: - The Auxiliary Force (for 

Europeans & Anglo-Indians) - The Indian 

Territorial Force (for Indian volunteers).

Post-Independence (1948)
Territorial Army Act, 1948 passed by the Indian 

government.

Inauguration

Officially inaugurated on 9 October 1949 by Shri 

C. Rajagopalachari, India’s first Indian Governor-

General.

Significance

Provides trained units for emergencies and 

national defence while enabling civilians to serve 

the nation part-time.



RuTAG Initiative (Rural 
Technology Action Group)



Aspect Details

Full Form Rural Technology Action Group (RuTAG)

Launched By Office of the Principal Scientific Adviser (OPSA) to the Government of India

Year of Launch 2004

Objective
To bridge the gap between rural needs and scientific solutions, promoting 
rural innovation and technology-based development.

Focus Area
- Identification of region-specific rural problems - Development and upscaling 
of simple, cost-effective technologies - Facilitation of linkages between R&D 
institutions and rural communities

Implementing Agencies
Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) and other premier R&D institutions act 
as RuTAG Centres at the state/zone level.

Category (UPSC Tag)
Science & Technology / Rural Development / Innovation and Governance (GS 
Paper 3)



Target Beneficiaries
Rural artisans, farmers, micro-entrepreneurs, and NGOs working in 

rural technology dissemination.

Core Themes
- Agriculture and livestock improvement - Rural livelihood generation -

Renewable energy - Water and sanitation - Rural machinery and tools

Unique Features

- Works on grassroots innovation identified through bottom-up 

approach - Provides technological support, training, and design 

improvement for traditional sectors.

Example Projects

- Bullock-drawn tractor attachments - Improved looms for handloom 

weavers - Low-cost sanitary napkin units - Water filtration and rural 

energy solutions

Recent Development (2025)
RuTAG projects being integrated with Atmanirbhar Bharat and rural 

skill development missions for wider impact.



Greenland’s Parliament has adopted 
legislation limiting foreigners’ right to 
own property on the island





Aspect Details

Latest Update (2025)
Greenland’s Parliament has passed legislation limiting foreigners’ right to own 
property on the island — a step aimed at protecting local interests and sovereignty
amid growing international interest in Arctic regions.

Geographical Location Situated between North America and Europe in the North Atlantic Ocean.

Geographical Classification
Geographically part of the North American continent, but politically associated with 
Europe (Denmark).

Political Status
Once a Danish colony, Greenland is now an autonomous province of Denmark with 
self-rule in domestic affairs.

Borders
- North: Arctic Ocean - East: Greenland Sea - Southeast: North Atlantic Ocean -
Southwest: Davis Strait - West: Baffin Bay

Capital Nuuk



Physical Features
- Around 80% covered by ice sheet, making it the world’s largest island
(non-continent). - Rich in minerals, rare earth elements, and potential oil 
reserves.

Strategic Importance
- Located in the Arctic Circle, key to climate research, polar shipping 
routes, and geopolitical competition (notably U.S. and China).

Economic Relevance
Emerging focus on sustainable mining, tourism, and fisheries. Concerns 
exist over foreign land ownership and resource exploitation.

International Concern 
(2025)

The property law aims to prevent excessive foreign influence, especially 
from countries investing heavily in Arctic infrastructure and mining.



confirmed Ethiopia’s 
first-ever outbreak of 

Marburg Virus Disease.



Aspect Details

Latest Update (2025)
World Health Organization (WHO) confirmed Ethiopia’s first-ever outbreak of 
Marburg Virus Disease.

Nature of Disease A severe and often fatal hemorrhagic fever caused by the Marburg virus.

History & Origin
- First identified: 1967 - Location: German city of Marburg - Initial outbreak linked 
to: Laboratory monkeys imported from Uganda.

Causative Agent
- Marburg virus (MARV) and Ravn virus (RAVV) — species of Orthomarburgvirus 
marburgense.

Natural Host / Reservoir Rousettus aegyptiacus (African fruit bat, family Pteropodidae).

Transmission
- Zoonotic transmission: From infected bats to humans. - Human-to-human:
Through direct contact with blood, secretions, or contaminated surfaces.



Symptoms
High fever, headache, vomiting, diarrhea, bleeding (internal/external), 
multi-organ failure.

Fatality Rate
Typically ranges from 24% to 88%, depending on outbreak and 
treatment access.

Treatment
No specific antiviral treatment; supportive therapy (hydration, oxygen, 
blood replacement). Experimental vaccines are under development.

Prevention
Avoid contact with fruit bats and infected individuals; implement strict 
isolation and protective measures in healthcare.

Similar Diseases
Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) — both are filoviruses causing hemorrhagic 
fevers.

WHO Classification
Category-A priority pathogen under WHO R&D Blueprint for epidemic 
preparedness.
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