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EErpuCATION 15 NOT THE
LEARNING OF FACTS, BUT
THE TRAINING OF THE

MIND TO THINK.”?

-ALBERT EINSTEIN
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Govt. merges 36 schemes to float farm plan

I Prime Minister Dhan-Dhaanya Krishi Yojan was The new scheme aims to enhance productivity and

announced in the Union Budget for 2025-26 promote sustainable agricultural practices in India

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Union Cabinet
T on Wednesday ap-

proved the Prime
Minister  Dhan-Dhaanya
Krishi Yojana, or PMDDKY,
to enhance agricultural
productivity and increase
adoption of sustainable
agricultural practices
across the country.

The scheme was an-
nounced in the Union Bud-
get for 2025-26.

After the Cabinet meet-
ing, Union Minister Ashwi-
ni Vaishnaw told pressper-
sons that the Centre had
merged 36 schemes of 11
Ministries into the
PMDDKY, which will have
an outlay of ¥24,000 crore
per vear for six years be-
ginning 2025-26. “This
scheme will help 1.7 crore

farmers,” he said.

A release said the
scheme aims at augment-
ing post-harvest storage at
the panchayat and block
levels, improving irrigation
facilities, and facilitating
availability of long-term
and short-term credit.

Across 11 departments
“The scheme will be imple-
mented through conver-
gence of 36 existing
schemes across 11 depart-
ments, other State
schemes, and local part-
nerships with the private
sector... 100 districts will
be identified based on
three key indicators of low
productivity, low cropping
intensity, and less credit
disbursement,” the release
said.

The scheme would be-
nefit at least one district

Greener fields

The PMDDKY aims at enhancing agricultural productivity, increasing
adoption of crop diversification and sustainable agricultural
practices, and augmenting post-harvest storage

¥24,000cr.

to be allocated yearly

100 districts w come under the

scheme which will begin this financial year

for six years for
the scheme

® States and private
SECtor Lo partner
with the Centre
toimplement the

each State.

“The number of dis-
tricts in each State/Union
Territory will be based on
the share of Net Cropped
Area and operational hold-
ings. However, a minimum

= Districts to be identified based on 3 key
indicators: low productivity, low cropping
intensity, less credit disbursement

Helping hand: Nearly 1.7 crore farmers
will benefit from the scheme. 711

of one district will be se-
lected from each State,”
the release added.

The scheme is modelled
on the “Aspirational Dis-
trict Programme” of the
Centre.

Mr. Vaishnaw said the
“first-of-its-kind” scheme
would focus exclusively on
agriculture and allied
sectors.

Committees for effective
planning, implementation
and monitoring of the
scheme will be formed at
district, State, and national
levels.

“A District Agriculture
and Allied Activities Plan
will be finalised by the Dis-
trict Dhan Dhaanya Samiti,
which will also have pro-
gressive farmers as mem-
bers. The district’s plans
will be aligned to the na-
tional goals of crop diversi-
fication, conservation of
water and soil health, self-
sufficiency in agriculture
and allied sectors, as well
as expansion of natural
and organic farming,” the
release said, adding that

the scheme’s progress will
be monitored on a month-
ly basis.

The government hopes
that the scheme will result
in higher productivity, va
lue addition in agriculture
and allied sectors, and lo-
cal livelihood creation
while increasing domestic
production and achieving
self-reliance.

‘Significant step’

Abhishek Jain, Fellow and
Director, Green Economy
and Impact Innovations,
Council on Energy, Envi-
ronment and  Water
(CEEW), said the scheme
was a significant step to-
ward boosting agricultural
performance in India’s un-
der-performing districts by
emphasising not only pro-
ductivity but also resi-
lience through crop diver-

Committees for effective planning of the scheme
will be formed at district, State, and national levels

sification, allied activities,
value addition, soil health,
and water use efficiency.

“However, district selec-
tion could be improved by
using annual net agricultu-
ral income per hectare,” he
said, adding that the
scheme should not focus
on low-credit disburse-
ment as an indicator for
district selection.

“A resilient agriculture
system should not be de-
pendent on credit. Instead,
as we expand and diversify
income streams for farm-
ers via allied and value-ad-
ded activities, and as we
mainstream more sustain-
able agriculture practices,
the reliance on external
credit to fund cultivation
cycles should come down,
while still enhancing in-
comes for the farmers,” he
said.




CCCCC

o Key Features:
e Announced in: Union Budget 2025-26
» Approved by: Union Cabinet
e Implementing Ministry: Across 11 Ministries
» Annual Outlay: 224,000 crore per year for 6 years
» Total Beneficiaries: 1.7 crore farmers

» Objective: Enhance agricultural productivity, promote sustainable practices, and improve post- ,
harvest storage and credit availability



=) Scheme Integration:
» 36 existing schemes across 11 departments merged.
» Focus areas:
« Crop diversification
« Sustainable agriculture
» Post-harvest infrastructure

» Irrigation and credit support

# Implementation Strategy:
» 100 districts to be selected based on:
1. Low productivity
2. Low cropping intensity
3. Less credit disbursement

» At least 1district per State.



i Institutional Mechanism:
« Committees at:
« District
« State
» National level
« District Dhan Dhaanya Samiti to plan & monitor activities with progressive farmers

* Monthly monitoring of progress

© Scheme Alignment:
« Aligned with Aspirational District Programme
* Aims to:
* Increase productivity
» Promote self-reliance
» Reduce dependency on credit

« Enhance value-added income sources



Q. With reference to the PM Dhan-Dhaanya Krishi Yojana (PMDDKY), consider the following

statements:

1. The scheme merges more than 30 existing schemes across 11 ministries to promote sustainable

agriculture.
2. Districts will be selected solely based on annual agricultural income per hectare.
3. A District Dhan Dhaanya Samiti will be responsible for preparing the agriculture plan at the local level.

4. The scheme is aligned with the Aspirational District Programme.

Which of the above statements are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B.1, 3and 4 only
C. 2,3 and 4 only
D.1,2 3and 4
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Gujarat starts

India’s first
tribal genome
project

Abhinay Deshpande

AHMEDABAD

Gujarat has launched In-
dia’s first Tribal Genome
Sequencing Project to im-
prove healthcare among
tribal societies. It will se-
quence the genomes of
2,000 individuals from tri-
bal communities across 17
districts in the State.

The project, titled
“Creation of Reference Ge-
nome Database for Tribal
Population in Gujarat”, is
being implemented by the
Gujarat Biotechnology Re-
search Centre (GBRC) and
is part of the 2025-26 State
Budget. State Tribal Deve-
lopment Minister Kuber
Dindor said the initiative
will focus on early detec-
tion and targeted treat-
ment of genetic disorders
such as sickle cell anaemia,
thalassaemia, and certain
hereditary cancers.

The genetic data collect-
ed will also be used to iden-
tify markers related to nat-
ural immunity and support
the development of perso-
nalised healthcare solu-
tions. The project will in-
corporate advanced
infrastructure for sample
collection, sequencing,
and interpretation of ge-
netic data, officials said.



« Key Features:
 Launched by: Government of Gujarat
e Title of Project: Creation of Reference Genome Database for Tribal Population in Gujarat
 Implemented by: Gujarat Biotechnology Research Centre (GBRC)

e Budget Source: Gujarat State Budget 2025-26

2% Scope & Scale:
e Target Group: Tribal communities in Gujarat

e Coverage: 2,000 individuals from 17 districts



@" Objectives:
 |Improve healthcare among tribal societies
 Create a reference genome database
» Early detection and targeted treatment of:
» Sickle cell anaemia
 Thalassaemia

 Hereditary cancers



# Scientific and Medical Goals:
» |dentify genetic markers related to:
e Natural immunity
» Hereditary disorders
e Support development of personalised healthcare solutions
» Strengthen infrastructure for:
» Sample collection
 Genome sequencing

» Data interpretation



() Geographic & Societal Context:

« Gujarat has a significant tribal population, especially in eastern and southern districts (Dang,

Narmada, Dahod, etc.)

" Historical Context:

e This is the first state-led tribal genome mapping initiative in India.

* Follows global trends in population genomics to improve equity in healthcare.




Q. With reference to India's first Tribal Genome Project launched in Gujarat, consider the following

statements:

1. The project is implemented by the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) under the Ministry of
Tribal Affairs.

2. The project covers 2,000 individuals across 17 districts in Gujarat.

3. One of the project’s goals is to detect hereditary conditions like sickle cell anaemia and thalassaemia

in tribal populations.

4. 1t will help in the development of personalised healthcare by identifying genetic markers.

Which of the above statements are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B. 2, 3and 4 only
C.1, 3 and 4 only
D.1,2, 3and 4



Thurmiar, Judy (7, 2028
A

Prada in Kolhapur: luxur
Drand’s u:;munm:m Artisans
A tochoical towm of globy il e flu

it
Yinited the Kolliaprs .mmml riioan
ot A

Fwo-<hay vinit tvat e
ook sarmplay of the |

"
T Eoalls Yt wals o Al

ikt KapE MOTABPAT CHApDA By
.m..u.. & Conturien-aut g Whic
14 by wila thu InACation Dt ¥y
wroveraial Kiuthar sancaiy launctwd dv
DA COtWCRIon

Iu‘ i

:I ()

The tnalan
10 Commictal

¥l the u..ll.m iRy pua oud 00 X.
s Aran, arul
wrvial Qg a l foery

aho i reesn
contiice hﬂuwn |-mnl tnd toan. o

NRI involved

in hitand-run
death of Fauja
Singh arrested

A

A Canrvnia
all

h
)lluul- farally whibe .l-l\-n‘n

N WUV, Wi arreated A bl
RNt 10 Jodichul cumody in wehiaveod
wnt il
1

nl ou lol-l
ol

A 3 ah | ks
CEll> wiaa Arroataet o Tued: | 4t wvaw that the shaw
Wiy ity aned By vebi e | el wneigy 0 O wles

Tana Dewin awdaed, B B0i- | Gy aotiiatly sapplied s

06 wist produced betore a | Balow
falandhar court, which r “Indiu hun wehloved W
dodd b Taninack i iy

Lot wi winlos
Ally Pl
Tona, (NECA

Mok i ek e
which ia valid un s the
nald,
“ilaosd cania t
Wouks i, 1he wax nul!twd
|l b Dn Bt Mialer for Now and Me-
e S Wi o Rt - nuwabile 1K00rRY, asid ear
m-umm-nv duamoning. i Yier

"
|t the Park
rwlhiad Josh,

., el g

" Ay vy
WY BTN b et only
aval Nl abesr v mliy ding
Uy »‘uu-l-u—; Na:

"

awiake of i Identity of the

toan bt Tiy o vk, Hin Gkt

WO awaarodd (aftor

the echiont) and 1hat
" .

:

wohdcha, thw 588 wakd newable enargy um.n—u

A sl ar g
N Al WS
i inetatiod ulu.mmv
capacity. As on funw 16,
BOLN - wA P e Conitin
Tom 10 K. Howeve

sy st dewpriin

Claia ey,

e alower I0cr v DULE

Bhnbrap o b ey wan ke

€0 Wb “capacity utiiation
vl

ORI O
vidlahsle smar
Ky wan u-hln

Share of clean energy

~Solnr hws QUK of 0
0% aniad i
proa g n-ul]ul--d

Tl
Tribttion fo Acxus Wner
Conn coinaling inbed des

Coral dependuncy
[ PR

0 Rolar gnergy unilieation

in

electricity still below 30%

g sl
during dw daytin
abar " A
Coukdns bo suen
owining.

U0 nprove solar unll
watlon, wo nead fexiility
{0 the urt nmlu v

e e
with  dMferentinl
Powse GArn during the
ey, Thaix will roqul

ar, viee pree

Wavipey Al

Anet FRANWT Aol an wRpert
iy

A Rcreane i

“hybrid

powar propcta that com-
Iuy-h

Wil

IllNl O el

mows Indim's grewing ps

i roand she-clock pow
wds nre the

8y oo
vhal Avvakysin,

=Wheis paleosd with bat
oy Mg, s By e
GAI drare lrpius wivorgy
Wl v g ol
sciihar

Iy 0 the evwning

Parliament
canteen rolls
out curated
‘health menu’

W

e el
ke n "
Spoakar O I,
Habinsant ciivtwmis 1wt Iu
ol our & “health e
with Fisodd temn much an i
1 milbor kb, grisles fsh,
hu- lls waluchs and pro-

o

WA pabks e
Dwalihior Hestylon "
o paviun, i
willy «oan
Tow in ‘Ml'l\\llylllllﬂl. mnll
L, andd catoriie while re.
malning high &
nex, Bunld

Tornathonal Yeor
'

0 20X1, Uake COTtI stage
an the e, inchading jo-
AT u AIEAT 0y

war
mex miller khee

opular u -lm-.ln wch
¢hana ¢ e
e aairire. oo
lllﬂb‘ly Thwaw I aleo an ae

ey of  non vegetarian
Powde wikh B o "
uullun Chlchon

vomiabiles uul

Viiasaln rett and gpery:
TRAVOLIT S TEATUI fbih bk

Renewed optimism in Canada-India

economic ties: business

1YAWA

Canuchlan inveseors und bu

iumens aiw M
s with o GITMIAN
N T

0
Musines

ww  Canadin

Prime Minister, Mark Car

ey, Tk v balnly shgisalion

the opportiity. @ g
W

el e Cavmd i
[

i Tuave 1o estabibisdd
CNE G e Totia Gk

N COIUnUNRY
" oan o'-pomumv 10w
Bubd wnd wrow the com-
mercial  vulattonahips  and
Hopenally fnolly sl an

o
trade -IJNII'.M:.

o B Liows & nagor fos
N Canneda in 2025, This -m'
WiHn e e sy

W demonateated o Larty Progress  Trade
reeTnent witer our clos
wab allies nh At A

vocently,
Pt Ve wayi®

- A‘nl

TV S
w1 A 1 TV F5 7 SITTIE Peeded 1080 AP, Abe

council leader

A

10K wignals for
business plul\mn; wod | "l
At

.Tun e

tllnlll

dmuuy Iwyuml e VL5,
s e
e -ly v I Wvctia

W1 MR CH 1Oy Are sl reml suCcRss, on
P e N ]

partie
e

i o
It i
Tovors a
lont Th

e
TR e
i MIALOrs i
1he Move 1o remorg th tes
pestive High
Arn I OFUws and Naw Dl
I Tl woad Consacdin il
Withdrswin thelr respoctive
High  Commimbomies
644,

thie

New NCERT textbook explains how
‘colonial pow ers stole India’s wealth’

W

Tl - -c-clnl
ik o
]

hw llu'w

A opwan

P L

o one which
Ha of Ite wealth
hupier 4 o

e new
Nowrih, o galinr

Indtr —aned
i

rat ik b

hll va»nhh from
plyrse L ©

el be i
vu-\. mnor

Aot judelal
kel Mlul-k\n
1 h

o
.-v the NCK Il \|lvl(nlul
G fow
M.Ionlv il Pe M hinutn,

AR S M atamene e
Ty B WCICIEY salil,
AN the fuctn presenited iy
Wiks fonibrrk o s

for thum..” 1w fourth
m- ter v on 1 Msclude
W by William Uighy
Witleh mtdrev, - Modrn
nghand Tnan bes ol
vl by Bondkan wiralth
et by s fakarts by the
g ansad ol "

the weal KL wd e
incia grven ' By Indian o
nomi Ut i
persod nmn P08 10 LA,
v A il S

e
Beltain's GE
wvall

wnrl Bl e
P n 3023, m-l
kil

™
Very stilfeewn
M artadnest

v
anniry. Wi

o iy
prjudice and misunder
AUy <A Bots o histo
i od Al g
20 Yoyt b

Whi note atis, Wil
i e can

the chap-

ter smmer
“In Tk, I e co

Purspective by showing
whit really hoppenod
the destruction of fndia's
Indllrlmlu Innchinrbon vllul
veemtbon
Ad $vuan BUEING
v 0o e &
1

w valway
T M Da

SOE GO Wi ll-nv W
dkl\vn lhc mlwv I
»

world ului Iluvu[w‘- llln.nv-
Iratia's unelent el
o

bt
Made pasaling referencos (o
the Marm!

HOdUCeS AN nEEY e

dechicmud ta “The s of

B e T

e B ook batin fron
wr oAt more 4

o

Frowe . » a0 explodes aid becom:
free el with carmmory (51
City i Aakesd ik (8
Mot vl wntial gl (5,0}
Arviie imatiinn Taund vin senar whadslieals (7)

thisl (o)

wEI R+ 14539

WL e 41 v.
AL QY e g A YN
24 Muyal wnbwring abut gallory (1)

28" Gree dinwt demesit apmaitingly shisthup 1411}

BUINEN PN i 17)

Vo atinn |
A3 Conataterly \nist this for nutty (e iea-crasm &5.0)
28 Eaihinle LOCRl AR (1)

26 Sroniem of spint beme b
2P DDA Company e
Down
B Garenan chests wonring red
2 Roguinrly supooet o0 s ruc
» T b0 skl Taking ey o, Kary wi

Tt valny iy (6 4)
A B e tendder large weed ke Gangare (6)
B Wife ook bagh risk for @ Fida on lake (53]
.
7
"

ty (51
wailel AT iea 19)

ks (47)

wrdinary drse

Quat- bndlimantal bit \hat we sy ()
D’ grarty

[ Neon Wy 1o iyd iasy fogukn
AR bty balh abanst & new sinley he C
vasusus Ile (10)
AV Gt st EU datrected B (0)
harge about --ﬁ'-nn s alioe (0
I Buspieln b that Ch sl H]
20 An avercive form oan

with

(-\liunlw [

ar .mm n-. wnery 10 Al Fonh | 1.3)

2 ouit wark lipend small Mo st s falr
s (341

24 Second line In that 4 inch (4

SUDOKL
- - .
1

8 =)

;
3

..:n-zmr'“-"m"

W o e N )

LT AT IR e e e

CCOLNNE -

-5

[ N PR AT

iy

cwrtain for the s wi
b dnovbiabibe Bor Do one whic b e
wul the luwvl’l-lll-n

B L N T N
ental barenting, -lnl Mastead valle

-,
ATR AN I Wha

declaive ax

b

1. K abuin's semidban ti AL)
Grcwnd WK W
“

on aptritunlly desd. Krixhing
ath mre imerely twes sidvs of

o A el witly

mocal




Share of clean energy in
electricity still below 30%

While installed capacity has hit 50%, clean energy sources have a lower ‘capacity utilisation factor’;

flexibility in the grid and improved battery storage are way forward to address gap, says expert

Jacob Koshy

NEW DELHI

ndia may have

achieved an impor-

tant milestone of
sourcing 50% of its total
electric power capacity of
about 484 gigawatts from
non-fossil fuel sources,
though publicly available
data show that the share of
clean energy in the elec-
tricity actually supplied is
below 30%.

“India has achieved a
landmark in its energy
transition  journey by
reaching 50% of its in-
stalled electricity capacity
from non-fossil fuel sourc-
es — five years ahead of the
target set under its Nation-
ally Determined Contribu-
tions [NDCs] to the Paris
Agreement,” Pralhad Joshi,
Minister for New and Re-
newable Energy, said ear-
lier this week.

“This significant miles-
tone underscores the
country’s commitment to
climate action and sustain-
able development, and sig-
nals that India’s clean ener-
gy transition is not only
real but also accelerating
under Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi's leadership.”

In 2014, the share of re-
newable energy sources -

Power potential: Capacity utilisation factor is an indicator of how

much available energy is usable, REUTERS

solar, wind, biomass, hy-
dropower (small and large)
and nuclear power - con-
stituted about 30% of In-
dia’s installed electricity
capacity. As on June 30,
2025 - as per the Centre - it
rose to 50%. However, the
share of electricity generat-
ed from these sources rose
from 17% in 2014-15 to 28%
in the April 2024 to May
2025 period.

Experts say that despite
the rise in clean energy,
the slower increase in uti-
lising clean energy was due
to the “capacity utilisation
factor” (CUF), a measure of
how much available ener-
gy was usable.

“Solar has CUF of ap-
proximately 20% and wind
around 25-30%, compared
to coal's 60% or nuclear’s
80%. This means their con-
tribution to actual genera-
tion remains limited des-
pite high installed
capacity,” said Arunendra
kumar Tiwari, Fellow, The
Energy Resources
Institute.

Coal dependence

Base load demand, or pow-
er that is available through
the day, is largely provided
by coal, which makes up
about 75% of India’s energy
mix, While there was a rise
in solar energy utilisation

and easing demand on coal
during the daytime, partic-
ularly in summer, this
couldn’t be seen in the

evening.

“To improve solar utili-
sation, we need flexibility
in the grid and improved
battery storage. Right now,
we pay the same (per unit)
for electricity, whether
night or day. Much like in
the early days of telecom,
when night calls were
cheaper, we need to expe-
riment with differential
power tariffs during the
day. This will require smart
grids and better manage-
ment," said Saurabh Ku-
mar, vice-president, Global
Energy Alliance for People
and Planet and an expert
on energy.

An increase in ‘hybrid’
power projects that com-
bine solar, wind, hydro
and storage elements to
meet India’s growing peak
and round-the-clock pow-
er needs are the way for-
ward, says a policy note
from the Institute for Ener-
gv Economics and Finan-
cial Analysis.

“When paired with bat-
tery storage, these hybrids
can store surplus energy
and release it during peak
demand hours, particular-
ly in the evening.”



» Installed clean energy capacity: 50% of India’s total electric power capacity (~484 GW) now

comes from non-fossil fuel sources (solar, wind, hydro, nuclear, biomass).
» Actual electricity supplied from clean energy: <30%

» India reached its Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) target of 50% installed clean capacity

five years early (2025 instead of 2030).

Gap Explained:
» Despite 50% capacity from clean energy, only 30% of actual electricity comes from it.
e This is due to lower Capacity Utilisation Factor (CUF) of clean energy:
e Solar CUF: ~20%
 Wind CUF: ~25-30%
e Coal CUF: ~60%

e Nuclear CUF: ~80%



Expert Recommendations:
Improve grid flexibility
Expand battery storage
Promote hybrid power projects (solar + wind + hydro + storage)

Introduce differential power tariffs based on demand (day/night)

34 Fossil Fuel Dependence:

» Coal still provides ~75% of electricity generated, especially base-load power.

» Solar power increases were seen during the day but did not reduce evening coal demand.




Q. With reference to India's electricity sector, consider the following statements:

1. As of June 2025, India has installed 50% of its total electric power capacity from non-fossil fuel

sources.

2. Despite high installed capacity, the share of electricity actually generated from clean energy sources

remains below 50% due to lower capacity utilisation factors.
3. Solar power in India has a higher capacity utilisation factor than nuclear power.

4. Hybrid power projects combining solar, wind, hydro, and storage are seen as a way to reduce coal

dependence.

Which of the above statements are correct?

A.1, 2 and 4 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1and 3 only
D.1,2 3and 4
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Task ahead for BJP chief in Telangana

Rethinking the reinforced one-front war concept
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T h e a d O ptl O n pa ra d OX Chart 3: Statewise number of children legally free for adoption in 2025*

The data for the charts were sourced from an RTI reply received from the Ministry

of Women and Child Development, the 2020 Orphan Report (INSAMER), and M.P. Dlellgl
“Review of Guardianship and Adoption Laws”, by the Parliamentary Standing 134 :
Committee on Personnel, Public Grievances and Law West Bengal
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» India's central adoption agency, CARA (Central Adoption Resource Authority), is facing a growing

imbalance:
» 36,381 prospective adoptive parents (2025)
 Only 2,652 children legally free for adoption

e That's 13 parents for every one adoptable child

ul Data & Trends:
 Number of prospective parents increased significantly since 2021.
« Time to get an adoption referral increased:
e 2017: ~1year
o 2022: ~3.5 years

e 22,000+ children are in Child Care Institutions (CCls), but only a small fraction are declared legally

free for adoption.



- Legal & Policy Issues:

» Juvenile Justice Act (2021) provides a time-bound procedure to declare children legally free for

adoption.
» But implementation suffers due to:
» Lack of coordination between CCls and CARA
» Poor training, weak follow-up, and low accountability

» Legal guardianship or incomplete abandonment procedures

¢ Barriers:
» Preference for children in 0-2 years age group causes long wait.
» Children with special needs or older age (14-18) are least likely to be adopted.

» Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, Karnataka, West Bengal = over 50% of adoptive parents.



Q. With reference to the adoption process in India, consider the following statements:

1. The number of prospective adoptive parents currently exceeds the number of children legally free for

adoption.
2. All children in Child Care Institutions (CCls) are eligible for adoption under the Juvenile Justice Act.
3. The delay in declaring children legally free for adoption reduces their chances of getting adopted.

4. Tamil Nadu and West Bengal account for more than half of the total adoptive parents in India.

Which of the above statements are correct?

A.1Tand 3 only
B. 2 and 4 only
C.1, 3 and 4 only
D.1,2 3and 4



SOCIAL SCIENCE

RELEASED THIS WEEK

New Class 8 book chapter on
colonial period skips Tipu
Sultan, Anglo-Mysore wars

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
NEW DELHIL JULY 16

THE NEW NCERT Class 8 Social
Science textbook skips the men-
tion of Tipu Sultan, Haidar Ali or
the Anglo-Mysore wars of 1700s
in its chapter on India’s colonial
era, which has been described as
time when “one of the richest
lands of the world had become
one of the poorest™.

Part 1 of the textbook —
Exploring Society: Indian and
Beyond — was released this week
for use in the ongoing academic
session, A second part is ex-
pected this year.

The chapter on the colonial
cra covers the period from the
late 1400s and the arrival of
Vasco da Gama up to the late
1800s, Including the "Great
Indian Rebellion of 1857, It traces
the shift of the British from being
traders to rulers, refers to the
Battle of Plassey — adecisive vic-
tory for the East India Company
against Nawab of Bengal in 1757
— and the “drain of India's
wealth” during this period,

A section on the early resist-
ance movements that chal-
lenged British colonialism inthe
run-up to the 1857 rebellion
refers to the asi-Fakir re-
bellion’ of the 1700s, the Kol
Uprising. and the Santhal rebel-
Hon and “peasant uprisings™ of
the 1800s,

In a separate chapter on the
Marathas, it refers to the Anglo-
Maratha wars between 1775 and
1818 and states that “the British
took India from the Marathas
more than from the Mughals or
any other power”.

In the old Class 8 Social
Science textbook, a section on
the expansion of the East India
Company's rule from 1757 to
1857 also pointed to the resist-
ance to them from the rulers of
Mysore — referring to Mysore
under Haider Ali and Tipu Sultan,
“the Tiger of Mysore”, and the

four Anglo-Mysore Wars in the
1700s. It also described the wars
the Marathas fought against the
East India Company.

When asked If Tipu Sultan
and the Anglo-Mysore wars may
find a mention in part 2 of the
new Social Science book, Michel
Danino, who chaired NCERT's

Policy 2020 and the National
Curriculum Framework, said
chapters for part 2 “are not
ready yet”,

“But a temporary answer is:
probably not,” he said, “It's un-
formunately not passible to cover
all events of the colonial period:
if we try to, we fall back into the
old mode of cramming text-
books with dates, wars etc. Inthe
Middle Stage (Classes 6-8), we
only do a quick overview of
Indian history: in the Secondary
Stage (Classes 9to 12), there will
De Opportunities (o go over some
penods — especially the crucial
one of colonial domination — in
greater depth,” he added,

‘Drain of wealth'

Referring to the “age of colo-
nialism” and the expansion of
the European powers from the
15th century onwards in differ-
ent parts of the world, the book
notes that while the colonisers
claimed they had a “civilizing
mission”, the reality was differ-
entand included “destruction of
traditional ways of life, and the
impaosition of foreign cultural
values.”

According to the new book,
until the 16th century, when
European powers began sailing
to the Indian subcontinent, India
contributed “at least one-fourth
of the world GDP during this
whole penod, making it one of
the two largest economies glob-
ally alongside China (whose con-
tribution was of the same order "

A later section in the chapter
points out that “India's share of
the world GDP kept declining

throughout the colonial rule,
reaching hardly 5 percent at the
time of Independence, In less
than two centuries, one of the
richest lands of the world had
become one of the poorest.”
Similarly, a section on the
“drain of India’s wealth" says the
colonisers extracted “many bil-
lions of pounds from India”, and
~a more recent estimate (by Utsa
Patnaik) for the period 1765 to
1938 comes to 45 trillion US dol-
lars (intoday’s value)". "Had this
wealth remained invested in
India, it would have been a very
different country when it at-
tained independence,” it says.
The new book also says the
construction of India’s railways
“was not a gift from the colonial
rulers to India.” “Most of it was
paid for by Indian tax revenue,
which means that Indian funded
infrastructure primarily served
British strategic and commercial
interests. The same can be said
of the telegraph network,” it

The colonial powers “stole
thousands of statues, paintings,
Jjewels, manuscripts and other
cultural artefacts from India and
sent them to European muse-
ums or private collections,” the
book says, adding that such
“massive theft” took place over
much of the colonized world,

The old Class 8 book did not
have the sections on the rail-
ways, the “theft™ of artefacts, and
world GDP,

Said Danino: “We included
the real facts on the financing of
the Indian railway and telegraph
(and several wars, including put-
ting down the 1857 Rebellion)
because otherwise we give a
wrong impression that these
were great gifts by the colonial
powers, They were no gifts and
contributed to make poor
Indians (especially the peasant
class) even poorer through rey-
enue extraction.” He maintained
that his remarks reflect his per-
sonal opinion.



» New NCERT Class 8 Social Science textbook:

Released for the 2024-25 academic session under NEP 2020 framework.
» Part 1 of the book: Exploring Society: Indian and Beyond — currently available.

 Controversy:
Skips mention of Tipu Sultan, Haidar Ali, and Anglo-Mysore wars, despite earlier NCERT editions

covering these.

¥ What It Covers:
» Colonial period: from Vasco da Gama (1498) to the Revolt of 1857
* Focus on:
» Plassey (1757), British victory
e "Drain of Wealth" theory
» Anglo-Maratha wars and Maratha resistance

e Sanyasi-Fakir, Santhal, and Kol uprisings



X What It Omits:

» No reference to Tipu Sultan or Haidar Ali in Part 1
* No mention of four Anglo-Mysore wars
* No content on:
» Indian railway/telegraph as British strategic tools (only new edition includes it)

» Theft of artefacts, colonial loot, and impact on GDP (absent in old textbooks)

() Justification (as per authors):
» Michel Danino, chair of textbook development group:
» Not possible to cover everything at Middle Stage (Class 6-8)
» Full colonial coverage reserved for Part 2 (not yet released)

« Warns against “cramming textbooks with names/dates”



"\ Historical Insights from New Book:

India contributed ~25% of world GDP until 16th century

Declined to <5% at Independence

British railways/telegraph were not “gifts” but built using Indian tax revenue
Massive wealth theft of “artefacts, jewels, statues” to Europe & museums

Book rejects the British "civilizing mission" narrative, calling it a destructive imposition of foreign

values




Secretly recorded conversations admissible in divorce cases: what SC said

APURVAVISHWANATH &
AMAAL SHEIKH
NEW DELHILJULY 16

THE SUPREME COURT on Monday ruled
that secretly recorded conversations be-
tween spouses are admissible as evidence
inmatrimonial disputes, It set aside a 2021
Punjab and Haryana High Court judgment
that had barred a husband from using se-
cretly recorded phone conversations with
his wife as evidence indivorce proceedings.

The top court's ruling changes the con-
toursof spousal or marital privilege in Indian
tween a husband and wife during theirmar-
riage, and even after the marmage hasended.

What is spousal privilege?
Spousal privilege means that a person
cannot be compelled to testify against their

spouse in a criminal case. It is rooted inthe
idea that a degree of protection must be
provided to private conversations between
a husband and wife during their marriage.

Spousal privilege is codified in Section
122 of the Indian Evidence Act, 1872."No
person who is or has been married, shall
be compelled to disclose any communica-
tion made to him during marriage by any
person to whom he is or has been married;
nor shall he be permitted to disclose any
such communication.”

According to the law, spousal commu-
nication is allowed as evidence only when
the other spouse consents to it orwhen one
spouse has narrated the events to a third
party, who then testifies in court.

How does the law apply to divorce cases?

Spousal privilege does not directly ap-
ply in divorce cases where one spouse
makes allegations against the other spouse,

and testifies in a court of law. These allega-
tions are supplemented by evidence such
as letters, photographs, or testimonies of
other people. However, with technological
advances, text messages, video and voice
recordings, and emails are often presented
as evidence,

Many High Courts have refrained from
dccepting secret recordings as evidence due
0 tW0 main reasons.

M Thereisarisk that secret

concerns of surveillance among spouses.

Why did the SC allow secret recordings
to be admissible in court?

The SCs ruling relied on its 1973 judg-
mentinacase that pertained to a telephonic
conversation recorded secretly by the po-
lice to prove a bribery charge against a doc-
tor. At the time, the apex court overlooked

how the evidence was ob-
tained, given that the case in-

recordings can be procured volved corruption by a public
through suspect or coercive LAW servant and the phone tap
methods, Courts must weigh was conducted by the state.
whether the material is rele- The SC has now effectively ex-

vantand lawfully admissible as evidence in
each case, This process ina trial is called the
appreciation of evidence.,

M There is a reasonable expectation of
privacy ina marriage, and secret recordings
violate an individual’s privacy. A relation-
ship bereft of this expectation gives rise to

tended this reasoning to matrimonial cases.

The court has said that if evidence is
relevant, independently verifiable, and
falls within statutory exceptions, itcan be
admitted even if collected in secret.
Although secret recordings are a violation
of fundamental rights, the right to privacy

must be balanced with the right to a fair
trial, according to the SC.

The apex court has also said a telephone
that secretly records conversations is “no
different from an eavesdropper”. Put sim-
ply. the SChas equated digital evidence toa
third party who is a witness toa privileged
conversation and is testifying.

Why is the ruling significant?

The ruling is an example of how the SC
operationalises the night to privacy. Initsin-
terpretation of Section 122, the apex court
said the provision was drafted for the "sanc-
tity of the marriage”, and not to protect pri-
vacy within marriage.

While this is true for a law which came
into force in 1872, the SC's 2017 judgment
in the Puttaswamy case made the nght to
privacy a fundamental right, protecting the
inner sphere of the individual from inter-
ference from both state and non-state ac-

tors. Any infringement of the right to pri-
vacy must be backed by a valid law.

Also, there have been concerns that
making secret recordings admissible as ev-
idence in court could lead to surveillance
within a marriage. The SC, however, has
stated that “if the marriage has reached a
stage where spouses are actively snooping
on each other, that is in itself a symptom of
a broken relationship and denotes a lack of
trust between them.”

Another concern is that the ruling
could affect women's right to a fair trial as
there is a huge gender gap in smartphone
ownership in India. According to the
Mobile Gender Gap Report 2025, thereisa
39% divide in ownership of smartphones
by women compared to men in the coun-
try. This means that men have more access
to recording technologies which gives
them an upper hand in cases related to
matrimonial disputes,



W Supreme Court Ruling (July 2025)

» Context: SC overturned a 2021 Punjab & Haryana High Court decision which barred a husband from

using secretly recorded phone calls with his wife as evidence in divorce proceedings.

Judgment: Secretly recorded conversations can be admissible as evidence in matrimonial disputes

if they are:
* Relevant
* Independently verifiable

* Not in violation of statutory exceptions




- Key Legal Concepts:

1. Spousal Privilege (Section 122, Indian Evidence Act, 1872)

« Protects private conversations between married partners.
* No spouse is compelled to disclose marital communication in court.

« Exceptions: If one spouse consents or testifies voluntarily, it may be admissible.

2. Right to Privacy vs. Right to Fair Trial

« Secret recordings may breach privacy, but SC says:
« |If relationship already lacks trust (snooping occurs), it reflects marriage breakdown.

« Evidence must be weighed against the right to a fair trial.




(4§ SC Reasoning & Justification:
e Based on a 1973 SC ruling involving a police-recorded bribe call.
e Digital evidence = testimony of a third-party "eavesdropper".

» Privacy breach is secondary to truth if the evidence is legally obtained and relevant.

. Concerns Highlighted:

e Surveillance inside marriages may increase.

» Gender digital divide: Mobile Gender Gap Report 2025 notes:
» 39% gap in smartphone ownership (men vs. women)
 Men may misuse tech for covert recordings

e Women's right to fair trial may be compromised due to unequal tech access.
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India now fourth preferred
market in Asia: BofA survey

FE BUREAU
Mumbai, July 16

THE INDIAN EQUITY market is
now the fourth- most preferred
market in Asia,with Taiwanand
South Korea benefiting from
the resurgent semiconductor
cycle, BofA Securities’ latest
Asia Fund Manager Survey
noted on countryallocations.

“Japan remains the most
favourite market by a distance,
followed by Taiwan and Korea,
with Indiaslippingto the fourth
spot,” the survey found. While
Korea gains additional upside
from hopessurroundingits new
leadership’s policy reforms,
China allocation dropped again
withonlyAustraliaand Thailand
behind it in the pecking order,”
the Surveysaid.

Among the sectors in
India, investors are keen on
consumption and infrastruc-
ture plays. “IT services is out
of favour, mirroring our
India IT services Indicator’s
plunge to a 20-month low
last month,” BofA Securities
observed adding  that
small/mid-caps themesareon
top of investors’minds.

In the Asia ex-Japan portfo-

INVESTOR CHOICE

Japan stays most favourite, followed by Taiwan & South Korea

Asia Pacific market sentiment: Net % FMS investors
overweight (% saying overweight - % saying underweight)

Japan I 32
Taiwan I 19
South Korea I 16
_ India S 10
Ner::/“;?;l':ne; l.Jnderweight. Overweight 3
Singapore -3 @
Indonesia
Malaysia é
China
Australia  -16 G

Thailand -23 GG

Source: BafA Asia Fund Manager Survey

lio, participants are growth-
biased and overweight in semi-
conductors, software, tech
hardware, and banks, while
avoiding materials, energy,
industrials, and real estate, the
survey revealed. In Japan,
banks, beneficiary of higher
rates, remain the most pre-
ferred sector, followed by semi-
conductors. The survey noted,
“Investors prefervalue tilt over
growth but they do not see a
definite market-cap size seg-

ment that will outperform.
China’s Al/semis remains the
most favored theme.

Investor concern over Pres-
ident Trump’s trade war pos-
turing is fading fast,evenashe
broadens the conflict, the sur-
veysaid.“Astriking 70% of the
participantsview the potential
hit to Asian economies/mar-
kets as only slightly negative -
marking the most optimistic
reading since December,”
it said.




(§ Sectoral Preference:
» Favored in India:
e Consumption
» Infrastructure
e Small/mid-cap companies
e Out of favor: Indian IT sector

» Reflected in IT Services Indicator falling to a 20-month low.

Global Sectoral Bias:

e |nvestors overweight on:
» Semiconductors
» Software
» Tech hardware

e Banks



¢ Avoiding:
Materials
Energy
Real estate

Industrials

@ Japan Market:

* Most preferred sectors: Banks (due to rising interest rates), followed by Semiconductors

* Investors tilted towards value investing, not necessarily favoring specific market-cap sizes.




India Achieves 50%
Non-Fossil Fuel Power
Capacity




* India’s non-fossil fuel power capacity has reached 242.78
GW out of 484.82 GW total installed capacity, 5 years ahead
of its 2030 target under the Paris Agreement's Nationally
Determined Contributions (NDCs)




Non-Fossil Fuels:

Non-fossil fuels refer to energy sources that are

not derived from fossilized organic matter such
as coal, oil, or natural gas.

It includes both renewable energy sources (solar,
wind, and hydropower) and non-renewable
energy sources (nuclear) energy sources.




As of June 2025, India’s total installed electricity capacity stands at 484.82 GW, with 50% coming
from non-fossil fuel sources, which includes:

o Renewable energy: 184.62 GW (38.08%)
o Large hydropower: 49.38 GW (10.19%)
o Nuclear energy: 8.78 GW (1.81%)

A. Installed Electricity Capacity by Source as on 30.06.2025 (RE + Large Hydro Combined)

Sector Capacity (in GW) Percentage
Thermal 242.04 GW (49.92%)
Nuclear 8.78 GW (1.81%)
RE (including Large Hydro) 234.00 GW (48.27%)

Total 484.82 GW (100%)



ADEETIE
Scheme




* Union Minister launched the ADEETIE scheme to boost
industrial energy efficiency, especially for MSMEs, at a national
rollout event in Panipat, Haryana.




E’lﬂgl‘s‘?‘;‘fcw BUREAU OF ENERGY EFFICIENCY

&63) POWER (Government of India, Ministry of Power)

ADEETIE: ASSISTANCE IN DEPLOYING ENERGY EFFICIENT

TECHNOLOGIES IN INDUSTRIES & ESTABLISHMENTS

Supporting MSMEs with ADEETIE: Energy Efficiency Made Affordable!



What is ADEETIE?

ADEETIE stands for Assistance in Deploying
Energy Efficient Technologies in Industries &
Establishments.

It is a flagship scheme to promote low-carbon
industrial growth by facilitating adoption of
clean, efficient energy technologies.

Launched by: Union Ministry of

Power



* Budget & Duration:
» Total Budget: X1000 crore (FY 2025-26 to FY 2027-28).

e X875 crore for interest subvention, X50 crore for audits,
X75 crore for handholding support.




Word of the day

Irredenta:

a region that is related ethnically or historically
to one country but is controlled politically by
another

Usa €. Many nations stake historical claims
on territories considered irredenta, leading to
territorial disputes.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/irredentapro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /ir.reden.ta/
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