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44,000 new start-ups were
registered in 2025, says PM

Prime Minister says Startup India mission has become a ‘revolution, with the country becoming

the third-largest start-up ecosystem globally; risk-taking has become mainstream today, he adds

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

early 44,000 start-
N ups registered with
the government in

2025, the highest annual
addition since Startup In-
dia was launched, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
said on Friday at an event
commemorating the 10th
anniversary of the scheme.
Launched on January
16, 2016, the flagship initia-
tive seeks to foster innova-
tion, promote entrepre-
neurship, and enable
investment-driven growth.

The biggest jump

“I'm even more pleased to
see that the momentum of
Startup India is steadily in-
creasing,” Mr. Modi said.
“Today’s start-ups are be-
coming unicorns, unicorns
are launching their IPOs,
and creating more and
more jobs. Last year alone,
in 2025, nearly 44,000
new start-ups were regis-
tered. This is the biggest

. r
—

Looking up: Narendra Modi visits an exhibition during an event

marking a decade of Startup India, in New Delhi, on Friday. ANI

jump in any single year
since the launch of Startup
India.”

He said that the Startup
India mission has become
a “revolution” in India,
with the country taking its
position as the third-largest
start-up ecosystem in the
world.

“Ten years ago, there
were fewer than 500 start-
ups in the country; today,
that number has grown to
over 2,00,000,” Mr. Modi
said. “In 2014, India had

only four unicorns; today,
there are nearly 125 active
unicorns in India... These
figures bear witness to how
our start-ups are driving
the ecosystem, innovation,
and growth.”

Mr. Modi also talked
about how the perception
of risk-taking has changed
in the country, becoming
more widely accepted and
even respected.

“Earlier, risk-taking was
discouraged in the coun-
try, but today, it has be-

come mainstream,” Mr.
Modi said, adding, “Those
who think beyond monthly
salary are not only accept-
ed but also respected. Risk-
taking ideas, which people
once considered fringe,
are now  becoming
fashionable.”

He also said that over
325,000 crore has been in-
vested through the Fund of
Funds for start-ups that
had been created by the
government.

Speaking to the media
after the event, Commerce
and Industry Minister Piy-
ush Goyal said the focus of
the Fund of Funds 2.0, ap-
proved in April 2025 with a
corpus of ¥10,000 crore,
would be on deep tech,
particularly in areas wit-
nessing a lot of innovation,
such as artificial intelli-
gence, machine learning,
quantum technologies, de-
fence, and aerospace.
“These are areas where the
country has a need, and
where we want to become
a global leader,” he said.
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Topic

Key facts (English)

W T SHindi)

Startup India launch

Launched on 16 Jan 2016

|
6 7 § T IEE BT

Startup (concept)

Early-stage, innovation-led business model; scalable

SIS Ik, Ble & 1TSS SRR

DPIIT (nodal)

Startup recognition generally goes via DPIIT
(Commerce & Industry)

&R T Tl o 59T ST&E S0 DPIIT

Unicorn

Privately held startup valued at $1B+

Foe R T g 5d valuation $1B+

Active unicorns

“Active” implies currently operating unicorns (not
shut/merged)

“Active” = eI e S T

IPO

Public listing; startups use IPO for capital + credibility

IPO EFAE BRI T SHICT eI 1908

Fund of Funds

Govt capital routed via AlFs/managed funds to support
startups

TSI GBS (0% 55005 &RR | ST gehl

Deep-tech

Tech-heavy R&D (Al/ML/Quantum/Aerospace/Defence
etc.)

ET R&D™ Ik &5 —
Al/Quantum/Aerospace/Defence

Risk-taking culture

Shift from “discouraged” to “accepted & respected”

THEYT TR 0 PRT TSAWE T

Key exam angle

Compare: Startup India vs Stand-Up India; funding vs
credit

TBF SIS FACHNHISR T ISRT FER T,




Exam

SSC GD Constable

SSC CGL Tier-1

RBI Grade B

RRB NTPC CBT-1

OSSC TGT

UPSC CAPF (AC) Paper-lIi

Date (as per paper/shift)

13 Jan 2023 (Shift 3)

25 Jul 2023 (Shift 1)

28 May 2022 (Memory-
based paper)

15 Feb 2021 (Shift 2)

11 Mar 2023 (Shift 3)

12 Aug 2018

Question (Paraphrased)

Startup India Initiative was launched
on which date?

Which team became India’s first
sports unicorn (market cap ~%7,600
cr as of Jan 2022)?

Which became India’s 100th
unicorn in May 20227

Startup India was launched on which
date?

Startup India was launched in which
year?

Startup India Hub was
operationalised on which date (for
handholding/query support)?

Answer

16 Jan 2016

Chennai Super Kings

Open (neo-banking
startup)

16 Jan 2016

2016

1 Apr 2016



* Q. Consider the following statements:

* In 2025, about 44,000 new start-ups were
registered, which was stated as the biggest single-
year jump since Startup India began.

* Fund of Funds 2.0 (approved in April 2025)
focuses on deep-tech areas such as
Al/ML/Quantum/Defence/Aerospace.

* In 2014, India had nearly 125 active unicorns.

 Which of the above statements is/are correct?

* A)1and 2 only
B) 2 and 3 only
C) 1 and 3 only
D)1,2and3
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EU leaders set to be chief guests
at 77th Republic Day celebrations

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

Defence Secretary Rajesh
Kumar Singh on Friday an-
nounced that European
Union leaders Antonio
Costa, President of the Eu-
ropean Council, and Ursu-
la von der Leyen, President
of the European Commis-
sion, will be the chief
guests at India’s 77 Repu-
blic Day celebrations.

In a briefing to pressper-
sons ahead of Republic
Day, he said that the 90-mi-
nute Republic Day Parade
on January 26 along Karta-
vya Path will be themed
around 150 years of ‘Vande
Mataram’, a theme that
will also anchor the Beat-
ing the Retreat ceremony.

In a symbolic move to
end “VIP culture”, the De-
fence  Secretary an-
nounced that enclosures at
the Republic Day Parade
will be named after rivers
of India, while those at the
Beating Retreat ceremony
will be named after musi-
cal instruments. Earlier,

The Indian Naval Band rehearsing amid dense fog on a winter
morning in New Delhi ahead of the Republic Day on Friday. PTi

these were referred to as
VIP enclosures.

First-time highlights
The parade will feature
several first-time military
showcases, including the
Bhairav Battalion, Shakti-
baan regiments, Drone
Shakti, and a universal
rocket launcher.

A major highlight will be
the phased battle array for-
mat of the Indian Army,
with commentary explain-

ing the operational roles of
formations and equip-
ment. The aerial compo-
nent will also be displayed
in battle array formation,
he said.

For the first time, a Eu-
ropean naval contingent
will also take part in the
parade.

Mr. Singh further said
that the celebrations will
open with 100 cultural ar-
tists performing with In-
dian martial musical in-

struments. Marching
contingents will include
the Bhairav contingent in
‘Uncha Kadam Taal' and
the Ladakh Scouts, while
an animal contingent com-
prising Zanskar ponies,
Bactrian camels and dogs
will reflect India’s diverse
operational landscape.

A total of 18 marching
contingents and 13 bands
will participate in the pa-
rade. The flypast will show-
case Rafale, Su-30, P-8I,
C-130, C-295, MiG-29,
Apache, LCH, ALH and
Mi-17 aircraft and helicop-
ters in various formations.

‘Vande Mataram’ will be
the central focus of Repu-
blic Day Celebra-
tions-2026, with tableaux
from six States and depart-
ments highlighting the
theme.

Paintings by artist Tejen-
dra Kumar Mitra illustrat-
ing verses of ‘Vande Mata-
ram’ will be displayed at
Kartavya Path, while bands
will play its tune during the
Beating the  Retreat

ceremony.
—



H¥I =901 [ Key announcement
» Defence Secretary Rajesh Kumar Singh 3 adr1 fés EU & @) offf 4da1 Antonio Costa (President,

European Council) 37 Ursula von der Leyen (President, European Commission) HRd & 77th
Republic Day ¥HRIE & Chief Guests &1

U &1 21H | Parade theme
e 26 January @I Kartavya Path R 814 a1l (@47) 90-minute TS &1 2iH ‘Vande Mataram’ & 150

years U 3eMd gnmi
TEl 27 Beating the Retreat FHARIE BT HI HE JTEMR 41T

“VIP culture” &H %1 &1 Hdbd | Symbolic end of VIP culture

Republic Day parade & enclosures & WRd @t Afga) & ATH U IFT AT
Beating the Retreat @& enclosures @I musical instruments & ATH U3 IXT ST

First-time highlights | Ugdt aR &t siefaar

Us H Ugdl dR e military showcases: Bhairav Battalion, Shaktibaan regiments, Drone Shakti,
31 universal rocket launcher St &mdTe fEaTt

Indian Army &T phased battle array format (HfAds131T/3UdR0T &1 @Re Afed) uaferd gnml
Ugdt R European naval contingent ¥l a3s | onfAd gl

Celebrations @' 2[F31Td 100 cultural artists & Wgefa @ gnit (martial + musical instruments T
fagmon) |



e Marching [ Bands [ Animals
* Pal 18 marching contingents 31k 13 bands M @1 |
« Marching ® Ladakh Scouts 3f? Bhairav contingent (3gT. ‘Uncha Kadam Taal’) 2nfdd gin|

« Animal contingent & Zanskar ponies, Bactrian camels, 3R dogs—India & diverse operational

landscape &1 fadm & fagl
o Flypast [ gd1s ugeid

o Flypast H: Rafale, Su-30, P-8l, C-130, C-295, MiG-29, Apache, LCH, ALH, Mi-17 311fg fafi=
formations ® a1 |

e Cultural add-on | Hi¥pfdd T&f

e 'Vande Mataram’ central focus Ig7T; 6 States + departments & tableaux theme highlight &3 |

* Artist Tejendra Kumar Mitra @I Vande Mataram verses UR 3T813d paintings Kartavya Path @R
veford ginl; bands Beating Retreat § a1 tune g0 |



Topic

Republic Day

Chief Guest tradition

EU: European Council vs Commission

Kartavya Path

Beating the Retreat

‘Vande Mataram’ basics

Defence aviation terms

Zanskar & Bactrian

Key facts (English)

Celebrated on 26 Jan; Constitution came
into effect on 26 Jan 1950

Used as a diplomatic signal; highlights
priority partnership

European Council sets political direction;
European Commission is executive arm

New name of Rajpath (central ceremonial
boulevard)

Marks ceremonial closing of Republic Day
celebrations (traditionally 29 Jan)

India’s National Song; strongly linked
with freedom movement

LCH: Light Combat Helicopter; ALH:
Advanced Light Helicopter

Zanskar ponies: high-altitude utility;
Bactrian camel: cold desert (two-
humped)

®F ¢ SHindi)

G T S3AYR, TPBRIT ¢ 7 S30%e SRS &
AT

Chief Guest It GBIt SBEVER b3
SIS o GESe

Council = S ZF¢d; Commission =
SAFEIRITmplementing body

Rajpath S SIK SR Kartavya Path

ceremonial event

EHHT Ve, Sehed STERIS BUUEH
[e= 134

A .

LCH = UTggT SIS UBRISOE, ALH = &' Ukgd

~ S A

SVET TFEhe-SHIvecoe &TIBH,; BRHTSh



Exam

UPSC CSE Prelims

SSC (CGL/CHSL/GD)

Railways (NTPC/Group
D)

Banking (IBPS/SBI)

Defence (NDA/CDS)

Approx. Year

2017-2023 (seen as
theme)

2018-2024 (seen as
theme)

2019-2024 (seen as
theme)

2018-2024 (seen as
theme)

2019-2024 (seen as
theme)

Question (Memory-based)

“Vande Mataram” is India’s—
(National Anthem/National
Song/National Motto)?

“Rajpath” was renamed as—"?

Republic Day is celebrated on which
date and why?

EU’s executive arm is—
(Council/Commission/Parliament)?

“Beating the Retreat” signifies what?

Answer

National Song /

Kartavya Path

26 Jan;
Constitution in
force (1950)

European
Commission

Ceremonial closing
of Republic Day
events



* Consider the following statements:

* The Republic Day parade theme is linked to 150 years of ‘Vande
Mataram’, and the same theme anchors the Beating the Retreat ceremony.

* For the first time, a European naval contingent will participate in the
Republic Day parade.

* The flypast will feature only fighter aircraft and not transport
aircraft/helicopters.

* Which of the statements is/are correct?

« A)1land2only
B) 2 and 3 only
C) 1 and 3 only
D)1,2and 3
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US President Donald Trump has been vocal about his longing for a peace
Nobel. He got his wish — sort of — as Maria Corina Machado presented
her medal to him during a White House meeting. Trump later thanked
her for ‘a wonderful gesture of mutual respect’. The Norwegian Nobel
Institute has clarified that the prize can't be transferred or revoked, and
both Machado and Trump came in for heavy criticism online, but a White
House official confirmed the prez would be keeping the medal | P 8
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Exam category

UPSC Prelims (Awards)

SSC / Railways (Static GK)

Banking / SSC (Nobel basics)

Defence (IR/Polity GK)

State PSC (Current affairs + static)

PYQ-theme (Memory-based)

Nobel Peace Prize is decided by which
body?

“Laureate” term is used for?

Which Nobel Prize is awarded in
Norway (Oslo)?

What is the meaning of
“transferability” in awards context?

Nobel Prize: medal vs award—what
stays with whom?

Answer

Norwegian Nobel Committee
Award recipient /W
Peace Prize

Official award doesn’t change
winner

Medal can be gifted; award stays
with laureate



China Gets 9/10 India Struggles
Nine of the 10 cities that recorded the Globally, PM2.5 levels have fallen by
steepest PM2.5 declines (2013-2022) are about 10% since 2011. China's average
in China. Beijing cut pollution by over half, dropped by nearly 32%, but India's
reflecting long-term regulation and a broad average is almost flat, underscoring
shift to cleaner transport the limited national-le\(el gains in
Top 10 cities with biggest reduction checking pollution
in air pollution, 2013-2022
SNo | City Country | % change " changa 1122 o
1 | Beiling china NN -5 & Average
2 |Tangshan | china | NN 5! ' ——
3 | Luohe China I s |
4 | Jinan China [ R
5 |Xuchang [china @ NN 5 |§
6 | Handan China | [ 8
7 |Anyang S Korea I e [ “
8 |Kafeng |china | EEEEEEE g ” o
9 | zhengzhou | China I h
10 Shijiazhuang | China — -39 2001 M2 12 ‘M5 CI6 1T N8 18 ' N el
Pune Change in PM2.5 levels, 2011 to 2022
Amon Wo I'St » india = China :2: —zssza,
g Parcentage Chnage Hyderabad N 15
Performers iwt—!
Ahmedabad [ 11
Within India, the story is Bengalury [N 6
uneven. Delhi shows the & m':: :l :ﬁ
strongest improvement % :
since 2011, even as it st B % Evenin 2011, most
: I -13 Indian cities were
remains among the New Delhi I -30 Aot
world's most polluted Suzhou | 19 oot s "',,,", global
cities. Many other i'l‘"‘,?"" I 2! average, while a
cities have stagnated o E— .y large number of
or worsened, with by st
pollution rising in places Guangzhou G -30 pollution levels
such as Pune and Surat, Hangzhou I -31
amid rapid urbanisation L
and extensive ou N 39 5oyrce: Development Data

construction activity

iy e 40
Beljing I -52

Lab research, posted by
Paul Novosad on X




Topic Key facts (English) ®E ¥ SHindi)
Particles £2.5 microns; can penetrate deep .5 WRZER IASH S {; 51 HAsS UURE

PM2. i ) I
> meaning into lungs and enter bloodstream HBesS od g3 SN
Vehicle exhaust, coal/industry, biomass FOE 356, W‘T@W,

Major sources . . . A
J burning, construction dust, waste burning  THRIPTHIEAEE, IH B*I, S q¥d o AT

i i R COPD, 3¢ , ; ,
Why PM2.5 is dangerous Linked to asthma, COPD, heart disease, R R, , oCd B, RF, AT

stroke; reduces life expectancy @W csew
. : CPCB NAAQS (commonly used): PM2.5 NAAQS (CPCB): PM2.5 3BEJS Ool, Ao-
Indian air standards (NAAQS) Annual 40 pg/m®; 24-hr 60 pg/m? T pg/m’
AQl idea AQl converts pollutant levels into AQl s @ESSHSSH B JEREBE o d ed U
categories (Good—>Severe) for public action Jood->Severe)
Why city trends differ coiteh, st relocatiom concraction PRI, SE BB, RS EEBE.
y ey / ' &TEU STEL , A T UL
control
i Y Pollution crosses city borders; needs sPBEL o HTHIS Y ed Ui W@Qﬁ £
Airshed” approach . . i T X
regional coordination T

. : 0
: - I?jatatl;\tirprtcjtatlor; co:cnpare Acl}angel TS 39KF ST change TS,
xam hoo identify best/worst performers, infer policy best/worstEUJaﬁS, SBF SFHTHFE

impact



Exam

UPSC CSE Prelims

UPSC CSE Prelims

UPSC CSE Prelims

SSC / Railways (multiple
shifts)

Bank / Defence (multiple
shifts)

Exam date

04 Oct 2020

05 Jun 2022

28 May 2023

Varies by shift

Varies by shift

Question (Memory-based /
PYQ-theme)

AQI / air pollution control
measures: identify key
pollutants and their health
impacts

Air pollution governance:

role of CPCB/SPCB;
standards & monitoring

Sources of particulate
pollution in Indian cities
(vehicles, biomass, dust,
industry)

PMZ2.5 stands for what
size?

Which is more harmful:
PM10 or PM2.5, and why?

Answer

PM2.5 is most harmful due to deep
lung penetration

CPCB sets standards/coordinates;
SPCBs enforce at state level

Multiple sources; transport +
biomass + dust are major
contributors

Particles < 2.5 microns

PM2.5 (deeper penetration)



Nobel medal has been sold before

Pranav Baskar

Dmitry Muratov auctioned

his Nobel Peace Prize for a
record-breaking $103.5 mil-
lion to raise money for Ukrai-
nian child refugees.

In 2014, James Watson sold
his for over $4 million, having
been awarded the medal deca-
des earlier for co-discovering
the structure of DNA. It can,
however, be sold for millions
of dollars.

Since the 1980s, the Nobel
medal has been made with 18-
karat recycled gold, according

In 2022, Russian journalist

Russuan Journallst Dmitry Muratov
(L) auctioned his Nobel prize for
$103m to raise money for Ukrainian
child refugees; biologist James
Watson sold his prize for over $4m

to the Nobel Committee. And,
inafewauctions, it hasfetched
awiderange of prices. Francis
Crick, who was awarded the
prize with Watson, received
over $2 million for his medal.

The Nobel Peace Prize awar- :
ded in 1936 to Carlos Saavedra :
Lamas, a former foreign mini- :
ster of Argentina, sold for $1.1 :
million in 2014. But not all at- :
tempts to sell the medal have :
brought staggering returns. :

The 1994 medal awarded to :
John Nash for his work in ga- :
me theory sold for under $1 :
million in 2019. The 1982 prize :
awarded to physicist Kenneth :

Wilson failed to reach a mini- :

mum bid of $450,000 in 2016. :

And William Faulkner’s fai- :

led to sell in 2013, after bidding :
stalled at $425,000, shortof the
minimum. Nyt :
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Aspect /© TERd
River Name / $¢g S SReT

Recognition / EUIcdS

Age/© I

Country/§§'

Region / o83

Indigenous Name / S#c3Kige SoRe
Length / THKIE
States/Territory Covered

Flow Nature / S36T sSRF
Typical Appearance
Continuous Flow Occurs When
Geological Significance
Drainage Type

Scientific Basis

Why Unique /3picSSed
Comparison Point

Exam Relevance

Details (English)

Finke River

Recognised as the world’s oldest surviving flowing river system

~ 300-400 million years old (older than dinosaurs)
Australia

Central Australia

Larapinta (by Arrernte people)

~ 640 km

Northern Territory & South Australia

Ephemeral / intermittent (not year-round)

Series of isolated waterholes

After heavy rainfall

Course preserved despite tectonic uplift & erosion
Desert river system

Based on geomorphology & sediment records
Oldest still-flowing river (not just ancient bed)
Older than Nile, Indus, Ganga systems

Geography, Geomorphology, Environment

FER SHindi)

FIC 36 I ET 2 [ F6 sHPPIF S56 s{awe BT € WH o

TIUShY To-391 § U AW FARSE SFoTSIgH G E TR

© JHIH
LCIR: - iD))

TTRPETST R TS S 0P TN

TUHT FEASE R

SBTS SEFLE > U gt U Jg¥Iak

R UUER YU T U-BHFH 3T T WD

I A 55 (I

FHHES &I TR FUCS T3 Kok BB
IR S oy

FAS FPFS 3 cUT o7 NP TU © IBER
ISR 2 [ g SHPPIC ST5 oI [ e SOETSURET
oW, M AR UAVT GRS BAM%




Topic

Extra Exam Fact (English)

PASES ©F SHindi)

Desert Rivers

Many Australian rivers are ephemeral,
unlike perennial Himalayan rivers

T FVIFTE PNRSH SCTLCEEE W

Landscape

Cuts through some of the oldest
landscapes on Earth

TG DI TS FaEH BHFY 105
]

Climate Link

Flow pattern controlled by arid climate
+ rainfall variability

&F T TEEBT I 58 e &

Indigenous Geography

Aboriginal names often reflect spiritual
& ecological significance

&
S

Map Work

Located south of Alice Springs

PRIE AT ST o
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Aspect / © IRT

Headline / €36

Global Rank / ®¥CS &

Country / &

Users Count / &EIEFS oIk o
Announcement By / SBI{d

Ministry / IEgRIST

Commercial Launch / 5383 &S ¢
District Coverage /Wiﬁ'gﬂ'&?
Population Coverage / =S I S8BT
5G BTS Installed / 5G BTS

Migration to 5G / 5G TRREZL ™

Deployment Speed / &Fdea e

Details (English)

India becomes 2nd largest 5G user base
globally

2nd, after China

India

400+ million (40+ 3 ¥&l) 5G users
Jyotiraditya Scindia

Ministry of Communications

2022

99.6% districts

~ 85% population

~ 4.69 lakh Base Transceiver Stations
~ 25 crore users migrated

Among the fastest globally

R SHindi)

SFEF AIC 3 Joq WG 13 T ATSG S ETHS oF
S W

AW GF T

etk

ST EA TR AT 5GETHRB
2022

WIT% 5 TF

YUFHU A5% T ST TR

UUHY TFATF BTS
TVHY 75 5 U EETHF A
WC 5 §FUTFF THERD



Topic

Technology Type

NSA vs SA

Economic Impact

Governance

Rural Focus

Spectrum Bands

Employment

Data Economy

Security Angle

UPSC Keyword

Extra Exam Fact (English)

India primarily uses 5G NSA initially; SA
expansion ongoing

NSA uses 4G core; SA uses full 5G core (lower
latency)

Boosts Industry 4.0, Al, 10T, smart manufacturing

Enables e-governance, tele-medicine, smart
cities

Backbone for Digital India & rural broadband

Uses mid-band (3.5 GHz) & mmWave (26 GHz)

Creates jobs in network ops, devices, apps

Higher speeds - data consumption surge

Needs stronger cyber & data security

Example of digital infrastructure leapfrogging

AR ¥ SHindi)

kR T8555E8h S8 G NSA, SA ST BIkT

NSA 4G ST, SA B 5G TRISE THRleT
&1 3.5 Al, loT, nFT TRIWHHY 7 I%KBH
E-UASHG, SHECBEE S, nFT ETE

FH T X T TR TF 0T 56 0
A -09F (.5 GHz) I mmWave (26 GHz)

SEIST , TIFG, Of WH 0T

& Bic > TFICERA Td T
SHITTFFIC WASe SASS oI

T T TR ST 5T TR



Country

China

India

USA

South Korea

Approx. 5G User Rank
1st

2nd

Top 3—4

Early adopter

Key Point

Early & massive SA rollout
Fastest large-scale adoption
High mmWave in cities

Advanced SA use cases



Thank you ©




