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“Strength does not come 
from physical capacity. It 
comes from an 
indomitable will.”











Topic Key facts (English) मुख्य  तथ्य  (Hindi)

Startup India launch Launched on 16 Jan 2016 16 ज न वरी 2016 को लॉन्च

Startup (concept) Early-stage, innovation-led business model; scalable नवाचार-आ धाररत, तेज़ी से  बढ़ने  वालामॉडल

DPIIT (nodal)
Startup recognition generally goes via DPIIT
(Commerce & Industry)

स्टार्टअ प मान्यता का प्रमुख  ववभाग DPIIT

Unicorn Privately held startup valued at $1B+ वनज़ी स्टार्टअ प वजसका valuation $1B+

Active unicorns
“Active” implies currently operating unicorns (not 
shut/merged)

“Active” = जो अभ़ी कार्टरत हैं

IPO Public listing; startups use IPO for capital + credibility IPO से  प ूंज़ी जु र्ाना +  ववश्वसऩीर्ता बढ़त़ी

Fund of Funds
Govt capital routed via AIFs/managed funds to support 
startups

सरकार स़ीधे  नह़ीूं, फूंड्स के  जररए स्टार्टअ प्स को सपोर्ट

Deep-tech
Tech-heavy R&D (AI/ML/Quantum/Aerospace/Defence 
etc.)

उच्च R&D आ धाररत र् क—
AI/Quantum/Aerospace/Defence

Risk-taking culture Shift from “discouraged” to “accepted & respected” जोखखम लेना अ ब अवधक  स्व़ीकार्ट/सम्मावनत

Key exam angle
Compare: Startup India vs Stand-Up India; funding vs 
credit

र्ोजनाओूं में अूंतर: स्टार्टअ प बनाम स्टैंड-अ प; 
फूंवडूंग/क्रवडर्



Exam Date (as per paper/shift) Question (Paraphrased) Answer

SSC GD Constable 13 Jan 2023 (Shift 3)
Startup India Initiative was launched 

on which date?
16 Jan 2016

SSC CGL Tier-1 25 Jul 2023 (Shift 1)

Which team became India’s first 

sports unicorn (market cap ~₹7,600 

cr as of Jan 2022)?

Chennai Super Kings

RBI Grade B
28 May 2022 (Memory-

based paper)

Which became India’s 100th 

unicorn in May 2022?

Open (neo-banking 

startup)

RRB NTPC CBT-1 15 Feb 2021 (Shift 2)
Startup India was launched on which 

date?
16 Jan 2016

OSSC TGT 11 Mar 2023 (Shift 3)
Startup India was launched in which 

year?
2016

UPSC CAPF (AC) Paper-II 12 Aug 2018

Startup India Hub was 

operationalised on which date (for 

handholding/query support)?

1 Apr 2016



• Q. Consider the following statements:
• In 2025, about 44,000 new start-ups were 
registered, which was stated as the biggest single-
year jump since Startup India began.
• Fund of Funds 2.0 (approved in April 2025) 
focuses on deep-tech areas such as 
AI/ML/Quantum/Defence/Aerospace.
• In 2014, India had nearly 125 active unicorns.
• Which of the above statements is/are correct?
• A) 1 and 2 only
B) 2 and 3 only
C) 1 and 3 only
D) 1, 2 and 3











Topic Key facts (English) मुख्य  तथ्य  (Hindi)

Republic Day
Celebrated on 26 Jan; Constitution came 
into effect on 26 Jan 1950

26 ज नवरी; सूंववधान 26 ज नवरी 1950 को
लाग 

Chief Guest tradition
Used as a diplomatic signal; highlights 
priority partnership

Chief Guest चर्न से  ववदे श ऩीवत/रण ऩीवतक  
प्राथवमक ता सूंके त

EU: European Council vs Commission
European Council sets political direction; 
European Commission is executive arm

Council = ऩीवत वदशा; Commission = 
कार्टकाऱी/implementing body

Kartavya Path
New name of Rajpath (central ceremonial 
boulevard)

Rajpath का नर्ा नाम Kartavya Path

Beating the Retreat
Marks ceremonial closing of Republic Day 
celebrations (traditionally 29 Jan)

गण तूंत्र वदवस समारोह का समापन 
ceremonial event

‘Vande Mataram’ basics
India’s National Song; strongly linked 
with freedom movement

राष्ट्रीय गीत; स्वतूंत्रता आूंदोलन से  गहरा 
सूंबूंध

Defence aviation terms
LCH: Light Combat Helicopter; ALH: 
Advanced Light Helicopter

LCH = हल्का लडाक  हेवलकॉप्टर; ALH = उन्नत हल्का 
हेवलकॉप्टर

Zanskar & Bactrian
Zanskar ponies: high-altitude utility; 
Bactrian camel: cold desert (two-
humped)

जाूंस्कर पोऩी: उच्च-ऊँ चाई उपर्ोग; बैखरिर्न: 
ठूंडा रेवगस्तान



Exam Approx. Year Question (Memory-based) Answer

UPSC CSE Prelims
2017–2023 (seen as 

theme)

“Vande Mataram” is India’s—
(National Anthem/National 
Song/National Motto)?

National Song / 
राष्ट्रीय गीत

SSC (CGL/CHSL/GD)
2018–2024 (seen as 

theme)
“Rajpath” was renamed as—? Kartavya Path

Railways (NTPC/Group 
D)

2019–2024 (seen as 
theme)

Republic Day is celebrated on which 
date and why?

26 Jan; 
Constitution in 
force (1950)

Banking (IBPS/SBI)
2018–2024 (seen as 

theme)
EU’s executive arm is—
(Council/Commission/Parliament)?

European 
Commission

Defence (NDA/CDS)
2019–2024 (seen as 

theme)
“Beating the Retreat” signifies what?

Ceremonial closing 
of Republic Day 
events



• Consider the following statements:

• The Republic Day parade theme is linked to 150 years of ‘Vande 
Mataram’, and the same theme anchors the Beating the Retreat ceremony.

• For the first time, a European naval contingent will participate in the 
Republic Day parade.

• The flypast will feature only fighter aircraft and not transport 
aircraft/helicopters.

• Which of the statements is/are correct?

• A) 1 and 2 only
B) 2 and 3 only
C) 1 and 3 only
D) 1, 2 and 3





Exam category PYQ-theme (Memory-based) Answer

UPSC Prelims (Awards)
Nobel Peace Prize is decided by which 
body?

Norwegian Nobel Committee

SSC / Railways (Static GK) “Laureate” term is used for? Award recipient / ववजे ता

Banking / SSC (Nobel basics)
Which Nobel Prize is awarded in 
Norway (Oslo)?

Peace Prize

Defence (IR/Polity GK)
What is the meaning of 
“transferability” in awards context?

Official award doesn’t change 
winner

State PSC (Current affairs + static)
Nobel Prize: medal vs award—what 
stays with whom?

Medal can be gifted; award stays 
with laureate





Topic Key facts (English) मुख्य  तथ्य  (Hindi)

PM2.5 meaning
Particles ≤2.5 microns; can penetrate deep 
into lungs and enter bloodstream

2.5 माइक्रॉन  या कम क ण ; फ फे डोूं के  गहरे 
वहस्स तक  जा सक ते हैं

Major sources
Vehicle exhaust, coal/industry, biomass 
burning, construction dust, waste burning

वाहन धु आँ, कोर्ला/उद्योग, 
पराल़ी/बार्ोमास, वनमाटण  ध ल, क चरा जलाना

Why PM2.5 is dangerous
Linked to asthma, COPD, heart disease, 
stroke; reduces life expectancy

अ स्थमा, COPD, हृदर् रोग, स्टिोक ; ज़ीवन 
प्रत्याशा घ र्त़ी

Indian air standards (NAAQS)
CPCB NAAQS (commonly used): PM2.5 
Annual 40 µg/m³; 24-hr 60 µg/m³

NAAQS (CPCB): PM2.5 वावषिक  40; 24-
घ ंटे  60 µg/m³

AQI idea
AQI converts pollutant levels into 
categories (Good→Severe) for public action

AQI प्रद षकोूं को श्रवणर्ोूं में वदखाता है 
(Good→Severe)

Why city trends differ
Policy enforcement, cleaner transport, fuel 
switch, industrial relocation, construction 
control

ऩीवत-वक्रर्ान्वर्न , स्वच्छ पररवहन , ईूंधन  पररवतटन , 
उद्योग वनर्ूंत्रण , वनमाटण  ध ल वनर्ूंत्रण

“Airshed” approach
Pollution crosses city borders; needs 
regional coordination

प्रद षण  स़ीमा पार करता है; क्षत्ऱीर् समन्वर् 
ज रूऱी

Exam hook
Data interpretation: compare % change, 
identify best/worst performers, infer policy 
impact

डे र्ा-आ धाररत प्रश्न: %  change तुलना, 
best/worst पहचान , ऩीवत प्रभाव वनष्कषट



Exam Exam date
Question (Memory-based / 

PYQ-theme)
Answer

UPSC CSE Prelims 04 Oct 2020

AQI / air pollution control 

measures: identify key 

pollutants and their health 

impacts

PM2.5 is most harmful due to deep 

lung penetration

UPSC CSE Prelims 05 Jun 2022

Air pollution governance: 

role of CPCB/SPCB; 

standards & monitoring

CPCB sets standards/coordinates; 

SPCBs enforce at state level

UPSC CSE Prelims 28 May 2023

Sources of particulate 

pollution in Indian cities 

(vehicles, biomass, dust, 

industry)

Multiple sources; transport + 

biomass + dust are major 

contributors

SSC / Railways (multiple 

shifts)
Varies by shift

PM2.5 stands for what 

size?
Particles ≤ 2.5 microns

Bank / Defence (multiple 

shifts)
Varies by shift

Which is more harmful: 

PM10 or PM2.5, and why?
PM2.5 (deeper penetration)





Finke River (World’s Oldest Flowing 
River) 



Aspect / आ र्ाम Details (English) वववरण  (Hindi)

River Name / नद़ी का नाम Finke River वफूंके  नद़ी

Recognition / पहचान Recognised as the world’s oldest surviving flowing river system ववश्व क़ी सब से  प्राचीन  अ ब भी प्रवावित न दी प्रणाली के  रू प में मान्यता

Age / आ र् ~ 300–400 million years old (older than dinosaurs) लगभग 30–40 करोड़ वषि पुरानी(डार्नासोर से  भ़ी पहले)
Country / दे श Australia ऑ स्टिेवलर्ा
Region / क्षत्र Central Australia मध्य  ऑ स्टिेवलर्ा
Indigenous Name / आवदवास़ी नाम Larapinta (by Arrernte people) लारावपंटा(अरेंते ज न जावत द्वारा)
Length / लूंबाई ~ 640 km लगभग 640 वकमी
States/Territory Covered Northern Territory & South Australia नॉदटनट र्ररर्ऱी और साउथ ऑ स्टिेवलर्ा
Flow Nature / प्रवाह प्रकृ वत Ephemeral / intermittent (not year-round) अ स्थायी/मौसमी(प रे वषट नह़ीूं बहत़ी)
Typical Appearance Series of isolated waterholes अ लग-अ लग ज ल-कु ंडों के  रू प में
Continuous Flow Occurs When After heavy rainfall भारी वषाि के  बाद
Geological Significance Course preserved despite tectonic uplift & erosion वववतटवनक  उत्थान व अ परदन के  बावज द मागट सुरवक्षत
Drainage Type Desert river system मरुस्थल़ीर् नद़ी तूंत्र
Scientific Basis Based on geomorphology & sediment records भू-आ कृ वतक  व तलछ टी अवभलेखों पर आ धाररत
Why Unique / ववशे षता Oldest still-flowing river (not just ancient bed) सबसे  पुराऩी अ ब भी प्रवावित नद़ी (वसफट स ख़ी धारा नह़ीूं)
Comparison Point Older than Nile, Indus, Ganga systems नील, वसंधु , गंगा से  अवधक  पुराऩी
Exam Relevance Geography, Geomorphology, Environment भ गोल, भ -आ कृ वत ववज्ञान, पर्ाटवरण



Topic Extra Exam Fact (English) अवतररक्त  तथ्य  (Hindi)

Desert Rivers
Many Australian rivers are ephemeral, 
unlike perennial Himalayan rivers

ऑ स्टिेवलर्ा क़ी अवधकाूंश नवदर्ाँमौसमीहैं

Landscape
Cuts through some of the oldest 
landscapes on Earth

पृथ्व़ी के  स ब से  प्राचीन  भू-दृश्ों से  होकर बहत़ी 
है

Climate Link
Flow pattern controlled by arid climate 
+ rainfall variability

शु ष्क ज लवायु व वषाि की अवनवितता से  
प्रवाह वनर्ूंवत्रत

Indigenous Geography
Aboriginal names often reflect spiritual 
& ecological significance

आवदवास़ी नामोूं में आ ध्यात्मिक  व पाररत्मस्थवतक  
मित्व

Map Work Located south of Alice Springs एवलस  त्मरंग्स के  दवक्षण  में खस्थत



India Becomes Second-Largest 5G 
User Base



Aspect / आ र्ाम Details (English) वववरण  (Hindi)

Headline / श़ीषटक India becomes 2nd largest 5G user base 
globally

भारत ववश्व क ा द सू रा स बस  ेबड़ा 5G उपयोगक ताि 
आ ध ार

Global Rank / वैवश्वक  स्थान 2nd, after China द सू रा, चीन के  बाद

Country / दे श India भारत

Users Count / उपर्ोगक ताट सूंख्या 400+ million (40+ क रोड़) 5G users 40 क रोड़ स  ेअ वध क 5G उपभोक्ता

Announcement By / घोषणा Jyotiraditya Scindia ज्योवतरावदत्य  वसूंवधर्ा

Ministry / मूंत्रालर् Ministry of Communications सूंचार मूंत्रालर्

Commercial Launch / वावणखज्यक  शु रुआ त 2022 2022

District Coverage / वजला कवरेज 99.6% districts 99.6% वज ले

Population Coverage / ज नसूंख्या कवरेज ~ 85% population लगभग 85% ज न स ंख्या

5G BTS Installed / 5G BTS ~ 4.69 lakh Base Transceiver Stations लगभग 4.69 लाख  BTS

Migration to 5G / 5G माइग्रशन ~ 25 crore users migrated लगभग 25 क रोड़ उपयोगक ताि

Deployment Speed / तैनात़ी गवत Among the fastest globally ववश्व क ी स बस  ेतजे तैनावतर्ोूं में



Topic Extra Exam Fact (English) अवतररक्त  तथ्य  (Hindi)

Technology Type
India primarily uses 5G NSA initially; SA 
expansion ongoing

भारत में प्रारूंभ में 5G NSA, SA का ववस्तार

NSA vs SA
NSA uses 4G core; SA uses full 5G core (lower 
latency)

NSA 4G कोर; SA प णट 5G कोर (कम लेर्ेंस़ी)

Economic Impact Boosts Industry 4.0, AI, IoT, smart manufacturing उद्योग 4.0, AI, IoT, स्माटि मैन्य ुफ कै्चररं ग को बढ़ावा

Governance
Enables e-governance, tele-medicine, smart 
cities

ई-गवन ेंस , ट लेी-मेवडवस न , स्माटि वस ट ी

Rural Focus Backbone for Digital India & rural broadband वडवज ट ल इंवडया व ग्रामीण  ब्रॉड बैंड क़ी ऱीढ़

Spectrum Bands Uses mid-band (3.5 GHz) & mmWave (26 GHz) वमड -बैंड  (3.5 GHz)व mmWave (26 GHz)

Employment Creates jobs in network ops, devices, apps न टे वकि , वडवाइस , ऐप्स में रोजगार

Data Economy Higher speeds → data consumption surge तेज  गवत → ड टे ा उपभोग में वतृ्मि
Security Angle Needs stronger cyber & data security स ाइबर व ड टे ा स रुक्षाक़ी आ वश्य क ता

UPSC Keyword Example of digital infrastructure leapfrogging वडवज ट ल लीपफ्रॉवगंग का उदाहरण



Country Approx. 5G User Rank Key Point

China 1st Early & massive SA rollout

India 2nd Fastest large-scale adoption

USA Top 3–4 High mmWave in cities

South Korea Early adopter Advanced SA use cases



Thank you ☺


