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What you'll get
« Coverage of all major national and international events from January 2025 to March 2026

» 20 high-priority topics explained in depth so you can handle both factual and analytical questions
Topics to be Covered:
1. Government Schemes (Flagship + New Launches)
2. Budget & Taxation
3. Economic Indicators
4. Reports & Indices (India’s Rank)
5. International Affairs (India + Major Summits)
6. Science & Tech
7. Environment & Ecology
8. Polity & Constitution Updates
9. Awards & Honours
10. Sports
11. Banking & Financial Market
12. Defence
13. Appointments & Resignations
14. Books & Authors
15. Important Days & Themes
16. Government Committees
17. States in News
18. India Rankings & Lists
19. Sports + Govt Sports Schemes
20. Miscellaneous Must-Do

« All video lectures will be delivered in bilingual format (Hindi + English) to ensure clarity and comfort for
every learner.
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NGT gives clearance to Great Nicobar project

The 292,000-crore mega project s ol ‘strategic,
defence and natlonal Importance’, says Centre
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NGT gives clearance to Great Nicobar project

The ¥92,000-crore mega project is of ‘strategic,
defence and national importance’, says Centre

Abhinay Lakshman

NEW DELHI

Bench of the Na-
A tional Green Tribu-
nal (NGT) on Mon-

day cleared the way for the
192,000-crore Great Nico-
bar Island mega-infrastruc-
ture project, noting that
“considering the strategic
importance” of it and “oth-
er relevant considera-
tions”, “we do not find any
good ground to interfere”.

It disposed of applica-
tions related to the envi-
ronment clearance (EC) for
the project, with a direc-
tion to authorities “to en-
sure full and strict com-
pliance of EC conditions”.

The project includes a
transshipment port, an air-
port, a power plant, and a
township.

The Bench was hearing
a batch of applications re-
lated to the EC, which was
granted in 2022. An earlier
NGT Bench had in 2023
called for the formation of
a high-powered committee

(HPC) to address certain is-
sues concerning the pro-
tection of coral reef colo-
nies, nesting sites of
leatherback turtles, and
the allegation that parts of
the project are located in
ecologically protected
zones.

The applicants argued
that the government had
erred in limiting the terms
of reference for the HPC to
three issues and that the
terms were “factually in-
correct”. They said the is-
sues had not been properly
examined.

The NGT said “adequate
safeguards” had been pro-
vided in the conditions
specified in the EC, which
the Tribunal had already
refused to interfere with in
its 2023 order. It said the
remaining issues had
“been dealt with” by the
HPC.

‘Balanced move’

“A balanced approach is
required to be adopted
while considering the issue

Tribunal disposes batch of applications over I
environmental clearance for the infra project

J&, Green signal

ThP National Green
Tribunal clears 392,000
crore Great Nicobar |s-
land mega-infrastructure
project, citing its
“strategic importance”

® The tribunal finds “no good ground
to interfere™ with the 2022 environment
clearance for the project

m NGT upholds high-powered committee review;
dismisses petitions challenging project’s EC scope

® The Environment Ministry directed to protect coral reefs,
undertake coral regeneration, and ensure no shoreline erosion

or loss of turtle nesting beaches

of allowing development of
the port on a strategic loca-
tion and taking adequate
steps to carry out the activ-
ity strictly in terms of the
ICRZ Notification, 2019 in-
stead of prohibiting the ac-
tivity if the objection is
based on apprehension,”
the NGT said in its order.
The NGT Bench, headed
by its Chairperson Justice
Prakash Shrivastava, noted
that it found no error in the
drafting of the terms of re-

ference for the HPC, ad-
ding that the applicants did
not point out “any other
substantial issue” that
should have been exa-
mined by the HPC.
Further, noting the Un-
ion government's stance
against public disclosure of
the HPC report, given that
it is “of strategic, defence
and national importance
and has confidential and
privileged information”,
the NGT said, “The above

disclosures reveal that the
project is very important
for India.”

The NGT order said that
to ensure “full and effec-
tive” compliance with the
EC conditions, the Envi-
ronment Ministry “will un-
dertake all measures to
protect the coral reefs
along the coastal stretch
and will also ensure coral
regeneration through
proved scientific method
for regeneration of coral in
appropriate identified
areas abutting the project
areas”.

On erosion of shorelines
of the Great Nicobar Is-
land, the NGT said it “will
be the responsibility” of
the Environment Ministry
to “ensure that on account
of proposed constructions
which includes foreshore
development, there is no
erosion/shoreline change
abutting the project area
and all along the islands”.

“The shoreline of the is-
land will be protected en-
suring no loss of sandy

beaches as these beaches
provide nesting sites for
turtles, bird nesting site
apart from protecting the
islands,” the NGT said.

The applicants had also
submitted that the Envi-
ronmental Impact Assess-
ment for the project was
conducted for just one sea-
son, as opposed to three
seasons as mandated by
regulations.

On this, the NGT noted
the government’s submis-
sions that “since there is no
high erosion site in Anda-
man & Nicobar, therefore,
three-season data is not
required”.

Further, on the issue
that parts of the project en-
ter the Coastal Regulation
Zone-1A, the NGT took note
of submissions that ground
truthing of the project
areas had been conducted
and that the “High Po-
wered Committee, after
due verification, has found
that no part of the Project
area is in CRZ-IA area”. The
NGT also ruled that the

‘Adequate safeguards’ provided in EC norms,
no good ground to interfere, finds Bench

“doubt” expressed by the
applicant is “expelled” by
the conditions already pre-
sent in the EC.

While the project’s envi-
ronmental clearance was
under challenge before the
NGT, aspects of the pro-
ject’s forest clearance are
currently under challenge
before the Calcutta High
Court.

Local opposition
The locals — the Nicoba-
rese and the Shompen
(both Scheduled Tribes) —
have alleged that their
rights on forest lands
which are supposed to be
used for the project had
not been settled., and have
more recently accused the
Andaman and Nicobar Is-
lands administration of
“coercing” them to surren-
der their ancestral lands.
Referring to the pro-
ceedings underway before
the Calcutta High Court,
Mr. Jairam Ramesh said,
“that now is the only bea-
con of hope”.
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Renaming Islands
in Andaman

Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose Dweep
Old Name: Ross Island

e

—

Sri Vijaya Puram
Old Name: Port Blair

In recent years, the
Narendra Modi
government has renamed
several islands in the
Andamans in an effort to
"shed the colonial legacy"
and honour Subhas
Chandra Bose.

Swaraj Dweep
Old Name: Havelock Island

—

Shaheed Dweep
Old Name: Neil Island

SRS Y S W
THE HINDU
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LIS The Great Nicobar Island is strategically located
astride the sea lanes approaching the
Strait of Malacca — the most critical choke point
in the Indo-Pacific. The distance from the island’s tip,
the Indira Point, to Indonesia’s Aceh region is o
mere 80 nautical miles (148 km).

Fa The central government says the project,
INDIRA POINT™ e considering its “strategic and economic importance”,
will put India on the world map of transcontinental
cargo trade.
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Road througk

80.0302

hectares of private
land proposed to
be acquired

® The Trunk Infrastructure
Road will cut through
Great Nicobar Island (GNI)

® According to the draft
social impact assessment
report, there was no
alternative location

e Anthropologists have
cautioned against the
project
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Project Components

Transshipment
Port

A 35,000 crore
transshipment port

at Galathea Bay

aims to facilitate
cargo handling and
boost economic activty

International
Airport

The greenfield

airport, with a capacity
of 4,000 peak-hour
passengers, will
support both maritime
and tourism sectors

Power Plant

A 450 MVA gas and
solar-based power
plant is part of

the project

Township
Development

The plan includes a
township built over

30 years on kmore
than 160 sqg. km of land



THE GREAT NICOBAR PROJECT

Proposed
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Proposed
transshipment port

M Project estimated to cost
about 81,000 crore
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1. NGT Decision
National Green Tribunal (NGT) cleared the 92,000 crore Great Nicobar mega project.
A2 U fgegaeT (NGT) 4 292,000 B0 & U fABIER AT Histde &bl HsRt &t

The Tribunal stated that the project is of strategic, defence and national importance.

eI A Bel fdb Ig URANSTT 0T, 381 3R IS g & 8|

It found no valid ground to interfere with the Environmental Clearance (EC) granted in 2022.

feegAat 4 2022 A &t 7€ yTaRuiy HsRt (EC) A &X' B3 BT g 3fdd MR Tl ur

The High-Powered Committee (HPC) review was upheld by the Tribunal.
feegae 4 3@ g Afafd (HPC) bl THIET B RebpIR T



2. Project Components
The project includes a transshipment port, international airport, power plant and township.

3 URASHT A Uop giafeiade 0iE, siaRTsia garg 3igT, fastalt I 3ik er3Afera enfid 8|

It aims to develop Great Nicobar as a global maritime hub.

SIBT 383 e [APBIER Bl T dfedds TG dog & ®U A fAwGd BAT 8|

The project enhances India’s presence near the Malacca Strait.

g URANSHT HAdhT STHSHEHET & U1 HRd ! JTHRE IUfRRfd BT AsTgd Bt &

3. Environmental Concerns

Concerns were raised about coral reefs and leatherback turtle nesting sites.
gaTe ffadl 3R digde Bo 3 & giaa ! B ddR fHaTg 3o7s T

Allegations claimed that parts of the project fall in ecologically sensitive zones.

IR @MY Y s ufisrn & oo f6R uikieifde gfe & ddgaeia &= 7 3md €|

The Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) was conducted for one season instead of three seasons.

TITIRUT YT 3MTdeerd (EIA) Tab His19 & foe fasam mam, safds amm=ra: di T &1 3e7 3maedes giar &l



4. NGT Observations
The Tribunal said adequate safeguards were included in EC conditions.

feerAm A wa1 fas yafareita Wt & orat § gaid e 3ur enfid &l

The Environment Ministry was directed to ensure coral regeneration and shoreline protection.

JATaRUT HATAY B YaTe GAsia- 3R dean dReor gfAfeda s o fAder fgam man)

The Tribunal observed that no part of the project lies in CRZ-IA zone.

feere A sracite fiar {5 afRasTT &1 B1g W uIT CRZ-I1A 83 § 981 21

Measures will be taken to prevent shoreline erosion and loss of sandy beaches.

AT & werd 3R Wa TG af & THEAH B AP & foig 3urT fbg s

5. Local and Legal Issues
Forest clearance of the project is being challenged before the Calcutta High Court.

GfRINST1 &Y 97 Hadl &1 derdsel 3o AT W gAldt gt 511 38 2|

The Nicobarese and Shompen tribes raised concerns regarding land rights and displacement.

fAwErRt 3R oA sHanfaal A Y sifSierRY 3R fazenua &t @ faar sars|

The Shompen tribe is classified as a Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group (PVTG).
27 STanfd ! fddy T A HHSIR TG THE (PVTG) & §U | arfigsa fasar mam g1



Topic
NGT Established

Headquarters

Other Benches

Southernmost Point of India

Strategic Location

CRZ Notification

Leatherback Turtle IUCN Status

Details
2010 — NGT Act, 2010/ 2010 — NGT SIRT
New Delhi / ST %8

Bhopal, Pune, Kolkata, Chennai / Sg&<RI, &3,
TSI, GF

Indira Point/l-_?BEEIabiaﬁ._@

Near Malacca Strait / SRTe & TIRTTR SRS §

1991, revised 2011 & 2019/ 1991, g TR 2011
S5 2019

Vulnerable / ? &%Bc



Composition

Chairperson Qualification

Time Limit

Appeals Against NGT

Principles Applied

Jurisdiction Covers

Jurisdiction Does NOT
Cover

Chairperson + Judicial Members +
Expert Members

Supreme Court Judge or Chief Justice

of High Court

Cases to be disposed within 6 months

Supreme Court (within 90 days)

Polluter Pays Principle

Precautionary Principle

Sustainable Development

Water Act 1974

Air Act 1981

Environment Protection Act 1986

Forest Conservation Act 1980

Biological Diversity Act 2002

Wildlife Protection Act 1972

Indian Forest Act 1927

HEAG + D WG + fades ve=
JoitH BIE & =AgTefier A1 I AT S =
=grarefter

AHe! @1 fAuerT 6 ved &

wafea =T (90 f&F & Hiaw)
HqEa AT fagia

vefaardt fagia

Had faer

S HfEfTam 1974

qrg FfEfFaw 1981
afazor HRe0T AifeifFan 1986

g Ha rfefFam 1980

sta fafaemar sifEifam 2002

g=ysitg dremor sfefFan 1972

AR a4 3feifdam 1927



Principle

Polluter Pays

Precautionary Principle

Sustainable Development

Meaning (English)

Polluter must bear cost of damage

Preventive action even without
full scientific certainty

Balance between development
and environment

R @d (Hindi)

sBY SUS %RH BF 56

LT FBFT SR S BB EY

FEAG TH FHEFR TS
T AEHS




Consider the following statements:

fA=fefEad st uR faar Bifsie:

The Great Nicobar Project includes a transshipment port.
I fAPER URAST # giafegde Ui onfid &

The Shompen tribe is a Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group.
MU ST fAdY B J BHIAR STHATART THE &l

NGT was established in 2005.

6. NGT ! 191 2005 A g8 &t

fo W o

Which of the statements given above are correct?

IR & A B A B Jat 82

A) 1and 2 only
B) 2 and 3 only
C) 1and 3 only
D)1,2and 3



ISB tops India, climbs to 12th globally

MANU KAUSHIK
New Delhi, February 16

THE INDIAN SCHOOL of Busi-
ness (ISB) has emerged as
India’s top-ranked manage-
ment institute in the Financial
Times Global MBA Rankings
2026, climbing 15 places to
12th globally. Its flagship Post
Graduate Programme in Man-
agement (PGP) has also been
rated India’s best for the sixth
consecutive year, reinforcing
[SB’s growing global stature.
ISB’s strong performance
was driven by several key para-
meters. Graduates from the
institutewere ranked first glob-
ally for Salary Percentage
Increase,with average earnings
rising by 248% — from

GLOBAL CHEER

FT Global MBA Ranking
MIT Sloan
Insead

University of Pennsylvania: Wharton

IESE Business School
London Business School
Indian School of Business

Indian Institute of Management Ahmedabad
Indian Institute of Management Bangalore
Indian Institute of Management Calcutta
Indian Institute of Management Lucknow

Source: FT

2026 2025

HHEB00000
DRS00 00

$201,712 before the pro-
gramme tosignificantly higher
levels post-graduation. The
school was also ranked sixth

worldwide for its Alumni Net-
work, highlighting the depth,
engagement,and international
influence of itsalumni commu-

nity in advancing professional
and entrepreneurial outcomes.

Deepa Mani, deputy dean
(academic programmes) at ISB,
said the rankings reaffirm the
institute’s mission to nurture
leaders shaping India’s next
phase of economic growth and
global leadership.“Our ranking,
alongside a number of Indian
schoolsintheglobaltop 100,isa
testament to India’srisingglobal
influence.Italsounderscoresour
industry-aligned curriculum,
which blends academic rigour
with real-world relevance.Weare
proud of our 20,000-plus
alumniacross 65 countries who
are strengthening India’s busi-
ness landscape,while contribut-
ing to organisations and
economies worldwide,”she said.

Overall, Indian business
schools have improved their
standing in the latest FT rank-
ings,with nine domestic insti-
tutes featuring in the global
top 100 — one more than last
year. Indian Institute of Man-
agement Bangalore recorded
the sharpest rise, climbing 23
places from 57th in 2025 to
34th this year, while SP Jain
Institute of Management &
Research (SPJIMR) made its
debut at 74th position.

The FT Global MBA Rank-
ings evaluated 128 participat-
ing business schools across 21
parameters. Alumni feedback
accounted for 56% of the total
weight,school data contributed
34%,and research performance
formed the remaining 10%.



1. Ranking Highlights
ISB became India’s top-ranked management institute in the FT Global MBA Rankings 2026.
STt FT Telgd MBA 3 2026 B WRd o7 2ty wee I 94Tl

ISB climbed 15 places to rank 12th globally.
MSTHET 15 R FHWR TR dfeddh IR W 12d I TR gl

Its Post Graduate Programme (PGP) was rated India’s best for the sixth consecutive year.

b URE U3[TC WUTH (PGP) Bl (AR B I8 HRd BT Hd A HIAT 1T

2. Key Performance Indicators
ISB ranked first globally in Salary Percentage Increase.

AEeHt Bl daq gfderd gfg | faea & germ & A

Average earnings rose by 248%, reaching $201,712 post-graduation.
s & 91 3Td 3T 248% FedR $201,712 1 TS|

ISB ranked 6th worldwide for Alumni Network.
qd 813 decadb & foig gedst o faea A &a1 e fAa|



3. Indian Institutes in FT Global MBA Ranking 2026

Institute

ISB

IIM Ahmedabad

IIM Bangalore

IIM Calcutta

IIM Lucknow

4. Global Top MBA Institutions 2026

Rank

2026 Rank 2025 Rank
12 27
27 31
34 57
53 61
58 71

Institute

MIT Sloan

Insead

Wharton (University of Pennsylvania)

|ESE Business School

London Business School



4. Global Top MBA Institutions 2026

Rank Institute

1 MIT Sloan

2 Insead

3 Wharton (University of Pennsylvania)
4 IESE Business School

5 London Business School

5. FT Ranking Methodology

FT evaluated 128 business schools across 21 parameters.

FT A 21 AMEa! WR 128 a5 Wil &1 Hedids |

Alumni feedback contributed 56% weightage.
gd B3 gfdfhdr &1 ¥R 56% &l

School data contributed 34%.
TPl ST BIHR 34% &l

Research performance accounted for 10%.

HAHET UG &1 ANTEH 10% 2Tl



Topic

ISB Established

ISB Campuses

|IM Established Under

First IIM

IIM Ahmedabad

IIM Bangalore

IIM Lucknow

Details

2001

Hyderabad & Mohali

IIM Act, 2017

IIM Calcutta (1961)

Previous Year Questions (Memory-Based)

Exam

UPSC Prelims

SSC CGL

RAS

Banking PO

Year

2018

2022

2021

2020

1961
1973
1984
Question Answer
First IIM in India? IIM Calcutta
ISB is located in which city? Hyderabad
IIM Act passed in which year? 2017
FT Global MBA ranking is Financial Times

published by?



Consider the following statements:
fAmfafEa wem iR faar Bifg:

ISB ranked 12th globally in FT MBA Ranking 2026.

. 3TSTHEt FT MBA 3fd51 2026 # 129 =19 WR T

Alumni feedback carries the highest weightage in FT ranking.
FT 3 & gd &1 ufdfdsan &1 3e 3ifeis WR gidT 21

IIM Bangalore ranked 27th in 2026.

IIM TR 2026 H 27d 19 TR T

R

Which of the above statements are correct?

IR A & B I BT Tt 22

A) 1and 2 only
B) 2 and 3 only
C) 1and 3 only
D)1,2and 3



Cash in circulation
rises 11% to T40L cr

At 11.2%, Cash-To-GDP Ratio Lowest Since Covid
nuasmcad_-,smnmm,

Tinars News Netwonax

. Mumbai: Currency in cir-
 culation (CiC) touched a re-
: cordRsd0lakhcrore inJan,
¢ orising 111%  yearon-year

 even as its share in the eco-

= nomy declined. The cash-to-
GDP ratio eased to around
: 112%, down sharply from
: the pandemic peak of 14.4%
¢ inMarch 2021, signalling di-
: ghtal payments are finan.

: cingagrowingshare of eco-
¢ nomic activity despite hig-

. herabsolute cash holdings.
2 In absolute terms, cur
¢ rency holdings have expan

¢ ded steadily over the past de-
: cade. CiC rose from Rs 118
¢ lakhcrorein March2013(12%

. of GDP) to Rs 16,6 lakh crore
- In March 2016. Following de-
© monetisation, it fell toRs 13,4
- lakh crore in March 2017 but
. surgedtoRs28 51akhcrorein
¢ the pandemicera dashto-
¢ cash by March 2021 (14.4%).
¢ While the absolute amount
= of cash continued to rise, the

¢ CiC-GDP ratio moderated to

¢ 13.7% in March 2022, 12.4% in
: March 2023, 11.9% in March
: 2024 and 1L26% in March
¢ 2025, before stabilising aro-
© und 11-11.2% by Jan 2026.

: A report by State Bank
. of India attributed the re-
: cord cash stock to tax enfor-

¢ cement, low interest rates
:and shifting household be-

: haviour Around 18,000 GST

: notices issued in July 2025
¢ to small vendors based on
: UPI transaction volumes
- coincided with splkes in
¢ ATM withdrawals in Kar-

: nataka, West Bengal and Ke-
- rala, indicating a shift back

¢ to cash among small tra-

¢ ders, Weak deposit growth

 and lower interest rates ha-

© ve also encouraged precan-
. tionary cash savings, while

- households selling gold and

— [March, 18] 214 | 113

(u.er) mbm March,20] 245 | 122
March, 13| 118 | 12 | March,21] 285 | 144
March 14| 13 | 116 | [March, 22| 313 | BT
March,'15° 145 116 | March,23| 338 124
March, 16| 166 | 120 | March, 24| 351 | 119
March, 17, 134 | 87 | (March.25| 372 | 113
March, 18| 183 | 107 || Jan. 26| 40 | 112

> Inahsolute terms, more cash is being held, but a declining
cash-to-GDP ratio with rapid UPI adoption indicates that cash is
increasingly retained for storage, while a rising share of everyday

transactions i digital

'CiC; Currency Is clrculation: Sowrce: RV

RBI tells MSMEs to pursue formalisation

Mumbai: R8I governor Sanjay Malhotra on Monday urged
micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) to formalise
operations and assured them of timely and adequate access
to credit, calling improved credit flow to the sector akey policy
priority for Reserve Bank of india. At an Interaction with
MSMES and Industry associations, the governor highlighted
the sector’s contribution to GDP, exports and employment,
and outlined policy and regulatory steps taken by the central
bank and govt to supportit. He encouraged enterprises to
strengthen credit discipline and adopt digital payments to
enhance resilience and competitivenass, mw

silvertoraise liquidity have
supported cash holdings
and consumption.

Digital payments, howe-
ver, continue to expand ra-
pidly Data from National
Payments Corporation of
India show UPI now acco-
unts for about 70-80% of dl-
gital pavments. Monthly
UPI transactions rose from
around 140 crore in March
2020 to over 200 crore by Oct
2020 and 365 crore by Aug
2021, valued at Rs 6.4 lakh
crore, Record levels were res
ached in Dec 2025 with 2,163
crore transactions worth
nearly Rs 28 lakh crore, fol-
lowed by 2170 crore transac-
tions in Jan 2026 — roughly
70crore transactions a day.

Currency denomination
trends reinforce the store-
of-value role of cash. The

Rs 500 note's share in total
currency value roseby 4.4%
between April 2025 and
Jan 2026, After the withdra:
wal of the Rs 2,000 note, me-
dium denominations gal-
ned ground. Small-value no-
tes continued to lose rele-
vance, with the volume
share of notes below Rs 20
decliningfrom 36.5% in 2023
to32.4% in2025and theirva-
lue share edging down from
L7%tol6%.

The broad trend sug-
gests a struetural shift: mo-
recash is beingheld inabso-
lute terms, but a declining
cash-to-GDP ratio alongsi-
de rapid UPI adoption indl-
cates physical currency is
increasingly retained for
storage, while digital sy-
stems handle a rising share
of everyday transactions.




1. Key Highlights
Currency in Circulation (CiC) reached %40 lakh crore in January 2026.
SFadt 2026 A ga@4 A Hgl (CiC) 40 ¢RI H3Ag dP Ugd TS|

This represents an 11.1% year-on-year increase.

g q¥-a-ay 11.1% @ gfg qerfar &1

However, the Cash-to-GDP ratio declined to around 11.2%.

ETdiids, AdbG-A-3Tardl AqUTd HedhR AT 11.2% I8 17|

The ratio is the lowest since the Covid pandemic period.

I HUTd BIfds HeWRt & a1g &1 Ja fFaen TR 21

2. Trend Since Demonetisation
Cash holdings expanded steadily after demonetisation.

Aleddl & 91¢ Adal HeR dMdR d@d & |

In March 2018, CiC stood at 216.6 lakh crore.
Hrf 2018 # CiC 216.6 WA &S 2|

It rose to ¥28.5 lakh crore in March 2021.
A 2021 7 I8 gedR 228.5 6 BRS & 1T

By January 2026, it reached 40 lakh crore.
a3t 2026 dd g T40 W B & AT



3. Cash-to-GDP Ratio Trend
Cash-to-GDP ratio peaked at 14.4% in March 2021 (pandemic peak).
TbG-J-3Erdt 3UTd AT 20217 14.4% (RETHRY T3A) UR Ugdil

It declined to 12.4% in March 2022.
IE AT 2022 A "EHR 12.4% T AT

Further declined to 11.9% in March 2023.
A 2023 A I8 3R ged? 11.9% 8 1T

Stabilised around 11.2% by January 2026.
a3t 2026 AP A€ ATHT 11.2% TR RER 8 |

4. Digital Payments Growth
Rapid UPI adoption indicates increasing digital transactions.

asit & UPI 3rg- A fEfaied aea | gfg gefs s

UPI accounts for about 70-80% of digital transactions in India.

WRd ® f2fsice 9ed &1 i1 70-80% f&=ar UPI A glaT 81

Monthly UPI transactions crossed record levels in recent years.

&1l & a9l & H1fd® UPI dHeA A RapTs TR urR fda|



5. RBI's Advisory to MSMEs

RBI urged MSMEs to formalise operations.
RBI & MSME &1 Jare 3itenfies a1 @1 g fasam

Emphasis was placed on digital payments and credit discipline.

fefsted wrar ik ot sy w SR fGar mam

Objective: Improve resilience and competitiveness.

38ed; eietera 3k widwefarasar garmr

Data Snapshot (Exam-Oriented Table)

Year CiC (2 lakhcr)
March 2019 21.4
March 2020 245
March 2021 285
March 2022 31.3
March 2023 338
March 2024 35.1
March 2025 37.2

January 2026 40

Cash-GDP Ratio (%)

1.3

12.2

14.4

13.7

124

1.9

1.3

1.2



IN India’s First Nation




Particular

Details

Project Name

India’s First National Cow Culture Museum

Location

Mathura, Uttar Pradesh

Campus

Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya Veterinary Science
University

Announcement Date

February 2026

Type

National-Level Thematic Museum

Focus

Cultural, Agricultural & Economic significance of Cattle




Objective

Cultural Awareness

Scientific Perspective
Agricultural Importance

Dairy Economy

Rural Development

Balanced Narrative

Explanation

Highlight spiritual & traditional importance of
COWS

Explain cattle conservation & breed
characteristics

Role in draught power & organic manure

Contribution to milk production & rural
livelihoods

Link between cattle-based activities & rural
economy

Beyond religious symbolism — culture +
science




& Agriculture & Economy Link

Aspect

Organic Farming
Draught Power
Dairy Sector
Rural Livelihood

Sustainable Farming

Importance for Exams

Use of cow dung manure

Traditional farming support

Supports millions of households

Employment generation in villages

Eco-friendly agricultural practices

) Important Related Constitutional & Policy Points

Topic

Article 48 (DPSP)

Rashtriya Gokul Mission

National Dairy Development Board (NDDB)

Operation Flood

UP’s Role

Relevance

Organization of agriculture & animal husbandry; prohibits
slaughter of cows, calves & milch cattle

Conservation & development of indigenous bovine breeds

Dairy sector promotion

White Revolution in India

Major milk-producing state



Breed

Gir

Sahiwal
Tharparkar
Red Sindhi

Ongole

State
Gujarat
Punjab
Rajasthan
Sindh/India

Andhra Pradesh

Special Feature
High milk yield
Heat tolerance
Drought resistant
Adaptable breed

Strong draught animal



* Q. Consider the following statements regarding India’s first
National Cow Culture Museum:

* |t will be established in Mathura, Uttar Pradesh.

* It will function within a veterinary university campus.
* The project focuses only on religious symbolism.

* It will showcase indigenous cattle breeds.

* Which of the above statements are correct?

* A)1and 2 only
B) 1,2 and 4 only
C) 1 and 3 only
D) 2, 3 and 4 only



INFR India—France
Innovation Year 2026



Topic Details

Event Launch of India—France Year of Innovation

Leaders Involved Narendra Modi (India), Emmanuel Macron (France)
Date of Launch February 2026

Macron’s Visit 17-19 February 2026 (3 days)

Nature of Visit Strategic & Innovation Partnership Expansion
Focus Areas Al, Defence, Technology, Indo-Pacific Cooperation
Related Summit Al Impact Summit (Mumbai)

Earlier Summit Al Action Summit (France)

Countries Participated in Al Action Summit 100+ countries



& Al & Technology Partnership

Area

Al Cooperation

Digital Infrastructure
Start-up Collaboration
Capacity Building

Indo-Pacific

Defence Cooperation

Defence Aspect

Strategic Partnership
Rafale Deal
Procurement Mode
Flyaway Condition
Manufactured in India

Defence Significance

Key Points for Exam

Human-centric, ethical, safe & inclusive Al framework

Strengthening tech collaboration

Institutional partnership between startups & researchers

Al capacity-building for developing nations

Strategic alignment in Indo-Pacific region

Details

India-France Strategic Partnership (since 1998)

114 Rafale fighter aircraft

Government-to-Government

18 aircraft

Remaining 96 aircraft

Strengthens Air Force capability & Make in India



& India-France Strategic Partnership (Background)

Area

Established

Key Areas

Indo-Pacific Cooperation

Space Cooperation

Nuclear Cooperation

Details

1998

Defence, Nuclear Energy, Space, Maritime Security

Joint naval exercises (Varuna Exercise)

ISRO-CNES partnership

Civil Nuclear Agreement (Jaitapur Project)

J Indo-Pacific Importance (Exam Angle)

Point

Region

Importance

France's Role

India's Role

Significance

Strategic maritime region

Trade routes, China factor, QUAD alignment

Has overseas territories in Indian Ocean

SAGAR doctrine



Q. The India—France Year of Innovation 2026 focuses primarily on which of the following areas?

1. Artificial Intelligence cooperation
2. Defence manufacturing

3. Indo-Pacific maritime security

4.

Agricultural trade reforms

Select the correct answer:

A) 1 and 2 only
B) 1, 2 and 3 only
C) 2 and 4 only
D) 1, 3and 4 only



Delectation: Lassitades
a feeling of extreme pleasure or satisfaction; act assituae: .
of receiving pleasure from something a state of comatose torpor; a feeling of lack of
interest or energy; weakness characterised by a

Synonymes: delight, enjoyment lack of vitality or energy
Usa g€ Here is some ice cream for your Syn ONYMS: lethargy, sluggishness, languor,
delectation. listlessness, slackness
Pronunciation: Usa g€ The hot summer days were marked by
newsth.live/delectationpro lassitude.
International Phonetic Pronunciation: newsth.live/lassitudepro
Alphabet: /di:lek'te1fan/, / dilek'terfan/ ] .

' ' International Phonetic




Soorya Prakash. N

ke

QUESTION 1

Which country has the
maximum number of
coaches in the
ongoing T20 World
Cup?

A

QUESTION 2

Which country’s
current coach has won
the T20 World Cup
title twice, both as
captain?

A

QUESTION 3

Who played in the
inaugural ODI World
Cup in 1975 but is now
coach of another
country?

CM ¢
K

A

QUESTION 4

Out of the 20 participating
countries, only seven
nations have a coach who

has played for their country.

Among these seven, only
two have not played any
international matches. Who
are they?

fie.

QUESTION 5

Out of the 20 participating
countries, only six nations
have retained the same
coach who was also
in-charge of their team in
the 2024 World Cup.
However, there are three
other coaches who have
moved from one country to
another when compared
with 2024. Who are they?

A

Visual question:

He was the manager of the World Cup winning Indian team in 2007 and is now coach of
this participating team in the 2026 T20 World Cup. Name him. TH




BIG DISCOUNT
FESTIVAL

~ 10%0FF

GK-G S+

+CURRENT AFFAIRS
2025-26 GOMEQ

BY BHUNESH SIR | geT 10% |OFF CODE:B10

INCLUDES:

e COMPLETE GK-GS (RECORDED | 200+ HRS)
e COMPLETE CURRENT AFFAIRS (LIVE
e | JAN 2025—-MAR 2026 | 20 HIGH PRIORITY TOPICS)

l FOR: UPSC, STATE PCS, SSC, BANKING, RAILWAY, DEFENCE '
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GK GS Complete Course by Bhunesh Sir

Computer Knowledge Physics Chemistry Biology Geography History Polity Economics Static GK

Part-6 Governor & Com, High Court Class-2

Watch Now

2024-06-21 5t 10:00 AM
Part-6 Governor & Com, High Court

Watch Now
2024-06-20) at 10:00 AM
Part-6 Governor & Com Class-2

Watch Now
2024-06-13 at 11:00 AM
Part-6 Governor § COM

Watch Now
2024-06-12 at 11:00 AM
Part-5 Supreme Court Class-2 & Part-6 Governor

Watch Now
2024-06-11 at 11:00 AM
Part-5 Supreme Court

Watch Now
2024-06-08 at 11:00 AM



What you'll get
« Coverage of all major national and international events from January 2025 to March 2026

» 20 high-priority topics explained in depth so you can handle both factual and analytical questions
Topics to be Covered:
1. Government Schemes (Flagship + New Launches)
2. Budget & Taxation
3. Economic Indicators
4. Reports & Indices (India’s Rank)
5. International Affairs (India + Major Summits)
6. Science & Tech
7. Environment & Ecology
8. Polity & Constitution Updates
9. Awards & Honours
10. Sports
11. Banking & Financial Market
12. Defence
13. Appointments & Resignations
14. Books & Authors
15. Important Days & Themes
16. Government Committees
17. States in News
18. India Rankings & Lists
19. Sports + Govt Sports Schemes
20. Miscellaneous Must-Do

« All video lectures will be delivered in bilingual format (Hindi + English) to ensure clarity and comfort for
every learner.
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