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ISRO releases RESPOND
Basket, invites proposals

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) re-
leased the RESPOND Bas-
ket 2025, comprising re-
search problem statements
aligned with ISRO’s current
and future  mission
requirements.

On Tuesday, ISRO Chair-
person V. Narayanan re-
leased the RESPOND Bas-
ket 2025 at  the
inauguration of the ISRO-
Academia Day.

Collaborative research
In his inaugural address,
Dr. Narayanan under-
scored the vital role of aca-
demia in contributing in-
novative ideas, advanced
A

It comprises the
most important
research problems
identified by ISRO

research and skilled hu-
man resources to India’s
expanding space pro-
gramme, and highlighted
the impact of the RES-
POND programme in ad-
dressing complex techno-
logical challenges through
collaborative research.

As part of the pro-
gramme, ISRO scientists
delivered detailed techni-
cal talks on the research
topics listed in the RES-
POND Basket 2025, provid-
ing academic participants
with deeper insights into

mission-driven  require-
ments, expected out-
comes, and potential areas
of collaboration.

The RESPOND Basket
comprises the most urgent
and important research
problems identified by IS-
RO and Department of
Space Centre/Units on the
basis of ISRO’s upcoming
programmatic R&D re-
quirements.

The RESPOND Basket
2025 invites submission of
research proposals from
various premier universi-
ties, and other recognised
academic and R&D institu-
tions in areas relevant to
ISRO’s upcoming missions
and national priorities.
The last date for submis-
sion is January 31, 2026.




1) ISRO ? RESPOND Basket 2025 3Rt fdsar — 382

ISRO released the RESPOND Basket 2025 to list research problem statements aligned with future

missions.

ISRO & RESPOND Basket 2025 3R} fasarm i wfdsr & faeMT @ 2 oiter IHRI3i &t gt vgH &ar e

It identifies the most critical research challenges for India’s space programme.

IE VRA & 3aRel BrRIicGH B! Jad Hggui Ne FANa bl UgaH &dl |

2) Academia—-ISRO Collaboration @ HsTgd BAT

The announcement was made during ISRO-Academia Day by Chairman V. Narayanan.

Ig ENYUTT ISRO-Academia Day & SRR TIRAT dt. ARRIUE A &Y

ISRO emphasised the need for academia to contribute innovative ideas and skilled manpower.

ISRO A BT T GRT AATIR 3R FHA HIAd JATEM UGH B @ IaAddT B 1ifdsd (b

Collaborative research helps address complex technological challenges.

ATt eer St depldh! gAlfdal Y & B3 | A BT &l



3) RESPOND Basket A &=IT 2nfAd 22

It includes urgent and priority research problems identified by ISRO and its Centres/Units.

A ISRO 3R 3Td FHaI/IfACH GRT U T8 ATdAD 3R TTAfHddT aret el IHIITS NfAe & |

Topics are based on upcoming R&D requirements of ISRO missions.

a1 ISRO fA2MY &Y 3MTHT R&D 3Maeddsdrait U menfid g1

Expected outcomes and collaboration areas are also specified.

srafgia aRomm 3R Tgaim & g i fAefRa fasg e €

4) P 1A B b1 2?

RESPOND 2025 invites proposals from top universities and recognised R&D institutions.

RESPOND 2025 oY faeafdemerat 31z AT=IdT Ured R&D T&THY A YXdTd THAd BT |

Research must align with ISRO's national and mission priorities.

2ier ISRO bt IEHT 3R e[ A drsl @ Ae JHT Iifgg|

Last date for submission is 31 January 2026.

STHT B3A &t 3ifan fafe 31 sadt 2026 &1



ISRO uses the RESPOND Programme to fund academic research since the 1970s.

ISRO 1970 & €2l & RESPOND BRIEH & dgd IbIeHdb 20 B e Bl 2l

RESPOND Basket is a structured list of priority research problems updated annually.

RESPOND Basket WTeifies 2iter IHR3H &Y a1fiies 3rera Jait &1

Focus areas usually include propulsion, remote sensing, Al-ML, materials, sensors, communication tech.

&I &7 3HAR |R WiueeM, RAle T, Al-ML, Imi, IR, IR ddb-1d gd &|

It helps bridge India's academia-industry—space ecosystem.

IE WRd & NpIeHp-3eMT-3iaRker uiRfzeifde! a3 ! gdr 21



Exam ke liye bht important hai

Mission Launch Year Objective (Short & Clear) @
Gaganyaan - Uncrewed Test 2025 To test the human-rating systems, crew escape system,
Mission 3 environmental control & life support systems before

India's first human spaceflight.

Gaganyaan - First Crewed Mission Expected end-2025 / To send Indian astronauts into Low Earth Orbit (~400 km)

(G1) early-2026 for 3 days and return safely — India’s maiden human
spaceflight.

INSAT-3DS 2025 Advanced meteorological satellite to improve weather

forecasting, cyclones monitoring, cloud imaging, and
atmospheric sounding.

GSAT-20 (formerly GSAT- 2025 High-Throughput Ka-band communication satellite

20/GSAT-N2) providing broadband internet connectivity across India.

SPADEX (Space Docking 2025 To demonstrate autonomous satellite docking — key

Experiment) - Phase 1 technology for future space station, on-orbit servicing,
refueling.

RISAT-1B (Radar Imaging 2025 To provide all-weather, day-night Earth observation using

Satellite) synthetic aperture radar for agriculture, disaster

management & surveillance.



TRISHNA Mission (ISRO-CNES
joint)

Exposat-1 (X-Ray Polarimetry

Satellite)

NISAR (NASA-ISRO Synthetic
Aperture Radar)

Aditya-L1 Post-Launch Scientific
Phase (2025)

Chandrayaan-4 (Preparatory
Activities)

Small Satellite Launch Vehicle
(SSLV) - Productionised Flights

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025 (development

phase)

2025

To monitor land surface temperature, heat stress,
hydrology, agriculture & climate change effects with high-

resolution thermal imaging.

To study X-ray polarization of cosmic sources like black

holes, pulsars, neutron stars.

To map Earth's surface changes—glaciers, forests,
earthquakes, land deformation, climate impacts.

Continued solar corona, CME, solar wind &
magnetosphere studies from L1 orbit.

Technology development for sample return mission—

landing, ascent module, docking systems.

To provide low-cost, on-demand launch services for small

satellites, startups & academic payloads.



Exam

SSC CGL

SSC CHSL

IBPS PO

RPSC

CDS

Date

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

Question Asked

ISRO funds academic
research through which
programme?

ISRO—Academia
partnerships primarily
aim at?

RESPOND is related to
which sector?

Purpose of RESPOND
programme?

Which programme
involves universities in
space research?

Answer

RESPOND

Innovation & R&D

Space research

Promote external
research for ISRO

RESPOND



Q. With reference to ISRO’'s RESPOND Basket 2025, consider the following statements:

(English = Hindi in same line rule followeq)

1.
. Ig ISRO & Hfdsy fieMT & 8 wneifids 2N Irm3ft &t Jat UgH wdT &l

® o pw N

It lists priority research problems aligned with ISRO'’s future missions.

Only ISRO Centres can submit proposals under the RESPOND Basket.
RESPOND Basket &% d&d &dd ISRO &g &l UdTd STHT &R Jhd &l
Academia-ISRO Day is the platform where the Basket 2025 was announced.
Academia-ISRO Day g Hd g 3T&l Basket 2025 & €ISUT g5

Which of the statements are correct?

el Bed Bi-3 82



+

TR

News

CHenmar

Blood transfusion
case: six children
test HIV positive

Audial
WHOUAL

x children have
1w N

L " Mashin at
thie diAtrice hoapital during
ialianae

el

it for
c on

he

By apodd unitod’ 1 &
Ty wa-0Md yir) whvo have
Dot Awiiderig blood
COANATURGNA a1 T Do
wl While the  children
wirr T pisliive bt

W Aate e Thinn e
e bnguiFlos.

Degany Chilul Minlates
Wogenera  Bhukln, who
Bokds the Health portfolio,
vakd st T ke oot 0

Fupied s Ui Al
"W will iy b sbie
foveal anyihing ance the

Ah_chlldeen somid

cutved transfasons at dife
ent owgitaks, lmluﬂmn
the tllluk.ll hu'l)llul " wel
alpaie

it
takue g
Ktk 4l
huida, in:
change Chted Mudical'and
nunh nnu TR

et hosgital, sl 1t o
v ml.l--n s have lavers tamiv
Ly 00 for Walas
casonta "
they riapiite rlar blood

i
l\ e they develop o
history of multiphs tranai
ey e bimer high

i

Rt An
he

EC publishes draft voter
list for five States, UT.s

42 lakh In

Over 58 Iakh niumes Dawe been removed from te exlsting vorer s in WesUcngal
B, 10 Lk by G, 3 diede ovee o kakh i Pudochorry, and naardy 1500 In Lakshadwoep

HEW D1

e I\lnlh " lnnn
O oy
Tunrday pnmn-lmu
e drait whovocal roll ¢
o vt

4 Vit it e sl i
okl Revislon

[y
nrd,

Mare  than 80 Wk
nimes have " removed

fro m- wontuthiug viorer s e
Wt Bengal, nawrly 43

ok o Bnasttcinn, 16 Tkl
A

[
nwar
L

ukrhadwyop,
Unlikn the SIN exercise
I Dikar, vo nol
roaiileed 1o sulmi any of
n l hietive o

Al Tk corducted
1

ORaLt comua. 1t ol b o Tate on theas A
ather wa
m.. o transfusion ok immediatlys 1 Mol
homiuk il
ity b WI'II» l| wonirve ol
men m-mml, M e fecal o b dutect
e wad -, l||» IM 0 -NI et

u or Natlah
Mmriwr S naldd thas wn inter
Ivsaguion st th fos
nunl bean
et lmu e msier.
“Ihe childrin have v

apart -
glan, the' uuldmn coukd

o Contraciod e
InGw10N from any Itrive
MO dnjection or contumi
ted i

e
Avalt it uuuw Whala yrleam,

i wy
Vuters wh | lvvl
T dran lst, and. Doy

:'uuhl 1 b Ankind £

n\m mrlmluu e of vo-

Preopl himih Moo
IIEEIDE I (Wi 5y
s who could nar b
afrpt i

v
v:lkv
cnaly matchod
“V'rl'lrlllﬂn ol
will start now) u
wemires sl The §iredn.
" Y 7

ad on thw den OF th
ll iri-lml JC l'l Inllt

Ilh-i weie deid
Tk (4,20 39 o i 10
Bave ahiied of weiv ab-
19 LAk (040 %)
founad anroliod w
mubiple places

Y
oneLon o

I Fapamhan,
e w o H

of %46
g

it N e
Yoted, W70 Takd (0.0
wre decamsed yorers, 29,6
kit (5AV) ware thow
il SR e w
Ahl-nl Arnd A Bk 0
W) wore il e losl e
kgl grlams.

I Uow, 1004 lakh
@LEER) of 1165 lakh
DA are on e dratt Har.

capped, TEATY(6.12%) word
Fonannd o v slufiost o aly

AL, il 1,07 (0.5 Bk
anrolid utultiple places.

1 LG Twvitony s
" mllnllul'v. 10 wxAM
10,21 Tnkhy 0.4 kb

e,
e nm» are on the drify

it OF the namey d
070K wwie

il
L v
Bave hwon aly
L U241 Welw Wi
rolledat miitiple placos.
Awiw i, e other

HOHAR We
Ml
ot and 3,

Union, - Terviiney, . hag
6,364 (97 3% i on
Al hea it
L) vmw»
alk, TON e,
Wirw found sifwd/mbwnt
Al AT were eme who
i enralled At multipie
e

T sald dhal Whe
Ao

Chidef ¥ c
wabiite, the Election Com
MiRklon ¥ vorer portal wsd
e BCINET applie

3

Meves bt nmv W o |m
e
ll-|. he uv uh- lluldl I\Il

It wborg
w the ron]ul-lw
OC UMY,

Irardnge 1) habens wint
objections pertad (rom D
v Juwary 1R,
0y wutiriogt e BSOS
vlector may Rlw chabine or
abjertions, o
thon phse will ond o Vo
Lirvry 75 sl robls win h!
pubilished on February 14

West Bengal Sports
Minister resigns over
chaos at Messi event

KOLEATA

Wit Ihuwll | Sporta ttinia
on ‘T
s o
. At Lianel  Mossl's
vt al (i Kadd ke Kiak
MO b KTkt on Do

AR Lt ond (il
00 10 Chilel Mtk
Jow Wi

“Aw per the v iy
Al sl

QYT

1T Suphn v

I
e and Inconiion of the
P
rollel from the Sports b
parment flll the suke of

el b he
Vlvvl-lmmln Yirvw Dhurun
W (VYR wlidenst

. 2029,

Dot

Ma. hunmrw added that
Blawas arrect (e

Mr.

ronlign) and nmﬂ and un-

A
Ny ool

e e

T/ mo for e

Violnice had sruptod at
the nnlllllm * foobiall fane
Y

-
co# 1 INTector-Caneral of
Pollsw Kajowy Kidina, Wi
Toaramigar Policy Cominia
sonne Mukesly Kotiar and
Pl Beeretary
Yourh Affales and Bports
Pt e Hjealt Kinnar
N,

A Epelal Inveatligation
Twain Has bewiy Sondchus -.l
wuh Addinionil
i Policn (lavw wil
Jawod  Shamimm,

sath e
Pl Nathar,  ERreon
G y) Posyish l-uuln
el Rk vackpoie
Cotmmbsalonel Mur Alhlhln
The W gosarnmant Ao wi

uulun
Al

e
Am-m surkar and inj:
e

1he Mins

o] My Muas),

Wil spectatoes who had

DM ticketx 4t & hofty

‘ it v
unable 1ot

the 'Ilﬂtl-lll

[
helng

s ol
oo,

e offiour. On
VA, He v
HWAE AL U AR glry
comunisslors 4d by Jussics

Tha chaow his § |\|umrl
vl M Banwrjes to
how 10 wpoTtH lover:

SC issues notice after Justice
Varma challenges inquiry
panel formed by Speaker

Katahinadar Kaduwooal
AW DRLI

. o Comiit
Toesdoy decided o

Var
K Aaralling the wetion of
Lok Subh, ket Om Nir
ORI iy

A Mol ikl by o
e Dlgankar DACLA s

DOtico 10 M. B la through
the Lok Salshi Secratarin,

0 JAAATY 7, 20260,

Policeman
killed in

Udhampur
encounter

FAMAL

A policeman waw killed in
CIUCT i

"
with

ul iy

Wi Launcliod

bondu -vullivll n Soan

Village Fallowing o spweeiive
nput. The oA proved ue

AR A sl fonm of

e Mot \uu\r e e

.
aperation

UM Y WA VI

W M, kA of halt
TP Ay e Wi
Alligidly vidworaped i a

our
‘A in-house. Tgutry peo-

Codiie  atarted by then
Cher untice of Indha Sanjiv
l(hqulm e mnmﬂul«! he
bl Varine

With PM in Jordan, Jaishankar in Israel, India
reiterates its position on West Asian conflicts

Kallul Uhal
NIW DRANE

With Prime Miniser N
rentdrs Madi n - Arman

b s ot Trvsia
wollabiration for h

e

ik
1o Fartlamunt, sftvr which
Qi Wil consil

ot

bow itk bl Wi Pt
v EvinEimd il OO
uqlul'\::y e liw, 1o AT
Though noticws of
Motion for remaval were
wowof
i

" "
ally. Tl ACE mddaed
Jobne conunination with the
Radya 3abia Chatiman,

Wil v

aged Sy, and loaternal

Artalis Milatns & m.h....

Rt Ty el AVIV o !

Indin's  suppory n'-v
[

"
the

st wvilving wowivarin I
Wk Asla.

poaking ot the tndia
ordan Dusiness " Forum,
M. Mo nsid King Abdul
Tl 11 bae

ot )

n Jardan. “Eur
T U AOTEA YeRtorday,
His Mn)v y also highlight
ol the Ifastctie 1o

Soscting tlen Frinre e
e AL Huwwsir Bin Al

EOATEON eeidh L Xy

whae dnablan mm Jurstanian

han

ot M g AN Wil
AT 0 Tl ay, s

10 adilrom uum rauire
s together,” e wai
gt In
Jomian eatinr duriig M
hay Tty I.
e theoe natl

L

Wity Kll
Abcilial 1l and axprease
OMEUAL deteninination Iu

878 infiltrators held from Myanmar
border in two years, govt. tells LS

NEW

VL

uny .u l - L
sght along
the India: Mynnmu bordor
avar’ the

n M)
o AT MMA
Foavermd (s bk Rabih o

Tibastay.
ister of staw for
Hlosne MIYANANa Kk kakd

in i written roply thut .2
o WG

it

bt
It Areeated
the Mynnmar borddr
WEAR, YA, 20, 15, 30, 57,
T3, A73, 202, A s o
respcthvly

MM regutaged

WIS o CONTHIORNIH00 6 (AR
A1 Db 0 1Ak A

e a1 Myan

I Mg, Hon
Al Nhah an

i ol
e buorder wlll be
Tuncod i e Pros Move:
er Regima (MR Wit
the north-eastern boeder
will b vt However,
PRI, which ullusws véima
hor o

It P bk
Without viess wnd  pa
R

mkemerncof

T IA, vl bl W
Tulated,

I Bt
e (e work wis
mmml. undar the
it T M
rm- "ll‘lll\ma’ from 16 km to

v " ‘

o
e regglon 2
Altibi n MUsEty salil.

iy fter ME Mot
roachvd Jordan, Mr. hish-
ankar andod in the taaell

NIA can take
over cases of
‘hardcore’

criminals: SC

caplisl ol Aviv whirs h
win wulcomed by the l'(i

Folgn Minlate i
B i condemned
e fer ek Tonds

e
il ol Ny eleiwy, Aviovatia,
el wokd, TWiere Il
il b ol anw o,
uw are boch countrias who
Havis i gty

1
Cinaa .-.n— pu G| by

wident Fru)

s ha 8 Wikl Tead b 4

Insing and durably sl
woid,

M Ivtehankar s visit hie
antracted atention as in
[

s Works ‘y
antine cafugoas that inidie
han hiseon icatly asabatod

PM honoured
with Ethiopi:
highest award

of india

Lrsmn Lrust.
AT ABADA

I'Nmn Minister Narondrs
sy Tymmilay waw von
Ivvvvﬂ with Kehio \
vt awand T

Ty Iyl e

Rhre by Ahinwed Ak

awand wiik 10 ho-

nouE Mo Motls. rots.

steanathaniog india-tithio

{1l tiow. the Micusery of B
At

oty mm.-.«- v
sloaient (o
Tk |l ol I
T el
Dilatoral it out

SC expresses shock
over money lost to
digital arrest fraud

Wil e e W
ntraduiced. Kedsluaas
W DL HEW 11
Froun i i
16 wded thar [ e Supreme Court on | e supreme Count
100 2020 wrd 20028, the (- | Tesday mggeated e M-
bt of ol cy

A Wl Ve Il
waishe skiond At 4N
D50, ey
Woktwoun the years J014
and 208, the numbr of
HUCH MORIA Aot M 2,100,
a0y, 180, Lov, Ak
100, »

wrr
.u-n

" A,m'l .n,n.

"y
renly l ‘e

3w 0 Hhoe Wil 27

wan e

AN 000 K D, |

phynically fanced.

maining 154,524

fumwndd, 18wl (hak o 1w
4:096.70-km Indis Dangle
sk I, 349,93

ha o
.a-y-n.uy i
DAL R

[ hwu

(NIA) Gab vty

Pl baws lidvd
ksend, profeskiial ..n.\
orlminale. A
Woihch of Chiud BuiEhco ot 1
din Suryw Kant aiid funtice
rhl il e
o 1

owr-l:mm security

Al nbepeily of

Y OF At

skl il s
i

on

Mk At
P
-

ial e
Tuaver Tewny 4l
i

alt frai |
DAtAL  arTeats  were
widely taported in trwlia
i) 20T, h 2024,
when traucmery would i

Wiy (rens K.

A note given by the
i tha court shiowed
t1llv- ll- wl

MALINTICE dre Das
o

portod .mnpumu oF g
Al avvoeh
e Chiv Juntics ad-
drossed the Mesirve Bunk
of Il (RO, copronented
aatvocites M.i i

vl \
Part uf Bankebs 10 Mg

o
inay mmount 1o "duliciomcy

R ]
Thore Ougit (0 e & Rywarn
T AN

Decomber |,
" \ashwd the.
ATIgALION
gt o
ern it thele

the
al

o

AOCkATeN,

O Tiwsday, Aluiney

Geneorul B Venkatarnmand,

T Ahw Comnire, wmm

GO UL A A
s




s Lebanon  © WorldAtlas.co
]
IS Golan
& Seaof _ Heights Iraq
L& Galilee
S N
< j%(dan IFbid _ Ar Ruyvéyshid
very Al Mafraq an
e S.a‘tk *Az Zarqa
2. /Amman Azraq
Jerusalem /| -
Ma'daba N
s
DSead *Al Karak A
ea .
Jordan Arabia
Israel _
Petra
a
*Ma'an
79 50 mi
Al'Agabah ——
N 50 km
Gulf of
= Aqaba jORQAN. -
\Egypt (Sinai) LOW / HILLS / MOUNTAINS



India is Jordan’s third-largest trading
partner, Prime Minister Modi
proposed enhancing bilateral trade to
S5 billion over the next five years.

Jordan is a leading supplier of
phosphates and potash fertilizers for
India.

e He also encouraged collaboration e Both sides also discussed investments
between Jordan’s digital payment in fertilizer production to meet India’s

system and India’s Unified Payments growing demand, with Jordan being an
Interface. important supplier of phosphates to

e In the financial year 2023-24, total India.
India-Jordan trade reached USS 2.875

billion, with India’s exports to Jordan
amounting to USS 1,465 billion.




About Jordan

— West Asian country in the Middle East.

— Borders: Israel & Palestine (West), Saudi Arabia (South & East), Iraq (East), Syria (North).
A. Dead Sea is a landlocked salt lake between Israel and Jordan in southwestern Asia.

— Landlocked except for a short coastline at Agaba (Red Sea).

— Head of State: King Abdullah Il (since 1999).

— The main ethnic groups in Jordan are Arabs, primarily Jordanians and Palestinians.



PM honoured
with Ethiopia’s
highest award

Press Trust of India
ADDIS ABABA

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday was con-
ferred with Ethiopia’s high-
est award ‘The Great Ho-
nour Nishan of Ethiopia’
by his Ethiopian counter-
part Abiy Ahmed Ali.

The award was to ho-
nour Mr. Modi’s role in
strengthening India-Ethio-
pia ties, the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs said.

India and Ethiopia also
elevated their ties to a stra-
tegic partnership, after the
leaders discussed issues of
bilateral interest.
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1) Ethiopia 7 PM Modi &} Sdfar I/ U fdar

Prime Minister Narendra Modi was awarded Ethiopia’s highest civilian honour: The Great Honour Nishan of

Ethiopia.
UETHAT 93¢ HIG! B! SfNGAT &1 Jdfad AR I § 9 317 7277 3w steifgard Iwrfad faar

The award was conferred by Ethiopian PM Abiy Ahmed Ali.
Ig I sferNfGaT &b emaHT 3ret 31gHq 31eit gRT UG fdsar |

2) GIXBR G4 BT BRI
It recognises PM Modi’s role in strengthening India—Ethiopia relations.

U RIBR YRA-SRAANGAT Fadeif Bl Haiga B3 A A Bl YfAdT Bt JI=IdT &dT &

It highlights India’s growing diplomatic outreach in Africa.

IE 3WIHT A HRA &I §@d! BeAlidd HfAdT B 35TTR BT 8|




India—Ethiopia ties established in 1948.
WRA-SfRIRANTAT Jeer 1948 | 1fud gT &

Ethiopia is one of Africa’s fastest-growing economies.

SferRNfGT 3rvhidsT ol Jad dsit & g4l 3refarazensii 7 d U &

India is among Ethiopia’s top investment sources (agriculture, textiles, pharma).

YRd sferafaen & g fAder Jdl 7 A v & (Y, BUST, BHi)|

Ethiopia's PM Abiy Ahmed is a Nobel Peace Prize laureate (2019).
SfeINfGT & werHAT 37at 3Tgng 2019 & Add 2Iifd REBR fasidr &

India offers capacity-building via ITEC and Pan-Africa e-Network.

WRd ITEC 3R d9-31%616T S-Acads & ATEIH A &rHdT-fARTOT U &rdT 2|



No.

10

1

12

Award [ Honour

The Great Honour Nishan of
Ethiopia

Order of the Druk Gyalpo

Order of the Nile

Companion of the Order of
Logohu

Grand Companion of the Order
of Fiji

Order of the Distinguished Rule
of 1zzuddin

Order of St. Andrew the Apostle

Order of Zayed

Order of King Abdulaziz Al Saud

Order of the Republic

Order of Friendship

Global Goalkeeper Award

Country / Organisation

Ethiopia

Bhutan

Egypt

Papua New Guinea

Fiji

Maldives

Russia

UAE

Saudi Arabia

Palestine

Russia

Bill & Melinda Gates

Foundation

Year

2025

2024

2023

2023

2023

2019

2019

2019

2016

2018

2015

2019

Type | Category

Highest Civilian Honour

Highest Civilian Honour

Highest Civilian Honour

Highest Civilian Honour

Highest Civilian Honour

Highest Civilian Honour

Highest Civilian Honour

Highest Civilian Honour

Highest Civilian Honour

Highest Civilian Honour

Civilian Honour

Global Leadership Award

@)



13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

UNEP Champions of the Earth
Award

Seoul Peace Prize

Philip Kotler Presidential Award

King Charles lll Medal (Papua
New Guinea special honour)

Legion of Merit

Global Energy & Environment
Leadership Award

Time Magazine - 100 Most
Influential (Multiple years)

Order of Merit of the UAE Special

Mention

Breath of Life Award

1st Philip Kotler Award -
Reconfirmed Listing

UNESCO Peace Honour (Special
Mention Category)

Champions of Yoga Global
Recognition

UNEP

South Korea

Kotler Foundation

PNG

United States

CERAWeek

TIME

UAE

WHO-supported forums

Kotler Foundation

UNESCO-linked
institutions

International Yoga
Federation

2018

2018

2019

2023

2020

2021

2015, 2020, 2021

2020

2024

2019

2019

2021

Highest Environment Award

International Peace Prize

Leadership Award

State Honour

Military Leadership Honour

Energy Leadership Award

Recognition

State Honour

Public Health Recognition

Branding & Leadership

Cultural Leadership

Cultural Honour



25

26

27

28

UN Vesak Day Global Leadership
Honour

Order of Abu Dhabi Special

Recognition

Gandhi Peace Honour (Special
Citation)

SCO Peace & Stability
Leadership Citation

Buddhist Community
(UN Vesak)

UAE

Global Organisations

Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation

2017

2019

2018

2020

Cultural Peace Award

Bilateral Friendship Award

Peace Leadership

Recognition

Regional Leadership Honour



LIST OF 15 FOREIGN CIVILIAN HONOURS - ye aa

skte hai match the column me

No. Award / Honour Country Year
1 Order of the Druk Gyalpo Bhutan 2024
2 The Great Honour Nishan of Ethiopia Ethiopia 2025
3 Order of the Nile Egypt 2023
4 Grand Companion of the Order of Fiji Fiji 2023
5 Companion of the Order of Logohu Papua New Guinea 2023
6 Order of St. Andrew the Apostle Russia 2019
7 Order of the Distinguished Rule of I1zzuddin Maldives 2019
8 Order of Zayed UAE 2019
9 Order of King Abdulaziz Al Saud Saudi Arabia 2016
10 Order of Friendship Russia 2015
11 Order of the Republic Palestine 2018
12 Order of Abu Dhabi (Special State Honour) UAE 2019
13 Bahrain Order — King Hamad Order of the Renaissance Bahrain 2019
14 Legion of Merit (U.S. Government) USA 2020
15 Decoration of the Republic of Serbia (Medal of the Republic of Serbia) Serbia 2023



* Q. Consider the following statements regarding India—Ethiopia relations:
Ethiopia has conferred its highest civilian award on the Prime Minister of India.

- TN A YR & YU &1 ST i ARG JHH U fharg |

India and Ethiopia have elevated their bilateral ties to a strategic partnership.

YR 3R ST 3 o fguefa Teieh &1 xorifas iRt & ufkafda fear g
Ethiopia is located in the Horn of Africa region.

. SRRNTOET 3pihT & BT+ &7 1 RIT B

* Which of the statements are correct?
HYl H I BI-H A1 82

* A.1and2only
A. Had 1 3R 2

e B.1and 3 only
B. hddl 1 3R 3

e C.2and 3 only
C. had 2 3R 3

D.1,2and 3
1,2 3

D.
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Rupee breaches 91
level, turns weakest
Asian currency in 25

With India’s growth strong and inflation contained, policymakers may be

‘comfortable’ allowing some depreciation, currency experts opined

MUMBAI

he rupee on Tues-
T day breached one

more  psychologi-
cal mark by depreciating
beyond 91 to 91,14 on the
spot market against the
U.S, dollar during Intraday
trade, making it one of the
weakest major currencies
globally this vear and the
weakest in Asia in 2025,

But it gained a bit during
the day to close at 90,93 as
compared with it's pre-
vious close of 90.78, down
nearly 16 paise, a fresh all
time low.

Anindya Banerjee, Head
Currency and Commodity
Research, Kotak Securities,
said the pressure on the
currency is being driven by
three key factors: senti-
ment, capital flows, and
the global macro back-
drop. “The uncertainty
around the pending India-
US. trade deal and the
broader trade-war environ-
ment is weighing on mar-
kets. From a flows perspec-
tive, foreign portfolio
investors have pulled out
close to $2.7 billion in the
first two weeks of Decem-
ber alone, already among
the largest monthly out-
flows this year, with the
month still unfinished,” he
said.

He said globally rising
U.S. bond ylelds and ex-
pectations of a Bank of Ja-
pan rate hike have trig-

Currency cauldron: Uncertainty around the indla-U.S. trade deal
and the trade-war environment is weighing on markets, REUTERS

gered an unwinding of the
yen carry trade.

“This has led to risk
aversion across equities,
credit, crypto, and some
commodities, adding spec-
ulative pressure on emerg-
ing-market currencies, in-
cluding the rupee” he
added. Stating that the ru-
pee may head towards 92,
he said, RBI's relatively li-
mited intervention so far
appeared deliberate.

“With India’s growth
strong and inflation con-
tained, policymakers may
be comfortable allowing
some currency deprecia-
tion, especially in a global
trade-war  environment
where a weaker currency
can support export com-
petitiveness,” he sakd.

“And on a day when the
rupee has reached 91, 1
think it is important to also
flag that we have been ex-
pecting [it] for a while, but
not wide depreciation,
And there are strategic and
tactical decisions involved
Iin the rupee” said Neel

kanth Mishra, Chief Econo-
mist of Axis Bank, Head of
Global Research at Axis
Capital, and part time
member at the Prime Mi-
nister’s Economic Adviso-
ry Council (PMEAC).

“I think the RBI is letting
the currency move around
a bit. It’s not a bad idea. We
will have to see at what le
vel they [would say] in the
three-to-sixmonth basis,
more than this volatility is
not allowed. | think the
mistake was in pegging it
[rupee to §] at 83. Those
past sins are still haunting
us,” he emphasised.

In a note, Finrex Treasu-
ry Advisors said the rupee
made a new lifetime low as
dollar buying continued
with news that U.S, Presi-
dent Donald Trump had
not agreed to the new pro-
posals as he wanted agri
and its products to be in-

cluded in the proposal
which India had not

to.
(With inputs from Asho-
kamithran T)




1) Rupee breached the 91 mark, becoming Asia’s weakest currency in 2025

The rupee depreciated intraday to 91.14 per dollar, making it the weakest major Asian currency of 2025.

JUAT SIoiR b HPEA sgl-3 H 91.14 A TRy, (503 Ig 2025 &1 FJGH BHIR TRIATS THH Hel 94 T

It later closed slightly stronger at 90.93.
IE gIq H 18T AHAPR 90.93 WR €< g3l

2) Factors driving the depreciation
Currency experts attributed the fall to sentiment, capital outflows, and a global macro slowdown.

o1 fadlszil A fiRae & ®RUT & ®U § Ace, Bficd 3Tl 3R dfead Hep! TIS3H &I aar|

Uncertainty around the pending India-U.S. trade deal added pressure.

difdd YRA-3mMf3chT ATUR JHeita &t ifAfeaddr A sifafed gara STaTl

Foreign portfolio investors pulled out nearly $2.7 billion in December alone.

bad fehar A faceit giEwifaar fAdere! 3 @ 2.7 fafdaq siak A |



3) Global triggers affecting the rupee

Rising U.S. bond yields and expectations of a Bank of Japan rate hike caused unwinding of the yen carry

trade.

3IMfIH! g1 Ates ga 3R b 36 FTUH B T FGIast Bl I 7 A9 B3 28 B e B 517 &)

This created risk aversion across equities, crypto, and commodities.

30 sfaadt, fire 3k BrifEcts & sifEm @ wama &t ygfd gt

Emerging market currencies, including the rupee, saw speculative pressure.

IR referazenait &t qeraf, f5d Suan i enfie 8, 9 AgT gara 93l

4) RBI's limited intervention looks deliberate
Experts noted that the RBI is letting the rupee weaken moderately.

faorssit A et fib RBI 39T &) Hifid 9 A BHSIR 811 ¢ W2l

India’s strong growth and contained inflation allow comfort for mild depreciation.

WRd &I Hatgd gfg 3R (ifFa wems Hifia fiae &t 3rafa Sdt 21

A slightly weaker currency can support export competitiveness.

g1 BHSIR 39T fFafa wfawaef &) g1 Jaar g1
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Q. Consider the following statements regarding the recent depreciation of the
Indian rupee:

Rising U.S. bond yields contributed to capital outflows from India.
1.09eeR WBE 5l S I& 3hdle o X HesSU HUES IRBIHCF FIgE
2.A weaker?upee can improve India’s export competitiveness.

3.3 Wk HTEUdhdle S eHIAF s F] 95 SAUIGS odul

4.RBIl intervened heavily in the forex market to prevent the rupee from
weakening.

S.RBI SSE I T - 1 UBIE 5 SFIHT ITFWREUUD OF F I%
Which of the statements are correct?

SHALEE oF ¢ TN

A.1and? onIy

A.SSAITST> oA

B.2 and 3 only

B.SI 21> ¥cC

C.1and 3 only

C.saIST> ¥

D.1,2and3

D.1,23 ¥C




Homebound shortlisted for Oscars

Express News Service
Mumbai, December 16

HOMEBOUND, DIRECTED by
Neeraj Ghaywan, was on Tues-
day shortlisted for the Best In-
ternational Feature Film Award
at the 98th Academy Awards.
Expressingjoy overitsselec-
tion and congratulating Ghay-
wan, Karan Johar, producer of
Homebound, wrote on social
media: “We made the shortlist.
way to go team Homebound.”
The 15 films, which were
shortlisted and will advance to
the next round of voting in the
International Feature Film cat-
egory for the 98th Academy
Awards, include Argentina’s
Belén, Brazil's The Secret Agent,
France's It WasJust an Accident,

. |

A still from the film

Germany's Sound of Falling,
Iraq's The President’s Cake, Ja-
pan's Kokuho, Jordan's All
That’s Left of You, Norway's
Sentimental Value, Palestine's
Palestine 36, South Korea's No
Other Choice, Spain's Sirdt, Swit-

zerland's Late Shift, Taiwan's
Left-Handed Girl and Tunisia's
The Voice of Hind Rajab.
Afterits premiere under the
Un Certain Regard section of
the Cannes Film Festival earlier
this year, Homebound went on
to enjoy global acclaim, apart
from being selected as India's
official entry for the Oscars.
Written and directed by
Ghaywan, the film which isin-
spired by a true incident, re-
volves around childhood
friends Shoaib (Ishaan Khatter)
and Chandan (Vishal Jethwa).
Apart from their deep bond,
they share a dream of joining
the police force and leading a
better life. However, as they
inch closer to their dream,
mounting desperation and cir-

cumstances threatens the bond
that holds them together.

Homebound, which won
the second runner-upinthe In-
ternational People’s Choice
Awards atthe Toronto Interna-
tional Film Festival (TIFF), has
Oscar winner Martin Scorsese
as its executive producer.

The Academy of Motion
Picture Arts and Sciences on
Tuesday announced shortlists
in12 categories, including Ani-
mated Short Film, Casting, Cin-
ematography, Documentary
Feature Film, Documentary
Short Film, International Fea-
ture Film, Live Action Short
Film, Makeup and Hairstyling,
Music (Original Score), Music
(Original Song), Sound and
Visual Effects.

epaper.indiant




1) India’s film Homebound shortlisted for Oscars

Homebound, directed by Neeraj Ghaywan, has been shortlisted for Best International Feature Film at the
98th Academy Awards.

Rt arrae gRI fAdferd ginerds & 989 3Hih: Jaisd A IIIS ARSI Bk foen & fag 2iiéfae fasar man
{

Producer Karan Johar expressed joy and congratulated the team.

fAmfar ot SiteR A et raa &t 3k e &Y aeng

2) 15 films shortlisted globally

A total of 15 films advanced to the next round of Oscar voting.

Bt 15 flseHl Y 3B HAQH & ATT@ GR & fag g1 T 2|

The shortlisted films include entries from Argentina, Brazil, France, Germany, Iraq, Japan, Jordan, Norway,
Palestine, South Korea, Spain, Switzerland, Taiwan, and Tunisia.
f@icaRas, arga 3R eAMRIAT B fioed e &1



4) Recognition and global acclaim

The film premiered in the Un Certain Regard category at the Cannes Film Festival.

g fioer B foer BiEad & 37 FS7 A8 e[ | yeferd g% ot

It won second runner-up at the Toronto International People's Choice Awards.

A SREI §eRANAN UTUeT TTgd 3als A GERT IAR-379 (A SldTl

Oscar-winner Martin Scorsese is the film's executive producer.

3HTepe faatar Aifeé wpidat g4 e & BrieR! fARTdT 21

5) Academy’s announcement

The Academy announced shortlistings in 12 categories, including:

3iT&RR 3rpIeHT A 12 AforaY 7 oféfae 6t agon &Y, 537 2nfia &

Animated Short Film, Casting, Cinematography, Documentary Feature Film, Documentary Short Film,
International Feature Film, Live Action Short Film, Makeup & Hairstyling, Music (Original Score), Music
(Original Song), Sound, and Visual Effects.

ufAAes Qe fiser, wifeT, fGAnemTd!, sTagHel Biar fihed, STaRIAE ITE fihed, $evAMd Bk e, Agd
TR 207E fthed, b3y a RIS, ”IfFies (3MRISe @oR), =fie (3RSt at-), ar3s 3k fagiare
Fohaed|



Stage Who Votes? Requirement

Highest average scores

Shortlist (Top 15) ~1,000 IFFC members .
(no minimum marks)
Nomination (Top 5) Speua.l nomination Top 5 ranI.<ed by.
committee preferential voting
Winner Full Academy votes Majority of first-

preference votes

——y /




(Shortlist system began only in 2008. Before that, films were directly nominated/ rejected.)

v/ Only 2 Indian films have ever made it to the Oscar Shortlist (Top 15):

Year Film Language Status @)

2018 Village Rockstars Assamese In Top 15, but NOT nominated

2021 Writing With Fire Hindi Shortlisted (Top 15) = Then Nominated
(Documentary Feature) (Top 5)*

€ Notes:

e "Writing With Fire"” is a documentary, not India’s official entry, but it reached Top 15 and Top 5.

e Very few Indian entries have reached the shortlist.

&4 For Best International Feature Film — NO Indian movie has reached Top 15 since shortlist system

began.



Only 3 Indian films in history have ever reached the Top 5 Oscar Nominations:

Year Film Category

1958 Mother India (Mehboob Best Foreign Language
Khan) Film

1989 Salaam Bombay! (Mira Best Foreign Language
Nair) Film

2002 Lagaan (Ashutosh Best Foreign Language
Gowariker) Film

&J These 3 films reached the Top 5 (Final Oscar nominations).

&d After 2002, no Indian film has reached the Top 5 in this category.

Result

Nominated (Top 5) — Lost by 1
vote

Nominated (Top 5)

Nominated (Top 5)



Exam

SSC CGL 2024

SSC CHSL 2024

IBPS PO 2024

Question

Oscars are presented by
which organisation?

TIFF festival takes place in
which country?

Cannes Film Festival is held
in which country?

Answer

AMPAS (Academy of
Motion Picture Arts &
Sciences)

Canada

France




Consider the following statements regarding the Indian film Homebound:

\

It has been shortlisted for the Best International Feature Film at the 98th Academy Awards.
1.¥g A0 W 355958 85 haK Tt Dt Al 0 SS3IS COsPtla I VKT U
2.The film premiered in the Un Certain Regard section at Cannes.
3994 0 S5 S5 3/e7 Ao 5 GR § WIS € B3
4.The film is produced and directed by Martin Scorsese.
S50 0 TS \WOGEs [TEEPRE T8 SFFE T U
Which of the statements are correct?
SATHE'S oF ¢l UH
A.1and 2 only
A.SsolI S8 o
.2 and 3 only
LSS AT C©
.1and 3 only




talian cuisine
necomes the world’s
first national cuisine
recognised by

$3¢
M UNESCO




1) Italian cuisine becomes the world’s first national cuisine recognised by UNESCO
Italian cuisine has been added to UNESCO's Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity list.

ST T Y FAWD! @Y 3T TRpidd eRIgR 6 ot & enfie fdam mm 2|

This is the first time an entire national cuisine has received this status.

IE Ugd! R & o faodit R I &t Y 98 &t fAet &1

2) UNESCO recognition highlights food as a living cultural practice

UNESCO emphasised that Italian cuisine is rooted in everyday life, community, and generational

knowledge.

JAWB! A AR & Serfciad &S ofid Sita, TG 3R UiehTd A | T&RIE 3 JeT &l

Rather than a single dish, the entire culinary system has been recognised.

fasait gas f32r & 95T R UTdh-dF &l HI=IAT &l T8 &




3) Decision taken during UNESCO Intergovernmental Committee meeting
The recognition was approved in the 20th session held in New Delhi.

7% oot A 3mAfaid 209 I3 B Ig HI=IaT Wildhd & TS|

The designation acknowledges Italy’s cooking traditions, farming practices, seasonal recipes, and shared

meals.

g HIRIAT Sl bl Ut TRURT3, BT wensfl, it gmarmy 3k Ingfgd Wis U1l & WBR &Rl 2|

UNESCO described Italian cuisine as a cultural expression, not a ceremonial or elite tradition.

YAXB! A Felfead &S B Uh JRbidd iafad gara, 7 fas &1 sitgaiRe ar sifisia gRuRT

4) Significance for global food culture
The listing redefines how food shapes identity, social life, and regional culture.

g il gdrdl & i WIS fd UdR 9gamH, IHIfeid Sia- 3R &A1 TXpid Bf 3MHR SaT &

Italian cuisine is recognised for collective culinary knowledge, not for a dish like pizza or pasta alone.

selfoia @S B fasan-urar st fSeif & fae =g, afess amfed uie J9 & fae "=rar At 81



UNESCOQO's Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) protects traditions, expressions, practices, rituals, and

knowledge systems.

AT DI I TRBdd SRIER GIGRISN, IR, Te137, TSB! 317 T JUMiciet dof JREm &t &

ICH list is maintained by UNESCOQ's Intergovernmental Committee.

g et TP B SR -IReBIR AT gRT e 21

India has several ICH entries (e.g., Yoga, Kumbh Mela, Ramlila, Chhau, Kalbelia).

YR %l g WIS 3 JT A & (S T, B9 AT, I, B, BIAdicran) |

This is the first time a national cuisine has been recognised, not a single food item.

IE Ugdil 9R & o fopat I &= oht, 7 o fopt fadly fEor &Y, wr=ydr faet



Exam

UPSC Prelims

UPSC Prelims

UPSC Prelims

UPSC Mains GS-1

Year

2024

2023

2024

2023

Question Theme

What is included under
UNESCO’s Intangible
Cultural Heritage?

Difference between
tangible & intangible
heritage

Which UNESCO
committee handles ICH?

Role of cultural heritage
in identity formation

Correct Answer

Cultural practices,
knowledge, traditions

Tangible = physical;
Intangible = traditions

Intergovernmental
Committee

Analytical



* Consider the following statements regarding UNESCO'’s
recognition of Italian cuisine:

Italian cuisine became the first national cuisine to be inscribed on
UNESCO’s Intangible Cultural Heritage list.

* TEHITS 0 FS TSR 5F TR ToAE FVFFS 2 TBIEIG qoxond SHerT UBTS
FETIE ORISR0 S 0%

* The inscription recognises Italy’s full culinary system, not a single
dish.

» IURHCPE G555 HC 5507 HESITSIEHES ©d 5 9F ¢ Hol

* The decision was taken at the 20th session of UNESCO held in
Rome.

. W@.{QTEEEFE@E WFW@O@QWW
 Which of the statements are correct?

SH-¢F ®° ¢ URUN

* A.1and?2only

A. $§§IEF 13> %2

* B.2and 3 only '
B. §§§I€f2 > Y3

e C.1and 3 only

C.3HTLF ©3 /

* D.1,2and3

D.1,27 ¥3 P 4




India Nears 100% Rail
Electrification



* Indian Railways is close to completing the electrification of almost its entire broad-gauge network, with
more than 99% already electrified, underlining India's rapid push toward sustainable, low-emission transport
systems.

* Emission Reduction & Energy Efficiency: Near-total electrification has led to reduced diesel
consumption, lower emissions, supporting Indian Railways’ goal of becoming a net-zero carbon
emitter.

* Indian Railways aims to achieve net-zero by 2030, one of the earliest targets globally for a national
railway system.

* Indian Railways is one of the largest electricity consumers in India, and a shift to electrification
allows integration with renewable energy sources.



* Global Significance: India's 99.2%
electrification of its broad-gauge network
across 25 states surpasses several
advanced economies that still rely on
diesel.

* The electrified route kilometres
(RKM) added between 2019-2025
equals Germany's total rail
network, showcasing India’s global
leadership in green transport
infrastructure.

o €
a [


http://drishtiias.com/images/uploads/1765871248_Rail%20Electrification.webp

Word of the day

Comport:

behave well or properly; behave in a certain
manner; show a certain behaviour

Synonyms: acquit, act, bear, behave, carry,
conduct, deport, do

Usa g€ He comported himself with dignity.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/comportpro

International Phonetic
Alpha bet: /kempa:()t/
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