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“Short-term pain is the price of
long-term freedom.”
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South’s share of seats will not be
cut, PM and Shah tell Lok Sabha
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South’s share of seats will not be
cut, PM and Shah tell Lok Sabha

Home Minister slams those ‘spreading misconceptions’; he says LS seats of South will rise from 129 to 195, and reassures

TN. that its ‘power is increasing’; Priyanka says if the Constitution Amendment Bill is passed, ‘democracy will be finished

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

rime Minister Na-
Prendra Modi and
Union Home Minis-

ter Amit Shah on Thursday
told the Lok Sabha that the
Bills to amend the wo-
men’s reservation law and
carry out a fresh delimita-
tion exercise will keep cur-
rent proportional repre-
sentation of southern
States intact while increas-
ing the absolute number of
seats for each State approx-
imately by 50%.

While the Prime Minis-
ter gave an assurance that
the proportional distribu-
tion of seats among States
will be maintained, it was
the Home Minister who
gave a detailed scenario for
each southern State after
the three Bills become law.

The debate followed the
introduction of three Bills:
the Constitution (131st
Amendment) Bill, 2026, to
enable implementation of
the women's reservation
by the 2029 Lok Sabha
polis; the Delimitation Bill,
2026, to readjust parlia-
mentary and Assembly
constituencies through a
Delimitation Commission;

QQ \ narrative is

being spread

that representation of
southern States will

go down in the

- Lok Sabha... their

9\"' strength will
o\, infact
2o up

AMIT SHAH

Union
Home
Minister

and the Union Territories
Laws (Amendment) Bill,
2026, to extend the reser-
vation to the legislatures of
Delhi, Puducherry, and
Jammu & Kashmir.

Mr. Shah said that as the
Minister piloting the Bill,
he was placing this inter-
pretation before the House
officially. “T understand my
responsibility. Those who
are spreading misconcep-
tions perhaps do not un-
derstand,” he said.

Shah’s illustration

The Minister showed how
the representation of the
southern States would not
go down. The Lok Sabha
will have 816 seats after de-

Proposed figures

The table shows the estimated number of seats for southern
States as announced by Union Home Minister Amit Shah

New

R current ’i""" increase | SatE(as

Senls (approx.) mm
Kamataka 28 5.15% 42 5.14%
‘AndhraPradesh| 25 | 460% | 38 4.65%
Telangana | 17 | 3a3% | 26 | 3w
TamilNadu | 39 | 718% | 59 7.23%
Kerala 20 3.68% 30 3.67%
Total 129 23.76% J 195 23.8T%

limitation. He said thatina  the people of the State that

House of existing 543
members, Karnataka has
28 seats, or 5.15% of MPs.
After the Bill is passed, Kar-
nataka’s share will become
42, and its percentage of
seats in a Lok Sabha of 816
members will be 5.14%.
Andhra Pradesh, with its
25 seats (4.60%), will have
38 MPs (4.65%). Likewise,
Telangana’s 17 seats (3.13%)
will become 26 (3.18%),
Kerala’s 20 seats (3.68%)
will touch 30 (3.67%), and
Tamil Nadu's 39 seats
(7.18%) will become 59
(7.23%). Mr. Shah said ma-
ny MPs from Tamil Nadu
have come wearing black
clothes, but he reassured

“your power is not de-
creasing, it is increasing.”

He said the number of
Lok Sabha seats in the five
southern States will go up
from the existing 129 to
195, with the percentage
share increasing from
23.76 % to 23.87%.

Participating in the de-
bate, Congress leader Pri-
yanka Gandhi Vadra
slammed the delimitation
and said that “if the Consti-
tution Amendment Bill is
passed in Parliament, de-
mocracy will be finished in
India.”

Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav, while ex-
pressing support for wo-

men’s reservation law, said
it should be implemented
only after the ongoing Cen-
sus is complete.

The Home Minister said
he would give his detailed
reply in the Lok Sabha on
Friday.

“1 will explain, provided
they sit to listen and do not
walk out. I will explain it
with such simplicity that
even a child in KG (kinder-
garten) would under-
stand,” Mr. Shah said. The
government will need the
support from parties out-
side the National Demo-
cratic Alliance to pass the
Constitution Amendment
Bill since it requires two-
thirds majority. In the cur-
rent Lok Sabha strength of
540 members, the govern-
ment needs the support of
360 members but is falling
short by over 60 MPs,

Responding to Ms. Va-
dra’s accusation that the
government will put its
own people in the Delimi-
tation Commission, he
said: “We have not made
any changes to the Delimi-
tation Commission Act. We
have repeated your Delimi-
tation Commission Act
down to the full stops and
commas.”
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Kerala botanist wins
WWEF award for app

The Hindu Bureau
MALAPPURAM

A botany researcher who
developed an Al-powered
mobile application to iden-
tify invasive plant species
in Kerala has been award-
ed the WWF (World Wide
Fund for Nature) National
Award.

N. Alim Yusuf, a re-
searcher at the Malabar
Botanical Garden and Insti-
tute for Plant Sciences
(MBGIPS), Olavanna, Koz-
hikode, received the ho-
nour for his innovative ap-
plication  capable of
identifying nearly 100 inva-
sive plant species recorded
in Kerala.

He was presented the
award at the National
ECHO Youth Innovation
Summit 2026, held as part
of the International Youth

Biodiversity Conference in
Telangana. As part of the
recognition, he will also re-
ceive a seed grant of 1.5
lakh from the WWF to
further develop and scale
his project. His applica-
tion, Neophyte ID, was ear-
lier launched at the Kerala
Science Congress held in
Kochi in February this
year.

Powered by the ad-
vanced machine learning
model YOLOVI1, the app al-
lows wusers to identify
whether a plant is invasive
simply by capturing its im-
age.

Available in both Ma-
layalam and English, it also
integrates geospatial track-
ing to map the spread of in-
vasive species, offering va-
luable data for researchers
and the Forest
department.



Kerala botanist N. Alim Yusuf won the WWF National Award for developing an Al app
to identify invasive plant species.

B b AT . AT YW Bl 3AThTHE YTy YSTIfadl bl Tgel P aiel AL YU b feig
WWF I [REBR AT

The app Neophyte ID can identify nearly 100 invasive plant species recorded in

Kerala using Al and machine learning.

7 fAaTw1ge ID Al 31R 72 oTfAT &1 3U—NT b et H ot oI 100 31TShTHS UTeH WAt da) o)

UgdT bR bl el

Award presented at National ECHO Youth Innovation Summit 2026, held at the
International Youth Biodiversity Conference in Telangana.

REPR A ECHO AT FITIR FIRER R 2026 H T fosar T, S e =1 A siarisira gar
Sl fafaudar I=ed & SR AfSid ol

The app uses YOLOv11, an advanced machine learning model, for real-time image-
based plant identification.

VY R fdd IHY Bfd-3murid Uga™ & fdv 3=7d ML ATsd YOLOV11 67 39T &dT 2

App also integrates geospatial tracking to map spread of invasive species — useful for

Forest Department and researchers.

0§ forferaet 2fdbim vt & ST g faamT 31R 2Mrerepafait o feiy 31mshTHe USTTfaa o TR Y HY Bt
H



Invasive plant species are plants that are not originally from a region but have spread
there and cause harm to the local ecosystem, biodiversity, and agriculture.

TeATH Ty FoTTfaaT o GYer & it faseft & o Hot At 7&Y € eifcs el thet 0 & 3R Terria
uTRfERIfaeRY, Sta fafaerar 3tk $f B Jeam ugard €|

Identifying these species early is very important to control their spread — but it is
difficult without expert knowledge.

&7 ST bl 2T U 37 SR I fHAf3d 3 & (e agd Siedl & — Afeb Qv 1 & fe T a8
BfSTEI

Neophyte ID solves this by letting any user simply photograph a plant and the Al

identifies whether it is invasive — no botanical expertise needed.

fAAT®Ige ID 8 TR F4TdT € — IS Wi 3uAIhRal Ure &l il @i 3R Al 9TV fds a8 31TehTHD & a1
TE — T fasr B faQresrar Siedt 78 |

The app also maps where invasive species are spreading using GPS data, helping
authorities plan control measures.

U9 GPS 921 & g it 39 oelT & b 31mepTHes Totiforal el thet 261 &, oy rfaieTiRa &1 fAd=ror 3urg
ISTAT g1 H A fAdd 2 |

It is available in Malayalam and English — making it accessible to local communities
in Kerala.

g HAATAH 3R IS H 3T § — PRl Dl WA FHEAN &b fed g e |



Invasive species are one of the top five drivers of global biodiversity loss according to
IPBES (Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem
Services).

IPBES & 3R 3MThTHeb FoTTfaar dfdes wid fafaear g1fd & i uTa sRoi § J va €|

India is a signatory to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) which mandates

control of invasive species.
YRd Sifdes fafarerdar uv 3thiama (CBD) &7 g¥d1&Rebd| @ S11 3TshTHD YSTIiad] & (=0T &7 3Tl &dT
gl

The Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (2022) set targets including
Target 6 specifically on invasive alien species.

FAATT-Hif~gder dfeads Sta fafdear erem (2022) ¥ @87 6 fadly Bu A b feeht yomfaal w2




Ageratum howstonianum Mill

Lamtamer camwra L.

Mikaoriar micrantha Kunth Tithonia diversifolia (Hemsl) A, Gray Parthenium hysterophorus |



LANTANA CAMARA (laniana)
Notve of South America, it was Introduced In
India as o decorative shrub in 1809

ﬁ Nilgiri Blosphere Reserve (Tomil
Nadu, Karnatuka and Kerola), Ceatval
MIKANIA MICRANTHA (bifterwing) - Indion Highlands, Himalayon foolhilis

One of 1he most invaded plant in the -
Pucific and Asian countries, it wos
introducad in India around World War-l
ﬁ Manas and Kazironga (Assam)
national parks, Vobmiki Tiger Reserve
(Bihar) and Kerolo. Early-stage invasion

SENNA TORA (sickle senm)

An invasive weed native of South
America, its infroduction info Indio
is unknown

Central India and Himaloyan foothills N2 i ﬁ iska (Rojosthan) and
Amarabad (Telangona) figer
reserves and Bandhavgarh Nafionol
MIMOSA DIPLOTRICHA Purk (Modhya Pradesh)
(ot sersifive planf) :
N fo Ganra ond South SILENT
AR ool o datien PROSOPIS JULIFLORA
. INVADERS (resaure
”Mmmmwmm Nosive 10 Mexico ond South
(Assam) nationol The 11 high-concern invasive America, it wos infvoduced
parks, Valmiki Tiger Reserve : species hove already ottacked inIndia in 1887
O vosion i et e 5 0RO RN ey B vateh, o, Arova,
systems. They are most 5 Eorm Dnu:n Ploteau.
XANTHIUM STRUMARIUM prolific in fragmented and Iy-stoge invasion in lower
{common cockiabur) deciduous ecosystems and Himolayas, Northeastem hills
mdm of Nt')r':l :;'berm are least prevalent in areas
Argentino, the piant is with extreme climate and less
Sotgesen oo pesss A
e oot
), igenous
Nogorjun Sagar Srisailom ﬁ ™ fo Cenfrol America, it
(Andhra Prodesh) and Invosion hotspat . " was Introduced in the
Sathya-mangalom N % ghare of noturol oreas invaded ¥ subcontinent In 1950s
(Tamil Nadu) figer reserves - j ﬁ Himalayas, Westermn
Ghots and Northeast.
MESOSPHAERUM SUAVEOLENS Early-stoge invasion in dry
{pignut) forests of Centval indlo
A herbocacus plont native fo the
South Amesica and West Indies, its
introduction info India is upknown AGERATUM CONYZOIDES

(goal weed)

" Aflower bearing plant nofive fo
' wopicol America and known to exist

P inIndio before 1882

ﬁ Pench, Melghat and Todoba
Andharl tiger reserves In Centrol India,
Early-stage invasion in Himoloyon foothilis

Himaloyan foothilis, Teroi and
CHROMOLAENA ODORATA (siom weed) il N
Balonging o the sunfiowe formily, Mis e Pt latonion bupavt iokect -
South Americon shrub was infroduced in india T
A inthe 18405 | o o Q:onm )m'smvomonw
Bandipur National Pork and Nogarhole S i e A poisonous weed inlraduced in India in
Tiger Reserve in Karnataka, Manas National sosoaran priortes of plat iwasions 1954 a5 contaminants in imporied wheat

Park (Assam), Mudumalai Tiger Reserve (Tamil
Nadu). Early-stage imvosion in Himalayan
foothills, Central Indian highlands

n ese’, publathed e ool of Agpiied
Ecokogy on Mgt 16,2023

& Agro-paskoral regions, olong with
riverbanks, roadsides, onimal trails




*Invasive species like Lantana camara, Mikania
micrantha, Water Hyacinth have been harming
India's ecosystems for decades.

3TShIAS FSATAT g2l & R & ITRIEAfahr o
Pl HAT IgaT T ¢

Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) adopted
at Rio Earth Summit 1992 — India ratified it in 1994.

SifdF Rferar w affgaa (CBD) RAt gedt Aaw
FFAAA 1992 H HYART AT — AR o 1994 H

SHHT ST T

*Biological Diversity Act, 2002 enacted in India to '
Implement CBD obligations.

-CBD &1ficdl_&hl o] &ial & Tt 9RaT & sifas /
fafaerar sfaf@ge, 2002 gam=@T =T
P 4




+ Major Invasive Species in India | WRd ¥ Y& 3119 Fotifaar:

 Lantana camara — invades forests, toxic to livestock / @t 43 31TspH0T, G[37f &
forg faarer

» Eichhornia crassipes (Water Hyacinth |/ Sieigt) — chokes water bodies | el
el @Y 3958 Bl 8

» Mikania micrantha (Mile-a-minute weed) — smothers native vegetation / J&

A P 2Tl &
» Prosopis juliflora (Vilayati Babool) — invades grasslands [ 9719 & HeHI WY
HThHUT
« Biodiversity Hotspots in India | WRa ¥ Sta fafderar giexaie:
« Western Ghats [ gfegHt 512
« Eastern Himalayas [ qdf favmera
 Indo-Burma region / $8)-anf &ld:3
+ Sundaland (Andaman & Nicobar) [ ggTeis (379 3R FA@ER)
« Key Organisations | &3 |754:
« WWEF: World Wide Fund for Nature; HQ Gland, Switzerland; founded 1961

« JUCN: International Union for Conservation of Nature; maintains Red List;
HQ Gland, Switzerland

« IPBES: Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and
Ecosystem Services; "IPCC of biodiversity"

« CBD Secretariat: Montreal, Canada
« Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (2022) Key Targets:
» 30x30 Target: Protect 30% of land and ocean by 2030

« Target 6: Reduce invasive alien species introduction by 50% by 2030
» Target 2: Restore 30% of degraded ecosystems by 2030



* Consider the following statements about the Neophyte ID app and
related concepts: fAITHTEE ID VT 31X Fafdra sraenvomsit & TR &
i@ Fyal R R F:

* Neophyte ID was developed by a researcher at the Malabar Botanical
Garden and Institute for Plant Sciences, Kozhikode. fJAThISE ID T

HITSTRIS & AT SIC oAehel IMSeT 3R SEETYC BN Tolle AISHST &

* The app uses the YOLOv11 machine learning model and can identify
nearly 100 invasive plant species recorded in Kerala. U9 YOLOv11 ML
H‘EH%{WW%}??{&»M H EoT SIETeHET 100 3TShIH 916y
Ul hT Ug<Te] vl GhdT ¢ |

* The WWF (World Wide Fund for Ngture) isa Urjte\d Nations body
headquartered in Geneva. WWF (deS dIgs ths IR 1) IEGEINEIG]
Teh I S AR B

* The Biological Diversity Act, 2002 established the National
Biodiversity Authority with its headquarters in Chennai. Sifae afgerdar
afFTH, 2002 A TSET Sig TATIerdar ITfEeRoT T TATIAT doels &
AT & T T |

* Which of the above statements are correct? (a) 1, 2 and 4 only (b) 1
and 2only(c)2,3and4only(d)1,2,3and4




e What has India
demonstrated?

INDIAHAS SHOWN that quantum key
distribution (QKD) can be deployed
overanetwork spanning 1,000 kmby
stitching togethermultiple shorter
links. Each segment uses quantum
principles to exchange encryption keys
securely, while intermediate nodes
connect these segments. The achieve-
ment lies in integrating these links into
a functioning network using domestic
technologywithin a short timeframe,
Quantum communications is seen
as the next layer of secure communica-
tions as it can detect eavesdropping
inreal time. The 1,000-km scale
signals progress from laboratory
demonstrations to field deployment,
Itindicates that India has moved
beyond point-to-point experiments to
building a larger, operational network,
which is essential for eventual real-
world use insectors such as defence,
finance and critical infrastructure.

e How it differs
from current
internet security

THE INTERNET RELIES on public-key
cryptography, including systems such
as RSA encryption, where messages are
encrypted using keys that are difficult
to break. However, these systems
assume that current computing limits
will hold.Anadversary can store
encrypted data today and attempt to
decrypt it later as computing power
improves, Quantum communication
addresses this by enabling key
exchange mechanismswhereany
interception attempt alters the signal
and is immediately detectable.

SECURE DATA
TRANSMISSION

Why India’s 1,000-km quantum

.l—JJ.Lt/ B T U S S S

network is groundbreaking

India’s recent demonstration of a 1,000-km quantum

communication network using indigenous technology SECURE
marks a step forward under the National Quantum COMMUNICATIONS
Mission. Rishi Raj explains why this is a big move TIEDTO NATIONAL
towards ultra-secure communications SECURITY
AND DATA
SOVEREIGNTY
® So,is communication now hack-proof? | 2,000-km |
NO. QUANTUM COMMUNICATION foronward transmission. These nodes NETWO
secures the key exchange process, not must be trusted and secured through RK
the entire system. In practice, the conventional means such as physical WITHIN
communication network still refies on protection and hardware safeguards. Ifa 8YEARS ISTHE
intermediate nodes where quantum node is compromised, the system can still NEXTTARGET

signals are converted into classical form

bevulnerable.

epapet.llnancdalexprea;con‘. .

e Whyis therea
1,000-km limit?

THE LIMITATION IS due to the behaviour
of optical fibre networks. Quantum
signals, carried as photons, degrade over
distance due to losses and dispersion.
Unlike classical signals, they cannot be
amplified using standard repeaters
without destroying their quantum
properties. Long distances thus require
breaking the network into shorter
segments, each connected by trusted
nodes. The 1,000-km figure reflects
how farsuch a segmented system has
been engineered to operate refiably.

e Can this distance
be extended?

IN THEORY, YES, by adding more nodes.
In practice, this creates trade-offs. Each
additional node increases the number
of points that must be secured, raising
what engineers call a trust explosion
problem. System performance also
declines as latency increases and key
generation rates fall across multiple
hops. Beyond a point,complexity and
cost become limiting factors.

e Canquantum
repeaters help?

AFULLY QUANTUM internet would
require quantum repeaters that can
extend entanglement over long
distances without converting signals
into classical form. However, these
technologles are still under
development globally and are not yet
ready for large-scale deployment. Until
then, trusted-node architecture
remain the practical approach.

e Do satellites offer
analternative?

YES, SATELLITE-BASED quantum
communication is being explored
asaway to bypass fibre limitations,
Free-space transmission avoids
dispersion issues seen in optical

fibres and can cover longer distances
with fewer intermediate nodes.
However, this approach brings its own
challenges,incdluding alignment,
atmaospheric losses, limited bandwidth
and high costs. It is likely to
complement, rather than replace,
terrestrial fibre networks.

@ What does this mean for India’s
quantum ambitions?

THE 1,000-KM ACHIEVEMENT represents
ascalable quantum-secure network
ratherthan a seamless quantum
internet. Itis constrained more by
engineering realities than by theoretical
limits The demonstration shows that
India isbuilding capabilities in both
hardware and network integration for
quantum communications. It positions
India to participate in a global race where

New Delhi

secure communications are increasingly
tied to national securityand data
sovereignty. However, significant work
remains in scaling the technology,
reducing costs and addressing
vulnerabilities at network nodes. The
advance is meaningful, but its
implications should be seen in context:a
step towards future-proof
communications, not a finished solution

FRifRAY Aanfi 17 Aanng

VANANAI CINANMTIAL EYDDECS M



India demonstrated Quantum Key Distribution (QKD) over a 1,000-km network
using indigenous technology — a major milestone under the National Quantum
Mission.

WRA A A Fied fAM & dgd el dd-ie 9 1,000-km A2dd R aaicd $i fsxieged (QKD)
b1 gL fbar|

The achievement marks India's transition from laboratory experiments to field
deployment of quantum communications.

g 3T YR b ddieH IR W WANTMTAT WA A & a1l @bl 37 TehH0T b1 g2Ifdl 21

Next target: a 2,000-km network within 8 years, signalling long-term strategic
ambition.

TTAT A8T: 8 T8I A 2,000-km Aedh, Sefrfeies I0T1{de AgcaTehial &1 ddbd|

Quantum-secure communications are increasingly tied to national security and data
sovereignty.

FraIfeH-FRI& TaR doit J IS YRET 3R ST HIYAT I S[ed SR B |
This positions India in a global race for quantum communications supremacy

alongside USA, China, and EU.
g URd Y 3T, T 31R EU & I1¢f dFaied TR H dfedd fawrst # enfud sedr 2|




Quantum communication uses the laws of quantum physics to send information in a
way that is theoretically impossible to intercept without being detected.

FITeH IR FieH Wi b oY &1 3T &3 STHERT WeldT & 5 e ST & faqT arferd &A1
Agifde v 3T 2|

Today's internet uses RSA encryption — secure now, but vulnerable to future

quantum computers that can break these codes.

37T T §e¥AC RSA UfRBRM &1 39T B3l 8 — 31l JRferd, aifds vidsa & aaien dger sq dls
Hphd gl
QKD (Quantum Key Distribution) solves this by using quantum particles (photons) to

exchange encryption keys — any eavesdropping immediately alters the signal and is
detected.

QKD THITTH BT (BISH) I UFRM Bl 3TeM-Ya B 3 &l Pl @ — PIs HI STYH! id Hebd
e it & 3R gepEl STt B

The 1,000-km achievement works by stitching together multiple shorter quantum

links with trusted intermediate nodes.
1,000-km 3Udfe &3 BIE! adieH foid b fa2aata meaadf A1gd A SITgd HH Bdl 8

This technology is critical for defence, banking, and critical infrastructure where data

leaks can cause national harm.

Ig deb-i1eb T&iT, e 3R eyl gfard) eTa & forg weayuf € STeT Ser ot A I Jhar &
BT Bl



Government of India — through National Quantum Mission (NQM), launched 2023;
budget: X6,003 crore over 8 years.

YRd HR — I died A (NQM) & °read J, 2023 B di-; goie: 8 a8 § 36,003 FRIS|
Department of Science and Technology (DST) — nodal ministry for NQM.
famma 3R wienfiies! T (DST) — NQM & AT Freet §31erd |

Global competitors: China (has demonstrated 4,600-km quantum network), USA, EU
— all in a race for quantum supremacy.

dfedes ufawr: = (4,600-km TieH e &1 ueef), 3mfier, EU — I rien g b g #|

D3. Immediate Issue | dTehIfeids &I

Communication is NOT fully hack-proof yet — quantum secures the key exchange,
but intermediate nodes still convert quantum signals to classical form, creating
vulnerability.

TR 30} gt aRE Fh-Y TEl — ATy Y YTt Bl GRI&Td BT &, Aifcs Fearady Ares andh it
RITCH Hebdl B AT BU H I&eTd B, ol WerdT a7l &

Trust explosion problem: More nodes = more security points to protect = greater

complexity and cost.
T URIAIRM FHT: 371t A1 = 31feieh JRaf feig = 31feies Sifeetar 3R «d |

1,000-km limit due to quantum signal degradation over optical fibres (photons lose

quantum properties over distance).

1,000-km T 37T HBIgaR TR ddicH Hobd &RUT P BRUT (BTl g8 TR FieH UT @I & &) |



D5. Why Important for India? / WRd & feiq o Agerquf?

Defence: Quantum-secure communications for military operations — prevents
adversaries from intercepting strategic communications.

T&IT: = 1A b ol Q Frarfer-gRf&id SR — feRIfer o) IuTHifde SR A bar g |
Data sovereignty: Prevents foreign interception of sensitive government, financial,
and infrastructure data.

ST HMAT: TRBRY, faeiter 3R gfanct T & HaeAeitd Ser &7 fagelt srarru Adkar 21

Indigenous capability: Demonstrates India's self-reliance in critical technology —
reduces dependence on foreign tech.

weRMt eraT: AEayuf aae § WRA &I e Rar gorfdr 21

Economic opportunity: Quantum technology market estimated to be worth $450
billion by 2030 globally.

3Tfefep 31aER: FieH ddb-1d ITeTR 2030 ddb dfedds IR W $450 3RE BT AT




LCC I T

RATURBAY
Al 1R 3000
INTRRNATIONAL
NPT
PO

vATAL DROCENT
O killed in
tourist van
Acgident in
Walparal

protests in NCR

hikes, dignity. and
iy expenses collid

b
Cash Incentives steer
Bengal poll discourse

VY A
Two Trinamool
leaders face scearches

(PP
«in pnwcm Tihtans to
third stralght victory

B - Pans o

APORT  PAGK

INSEDE
-

adan

Adani Group set
o take up one
lakh on praject

i (W
MU 4 401 50 Lako O
e

pEEIE AUIHONTY
IMIADA) urwmirg tha s

ok " et
Lot s Gabni Gy (e Adlii
Oruin w A b

Starmor facing
calls to quit ovor
Mandelson row

Aaling ey o lehs. Many

W DL

QLR -~
u\llmmlnwnli ik, i,

it the Delimmation lIIII.
which wete linked

Qo

e ) g i oot

unhrn! (ulpnl
A Servatent
the
« I

G BRI
ams, whis

disar b Lok &
on the basis of
‘ ot

'
remrvation
ko Nuse - Minisies

Ve

Lo-mon of playing “ruth
AlEa™ and Wik
I woukd  face
h OF wonme
A ot of
ol o v

0
the

members
of vha i

gl , Wil i
Fiauiao serangih ar 1 ime

o

Mot awsabonnn
& AT Intor e for

AubIsorating on thom ik

DUl For the 2029 gener: I
WhecTIOn Wik €0 APy
“roundutionsl” democr utie
NIt oF T e
one vote nml ane vithue ™
Mo 1sal (e g

saltion joins hands

Prosent at the

South made lts
volee
wayn Stalin

1ot I the Lok Sabha,

e of vorlngg Home Minkaer
Ineremstng the o oF seats for SCUSTS

Aiaw bt vwan hisest

the Connm o
polnted oue ot ndia'
fopultion - hak | grown

54,79 crore
O vt b

" iy
ciriog de 1) W o
which

m M e idant wdt Famil Mads T e Whoum
Chid Minishor K. Ry vt | mn vorerm, T auked
s i Bk b o, e ingte Mi* coutd r
T — ] - T R e e
oo 71 Sgorre Prwles, i mAGE 3 nmv o e hah nlro e
Hiia
on X, describod 1 move ar AN ATV (AL wR

>
VRN v Lo link
WOmen's resorviton with
Al a1
2000 Cenpun s “hollow
- " by o Minin

i
Heaarve

mitted o ‘mllwn'
Hhon, M Kl

the “anh unw" xlm mnw
of the tndian anmnl [

of vating waw, 1
fulled to "w-n the two.
hir v el of 153
roguired lul h

A B {0 s,

" W elat,
the government withitrow
wwnr allbend logiakations - the

Al
Tl -w'l« e Bk

Congrens loadar riyan
ha Clanaih) Vistia, W

Il
Jest hibmaelf
whah of it

"
the “mas

Op-

posttion chlection (et e

1 Lckedd an wxplicht gus

Taniee it P

ot wll XLk s (e Lark al
wirakd Fise Unifarmiy by

N, B ABAR Offeid G

corporating
I tha Floume agEroed to »
poned proceadim o an

e Ioades

v .m.m.,ua Wik offor
WD LW orinhs Lhat
Pav.OnkY Ao tre PIOVD.
whon e written inte the
the uxmrmmm

o

(RIS
rendrs Mo llu.l c- Mer @
e vvvlml s

all N a

Worm 5O Increade i Lo

Nabitie swats aé (e 1o

o ¢ {rom thy eurrent cap
q anh

nwm\n‘u
i, Ahah avcmed the
1.

“the implamenta

)
nnuna
Kl ool WA EeRer

Wied ot hesouth divide b
FOAGATI WAL e calbond

" i

Barmwntury reprosentation.
Ut fraben

el Highes in this House
n oo b Neatos. e fach

O e e
FlEhTs ax Lttar PPrastush or
M B sl it
waep s thun
RO Vet

Making # strong ‘:kth
" P

Lk,
Tower

it
Tor scheduled Canten and
Aehredulod Trihins,

Mo who addeunsed, Op-
" wliy [Alhuu

b
W'

onervation

Bl U ginniple
OF “0Ne POTmin, S0w Vole,
e Vil Had oo Vit

" wAue
WELATED WEFONTS 0%
» HAGE 4

elt P
Py BOPBIRINGAT OwINg 10 e
w61 R 11 a0 Offerd ine
My EQaein » FAaE 13

FIR can be made
against Rahual
Fand b, sayx BC

REW
T L binaw e of T

Bahul Gand
Sl iaahs Wl

TCS cane accused
o seck budl from
court in Nashik

W a3 forcibie

ot 10/t 0

oy & howal cost in Hashik

el anhbed sy b (15 S
[

Former President
of Myanmar freed
under amnesty

VANGON
My harmws Brassbent
Wit Mynh, Wl bl
SRR MNCw B 2021 MY
COURS W Tt 06 191ikay

nidur & may ry Whien,
Anrnrding e 6 soeen

YITL B0 FRaB | 1A TND NTHAT e
U0 1 et b 1P WA 18

nd every grain

1 8 Tl
e con I

3 10Br ATRAAT on Frvday, 1 he i
 Iedin. A

Karnataka Congress MLA sentenced
to life term for murder of BJP leader

WINGALLURL

1 v

Mlm- v

vm-v i

wh Gal
||.u- WE flaw agvos
ol aeaslons o
L
MI and LA,

i
ol

¥l o
l-ejnilll\w A-n—va 'hw“

’

Lrr—

Wikl fniadly |
AvTaaTed

lvrr«' 1o the « unlr-l

Soaa man s i e
I \’n

a g 2
v‘utoh’ I " Il
Chayi e,

Dhusrwad i 2085,
T T

o
T By Afvar 1 s ¢
[P I R

cutved Goutar e n grow.
N e R S

wad, anad I
Killorn to wibmbnate
I Welisary 3004, the
lu’ M Court Kmnlud
| I« lllr qul It

5 edwens s o

.

Wika G Jiake A8, 20K,
That Coudar was hickid 10
death in his gym s
I

Kartier, the CMEs
wnel kil (v iy winalid
for prows for capital pun-
e, but s
v Wit remieion
Wtk had |

Al o

itw of & yuny
POraon, But aleo MixueC

ward & in T
3 uln- citod his socinl

PRy

awre Vikaum Wallarl, kisthi

Kuaiar Masavisa) Kurabial

v Sadant, Vi
M,

nayn ko
i i by
'.lnlllcnl. lllnv i M Ahll

At
Nutlean, i
dinahie an Rak
burkh, and Chaiy nakvehava
Tirigsr b

Thie court also Impased
Nover oy thaie snmevie

=
Marahilr,
1l

Iran declares the Strait of
Hormuz open; Trump says
U.S. blockade will continue

Whianly Tl
A iy aftar 8.

rosldent

o
ratl of NOTIWA: o
“Complutaly open®  for
COMMWIChal vwaaols for the
ramainder of tha two sk

pr— ho'uu il -m.mn. Ahwiagh thie Sarah Tl sha py.

- v
rway Dul adld e UL
blockade of Irunian parw
ol Continiae until 1

"
i Fiday e
W s sl it g,
1 D WAt v veae
firw W LAbanon, the pas

wagw for all commers
Yonseln through the Straie
or Mormus le - declared
o 1
mu--m; Puriod ur e con

i
'i

Mol

atlee of ran.*
Ahhul
bl

e Ovgan
» Mintepwr
v

nwdk s—v v muhv

workdes crude ol spply

passirsd kol (e wivail,
which  Hoks the  Peraia
i the Gull of Oman
i Avalan Ko,

fore thie ALE wnd Tavnel
Bl dlde wat

Wan. The walerway alio
varsine o wignifivane share
of @lobal LNG  expolts,
mainly from Qear,

r 1w ek omi,

i
ol

o
iyt winate dlgis

M Trumg welcomed
Tran's decislon, “lrun his

Sran of Sormux e fally
Dot wrd oty o Al gras
a ank you,” W skt

1l gers

-
w S, han e
I o g all

nthe wulw

LA s g i
chme the annl- of
1wl e

™ At ahhe st ” he
b
"

M T, howev

Il U U m
ot pors, which he
new: .wl on A m |z. Mll

“
100 um.pm-n, e
.luu Wy aualekly

wt Of the points
e Illoldv noipothmed

The UK
mand has
Fied

v
hl:\clull

vanawe ml-l " u.un s
o v-uu Wy wilh

e l'm«- wioukd bt an
b R Pasias

y (0 e gl P P

duployed  once  laeing
Poace 10 e foghon wisk
uproed.

"

vl ulm
Ao o Apil R (s

Iwered W
apaloal Hwal
r«lllllu- My
Lant wewh (it B Tt ashied

bl 1w
alkats wonilel

Ko MINAOE e

asun mu.n-ya-u Wl

K 0N Lobiunon

un A;wll u |Iw lm.t el
"

i I O day svasalion o
Lobanomn. Mr. TImp said
he would fnvie Mr Nuta:
Yl e II-vIl e Pewnl

Ao

v luu
Pl lavel it ierwosn
Wew Swwis waniiint b,

T4

¥
losws, at IK)UV: $90 u bar
vl The U6 benchmark
WL Wi aleo down 10%
harral

4



Opposition joins hands

Opposition parties defeated a
Constitution Amendment Bill which sought
to implement delimitation and increase

Lok Sabha seats based on the 2011 Census

Category N;n:r Share
In favour 298 | 56.4%
Against 230 | 43.6%
Abstentions 0 0%

Total present and voting 528 | 100%
Required (2/3" majority) 352 | 66.7%

House vote: Members of Parliament vote on the
Constitution Amendment Bill, which was part of a
delimitation legislative package, during a special
session in New Delhi on Friday. pTi
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Myanmar ex-President freed,
Suu Kyi's sentence reduced

ence France-Presse
YANGON

Myanmar’s former Presi-
dent Win Myint, detained
since a 2021 military coup,
was freed on Friday under
a mass amnesty which, ac-
cording to a source close to
pro-democracy leader
Aung San Suu Kyi, also re-
duced her sentence.

The pardon order ap-
plied to more than 4,000
prisoners.

Mr. Win Myint and Ms.
Suu Kyi, the 80-year-old
Nobel Peace Prize laureate,
led Myanmar during a de-
cade-long experiment with
civilian rule that was
abruptly halted by the
coup.

Mr. Win Myint, who
served from 2018, was par-
doned of convictions
handed down during the
post-putsch period of mili-
tary rule and released on
Friday, a spokesman for his
party said.

Aung San Suu Kyi

Ms. Suu Kyi meanwhile
remains detained, serving
a sentence rights groups
decry as a politically motiv-
ated move to hobble her
National League for De-
mocracy (NLD) party.

A source close to her le-
gal case said that Ms. Suu
Kyi’s 27-year sentence had
been cut as part of the
amnesty.

The order announced
by Min Aung Hlaing — the
coup leader who ousted
Ms. Suu Kyi’s government
and was sworn in last week

as civilian President— to re-
duce the remaining terms
of all sentences under 40
years by one-sixth “also ap-
plies to her”, the source
said.

It is unclear how much
of her term was considered
served before the commu-
tation order.

UN rights chief Volker
Turk said that “all those
detained unjustly since the
coup, including Ms. Suu
Kyi, need to be released

immediately and
unconditionally”.
Death penalties
Min Aung Hlaing on Friday

also commuted all death
sentences and ordered the
release of more than 4,300
prisoners in an amnesty to
mark Myanmar’s new year
— one of many public holi-
days when mass pardons
are commonly made. But
Mr. Win Myint’s pardon is
perhaps the most signifi-
cant climb-down so far.




Myanmar's former President Win Myint (detained since 2021 coup) was freed under a
mass amnesty covering 4,000+ prisoners.

IR & gd rgufd fa= fie (2021 asargee & feimad ) 4,000+ &) & arfed ATl & dgd e
gulI

Pro-democracy leader and Nobel Peace Prize laureate Aung San Suu Kyi's 27-year
sentence was reduced — but she remains detained.

Arepca FHf AT 3TR AYelet 2Aifd REPR faiar 31 H1 Y Pl bl 27 HTeT Bl Holl HH g5 — aifds a8
3T MY R A €

The amnesty was announced by coup leader Min Aung Hlaing, who was also sworn in
as civilian President last week — all death sentences also commuted.

AT B TBTYUTT d&Tdete dT fa 31T g1 A B, 5 U8 gwdre AnTRE Isgufd & B9 § o9 faig —
Y eges W AT g 7Ty |

UN Human Rights Chief Volker Tiirk called for unconditional release of all those
detained since the coup, including Suu Kyi.

UN AHaTUSR T dledht <o 7 daiTdele & d1¢ e # flg 1o it oo, afga g e, & femm ord
f&TE Y AT B

The amnesty coincides with Myanmar's New Year — a traditional occasion for mass

pardons.

HIThT RITAR & AT [Tel b 3TdHR T &l 7T — HIH[&cb AT b iy uRUR P 37aR |



Myanmar (formerly Burma) is a Southeast Asian country that had a military coup on
February 1,2021 — the army (Tatmadaw) removed the democratically elected
government of Aung San Suu Kyi.

RIMR (4d ® qf) Tab &feror-gd gferms 20 e STel 1 Wt 2021 Bt AT asaTIere g3 — AT
(TTCHTST) A 31T HIH F b1 bl dlldbdifAd TIbR &2Ts |

Aung San Suu Kyi is a globally respected democracy icon who won the Nobel Peace
Prize (1991) and led Myanmar's civilian government from 2016.

3T HMA Y b U {d2d-Ufag cAlbada Ueiles & foial- Aldat 2Mifd QbR (1991) SitdT 33k 2016 F RITHR
P MRS TIBR BT Adcd T

The military junta convicted her on politically motivated charges totalling 27 years

imprisonment — rights groups say these convictions were designed to eliminate her
from politics.

AT 52T A 3% AsTH1Tdd B9 A R 3IRIGT TR Bl 27 T bl b & — MUPR THEI BT peA e d
Qg 37 ST I ITeR B3 o iy 2ff|

A mass amnesty during Myanmar New Year is tradition — but this time it is politically

significant as it freed the former President and slightly reduced Suu Kyi's sentence.
RITAR 7Y ATl UX A AT TRURT & — oifch 89 IR Ig o1 U A Heayqul & aifds o
Irseafd RET gy 3IR Y b1 &l It 2El BH gS |



Myanmar has experienced multiple military coups — 1962 (Ne Win), 1988, 2021.
RITHR H &8 = d&dTdeie g0 — 1962 (4 fa), 1988, 2021 |

The 2021 coup was triggered by military's allegations of fraud in the November 2020
elections (which NLD won with 83% seats).

2021 T&ATIAE JT P TdaR 2020 FATAI H HIETHE b RIYT (ST NLD 7 83% Hiel A Sild) d g31T|

Myanmar sits at the geopolitical crossroads of India, China, ASEAN — making its
stability critical for the region.

RITAR YR, =, ASEAN & Y-I1GTfde FRTE TR & — $8cb! RERAT & & ey g quf|

China has been the primary backer of the Myanmar junta; ASEAN's Five-Point
Consensus (2021) has largely failed to resolve the crisis.

o RITHR et T ureifiies wrefe 181 8; ASEAN i uTa-faig wenfd (2021) e &l &3 § BTl 82
A fatset &t |




D5. Why Important for India? / WRd & feig & Agcaquf?

India shares a 1,643-km border with Myanmar — instability directly affects Manipur,
Mizoram, Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh.

HRA RITHR & 912 1,643-km HHAT TSI a1 € — 31RRar He /foigR, fASIRA, Aels, 350Tee
TR0 B YHTIId el 2 |

Refugee influx: Myanmar refugees (Chin, Kuki communities) entering India's
northeast — creates humanitarian and security challenges.

QRUTIRT yarg: =R eROTEf (T, geb! HHN) WRd & IR-Yd H 31138 & — AT 31R &
AT

India's Act East Policy and Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project depend
on Myanmar stability.

HRd ! Tae ¥ A 31R FATGH Heel-HIsd gifoie giadre Hloide RITAR & fRERdr or R |
Drug trafficking and arms smuggling through Myanmar's porous border affects
India's northeast security.

RITHR &1 ORI T & A2 Met ueralf T awesdt 31K gfeRRY fY await WRd & 3tR-Ud g&f B oHTfad
EaGI

India's Free Movement Regime (FMR) with Myanmar — recently abolished in 2024 —
was a key border management policy.

RITHR 3 AT WIRd &1 ATaTSTTat M8 (FMR) — 2024 W el €1 § THT — Yo T AT Hee
ifd ot



-— - - -.

Myanmar borders: India (NW), China (N/NE), Laos (E), Thailand (SE),
Bangladesh (W); Bay of Bengal coastline.

RITHR &Y EHTE: MR (ITR-0feem), #9 (3eR/30R-d), A3 (), amdels (afarvr-ud),
qitereer (ufeem); dmer &Y @rst e

Capital: Naypyidaw; Largest city: Yangon (Rangoon).

ST AGTST, TS a7 2% A (IA) |

Irrawaddy River — lifeline of Myanmar; strategic waterway.

IAE AG — RITAR &Y Sita 3@, J0HIfdd st |

Golden Triangle — drug production region at Myanmar-Laos-Thailand
junction.

Teed ZIEUTA — RITHR-A13-2ATE et HITH R Hiees gearef 3a1e 8 |

« Polity | IsTaawe:

UN Charter Article 2(7): Non-interference in internal affairs — limits direct
UN intervention in Myanmar.

UN A& 317282 2(7): 3iTafies el ¥ gxdard 78 — =R § §19 UN gwaar & Hfdd
HAT 2

Responsibility to Protect (R2P): UN doctrine — if a state fails to protect its
people, international community can intervene.

WReruT B forgrt (R2P): UN figia — afg s 3 @i &t e 78 aar Y siarfedia
THETT E¥A&Y B Tebdl ¢

ASEAN Five-Point Consensus (2021): Immediate cessation of violence;
constructive dialogue; mediator appointment; humanitarian aid; ASEAN
envoy visit — largely unimplemented.

ASEAN via-fag wenfd (2021): aepie &1 de; w@mers ware; wawe frfa; arda
Heradr; ASEAN gd UTA1 — BT §& ddb JeANL 78! |



1948: Burma independence from Britain.
1948: fsie I g bl Fd=rdr|
1962: Military coup by General Ne Win; decades of isolation.

1962: SR 7 a9 gRT =T d&ATIAC; EG2eh] &bl AT |

1988: 8888 Uprising; Suu Kyi emerged; NLD formed.

1988: 8888 faglg; Y bl 31t; NLD T3 |

1990: NLD won elections with 80% seats — military refused to transfer power.
1990: NLD A 80% Il & TATd SHdT — JAT 4 FAT &¥dcR0T H $4bR febar|

1991: Suu Kyi awarded Nobel Peace Prize while under house arrest.

1991: {1 Pl ToRe<] &b SR Alele 2fifd REPR|

2011-2021: Decade of quasi-democratic rule; Suu Kyi as State Counsellor; NLD won
2015 and 2020 elections.

2011-2021: 37-@BdifEdb AT BT &G2rds; bl ¥ BIFHER; NLD A 2015 3iR 2020 AT Sitd |

2017: Rohingya crisis — military's brutal crackdown; 700,000+ fled to Bangladesh; ICJ
case filed.

2017: &1 Hebe — JAT b o3 BRATS; 700,000+ FITATE2I HT; ICT HIHAT o |
February 1, 2021: Military coup; Suu Kyi and Win Myint arrested; State of Emergency

declared.

1 AR 2021: A= de&aTdere; bl 3R fd7 fie iRwIR; smaradsTet gifd|



« WHEREBENGAL STANDS IN FISH PRODUCTION

In West Bengal, fish has turned into a contested political issue during campaigning. While
the TMC has criticised the ban on open sale of fish in some BJP-ruled states, PM Narendra
Modi has targeted it for “failing” to make Bengal self-sufficient in fish production. However,
data shows that the state has been the second highest producer of fish since 2014-15.

Top states oninland and marinefish 2024-25
production (in lakh tonnes)
201415
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2 &
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States with highest growthinfish production

between2014-15and 2024-25

¢ o /ﬂ\\"-.u/«_, ® Amount (lakhtonnes) ™ Growth (%)
8. Madhya 1 N i 2.Uttar - 6.Bihar 9.Jharkhand
Pradesh - J*“.b  Pradesh |

“D:} 1oo.oo 242.45
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9 l 'I P e
e et Y LD
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w
-

5. Chhattisgarh

10. Tamil Nadu - 1. Andhra Pradesh m
| 35.82 | 179.89

SOURCE: UNION MINISTRY OF ANIMAL HUSBANDRY, DAIRYING AND FISHERIES

® Though Andhra Pradesh
saw the highest absolute
increase in fish production
over the last decade,
Madhya Pradesh recorded
the highest rise in
percentage terms at 308%

® As many as 12 states saw
their fish production double
between 2014-15 and
2024-25

® |n Andhra, the top
producer in India, almost all
the production comes from
inland fisheries, accounting
for 88% of its total output

® While Bengal ranks
second ininland production
at 20.07 lakh tonnes, it
ranks seventh in marine
production at 3.67 lakh
tonnes. Bengal’s rank has
remained unchanged since
2014-15. Gujarat tops the
country in marine
production at

764 lakh tonnes



« ECONOMICS

How India’s economy slipped to sixth largest, behind Japan, UK

GRAPHS,
DATA,
PERSPECTIVES

BY UDIT MISRA

WEEKLY ECONOMIC AND POLICY INSIGHTS USING DATA

INDIAIS no longer the fourth largest econ-
omy in the world, according to the latest
World Economic Outlook released by the
International Monetary Fund (IMF). In
2026, India’s gross domestic product (GDP)
— the total value of all goods and services
produced inside the country — will be
around $4.15 trillion (up from $392 trillion
in 2025), while the UK’s GDP will be $4.27
trillion (up from $4 trillion in 2025) and Ja-
pan’s GDP would actually fall from $4.48
trillion in 2025 to $4.38 trillion in 2026.
When India overtook the UK to be-
come the world’s fifth largest economy in
2022, it was celebrated given India’s Brit-
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ish colonial past. Given India’s growth tra-
jectory and the longstanding economic
stagnation in Germany and Japan, India
was expected to overtake Germany (then
fourth) and Japan (then third) by 2029. But
Germany overtook Japan before India
could overtake Germany.

In May 2025, Niti Aayog CEO BVR Subrah-
manyam declared that India had over-
taken Japan to become the world’s fourth-
largest economy. But now, India has slid
down to sixth.

Why this sudden change?

When IMF calculates its rankings in US
dollar terms, it uses two data points: one,
acountry’s GDPinthe local currency and
two, the exchange rate with the dollar to
arrive at a dollar figure. On both counts,
India suffered significant setbacks in the
past year.

Firstly, India updated its GDP estimates
withanew base in February 2026. The new
estimates showed that the previous GDP
series was overestimating India’s GDP. In
rupee terms, India’s GDP for 2025-26 was
rolled back from Rs 357 trillion (or lakh
crore) to Rs 345 trillion.

Secondly, the rupee has rapidly lost its
value relative to the US dollar over the past
year. This fall in the exchange rate has hap-
pened when the dollar itself has lost value

against other currencies such asthe British
pound and the Japanese yen. That means
when IMF calculates GDP in dollar terms,
the gap between India’s GDPand that of the
UK’s or Japan'’s expands further.

Forinstance, India’s GDP for 2025 fell
from being $4.1trillion (old estimates) to
$3.9 trillion (new estimates). That
allowed Japan to overtake India. For
similar reasons, the UK is expected to
overtake India in 2026.

Will Indiarecover?

There is a big gap between the world’s top
two economies and the rest. The USGDPin
2026 is expected to be $32.38 trillion while
China is pegged at $20.85 trillion. But after
the top two, the next four economies are
very closely bunched together around the
$4 trillion mark.

IMF projects that notwithstanding the
setback in 2026, India will retake the
fourth position in 2027, though overtak-
ing third-placed Germany is expected to
happen in 2031.
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Aspect

News Context

Earlier Position

Current Ranking (2026)

India GDP (2026)

UK GDP (2026)

Japan GDP (2026)

Key Reason (Core Concept)

Main Factors Behind Fall

GDP Revision Impact

Exchange Rate Impact

Currency Factor Insight

Qil Price Link

Details (Fact + Value Addition)

India slipped to 6th largest economy (2026) as per International
Monetary Fund (IMF)

India became 5th largest in 2022 (overtook UK)

1. USA 2. China 3. Germany 4. Japan 5. UK 6. India

~$4.15 trillion (revised estimates lower earlier expectations)
~$4.27 trillion

~$4.38 trillion

IMF ranks economies in US Dollar terms (Nominal GDP)

1. GDP revision (base year update) 2. Rupee depreciation vs

Dollar

India's GDP revised from ~¥357 lakh crore - ~%345 lakh crore
Rupee depreciation reduces GDP value in dollar terms

Even if real output rises, weaker currency lowers global ranking

Falling oil prices slightly support economy but not enough to offset

ranking drop



Oil Price Link

IMF Methodology

Why Japan/UK Overtook

Short-term vs Structural

Future Projection

Long-term Projection

Global Context

Economic Concept

PPP Advantage

Exam Trap

Important Term

Falling oil prices slightly support economy but not enough to offset

ranking drop

Uses: 1. GDP in local currency 2. Exchange rate conversion to USD

Stronger currencies (Yen/Pound) relative to Rupee

This fall is temporary/statistical, not due to structural slowdown

IMF expects India to regain 4th position by 2027

India may become 3rd largest by ~2031 (overtake Germany)

Huge gap: USA (~$32T) & China (~$20T) vs others (~$4T cluster)

Nominal GDP vs PPP GDP (India is 3rd largest in PPP terms)

Reflects domestic purchasing power, less affected by exchange

rates

Ranking change # economic slowdown necessarily

Base Year Revision = improves accuracy but may reduce

estimates



Concept
Nominal GDP
PPP GDP

Exchange Rate Effect

Base Year Revision

GDP Deflator

Explanation

GDP measured in current prices
(USD)

GDP adjusted for purchasing power

Currency depreciation lowers USD
GDP

Updating reference year for GDP
calculation

Measures inflation in GDP

Exam Relevance
Used for global ranking
Better for living standards

Key reason for ranking change

Can revise growth & size

Used in real GDP calculation



* Q. Consider the following statements regarding GDP
rankings:

* IMF ranks countries based on Purchasing Power Parity
(PPP) GDP

* Exchange rate fluctuations affect nominal GDP rankings
* Indiais currently 3rd largest economy in PPP terms




Adani overtakes
Ambani tobecome

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, April 17

Asia’s richest person

GAUTAM ADANI HAS over-
taken fellow Gujarat business
czar Mukesh Ambani tobecome
Asia’s richest person, as a sus-
tained rally in shares of his
ports-to-energy conglomerate
lifted his net worth.

With a net worth of $92.6
billion, Adani surpassed
Ambani, whose fortune stands
at $90.8 billion, to become the
richest personin Indiaand Asia,
according to the latest billion-
aire rankings.

Adaniiscurrentlyranked 19
on the Bloomberg Billionaires
Index, which tracks the world’s
500 richest individuals and is
updated daily.

Adani’s wealth is largely
derived from his shareholdings
across the group’s 10listed com-
panies. A recent surge in Adani
Group stocks has added billions
of dollars in market value,
underscoring strong investor
appetite for assets linked to
India’s economicexpansionand

With a net worth of $92.6 bn,
Gautam Adani surpassed
Mukesh Ambani, whose
fortune stands at $90.8 bn

energy transition. By contrast,
Ambani’s wealth, anchored by
his flagship conglomerate
Reliance Industries that spans
energy, telecom and retail, has
seen comparatively modest
gains, reshuffling the region’s
billionaire rankings.

Adani and Ambani are the
only Indians in the top 50.
Ambani had consistently been
India’s richest for over a decade
before Adani’s eye popping
gains in company stock prices
catapulted him tothetopspotin
February 2022.



A quiz on International Day of Human Space Flight, obse

V.V. Ramanan

A

QUESTION #1

On that date, 65 years ago,
Yuri Gagarin became the
first human in space. What
was the name of his
spacecraft and what
Russian word meaning
'Let's go!' or 'We're off!" did
he utter that has become a
tradition among Russian
spacepersons.

A

QUESTION #2

What space first was
achieved by cosmonaut
Alexei Leonov on March 18,
19657

A

QUESTION #3

Name the cosmonaut who
holds the record for the
longest single,

CM

uninterrupted human
spaceflight at 437 days and
18 hours.

A

QUESTION #4

What is the 'Karman Line'
(named after
Hungarian-American
engineer and physicist
Theodore von Karman) in
the context of space
exploration?

A

QUESTION #5

Going to space once is a big
achievement. Jerry Ross and
Franklin Chang-Diaz hold the
record for most spaceflights.
How many?

ke

QUESTION #6

Name the Chinese-built
space station that is the only
live space station apart from
the ISS.

Visual question: Name the Indian Air Force officer seen
with Rakesh Sharma who served as the backup
cosmonaut in 19847 FILE PHOTO




Word of the day

Askance: with suspicion or disapproval

Synonyms: warily, skeptically,
doubtfully

Usage: The teacher looked askance at
his excuse.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/askance

International Phonetic
Alphabet: Jaska:ns/

.
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